














A N 


EXPOSITION 


Of the Book of 


SOLOMON’S SONG, 


Commonly called 


CA N T I C L E S: 


WHEREIN 

The Authority of it is Eftablifhed and Vindi¬ 
cated, againft Objections both Ancient and Modern 
feveral Verlions compared with the Original Text; the 
different Senfes, both of Jewilh and Chriftian Inter¬ 
preters conlidered ; and the Whole opened and ex¬ 
plained in proper and ufeful Obfefvations. 

To which is added. 

The TAR G U M 9 

CHALDEE PARAPHRASE 

UPON THE 

Whole "Bo ok, faithfully tranllated out of the Original 

Chaldee $ together with fome Explanatory Notes upon it. 

By J O H N GILL , D. D. 

TheSECoND Edition with Additions. 

Gantlcum canticoram fpiritalis qucedam fan ft arum eft voluptas mentium , in conjugio illius 
regis fcf regittcs civitatis y quod eft Cbriftus & ecclefta \ fed bac voluptas allegorlcis 
tegminibms involuta eft y tit defideretur ardentius > nudeturque jucundius , appareat 

fponfus y cm dicitur in eodem cantico 7 ?equitas dilexit te, IS fponfa qua ibi audits 
charitas in deliciis tuis. 

v - 

Aug^de Civ . Dei y 1 . 17. c. 


LONDON: 

Printed for John Ward, at the Kirijgs-Arms in Cornhill ; and George Keith, at' 

Mercers-Cbapel 7 Cheap fide, M.DCC.LI, 




The PREFACE. 

r H E following Expofition wat delivered in one hundred and twenty 
two fermons to the Congregation where God in his providence 
has placed me, and were defigned only for their ufe, profit, and 
edification. Had I had any thoughts of publijhing it to the world , 
when I entered upon it, perhaps it might have appeared with fome little 
■more advantage than now it does ; nor had it appeared now, had not the 
importunity of the people to whom 1 minifier, with others, obliged me to 
it-, to which I the more readily complied, confidering that the authority 
and ufefulnefs of this book are called in quefiion in this loofe and dege¬ 
nerate age-, in which not only this, but all fcripture is ridiculed and 
burlefqu'd, and the great dottrines of faith therein contained, treated 
with the ’utmofi fneer and contempt -, and therefore would willingly contri¬ 
bute all I can towards the vindicating of this, or any other part of the 
facred writings-, which, being given by Infpiration of God, are profit¬ 
able for doCtrine, for reproof, for correction, and for inftruCtion in 
righteoufnefs. 

1 have, in the performance of this work, confulted the original text, 
with the verfions of feveral learned men, and have taken notice of them, 
where they have differed from our tranfiation, or have formfeed out a 
proper and ufefol obfervation. 1 have alfo inJpeSted fever al interpreters 
upon this book, both JewiJh and Chrifiian j and have collected their fcve- 
ral fenfes together, and generally , if not always, have humbly given my 
opinion which is the mofi eligible. The verfions which I have made ufe of, 
are thofe of the Septuagint, the Vulgate Latin, the Tigurine, Junius and 
Tremellius, Arias Montanus, Pagninus, &c. The writings and inter¬ 
preters which I have confulted, of the fewifio, are Shirhafhirim Rabba, 
Targum, Jarchi, Aben Ezra, Alfhech and Yalkut Simeoni, together 
with the books op Zohar and the Rabboth, which are interfperfed with 
the fenjes oj various paffages in this book. Of Chrifiian interpreters, 
Alcuin, Foliot, Mercerus, Cocceius, SanCtius, Ainfworth, Brightman, 
Cotton, Durham, Patrick, &c. from all which 1 have received profit 
and advantage, and from none more than from the jkorf notes of the in¬ 
comparable Ainfworth, and the Jweet obfervations of the excellent Dur¬ 
ham : I mention theje authors not by way of oftentation, but as in duty 
bound to acknowledge by whom I have profited-, for as Pliny jays*. Ell 
benignum 6c plenum ingenui pudoris, fateri per quos profecerisv 
Where two or more fenfes of any pafjage have offered agreeable to the ana¬ 
logy of faith, I have confidered them all, and have made what improve¬ 
ment 


a Prcfat. in Nat, flirt. 
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merit of them I was capable of leaving tbe reader to judge for bimfelf, 
which of them is mojl prejerable $ this I thought a much better way, 
Shan to be too pofitive and dogmatical in the fenfe of a text., effecially in 
fuch a part of J'cripture, which is J'o very myjlical and abftrufe. If 1 
jhould be thought in any part of this work to have fir etched the metaphors 
too Jar, 1 hope it will be imputed to an honefl zeal, and a hearty defire to 
Jet forth the glory of drift'sperjon, and his exceed jug great love to his 
church and people ; to do which, all tropes and figures, all the flowers 
rj rhctorick Jail abundantly fort. I have been obliged to contrail what 

1 delivered /crmon-wife, left tbe volume Jhould fwelj to too large a bulk, 
but tht fulftance of it is here contained. _ 

At the end of this Expofition I have given a verfion of the Targum, or 
Chaldee Paraphrafe upon the whole book, with fome notes thereon, induced 
hereunto by the J'ollowing reafons ; Firft, To gratify the curiofity of fome, 
who obfervingfrequent mention and ufe made of it in my Expofition, might 
be dfirous of perufing the whole, which has not been, as I know of 
ever tranjlated into our language beforeAir. Ainfworth has indeed 
trarjeribed J'tveralpaffages out of it, in his learned notes upon this book. 
Secondly, for the pr fit able nefs thereof Our learned country-man Mr. 
Broughton b Jays, this paraphraje is worth our ftudy both for delight and 
profit ; and that it expounds fever al paJJ'ages offcripture, andfome in the 
New Teft ament, which 1 have direfted to in my notes upon it; and lam 
per funded that the writings of the Jews, the antient Jews more cjpecially, 
won U give us much light into the phrafeology andJenfe of abundance of 
texts in the New Teft ament. Befides, this paraphrafe does very often di¬ 
rect us, or at Icaft confirm us as to the perfons fpeaking in this fong, to 
know which is of very great ufe, in the explication of it. I am fenftble, 
that fome will objcEt againjl it, as being filled with ignorant and fenfe- 
lefs interpretations, mingled with Rabbinical ftories, and TAmuA\c-fic¬ 
tions, all which I grant in fome meafure to be true-, but then this Jhould 
move our pity, and put us upon praying for this poor, blind, and ignorant 
people ; and this objervation does but confirm what the apofile fays concern¬ 
ing than, that until this day remaineth the fame veil untaken away 
in the reading of the Old Tellament, which veil ia done away in Chrift; 
but even unto this day, when Mofes is read, the veil is upon their hearts, 

2 Cor. iii. 14 , 15 . For the removal of which we Jhould pray, and which I 
•would make a Third reafon for tbe publication of this paraphrafe. 

I fie all add no more, but commit thefe my labours to the blefftng of God, 
humbly defiring they might be ufeful to fouls, and make for the advance¬ 
ment of His glory. 

, -v 

* See his Works, p. 6*c. 
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CHAP. I. Vcr. i. 

The Song of Songs , which is Solomon s. 

NTENDING, by the affiftance of God, to open and ex¬ 
plain this myfterious part of the facred writings, it will be 
proper, 

I. To enquire into, and eftablifh the authority of this Book. 

II. Shew the nature of it •, it being a Song. 

III. The excellency of it; it being called the Song of Songs . 

IV. The Penman of it; which is Solomon . 

I. I lhall endeavour to prove the divine authority of this book, and vindi¬ 
cate it from thofe exceptions which are made againft it: And, 

i 'ft. It was always received by the ancient Jews, to whom the oracles of God ; 
were committed , as a very valuable part of the facred writings ; and has been 
continued in the canon of the fcriptures by the Chriftians in all ages to this" 
very day. - The Jews had always a very venerable efteem of it, calling ir,^ 
the holy of holies *, forbidding their children the reading thereof, as well as the 
firlt.chapter of Genefis , and the beginning and end of the prophecy of Eze¬ 
kiel, until they were thirty years of age, a becaufe,of the myfterioufnefs and 

B ' 1 fub- i 

* —* 

• - ■ ^ . a Hieron. Prsefat. in Ezekiel, 








2_ ^Exposition of the 

fuUNiff of it Th«y fay/ chat Solombu when he was old, and near death r 
thcfBoly Ghoft chvtlt upon him, and he compofed the books of Proverbs , 

^ Ecclcjiojles . Their ancient book of Zobar b afferts, that 
Solomon compofed it by the in/pi ration of the holy Spirit ; as does alfo the 
Tsrgvm upon this book, and R. Solomon Jarcbi, and R. Aben Ezra in their 
prefaces to their commentaries upon it; the latter of which has thefe words; 
God forbid, God forbid, fays he, that the Song of Songs fikuld, be written or under- 
ftood of things obfcene ; but it is intirely parabolical, and bad it not been of very 
great excellency, it had not been written in the catalogue of the holy fcriptures \ for of 
it there has been no controverfy, that it defiles the bands': For tho’ there was once a 
controverfy d among the wife men concerning the books of Proverbs and Ecclefi - 
afies, who afterwards, as it became them, changed their minds; yet there never 
was any concerning this, as appears from their Mifnab ; 0 where they lay, that 
all the fcriptures are holy, but the Song of Songs is the holy of holies, and if the 
wife men have bad any controverfy, it has been only concerning Ecclcftaftes: So 
that this book appears to be authentick, according to the mind of the 
antient as well as of the modern Jews; and as for the Chriftians, they: 
have always looked upon it as a part of the holy feripture, a few only ex¬ 
cepted, and have all along continued it in the canon as they found and re¬ 
ceived it. The ancient fathers and councils have always efteemed it facrcd 
and venerable, not to take notice of authorities of a later date. The opinion 
of Theodoras of Mopfuefiia, who called the divine authority of this book into 
queftion, was condemned in the fecond council of Conftantinople, which was 
held about the year 553. This book alfo appears in the catalogue of the 
canonical books of feripture, eftabliflied in the council of Laodicea, Can. 59. 
held about the year 364. It is likewife in Origen *s catalogue, recorded by 
f Eufebius, as well as in that which Melito z brought from the Eaft, and fent 
to his friend Oneftmus , who flouriflied about the year 140. So that thus far, at 
lead, we can trace up.the authority of this book among the Chriftians: Not 
to take notice of the canons of the Apoftles , in which it ftands as a part of 
canonical feripture, nor the conftitutions of the Apoftles wich the larger epiftles 
of Ignatius, in which citations are made from this book ; which, if genuine,, 
would prove the reception of it in the chriftian church ftill more early ; but; 
becaufe they are generally looked upon to be fpurious, they are not to be 
infifted on. And it maybe further obferved, that not only Origen r but Hip* 
polytus in the third century h wrote commentaries upon this book. 

idly. This book was wrote by one that was Gtorour©*, divinely infpired,. 
as appears by his being the penman of.the books of Proverbs and Ecclefiaftes 
for why he fhould not be under the inspiration of the fame fpirit in writing 
this, as he was in writing thofe, there appears no.reafon to conclude. The 
objection againft it, taken from his great fall into lewdnefs and idolatry,, 
produced by a late author \ avails but little j efpecially, if,, as fome think, it 

fhould; 

* Seder (Mam Rabha, p. 41. b In Exod.< fol. 59. col. 3 Edit. Sultzfroc. 

e Vid. T. Bab. Megilla, fol. 7. r. Maimon. Hilch. Abot Hatnmaot. c. 9. $. 6. 4 Vid. 

Vorft; not. in Maimon. Yefod. Hattorah, c. 6.§. 12. e Trafl. Yaclaim. c. 3. 5. 

* Ecdef. Hift 1. 6. c. 25. * Ibid. lib. 4. c. 26. h Eufeb. Eccl. Hift. 1 . 6. c. 22. 32. 

1 Mr. Whiflod 1 fuppjement to his effay towards reftoriflg the text of the Old Teftament, p. 11,12. 



SON G of SONGS. 3 

1 . . 

ffcould appear that it was written before, or if with others, it is taken to be 
wrote after his fall ; it will lie as ftrongly againft the book of Ecclefiaftes \ 
which is generally allowed to be wrote after, as it does againft this : Befides, 
it has pleated the all-wife God, who gives no account of his matters to his 
creatures, to make ufe of men, after very great falls into fin, as Amanuenfes of 
his holy fpirit, and penmen of the facred fcriptures, as David and Peter . 

%dly, The dignity and fublimity of the matter contained herein, fhew it 
to be no human compofure; for never man fpake or wrote like unto it; it is 
therefore called the Song of Songs , being the moft excellent of Songs; which 
cannot be equalled by any, but furpaffes all others, not only human but di¬ 
vine ; it is preferred to aJl feriptura] fongs, which, as one k obferves, would 
be blafphemous to do, was it not of a divine rife and authority. 

4 thly, The majefty of its ftyle bears a testimony to the divine original of it, 
which cannot be equalled by the moft elaborate performances*, it defies all 
the art and wifdom of man to come near it; and plainly fhews itfelf to bfc 
the language of God him felt, who tz voice is powerful and full of majefty. \ 
$tbly y The power and efficacy which it has in and over the hearts of men, 
is another evidence of its being the word of God ; which is quick andpower- 
ful % and four per than any two-edged fword , piercing even to the dividing a funder 
of foul and fpirit , and of the joints and marrow , and is a difeerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart. This book has been profitable for doctrine , 
for reproof, for correction, for infiruCiion in righteoufnefs ; which are fo many ar¬ 
guments of its being given by infpiration of God ; it effectually works in them that 
believe ; it has been ufeful to thousands who have had their fpiritual fenfes exercifed , 
for the comfort of their fouls, the railing of their affections, the increafe of 
their faith, and theirinftrudtion in divine things: The reading and expounding 
of this excellent portion of feripture have been owned by God, for the good of 
multitudes, who are fo many fealing evidences of the authority of it. 

6 tbly. The impartiality of it is another evidence of its divine original: The 
bride is here frequently introduced proclaiming her own weakneffes and infir¬ 
mities, as in Chap . i. 5, 6. and iii. 1. and v. 2, 3. Now was it a mere hu¬ 
man compofure of Solomon's celebrating the amours between him and Pha¬ 
raoh's daughter, would it be reafonable tofuppofe, that he fhould fo manifeftly 
and openly declare the defers and impeFfedtions of his bride ? But to confider 
it as a divine poem, cxprefii'ng the mutual love between Chrift and his church, it 
agrees very well with the other parts of the facred writings, wherein the infirmi¬ 
ties of God’s own people are not concealed ; not even of thofe who were them- 
felves the penmen of them '; which is a ftrong proof of their divine authority. 

■ ythly. There is a'very great agreement between this and other portions of 
feripture. Now this has been always looked upon as a confiderable evidence 
of the authority of the facred writings, that though they have been delivered 
at‘fun dry times , and'indivers manners , yet there has been always an intire har¬ 
mony between them; the which alfo appears in this part of feripture; for' 
though it is delivered in a myfterious arid figurative ftyle, yet it admits of 
fenfes* whiclf are very Agreeable to the'proportion or analogy of faith ; nay, in 

B 2 mariy 

k Durham , Clav. Cant. p. 5. 
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maqy. places of the new Tcftament there fcems to be manifeft allufions to 
this Fong, as will be hereafter more particularly obferved: But notwithftanding 
all thefe evidences of its divine original, there have not been wanting perfons who 
have called in queftion its faered authority; as Tbeodorus of Mopfuejlia* whofe 
opinion #as, that it was not wrote by infpiration, but was only defigned by 
Solomon to celebrate his amours between him and Pharaoh' s daughter■, which 
opinion of his was condemned in th^ fixth century by the fecond council of 
Conftantinople , as has been before obferved : Grotius iq the laft century Teem'd 
to be much of the fame mind i and Mr. Whifton in this, has attempted in a 
fet tradt, to weaken the authority of it, and make it appear to be a loofe, 
prophane and amorous fong: His proportion is this; The hook of Canticles 
:s not a [acred book of the old Teft ament \ nor was it originally efteemed as fuch % 
either by the Jewifh or the Chriftian church , with what truth this is afferted, 
will in fome meafure appear from what has been already faid. The argu-. 
ments by which he endeavours to confirm and eftablifh this propofition, are 
as follow, which I fhall particularly confider. 

I. Becaufe, as he afferts, 44 It was not written in his younger days, or 
4t when he was the good, the wife, the chafte, and .the religious man ; but 
14 long afterwards, when he was become wicked’and foolifh, and lafeivious, 
44 and idolatrous.” . And he affirms, that there are fome very plain and par¬ 
ticular chronological characters in this book, which determine it to belong to 
the latter and worfer part of his life, and to that only. And, 

The firft paflage in it, which he mentions to confirm this, is Cant. i. 9, where ‘ 
the church is compared to a company of horfes Pharaoh’j chariots ; which he 
imagines refers to thofe horfes and chariots which Solomon , contrary to an ex- 
prels command, Deut. xvii. 16. had brought unto him out of Egypt^ 1 Kings 
x. 28, 29. whenhe began to degenerate from his former piety: in anfwer to 
which, it may be replied, that the comparifonin the text, under confideration, is 
not made to a company of horfes brought out of Egypt 9 which ran in Solomon's 
chariots, but to a company of horfes in Egypty which ran in Pharaoh' s chariots 
fo that this text falls very much Ihort of proving what it is produced for. 

His other chronological evidence .of this book’s belonging to the loofe and. 
vitious part of Solomon's life, is Cant . vii. 12. where mention is made of the 
chariots of Amminadib \ in which he fuppofes there are more proofs than one, 
of what he contends for: The firft is, that here are chariots referred to, as 
ufed in Judaa, which he fays, we only meet with once before, fince the days 
of Mofesy viz. 2 Sam. viii. 4. though that appears to be a miftake ; for Ab- 
falom prepared himfelf chariots and horfemen, 2 Sam. xv. 1. as did alfo Ado- 
nijaby 1 Kings \. 5. both which were before Solomon's acceffion to the throne. 
His other proof from this text is, that this Amminadib was one of the twelve 
rulers of provinces, who married Tapbathy the daughter of Solomon , 1 Kings 
iv. 11. and therefore he concludes that Solomon could not be a very young 
man when he wrote this book. To which I anfwer, 

ifty That it is not Amminadib but Abinadaby that is there mentioned. 

2 dly, That it was not Abinadaby but the fon of Abinadab that married. So- 
hmonfs daughter. " “ ““ ‘ * - ----- 

5 
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3 dly 9 It is not likely that king Solomon's fon-in-law fliould be a, chariot 
driver, as this Amminadib is thought to. be by many interpreters, who was 
famous for his {kill, courage, and lwiftnefs in driving. - , 

4 thly, This is not the proper name of any perfon, but are two words, as 
R . Aben Ezra, and R. Solomon Jarcbi obferve, and fliould be rendered the 
chariots of my free or princely people ; and therefore afford no chronological 
charaiter of any part of Solomon's life whatever.. 

The laft chronological evidence he mentions, p. io. and which he takes to 
be the principal and mod evident one, which, fli'ews in what particular time 
of Solomon's life this book was written, is Chap. vi. 8, 9. where mention is 
made of fixty queens and eighty concubines , and virgins without number ; which 
he thinks refers to Solomon's wicked practice of polygamy, exprefly forbid¬ 
den, Deut. xvii. 17. To which I reply, 

ijly That the alluflon does not feem to be made to the number of Solo¬ 
mon's queens and concubines, but to the cuftom of fome princes in the Eajl , 
which Solomon had in view ; for the number of queens and concubines here 
don’t agree with the number of Solomon' s, recorded 1 Kings x i. 3. where he is 
faid to have feven hundred wives , and three hundred .concubines, which is vaftiy 
different from the account which is given here.: and if it fliould be faid, that 
though when he wrote this book, he had not arrived to that prodigious 
pitch of wickednefs in the practice of polygamy, to which he afterwards 
did; yet he had begun,. and gohe a great way in it,, and had at that time 
he wrote it, fuch a number of wive$.*nd concubines, as are here mentioned,, 
which he refers to. I anfwer, . . v 

idly. That it is not likely that Solomon fliould prefer one of his wives, and praife 
her above all the reft ; which woul^ have been the way to have alienated their 
affedtions from him, and made her the objeft of their envy, as well as have railed, 
fuch domeftick feuds and quarrels, which would not eafily be laid. Befides, 
yEy, It does not feem reafonable to fuppofe that thofe other queens and 
concubines of Solomon's fliould fpeak .fo much in the praife and com¬ 
mendation of his lawful wife, as thefe are faid to do here ; which is not ufual 
tor fuch fort of perfons to do. As to thofe other texts referred to, viz. Chap . 
i. 3, 5. and ii. 7. and iii. 5, 10, 11. and v. 8, 16. and vi.. 9. and viii. 4, 6, 7. 
produced by Mr. Whifton , to prove that the perfon, who is the bridegroom 
in this fong, loved many other women and virgins,, of which his fpoufe was 
jealous; I need only lay, that thofe texts do. indeed exprefs the love of the 
daughters of Jerufalem to him, and. the; notice which the fpoufe took of. 
them, for whom ftie appears to have a very great value and affe&ion, to> 
whom flie often points out her beloved, and direfts them to obferve the tranf- 
cendent excellencies and beauties of his perfon, as well as ftrictly charges 
them to give him no difturbance : yet flie alfo fignifies her very great love 
and regard to him ; but no where infinuates any wandering affection or wanton, 
love in, him unto others, or that flie was jealous of him upon that account. 

II. His next reafon, p. 12, 13. is, “ that there is no. foundation for an, 
“ allegorical or myftical fenfe of this book ; there being not the lead fign 
tt ?f ? fober, virtuous, or divine meaning therein, nor any thing that in the 

“ lealt 
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44 lead concerns morality or virtue, God or religion, the Mefliah or his 
44 kingdom which, if true, would indeed go a great way again ft the au¬ 
thority of it; but I hope the following Expitifition will make it appear that 
there is a good foundation in it for a myftical or allegorical lenfe, agree¬ 
able enough to the analogy of faith •, as well as ftiew that there are many 
things in it, which encourage morality and virtue, promote the cauie of God 
and religion, and concern the Mefliah and his kingdom •, and Mr. IVbifion 
has not thought fit to give any one inftance which difcov&rs the contrary. 

III. He fays, p 13. that, 44 the introduftion of double or myftical fenfes 
44 ot feripture among the Jews, is much later than the d fc ays of Solomon* and 
44 cannot therefore be fuppofed to belong to any book of his writing but 
this does not appear to be true, for furcly the fpeech of Joiham to the men 
of $becbem> recorded in Judges ix. muft be underftood in an allegorical or 
myftical fenfe; and Nathan's parable, 2 Sam. x ii. 1. which were delivered 
long before Solomon's time. Moreover, the 4 $tb Pfalm is of the very fame 
ftrain, and bears a very near refemblance with this fong, which was wrote by 
Davidy Solomon's father: befides, fuppofe this allegorical and myftical way 
of writing had not been ufed before, by the infpired writers, it is no argument 
that it fhould not be ufed now, as it ‘ was afterwards in the writing of the 
new Teftament, as Mr. IVbifton confefles, p. 22. 

IV. Another reafon which he produces, p. 23. is, that “ neither the con- 
ce temporary, nor fucceeding writers of the Old Teftament, ever quote or 
“ allude to this book of CanticlcSy nor to any part thereof, upon any o£ca* 
44 fion whatfoever.” The fame may be faid of many other books of the 
Old Teftament, whofe authority was never yet called in queftion ; nor can 
this be Jook’d upon by judicious perfons, a fufficient reafon why any of them 
ihould. 

V. He fays, p. 24. 44 The apocryphal writers of the Old Teftament, ne- 
** ver quote nor allude to this book, nor to any part thereof upon any occa- 
<c whatfoever.” Which I perfuade myfelf, will .be no ways fhocking or 
flwmbling to any thoughtful Chriftian, nor be look’d upon by them as a fuf¬ 
ficient objection againft the authority of it; had they exprefly oppofed it, it 
could not have been very confiderably improved againft it, much lefs will 
their filence have any force to explode it *, and yet after all, in EccleJ, xlvii. 
18. Solomon is admired for his Songs, Proverbs, and Parables. 

VI. He urges, p. 25. that 44 Philo , the eminent Alexandrian Jew, who was’ 

“ contemporary with Chrift and his earlieft apoftles, and who was prodigi- 
44 oufly fend of myftical or allegorical fenfes of feripture, does yet never cite 
“ nor allude to this book of CanticUSy nof to any part of it, on any occafion 
44 whatfoever.” Be it fo, that it* is not once cited or alluded to in his writ¬ 
ings *, for though they are voluminous, there are but few citations of feripture 
in them ; yet it does not follow from thence that it muft be fpurious. Many 
books in the canon of the feripture, whofe authority is unqueftionahle, would 
yet (land upon a very precarious foundation, if citations out of them, artd 
allufions to them inhuman writings, tfere abfoluteJy neceflary to their conti¬ 
nuance in it. c 


VII. 
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VII. What he lays a confiderable ftrefs upon, and makes the main Foun¬ 
dation for the exclufion of this book, is, that Jofepbus not only, neither 
cites nor alludes to it, but has alfo left it out in his catalogue of the facred 
writings. That he lhould neither cite nor allude unto it, in writing a hiftory, 
need not be wondered at; but if it can be made appear that it is not to be 
found in his catalogue, it will indeed be a confiderable objection againft it.. 
Now the account which Jojepbus 1 gives of the facred writings among the 
Jews* is only this, viz. that they had only two and twenty books,, five of 
which are books of Mofes , thirteen wrote by the prophets, and the other four 
contained holy hymns and moral precepts. Now in this account he feems to 
have regard to the divifion of the books of the old Teftament into three 
parts m , ufed by the Jews; which was firft, the law ; fecondly, the prophets ; 
and thirdly, the Hagiographa ; which our Lord alfo takes notice of, Luke 
xxiv. 44. where he faith ; L’hefe are the words which I fpake unto you^ while: 
I was yet with you , that all things mujl be fulfilled , which were written in the 
law of Mofes, and in the prophets , and in the Pfalms , concerning me ; where 
by the Pfalms is meant the whole third part, called the Hagiographa , becaufe 
it began with that book; which alfo contained the moft plain and mani- . 
fell teftimonies of the perfon, .office, and fufferings of Chrift, than any other, 
book in that part did. Now the order of the books, according to this divi- 
fion of them, which Jofephus has a regard to, was this, viz. 


In the law, which was the firft divifion, flood 
r 1. Genefis. 

Thefe are the five books \ 2. Exodus-. 
of Mofes according to Jo- < 3. Leviticus .. 
fephus . 1 4. Numbers. 

L 5» Deuteronomy. 

In the prophets, which was the fecond divifion, ftood 

1. Jofioua. 

2> Judges , with Ruth\ which make but one 
book. 

3. Samuel 1 and 2. but one book ; hence Samuel 
is called a prophet. A£is xiii. 20. 

|. 4. Kings 1 and 2. but one book. 

5. Ifaiah. 

6 . Jeremiah , with, the Lamentations ,, but one 
book. 


Thefe are the thirteen books ^ 
of the prophets, accord--' 


ing to Jofephus . 


7. Ezekiel. 

8. Daniel. 

9. The twelve minor prophets, but one book; 
Vid . Mar. i. 2. Ably vii. 42. 

10. Job. 

11. Ezra and Nebemiab, but one book. 

12. EJlher. 

i 13. Chronicles 1 arid 2. but orie book.. 

IiV 

[ Contr. Apion. Lx. ® Buxtorf. Tiberias,, c. ij. 
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In the Hagiogropba t which was the third divifion, flood 

‘ • ; i 

Thefe are the four* books C i. Pfalms . J 

containing holy hymns) 2. Proverbs . 
and moral precepts, ac-J 3. Ecclefwfles . 
cording to Jofphus. t. 4- , in all 22. 

From hence it appears, that there is no force in this obje&ion; nor has Mr. 
TVbijlon any reaion to charge Dean Prideaux with forcing this book of Solomon's 
Song into Jofepbus'* catalogue; for his twenty two books cannot be made up with¬ 
out it \ though the Dm# had no manner of reafon to leave out the book of Chro¬ 
nicles y feeing Ezra and Nehemiah y which he makes to be two books are com¬ 
prehended in one by the Jews, which he himfelf alfo n obferves. The Jews in¬ 
deed, at this prefent time, reckon the books of the old Teftament to be twenty- 
four, and that.by making Ruth, which is a continuation of the hiftory of the 
book of Judges ^and the Lamentations , which were wrote by Jeremy , and fo pro¬ 
perly belong to him,-two books diftintt by themfelves ; and even in this account 
of theirs of the facred writings, this book of Canticles keeps its place, nor did they 
ever pretend to exclude it. 

VIII. Another argument ufed by Mr .JVbifton y p. 29. is, that “ ourblefled 
“ Saviour himfelf does never once make the leaft allufion to this book, or to 
44 any part of it, on any occafion whatfoever ” : To this I reply, that it ap¬ 
pears plain and manifeft, that feveral phrafes ufed by our Saviour, bear a near 
refemblance with, are allufions to, and feem to be taken out of this book : 
Thus the efficacious grace of God is exprefied, by drawing , John vi. 44. agree¬ 
able to Cant . i. 4. In his difeourfe with Nicodemus y lie compares the holy 
Spirit to the wind, John iii. 8. which metaphor is ufed Cant . iv. 16. likewife 
he feems manifeftly to ailude, in Mat. xiii. 52. where the inftruElcd Scribe is 
faid to bring forth things new and old> to Cant. vii. 13. where the very phrafe 
is ufed : As alfo his comparing the church to a vineyard , and letting it out 
to hufbandmen, are very agreeable to, and are the very phrafes ufed Cant. 
vlii. 11, 12. To all which might be added, feveral other refemblances and 
allufions, which are to be found in the evangelic hiftory, as Mat . xxv. 1, 5. 
compared v/uh Cant. v. 2. and Mat. ix. 13. John iii. 29. where Chrift is 
called the bridegroom, and the difciples the children of the bride-chamber y agree¬ 
able to the feveral parties in this fong. 

IX. He fays, p. 30 that 44 when St. John, the beloved difciple, came 
44 at the end of his Revelation , to this very matter of the marriage of the Lamb y 
44 -or Mejftas ; yet have we not a word of it, i. e. this book, nor the lead 
u allufion to it, or to any part of it, whatfoever That John , in his book 
of Revelation , refers and alludes to this of Solomon's Song y feems undeniable ; 
every one may eafily obf vve what a likenefs and refembiance there is between 
the defeription which the fpouf_ gives of her beloved in Cant . v. and that 
which John gives of Chriil in Rev. i. Moreover, the phrafe of Chrift’s ft and - 

ing 

\ Conneftioh c f jjip hiftory of the old and new Tdlamejit, part 1. book 5#p. 332. 8vo. 
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ing at the door, and knocking , Rtv. iii. 2d. manifeftly refers unto, and plainly ap¬ 
pears to be takeri out of Cant . v. 2. whefe the fpbufe fays, it is the voice of my 
beloved that knocUth, faying, open to mt, &c. Befides what John fays of the 
marriage of the Lamb, and the preparation of the bride for it ; if it is not 
an allufion to, yet it is a confirmation of what is faid in this book, where the 
church is reprefetited as beautifully array’d and adorn’d, and as pafiionately 
wilhing for the confummation of the marriage; nay,, this is fpoken of as 
compleated. Cant . ii. 16. and the glory and pOrrip of the folemnity defcrib’d. 
Cant . iii. 11. with the joy that was exprefied on that occalion; for there the 
day of his efpoufals is called the day of the gladnefs of his heart ; alfo it de¬ 
fences our notice, that thofe two books of Revelation and Solomon’s Song, 
conclude much in the fame manner. John clofes his book of the Reve¬ 
lation, and with it the' canon of the fcriptures, with a paflionate wifli for 
Chrift’s fecond coming, faying. Amen ; even fo come , Lord JeJus: and the 
church concludes the book of Solomon’s Song thus; Make hafte , my beloved, 
and be thou like to a roe , or to a young hart upon the mountains of fpices . 

X. As what he thinks will much prejudice the authority of this book, he 
fays, p. 30. that “ the writers of the known books of the newTeftament, with 
“ their earlieft companions, the apoftolical fathers of the firft century; St. 
“ Matthew , St. John , St. Peter, St. Paul , St. Mark , St. Luke , St. James, 
“ St. Jude, St. Clement, in his epiftles, St. Barnabas, that prodigious alle- 
<c gorizer, and St. Hennas: I may add (fays he) and St. Polycarp alfo, one 
“ of their later companions, do never once cite or allude to this book of 
“ Canticles, or to any part of it, on any occafion whatfoever.” That the 
evangelifts, Matthew and John, either in ufing their own, or in recording the 
words of Chrift, have alluded to fome pafiages in this book, I have already 
Ihown, and the fame may be faid of the other evangelifts, Mark and Luke, 
who mention feveral of the very fame things; for which, fee Mark ii. 19, 
20. and xii. 1. Luke v. 34, 35. and xx. 9. and it feems very evident, the 
apoftle Paul has reference to it in many palfages of his writings, as will ap¬ 
pear from comparing 2 Cor . ii. 14, 15, 16. Epb. v. 2. with Cant. i. 3. 
as alfo Col. ii. 16,, 17. Heb. x. 1. with Cant. ii. 17. and iv. 6. to which may 
be added, Epb. v. 27. compared with Cant. iv. 7, So that feeing there are 
fo many paftages in feveral of the writers of the known books of the New 
Teftament, which bear fo near a refemblance, and have fo manifeft an allu- 
fion to fome parts of this book ; it need not much concern us, that Clement, 
Barnabas, Hermas and Polycarp take no notice of it. 

XI. What he thinks will much prejudice the authority of this book, is, 

“ that the Apojlolical Conjlitutions give no manner of reafon to fuppofe that 
u this book of Canticles was then looked upon as a book of feripture, but 
cc the direft contrary.” Now thofe books called the Conjlitutions of the 
Apojlles , by Clement, Mr. Whijlon looks upon to be truly authentic and apo¬ 
ftolical ; when they appear manifeftiy, to be fpurious, entirely deftitute of 
apoftolical authority, of a much later date than the times of the apoftles, 
and containing feveral things and doftrines direftly oppofite unto them. As 
for inftance, praying with the face to the Eaft, is enjoyn’d, 1 . 2. c. 57. 

C and 
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and 1 . 7. c. 44. Trigamy is afferted to be an indication of incontinehcy \ 
and fuch marriages as are beyond the third, are called manifeft forni¬ 
cation, and unqueftionable uncleannefs, 1 . 3. c. 2. Anointing with oil in 
baptifm is enjoin'd, 1 . 3. c. 15, 16. and 1 . 7. c. 27, 41, 42. The keeping, 
of the day of Chrift's nativity, Epiphany , the Quadragefima , ©r Lent* the 
feaft of the paffover, and the feftivals of. the apoftles, 1. 5. c. 13. and 
1 . 8. c. 33. Falling on the fourth and fixth days of the week, 1 . 5. c. 15. 
Baptizing of infants, 1.6. c. 15. Singing for the dead, and honouring of 
their reliques. 1 . 6 . c. 30. Nay, praying for faints departed, 1 . 8. c. 41, 42, 
43, 44. As alfo eroding with the fign of the crofs in the forehead, 
1 . 8. c. 12. Moreover, the Lord’s fupper is called an unbloody facrifice, 
1 . 6. c. 23. and 1 . 8. c. 5, 46. 'Tis likewife afferted, that Chrift, in the 
celebration of that ordinance, mixed wine and water in the cup, 1.8. c. 12. 
Nay, concubines continuing fo, are allowed an admittance to a participation 
of that facred ordinance, 1. 8. c. 32. with many other things which appear 
foreign enough from the fimplicity of the apoftolic age, dodtrine, and 
practice. And now who that reads and confiders thefe things, will ever 
think that thofe writings can furnifti out an argument fufficient to prejudice 
the authority of the book of Solomon's Song ? had any thing been faid in 
them, which was exprefsly againft it, it would fearce have deferved con- 
fideration, much lefs fhould their filence about it be improved as an evidence 
againft it. And yet after all, it is pretty to obferve how much Mr. Whifton 
himfelf is foiled with two paffages in them, which appear to be allufions 
and references to a paffage in this book ; the one is in 1. 6. c. 13. where 
the falfe apoftles are called aXwTrixuu ^ajuai^iSAcov dy.octpoLvis-xl* 

the portions of foxes j and the fpoilers of the low vineyards: And again, in 
the fame book, c. 18. where thofe fame perfons are faid to fpoil the 
church of God* co; ccXwttehes juinpol a^7rfXwvaf, as the little foxes do the vine - 
yards *, which are manifeft references to Cant. ii. 15. and over againft the 
the latter of which paffages Mr. Whifton himfelf has placed this text as 
referring to it, in the Edition of the Conftitutions , which he has pub- 
lifhed. Now to evade the force of this, he is obliged to make this part 
of the work to be of a later date than the reft, even later than the de- 
ftruftion of Jerufalem ; left this book of Canticles fhould appear to have 
obtained authority too early in the world: He acknowledges that it is in 
the catalogue of the facred writings, mentioned in the Canons of the Apoftles* 
Can. 85. which he looks upon to be genuine and authentick, though he 
queftions its being in the original copies of thofe canons ; he allows, that 
Ignatius , in his larger epiftle to the Epbejians , cites Cant . i. 3, 4. and is 
very willing to grant it a place in Meltto' s catalogue, which I have before 
mentioned: So that from the whole it appears, that the Apoftolical Conftilu- 
tions are fo far from making againft the authority of this book, that they 
rather make for it; though their teftimony is good for nothing, the whole 
being a fpurious work, and carries in it evident marks of falfhood and 
impiety, and was condemned as falfe and heretical by the fixth gene¬ 
ral 
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ral fynod, held at Conftantinople \ about the year 680. Thus have I 
confidered the feveral arguments and obje&ions produced by Mr. Wbifton 
to difprove the facred authority of this book, which, notwithftanding, 
appears to have a divine ftamp upon it There is one objection more 
made againft it, which I think Mr. Wbifton has took no notice of, and 
that is, that no proper name of God is to be found in this fong. To 
which ,I reply, in the words of n Mr. Durham 5 u 1. That it is lb alio 
“ in other fcriptures, as in the book of Efther \ the fcripture’s authority 
<c doth not depend on naming the name of God, but on having his 
“ warrant and authority. 2. This fong being allegorical and figurative, 
“ it’s not fo meet nor confiftent with its ftyle, to have God named under 
“ proper names, as in other fcriptures: Yet, 3. There are-titles and'de- 
“ fcriptions here given to an excellent perfon, which'can agree to none 
“ other but Chrift, the eternal fon of God-, as, the king, O thou whom 
u my foul loveth, the chief of ten thoufands , the rofe of Sharon, and the 
“ like; whereby his eminency is Angularly fet out above all others in 
“ the world”. Hence it appears, that the facred and divine authority 
of this book remains firm and unlhaken, notwithftanding thofe objedtions 
made againft it; nor is there any reafon for perfons to lcruple it, much 
lefs to rejedt it from the canon of the fcriptures, efpecially feeing it may be 
improved and made ufeful for the confolation and edification of God’s 
people. I proceed, ; . ; c - • ’ 

Secondly, To confider the Nature and fubjedtof this book ; it being a fong 
in which the bride and bridegroom, with their friends and companions, the 
daughters of JerUfalem , bear their feveral parts ; -and it being a divine fong, 
is, no doubt, intended for the glorifying of Chrift, the chearing and refrefliing 
of his church, and alfo the edification of others ; for it is the duty of faints 
to be teaching zi\d, admonifhing one another in pfalms and hymns, >and fpiritual 
fongs ; fingtng with grace in their hearts to the Lord . I lhall not enter into 
the confideration of the contrbverfy, whether finging of the praifesof God 
vocally, is an ordinance to be ufed under the new. Teftament, though I firmly 
believe it to be fo ; nay, that it is one of the moft noble, and moft glo¬ 
rious branches pf religious w.orlhip, it being that which comes neareft to the 
employment of faints in a glorified ftate j and what requires a great deal of 
light, knowledge, experience, faith and love to perform in a right way and 
manner: nor Ihall,I need to obferve thofe feveral cafes of confcience con¬ 
cerning finging, which have a very good folution from this fong; fuch as 
thefe, viz. whether the diftreffed cafes of God’s children may be fung, or 
they fing when in diftrefied; circumftances: Whether complaints of their 
fins, failings and infirmities, maybe put-, into their fongs: Whether cafes 
different h'om theirs, yea, fuch .as they have not attained unto, may be 

"C 2i fung; 

Vid. Carranzae Summa Concil. Cone. Conftantinop. 6 . Can. 2. 
m Since I wrote this, I have met with an Anfwer to thefe Arguments of Mr. Whifion by the 
very learned Carpzorius, ProfelTor of Divinity in the Uriiverfity of Lcipfick, publiihed in his 
Critic a Sacra , Par. 3. which was printed in the Year 1728, the :fame Year my Expolition of 
this Book iirlt came out. In the Year 1729 was publiihed a Tranllatjon of the Critica Sacra 
into Englijh , fo far as it is concerned with Mr, Wbifton, by Mofes Marcus , a converted Jew, 

“ In Clav. Cant* p. 5. 
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lung; as *lfo whether it is lawful to jfijg.the praifcs bf God inmixM 
afllmblies \ all which may be anfwcred in. the affirmative, and for which 
this long affords a fufficient foundation ; the church here bringing her 
forrows and diltrelfes into this fong, as well as her comforts and privileges, 
Ch. i. 6. and iii. i. and v. 7. nay, her fins and failings, Ch. i. 5, 6. and 
v. 2, 3, 4. Very different cafes are alfo here fungj yea, fuch, which if taken 
in a ft rift fenie, Ihe had not fully attained to, as in Ch. viii. 12. More¬ 
over, fhe fings in the prefence of, and joins with the Virgins the daugh¬ 
ters of Jerusalem , who feemed in a great meafure to be ignorant of Chrift, 
Ch . v. 8, 9. and vi. 8, .9, 10. all which are largely and judicioufly infilled 
upon by the excellent Mr. Durham , in his Exposition of this place, to which 
I refer the reader: I proceed more particularly to confidcr the nature and 
lubjeft of this fong ; which, 

1 ft. Is not a celebration of the amours between Solomon and Pharaoh's 
daughter, 4 which has been the opinion of fome, as has been already ob- 
ferved ; for there are fome things in it which are fpoken of this bridgroom, 
which cannot be applied to Solomon , as that he was both a king and a [hep- 
herd, as in Ch. i. 4. compared with ver. 7. that he was his wife’s brother, and 
Ihe his filler, Ch . v. 2. and viii. 1. Nor is it likely that Solomon would ever 
give fuch commendations of himfelf, # as are mentioned in Ch. v. 10. &c. 
There are alfo many things fpoken of the bride, which by no means agree 
with Pharaoh's daughter, as that Ihe was a keeper of the vineyards , Ch. i. 6. and 
yet a prince's daughter , Ch. vii. 1. that Ihe fhould be reprefented as running 
about the ftreets in the night, unattended, Ch. iii. 2. and be expofed to the 
blows and contempt of the watchmen, Ch. v. 7. befides, feveral of the de- 
deferiptions here given of her, if taken in a literal fenfe, would rather make 
her appear to be a monller than a beauty, as Ch. iv. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. and 
Ch. vii. 1, 2* 3, 4, 5. all which agree very well, when underftood of Chrift, 
^nd his Church. Nor, 

2dly. Is it typical, that is to fay, this book does not exprefs the amours 
and marriage of Solomon and Pharaoh's daughter, as typical of that inex- 
preffible love and marriage-union between Chrift and his church ; ’tis true, 
there is fome refemblance between natural and fpiritual marriage, as is ma- 
nifeft from Eph.v . 23, 24, 25, 29, 31, 32. nor is it altogether to be de¬ 
nied, that Solomon was a type of Chrift, in fome refpefts. In his marriage 
of that perfon; but that this book is an Epitbalamiutn, or nuptial fong 
compofed by him on that occafion, and that in fuch a manner, as at the 
fame time alfo to be expreffive of the love of Chrift to his church, mult 
be denied; for Solomon's marriage of Pharaoh's daughter was at leaft twenty 
years before this book was wrote, as appears from Ch. vii. 4. where men¬ 
tion is made of the tower c/Lebanon, by which feems to be meant, thehoufe 
of the forejl of Lebanon, or fome tower near unto it; now he was feven years 
in building the temple, 1 Kings vi. 38. and thirteen more in building his own 
houfe, 1 Kings vii. 1. after which he built this, ver. 2. From hence it may 
be reafonably concluded, that this book was not penned on any fuch occafion; 

1 for 
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for Solomon would never write a nuptial fong twenty years after his mar¬ 
riage, which (hould have been fung the fame night he was married. Nor, 

. %dly. Is this book prophetic, exprefling the ftate of the church and king¬ 
dom of Chrift in the feveral ages of the world, with regard to particular 
hiftorical fadts and events, which had befel or ihould befal it, either under 
the old pr new Teftament difpenfation •, this way indeed go moft of the 
Jewifh interpreters, as the Targum, R. Solomon Jarcbi , and R. Aben Ezra ; 
who have been followed by many Chriftian writers, as Brightman , Cotton y 
Cocceius , &c. though with more judgment and greater regard to the ana¬ 
logy of faith, as well as to the times of the new Teftament: But hereby 
the book is made liable to arbitrary, groundlefs and uncertain conjectures, 
as well as its ufefulnefs for the inftrudion and confolation of believers, 
in a great meafure, laid afide *, for then fuch and fuch parts of it, which 
regard the church and believers, in fuch an age or period of time, can only 
be applied to them that live at that time, and not to others •, whereas all, 
and every part of this fong, the firft as well as the laft, is applicable to 
believers in all ages of the world, which is a manifeft proof that it can¬ 
not be hiftorical or prophetical.. But, 

4 thly. The whole is figurative and allegorical; fetting forth in a variety 
of lively metaphors, the mutual love, union and communion, which are 
between Chrift and his church ; alfo exprefiing the feveral different frames, 
cafes and circumftances which attend believers in this life; fo that they 
can come into no ftate or condition, but here is fomething in this fong 
fuited to their experience •, which ferves much to recommend it to believers, 
and difcovers the excellency of it. Which, 

Thirdly , Comes next to be confidered, it being called the Song of Songs , 
for this reafon, becaufe it is the moft excellent of fongs ; fo the holy of holies 
is ufed for the moft holy, and the King of kings and Lord of lords, for the 
greateft King and chiefeft Lord. This fong is more excellent than all 
human fongs ; there’s no comparifon between them, either in the fubjeft, 
ftile, or manner of compofition: it has the afeendant of all thofe 1005 fongs, 
which Solomon himfelf made, of which we read, 1 Kings iv. 32. nay, is 
preferable to all fcriptural fongs; the fubjeft of it being wholly and purpofely 
the love of Chrift to his .church ; its ftile is lovely and majeftic ; the man¬ 
ner of its compofition neat and beautiful \ and the matter of it full and 
comprehenfive, being fuited to all believers, and their feveral cafes: This 
fong indeed contains all others in it, and has nothing wanting and defi¬ 
cient therein. The Jews fay in their ancient book of Zohar % that <c this 
fong comprehends the whole law; the whole work of the creation ; 
46 the fecret of the fathers*, the captivity of Egypt , and the coming out 
46 of Ifrael from thence ; the fong that was fung at the fea *, the covenant 
44 of mount Sinai \ the journey of the Ifraelites through the wildernefs ; 
44 their entrance into the land of Canaan ; the building of the temple*, the 
V crown of the holy name3 the captivity of Ifrael among the nations, and 

their 
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«« their redemption; the refurredtion of the dead ; and the fabbath of the 
“ Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come.” 

Fourthly , The author or penman of this fong, is faid to be Soltimon \ the 
Seng of Songs y which is Solomon^, i. e. which is of\ or concerning Solo¬ 
mon, p as the words may be render'd *, and fo refpedt the fubjedt of this fong, 
which is Chrift, the true Solomon y of whom Solomon was an eminent type, as 
is at large ftiewn in feveral particulars, on Ch . iii. 7. Now ’tis he that this 
fong treats of; the tranfeendent glories and excellencies of his perfon ; his 
inexpreftible love unto, care of and concern for his church and people, to¬ 
gether with the nearnefs of accefs unto, and fweet communion and fellow¬ 
ship with himfelf, which he indulges them with, are here particularly ex- 
prefled and fet forth; fo that it may well be called the Song of Songs , which 
is concerning Solomon: though, perhaps, the words may regard Solomon as 
the author and penman of it, who was ufed by the holy Ghoft as his Ama - 
nuenfis therein, which was no fmall honour to him ; his wifdom, riches and 
grandeur, did not fet him above an employment of this nature ; nay, his be¬ 
ing concerned herein, was a greater honour to him than all the relt: and it 
may not be amifs to obferve, that his royal title, as king of Ifrael, is here 
omitted, which yet is put at the beginning of both his other books. Proverbs 
and Eccle/iajles ; the reafon may be, either becaufe fuch a title, expreflive of 
majefty, would not fo well have fuited a fong of loves ; or elfe it is purpofe- 
ly omitted, left he ihould be thought to be the king, fo frequently fpoken 
of in this fong •, or rather becaufe that the fubjedt of this fong is the King of 
kings ; and therefore, whilft he is fpeaking of the things which he had made, 
touching the king , he lays afide his own royal title, veils his majefty, and cafts 
his crown at the feet of him, by whom kings reign , and 'princes decree jujlice . 
The time of his writing this book does not appear very manifeft; fome think 
that he wrote it in his youthful days, the fubjedt being love, and the manner 
of its writing being poetry , both which the youthful age moftly inclines to, 
and delights in ; but it appears from what has been already faid, that it was 
not wrote until twenty years after his marriage, when he could not be a 
▼ery young man ; it feems therefore molt likely that he wrote it a little be¬ 
fore his death, after his fall and repentance, when he had had a larger dif- 
«overy of the love of God unto his own foul, notwithftanding all hw'fins, 
failings, and infirmities; and fo a proper perfon for the holy Ghoft to life in 
letting forth the greatnefs of Chrift’s love to his people, and the fevdral dif¬ 
ferent ftates, conditions, cafes and circumftances, which they are, at one 
time of another, brought into in this life, of which he had had a very great 
experience. But from the title, I Ihall now proceed to the confideration of 
ihe book it felf j which thus begins, 

f So Midrafli in loc. 
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Yer. 2. Let him kifs me with the kiffes of his mouth j for thy love 

is better than wine. 

\ 

H Aving confidered the title, now follows the fong it felf, which begins 
with thefe words ; and it being dialogue-wife, where feveral parties are 
concerned, and do interchangeably fpeak, it will be therefore neceffary, in 
order to explain them, to confider, 

I. Who the perfon is that fpeaks and begins the fong, 

IL To whom this fpeechis diredted. 

III. The nature of the requeft that is made. And, 

IV. The reafon of it. 

I. Let us confider who the perfon is that fpeaks ; it appears clearly to be 
the church and bride of Chrift, who here begins and continues fpeaking, to 
v.er. 8. She firft diredts her fpeech to Chrift, in this and the two following 
verfes; in ver. 5, 6.. Ihe turns , her felf to the daughters of Jerufalem \ and 
then again to Chrift, in ver. 7. ftie begins the fong, which, 

ift. Does not fuppofe that Ihe was firft in her love to Chrift : (lie was 
not before-hand with him, either in the love or in the expreflions, and mani- 
feftations of it; for he had loved her with an everlafting love, and therefore 
had thus fweetly drawn her with the bands of love , to himfelf. ‘Chrift is 
firft, both in his love and in the dilcovery of it; for we love him , becaufe 
be frft loved us ; ’tis the manifeftation of Chrift’s love to our iouls, which 
caufes us to love him again, and in fome way or other to fhew it. 

2 dfyj Neither does it fuppofe, that her love to Chrift, and defirts of his 
prefence and company, were more ardent than his were to her •, for as 
Chrift’s love is prior to ours, fo it far exceeds, and is much fuperior to it ; 
neither can believers be more defirous of Chrift’s company, than he is of 
theirs. But, 

3 dly. It fhews that flie was impatient of delay, and could not bear his ab- 
fence any longer; Ihe was fick of love, for hope deferred maketb the heart 
Jick *, flie had, perhaps, been hoping, waiting for, and expedting his prefence 
a confiderable time, and he was not come; therefore growing impatient, 
breaks out in this abrupt manner, let him kifs me , &c. or, O that he would 
kifs me with one of the kiffes of his mouth ; I cannot be eafy unlefs he 
does. 

Athly , She fpeaks as one who had had experience of Chrift’s love; flie 
knew how fweet the kiffes of his mouth were, and how delightful his com¬ 
pany had been to her in time paft *, flie had tafled that the Lord was gra¬ 
cious^ and therefore was.fo earneftly defirous of the returns of thefe love-, 
vifits, venting her heart and foul in thefe paflionate wifhes and defires. And, 
$thly $ Though Chrift gives the firft difcoveries of love on his part; yet 
when the church is efpoufed unto him, it highly becomes her to Ihew an 
affedlionate regard unto him, and ftrong defire after his company. 

Ill 
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II. It will be proper to take notice of the perfon to whom this fpeech is di¬ 
rected, and that is Chrift-, and the form of fpeech here tiled, is alfo worthy 
our regard ; here’s no particular mention made of any perfon ; no one particu¬ 
larly named, whofe company Hie deiired *, but only him, let him kifs me, &c. 
*tis a relative without an antecedent, of which’ we have many inftances in 
feripture, as Pfal. Ixxxvii. i. Jfa. liii. 2. Lam. iii. i. unlefs we fuppeifethat 
the antecedent to it is Solomon, in ver. 1. let him, i. e. Solomon, or Chrift, 
who is Solomon' s anti-type, whofe fong this is, and who is the fubjeCt of it -, 
let him, I fay, kifs me with the kijfes of his mouth though the connection fee ms 
rather to be with the thoughts of her heart, than with any words before ex- 
preffed : fhe had had him lb much in her thoughts, and her love was fo fix¬ 
ed on him, Ihe knew him fo well, and had had fo much converfe with him, 
that fhe thought there was no need to mention his name-, but that every 
one mud very well know who fhe defigned ; as Mary Magdalene , at Chrift’s 
fepulchre, when Jefus faid unto her, s woman, why weepejl thou? whom 
feekejl thou ? fhe fuppofing him to be the gar diner, faith unto him ; Sir, if thou 
have born him hence, tell me where thoU haft laid him, and I will take him 
away . Suppofe he had been the gardiner, how* fhould he have known who 
this him was fhe meant ? But lhe was much in the fame frame as the church 
is here, who fpeaks of Chrift as if there was no other in the world befides 
him ; and indeed he’s a nonfuch, the moft eminent perfon in the world, in 
the believers efteem whofe language is, whom have I in heaven but thee ? 
and there is none upon earth that 1 deftre befides thee , Pfal. lxxiii. 25. Chrift 
then is the perfon here fpoken of, whom fhe intends, and to whom (he di¬ 
rects her fpeech. 

III. Having took notice of the perfon fpeaking, and to whom this fpeech 
is direfted, we will now confider the requeft it felf, which is here made, let 
him kifs me, &c. and this may be confidered, either, 

Firft, As the requeft of the church, under the old Teftament. And that, 

jft. For the manifeftation of Chrift in the flefh ; than which nothing was 
more pafiionately longed for, and earneftly defired; many kings and pro¬ 
phets greatly defired it yea, all the Old Teftament faints did more or 
lefs pray, as David did, r 0 that the falvation of Ifrael were come out of Zion} 
and,this they were fo vehemently defirous of, becaufe they kneW hereby Re¬ 
demption from all evil would be obtained, the curfe retnefvedj. add !all fpiri* 
tual bleffings procured for them* Chrift’s incarrtaddfoeing, like kiffes, a 
pledge and indication of his love, was very defirableto the Church', and, as 
appears by her exprefiions, would be exceeding grateful to all thofe who 
were waiting for the confolation of Ifrael: He had fent his prophets, and 
by them had fpoken unto her at fundry times , and in divers manners \ yet fhe 
is not eafy and contented herewith, but would have greater difplays of his 
grace, by his appearing in his own perfon to kifs her with the kiffes of his’ 
mouth. 


s John xx. 15. 


f Pfal. xiv, 7. 
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2 dly, For the do&rines of the gofpel, in oppofition to the law. Moft of 
the * Jewifli writers underftand, by the kifles of his mouth, the words of the 
law, which God fpake to the people face to face ; but that difpenfation was 
not fo defirable an one j for they that heard that voice of words , intreated that 
the word Jhould not be fpoken to them any more ; for they [aid unto Mofes c , 
/peak thou with us, and we will hear •, but let not God Jpeak with us , lejl we 
die . The words of the law contain lharp and fevere rebukes for fin; pro¬ 
nounce the finner guilty before God; curfe and condemn him, and are the 
killing letter to him ; therefore thefe are not the kifles of Chrift’s mouth, 
which the church here defires * but rather they are the fweet and comfortable 
do&rines of the gofpel, which may be fo called. 

1. Becaufe they come from him ; they are the words of his mouth, which 
drop from him like fweet fmelling myrrh ; he is the author of them, he has 
fpoke and delivered them, they proceed alone from him, and ’tis he that 
owns, blefles, and makes them ufeful to men. 

2. As kifles, they carry in them intimations of his love to fouls, to whom 
they come in power, and in the holy Ghojl ; the love of Chrift is the great 
fubjeft of the gofpel; it fills all the dottrines thereof, which give a noble dif- 
play of it, and lead into a farther acquaintance with it. 

3. As the kifles of a friend, they are grateful and acceptable to believers *, 
they are more valuable to them than their neceflary food, and are preferred 
by them to all that’s dear in life, yea, to life it felf, however they are flight¬ 
ed and defpifed by the men of the world. 

4. As kifles, they raife the affe&ions and fill the foul with love to Chrift; 
kifles, as they are indications of, fo they are incentives to love. When the 
truths of the gofpel come with power upon a Tinner’s heart, they let in, not 
only a great deal of light, but alfo a large meafure of love •, faith comes 
hereby, and that works by love, both to Chrift and to his Gofpel. Or, 

Secondly, We may confider this requeft as the requeft of the church, or of 
every particular believer, for the enjoyments and manifeftations of Chrift’s 
love. The manifeftation of Chrift’s love is very defirable to believers, who 
would always have it if they could ; this is their heaven on earth, and the 
beginning of glory to them 5 this comforts them in all their troubles, and is 
preferred by them to all earthly enjoyments and may be called the kifles of 
Chrift’s mouth. 

\jt, Becaufe kifles are evidences and pledges of love amongft neareft rela¬ 
tions: Chrift ftands in, and fills up all relations to his people, and has affec¬ 
tions for them fuitable to them all \ he is a kind and indulgent father, a tender 
hufband, an affeftionate brother, and loving friend ; of all which he has 
given, and continues to give, full, and inconteftable proofs; of which the 
kifles of his mouth are plain and undeniable evidences. 

2 dly, Kifles are tokens of reconciliation and agreement. Now though re¬ 
conciliation is made by the blood of Chrift, and believers have the comfortable 
application of it to their fouls; yet every time that Chrift withdraws his pre- 
fence from them, they are ready to think that he is angry with them, 

..... . and 

* Midrafti,Targum. R. Sol, Jarchi, and R. Abcn Ezra inloc. 1 Exod, xx, 19. 
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and is not reconciled unto them; but when he (hews himfelf again, and 
manitefts his love, then they can behold him, and God in him, as recon¬ 
ciled unto them. 

$dly % Kifles are incentives to love : there's nothing raifes believers love high¬ 
er to Chrift, than the flowing in of his love into their fouls; this warms it 
when cold and chill, raifes it to a flame, quickens it when dull, puts it in 
motion, and fets it at work. 

4 tbly. By this expreflion the church intends that nearnefs and familiarity, 
in communion with Chrift, which her foul wanted •, which was not only to 
fhew himfelf to her, feed and feaft her, and take his walks with her; by 
all which phrafes, communion with Chrift is fometimes exprefled ; but to be 
killed with the kifles of his mouth, which is yet nearer ftill: well may the faints 
be faid to be a people near to the Lord ; what wondrous and furprizing grace 
is this, that Chrift Ihould condefcend to kifs fuch vile and finful creatures 
as we be! to receive us into fuch near communion with himfelf! It is a 
bold requeft the church makes, and yet fhe is in it no bolder than welcome. 
Thefe are called kijfes , in the plural number. 

1. To'fhew the various ways Chrift has to manifeft his love, fometimes 
by one providence, and fometimes by another, fometimes in one ordinance, 
and fometimes in another ; he is not ty*d to one way, but has divers ways, 
and makes ufe of various means to fhew himfelf unto his people ; he is never 
at a lofs when he thinks fit to do it. 

2. To denote the frequent and repeated aftings of his love to her foul; 
which fhe was defirous of; fhe was for having not one kifs, but many, one 
difeovery and manifeftation of his love and grace after another ; yea, many 
vifits from him, until fhe arrived to the full enjoyment of his love, with 
himfelf, in glory. Or, 

3. The words may be read thus ; let him kifs me with one of the kijfes of 
his mouth. See Cb. iv. 9. and then the fenfe is; 44 O that I had but one 
“ glimpfe, one view, one difeovery more of his love and grace unto my 
44 foul, but one kifs more from his month, which is mojl fweet , and altoge- 
44 ther lovely ; how great a fatisfaftion would it be to me, could I have but 
44 this requeft grantedwhich way of fpeaking Ihews how exceeding 
grateful the manifeftations of Chrift's love are to believers. Again, Thefe are 
alfo faid to be the kijfes of bis mouth , which is not to be looked upon as a mere 
Hebraifm, or as a redundancy in expreflion; but this heaping up of words 
fhew, 

(1.) The vehemency of her affeftion, how much her heart was fet upon, 
and how eagerly defirous fhe was of, communion with Chrift ; and therefore 
pours out words, that fhe might fully exprefs her mind ; for out of the 
abundance of the hearty the mouth fpeaketh. 

(2.) She mentions the kifles of his mouthy in contradiftindlion to any other; 
(he valued the kifles of no other mouth but Chrift’s ; the kifles of any mouth 
were not defirabk to her, none but the kifles of his mouth were. 

(3.) She does hereby exprefs the Angular fatisfa&ion fhe fhould rake here¬ 
in ; let him kifs me with the kijfes of his mouth 5 44 his mouthy which is fweet 

1 44 and 
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“ and delightful to me ; hi\ mouth , whom my foul loves, whom I value and 

“ efteem above all others, and in the enjoyment of whom I place my chipfeft 
“ happinefs.” Or, 

(4.J It may point out that particular way and manner in which fhe was de- 
firous that he would manifeft his love unto her, i. e. by his word of promife 
in the gofpel; as if fhelhould fay, “ O that he would manifeft himfelf, and 
“ break up his love and grace to my foul, in fome kind promife or other, 
iC which may drop from his mouth, and be brought home unto me by the 
‘ c fpirit of grace.” 

Fourthly , She affigns a reafon for this requeft, for thy love is better than 
<wine\ here is a fudden change of perfon, from the third to the fecond ; 
before fhe faid y let him kifs we> &c. now fli.e fays, for thy love , &c. the rea- 

fon of which, perhaps, is, becaufe he was .abfent before, but now prefent; 

(he had loft fight of him, and fpeaks of him as at a diftance from her *, but 
now he is in view, at the very fight of whom her faith is increafed, and her 
foul fired with love ; and having greater nearnefs. to him, grows in her fami¬ 
liarity and boldnefs with him. 

Here we (hall, i. Take notice of the love of Chrift, and give fome account 
of the nature and excellency of it: and, 2. Shew in what refpedts it is prefer¬ 
able to wine. 


Firft , Let us confider this love of Chrift, which isfo highly commended by 
the church ; in the Hebrew text it is in the plural number, loves, to lhew, 
ijl, The various ways in which Chrift has difcovered jt; he (hew’d it by 
his furetyftiip-engagements for the eledt in the everlafting covenant of grace 
and peace, of which he is the furety, mediator and mefienger; he fhewed it 
in his affumption of human nature in time*, he has given a full difplay of it, 
in laying down his life for the fheep, in giving himfelf a ranfom for many, 
and in offering himfelf a facrifice for the fins of all his chofen ones •, he has 
loved them and died for them, loved them and Ihed his precious blood for 
them, and in that blood has walked them from all their fins; he now fliews, 
that he loves them, by appearing in the prefence of God for them, adting as an 
advocate with the father, and preparing glory for them; and he will, e’er long, 
come again to take them to himfelf, that where he is, there they may be alfo. 

2 dly, It may intend the various effedts of it y all the blelfings of grace flow 
from it, fuch as vocation, fandtification, juftificationj adoption and glorifica¬ 
tion ; all fpring from this boundlefs ar>d matchlefs love of Chrift. . 

3 dly, Being in the plural number, may deppte the aboundings.pf it; it is 
fuperabounding love, love that has heights and depths, and lengths, and 
breadths; it is immeafurable and ; unconceiveable ; it paffeth the perfedt 
knowledge of men and angels. .... 

4 thly, The frequent difeoverie? of it, which are made to the faints; and, 
which, like the waters in Ezekiel's vifion, increafe ar)d rife from the ; ankles to 
tlie knees, and from the knees to the leans, ^pd from thence become waters 
to fwim in, a river, an ocean of love, which cannot be paffed over. 

• $tkly. The great efteem ,the church had vf, thrift’s love,, which, .flie 
fliows, by calling it loves, in • the plural numbeV, as well as by faying, that 
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it was better than wine: the excellency of which will further appear, if we 
confider the nature and properties of it ; which are as follow. 

1. As to the original of it, it is free and fovereign; it does not take its 
rife from any thing in us, or done by us ; nothing of this nature moved him 
to it, but he loved us becaufe he would love us; nothing out of himfelf 
moved him to it; it was not becaufe we were better than others, for we are 
by nature children of wrath , even as others ; he loved us when unlovely ; he 
died for us while we were yet Tinners, and ungodly in ourfelves, and enemies 
to himfelf ; our love to him is not the caufe of his loving us, but his love to 
us is the caufe of ours: in this he is intirely free and fovereign ; he has pitch* 
ed his love and grace on whom he will, and thefe he loves freely; he was 
not moved or influenced by forefeen faith or works, or any del'ervings of 
ours whatever; for we neither deferved nor defired his love, neither indeed 
could We have expe&ed it. 

2. As to the time of its commencementi it is from eternity; before the 
mountains were formed, and the higheft part of the dull of the earth was 
made, he was rejoicing in the habitable fart of bis earthy and his delights were 
with the font of wen: that he loved his people from eternity, is manifeft from 
his engaging as a furety for them ; his Decoming the mediator of an everlaft- 
ing covenant; in which he agreed to take care of their perfons, and by dy¬ 
ing, to redeem their lives from deftruftion, and to bring them to eternal 
glory ; as alfo, from his receiving all grace for them before the world be¬ 
gan ; all which manifestly fhew that he had a love for them ; for all the after 
aftings of his love and grace, are but the openings and breakings forth of 
this love of his, which he bore towards them from everlafting. 

3. As to its duration, it is to eternity ; having loved bis own y which were in 
the world , he loved them unto the end': his love is invariable, unalterable and 
unchangeable ; *tis like himfelf, the fame yefierday y to day , and for ever ; all 
the waters of fin and corruption cannot extinguilh it; nor can any creature 
in heaven, earth, or hell, feparate his people from it. 

4. As to the degree of it, it is the greateft love; * greater love hath no 
man than this , that a man laydown his life for his friends ; but Chrift's love is 
greater than this ; for he hath laid down his life for enemies, and even whilfc 
they were fuch ; here is great love for great Tinners, Ihewn by a great per- 
fon, one who thought it no robbery to be equal with God: and this he Jhew’d 
by giving himfelf a ranfom for them ; fuch is the greatnefs of this love, that 
it cannot fully be exprefs’d by men or angels. 

5. As to the quality of it, it is the neareft; that of the neareft relations 
and friends to each other, as of a parent to a child, of an hufband to a wife, of 
brothers, or friends to each other, are but faint refemblances and meer lhadows of 
this} all fall fliort of painting and exprefling to the life the nature of this love. 

6. As to the pattern or form of it, it is as the father’s love to him 5 an 
the father bath loved me y fays he, r fo have 1 loved you : as the father loves 
Chrift, as mediator, with an everlafting, unchangeable, and infeparable love* 
to does Chrift love his people. What furprizing grace is this, that Chrift 

Ihould 

? John »ii. 1. f Chap. xv. 13. r John xv. 9. 
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Jhould love us with fuch a love! when there’s no companion between him* 
who is the objedt of the one, and them, who are the objetts of the other s 
when we contemplate this amazing love, conceptions fail us to comprehend 
it, words fall Ihort of exprefling it, in eternity only will thofe furprizing my- 
Aeries of grace be unfolded to us. 

7. As to any inftance of love, none can be compared with it, ’tis unparal- 
lel’d that of Jonathan' s to David, of one friend’s dying for another, and of 
thofe brave Romans who died for their country, which hiftory furniflieS us 
withal, can by no means equal or come near it j fcarcely for a righteous man 
will one dye , per adventure for a good man fome would even dare to dye , fays the 
Apoftle *; where he alludes • to the divifion of the Jewilh nation into three parts, 
which were thefe ; Firft, There were D*pH5f or righteous perfons, who 
kept to the external letter of the law, and did as they imagined, what that re¬ 
quired, but would do no more. Secondly y There were others called D*TDn, or 
good men, who were bountiful and liberal to the poor, and did more than the 
law required in repairing the temple and maintaining of facrifices, fepf. but, 
Thirdly , There were another fort who were called D 4 yt£H, or wicked and 
ungodly perfons, who had no regard to the law, profligate wretches, the re- 
fufe of the people. Now for one of thefe righteous ones, fays the apoftle, 
fcarce any would dye, becaufe what he had done, he was obliged by the law 
to do ; peradventure for one of thefe good men, one to whom he had been 
kind and liberal, a perfon would even dare to die ; but who will die for the 
other fort, the wicked and ungodly ? not one \ hut God commendeth his love 
towards us, in that while we were yet Jinners > Chrijl died for us j O match- 
lefs and unparallel’d love! 

8. As to its effedt upon the hearts of finners, ’tis furprizing, comfortable 
and rejoicing for fouls, when but juft let into it, begin that wonder, which 
will laft throughout an endlefs eternity •, they now place an ecce, a hehold 
before it, and fay as the Jews did of Chrift, in regard to Lazarus , behold 
bow he loved him! O how has he loved me, and me! fays one and the 
other \ what manner of love is this! Tis furprizing, wonderful , pajfmg the 
love of women, as' David faid concerning Jonathan's \ and it being Jhed 
abroad in the heart, by the fpirit of God, fills the foul with an univerfal 
pleafure, with a joy unfpeakable and full of glory j the manifellations and dis¬ 
covery of it bear up the foul under all the trials of life, and make it long to 
be in glory, that it may have its fill thereof j wherefore it is no wonder the 
church here prefers it to wine, which, 

Secondly , We fhall now confider. The church had a real value for Chrift*s 
perfon, and therefore muft needs efteem his love ; his perfon, being, to her, 
the chiefeft among ten tboufands, his love muft be preferable to all others ; 
flie had tafted a real fweetnefs in it, and had feen the vanity and emptinefs of 
all earthly enjoyments, and therefore prefers it to wine; by which is intended 
the mod fumptuous banquet, with all the dainties and delightful entertain¬ 
ments thereof; Nothing is fo valuable as the love of Chrift; Oh how ex¬ 
cellent is thy loving kindnefs, fays the Pfalmift b Tis better than life, and all 

the 
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the comforts, pleafurcs and profits thereof. I’ll now endeavour to (hew, 
in a few particulars, wherein this love of Chrift is better than wine, 

i Jl, It is preferable to it for its ancientnefs * good old wine is accounted the 
bed; and therefore Chrift fays c , no man having drunk old wine , Jlraightway 
defirctb nnv : fer he faiths the old is better . N.o.w no wine is coniparable 
to this of Chrift’s love, lor its antiquity ; for, as lias been already (hewn, 
*tis a love which commences from everlafting, it does not bear date with 
time, blit was before time was, and will be when time (hall be no more. 
The Jews d often (peak of wine, that has been referved in the grape ever 
fince the creation of the world, which, they imaging, they (hall drink in 
the earthly kingdom of the Mdliah \ but this wine oF divine love vvas laid 
up and referved in the heart of Chrift, long before the creation Qf fhe world ; 
this excels all other wine for its antiquity. 

2 dly. It is preferable to wine for its purity ; no wine fo pure and un¬ 
mix’d as this of Chrift’s love j it is wine on the lees , well refined , free from 
all the dregs of deceit, hypocrify and diflimulation ; ’tis a love unfeigned , 
a pure river of water of life . 

3 dly. It is better than wine, and is preferable to it 9 for its freenefs and 
cheapnefs ; wine is not every one’s liquor, every one’s purfe cannot reach 
it, efpecially in fome countries •, but this wine of Chrift’s love, is to be 
had without money , and without price , than which nothing can be cheaper • 
nor is any thing freer, for it is freely Jhed abroad in the hearts of God’s 
people, by the fpirit. 

4 thly. For the plenty of it, it is preferable to wine ; wine, as it is dear, 
fo it is fcarce in fome places ; but this, as it is cheap, and' to be had 1 
freely, fo there’s plenty of it: In the marriage at Cana of Galilee , there 
was want of wine, but there’s no want thereof in this feaft of love, which 
Chrift has made for his fpoufe and bride: This is a river, nay, an ocean 
of love, which flows forth in plentiful dreams to poor Tinners. 

$tbly. It is preferable to wine in the effefts of it. 

1. Wine will revive and chear a man that is of an heavy heart, and 
therefore it is advifed to be given to fuch, Prov . xxxi. 6. yet it will not 
bring a man to life that is dead * but fuch is the nature of Chrift’s love, 
that when it is convey’d into the heart of a finner, dead in tre/paffesdnet 
Jliu 9 ft makes, f him alive \ for whenever it is a time of love to a poor (in¬ 
ner, it is alfo a time of life ; nay, it not only conveys life, but it main* 
tiihs and fupports it, and keeps fouls from dying; he that has had xtjhea 
abroad in his heart, by the fpirit, (hall never die the fecond death . 

2. Wine may remove a worldly heavinefs, or aforrow on the account of 
worldly things, the things of time, but not a fpiritual heavinefs, or a forrow 
on the account of the things of another world, the things of eternity ; but 
the manifeftation of Chrift’s love to the foul, can remove this forrow and 
fieavinefs, and fill it with a joy unfpeakable and full of glory , and give him 
that eafe, comfort and fatislaftion of mind, he is wilhing for. 

* i 
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3. If a man drinks never fuch large draughts of the wine of Chrift’s Jove, 
it will never hurt him, when other wine, with exceffive drinking of it, 
not only waftes the eftates, but confumes the bodies, and deftroys the 
health of men ; but of this a man may drink freely and plentifully, with¬ 
out doing himfelf any hurt •, nay, it will be of confiderable advantage to 
him, and therefore fays Chrift in Ch. v. 1. Eat 0 friends , yea , drink abun¬ 
dantly^ O my beloved . 

No wonder then that the church was fo defirous of enjoying Chrift’s pre¬ 
fence, and having the manifeftations of his love, to her foul, feeing his love 
is thus better than wine\ befides, it may be obferved that lhe makes ufe 
of this as an argument with him to obtain her requeft •, and in fo doing, 
fliows what a value fhe had for the love of Chrift, how much fhe efteemed 
it, as alfo what it was fhe experted and fought after, in defiring communion 
with him. 


Ver. 3. Becaufe of the favour of thy good ointments , thy name is as 
ointment poured forth ; therefore do the virgins love thee. 

T HE church having mentioned the excellency of Chrift’s love, as the 
reafon why fhe defired fuch intimate communion with him, proceeds 
in thefe words to take notice of his favoury ointments and precious name ; 
which were both fo delightful, fragrant and odorous, that even the Virgins , 
thofe chafte creatures, were ravifhed, and had fallen in love with him ; and 
therefore it was no wonder that fhe, who was his fpoufe and bride, fhould 
exprefs her love to him, and be fo defirous of his company. In thefe 
words we have, 

I. The favour of Chrift’s ointments expreffed. 

II. The fragrancy and precioufnefs of Chrift’s name declared. 

III. The influence that all this has upon the hearts of the virgins, in at- 
trarting their love to Chrift: therefore do the virgins love thee . 

I. The favour of Chrift’s ointments is here expreffed by the church, as 
having knowledge of them herfelf, and as having obferved the effeft of 
them upon the hearts of others. By ointments we are to underftand the 
graces of the fpirit of God, that oil of gladnefs with which Chrift, as me¬ 
diator, is anointed above his fellows *, this was poured out without mea- 
fure, upon him ; ’tis like the precious ointment upon Aaron ’s head , that ran 
down upon his beards and went down to the Jkirts of his garments ; for this be¬ 
ing poured upon Chrift, the head, defcends to all his members; from him 
they receive that anointings which teacheth all things . In explaining thefe 
words, I’ll endeavour, 

Firfts To fhew why the graces of the fpirit in Chrift, or in his mem¬ 
bers, are compared to ointments . 

Secondly , Why they are called Chrift'% ointments. 


Thirdly 1 
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;Thirdly , In what fenfe they are faid to be good. And, 

Fourthly , What's meant by the favour of them . 

Firfty I (hall endeavour to (hew why the graces of the fpirit, either in 
thrift or in his faints, are compared to ointments . 

ijt. With the holy anointing oil, which was made according to a di¬ 
vine prescription and direction, kings, priefts and prophets were formerly 
anointed, and thereby inftalled into their feveral offices: Thus Saul y David 
and Solomon were anointed to be kings ; thus Aaron and his fons were 
anointed to be priefts ; and thus Elijha was anointed prophet in the room of 
Elijah : Now, as with this anointing oil, thefe were anointed, and thereby 
inftalled into their offices; fo Chrift, with the anointing oil of the fpirit, 
was anointed, and thereby inftalled into thofe offices, which he has takov 
upon him, and bears for the good of his people; ’tis with this he is 
anointed to be king, and is fet over God's holy hill of Zion; ’tis with 
this he is confecrated a prieft for evermore, to offer facrifice, and make 
interceffion for tranfgreffors; and this fame fpirit being upon him, he is 
anointed therewith a prophet to preach good tidings to the meek . Chrift, as 
the glorious God-man, was anointed and inftalled into his officotas mediator, 
from eternity; his human nature was anointed with the Holy Ghoft, at the 
time of its conception, in the virgin's womb; and more vifibly at his bap* 
tifm, when the fpirit defeended upon him as a dove; and ftill more glo- 
rioufly at his afeenfion to, and feffion at the father's right hand, when he 
received from him the promife of the fpirit, and was made or declared 
to be both Lord and Chrift : And 'tis with the fame unftion that laints are 
by him made kings and priefts unto God; kings, becaufe grace reigns in 
their hearts now, and they fhall reign with Chrift in glory, for ever here¬ 
after ; priefts, to offer up fpiritual facrifices acceptable to God by Jefus Chrift . 

idly. With this holy anointing oil, all the veffels of the tabernacle were 
anointed and made fit for ufe* to which laints may be compared, who are 
chofen veffels, veffels of mercy, that were fore-ordained for glory ; now 
thefe, in their natural ftate, are not fit for their matter's ufe; yet when 
anointed with this un&ion, they are not only fit for their matter's prefent 
ufe here, but are prepared for glory hereafter; the faints having tne oil 
of grace, as well as the lamps of profeffion, are ready to go in with the 
hri degroom, whenever he comes and calls for them. 

wt* Anointing with oil was made ufe of for ornament; it makes the face 
to jbtne y as the pfalmift fays e . Chrift, as man and mediator, is adorned 
with the grace of the fpirit; he is fairer than the children of men y and the 
reafon is, becaufe grace is poured into his lips ; he has a larger meafure 
of this oil of gladnefsy than others, and therefore is the perfection of beauty \ 
he is white and ruddy 9 the cbiefeft among ten thoufand \ and as Chrift is, fo 
the laints are adorned herewith, and become beautiful in his eye, being all 
glorious within: By this grace they are purified and prepared, and fo pre¬ 
sented as a chafte and beautiful virgin to Chrift. 

i 
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4 thly. Anointing with oils or ointmepts was ufed for chearing and refrefli- 
ing perfons, being very ufeful for this purpofe in hot countries; hence Solomon 
fays f ointment and perfume rejoice the heart ; and for this reafon Mary brought 
ointment and anointed the feet of Jefus, to cool and refrefh them while he y 
fat at meat: Thefe ointments or graces of the fpirit are the oil of gladnejs, 
both to Chrift and to his people j in the exercile of them, he, as man, was 
delighted and refrefhed, and fo are his faints ; the grace of the fpirit is, 
to them, the oil of joy for mourning \ he, by his fweet influences and de¬ 
lightful operations on their fouls, powerfully draws forth grace into exercife, 
and thereby adminifters much comfort to them ; they are oftentimes fill’d 
with joy and peace in believing , being made to abound in hope through the 
power of the Holy Ghojt* 

$thly. Ointments are ufeful for mollifying and healing wounds, Ifa . i. 6. 
thefe being applied, foften hard tumours, break them, and then heal them ; 
the hearts of finners are hard and obdurate, being fwelled with pride, va¬ 
nity and conceit of themfelves; but the ointment of divine grace being 
applied, foftens them, breaks thefe hard fwellings, makes their hearts con¬ 
trite, and then.Jjeals them: Chrift, the great phyfician, acting herein, like 
the good Samaritan , who had compaflion on the wounded man, and bound up* 
bis wounds, pouring in oil and wine. 

Secondly , We’ll now confider why thefe ointments are faid to beChrift’s. 
i ft. They are of his making ; as he ‘is God, he has an all-fufficjency of 
grace in himfelf, underived from any other, and is the author of all grace ; 
this excellent compofition is all his own - 9 this ointment is made apd pre¬ 
pared by his own hand: The holy anointing oil, though of. Gods pre- 
fcribing, yet it was not of his making, though, according to the compofi¬ 
tion of it, no other was to be made \ but thefe ointments are not only pre¬ 
ferred, but made by him, that is, God and none can make, according 
to the compofition thereof; which Ihews the excellency of them. 

idly. He is the fubjedt of them ; as God, he is the author and maker, 
but, as mediator, they are communicated to him, they are poured into 
him, and upon him without meafure ; it pleafed the Father , that in him- 
Jhould all fulnefs dwell ; they are his, not only becaufe made by him, but 
becaufe they are in his poflfdfion, he is anointed with them above his fellows. 

%dly. They are his, becaufe he has a right to difpofe of them; they are 
his own as God, being the maker of. them ; and they are his own as me-, 
diator, being given to him •, wherefore he may do what he will with them, 
as indeed he does ; he gives thefe ointments to whom he will, and he gives 
them freely and plentifully ; he has a fulnefs of all grace in himfelf, and, 
from thence faints receive grace for grace. This ointment being poured 
plentifully upon the head, runs down freely to all the members; thefe 
ointments are firft Chrift’s, and then they are ours ; he compofed them 
as God, for our ule and fervice, and they were given to him as mediator,, 
for that purpofe: Grace in Chrift, and grace in us, are of the fame n^-i 
ture, though not of the fame degree j grace in us is as in its ftrearns, but' 

grace. 
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grace in Chrift is as in its fountain; it is but a fmall meafure we have, 
but it is an infinite, an inexhauftible fulnefs that is in him \ which may 
ferve to recommend Chrift to us, and diredt us where to go for thefe oil & 
or ointments. 

Thirdly , They are faid to be good ointments. 

ijt. They are good in their own nature * it is an excellent compofition, 
there is no ingredient in them but what is good ; grace, as wrought in us, 
is called, fome good things toward the Lord God <?/Ifrael \ it is a good work y 
which being begun, fhall be performed until the day of Chrift. 

idly. Thefe ointments are both made, and applied by a good hand ; for 
he that has made them, and he that anoints us with them, is God \ the in¬ 
gredients are not only good, but they are put together by a fkillful hand 
this unftion is made by and received from the holy one. 

%dly. They are good in their effedts: they are good to make the face to 
fbine y to adorn the faints, revive and refrefh them \ they are good to foften 
hard hearts, and heal wounded fpirits; they are good to anoint the eyes 
with, and thereby recover, continue, and increafe fight. 

4 tbly. They are good in the believers efteem ; they have had experience of 
their nature and effedts, and can write probatum efi upon each of them 5 and 
therefore highly value them, and with very good reafon. For, 

5 tbly. Thefe ointments are exceeding rich and coftly. The holy anointing 
oil was rich and coftly, being made of the principal foices, but not to be 
compared with thefe •, the ingredients of which are preferable to gold and 
filver, to rubies, and all things that can be thought of or defired j thefe are 
precious, rich and coftly ointments indeed. 

6 tbly. Which makes them ftill more valuable, they never lofe their effi¬ 
cacy i dead flies caufe the ointment of the apothecary to fend forth a Jlinb - 
tug favour * corrupt it fo, that it lofes its vertue, and becomes good for 
nothing *, grace cannot be loft and perifh in the faints ; the anointing which 
they receive, abides in them \ it is an immortal feed, a well of living wa¬ 
ter, fpringing up into eternal life \ and notwithftanding the dead flies of 
their fins and corruptions, yet they cannot make the ointment of grace fend 
forth a ftinking favour; corruptions do, but grace never will i it is not 
indeed, always in exercife, but it never will lole its nature or its vertue - y 
the faints lamps fhall never go out, being fupplied with oil from thatful- 
nets of it that is in Chrift. 

Fourthly. Thefe ointments are faid to have a favour in them; and fo 
they have to the believer, who favours not the things of men, but the 
things of Gpd for as for the natural man, he recivetb not> i. e. he fa¬ 
vours not the things of the fpirit of God y for they are foolijbnefs , unfavoury 
and infipid things unto him: Thefe ointments can no more be lavoury to a 
.carnal man, than food can be relilhing to a man of a vitiated tafte, or 
mufic be delightful fo a deaf man, or colours pleafant to one that i$ blind ; 
for as the one wants his tafte, the other his hearing, and the third his 
fight, fo this man wants his fmelling, and therefore thefe ointments cannot 
be favoury to him j but they are fo to the believer, who has his fpiritual 

6 (knelling: 
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fmelling: Now by the favour of thefe ointments, is intended the manifefta- 
tion of Chrift’s grace unto the foul *, the fenfe and perception which fouk 
have of it, and their intereft in it, fill them with' pleafure and delight; and 
it was this which made the virgins love Chrift, and the church fo defirous of 
his company. 

II. The church in thefe words declares the fragrancy and precioufnefs of 
Chrift’s name, when (he fays, that his name is as ointment poured forth . It 
will be proper to enquire what is intended by the name of Chrift, and in 
what fenfe that may be faid to be as ointment poured forth. 

1 ft. By the name of Chrift may be meant his perfon, this being not an un~ 
ufual way of fpeaking in the fcripture *, thus in Rev. iii. 4. Thou haft a few 
names , i. e. perfons, even in Sardis , &c. and in Mat. xii. 21. and in his name 
fhall the Gentiles truft> i. e. in the perfon of Chrift lhall the Gentiles truft ; 
fo here thy name is as ointment poured forth , i. e. thy perfon is as delight¬ 
ful, grateful, and odorous to me, as the pouring forth a box of ointment; 
thou art altogether lovely to me, thy whole perfon is fo; every thing in thee 
is engaging, and thou haft every thing to render thee defirable to me; 
all beauty, power, wildoni, and grace, are in thee, that it is no wonder 
the virgins love thee j for not oniy thy mouth, but all of thee is lovely and 
defirable. 

idly. By it may be intended fome one, or any of thofe names by which he 
is called. As, 

1. Th zMejfiah or Chrift , which fignifies anointed. So that in comparing 
it to ointment, there may be an allufion to the fignification of the name it- 
felf, and may more paaticularly point out which name is intended, even the 
name Meffiah , to which Chrift , in the new Teftament, anfwers; which though 
not very frequently met with in the old Teftament, yet was well known to 
the ancient Jews, as appears from their Targums , where it is made ufe of in 
upwards of fixty 8 places, in which the Redeemer is treated of; and as it was 
well known, foit was highly efteemed of by them ; they expedled him who 
was to redeem Ifrael y under this title and chara&er ♦, and when he was 
come, and had revealed himfelf unto fome, in an exulting manner they faid 
one to another, we have found the Mejftah , which is , being interpreted , the 
Chrift : That name had been always precious to the faints, who waited^for the 
conjolation of Ifrael, and was then like a box of ointment pouredforth , exceed¬ 
ing grateful, delightful, and refrefhing to them. 

2. Another name by which Chrift is called, and which may be faid to be 
as ointment poured forth , is the name Jefus , which fignifies a Saviour , and was 
given him, becaufe he faves his people from their Jins . Chrift is, in the ever- 
lafting gofpel, reveal’d as a Saviour ; it is therein declared, that the defign 
of his coming into the world was to fave finners, and that he has obtained eter¬ 
nal falvation for them, and is both able and willing to fave the chief of them i 
the difeovery the gofpel makes of him, is exceeding delightful and pleafant 
to awakened finners. This name Jefus , a Saviour, how fweet is it to fuch 
who have feen the exceeding finfulnds of fin, themfelves loft and undone 

E 2 thereby, 
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thereby, and in a periling ftate and condition ! The news of a Saviour are 
good news and glad tidings of great joy unto them 5 the difcovery of it is 
like the breaking open a box of ointment, and pouring it out ; it at once re¬ 
moves the filthy ftench of fin from the finners noftrils, and that fadnefs and 
forrow of heart which arife from the guilt of it upon the confcience. 

3. Chrift’s name Immanuel , may be faid to be as ointment pouredforth> 
which fignifies God with us ; and there are two things in it which make it like 
ointment poured }orth y i. e. exceeding odorous and grateful to believers. 

(1.) That he is God ; hence they know, and are well afiured, that he is 
able to fave them; that the work is not too heavy for him ; that he has 
not undertaken that which he is not able to accomplifh, which they would 
have reafon to believe, if he was only a creature: From hence they com¬ 
fortably conclude, as well they may, that all he did was efficacious, and an- 
fwered the purposes for which it was done ; as that his lacrifice was effectual 
to atone for and expiate fin ; his blood to procure the pardon of it, and 
thoroughly cleanfe from it; his righteoufnefs to juftify from all fin, and 
render them acceptable in the fight of God ; and all this, becaufe they are 
the facrifice, blood and righteoufnefs of one that is God. From this name 
they alfo gather, that he having taken the care and charge of them, is able 
to keep them from falling ; and that none is able to pluck them out of his 
hands, no more than they can feparate them from his heart, which they could 
not be fo afiured of, was he a creature. . 

(2.) Another thing which makes this name like ointment poured forth , is, 
that he is God with us ; God dwelling and converfing with us, God in our 
nature, God manifeft in the flefii; hence -it appears, that he, who is the 
great God, and our Saviour, is near a-kin to us, and we to him ; btmgflejh 
of his flefh , and bone of his bone y we are both of one and the fame nature, 
and therefore he’s not afham’d to call us brethren ; and his afiuming our 
nature, gives him a right, as well as makes him a proper perfon to be our 
Goel or Redeemer, whereby all the blefiings, which he procured in this na¬ 
ture, are communicated to us, and not to angels ; now what makes this 
flame ftill more fweet, favoury and delightful, is, that he, who is Immanuel y 
God with us, God in our nature, is, and will be on our fide ; and if God 
Be. with us, and for us y who fhall be againft us? 

4. Chrift’s name, the Lord our righteoufnefs , may be faid to be as ointment 
poured forth , by which he is called, Jer . xxiii. 6. this is exceeding grateful, 
fweet and precious to a poor finner ; one who has feen his own righteouf- 
ftefs, as filthy rags, and as an unclean thing, how does he value Chrift as 
the Lord his righteoufnefs! he counts all things but lofs and dung, in com- 
parifon of him, and defires only to be found in him, and in his righteoufnefs, 
and not in his own ; and what makes this fo exceeding precious to him, is, 
becaufe it acquits from all fin, and fecures from all wrath and condemna¬ 
tion, and renders him fpotlefs, unblameable, and irreproveable in the fight 
Of God. 

5. Any, or all of thofe names of Chrift, in Ifa . ix. 6. may be faid to be 
as ointment poured forth , they being exceeding precious and delightful to be¬ 
lievers ; 
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Jtevers; fuch as wonderful , counfellor , the mighty God , the everlafting fa¬ 
ther, and prince of peace. Chrift’s name, wonderful , is fo-, he being, wonder¬ 
ful in his incarnation and grace, in his perfon and offices, in his works, rela¬ 
tions and characters, this emirs a fweet odour to believers, even like a box 
<jf ointment opehed to them: And fo is his name counfellor under which 
character he acted from everlafting, confulting with the other two perfons, 
our eternal welfare in the ancient council of peace ; "and ftill continues to bear 
this character, which he makes good, by giving to us the beft advice and 
moll wholefome counfel, and this he does freely and faithfully: His name, 
the mighty God , carries in it as much fweetnefs and comfort to the believer, 
as it does greatnefs and majefty ; and that indearing title, the everlajling Fa¬ 
ther, who, as fuch, loves his children with an everlafting love, and has made 
everlafting provifions for them, and takes everlafting care of them, fills 
thole he ftands thus related to, with the utmoft pleafure: And that noble 
character, the prince of peace , which he bears on the account of his having 
obtain'd peace, by the blood of his crofs , for rebellious finners, fo fweetly 
diffufes the odour of his grace, that it charms and captivates the believers 
hearc. Or elfe, 

3 dly. By Chrift’s name , we may underftand his Gofpel ; thus, the apoftle 
Paul is faid to be a chofen vejfel , to bear the name of Chrift before the Gentiles , 
i. e. to preach his gofpel to them he was a veffel full of the precious oint¬ 
ment of the gofpel, and his preaching of it was the pouring of it forth, 
which was exceeding grateful to poor finners. The gofpel to forne, is like a 
box of ointment, fhut up ; it is hid unto them, they know it not, it’s a fealed 
book, a hidden myftery, an unpleafant ftory, and unlavoury words ; it fends 
forth no other favour than that of death unto death \ but to others, it’s like 
a box oi ointment opened, and poured forth, which diffufes and fpreads a 
lweet and delightful odour abroad. The minifters of the gofpel make mani- 
feft the favour of Chrift’s knowledge in everyplace where they are fent, and be¬ 
come to fome the favour of life unto life - 3 they open the box, and pour forth 
the ointment of the gofpel, which coming with power, is received with 
pleafure ; and being worthy of acceptation , it meets with it in the hearts of 
awakened finners. 

\thly. By the name of Clirift, may be intended the fame which was, and 
ftill is fpread abroad of him: Some 6 Jewifti writers expound it of a good 
name or good report, which Solomon fays, is better than precious ointment h ' ; 
and then the fenfe is this, 44 fuch is the fame that is fpread abroad of thee, of 
44 thy greatnefs and goodnefs, of thy beauties and excellencies, that even. 
44 thofe who have only heard of thee, by the hearing of the ear, and tfo whom, 
44 at prefent, thou art not known by fight, have fallen in love with thee. 5 * 
In the days of Chrift’s flefh, his name was renowned, his fame was fpread 
far and near, for the good he did to mankind, in healing the Tick,, and cu¬ 
ring all manner of difeafes ; for the fnrprizing miracles which he wrought, 
and for the work of the miniftry, which he was engaged in *, his matter be¬ 
ing excellent and divine, words of grace and wifdom, fuch as never man fpake 
and his manner of delivery being with power and authority : and now his 

fame 
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fame is great, and an excellent report is fpread abroad of him through the 
preaching of the everlafting gofpel, for the mighty achievements of his grace, 
and what his arm of almighty power has done, in working out, and bring¬ 
ing in falvation for poor finners ; as alfo for thofe peculiar bleflings of grace, 
which fouls daily receive from him, as well as for thofe perfonal excellencies 
which are in him; now fuch a report going abroad of him, his name being 
thus, as ointment poured forth, the virgins love him, fouls flock after him, 
and come unto him. Which brings me to confider, 

III. The influence that all this has upon the hearts of others ; therefore do 
the virgins love thee . In explaining which claufe, I fhall endeavour, 

i fi y To (how who are meant by the virgins. 

2dly, Give fome account of the nature of their love and affeftion to 
Chrift. 

i ft, Let us confider who are intended by the virgins. Some think carnal 
profeflors are here meant, who are called virgins in feripture, though fool- 
ifti ones; but their love is not real, fuch as this feems to be in the text; others 
have thought that they are the uncalled and unconverted among the Gentiles, 
who are not yet elpoufed to Chrift ; but they rather appear to be true be¬ 
lievers in Chrift, by their love to him, for faith works by love ; and, per¬ 
haps, perfons lately converted are intended, whofe love to Chrift is generally 
warm and lively, and their affeftions ftrong, not having as yet met with thofe 
chills, nor attended with that coldnefs and indifferency, which too often, and 
too foon, befal God’s children : The firft love is the beft and ftrongeft, but 
often times doth not laft long, warm and lively, being gradually chilled 
with the aboundings of corruption within, and the fnares of the world with¬ 
out ; though, perhaps, all true believers, whether of a later or of a longer 
(landing, may be underftood here, and may be juftly called virgins . 

1. For their chafte and drift adherence to Chrift, their only hufband, to 
whom they are efpoufed; I have efpoufed you to one bufband , fays the apoftle, 
1 that I might prefent you a chafte virgin to Chrift ; thefe being betrothed to 
him in right eoufnefs, in loving kindnefs , in mercies, and in faithfulnefs , know, 
own, and acknowledge him as their Lord and hufband, and ftedfaftly adhere to 
him as fuch : He is a head, both of eminence and influence to them •, to him 
they hold, and him alone they fubmit unto as fuch ■, he is the Saviour of the body, 
the church, and they acknowledge him to be their’s, and will have no other. 
Their language is, Afhur Jhall not fave us, neither will we fay arty more to the 
work of our hands, ye are our Gods . They make ufe of none, as the media¬ 
tor between God and them, either as a mediator of redemption, or of irv- 
tercefllon, but the Lord Jefus Chrift; him they know and love, to him 
they have given up themfelves, and by him they will abide, as their head and 
hufband, their Saviour and Mediator. 

2. For the finglenefs of their love and affeftion to Chrift. Their love is 
not common to all, it is not bellowed upon any creature, but purely re- 
ferved for him, who alone deferves it; they can every one of them fay, 
k whom have I in heaven but thee ? and there is none on earth that I defire be - 
Jides thee. Chrift requires all their love, he’ll admit of no rival in it, and 
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they are heartily willing to beftow it all upon him. Thofe who love any 
creature, or creature-enjoyment more than Chrift, or equally with him, 
are not worthy of him, nor worthy to be called by the name of virgins . 

3. For their incorruptnefs in the doftrine of faith : This is what the apoftle 
feems to have a regard to, when he declared his fervent defire to prelent the 
CorinthidnSy as a chafte virgin to Chrift ; he was jealous, left they fhould be 
feduced through the fubtilty and eraftinefs of ill defigning men, and their 
pure minds be corrupted and drawn a fide from the Jimplicity that is in Chrift ; 
left they fhould be polluted with error, and fo not anfwer the character of 
virgins, which they had hitherto bore, and which he earneflly wifhed might 
continue with them. Now virgins are fuch, who having received, hold fajt 
the faithful wordy as they have been taught ; whofe fouls having been nourifh ~ 
id up in the wotds of faith y and of good dot!vine, and eftablifhed therein, 
cannot be moved from thence, but will earneflly contendy and ftrive together 
for the faith once delivered to the faints . 

4. For the truth and fincerity of their worfhip : They are fuch who wor- 
Jhip God in fpirit and in truth ; who make the word of God, and his will 
therein revealed, the rule to aft by, in all folemn and focial worfhip, and 
not the authorities, cuftoms, and inventions of men ; and when they are con¬ 
cerned in any part of religious worfhip, their defires are, that their hearts 
and fouls may be engaged therein ; they are not of thofe who draw near 
to God with their moutbsy and with their lips honour him, but have removed 
their hearts far from him, and their fear towards him, taught by the precept of 
men ; for as they have not committed fpiritual whoredom, which is idolatry, 
fo they ferve the Lord with pure fpirits * they defire that whatfoever they 
do, more efpecially in divine worfhip, might be done in faith, from a prin¬ 
ciple of love to God, and according to his word and will: Thefe are they 
who are faid 1 not to be defiled with womeny for they are virgins ; thefe are they 
which follow the lamb wbitherfoever be goetby in every ordinance and inftitu- 
tion ot his, which he in his word has pointed out unto them, and marked 
out for them. 

5. For the purity of their lives and converfarions; they hold the myjlery 
of the faith , not merely notionally and by a profeffion of it, but in a pure 
confciencey and hereby adorn the doftnne of Gody our Saviour ; their garments 
are, in fomemeafure, kept from being fpotted withth t pollutions of the world, 
and which they alfo frequently wafh and make white in the blood of the lamb. 
Befides, m that grace of Gody which bringeth falvationy i. e. the doftrines of 
grace, which bring the news of falvation by Chrift, to poor Tinners, teach 
them that denying ungodlinefs and worldly lujlsy they fhould live foberfyy right e- 
oufly and godly , in this prefent world ; which, through the mighty power of ' 
God’s grace, they are, in fome meafure, enabled to do. 

6. For their fairnefs and beauty. Virgins being fair and beautiful, be¬ 
lievers are therefore compared unto them; for though they are black in 
themfelves, yet they are comely in Chrift ; though full of fpots in themfelves, 
yet as confidered in him, they are all fair , and there is. no fpot in them r 
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through that comelineis* which he has put upon them, they are a perfection 
cfbeiuly , and being fo, are the delight of Chrift, and wonder of angels. 

7. hot their gay and coltly attire, and yet model* behaviour. Virgins, in 
their youthful days, it model*, though their attire is gay and fplendid, fuSt¬ 
able to their age, yet are of a decent and becoming behaviour. Believers 
arc richly attired : 1 iu le virgins appear in cloth of gold, in raiment of needle 
work, curioufly wrought, which cannot be match’d \ they are deck’d with all 
kinds of ornaments, with bracelets, chains, rings and, jewels \ they have oi\ 
the glorious robe of ChrilV's righteoufneis, and are adognejcl with the various 
graces of the i'pirit, which make their behaviour decent and .model* * for they 
are not proud and haughty, one of their ornaments beingtfha* of a meek and 
quiet jpnit ; they have low* mean, and humble thougb.ts.^f^he^nfelyes * 
fu i cable to their character is their carriage and deportment * for though thty 
are fo richly clothed, and fo nearly related to the King of kings, yet like 
their Lord, are meek and lowly . 

Secondlyy I fhall now proceed to give fome account of the-love which thefe 
yirgins bear to Chrift : In doing which I fhall, A 

\Jl % Give fome account of the nature of it. 

2 dly % Shew from whence it arifes. And,. 

^dly, How it manifefts its felf. . ** 

1 Jly Let us confider the nature and properties of it. 

1. It is a fuperlative love which fouls bear to Chrift ; it exceeds and excel* 

their love to all creatures, or creature-enjoyments. Chrift loves them above 
all others, and they love him more than all pedons or things befides ; of aUt 
that claim a fhare in their love, as none deferyes, fo none has a greater itrt 
tereft therein than himfelf. r> 

2. It is univerfal; they love all of Chrift, and all that belong to hi n\ *> 
they love him in his perfon, and in all his offices, relations and characters, 
which he has took upon him, and by which he is^pleafed to manifeft himfelf 
unto them : They love all his faints, be they high or low, rich or poor, and 
by whatfoever character and denomination they are diftinguiffied, if it appears, 
that his grace is but wrought in their hearts, and they bear his image and fu- 
perfeription they love all his commands, ordinances and inftitutions •, they, 
efiem all bis precepts concerning all things , to be right , and are not partial ia 
their obedience thereunto. 

3. It is, or at leaf* ought to be, conftant and faithful* as his is to them, 
and as Jonathan's was to David: We fhould love him in adverfity, as well 
as in profperity, at all times * nothing fhould feparate our love from Chrift, 
as nothing can feparate his love from us. 

4. It is, or ought to be, fervent and ardent; and fo it is ufually at firft 
converfion, as has been already obferved; and this is called in feripture, the 
firft love^ which the church at Ephefus was blamed for leaving ; not that fhe 
had loft her love to Chrift, but the fervency thereof was much abated 5 fhe 
began to grow cold and lukewarm in her affe&ions, which is too often the 
cafe of God’s people, through the prevailings of corruptions, and an immo- 
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derate defire and purfuit after the things of this world ; becaufe iniquity [ball 
abound , fays thrift, " the love of many Jh'all wax cold . 

5. Where there is true love to Chrift, it is always hearty and unfeigned : 
The virgins, true believers, love him with all their hearty and with all their 
foul \ they love him in fincerity , and from their very hearts can appeal to: 
him, who is the heart-fearching, and rein-trying God, as Peter did, 0 $nd 
fay, Lord , thou know eft all t kings , thou knoweft that Ilove thee . Here’s no de¬ 
ceit, diffimulation or hypocrify in their love ; though it may be fometimes 
weak and languid, yet whenever it .exerts and Ihews it felf, it is real and 
hearty; thefe love not in voord only, neither in tongue , but in deed and in' 
truth . 

2 dly. It will be proper to enquire into the fprings and caufes of this-love, 
and to obferve from whence it arifes. And, 

1. It fprings and arifes from a fight of Chrift’s lovelinefs: An unbeliever 
fees no beauty in Chrift, wherefore he Ihould defire him; there is nothing- 
in him lovely to a carnal eye ; but one that is made light in the Lord , and has. 
but a glimpfe of the King in his beauty , his heart is won, his foul is ravifhed; 
and drawn forth in love to him ; he admires and defires him above all, and 
cannot be eafy without an intereft in him. 

2. From a view of his fukablenefs, .as a Saviour; the believer not only 
fees perfonal and tranfcendent excellencies in him, which ravilh him, but 
fpecial bleffings, which are proper for him ; he beholds him as full of grace 
and truth ; he frnells a fweet favour in his ointments, and that name Jefus , 
a Saviour, becomes exceeding precious to him ; he views all righteoufnefs and 
ftrength, peace and pardon, light and life, joy and comfort, grace and glory, 
and all things appertaining to falvation, every thing to make him com¬ 
fortable here, and happy hereafter, in Chrift; and therefore fays, a & David 
did, p / will love thee , O Lord , my ftrength . 

3. From afenfe of his love and manifeftation of it to their fouls; we love 
him , fays the apoftle, q becaufe he firft loved us ; our love is not the caufe of 
his, but his is the caufe of ours; and it is. not merely his loving us, but the 
fheddtng it abroad .in our hearts by his fpirit, which draws out our love to 
him ; for though he loved us, yet if he had not fome way or other manifefted 
it to us, and overcome our hearts with it, we ftiould ftill have remained ene¬ 
mies to him ; but his giving us the fenfe and perception of it in our hearts, 
is what has drawn us to himfelf, and will keep us there. 

4. From a view of union and relation to him ; how can perfons do other- 
wife than love him, when they fee themfelves fo nearly uritted to him, as to 
be members of his body , of his flefb y and of his bones ? How can they but love ■ 
him, when they view him Handing in and filling up the relations of an indul¬ 
gent father, a tender hufband, a loving brother, arid faithful friend unto 
them ? 

5. This is more and more increafed by enjoying communion .with him *, 
the more intimate a believer is with Chrift, the oftner he fees him, 
the more frequent viftts he receives from him, and the greater acquaintance 

and 
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and fellowlhip he has with him, the more he loves him ; every fight of him, 
vifit from him, and enjoyment of his prefence, add frefh ftrength and fer¬ 
vency to his love: John , the beloved difciple, who lean’d on Chrift’s bofom, 
and had intimate communion with him, had his heart fill’d with love to him, 
and wrote the molt largely of it. But, 

I ftiall now endeavour to fhow how this love manifefts it felf $ and it 

does fo, 

1. By a regard to Chrift* s commands and ordinances ; if ye love me y fays 
Chrift, r keep my commandments \ for he that hath my commandments and keepetb 
thm* he it is that lovetb me \ i. e. he that hath my commandments written 
upon his heart, by the finger of the fpirit, according to the tenor of the cove¬ 
nant of grace, and is enabled to keep them by the affiftance of my grace 
and fpirit, he it is that Ihews his love to me ; and therefore, as you fay, you 
love me, Ihew it by an obfervance of my commands: and all that love 
Chrift will do fo, according to the meafure of grace received ; they will love 
the place of divine worlhip, and have a refpeft to all his ordinances and infti- 
tutions ; for all his tabernacles are amiable and lovely to them. 

2. By a regard to his truths, the doftrines of the gofpel; they receive the 
truth in the love of it, and value it more than their necejfary food ; they high¬ 
ly efteem the preachers of it, and cannot bear to hear one truth of the gofpel 
fpoken againft. 

3. By a regard to his people ; they love the faints, who love Chrift ; they 
delight in their company, and take pleafure in converfing with them \ they 
are the excellent in the earthy in whom is all their delight •> and indeed, where 
there is no love to the faints, there can be no true love to Chrift *, for, as the 
apoftle John fays, a he that lovetb not his brother , whom he hath feen> how 
can be love God y whom he hath not feen ? 

4. By a regard to his prefence \ a foul that loves Chrift, values the prefence 
of Chrift •, nothing fo defirable to him as that is: And when he has loft fight 
of Chrift, cannot be eafy without him, but feeks here and there until he has 
found him, whom his foul loves: He thinks himfelf never more happy, 
than when he has Chrift’s prefence, and never worfe than when he is with¬ 
out it. 

5. This love manifefts it felf, by parting with, and bearing all for Chrift: 
A foul that truly loves Chrift, will part with all that is near and dear to him, 
for him; he’ll forfake his own kindred, and his father’s houfe; he counts 
Chrift the pearl of great price , and is therefore willing to quit all he has, 
that he may but enjoy that; he leaves all, as the difciples did, and follows 
Chrift ; and refolves, come what will, that CHrift’s God fhall be his God, 
and Chrift’s people his people, and where Chrift lodges he will lodge, and 
where he goes he will follow, and cleave clofe to him, as Ruth did to Naomi . 
Moreover, he is not only willing to leave and lofe all for Chrift, but alfo 
to bear all for him, that he is pleafed to lay upon him, and call him to ; 
he is willing to fuffer reproaches, afflictions and perfections for the fake of 
;.un and his gofpel, and to bear any crofs whatever, he thinks fit to enjoin 
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him •, all which he would never be willing to fubmit to, was not his foul 
filled with love to Chrift ; and fuch a love as this, which fprings from fuch 
caufes, and manifefts it felf in thefe ways, is exceeding grateful to Chrift, as 
appears from Ch . iv. io. 


Ver. 4. Draw me y we will run after thee : "The King hath brought me 
into his chambers. We will be glad and rejoice in thee : We will 
remember thy love more than wine : The upright love thee . 

T HE church having took notice of the excellency of Chrift’s love, the 
favour of his ointments, and precioufnefs of his name, which made the 
virgins, her companions, love him ; Ihe perfifts in and continues her requeft, 
for communion with him, in thefe words ; in which we have, 

I. A petition ; draw me. 

II. An argument, which fhe makes ufe of to obtain this requeft ; we will 
run after thee. 

III. The requeft granted to her, which is acknowledged by her ; the King 
hath brought me into his chambers. 

IV. The effeds thereof, or the influence which this had upon her •, we will 
rejoice , &c. 

L Here is a requeft or petition tpade by the church to Chrift ; draw me. 
What flie intends hereby will be proper to confider. And, 

1/?, There is a powerful efficacious drawing of a foul to Chrift, at conver- 
fion, when God calls a poor finner by his grace, brings him to Chrift, enables 
him to venture upon him, and believe in him for life and falvation •, which is 
what Chrift fpeaks of in John vi. 44. when he fays, no man can come to me y 
except the father which hath fent me , draw him. A foul’s coming to Chrift 
for life, is not the produce of power and free will in man, but ot the grace 
of God in drawing, though it is not effected, by force or compulfion ; 
’tis true, the finner, in his natural eftate, is Jlout hearted , and far from righte - 
cufncfs y averfe to Chrift, and the way of falvation by him ; but by mighty 
grace, this ftout heart is brought down, and made willing to fubmit to God’s 
way of falvation ; this obduracy is removed, and hardnefs of heart taken away 
by him, who has promifed to take away the ftony heart , and give an heart of 
fiejh. Unconverted finners are indeed unwilling to come to Chrift for life *, 
but thofe who belong to the eledion of grace, are made willing in- the day 
of Chrift’s power: The manflayer did not more willingly flee from the 
avenger of blood, to the city of refuge, than a finner, fenfible of fin, and 
the danger of his ftate, does to Chrift for falvation ; for though a foul is not 
brought to Chrift, by the power of his free will, yet he is not brought againft 
his will: Drawing does not always fuppofe force and compulfion; there 
are other ways of drawing befides that. Thus the fame of a fkilful phy fician draws 
many people to him ; thus mufic draws the ear ; love the heart; and pVa*^. 
lure the mind ; a$' the Poet fays, irahit fua quemque voluptas . Nor is this 
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done by mere moral fuafion, which is what minifters ufe, knowing the ter¬ 
rors of the Lord, they perfuade men ; but if the mighty power of grace does 
not attend their miniftry, not one foul will ever he converted ; though they re- 
prefent the joys of heaven, and the terrors of hell, in never fuch a lively man¬ 
ner ; fpeak in never fuch moving ftrains, and ufe the mod powerful arguments 
to win upon fouls ; yet they’ll ftretch out their bands all the day , to againfaying 
and di [obedient people ; they return with a who hath believed our report? the 
arm of the Lord not being revealed unto them : God does not aft as a mere 
moral caufe in man’s converfion ; he does not only propofe an objeft, and 
then leave the will to chule, but powerfully and effeftually works both to will 
and to do of his own good plea fur e \ for this drawing is accomplifhed by the 
fecret and invifible power of his mighty grace : and in this fenfe is the word 
ufed, in Jud. iv. 7. when Deborah tells Barak , that the Lord had promifed, 
faying, I will DRAIV unto thee, to the river Kiftion, Sifera, the captain of Ja- 
bm’j army, with his chariots and his multitudes , and I will deliver him into thine 
hand , i. e. I who have the hearts of kings, generals, and captains of armies 
in my hands, and can turn them as the rivers of waters , whitherfoever I will y 
will powerfully and invifibly work upon, move and incline Sifera's heart to 
lead his army to the river Kifhon , where I’ll give an inftance of my power 
and goodnefs in delivering him into thine hands. Thus God powerfully 
and invifibly works upon the hearts of finners, bends their wills, flays the 
enmity of their minds, allures and draws them to Chrift, fuavi omnipotentia y 
C? cmnipotente fuavitate , by a fweet omnipotence , and an omnipotent fweetnefs ; 
and this he does by revealing Chrift unto them, in all his beauty and loveli- 
nefs, difeovering the love of Chrift unto their fouls, by the kind invitations 
of his grace, the precious and encouraging promifes of his gofpel, and the 
fpecial teachings of his fpirit; all which is an evidence of his everlafting love; 
for/tis,. becaufe he hath loved them with an everlafting love \ therefore with 
loving kindnefs he hath drawn them ; This is alfo a fruit of Chrift’s death ; /, 
if I be lifted up from the earth fays he, meaning his elevation upon the 
crofs, will draw all men unto me •, i. e. all that the father hath given me, .and 
has promifed, (hall be gathered to me, and which I fhall Ihed my blood for. 
Moreover, it is likewife an indication of the weaknefs and impotency of fin- 
n^rs, feeing they cannot come unlefs they are drawn > and fufficiently deftroys 
the notion which advances the free will and power of the creature in conver¬ 
fion : But I apprehend that this is not the drawing intended in this petition, 
for thus the church had been already drawn. 

The Septuagint read it, b they have drawn thee: After thee , at the fmell of 
thine ointments , will we run ; i. e. the virgins have loved thee, and (hewn 
their love to thee 9 and this has fo took with thine heart, that it has drawn thee 
after them, they have thy company, which I want-, but by the fmell of thofe 
ointments, which thou carrieft about with thee, I, and others, will run after 
thee, till we find thee: So that Chrift, according to this verfion andTcnfe of 
the words, is the perfon drawn, and not the perfon petitioned to, to draw; 
though the latter feems beft to agree both with the Hebrew text, and the fenfe 
of the words. 

R . Aben 
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R. Aben Ezra thinks that they are the words of the virgins, who, every one 
of them, defire, faying, draw me ; we, every one of us, will run after tbee \ 
but they feem rather to be the words of the church, defirous of more intimate 
communion with Chrift for there is, 

idly, A drawing to nearer communion with Chrift, which believers often¬ 
times want, and are defirous of, and which the church h::d enjoyrd, as ap¬ 
pears from the following claufe in this verfe; in which fhe declares, that the 
king had brought her into his chambers , where he converfed with her, and dif- 
clofed the fecrets of his heart to her; now this petition of her’s for nearer 
communion with him, fuppofes, 

'■ 1. Adiftance between Chrift and her ; not a diftance with resard to union,, 
for believers being one with Chrift, they never are, nor can be diftanced from 
him *, they are always in this fenfe, a people near unto the herd' ; nor is there a 
diftance of affedHon, for having loved his own , which were in the world, he loves 
them to the end \ they can never be feparated from his love, feeing they are en¬ 
graven as a feal upon his heart: but this is a diftance as to communion ; and,, 
in this fenfe, Chrift fometimes does ftand at a diftance, and hides himfelf 
from his people •, as appears from their frequent complaints of it, they then 
thinking themfelves forfaken and forgotten by him. 

2. This petition fhews her uneafinefs in this condition, and therefore fhe 
fays, draw me -, not but that fometimes believers are lukewarm and indiffe¬ 
rent ; for falling afleep upon a bed of fecurity, they become unfenfible of their 
condition, and therefore unconcerned about it; but when they are awakened,, 
and find their beloved gone, their fouls are troubled, and being impatient of 
delay, though in the night, as the church in Ch. iii. arife from their beds, and 
in the jlreets and broad ways feekhim, whom their fouls love. 

3. Thisrequeft Ihews the fenfe fhe had of her own inability to attain to-, 
a ftate of nearer communion with him : When he hides his face , who can be¬ 
hold him? when he ftands at a diftance, who can come near him ? if he is. 
pleafed to withdraw his prefence, there’s no commanding it-, the light of his 
countenance, the enjoyment of his prefence, and fellowfhip with him, are as 
much the inftances of his diftinguifhing and fovereign grace, and as much de¬ 
pend upon his fovereign pleafure, as the firft workings of grace it felf we can 
no more enjoy the one at pleafure, than we could effedt the other ; the fame 
fpirit that wrought grace in us at firft, muft give us accefs into Chrift’s prefence ; 
we need now the fame bands and cords of love to draw us to Chrilt, as then 
we did. 

4. It fignifies the apprehenfion (hefeems to have of danger,, draw me or I. 
ftiall be drawn away ; believers may be fometimes under fearful apprehen- 
iions of being drawn away by the corruptions of their natures, theTnares of; 
the world, and the Gen j j rations of fat an, -though they can never be drawn to¬ 
tally and finally from Chrift. He has, by the cords of love, drawn them to 
himfelf; and though they may not always experience it, yet he will never 
leave his people till he ha^ brought them fafe to glory. 

5. It fhews that high value and efteem (he had for communion with Chrift,. 
which makes her fo earneftly importune that blefiing, and uf: luch preffing: 
and repeated inftances for the enjoyment of it y this was the one thing Sat ear- 
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neftly defired and fought for, yea, preferred to all other enjoyments. More¬ 
over, 

II. Here is an argument made ufe of to obtain this requeft, we will run 
after thee: Or elfe it maybe conlidered as the end of her aflring this favour, 
draw me, that we may run after thee \ Lord, do thou draw, that we may 
run, which we cannot do, unlefs thou doft > but if thou wilt, wc ftiall run 
after thee. Here is a change of perfons in thefe words \ fii ft (he lays, draw 
me, and then we will run after thee \ by whom are meant, fhe, and the vir¬ 
gins her companions, the church, and particular members: Every one in 
their ftations would adf with more life and vigour upon fuch drawings. We 
will run after thee \ this is not a running to Chrift, as Tinners do under 
apprehenfion of danger, as to a city of refuge, and faints, as to a place of 
protection, fafety and fecurity •, but this is a running after him : Chrift is 
the forerunner who has gone before us, and left us an example, both in doing 
and fuffering, as the fulfiller of righteoufnefs, and the great captain of our 
falvation; and we mult follow him, the lamb, whitherfoever he goeth; and 
not only follow, but run. Our life is frequently, in feripture, called a race ; 
Chrift is the mark we muft prefs after ; heaven is the prize we Ihould have in 
view ; and the way or ftadium , in which we Ihould run, are Chrift’s com¬ 
mandments ; though our running therein, or performing them, is not the 
caufe of our obtaining the prize ; for it is not of him that willeth, nor of 
him that runneth , but of God that Jhewetb mercy \ yet running herein is our 
duty *, which fuppofes, 

Chearlulnels, rcadinefs, and willingnefs ; then fays David c , will I run 
the way of thy commandments, when thou/halt enlarge my heart \ i. e. I ftiall 
obferve them more chearfully, readily and willingly \ it will remove that 
backwardnefs that is in me to duty. 

2 dly, Swiftnefs; I made hajle and delayed not , to keep thy commandments d , 
lays the fame pfalmift: •, fuch obedience as this, though far more perfeftly than 
we are capable of, do the angels perform in heaven. 

- ^ 3 dfyy Strength; and this we have not, but there is fulnefs of it with 
Chrift who, whilft we are waiting on him, is pleafed to renew our ftrength, 
fo that we mount up with wings as eagles, and run and are not weary, and walk 
and do not faint. Now this is the effeft of that drawing, without which there 
is no running j we cannot fet one ftep forward unlefs he fpeak to us, much 
lefs can we run, unlefs he draw us. 

III. Here is an account of the requeft being granted, which fhe obferves 
with pleafure, the King hath brought me into his chambers \ though others read 
it, let the king bring me, or, 0 / that the King would bring me, &c. and fo take 
it as a continuation of her defires after communion with Chrift; but this is 


for w’ant of knowledge in the Hebrew language, as Mercer obferves: Others 
think, that the pa ft tenfe is put for the future, and fo read it, the King Jhall or 
will bring me , &c. as being expreffive of her faith, that fhe Ihould enjoy what 
fhe was defirous of. Junius renders it, when the King Jhall have brought me, &c. 
and fo carries it in the nature of a promife, as to her and her virgins future 

beha- 


c Pfal. cxix. 32. 
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behaviour upon the enjoyment of fuch a blefling; though I think it is much 
better rendered by our tranflators, the King hath brought me y &c. and fo fig- 
nifies her enjoyment of the mercy fhe fought after. Wherein are three things 
to be confidered. 

ijt y Who this King is, that brought her into his chambers . 

2dly> What chambers thofe are, which he brought her into. 

3 dly y What is meant by his bringing her there, or what this phrafe is ex- 
prefllve of. 

1/, Who this King is, not Solomon , for a greater than Solomon is here ; 
but the Lord Jefus Chrift, who is by way of eminency, is called 

the King : Who is the king of the whole world, the King of the kings of the 
world, and the king of faints ; he has, as he is God, an univerfal empire 
over all worlds, heaven, earth and hell ; and, as mediator, has a kingdom 
given him by his father, which lie has purchafed with his own blood, and by 
the mighty conquefts of his grace, has brought into fubje&ion tohimfelf; 
in this kingdom he ena&s laws for the fubjefts thereof, by which they 
are governed and kept in order ; he fubdues all their enemies, fin, fatan, 
and the world ; protects them from all dangers; encqurages his loyal 
and faithful fubjefts, courteoufly receives them, gracioufly takes notice of 
all their petitions, and fupplies them with every thing needful for them : 
now this kingdom, which Chrift, as mediator is poffefs’d of, is of a fpiritual 
nature, and managed in a fpiritual way; ’tis kept in peace, being governed 
in wifdom and righteoufnefs ; and will continue for ever, when all other rule 
and authority fhall be thrown down. But, 

2 dly. What chambers are thefe which this king is faid to bring her into ? 
Not the temple, into which Solomon introduced the people of Ifrael , which 
is the fenfe e fome give of the words ; though there may be an f allufion to 
the temple, and the chambers thereof, of which mention is made, i Chron. 
xxviii. 11, 12. and more efpecialiy to the holy of holies, which was inaccef- 
fible to any but the high prieft ; as that, which was typified by it, is to 
any but Chrift the high prieft, and thofe who belong to him, to whom he 
gives accefs, and who have boldnefs arrd liberty to enter intone holieft ol 
all, by the blood of Jefus: Nor do 1 think that by them are meant thofe 
everlafting manfions of peace and reft, which are in Chrift’s father’s houfe, 
which he is preparing for his fpoufe and bride, and into which he, e’er long, 
will introduce her, where they will keep an everlafting nuptial feaft; for 
at prefent file could not fay, that (be was brought thither, though Ihe might 
be allured of it, that fhe fhould, by thofe kind intimations of his love unto 
her; therefore it feems better to underftand them either, 

i. Or thofe chambers of intimate communion and fellowlhip, which Chrift 
fometimes brings his people into, and of which they are exceeding defirous : 
This ineftimable bleffing Chrift frequency grants to his people in his ordi¬ 
nances ; for he don’t always fuffer them to ftand without, in the outer courts, 
but fometimes takes them into his inner chambers, where he difclofes the fe- 
crets of his heart unto them, gives evident intimations of his love, and fills 
their fouls with divine confolation : Or elfe, 

2. The 

* Brightman and Cotton, in loc. * Fid. Bp, Patrick in loc, 
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2. The dodtrinesr of the golpel, which contain the unfearchable riches of 
Chrift, and the myfterics of his grace, which he brings his people gradually 
into, and Ihews them thofe things which eye hath not icen, neither hath ear 
heard, nor the heart of man conceived o; •, he took me, as it lhc fhould fay* 
into his chambers, and there more thoroughly inftru&ed me into his mind 
and will, gave me to know more tuliy the myjteries of the kingdom , opened 
all the treaiures of his grace, and fhow’d me all his riches, and glory con¬ 
tained therein. Now this fenfe fuits well with a practice much tiled by the> 
Jews, who frequently taught in chambers, where they alfp met together to 
converle about, and determine matters in religion, as wjll fully appear from 
their E writings \ and we have many hints in the new Teft^ment, which con¬ 
firm it: ’Twas in fuch a chamber that Chrift kept the paffover, and infti- 
tuted the Lord’s fupper, and gave fuch a difeovery of the nature of his 
death and iufferings to his difciples : In fuch a room the difciples met toge¬ 
ther, after his afeenfion*, and in luch an on tPaul preached till midnight. But,,. 

^d!y. What is meant by being brought into thefe chambers j or what does, 
this phrafe import, or exprefs ? 

1. On ChrilVs part. 

(i.) An acknowledgment of her to be his bride ; he having efpoufed her, 
to himfelf, and folemniz’d the marriage among her friends, which was the 
Jewifti cuftom, takes her home to himfelf as his fpoufe and bride, to live 
and converle with him, leads her into his chambers,, apd there unlocks all his 
treafures, fhows her all his riches and glory, and puts her into the poffeflion 
of them. 

i * * 

(2.) It imports wonderful condefcenfion in him, that he,, who is the King 
of kings, fhould vouchfafe to regard fuch a worthlefs creature, as the church 
is in her felf, much more efpoufe her to himfelf, and in fuch a kind, Jov- 
ing and familiar manner, give her accefs to. his perfon, ?nd all he has, and 
grant her fuch intimate communion and fellowfhip with him, 

(3.) It (hows us, that all our nearnefs to, and communion with God, are 
in and through Chrift * ’tis he that gives us accefs into the grace wherein we 
Jiandy and leads us into the prefence of his father •, he is pur only way of ac¬ 
cefs unto him, and acceptance with him. 

2. On her part; they being her words, fhew, ., , „ 

(1.) That flie does not aferibe this to herfelf, but to, hi$ powerful and 

efficacious grate ; fhe was confcious of her o>vn inabiiiiy^viand therefore makes 
application to him, and, having obtained her defirea,. acknowledges it to the 
glory of his grace ; w.ho brought , or caufed, her to come l9 as the h word may 
be rendred, notwuhftanding all difficulties aj?d obftruttions which lay in the 
way. 

(2.) This Ihe does with tjiankfulnet, in an exulting manner, as this way . 
of fpeaking teftifies, and the following words declare : What was before mat¬ 
ter of prayer, is now the fubjeefc of praife ; ffie owns, with gratitude, as be* 
carne her, the mercy (Lc had received. 

! in C ant « 3>4* and Tratt. Sabbath in Mifnah, c. 1. §.4. 
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(3.) It feems to be in a boafting way and manner that Ihe (peaks* Be¬ 
lievers are allowed to glory in the Lord, and boaft of what he has done for 
them, and manifefts to them, that his grace may be magnified, others take 
notice of it, and they be encouraged in their addrefies to him : The church 
here might have an eye to the virgins or daughters of Jerufalem . 0 

IV. We have, in thefe words, the effects or confequences of the church’s 
enjoying this valuable blefling, as they appear in her and her members, or 
her daughters, the virgins . 

ift. Gladnefs and rejoicing in Chrift ; we will he glad and rejoice in thee\ 
The feveral claufes of this text, 1 fome think, ftiould be confidered thus \ the 
firft claufe, draw me , as the words of the church; the next, we will run after 
thee, the chorus of the virgins; then the church again fays, the King hath 
brought me into his chambers ; and after that, the virgins, we will be glad, &c. 
but whether the church, or the virgins, or both, are here intended, it is certain, 
that this is the language of believers, of whofe joy Chrift is the object: They 
rejoyce, not in themfelves,' neither in their works, graces or frames, but m 
the Lord Jefus Chrift : This is one part of the charafter which the apoftle 
gives of true believers; they are fuch who rejoice in Chrift Jefus, and have 
no confidence in the flefh , Phil. iii. 3. 

1. They rejoice in his perfon, in his greatnefs, fitnefs, fulnefs and glory, as 
he is God and man in one perfon ; for being fo, he is able to be their laviour, 
a proper perfon to be a mediator, has all fulnefs of grace treafured up in him, 
and appears to be the brightnefs of his father's glory , and the exprefs image 
of his perfon \ a view of, and communion with, fuch an one, muft needs fill 
the believer with a joy unfpeakable and full of glory . 

2. They rejoice in what he has done for them * he is the Lord Jehovah, 
vho has done great things for them, whereof they are glad ; he engaged, as 
their furety in the everlafting covenant, and in the fulnefs of time , afiumed 
their nature, finilhed and made reconciliation for their fins, fatisfied divine 
juftice, fulfilled a righteous law, brought in and cloathed them with an ever¬ 
lafting righteoufnefs, procured the pardon of all their fins ; and in fhort, has 
fecured all grace and glory for them •, and when they confider all this, they 
cannot but be glad and rejoice in him. 

3. They rejoice alfo in what he is unto them, as well as in what he has 
done for them ; he ftands in and fills up all relations to them ; he is their 
everlafting father , their kind and loving brother, their tender and indulgent 
hufband, their conftant and faithful friend, and indeed, their all in all \ he is 
every thing to them, for he of God is made unto them, wifdom , righteouf- 
fiefs, fanftification , and redemption ; and when they confider him under all 
thefe endearing charafters and relations, Tis no wonder that they are heard to 
fay, I will greatly rejoice in the Lord , my foul (hall be joyful in the God of my 
falvaiioriy &?c. 

idly. Aitother effect of the churches Enjoying fuch intimate communion 
with Chrift, is a remembrance of his love ; we will refnember thy love more 

than 
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than wine. I have already on ver. 2. Ihewn you the preferablcnefs of Chrift’s 
love to wine, and lhall not here repeat it, but only Ihew, 

1. What it is to remember Chrift’s love. 

2. Why we fhould, and why every believer will do fo. 

H What it is to remember it. 

(1.) It is fo to record it in our minds, as not to forget it; we fhould, with 
David k , call upon our fouls, and all that is within us, to blefs his holy name, 
and forget net all bis benefits \ and more efpecially, we Ihould not forget his 
love from whence they all fpring. 

(2.) We fhould often meditate upon it; which would not only ferve to 
advance the glory of divine love, but would fweetly ravilh our fouls, raife 
our affedions, inflame our love, and quicken our faith. 

(3.) We fhould conflantly obferve that ordinance, which Chrift has ap¬ 
pointed for this purpofe, viz. the Lord’s fupper ; it being his defign in the 
inftitution of it, that we fhould remember him, his broken body and precious 
blood, and particularly his fpecial love, which appeared in all. 

(4.) We Ihould fo remember it, as to have our defires more ftrongly after 
it, and our affections more firmly fix’d upon it: Chrift’s love is excellent 
and valuable, it is preferable to life itfelf, and all the comforts of it; and a 
frequent revolving it in our minds will enlarge our defires after a greater 
knowledge of it, and heighten our value for, and efteem of it. 

(5.) We fhould fo remember it, as to exercife faith in it* for it will 
bring us but little comfort, and do us but little fervice, unlefs we can, in 
fome meafure, appropriate it to ourfelves, faying, with the apoftle, he hath 
loved me , and hath given himfelf for me ; it will afford us no folid joy, 
and comfort, that he has loved others, if we have no reafon to hope and 
believe that he hath loved us; for it is faith’s viewing a peculiar intereft 
in this love, that fixes a fenfe of it. more firmly upon the mind. 

(6.) It then appears, that this is uppermoft in our minds, when we fpeak 
and make mention of it to others ; and, indeed, that Ihould be the fubjed 
of our difeourfe now, which will be the delightful theme of glorified faints; 
to all eternity. But, 

2. Why fhould we, and why will every believer remember Chrift’s love, 
value and efteem it more than wine ? 

.. 1. Becaufe’tis worthy of remembrance, in its own nature, and in its 
effects, as has been already (hewn ; 5 ti$ better than wine. 1 *tis great and glo¬ 
rious, ftupendous and unparallel’d, . matchlefc and boundlefs, everlafting 
and unchangeable \ it pajjetb knowledge, and is the fource and fpring of all 
the grace we now receive, and of all the glory we are expedants of. 

2. It would be ungrateful in us not to remember it; fhould we be un¬ 
mindful of, and forget this love, and the benefits which fpring from it, 
we fhould be juftly chargeable with the vile fin of ingratitude j and it 
might be very pertinently returned upon us, what Abfalom 1 faid to Hufbai, is 
this thy kindnefs to thy friend ? 

3. Becaufc 

* Pfal. ciii. \> 2 . [ 2 Sam. xvi, 17. 
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3. Becaufe he hath remember’d us, and that in our low eft ate* becaufe his 
mercy enduretb for ever \ even when we were in the depths of fin and mifery, 
could not help our felves, and were fo far from having any love to him, that 
we were in open rebellion againft him ; yet fuch was his amazing love to us, that 
he raifed us beggars from the dunghill wajhed us from our fins in his own bipod* 
and made us kings and priefts to God and bis father \ and lhall we hot remem¬ 
ber ? can we be forgetful of this love ? 

4. A remembrance of it promotes our own comfort and edification, ferves 
to make fin odious and deteftable, and is oftentimes ufeful to excite and re¬ 
vive grace, to banifh our doubts and fears, and make the perfon of Chrift 
more precious to us. 

3 dly* Another effect or confequence of the church’s being brought intb the 
chambers of near felJowfhip and communion with G.^rift, is, that the love of 
his church and people is the more drawn forth to him, who here go under 
the character of upright ones, the upright love thee ; or, according to the 
Hebrew text, m uprightneffeslove thee *, the abftradt for the concrete ; which in¬ 
tends upright men, or men of uprightnefs, as being the perfons who love 
Chrift; unlefs with R . Sol. Jarchi , we take it to be exprefiive of the fincerity 
of their love, and fo read it, in uprightJiejfes , or with an upright love they love 
thee: R. Aben Ezra thinks it is the adjective of wine* before mentioned, and 
intends the excellency, fweetnefs and incorruptnefs of it, as in Ch. vii. 9. 
and the fenfe then is this, we will remember Jby love more than wine ; yea , 
more than upright wine , or wine that goes down fweetly, do they love thee : 
Though I rather think it intends the character of the perfons who love Chrift. 
I have already, on the preceding verfe, fliown the nature of this love, with 
which fouls love Chrift, from whence it fprings, and how it manifefts it felf; 
and fhall now only confider the charafter of thofe perfons who are here faid 
to love him, viz . upright ones ; and they are, 

1. Such who are faid to be upright in heart , of whom mention is made in 
Pfal. cxxv. 4. Do goody 0 Lord , to them that be good* and to them that are up¬ 
right in their hearts ; fuch are they who have a work of grace wrought upon 
their fouls ; whofe hearts are right with God, and defire to worfhip him with 
their whole hearts; who live by faith on Chrift, and his righteoulnefs, and 
whole words and a£tions are without diffynillation ; fuch are lfraelites indeed , 
in whom there is no guile. 

2. Who are of an upright convention, as in Pfal xxxvii. 14. Thefe are 
they who walk according to the rule of God’s word ; they are not partial in 
their obfervance of his commands, but have a regard to them all; they make 
confcience of avoiding lefier, as well as greater fins; and in all their obedience 
to the divine will, feelc the honour and glory of God; and what they do, they 
do in faith, and from a principle of love to God and Chrift. Junius under.- 
ftands this claufe, of the fincerity and uprightnefs of the love of the church and 
her friends to Chrift, and reads it in connexion with the former thus; we will 
remember thy love more than wine n , and whofoever mofi uprightly love thee \ i. e. 
whoever bear a fincere affection to thee will do the fame. 

G 2 - Ver. 
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Ver. 5 . I am black, but comely, 0 ye daughters of Jerusalem, as the 
tents of Kedar, as the curtains of Solomon. 

T HE church, in the preceding verfes, had directed her fpeech to Chrift, 
■where we have obferved the requefi: fhe makes, and the fuccefs of it, and 
alfo the comfortable and grateful frame of fpirit, produced by it: Here Ihe 
turns her felf to the daughters ofjerufalem , and gives an account of her perfon 
and (fate, and delivers her mind to them in this and the following verfe. 
"Wherein may be confidered, ' . 

I. The perfons (he fpeaks to, the daughters of Jerufalem. 

II. The character which (he gives of her felf. 

III. The reafon of her fo doing. 

I. The perfons (he fpeaks to, are the daughters of Jerufalem : And feeing 
thefe are frequently mentioned in this fong, it will be necefiary to confider 
who are meant by them. R. Sol. Jarcbi would have them to be the Gentiles, 
who, he fays, are fo called, becaufe Jerufalem (hall be the metropolis of all 
nations, according to Ezek. xvi. 61. I will give them unto thee for daughters ; 
and that they are, in the fame fenfe, the daughters of Jerufalem, as the towns 
of Ebon are called in JoJh. xv. 45. The daughters of Ekron ; but it is much 
better to underftand them of particular churches, of which, Jerufalem that 
is above, or that general affembly, and church of the firfl-born, whofe names art 
written in heaven , is the mother ; though I rather think, young converts are 
intended by them, who, perhaps, had not as yet join’d themfelves to the 
church, though they had a very great refoeCt for her, as is manifeft from 
Ch. v. 9. they feem to be very weak, ana their knowledge of Chrift'but 
fmall, yet defirous of knowing him and feeking him with her. See Cb. v. 
8. and vi. 1. and it is very evident, that not only the church, but Chrift 
alfo, had a very great refpeft for them, from Ch. iii. 9, 10, 11. They were 
her friends and companions, diftinft from mothers children, mentioned in the 
following verfe, and were far from being enemies either to Chrift or his 
church. 

II. To thefe perfons fhe gives a character of her fqlf. 
j_/?, She makes a conceflion that fhe was black..- ■ ‘ 
idly, Notwithftanding afierts that Ihe is comely. And, . 
qdly, Ufes fome fimilies toexprefs both by, as the tents of Kedar, the cur¬ 
tains of Solomon. 

\fi. She ingenuoudy and frankly acknowledges that fhe was black. This 
is not to be underftood literally of Pharaoh’s daughter, whom Solomon had 
married ■, and whofe mother, Grotius conjectures, might be an Arabian , and 
fo thefe words be expreflive of her natural complexion; but this is not 
intended, nor, perhaps, is there fo much as an allufion to it, but rather to a 
Ihepherdefs, or keeper of vineyards, made black by lying in the fields, as 

6 the 
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the following verfe feems to intimate: The Targum applies it to the people 
of Ifrael , when they made the calf, and fays, that then their faces became as 
black as the Ethiopians, that dwell in the tents of Kedar; but when they re¬ 
turned, by repentance , and were forgiven, the brightnefs of the glory of their 
countenances was increafed, as the angels ; but the words are exprefiive of the 
fpiritual eftate and complexion of the church of Chrift, and of all believers in 
him ; who may be faid to be black, 

1. Upon the account of their many fpots, blemifhes, and infirmities ; for 
though they are fair and fpotlefs, as confidered in Chrift, yet they are black 
and full of fpots, as confidered in themfelves; fin dwells in them, and they 
are fometimes overcome, and carried captive by it ; 5 tis always prefent with 
them-, this body of fin and death, they carry about as,their burden; 
neither will they be rid of it in this life for if we fay , that we have no fin y 
we deceive our felves, and the truth is not in us ; the moft holy and righteous 
man on earth is not without it; every one is both difturbed and defiled with 
it, and therefore in this fenfe may be faid to be black ; and fo the a Jewilh 
doctors expound it, of the finful adtions and evil works of the congregation 
of Ifrael 

2. The church of Chrift may be faid to be black, oftentimes on the account 
of thofe fwarms of hypocrites and hereticks that appear in it; there have al¬ 
ways been more or lefs of them in the church, in all ages, which have been 
fpots in their feafts of charity . There was a Cain in Adam' s family, a Ham 
in Noah's, an Ifhmael in Abraham's, an Efau in Ifaac's, and a Judas among 
Chrift’s difciples; tliefe goats have always been among Chrift’s fheep ; thefe 
tares grow up among his wheat, and will do fo, till he fhall divide the fheep 
from the goats , and take his fan in his band and thoroughly purge his floor . 
Now upon the account of thefe, and the feveral herefies, fchifms, and divi- 
fions, which frequently arife, and are made in the church of Chrift, fhe may 
be faid to be black : And alfo, 

3. By reafon of the perfecutions and reproaches of the world, which the 
church of Chrift, and all believers in him fuftain for they that will live godly 
in Chrift Jefus, mufi fuffer perfection, of one kind or another ; if not confis¬ 
cation of goods, fines, imprifonments, racks, tortures, yea, death it felf, 
which in fome ages of the world, have been the lot of God’s children, yet, 
at leaft, lofs of their good names, credit, and reputation; for if they are 
loved by Chrift, they muft expeft to be hated by men ; if they have peace in 
him, in the world they muft have tribulation \ they may be fure of being vili¬ 
fied by the world, and backbited and reproached by carnal profeffors ; and 
this is what the church feems to afcribe her blacknefs to, in the following 
verfe. So in Zohar b , this blacknefs is, by the Jews, expounded of the cap¬ 
tivity of the people of IfraeL 

4. She may be faid to be black , with forrow and mourning ; black colour 
not only being the habit of mourners, but does alfo, in fcripture, exprefs 
grief and forrow it felf. See viii. 21. and xiv. 2. The fins and cor¬ 
ruptions of God’s people, oftentimes put them in this mourning habit; as 

David 

* R. Sol. Jarchi and R, Aben Ezra, in loc. b In Exod, fol. 6.1. atod in Lev. fol. 25, 1. 
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David fays «, when he was under a fenfe of his manifold iniquities, I go 
mourning all the day long, or nearer the Hebrew, d I go in blacky all the day 
long ; the coldnefs, hypocrify and formality of profeffors, give them much un- 
eafinefs; the many errors and hereftes among them, and the perfecutions and 
and reproaches, both of the world and carnal profelTors, produce this black 
hue and mournful colour. 

5. They are black * in the eyes of the world, which indeed is no wonder \ 
For the men of the world lee no beauty nor comelinefs in Chrift himfelf, and 
therefore not any in his people ; they being, in their eyes, mean, abje<ft, 
and contemptible, defpifed by them, and accounted as the refufe and ojf-fcour - 
ing oj all things. But notwithftanding all this, Ihe could fay, 

idly. That (he was comely , i. e. beautiful and deftrable , having graceful fea¬ 
tures, and a juft fymmetry and proportion. Now the church, and every be¬ 
liever in Chrift, may be faid to. be comely. 

1. By the imputation of Chrift's righteoufnefs, whereby they are juftified 
From all fin, and Hand fpotlels and irreproveable in God's fight; their own 
righteoufnefs is as filthy rags, and rather detra&s from, than adds to their 
comelinefs ; but Chrift’s righteoufnefs being that fine linen, clean , and white , 
with which being array'd, they are adorned as a bride for her hufband , they 
appear perfectly comely , through the comelinefs which Chrift has put upon them ; 
they are no ways comely in themfelves, but in Chrift they are a perfection of 
beauty. 

2. By the fan&ifying grace of the fpirit, whereby they are made new crea¬ 
tures ; Chrift is formed in their hearts, and they are conform’d to him, who is 
the firft-born among many brethren ; his image is impreffed upon them, and all 
the parts of the new man are in a juft proportion in them, though not grown 
up to their perfeftion ; and thus being made partakers of the divine nature, and 
appearing in the beauties of holinefs , they are all glorious and comely within . 

3. Believers are fo in their church ftate, having fellowfliip with Chrift, and 
with one another, walking together in, and according to the commands and 
ordinances of Chrift Jefus: A church of Chrift, in gofpel order, is beautiful 
for fituation ; all her tabernacles are amiable and lovely \ and enjoying the pre¬ 
fence of Chrift in them, is beautiful as Tirzali, comely as Jerufalem, and ter¬ 
rible as an army with banners. O how comely are the faints in their goings in 
Zion! a more lovely fight than this can fcarce be feen ; they are then like a 
company of borfes in Pharaoh 9 s chariots . 

4. Plowever black believers may be in the eyes of the world, they are cer¬ 
tainly comely in the eyes of Chrift ; who often, in this fong, calls his church 
his fair one, and the fair eft among women ; however undefirable Ihe was to 
others, Ihe was very defirable to him ; her eyes, cheeks , lips , teeth, head , 
hair , neck y &c. are commended and praifed by him; fo much beauty and 
comelinefs appeared in her, that his heart was even raviihed with her ; ancf 
fo long as he thinks her comely, it matters not what opinion others entertain 
of her. 


3 dly. She makes ufe of fome fimilies to exprefs both her blacknefs and her 
comelinefs, as the tents of Kedar; as the curtains of Solomon. Some e think 
6 that 

Pfal, XAXviii. 6. d ’fO/H Tip atratus pergo, Jun, c Mercer. inloc. 


c Mcfcer. in loc. 
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that thefe refer to both parts of her character •, and iuppofe that the tents of 
Kedar , though they were mean and abjed without, yet were full of 
wealth and riches within •, and that Solomon' s curtains or hangings had an 
outward covering, which was not fo rich and valuable as that within ; and fo 
are both defigned by the church to reprefent unto us, that though /he was 
mean and abjed, in the eyes of the world, yet fhe was rich, glorious, and 
beautiful within : The outfide of a believer is only feen by the world, and 
they judge of him accordingly ; his infide is hid from them, as the riches of 
Kedar's tents, and the fineneis of Solomon's curtains were from thofe who 
viewed the outfide only ; though I rather think her blacknefs is defigned by 
the one, and her comelinefs by the other. 

1. For her blacknefs, fhe compares her felf to the tents of Kedar. Kedar 
was the fecond fon of Ifhmaely Gen. xxiv. 13. whofe pofterity dwelt in the 
deferts of Arabia , Ifa. xlii. 11. and their employment being to feed cattle, 
JfaAx. 7. They dwelt in tents, Pfal . cxx. 4, 5. which were made of hair 
cloth, and that of goats hair ; which being always f expofed to the fun and 
rain, were very black, look’d very mean and contemptible : They had no 
other houfes but thefe ; and becaufe they always dwelt in them, removing 
and pitching them at pleafure, therefore they were called Scenites 8 . Now 
the church compares her felf to thefe mean, black, and defpicable tents, on 
the account of the fins and infirmities of her felf, the carnality and hypocrify 
of others, the many errors and herefies fhe was vexed with, as well as the 
perfections and reproaches of men, which oftentimes oppreffed her, as has 
been already obferved. 

2. For her comelinefs, fhe compares her felf to the curtains 0/Solomon : 
The Septuagint read it, w* hppeis XxAoopwj, as the Jkins of Solomon *, and fo 
the Vulgate Latin likewife •, which verfion Gilbert Foliot h following, in his 
expofition of this place, fays it is not to be underftood of the fkins of lheep, 
goats, or any other animal, but of the very fkin of Solomon himfelf; who 
being a rich king, and living dclicioufly, he fuppofes was very comely and 
beautiful, to whofe fine fkin he thinks the church here compares herfelf, to 
fet forth her comelinefs ; but this is much better referred by Alcuin , his coun¬ 
tryman, to the fkins of (lain beads, of which he thinks, Solomon made tents 
for himfelf ; though, it feems rather to intend thofe rich hangings of tapeftry, 
which Solomon had, either about his bed, or in the feveral apartments of his 
houfe, which, no doubt, were very rich, coftly, and glorious, he being 
fo great and wealthy a prince; and therefore the church, on the account of 
her perfedt comelinefs, through Chrift’s righteoufnefs put upon her, and the 

curious. 


f Vid. R. Sol. Jarchi, and R. Aben Ezra in loc. 

8 Nomadas, infeftatorefque Chaldzeorum, Scenitae claudunt, Sc ipfi vagi, fed a tabernaculis 
cognominati, quse ciliciis metantur, ubi libuit, Plin. 1 . 6. c. 28. Arabes nobiles monte Caiio,, 
qui Scenits caufam nominis inde ducunt, quod tentoriis fuccedunt, nec alias demos habent, ipfa 
autem tentoria cilicina funt, ita nuncupant velamenta e caprarum pills texta. Solin. Polyhift. 
c. 46. 

h This Gilbert Foliot, was Biihop of London, and lived in the 12 th century, in the reign of 
king Henry the II. whofe Expofition, together with the Compendium of Akuin, his country¬ 
man, were publifhed by Patricks Junius, in 1638. 
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curious and embroider’d work of the fpirit of God in her, as alfo her 
walk in gofpel order, compares her l’elf to thefc curtains or hangings. More¬ 
over, by a metonymy, may be undcrftood, both in this and the preceding 
companion, the perfons who dwelt in Kedar 9 s tents, and Solomon's courtiers, 
who lived in thefe apartments of his, which were fo richly hung ; the former 
being black, and the latter dwelling in the palace of a wealthy king, and 
faring delicioufly, were, no doubt, plump and comely ; though neither S0/0- 
mon nor any of his courtiers, could come near the church for beauty and come- 
linefs; and to this fenfe agrees 1 Junius's, verfion of the text. But, 

III. Let us now confider the reafon of her giving this account oi her felf to 
the daughters of Jerufalem ; Her defign feems to be to obviate what might be 
objected by, and remove whatever might be difcouraging in her to the 
daughters of Jerufalem^ thofe young converts; the’y might objett to her, 
thou talked of being brought into the king’s chambers, and having nearnefs 
of accefs unto him ; how can it be, that one fo black as thou art, fhould 
be taken notice of, by fo great a perfon, and have fuch nearnefs to him, 
who appears to be fo mean and fo unworthy thereof? To this Ihe anfwers, 
by granting, that fhe was black in herfelf, but yet was comely, through his 
comelinefs ; in him fhe was prepared as a bride adorned for her hufband ; and it 
was this that gave her the favour and acceptance ihe had with him. 

Again, It might be objeCLd, how can’ll thou be chearful, when thou art 
fo black, loaded with perfections and afflictions, and hated and defpifed by 
all? This Ihe obviates by.obferving, that the world could not fee her inward 
glory, and therefore paffed a wrong judgment upon her ; and that the un- 
leen glory, riches, beauty, and perfection in Chrift, fupported her under 
all reflections, perfecutions and reproaches. 

Alfo the fins and infirmities which they faw in her, afe well as the fuffer- 
ingslhewas expofed unto, might ftumble thofe young converts, and be a 
means to deter them from the ways of Chrift, and joining with his church 
and people ; and feeing there was danger of this, therefore fhe informs them 
of her beauty, as well as of her blacknefs; of her grace, as well as of her 
corruptions; of her glory, as well as of her fufferings; and in doing this, 
her defign is to engage and encourage them to go with her ; in all which/; 
ihe difeovers her ftrength of faith in Chrift, and his righteoufnefs, notwith- 
Handing all her fins and fufferings; of which ftie gives a fikther account in 
the following verfe. 


1 Similis Am Scenitis Kedarenia, at Amilis fum inhabitantibu* aul*a Schelomonis. Vid. 

Jofeph. Antiq. 1. 8. c. 2 . 
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Ver. 6 . 


Ver. 6. Lock not upon me, becaufe 1 am black, becaufe the fun hath 
looked upon met My mother's children •were angry with me, they 
made me the keeper of the vineyards , but mine own vineyard have 
1 not kepU 


T H E church here continues her difcoUrfe to 
And, 


the daughters of Jerufalem: 


• 

I. Defires of them, not to look upon her. 

II. Gives a reafon why fhe would not have them do fo, becaufe I am black 
of which blacknefs flie afligns fever^l taufes ; fome of which are more* 
near, others more remote. 


j fi 9 Becaufe the fun had looked upon her. 

2dly. Her mother's children were angry with her. 

3 dly 9 They had made her the keeper of the vineyards* 

^thly 9 This occafioned a negledt of her own,, mine own vineyard.have Inof: 
kept ; all which produced this blacknefs in her; for it was hot her true and 
native colour. 

I. She defires the daughters of Jerufalem not fo look upon her; - which may 
be underftood, either, i. Of a look of fcorn and difdain a : She was now in 
fuffering circumfiances, furrounded with a Variety of enemies, expofed to a 
multitude of troubles* and liable to many failings and infirmities ; for which 
reafons fhe might be jealous of falling under their fcorn and contempt; and 
therefore fays, look not upon me . The meannefs, poverty and fufferings of the 
faints, render them contemptible to the world > and the failures and imper¬ 
fections of their lives* are oftentimes thrown in their teeth, and this, too - 
often, by prbfeliors themfelves; but this we fhould be very careful bf, 
that we do not treat our fellow c'hrittians aftei* fuch a manner ; we fhould be 


far from flighting a believer under fufferings, or carrying it with a difdainful 
sir to a fallen faint; for we fhouTd cbnfider,. thaft we alfo are in fhe body v and 
liable to the fame temptatiohs. Or eTfe, 2. It means a curious and prying 
look into her failings and infirmities; eonfcious fhe was to her felf of them, 
but knew it was not their duty,, though, perhaps, they too often made it 
their bufinefs to look into them. There are fome who are never better,, 
chan when thus employ’d, in expofing of the faints; they, watch for* 
their h&ltirigs, and are glad to report and fpread a tale of the infirmities 
of their brethren; their eyes pierce like vultures, and fatten upon no¬ 
thing elfe but corruption : But fuch a curious, prying look as this, is con¬ 
demned by Chrift, Mat . Vii. 3 r 4, 5. And why beholdejl thou the mote that is 
in thy broker's eye , but conJideYefi not the beam that is in thine awn eye 9 &c. If 
God did as ftriftty obferve' and maYk out iniquities 9 as we are too apt tomark 
One anothdrs; what would become of us! This cohfideration IhouTd deter us 


from 


a W, AHheeh in foa. 

w . H 
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from a pra&ice fo vile in it felf, To difhonourable to religion, and which is fo 
highly relented by Chrift. 3. It may alfo fignify a looking with delight and 
pleafure at her affli&ions and falls, Which, perhaps, fhe was (hfpicious of: 
This was what Edom was blamed lor, in Obad . ver . 12, 13. but thou .Jhouldfi 
not have look'd on the day cf thy brother , i. e. with joy and pleafure, as the 
following words fhew ; neither fioouldft thou have rejoiced over the children of 
Judah, in the day cf their definition, &c. believers fhould be fo far from fucli 
a temper, as this is, that they fliould rather fympathize with them in thpuf 
fufferings, and falls, than triumph over them ; for let him that thmketh ioe 
fiandetb , take heed left he fall. Or, 4. She would not have them look upon 
her as perfons aftonifhed and amazed, at. her prefent fufferings, as though 
[oweft range and unaccountable thing had happened to her ; for they need not 
be furprized, when they confider, that Chrift her head and hulbarid, the holy 
and the harmlefs one, was treated after the fame, yea, after a much worle 
manner-, that the fufferings which fhe underwent, were but what were ap¬ 
pointed for her, and would all end in God’s glory, and her. own good ; 
therefore fhe would not have them be ftartled at them, or be difeouraged by 
them from joining with her. 5. She would 'have them not to look at her 
blacknefs only, but alfo at her beauty ; ’tis true, fhe was black in her felf, 
and that fhe acknowledges; but then (he was comely in Chrift, and that fhe 
would have them take notice of, as well as the other ; fhe would have them 
look upon Chrift, who. is white and ruddy , the chiefefi among ten thoufand , 
who is altogether lovely and exceeding comely, and confider her in him, ,and 
not asThe was in her felf, for that might be frightning and difeouraging to 
them. 

II. She proceeds to give the reafon why fhe would not have them look 
upon her, becaufc , fays fhe, I am black \ fhe had faid this before \ but here 
lhe ufes the fame word b in another form, which c fome think is to diminifh 
the fignification of it, and that fhe was hot fo black as they thought her to 
be, or had reprefented her ; and fo Ainfwortb and Junius read it blackijh , 
or fomewbat black ; though the doubling of the radicals feem rather to en- 
creafe the figriification, as in other places, fee Pfal . xlv. 5. Prov. viii. 31* 
and therefore fhould be read, becaufe I am very black or exceeding black ; and 
this fhe here mentions again with this addition, that fhe might have an op¬ 
portunity to give an account of the particular reafons thereof j which reafohs 
are as follow: 

\ft% She declares, that one reafon of her blacknefs was, becaufe the fun had 
looked upon her. 1. The Targum expounds this of the congregation of Ifrael , 
which was made black by the idolatrous worfhip of the fun and moon ; 
againft this, a law was provided, it was ftridtly prohibited by God, Deut % 
xvii. 3. but yet was very early in the world, mod nations under the fun fell 
into it \ Tome worfhipped the fun under one name, and Tome under another* 
and all paid a regard unto it: This idolatrous worfliip feems to have obtained 
in Job's time; fee Job xxxi. 26, 27. and the Jewifh nation was not exempted 
from it; they frequently fell into it, and were blackened by it; fee 2 Kings 

xxiii. 

f R. Aben Ezra inloc., 
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xxiii. 5-11. Ezek. viii. 16. for idolatry, error, and fuperftition, will 

make the church black. 2. Others d underftand it of Chrift, the fun ofrighte - 
oufnefs ; and that (he was made black, either by fuffering for him, or elfe by 
being in his company, in whole prefence, all other beauty, but his own, 
vaniffies and difappears. Thus a perfon that is not of a fair complexion, be¬ 
ing in the company of one that is, looks abundantly worfe than if viewed 
alone: Chrift’s beauty infinitely exceeds any that is in us; there is no 
comparifon between them ; we look black, exceeding black, when compared : 
to Chrift. But, 3. I Ihould rather chufe to underftand it of the fun of 
perfecution, for under this name it goes in Mat. xiii. 6. compared with- 
ver . 21. and this feems to fuit better with the church’s prefent ftate and cir- 
cumftances; and, indeed, every one that will live godly in Chrift Jefus , jhall 1 
fuffer perfecution, either from the tongues, if not from the hands of men: And* 
this perfecution, which the church underwent, feems to be a very'vehe¬ 
ment one ; in that lhe compares it to the looks and fcorchings of the fun;, 
and it muft continue fome time upon her, to make and leave fuch vifible 
marks and impreflions of it ; and yet fire patiently endured all, and bravely' 
bore the heat and burden of the day , and feems to be no more alhamed of 
her fufferings, than lhe was of the perfon and caufe for whom fhe fuffered. 

‘2 dly. Her mother's children were angry with her . To her outward perfe¬ 
cution were added inteftine broils ; it is therefore no wonder lhe looked fo- 
black as (he did: Oftentimes a man's worft enemies are the men of his own 
houfe. The Targum , by mother's children underftand the falfe prophets, who <’ 
taught the congregation of Ifraelto ferve the idols, and walk: in the fta- 
tutes of the people, by reafon of- which, fhe ferved not the Lord, neither 
walked in his ftatutes, nor kept his precepts and his laws. • R . Sol. Jarcbi 
thinks th t Egyptians are intended, among-whom the Ifraelites were brought up,’ 
many of whom came along with them; out of Egypt, and were frequently the 
caufe of their falling into fin : But rather we are to underftand by mother's chil - 
ren , either, 1. Indwelling fins and corruptions, which are produced with nature; 
luft conceived , as foon as we were conceived ; nay, we were conceived with 
it, and in it, as the pfalmift fays, Pfal . li. 5. beheld I was foapen in iniquity , 
and in fin did my mother conceive me ; which brought forth fin in us, as foon 
as we were brought forth into the world; and thefe indwelling luftg and 
corruptiohs proclaim war againft us; thde war againft the foul , and fome- 
times bring it into captivity , to the law of fin, .which is in the members ; they • 
frequently draw us away to the performance ofTinful aftions,- making us the 
keepers of otter vineyards , and often divert us from our duty, and caufe us to . 
negleft it; they hinder us from doing the good we would ; for wltin we 
would do good, evil is prefent with us; and fo we may be faid not to keep . 
our own vineyard. Or elfe, 2. Carnal profefiors may be here intended, who 
are members of the fame fociety, externally children of the-fame mother, 
who profefs themfclves of the holy city , are pretenders to godliriefs-, but ene¬ 
mies to it; fuch are they, who have a form of godUnefs, but deny the power 

* H 2 thereof\ , 


? Gregor, in Sanfh Foliot and Cocceius in loc. 
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thereof* in themfelves, and hate it in others ; which, perhaps, may be one 
reaibn why thefe children that were born after the flejk , thefe fa]fe brethren , 
were angry with the church here ; as they frequently are at her zealous de¬ 
fence and vindication of gofpel truths and ordinances, in the power and pu¬ 
rity of them, and at her faithful reproofs and admonitions to them and others, 
throwing all the fcandal and reproach upon her, that poflibly they can: Now 
thefe are generally her mofl bitter and implacable enemies, are thorns in her 
fide, and give her the greateft uneafinefs, caufing more grief and trouble 
to her, than all her fufferings and perfecution from the world \ for hereby 
they blacken and leiTcn her reputation and charafter, more than any other* 
whatever * and yet bear it fhe mult, and patiently lhe ought to endure it; 
Chrift himfelf was not free from it, for who were more bitter and impla¬ 
cable enemies to him, and his gofpel, than the Jews, God's profeffing 
people, and the chief among them, the high priefts and Pharifees ? 

^dly. She lays, they made her the keeper of the vineyards , as an effedt of 
their anger to her, and this, no doubt, added to her blacknefs ; for being 
obliged to lie abroad in the fields, to keep the vineyards, fhe was expofed 
to the fcorching fun beams, and thereby got the hue lhe appeared with; this 
employment being not only very flavifh, but bale, mean, and reproachful; 
ir was what was ufually done by the poorer fort, and was much below the 
honour and dignity fhe was raifed unto. By vineyards may be meant falfe 
xhurches; and by her keeping them, her falling in with their corrupt wor¬ 
ship, and obfervance of the vain traditions and ordinances of men •, which 
Chrift complains of, and condemns in the Jewifh church, who made the com¬ 
mandment of God of none ejfett* by their traditions: But this the church 
was obliged unto by her mother’s children; her compliance does not fe?m to 
be voluntary, but forced, and lhe complains of it as an impofmon; they 
made me* i.e. forced and obliged me to do it. And this produced, 

4 tbly. A negleft of her own vineyard, but mine own vineyard have I not 
kept ; which (till increafed her blacknels \ through outward perfecution, 
inteftine broils, and a finful compliance to human traditions, arifing either 
from fear, or weaknefs, or both, her own vineyard, the church, or her owp 
foul was neglected. Every believer has talents more or lefs given him to occu¬ 
py , grace to exercife, gifts to ufe, and and a part afligned him in the Lord’s 
vineyard to labour in; and when thefe things are neglected by him, either 
through the fear of men, or the corruptions of his own heart, he may 
-be faid, not to have kept his vineyard 5 which, perhaps, fometimes is like 
his who was void of underjtanding* which was all grown over with thorns* 
and settles bad covered the face thereof ; but when he is fonfible of it, he 
will acknowledge and bewail it, as the church, does here; fhe does not go 
about to extenuate her fin, by the anger of her mother's children, or their 
'obliging her to keep other vineyards, but ingenuoufly acknowledges that it 
was her fault to neglect her own; which, as it was prejudicial to herfelf, 
lb it was highly refented by Chrift, who, perhaps, thereupon remqved his 
prefence from her, for fhe ieems tobe at a iofs to know where he was, as is 
manifeft from the following words, 

Ver. 
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Ver. 7. Fell me (0 thou whom my foul loveth) where thou Jeedeft, 
where thou makejl thy flocks to rejl at noon : For why Jhould I 
be as one, that turneth ajide by the flocks of thy companions. 

1. 

T HE church having in the two former verfes, directed her fpeech to 
the daughters of Jerufalem y and given them an account of herielf, 
and prefent condition, with the reafons thereof, which Ihe did, in order to 
folve their objections, and remove all difcouragements from them that might 
arife from thence ; and being fertfible of her weaknefs and finfulnefs in com¬ 
plying with, and embracing the traditions and doftrines of . men, in which 
Ihe found no folid food for her foul •, fhe therefore makes application to 
Chrift, the great lhepherd of the lheep, that he would feed, refrefh, guide* 
direCt, and reftore her wandring foul. In thefe words are, 

I. A requeft made unto him. 

II. Some arguments ufed by her to prevail upon him. 

I. Here is a requeft made by the church to Chrift, which confiftsof two 
parts. Firft, To know where he feedeth ; tell me where thou feedeft. Se¬ 
condly^ That he would inform her where he refted and refreflied his flock 
in the heat of the day, where thou makeft thy flocks to reft at noon ; both which 
we fhall enter into a confideration of. 

Firft y She defires to know where Chrift fed ; which is to be underftood 
not paffively, where he himfelf was fed, or where he fed himfelf •, but active¬ 
ly, where he fed others, viz. his flock, which though not exprefied in the 
original t^xt, muft be underftood : and it may be obferved here, that God’s 
own children, fometimes, may be at a lofs to know where Chrift feeds ; 
which may arife either from the prevailings of corruptions in them, whereby 
they have ftep’d out of thfe ways of Chrift; or from the hidings of God’s 
face, and the with-drawings of the fun of.righteoufnefs, or from the violent 
temptations of fatan, and fierce persecutions of the world; but when they 
are hungry, and defirous of fpiritual food, they will enquire after it, and 
are very jealous, left they fhould not be" fed by Chrift, and with the whole- 
fome words of faith and found doftrfiiC therefore in thefe ftraits they make 
their application to Chrift, and him only, who feed's nis flock like'a Jkep- 
herd ; which branch of Chrift’s work and office we lhall r now confider ; and 
and 'lhaU endeavour to fliow, ift. What this phrafe fuppofes and intends as 
referr’d to Chrift. idly. What he feeds his flock with. 3 dly. How, after 
what manner, and by what means,he feeds them .\ Athly. Where he does fo. 

sft. It will be proper to enquire what is fuppofed and jntendedby Chrift’s 
feeding, fouls. 

1. Jt fuppoles that Chrift is a lhepherd ; and, he Frequently calls himfelf fo, 
in jfofcnyx.*, The fcriptures, hoth of the old and hew Tefl^iriept, do abundant¬ 
ly teftify that he bears this character, and ftahda in this relation to his'people, 

1 • " where 
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where he is called God’s lhepherd ; awake, 0 /word, againfl my Jhepberd , 
and againfl the man that is my fellow, faith the Lord of hofts, Zech. xiii. 7. 
now he isfo called, becauie he is the lhepherd, whom God the father has ap¬ 
proved of, chofen, appointed, let up and fent to be the lhepherd of the Iheep ; 
who, as .fuch, died lor the Iheep and rofe again, and as fuch muft give an 
account unto the Father, of all the Iheep which he has intruded him with ; he 
muft bring in the full number, yea, muft not have one of them wanting.. 
He is alfo called the chief lhepherd ; and when the chief Jhepberd Jhall ap¬ 
pear , ye Jhall receive a crown of glory, which fadetb not away, 1 Pet. v. 4. 
which title he well deferves ; for he that is God’s lhepherd, is alfo God’s fel¬ 
low, entirely equal to him in the dignity of his nature, and in the fulnefs 
of his power and glory ; all other fhepherds are under him, they receive their 
commifiions from him, have their leveral flocks afligned to them by him, are 
lurnilhed with abilities from him to feed them ; to him, at laft, muft they 
give an account of themfelves, their work, and the flocks that were put un¬ 
der their care, and from him lhall they receive the never fading crown of' 
glory. He likewife calls himfelf the good lhepherd > I am the good Jhepberd , 
the good Jhepberd givetb his life for the Jheep , John x. 11. and he may very 
juftly call himfelf fo, for fo he was to him that employ’d him, and fo he is 
to thofe who are made his care and charge; he was faithful to his father, 
that appointed him, and is merciful and compaflionate to, careful and ten¬ 
der of the Iheep committed to his truft; of which, a greater proof cannot* 
be given, than his laying down his life for them. He is called the great 
lhepherd ; now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord 
fefus, that great floepherd of the jheep , Heb. xiii. 20. which will manifeftly 
appear, if we confider the dignity of his perfon, being the fon of God ; the 
nature of his flock, the fouls of men, therefore he is called the Jhepberd 
and bifhop of fouls ; and alfo the largenefs of his abilities for this work ; 
he has an exquifite knowledge of them, he can tell them all by name ; he 
is endued with infinite wifdom and prudence to manage and order his flock 
aright ; has an almighty arm to proteft and defend them from all their 
enemies; is furniflied with large fupplies of grace for them, and bears an 
inexpreffible love unto them. Finally, he is the one, a‘nd the only lhepherd ; 
I will Jet up one Jhepberd over them , and he Jhall feed them, Ezek. xxxiv. 23. 
not but that there are other fhepherds, which are under Chrift,. and'whom he 
employs in his lervice, to feed his flock; but Chrift'is the chief and prin¬ 
cipal ; God the father never did, nor ever will fet up arty other, he is the on¬ 
ly lhepherd that owns the flock, having purchafed it with his own blood, 
and he alone is able to take care of it. 

2. Feeding being applied to Chrift, not only fuppofes that he is a lhep¬ 
herd, but alfo that, he has a flock, to feed; he Jhall fted his flock like a 
fbepherd, Ifa. xl. 11. All the eleft are Chrift’s flock, they are his people., and 
the Jheep of bispafture ; the father has given them to him, and has put them 
into his hands ; he has alfo purchafed them with hia bipod, and calls them 
by his grace : Hence they know his voice, follow his fteps, believe io jwn, 

and therefore lhall never perifli, but have everlafting life. Which flock 
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is, 1. A diftinft one •/ it is diftinguifhed from all others, by ele&ing, re¬ 
deeming, and efficacious grace ; ChriftVffieep are diftindt from the world’s 
goats, and fatan’s wolves in (beeps cloathing, and will one day be feparated 
and manifestly diftinguifhed, not only from the open enemies of Chrift, but 
alfo from all painted hypocrites, and carnal profeflors. 2. Though this 
flock is divided into many parts and branches, yet it is but one flock ; for as 
there are blit one fold, and one fhepherd , fo there is but one flock under the 
care of this fhepherd ; though there are many particular flocks or churches 
here on earth, yet there is but one general affembly and church of the firjl 
born , whofe names are written in heaven . 3. This is but a little flock ; fear 

not little flock, &c. Luke xii. 32/Chrift*s flock of fheep are little and corn 
temptible in the eyes of the world; and are low and mean in their own 
eyes; they are lew in number, when compared with the world’s goats, though 
when all appear together in glory, they’ll be a great multitude, which no man 
can number . 4. It is called a flock of (laughter : Thus faid the Father to the 

ion, feed the flock of the Jlaughter , and he replied, 1 will feed the flock of 
jlaugbter, even you, O poor of the flock, Zech. xi. 4—7. and it is fo called, 
becaufe it is expofed to the cruelty and barbarity of open and avowed ene- • 
mies, and to the ravenings of wolves in fheeps cloathing ; the faints, for the 
lake of Chrift and his gofpel, have been killed all the day long , and accounted, 
as Jheep for the Jlaughter, Rom. viii. 36. 5. Neverthelefs ’tis a beautiful 

flock, as the people of the Jews are called in Jer. xiii. 20. the faints are 
beautiful in Chrift’s eyes, being cloathed with his fpotlefs rrghteoufnefs, 
waffied in his precious blood, and fandtified by his fpirit; therefore, how¬ 
ever black they may be in their own eyes, or in the eyes of others, they are 
comely and delightful in the eyes of Chrift. 

3. This aft of feeding takes in, and comprehends the whole work and bu- 
finefs of a faithful fhepherd towards his flock; all which Chrift fully and 
and exadtly performs. 1. He knows them diftindtly, and takes a particular 
account of them *, he knows them fo, that he can call them alLby name; 
he knew them full well in his father’s gift of them to him, and fo he did 
when he (hed his precious blood for them ; he knew diftindtly all that he 
died for; and in effectual calling, he fets his mark, 'ftamps his image on 
them, that it may alfo appear both to themfelves and others, to whole flock . 
they belong; he took a particular account of them, when the father put 
them into his hands, and made them his care and charge,' and they (hall 
again pafs under the hands of him that telleth them \ for he’ll take care that 
not one of them (hall be loft, but lhall be all fafely folded in heaven. 
2. He not only as a lhepherd takes a particular account of his flock, but he 
alfo leads them out, goes before them, and they follow him ; he leads them 
out of the barren paftures of fin, and leads them into the green paftures 
ot his love and grace ; he goes before them as an example to the flock, of 
love, meeknefs, humility, patience, (sfc . and they follow him, in an obferv- 
ance of his ordinances, and in an obedience to his commands, till he has fafe¬ 
ly conduced them to glory. 3. He protedts them from all their enemies; 
Chris’s flock is expofed unto, and furrounded by many a roaring lion ; 

ravenous 




' An Exposition of the Chap, I* 


raVenout wolves, and lharling dogs ftartd ready to devour it, had they but as 
large a permiflion, and as good an opportunity as they defire ; but as David 
defended his father’s lheep from the lion and the bear, fo does Chrift de¬ 
fend his ; he has power enough to do it, and there is not wanting in him,, 
either will, courage, or diligence. 4. He reftores his lheep, when they 
have wander’d and ftray’d from the fold ; as it is natural for lheep to go 
aftray, fo it is common to Chrift’s fheep, not only before, but after conver- 
fion ; I have gone aftray like a loft Jheep* fays David* Pfal.cxix. 176. feektby 
fervant ; Chrift does fo, when his lheep go aftray, he leeks every where, un¬ 
til he has found them ; when he lays them upon his Ihoulders, and brings 
them into his fold again, rejoicing; he reftores their fouls to their former 
life and livelinels, and leads them in the paths of righteoufnefs, for his own 


name's fake. 5. He heals all their difeafes : There are many difeafes which 
lheep are liable to, and therefore had need to be well looked after; fo there 
are many difeafes which ChriiVs lheep are liable to, but they are all healed 
by him ; he binds up the broken hearted, ftrengthens the weak, heals the 
fick and wounded; none ever die of their difeafes ; he is a fovereign, free,. 


univerfal and infallible phyfician. 6. He watches over them in the night fea- 
fons, as the fhepherds of Bethlehem did over their flocks ; he watches over 
them night and day, in the dark and cloudy day, in. the night of affliction, 
temptation or defertion; he never leaves them nor forfakes them. 7. In 
fhort, he makes all necefiary provifions for them ; fo that they lhall not, nei¬ 
ther can they want any good thing; he takes care that they lhall have the 
belt of food, and what is moll fuitable and proper for them ; he has all ful- 
nefs of grace creafured up in him, and he freely diftributes it among, theft* as 
they Hand in need. Having thus took notice of what is fuppofed and intended 
irv this aft of feeding; I lhall ndw confider, 

zdly 9 What drift'feeds his flock with, and that is, 1 . With himfelf,.who is 


the bread of life , which being fed upon by faith, fupports and maintains the 
life of God’s children ; and fuch are the nature* vertue, and efficacy of it, that 
if'a man eat thereof, he lhall never htwger. after the finfilj pleafore* of this, 
life; io as he has .heretofore ddne ; he lhall alfo. never, die the feedfid death,' 
bur lhall live Spiritually here, and’eternally With Chrift hereafter ; Cfirift’s 
fiefb is meat indeed* 'and Bis blood is drink indeed ; and the believing foul fafte$, 
a fweetnefs herein, and receives nourilhment from hence., Chrift js the bidden 


manna, the food, of the wild erne fs, Which faith livitoi*p f Qft, whilft travelling 
through it. O how richly are the feints fed*:. wh^iOod is Chrift;himfelf! 
2. He feeds them with the. gofptknthe doftrines add promifes of it; the 
doftrines of the gofpel are the wbokftme v)ords of our Lord Jefus Chrift , ia 
which believer^ are nourilhed v!p t thefe are fwtet to their tafte, the joy. and 
rejoicing of their hearts, and are dfteeirted by them.more than their necelTary. 
food ; the pfomifes of the gofpel are exceeding great and precious , faith often 
lives upon them * the whole gofpel fumilbes the believer with a variety of 
food ; in it Ardmilk for babes and meat for ftrongmen ; there’s what Mut¬ 
able to the difpofitions, tafles and conftkutions of all God’s children. & He 
feeds them with the difeovtries uf his Jove and grade ; he brings them into 
3 his 
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hjs banqueting-houfe, and his banner over them is love ; there he gives his b&ft 
wine, and revives and refrefhes their fainting and drooping fouls with it •, he 
not only feeds them with himfelf, the bread of life, but he alfo fheds abroad 
his love in their hearts, which is better than wine ; and thus with both thefe, 
from time to time, does he regale them ; and in making fuch comfortable 
repafts for them, which they largely feed upon, they grow ftronger and 
Jtronger, until, at length, they become perfect men in Chrift Jefus. But, 

3 dly % How , after what manner, and by what means does Chrift feed his flock ? 
This is a part of the church’s requeft ; for fo the words may be read, tell me 
a how thou feedefl, and how thou makejl thy flocks to reft at noon . Now, 
Chrift feeds his flock: i. By his minifters, who are his under-lhepherds, to 
whom he gives commiflions to feed his flock, faying, as he did to Peter, 
John xxi. 15, 16, 17. feed my lambs, feed my fheep who receive food from 
Chrift, the great ftiepherd, and have fuitable gifts and grace bellowed upon 
• them, that they may feed fouls with knowledge and underftanding , i. e. with 
the dodtrines of the gofpel \ which is the food Chrift would have his fed with, 
as has been fhown already. 2. He feeds them by his ordinances, which are 
breafts of confolation to his people, out of which they fuck, and are fatisfied. 
Chrift oftentimes makes a feaft for his people, in his ordinances, and bids 
them welcome, and fays, eat, 0 friends, yea, drink abundantly, O beloved ; 
and their faith feeds heartily upon the goodnefs and fatnefs of his houfe . 3. 
He does all this by his fpirit; ’tis the fpirit of Chrift that takes Chrift, and 
the things of Chrift, and fets them before us, for faith to feed and live upon ; 
’tis he that applies the dodtrines, and feals the promifes of the gofpel to us 
and ’tis he that Iheds abroad the love of Chrift in our fouls the miniftry of 
the word, and the ordinances of the gofpel, are the means of feeding fouls; 
but thefe would be dry breafts, and would fall fhort of fatisfying and re- 
frelhing them, were they not attended with the fpirit of Chrift. 

4 tbly* The laft enquiry is, where does Chrift feed ? To this I anfwer, in 
the gardens, his feveral and particular churches, according to Ch . vi. 2. My 
beloved is gone down into his garden, to the beds of fpices, to feed in the gardens . 
Would any, with the church, know where Chrift feeds ? ’Tis where his gof¬ 
pel is powerfully preached, his ordinances purely adminiftred, and the laws of 
his houfe faithfully put in execution: This may then ferve as a diredtion to 
fuch enquiring fouls, that would be glad to know where Chrift feeds, that 
they may feed with him ; let fuch feek after a gofpel miniftry, and fit un¬ 
der it j or a church in gofpel order, and give up tnemfelves unto it, to walk 
with the faints in all the ordinances, and commands of Chrift, So much for 
the firft part of the requeft. It remains to be obferved. 

Secondly, That the church is alfo defirous to know where Chrift makes bis 
flock to reft at noon; and there was a great deal of reafon for her to make 
fuch a requeft as this, for it was noon with her; the fun was in its meridian, 
m its full ftrength, and had looked upon her, as Ihe declares in the former 

verfe. 

v * Hjnri i“D*N Quomodo pafeas Tig. Vid. Ainfworth in loc. 

I 



58 An E x f 0 s 1 t 1 0 n of the Chap. I. 

verfe. * Some by noon underftand the noon of the everlafting day of the faints 
happinefs and felicity in heaven, where Chrift feeds his ele£t with joys that 
will never end ; leads them to fountains of living watery wipes all tears from 
their eye x, and gives them an everlafting reft from all their toil and labour ; 
but I think, by it we are rather to underftand, either, 1. The noon of temp¬ 
tation, which is fomecimes very hot, fierce and violent * fatan throws his 
fiery dartSy thick and faft, which oftentimes give the believer much uneafi- 
nels; he is in beavinefs through manifold temptations \ but Chrift makes him 
to lie down quietly, and reft fafely ; which he does, either by fhading him 
From the violent heat thereof, or by fupporting him under it, or elle by giving 
him deliverance from it. Chrift has iweet refting places for his people, in 
the time of temptation-, and would you know where and what they are? 
I anfwer, the fulnefs and all-fufficiency of grace, which is in him, is what 
he makes a believing foul fweetly to reft in, at fuch a time; when he is 
pleafed to fay unto it, as he did totheapoftle Pauly when in fuch a cafe, my 
grace is fufficient for thee: fuch fweet retting places, in times of temptation, 
are alfo his precious blood, which always fpeaks peace and pardon, and is of 
an eternal efficacy ; his fpotlefs righteoufnefs, in which, as neither law nor 
iuftice, fo neither can fatan find any flaw; as likewife, his atoning facrifice, 
by which he has efre&ually put away finy and perfePledy for every them that 
are fanPlified; and fo is his advocatefhip and interceffion, in the difeharge of 
which, he pleads the believers caufe, anfwers all fatan’s charges and accufa- 
tions exhibited againft him, and prays for him, that his faith fail not ; more¬ 
over, the covenant of grace is another refting place, which ftands firm and 
fure, and the promifes thereof are abfolute, unconditional, and fhall never fail. 
Now thefe are fome of thofe fweet refting places, in which Chrift caufes his 
people to lie down and reft, in the noon time of temptation: *Or clfe, by 
noon may be me^nt, 2. The noon of affliction, which is iometimes very ftiarp 
and fevere upon God’s children * fo that as Job, fays, Ch % xxx. 30. their Jkin 
is black upon them, and their bones are burnt withi'h'e thereof they have 
generally a large (hare of afflittions in this world j this fun oftentimes finite’s' 
them very feverely*;. but Chrift has his* refting places for them, where he 
jnakes them lie cfown and reft, which are fuch as fhe 'world know nOthrhg. 
fih he grants fjiem his prefence,, and goes along' with • therA^wHim they- 
^walk through.etc nre, or through the water ^ fo that^the|^ine ^alJTldt’kindle 
upon them, nor the other overflow them , he puti unqern^aih his ev’etlafting 
us, and fupjxprts >them under all- theif‘trials 1 -fje^tijakes their bed in their 
li&on, fo that "it becomes : eafy rfietfVi he difep vers‘His, We atfd grdefe to 
.theirfouls, and .gives' thei^ v^ews ot r their intereft in Him j he remerrl&rs J Ms 
wor^.qf promif^.to* themV bn wKich he has cauTed them to hopej 'lets them 
.fee that all, their apluf^jons .are in l6Ve,^ that they are all working for fheif goofl, 
apd when he thipks. primer, he delivers them ; and upon fuch pi’ljtryrs; arAl 
in fuch refting places as'thefe^ does'He caufe his people to lie down 
gives his beloved Jleepy in the noon time of affliftion : Or elfe, 3. By the noon 
may be meant thfcjxxjo of perfecttfcjfcfl * aud, thgjjnds^-feems to be the 
^ ? 1 cafe 
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cafe of the church here $ the fun of perfection had fcorched her, and hep 
mother's children were angry with her-, and therefore, being in diftrefs.and 
anguifh of foul, lhe defires to know, unto what cooling and* refrelhing 
lhades Chrift ufed to lead his flock, at fuch a time. ’Tis an allufion to (hepr 
herds, who, in thofe hot countries, ufed to lead their flocks in the heat of 
the day, which is at noon, to fome cool and lhady place, where they might 
repofe theinfelves, and be preferved from the vehem^ncy of the fcorching 
fun. Moft of the c Jewifh writers interpret it of the captivity of the people 
of Ifrael 9 which was a time of tribulation and diftrefs unto,them -: The, heat 
of perfecution feems chiefly intended, which fiery trial ofteflti{n£$ befels God’* 
children ; but Chrift has his refting places for them, at fuch a;time, and un¬ 
der fuch a trial; he’ll recpmpenfe tribulation to them that .trouble his people, 
but to thofe that, are troubled^ i. e. with perfecution, he’ll give reft with. *s 9 
fays the apqftle, .2 Theft i, 6, 7. reft here,^and reft hereafter ; he gives liber¬ 
ty of foul,. when in prifon,. and fills with an.frnfpeakable joy, even when both 
their goods and good names, are fpoijed, and taken away from them•; he 
gives them a peace under all'the racks and tortures, cruelty and barbarity that 
are exercifed upon them by their enemies, which paffeth all underftanding,; 
they find fuch reft, fatisfa&ion and contentment in the perfon, blood and 
righteoufnefs of Chrift, that they choofe rather , with Mofes^ tp, fflffer affliction 
with the people of God , than to enjoy the pleafures of fw % which .are but for 
a feafon , Heb. xi. 25. , ' 

Thirdly , The arguments lhe makes ufe of to obtain her requeft, which 
are thefe, \ft y She argues from her ftrong love and afifeftion to him ; tell me y 
O thou whom my foul loveth: ’Tis true, thefe words may be confider’d as an 
endearing title, which lhe gave to him ; but yet they feem more ftrongly to 
exprefs her Angular efteem ofhim, and her fincere and unfeigned love and 
affe&ion to him, than thofe ufual titles, my love , or my beloved* do ; which 
love of hers might very wel} be improved as an argument to obtain her re¬ 
queft, thus ; “ O thou who art the great lhepherd of the.lheep, tell me in 
4 * what paftures thou ;art gracioufly pleafed to, feed they flock, and to what 
“ cooling lhades thou doft lead them, in ; the, heat of the day, ,to fkreen 
<c them Irom the fcorching fun. She who makes this humble requeft unto thee, 
46 though mean and unworthy of thy notice, yet is one that loves thee with 
<c all her heart and foul; who, though of late, through the weaknefs and 
“ finfulnefs of her own heart, and through the fear and force of others,! has 
tc ftep’d afide from thy commandments to the doanne? and traditions of 
“ men ; yet, being made fenfible of her weaknefs and folly therein, cannot 
“ be eafy to continue among thofe falfe teachers and worfhippers, and there- 
tc fore, from a real love to^hy perfon, a refpeft ,to thine ordinances, anda 
“ regard to thy glory, humbly defires to be informed ,of thefe things.? 
Now though the church knew lull well f that her jove to Chrift could merit 
nothing, nor deferve a gracious anfwer from him ; yet lhe was fenfible chjfc 
expreflions of love were very pleafing to him, and therefore lhe takes this 
method. The nature, caufes and aftings of a foul’s love to Chrift have been 
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(hewn on ver. 3. idly. She argues and expoftulates with him, on the ac¬ 
count of her prefent cafe, and what was likely to befal her, if he did not give her 
fome fpeedy directions j for why Jhould I be as one that tumetb afide by the 
flocks of thy companions? there is much d difficulty and difference in the 
rendering of th z Hebrew word, which we tranflate as one that turneth aftde \ 
fome render it e as one that covereth her felf\ or is covered , either as an f har¬ 
lot ; fo Tamar covered herfelf, which made Judah take her to be an harlot, 
Gen. xxxviii. 14. or as a widow * in mourning, it being the cuftom of 
mourners to cover themfelves, Ezek. xxiv. 17, 22. and then the fenfe is, 
• 4 why fhould I be fufpefted to be an harlot, and look'd upon as an unchafle 
44 woman that has left her own hulband to follow Grangers; when thou, 
44 who art the fearcher of hearts and trier of reins, knoweft that I love 
« thee in lincerity, and am heartily defirous of following thee in thine own 
u ways:** Or elfe the fenfe is, 44 why fhould I appear in a widow’s drefs, 

44 and go mourning and forrowing as if 1 had no hufband ; O tell me where 

44 thou art, and where I may enjoy thy prefence* and be delighted with thy 
44 company.” Junius and Tremellius tranflate the words thus, why Jhould I be 
as one that fpreadeth the tent with the flocks of thy companions \ and give this 
as the fenfe, 44 why fhould I? I would not, though but for a time, have 

44 any converfation with fuch perfons, who pretend to be thy friends, 

44 and are not; I cannot bear it, my foul abhors and detefts the thoughts 
“ of it, though, perhaps, through my weaknefs and infirmities, I may do 
44 it *, O therefore tell me quickly, fpeedily, where thou feedefl Others 
render it as one that h wanders about y declines , or turns aftde by the flocks of thy 
companions: This agrees with our verfion; and from thefe words we may 
obferve, i.That there are fome who would be the afiociates and companions of 
Chrift, who indeed are not ; thefe were not really fo, but ufurped to them¬ 
felves an equal power and authority with Chrift: Such are thofe who 
take upon them an arbitrary and lordly government of Chrift’s flock, who 
make and impofe laws on the confciences of men, which Chrift never efta- 
blilhed, and who teach doftrines contrary to thofe which Chrift taught, and 
which are derogatory to his honour and glory: Such rivals with, and pre¬ 
tended companions of Chrift, are, the pope of Rome> who exalts himfelf 
above all that is called God j Arians y who deny Chrift’s divinity *, Socinians y 
that oppofe his fatisfadion ; and all felf-Jufticiaries, that advance the doftrine 
of juftification by works, in oppofition to juftification by his imputed righ- 
teoufnefs: but fuch Chrift will not own as his friends, norfuffer to be his rivals 
and companions *, for as his own arm brought falvation to him, fo the govern- 
ment is alone upon his jhoulders ; as he was alone in the purchafe and falva¬ 
tion of his flock, fo he will be in the government, and feeding of it *, for 
bis glory y which arifes from thence, he’ll not give to another. Chrift never did, 
nor never will impower any to make new laws, or coin new dodtrines for 
his church and people. 2. Thefe falfe and pretended friends and compa¬ 
nions 

* Vtd. R. A ben Ezram in loc. * iTt 3 y 3 w *CaXfcopwij, Sept, ficut amifta vel operta. 
So Zohar, in Lev. fol. 7.3. f So Mercer in loc. * Vid. Yalkut and R. Sol. Jarchium 
ia loc. * Targum in loc. R. David Kimchi in lib. Shorafh. rad. HOV* 
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flions of Chrift, who are no other than wolves in fheeps clothings have their 
flocks. Hereticks and falfe teachers, in all ages, have had their followers, 
and fometimes large numbers have been drawn away after them ; and this 
God fuffers in a judicial way ; he gives them up to believe a lie , becaufe they 
loved not the truth *, but having itching ears> grew weary of it and wanted 
fomething new : alfo thefe are permitted to have their flocks, by themfelves, 
that Chrift’s little flock might be diftinguilhed from them, and that thofe who 
are chofen, loved and approved by God, might be made manifeft \ as alfo to 
animate and excite the faithful minifters of the gofpel to be conftant and af- 
flduous, bold and faithful to preach the do&rines of Chrift, and to oppofe 
others. 3. Believers are very fearful, left they Ihould, and are very defirous 
that they might not go afide, from the ways of Chrift ; they are jealous of 
their own hearts, and are fenfible that there is in them a propenfity thereunto; 
they know that fatan ufes all the crafty methods, and takes all the opportuni¬ 
ties he can to draw them afide, and corrupt their minds from the Jimplicity 
that is in Chrift \ they are apprized of their own weaknefs, and know that 
they are not kept by their own power, but that if they are left to them¬ 
felves, they fhall foon divert to crooked paths ; and the prefent cafe of 
the church alfo manifeftly ftiews that God may, for a time, fuffer his 
own children to be carried away with the error of the wicked j but when they 
are made fenfible of it, they’ll be filled with an holy indignation againft it, 
and make it their principal requeft at the throne of grace to be delivered out 
of it, and that their feet may be guided and directed in the paths of Chrift: 
Now thofe who are defirous that they may be kept from turning afide unto, 
and joining with the flocks of falfe teachers, who vainly pretend to be the 
friends and companions of Chrift, Ihould abide in the Lord's inheritance , 
keep clofe to Chrift’s ways and ordinances, and not believe every fpirit , but 
try them according to the word of God, as the noble Bereans did ; they 
Ihould earneftly beg that the gofpel which is preached unto them might effec¬ 
tually work in them, and make deep impreflions upon them ; fo fhall they 
not be like children tojfed about with every wind of dodlrine. But let us hear 
what directions Chrift himfelf gives to the church in the following words. 

Ver. 8. If thou know not (0 thou fairejl among women) go thy way 
forth by the footfeps of the flock , and feed thy kids befdes the Jhep- 
herds tents . 

S OME* think that thefe are the words of the chorus of virgins or daughters 
of Jerufalem , by whom fhe is called the fair eft among women , in Ch. v. 9. 
and vi. 1. who here inftruCt and direct her where ftie might find and come at 
the fight of her beloved ; but the note of R, Solomon farchi is much preferable, 
which is, that this is the anfwer of the Jhepherd ; for it was to him, and not 
to the virgins, that fhe made her application; nor were they capable of giving 
her any directions in this cafe, but rather flood in need of fome from her, as 

is 


J Sand, in loc. and Pfellus in ibid. 
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is manifeft from Cb. v. 9. and vi. 1. In this anfwer of phiift’s unto the 
church, are thefe three things, 

. \ ' ' , 

p . 

I. The commendation he gives her; © tbsu fairejt among womn. 

II. A fuppofidon of her ignorance ; if tbou know not. )'■ wt 

III. A direction to her; go tlyway, &c. ; n > 

• * - . f .i 

. t * ' # * * ■ ■» 

I. Chrift in thefe words gives the church an excellent commendation, 0 
tbou faireji among women in what fehfe. the church is fair and, comely has 
been fhown, on ver. 5. who though black in -ilei» felf, and in her own eyes, 
yet having Chrift’s righteoufnefs ^imputed ‘to he r, andffiis grace, wrought ;*n 
her, is fair and comely: which Commendation here, both kv.itfelf, and as it 
follows upon the account which (he ’gave of herfelf and ftate>' in the pre¬ 
ceding verfes, may teach usthe following things. i.:That the beauty of 
the church is very gteat and exceedingly*admired by Chrift; as; feme men 
are eminent for their ftrength, courage' and fo ‘are fome woalen for 

their beauty and comelinefs; and The toeing faid to be the farreft among wo¬ 
men, (hews that her beauty mull be excellent' and ; furpailing ; as he.is 
fairer in her eyes than all the fons, fo fhe is fairer in his thaji all the daughters 
of Adam. 2. That believers are faireft in Chrift’s eyes, when blacked: in their 
own ; fhe had afierted of herfelf, in ver . 5. that fhe was black ; but here 
Chrift fays that fhe was the faireft among women . The humble believer that 
has low and mean thoughts of himfelf, on the account of the corruption of 
his nature, the imperfection of his obedience, the weaknefs and inefficiency 
of his righteoufnefs, is much more efteemed and valued by Chrift, than the 
proud, haughty and vain-glorious Pharifee; an inftance of this we have in 
Luke xviii. 13, 14. An humble foul is one that looks upon it felf the leaft 
of faints, and the chief of finners *, the countenance of fuch an one blufhing 
at its fins and infirmities, is beautiful and comely in the eyes of Chrift, and is a 
fight exceeding defirable to him ; and therefore he fays, ;in Ch. ii. r 4. let me 
fee thy countenance , let me hear thy voice , for fweet is thy voice, and thy coun¬ 
tenance is comely. 3. That Chrift ; s thoughts of believers are not according to 

thole which they have of themfelves, nor according to thofe which the world en¬ 
tertains of them ; he feeth not as man feetb, neither does he look upon, or judge ac¬ 
cording to the outward appearance: The believer oftentimes looks upon and 
judges of himfelf according to his indwelling corruptions*«and <*helnward frames 
of his foul, and draws black oonclufions againft himfelf 2 Theworld looks upon 
the outward, mean and abjeft appearance of the faints, and fo they become black 
and contemptible in their eyes ; but Chrift Views them in himfelf, and in hjs 
own righteoufnefs, and corijidefs them in all that glory in which hefaw tbefn 
in the glafs of his Father’s:pcrpofes and decrees, which glory he has fully re- 
folved on, and defigned to bring them to the aftual pofTeffion of; and on thjs 
account they appear exceeding fair and beautiful in his eyes. 4. This exfcl¬ 
ient commendation of the church given by Chrift, (hews his amazing and un¬ 
alterable love to her ; he loved her now as well as ever; notwjthftancjfog all 
her blacknefs through fins and fufferings, fhe was as fair in his eyes as ever,, 
nay furpaffingly fair, fairer than all others though fhe had been negligent of 
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her duty, and had finfully complied with falfe and fupcrftitious worlhip, 
with the doftrines and traditions of men, and hereby wandered from Chrift 
and his ways, and knew not where he fed, and caufed his flock to reft ; yet 
upon her firft application to him, he gives her fuch a character, as exprefies 
much love and tendernefs, as well as manifefts a very great regard to her, in 
directing and inftrubting of her : O matchlefs love! boundlefs grace! 

II. Here is a fuppofition of her ignorance, if thou know not ; which is not 
ro be underftood, either by way of hefitation or reprehenfion, as if Chrift ei¬ 
ther doubted of her ignorance, or reproved her for it, but by way of infe¬ 
rence from what fhe had fuggefted ; for this particle if, is not always hypo¬ 
thetic or conditional, but is fometimes illative, fee Phil. ii. i. and thus the 
words may be rendered, feeing thou knoweji not , fo Junius , or becaufe thou 
knowefi not ; and may be confidered as a reafon, why Chrift gave her the 
following dire&ion and advice, and will lead us to obferve thele two things. 

' 1. 1'hat believers may, in fame meafure,. be ignorant of a great many things 
in this life; this life is a ftate of imperfection, both with reipeft to holinefs 
and knowledge ; the greateft believer knows but in part , and fees things but 
through a glafs , darkly: He is ignorant of himfelf in a great meafure, tho* 
he may know much of the plague of his own hearty of the corruptions and 
treachery of it, yet he does not know all ; for the heart is deceitful above all 
things , and defperately wicked , who can know it ? Thefe words may be ren¬ 
der’d from the Hebrew text, thus, k if thou know not to thee , or for thyfelf , fo 
Ainfworth ; or if thou knovjejl not thyfelf ; it is generally look’d upon as a 
pleonafm, yet it may intend, not only the ignorance which was in herfelf, 
but all'o her ignorance of herfelf. Again, a believer may be, in fome 
meafure, ignorant of Chrift and his gofpel; he may not fo fuH.y. know his 
relation and union tp him or intereft in him :■ Many of thofe truths, which 
concern Chrift’s perfon, grace and kingdom, may be but obfeurely revealed 
unto him ; he may have but a fmall infight into.them: Though he may 
have been long in Chrift’s fchool, yet he may be but a babe in knowledge, 
and need to be taught the firft principles of the oracles of God : Our know¬ 
ledge of thefe things, at beft, is but imperfect;. and when compared with 
that which feints (hall have in glory,, is very dark and bbfeure: Alio believers 
fometimes may be at a very great lofs to know where Chrift feeds hrsxhurch 
and people; and this has beenv the cafe, of the faints, .as it was of the Church 
here, in times of perfection, darknefe ;and fuperftition;. ithey have not 
•only beeri at a-lofs for his prefence, but they have alfb been atb lofs ior his 


wdinances ; they have not only been ignorant, where he Wfcsy but alfo they 
have not known where, his gofpel was preached in the power^and his ordi¬ 
nances adminiftred in'the purity>of ‘them. £. That‘though ;Qhrift^ . people 
are ignorant of *a great- many things,, and of fuch/. ^ich, as one would-think, 
they >lhould not be ignorant fhould make it’their principal,bufmefs 

-to be acquainted with, yet 'Chrift does not upbraid them with it; for he has 
empaffm' on the ignorant^ and aft them that ftPo^out bpibe ixiay ; Has- thd^mer- 
idifolbnd faithful high-prieft, he has atoned for their fins, both of ignorance 
and prdumption; and as their prophet he inftrufts them by his word and 
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fpirit, and guides their feet in the way of peace \ and therefore the moft igno¬ 
rant foul need not be difcouraged from going to Chrift for wifdom, counfel 
and direftion; but let him that lacketh wifdom, afh it of him, who givetb 
liberally to all men, and upbraidetb not , and it fhall be given him , Jam. i. 6. 

III. Here's a direftion which Chrift gives her, in anfwer to her requeft, 
which confifts of two parts ; Fir ft, To go forth by the footfieps of the flock . 
Secondly, To feed her kids befide the fhepherds tents . 

Firft, The firft thing which Chrift direfts and advife5 her to, is, to go her 
way forth , by the footfieps of the flock . Some 1 confider thofe words, not as 
a diredion to the church, but as fpoken by way of refentment to her. Chrift, 
obferving the church was growing uneafy under her trials and temptations, 
and, as it were, threatning, that if he did not relieve her, flie would join 
herfelf to the flocks of his companions ; being ignorant, both of her own 
beauty, which lhe had received from him, and of that relation which flie 
flood in to him; as alfo, that flie muft exped to meet with troubles, temp¬ 
tations and trials with him, and for him \ Chrift, I fay, obferving and re¬ 
lenting this froward temper of hers, and the ignorance that was in her, bids 
her be gone from his prefence, and follow the fteps of thofe flocks, which fhe 
had mentioned, and fee what would be the confequence of it, and whether 
fhe would find her account in it or no -, and feed her kids, i. e. give a loofe 
to, and indulge her carnal lulls and corruptions among thofe perfons, whom 
lhe feem’d to have an inclination to: But they feem rather to be fpoken by 
way of diredion than refentment j and there are fome, who, though they 
look upon the words as a diredion of Chrift to the church, yet by the foot - 
fteps of the flock , underftand the paths and ways of thofe fheep and fhep¬ 
herds, among which lhe was, and by whom lhe was in danger of being car¬ 
ried away, and read the words thus, m go out from thofe footfieps of the flock, 
fo Junius and 'Fremellius \ but though, no doubt, the church is here di- 
reded and exhorted to depart from the ways of fin, to leave all fuperftition 
and idolatry, and come out from among falfe worlhippers j yet I can¬ 
not but think, that the footfieps of the flock are the rule and mark by 
which lhe was to go, and keep her eye upon, in finding Chrift: And it 
may be enquired, ift . What is meant by the flock . 2 dly. What by the 

footfieps of it, by and in which the church was to go. 

ift. What is meant by the flock \ and by it we are to underftand/the 
flock which the father has committed into the hands of Chrift, which he 
has purchafed with his own blood, and continually feeds like a fhepherd 5 
this is called a flock , in the Angular number, in oppofttion to the numerous 
flocks of thofe other fhepherds, mentioned. in ver. 7. for as there is but one 
fhepherd, who is Chrift, fo there is but one flock, which is the church; 
of which flock I have given a more large account on the former verle. 

zdfy, By the footfieps of the flock, are meant the ways and ordinances, in 
which faints by faith walk, in obedience to Chrift Jelus ; he has left us an 
example that we Jbould follow his fteps & fo far as believers walk therein, we 

fhould 


1 Foliot Sc Alcuin in toe. 

■ Egitdcre a veftigiia illis gregie; bat then it fhould have been not OpVi 
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fhould follow and walk in the fteps of the fame faith, which they have 
done, and in fo doing, may and ftiall find the prefence of Chrift Jefus j 
from whence may be obferved, i. That we have no reafon to expert anew 
gofpel or new ordinances ; but we lhould enquire for the good old way, in 
which the faints, in all ages, have trod ; no new lights or new revelations, 
that have no foundation in the word of God, are to be regarded by us; for 
we have a more fare word of prophecy , to which we do well if we take heed. 
Chrift has in his word eftablilhed the order of his churches, fixed the ordi¬ 
nances thereof, till his fecond coming, and marked out the paths in which 
he would have his people walk * and thefe are the footfteps of the flock, 
which faints, in all ages, lhould go by. 2. That the faith and obedience of 
God’s children, as to the fubftance of them, have been the fatne in all ages ; 
There is but one faith, one Lord , onefcaptifm the objeft of faith has been 
always the fame; fo have the fpirit and author of faith, and alfo the grace 
itfelf, as to its nature and aftings: There has been but one Lord, who has 
eftablilhed laws and ordinances, has a power to require obedience, and to 
whom, in all ages, it has been given by his faints, both in a way of doing 
and fuffering. 3. That the pra&ices of former faints, both as to their faith 
and obedience, are to be imitated by us: See Heb. vi. 12. and xiii. 7. but 
always with this limitation, given by the apoftle Paul , he ye followers of me, 
even as I alfo am of Chrifa 1 Cor. xi. i. and indeed, no farther fhould we 
follow the moft eminent faints, for faith and holinefs, than as they have trod 
in thofe fteps, which Chrift has marked out for them and us. 4. In fo do¬ 
ing, we may expett to have our fouls fed and nourilhed as theirs were, and 
to enjoy the prefence of Chrift, as they did ; for though our faith and obe¬ 
dience deferve none of all this, yet in walking in Chrift’s ways, we have moft 
reafon to expeft it, being encouraged both by Chrift’s promifes, and by thofe 
many inftances and cloud of witneffes that have gone before us. The Targum 
and R. Sol . Jarchi , underftand this part of the direftion, of the righteous, in 
whofe fteps thofe that come after, lhould tread. 

Secondly, The other part of the direction is, to feed her kids befide the 
Jhepherds tents, iji. By Jhepberds maybe meant n fuch who are called the 
companions of Chrift in ver. 7. who only had the appearance of lhepherds, 
but were inwardly ravenous wolves: The words may be rendred, feed thy 
kids above. •the fhepherds tents , ox above the tents of other Jhepherds ; fo R. 
AbcnEzra, and Junius ; i.e. go beyond their t?nts, ^nd dp not pitch thine 
where theirs are, but carry thy kids farther, into other paftures, and feed 
them with better and more wholefome food than they give \ or elfe, by 
them, may be meant the minifters of the gofpel, who are Chrift’s under 
lhepherds, whofe bufinefs is to feed Chrift’s llieep and lambs, with the foul 
refrahing dofiriaes of the everlafting gqfpel; whc* receive their com million 
from Chrift to feed the flock, are furnilhed with abilities from him for that 
work, and muft give 411' account, unfQ him % and by. op near the tents of thefe 
fhepherds^ the church is directed to feed her kids. 2/fey the tents of *thefe 
■ i ■ Ihephferds, 

n - V id. R. Sol. Jarchi um, J uni urn & Ainfworth in loc. 
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fhepherds, may be meant thofe places of divine worlhip, where the minifters 
of Chrift ufually preach his gofpel, and adminifter his ordinances; which 
tents or tabernacles are amiable and lovely to believers; the°Jewi(h writers 
generally underftand them of their fchools or fynagogues. It is an allufion to 
fhepherds tents, which are ufually pitched where they feed their flocks, 
3. By kids may be meant young converts, who, though they are defirous 
of the fincere milk of the wordy that they may grow thereby , yet are but weak 
in faith, and have but a fmall degree of knowledge ; and therefore fhould 
be near the fhepherds tents, that they may be under their immediate care 
and infpedion ; as Chrift himfelf has the ftrongeft affeflion for thefe, and 
takes a fpecial care of them, as in Ifa. xl. 11. fo he would have his mi¬ 
nifters and churches be particularly tender and careful of them : Thefe kids 
R . Aben Ezra calls HJDN oAijwirsr, perfons of little faith ; the very 
character which Chrift gives of his difciples. Mat. vi. 30. young converts 
arc not only called kids, becaufe of their faith and knowledge; but kids 
being young goats, may intimate, that notwithftanding the grace which is 
wrought in them at converfion, yet there ftiil remain fin and corruption 
in them ; as alfo, that being called by divine grace out of the world, and 
having feparated from the men of it, they did male olere, ftink, and were be¬ 
come abominable, and contemptible to them, and therefore needed much re- 
frefhment and encouragement from the church and minifters, that they might 
not be difeouraged and caft down at their own corruptions, or at the frowns 
and reproaches of the world. This diredion to the church, to feed her kids, 
befide the fhepherds tents, where the gofpel was preached by Chrift’s mi¬ 
nifters, Ihews the neceflity and perpetuity of a gofpel miniftry, and of gofpel 
ordinances, and what a value faints lhould have for them, and aHo what ufe 
they lhould make of them, as well as informs us of the wretched miftake 
of thofe perfons who think themfelves above hearing the word, and regard¬ 
ing ordinances. 


Ver. 9 . 1 have compared thee , 0 my love , to a company of horfes in 
Pharaohr chariots . 

C HRIST having returned a fuitable anfwer, and given proper di- 
redions to the church in her prefent difficulties, enters upon a com¬ 
mendation of her, which is begun in this verfe* and continued in the follow¬ 
ing one. In thefe words are, 

I. An affedionate title given to her 5 0 my love. 

II. A comparifon which Chrift makes of her, to a company of horfes in 
Pharaoh* j ebariots . And, 

III. It may be enquired why fuch a comparifon is made and mentioned in 
this place. 

I. Here, 

* Tarju* in loc, k Zchar, in Ley. M, 7.3; and in Nuro. ftl, 69,4. and 80.1. 
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I. Here is a very loving and endearing title given unto her, my love j it 

may be rendered my friend ; there’s a mutual friendfliip between Chrift and 
believers: The church owns Chrift to be her beloved and her friend , and 
Chrift welcomes his church and people to the entertainments of his grace, 
under the charafters of his beloved , and his friends , faying, eat 0 friends , 
drink, yea, drink abundantly, O beloved \ and he not only calls them fo, but 
ufes and treats them as fuch ; he converfes with them, and difclofes the fe- 
crets of his heart unto them ; he is a friend to them at all times, in adverfi- 
ty as well as profperity, and has given the moft inconteftable proofs of it in 
his fuffering and dying for them. The Septuagint render it, my neighbour: 
The church is Chrift’s neighbour; they dwell near to each other, he dwells in 
their hearts by faith, and they by faith dwell in him: He fliews, that he 
regards his church as his neighbour, by loving her as himfelf ; nay, he has 
fo loved her, as to give himfelf for her. Again, if we confider this title, 
according to out verfion, it well fuits the church, who is Chrift’s love, 
i. Objectively \ She is the objedt of his love, was fo from eternity, will be 
fo throughout all time, and when time lhall be no more ; he has given the 
fulleft proofs of it in his undertaking, as a furety for her, in his affumption 
of her nature, in dying in her room and ftead, and in making fatisfaftion 
for all her tranfgreftions. The nature of this love has been Ihown already, 
on w. 2. 2. She is Chrift’s love fubjeCtively ; Chrift’s love is fixed upon 

her, and is fhed abroad in her heart, by the fpirit, and this caufes love in her 
foul to him ; that fo as Chrift loves her, lhe loves him, with a real, hearty, 
fincere, and fuperlative love •, lhe is therefore Chrift’s love , both becaufe he 
loves her, and alfo becaufe lhe loves him. 

II. Here is made, by Chrift, a comparifon of her, to a company of horfes 
in Pharaoh ’j chariots: I have compared thee, O my love, &c. i. e. \ thought 
and imagined thee to be like unto them, or I have made thee like unto them \ 
which Ihows that fhe was not only like unco them, he having afferted her to 
be fo, who muft certainly know, but alfo that this was owing to him, that 
lhe was fo. Now the church is compared to a company of horfes, to fee 
forth her greatnefs and excellency, and to Egyptian ones, which were 
efteemed the beft, and to thofe in Pharaoh's chariots, which, no doubt, 
were beft of all: All believers may very well be compared to a company of 
horfes in PharaohV chariots . i. Becaufe the horfes in Pharaoh's chariots, 
were a choice and feledb company, pick'd and fingled out from others, pe¬ 
culiarly for his fervice: fo R. Sol. Jarchi interprets it, a collection of horfes , 
which, no doubt, was a choice and curious one •, for if there were any better 
than others, it is very reafonable to fuppofe, that they were in Pharaoh' s 
<hariots. The church of Chrift is a chofen generation , a royal priefihood, an 
holy nation, ai\d a peculiar people •, they are diftinguilhed and feparated from 
others, by eletting, redeeming and calling grace 9 they are a collettion 
from the reft of mankind, made by the free, fovereign and diftinguilh- 
ing grace of God 9 they are a remnant -, according to the election of grace, 
chofen and fingled out from others in Chrift, before the foundation of the 
world* they are redeemed from among men, and that cut of every kindred, 

K 2 tongue , 
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tongue, people and nation \ whom God ispleafed by his mighty, powerful 
and efficacious grace to -call, even, one of a city , and two of 'a family , and 
bring to the participation of peculiar favours and privileges, through Chrift:, 
in the church on earth, and with Chrift for ever in glory. Thefe horfes in 
Pharaoh 's chariots were, no doubt, bought at a very great price ; Egyptian 
horfes went at a very great price, in Solomon's time ; a fingle one was valued 
at a hundred and fifty fhekels of filver : See i Kings x. 29. and therefore 
thofe, which were bought for Pharaoh's fervice, who was king of Egypt , 
being the beft, muft be fuppofed to be bought at a very great price. 
The church and people of God are bought with a price, arid that with a 
very confiderable one, fuch an one, that angels and aihft*could never have 
given; they are purchafed, not with corruptible things 'at filver and gold \ 
no, all the riches in the world amafs’d together, could not have purchafed 
a fingle foul, nor have given to God a ranfom for it y but they are bought 
with the precious blood of the unblemilhed and unfpotted fon of God ; they 
are bought for the fervice of the King of kings, and at no lefs a rate, than 
at the expence of his own blood and life ; the ranfom whic-h is given for 
them is himfelf ; O bow valuable muft they be to Chrift, and how much 
muft they be eftcemed by him ! 3. Thefe horfes, being well fed, look’d 
very beautiful and pleafant. Believers are fed with the fineji of the wheat , 
with Chrift and hi6 fulnefs; Chrift himfelf is the bread of life, and the 
hidden mama, which being fed upon by faith, removes hunger, fupports 
life, and preferves from the fecond death 5 bis flejh is meat indeed , and his 
blood is drink indeed, which give fpiritual- and divine refrefliment to be¬ 
lievers *, his grace is reprefenced by 'WiHe^ milk, and honey, on which his 
people feeding plentifully, grow and look exceeding delightful and beautiful 
in his fight. 4. Thefe horfes, being the king’k horfes, as they were well fed, fo, 
no doubt, they were well taken care of; they had proper perfons appointed 
on purpole to attend upon them, and to fupply them with what was necef- 
fary for them. Believers in Chrift have a^guard of angels to attend upon 
them, who encamp about them, andminifterto thenu forth & rniniftring 
fpirits are fent forth to minifter for them , who fhall be the heirs of falvation ; 
alfo the minifters of the gofpel, being furnifhed with fuitable grace and 
abilities, are appointed to feed them with the doctrines of the everlafting 
gofpel, and to give to every ont tbeir portion tf meat in due fiafort. Movt* 
over they are not left merely to the care of angels arid krtfnifters, but the 
Lord himfelf likewife concerns himfelf 4 br theai <9 when his church is repre* 
fented as a vineyard, he is- laid 10 ibe the'keeper of it/ who watches over 
it night and day lejt any hurt it ; wheh it is compared to a city, he ifc 
the wall of fire round about it; and when to a flock of fheep, he is the 
Ihepherd of it; and being here compared to a company of horfes , *tis Ow¬ 
ing to the food that he gives them, and the care he takes Of them, that 
they appear as bis goodfy horfe in the battle, Zech. x. 3. ^. Horfes have 

been and are much delighted in by princes; and there^ no reason to queflsOft 
but that thofe which ran in Pharaoh's chariots, were fo by him ; Solomon 9 *. 
Jancy and inclinations ran fo fttongly this way, and he took f© gfleat a delight 
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in thofe creatures, that he broke through a divine command, Deut. &\i. 16. 
compared with i Kings x. 29. to fatisfy and indulge his carnal pleafure ; 
and many other prince^ have run prodjgious and exceffive lengths this way. 
» Julius Qefar fet up a marble effigy of' his horfe in the temple •, Antoninus 
Verus eredled a golden image for his. Nero clothed his with a fenator’s robe, 
and told him out a weekly ftipend ; Popped Sabina , Nero's wife, had golden 
Ihoes made for hers ; Caligula ufed to invite his to fupper, and held out 
his golden cups to him ; he would have made him a conful, as he after¬ 
wards made himfelf a prieft, and his horfe his collegue; Alexander the 
great built a city in honour of his Bucephalus ; Cimon the Athenian , buried 
his mares by his own lepulchre; and Commodus the emperor , buried his. 
horfe in the Vatican. Thefe inftances, though vain and finful, and not to 
be imitated, yet fhew how much fome princes have delighted in thofe fort of 
creatures. Now, as thefe creatures were the delight of princes, and, per¬ 
haps, of Pharaoh, (o are .'believers the delight of Chrift; he firft makes 
them beautiful, and then delights in that beauty which he has put upon them 5 
the Lord taketh pleafure in his people , he will beautify the meek with fal - 
vation \ his heart is often ravilhed, with his own grace in them, and his foul 
delights in that which he himfelf has given them ; there’s nothing in them 
which can render them acceptable to him, and yet they are his jewels, the 
-apple of his eye, and the delight .of. his heart. 6. Horfes are ftately and 
majeftic creatures, efpccially a company of choice and well fed ones, that 
run in a chariot, as thefe were. : There is a ftatelinefs and majefty in be¬ 
lievers, efpecially when they are’United together in gofpel order, in a church 
ftate; and the majefty, .ftatelinefs. and glory,of a church of Chrift, does not 
confift in .the multitude of member^, nor. in their outward riches, pomp, 
and fpleqdpr; but in their being all clothed with Chrift’s righteoufncfs, 
and pofleft of his grace 5 in the enjoyment of his prefence in ordinances; 
in their walking in love and unity with each other, and wifely towards 
them that are without ; in having their converfation as becometh the gofpel of 
Chrift, and the profeflion which they make of it, and in fhewing a becoming 
zeal for the truths and ordinances thereof; being thus bjefled with thefe 
things, they may be truly faid to be as ftately and, majeftic, as a company 
of horfes in Pharaoh ’j chariot , which.were,well fed, and harnefied in a fplen- 
did manner. 7. Horfes are very ftrong creatures, efpecially company of 
them joined together, as thefe were;, concerning the ftrength of the horfe, 
the Lord %s to Job, Qh. xxxix. 1.9.. baft thou given,the horfe ftrength ? haft 
thou clothed his neck wifb thunder? believers arc ftrong, not in themfelves, 
■but in Chrift 5 th<^ir ftrength lies in their head, and in their union to him » 
they can do nothing of themfelves, but can do 'all things through Chrift , 
which ftrengthefietb them \ having ftrength communicated to them from him, 
they can endure all ^rdfhlps, go ■ through all difficulties, withftand all 
temptations, and perform all duties, which he callsthem to ; and next to 
their union to- Chrift, the ftrength of a fofiety, and Gompany of believers, 
or a church of Chrift,- liep, in their union apd clqfe -adherence to each other v 
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they arc like the bundle of flicks in the fable, which, whilft kept bound 
together, could not eafily be broke, but when feparated from each other, 
were foon fnap’d afunder ; which confideration fhould excite mutual love 
among believers, and an endeavour to keep the unity of the fpirit in the bond 
of peace \ by doing which, they’ll not lb eafily fall a prey to their ene¬ 
mies, but will appear terrible as an army with banners . 8. Horfes are of 

an undaunted courage, efpecially fuch that are well fed, as thefe were; an 
xlegant defeription ot the majefty, and undaunted courage of the horfe, as 
given by God himfelf, maybe read in yob xxxix. 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25. 
Believers in Chrift are bold as a lion, whilft the wicked flee , when no man pur- 
fuetb ; they remain undaunted at all the reproaches, threatnings and me¬ 
naces of men, and cannot be deterred thereby, from the fervice of Chrift ; 
they fear not the wrath of kings and princes, neither can confifcation of 
goods, imprifonment of body, racks, tortures, or death itfelf, fcare them 
from a profeffion of Chrift and his gofpel; but viewing all thefe with an un¬ 
daunted courage, fay, who Jhall feparate us from the love of Chrijl \ inftances 
of this we have in Daniel and his companions, the apoilles of Chrift, the 
believing Hebrews , whom Paul wrote to, and thoufand9 of martyrs for, 
and confeffors of the truth in all ages. 9. Thefe Horfes were not employed 
in ordinary fervice, in meer drudgery, but were feledled for the fervice of 
Pharaoh, to run in his chariots. The eleft of God being called by di¬ 
vine grace, are nor, or at lead, they fliould not be employed in the fer¬ 
vice and drudgery of fin and fatan; but being fubje&ed to Chrift, whom 
they acknowledge to be their Lord and King, are direfted and guided by 
him, into thofe paths in which he would have them go, and fo readily, 
chearfully, and fwiftly, run the ways of bis commandments . Thefe are not 
common, fervile horfes, which the church is here compared to, but royal 
ones, fuch that were in the fervice of a king. 10. Thefe horfes were not wild, 
nor loofe, running at random, but being fitted for fervice, were joined and 
coupled together, and fo peaceably and orderly drew one way \ and per¬ 
haps, were all of the fame colour, and of an equal fize and bignefs, which 
is ufual in the chariots of princes. The church is not a company of wild 
and unconverted Tinners, running loofe, and enjoying their carnal liberty} 
but of perfons, who, by divine grace, are put under the yoke of Ghrift, 
being joined together in gofpel bonds, and firive together for tbi faith of the 
gofpel, worjhipping the Lord with one jhoulder and one confent * and when they 
are all of the fame faith, of the fame mind and judgment, fpeak the fame 
things , and harmonioufly agree together, without diforders, contentions and 
divilions, then may they be faid to be like a company of horfes in Pharaoh’* 
chariots. But, 

III. It may be enquired, why this companion is nhade and mentioned 
here, which was, 1. To comfort and fupport her under the mean appre- 
henfions flie had of herfelf, and alfo to ftrengthen her againft the re¬ 
proach and fcandal that was thrown upon her by others; therefore Chrift 
lets her know, that though lhe was black in her own eyes, and flighted 
and- defpifed by her mother’s children, yet lhe was glorious in his, for he 
3 had 
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had compared her to a company of borfes , &c. 2. To inform her, that fhe 

was in a militant ftate, and that file muft not expeft much eafe and reft, 
which ftie feem’d to be feeking for in ver. 7. therefore he would have her 
know, that this was a time for fighting the Lord’s battles againft fin, fatan 
and the world ; and for that purpofe he had made her as bis goodly borfe in the 
hat tie , Zech. x. 3. 3. Chrift having diredted her to tread in the foot - 

fteps of the flock , and to feed her kids bejides' the Jhepherds tents* would have 
her confider, that lhe muft expedt trouble, oppofition and perfecution from 
thofe other lhepherds, whofe flocks are mentioned as diftindt from Chrift’s, 
in ver. 7. and therefore, to fupport her under, and comfort her againft thefe, 
he tells her, that he had compar'd her, ox made her like to a company of borfes , 
ftout, ftrong, couragious, warlike and victorious; and therefore, feeing he 
had not given her the fpirit of fear , hut of power , and of love , and of a found 
mind , fhe fhould not be difeouraged and dilmay’d at. thofe ; troubles and. 
afflictions that came upon her. 


Ver. 10. "Thy cheeks are comely with rows of jewels, thy neck with 
chains of gold. 

C HRIST in thefe words continues to give an account of the church’L 
beauty and. glory; and that, either'in oppofition to what fhe had faid. 
in ver. 5, 6. and allures her that her: cheeks and neck were not fo black as 
fhe imagined; but were like the blufhing cheeks of a beautiful woman, 
adorned with jewels, and her fair neck adorned with bracelets, necklaces and 
chains of gold or pearl -, fee Ezek . xvi. 11. 12. or elfe he continues the meta¬ 
phor ufed in the preceding verfe, where he. compares her to a company of 
borfes in Pharaoh’* chariots ; whofe bridlfes being richly adorned, having chains 
of gold hung about their necks, as the camels of the kings of Midian had, 
Judg. viii. 26. glorioufly fet forth the beauty of the church; and perhaps, 
the church’s glory under the old Teftament difpenfation is reprefented in this 
verfe, and a further increafe and difplay of it under the new Teftament difi- 
penfation promifed in.the next. And here, 

I. Her cheeks are faid to be comely , with rows of Jewels . 

II. Her neck with chains of gold . 

I. Her cheeks are faid to be comely with rows of jewels: The word jewels 
is not in the Hebrew text, but fupplied by our tranflators; and the word 
Torim, tranflated rows, fometimes fignifies turtles , which gave occafion to the 
Septuagint to render the words thus; bow beautiful are thy cheeks , as the 
turtle dove 9 s. R . Aben Ezra thinks that the bridles of thofe horfes, to which 
fhe is compared, had the images of turtles upon them ; a others; thatthefe^ 
were fomc ornaments of women, as jewels and ear-rings, which had the 
figures of turtles upon them, and therefore were called turtles , or turturella 's 
according to Druftus ; even as thofe pieces of money, which had the figure 
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of a lamb upon them, are called lambs, Gen. xxxiii. 19. Job xlii. 11. Now 
the cheeks of the church being laid to be comely with thefe, fhew her innocency 
and harmlefncfs, her love, chaftity, faithtulnefs and beauty 5 all which ap¬ 
pear in this creature. The Targum renders it bridles , and very well refers it 
to the law given on mount Sinai * to the people ot Ifracl ; which is as a bridle, 
both to reftrain perfons from fin, who are by nature as the hoife and mule, 
without underftanding, and alfo to guide and direft them in the right way, 
that they may not depart from it *, and on thefe bridles were rows of jewels 
or precious (tones. The word Tor , which is the Angular of this in our text, 
fignifies b an order or diipofition, and courfe of things; fee EJi . ii. 12,. 15. 
and is not aniifs rendered by our tranflators, rows, i. e. of jewels or precious 
ftones; and by them are intended, either, 

ift 9 The precepts of the moral law, c which, 1. Are beautifully rank’d 
and difpofed in order ; the precepts thereof are fo ftridtly and clofely join’d 
together, that he that offends in one pointy breaks the link, and fo is guilty of 
all . 2. Thefe are as fo many rows of jewels, valuable and excellent, and are 

more to be defired than gold y yea y than much fine gold . Or elfe, 

2 dly y The ordinances of the ceremonial law, which may be compared to 
rows of jewels. 1. For the variety of them ; this law is a law of command - 
mentSy of many commandments, contained in ordinancesy which, as they were 
carnaly fo they were divers , fee Eph . ii. 1 5. Heb. ix, 10. 2. For the ex¬ 

cellency of them, as they prefigured the Lord Jefus Chrift; ’tis true, after 
Chrift, the fubftance was come, they were weak and beggarly elementSy ufelefs 
and infignificant, but before Chrift’s coming, they, were lively reprefentations 
of him, exceeding ufeful to the faints, and highly valued by them. 

Now the church’s cheeks, i. e. the outward face and appearance of the 
church, were comely, and defirable in the eyes of Chrift,' being adorned with 
thefe rows of jewels ; her outward converfation being according to the laws 
of God, (he appeared beautiful and delightful, for holinefs becomes the houfe 
of God for ever ; there was a beauty in ceremonial worfliip ; the tabernacles 
of God were amiable to the faints, and the faints themfelves were fo to 
Chrift, in their attendance on the fervice and ordinances of God: The fta- 
tutes and ordinances with which the external face of the church was beau¬ 
tified, were fuch as were not given to other people, dpring that; dilpenfa- 
tion ; which manifeftly fhew’d that God had a peculiar regard for tfiein. 

II. Her neck is faid to be comely, with chains of gold ! The word gold is 
not in the Hebrew text, but fuppliediy our tranflators ; and the word Cha - 
ruzimy which is only found in this place, is generally interpreted^ by the 
4 Jewifh doftors, chains of gold, or jewels and precious ftones y bored through 
and hung in a firing, to be wore about the neck. And* jft, I fhall enquire 
what is meant by her neck . idly % What by thofe chains of goldy ox precious 
ftones, with which it is adprned and made comply. 

y*. : py 
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i/, By her neck may be meant, either thd gftece of faith, by which the 
church cleaves to Chrift, the head, and exalts him ; this is alfo accompanied 
with other graces, which are linked together as & chain, and is attended with 
good works: Or elfe, by it is meant the minifters of the gofpel, who, as 
the neck, are placed in the more eminent part of the body, the church, and 
are the means of conveying fpiritual food from Chrift, the head, to the mem¬ 
bers thereof. But of this, fee more on Ch. iv. 4. 

2 dly. By thofe chains of gold , with which the church’s neck is beautified 
and adorned, may be meant, 1. The laws and ordinances of God, which 
the minifters of the gofpel and inembers of churches ffiould be careful to ob- 
ferve ; and are, as Solomon fays, Prov . i. 9. an ornament of grace unto the 
bead , and chains about the neck, , of thofe who regard them* Or, 2. Thofe 
diverfities of gifts , which are beftowed on the minifters of Chrift, by which 
they are made able minifters of the New Teftamerit ; and fo become ufeful to 
many, and appear comely and beautiful, both in the eyes of Chrift, and of 
fuch fouls to whom they minifter. Or, 3. The various graces of the fpirit, 
with which, not only minifters, but all believers are adorned ; for as fins and 
vices are fo' chained and linked together, that where there’s one, there’s all; 
fo the graces of the fpirit are like chains of gold, which are fo clofely link’d 
together, that they cannot be feparated, but where there’s one grace there’s 
every grace ; which very much 1 beautify and adorn the believer. This golden 
chain of grace which is put about the church’s neck, confifts of thefe ten 
links: The firft is faith \ that precious pearl, aftd valuable jewel, which is 
alike precious in all the faints, as to its nature and objeft ; the fruit of de£t- 
ing loVe, the father’s gift, the fon’s grace, and the fpirit’s work. The fe- 
cond is hope \ which is called good hope through grace \ this carries the loul 
chearfully through all the difficulties of life,’ and makes not affiamed at 
death; it is both the chriftian’s anchor and his helmet ; ’tis valuable in its 
nature, and ufeful in its aftings., Th t third link in this golden chain is love ; 
which is the fulfilling of the law \ this is highly valued by Chrift ; fee Cb. 
iv. 10. and is of fo great a price, that if a man would give all the fubftance 
of his houfe for it, it would utterly be contemned, Ch.viii. 7. fourth is 
humility ; which is, in the fight of God, of great price ; and the believer being 
clothed with it, appears very beautify and comely ; it is a fparkling gem in 
this necklace. The fifth is patience t which is of exceeding ufd in the be¬ 
liever’s life, much recommends his charadter and profeflion, and is greatly 
took notice of by Chrift; fee Rev. ii. 2, 3, 19. The ftxth is felf-denial ; 
which is required of, and (hould be in exercife in all Chrift’s followers, 
but feldom appears in its tuftre and fplendor, being frequently fullied by,car¬ 
nal and felfiffi principles and actions. The feventh i& contentment in every 
Jlate of life ; this is an exceedihg-great rarity ; few perfons are poffefs’d of 
this jewel; the apoftle Paul hfcd it, as appears from what he fays, I have 
learned in whatfoever ftate I am, therewith to be content. The .eighth is a 
faving knowledge* of Jefes Chrift $ thfe is eletmlttfe itfelf, and is by be¬ 
lievers preferretftb*aH the things 6 f fhi&Mfe; who with-the apoftle, catmt all 
things but lofs for the excellency of the knowledge of Chrift Jefus , their Lord . 

: The 
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The ninth is longfuffering and forbearance v whereby faints are not eafily pro¬ 
voked, and do readily forgive thofe vho have offended them ; this gives 
great grace* .and is exceeding ornamental to the believer. tenth and laft 

link in this golden chain is fincerity ; this runs through all other graces, and 
makes them fo glorious as they are; this was exceeding bright, and flione 
with a great deal of luftre in Nathaniel , of whom Chrift faid, behold an Israelite 
indeed , in whom is no guile. Or, 4. Thofe bleflings of grace, which are .laid 
up in an everlafting covenant, come, through the blood of Chrift, arid are 
communicated to all his people, may be ; mqant by thefe epains ; they go in- 
feparably together ; where a perfon is bleffed withjone, he’s bleffed with all ; 
for though our intereft in them may be gradually diftovered to us, yet are 
we blefs’d at once, with all fpiritual ble£ings> in heavenly places in Chrift . 
Not one of thefe. links can be broken; this golden chain of.grace and falva- 
tion is excellently deferibed by the apoftle, when he...fays* Rom. viii. 30. 
•whom he did fredejlinate , fhgm he alfo called ;, and whom he catled> them he alfo 
juftified ; and whom bejujlified y them he alfo glorified: Where we may obferve, 
how all the.bleflings of grace are infeparably link’d together ; and which be¬ 
ing put abo.ut the believer’s neck, mult needs make him look very beauti¬ 
ful and comely. , " 

Ver. 11. We will make thee borders of gold with finds offiver. .\ 0 

1 -* » . • i , I ■ : » . 

C HRIST having, deferibed the church’s comelinefs in, t^e.;former verfe, 
as fhe was beautified under the legal difpenfation, wit^ :thp-precepts of the 
moral and ceremonial law, and with that meafure of grace which was then be¬ 
llowed on her; proceeds in this verfe, to promif^'in his pwn, ahcTin the 
name of the other two perfons, a greater glory and a larger aneafure of grace 
unto her, under the gofpel difpenfation. Apd, , , * r , 

I. The thing promifed, is, to make her borders of gold, with Jluds of,ft'her.- ; 
II. The perfons by whom this is to be performed, who*are more than one;. 
we will make thee., &c. r 


I. The thing promifed, is, that fhe fhall have borders of go\df' with Jluds, of 
fiver made her: Some read it, turtles of gold: The Septua^iiit render, i t “ fimi - 
litudesj or likenejfes of gold ; and it is probable that they.,mean the images of 
fome things, perhaps turtles, which might be t wrought.jfj.Jilftfr ftuds, with 
pieces or plates of gold, whiph alfo jLvJtki* Ezra feems to intimate; 
others tranflate it rows of gold 9 a$ ip the former verfe, h being the fame word 
which is ufed there; our trailflators render it borders , refpefting the borders 
of garments, where the Jews wore their fringes, and which, in Chrift’s 
time, the Pharifees, who,were ambitious of being efteemed mpre holy t^ap 
others, wore very large. Now a promife of golden borders may' here intend 
the glorious righteoufnefs of Chrift, that golden and filver ftudded wojcjc or 
his, that raiment of needlework and curious piece of embroidery,, with which the 
church and all believers are beautified and adorned; in which the church, the 

^ 1 * 
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queetof ftandsftifithe' rig&t-bandof the King,-^he .Lord Jefus CJlHft, as'one 
<jlad'i» ^'dphir. Moreover, by-' thofe borders' or mw of 'goldf with 
jiuds of filver y may be meant, either, i/, The ordinances of the gofpel, 
which are far preferable to thofe under the law' Y the church’s cheeks and neck 
were comely with thofe rows and chains, under the legal difpenfation; but 
thefe are not faid to be rows or chains, of gold ; the words jewels and gold 
are not in the original, but fupplied by our tranflators, as has been there ob- 
ferved ; but when he fpeaks of gofpel ordinances, which he would appoint, and 
his church Ihduld enjoy under the gofpel difpenfation, he makes mention of 
gold and filver ; as the Lord does in the prophecy of Ifaiah, when he is fpeak- 
ing of, and promifing glory to the church in thofe times, faying, -Ifa. lx. 17. 
for brafs I will bring gold, and fir iron 1 will bring filver 9 and for woodbrafs y 
and for ftones iron . Gofpel ordinances are preferable to thofe under the law. 
1. They are more eafy, pleafant and delightful ; the ceremonial law was a 
'yoke of bondage, and fome of the ordinances of it intolerable; but Chrift’s 
yoke, under the gofpel difpenfation, is eafy , and his burden light ; if thofe 
ways were ways of pleafantnefs, in which God would have his people walk under 
the law, much more are thole which they are directed to under the gofpel; if 
thofe ftatutes and carnal ordinances were more to be defired than gold, yea than fine 
gold , much more are thofe, which believers enjoy now; the ordinances of 
that legal difpenfation were fervile and flavilh, and fuited to perfons who 
were under a fpirit of bondage, but thofe of the gofpel become Chrift’s free¬ 
men, to be found in obedience to, and are no ways an infringement of their 
fpiritual liberty, but rather an advancement of it; thefe commandments are 
no ways grievous , but every way delightful and pleafant, and are fuited to a 
free, ingenuous and gofpel fpirit. 2. They are more lafting and durable ; the 
ordinances of the Mofaic difpenfation were impofed upon the Jewifti church un¬ 
til the time of reformation, i. e. until the coming of Chrift in the flelh, and 
the oblation of his facrifice ; for when he, the fubftance of all thofe ftiadows, 
was come, they vaniflied and difappeared ; the middle wall of partition is now 
broken down ; the law of commandments , contained in ordinances , is entirely 
abolifhed, and the whole oeconomy is at an end ; but the ordinances of the 
gofpel will laft, till time fhall be no more ; when there will be no more need 


of fuch helps as thefe to aflift our fight, or fuch lights as thefe to direft us 
in our way ; they’ll laft till the ffecoryi coming of Chrift, till the fun of rigbte- 
oufnefs arifes with healing in his wings :;Thefe are things which will remain, 
till then, unfhaken and immoveable ; the gofpel difpenfation is a kingdom 
which cannot be moved, in oppefition to the legal one, which is already 
moved, and intirely abrogated. ' 3. They are more clear and perfpicuous ; 
there was a great deal of obfeurity in the legal‘difpenfation ; the faith of 
God’s children was led to Chrift through dark reprefentations and cloudy 
types and figures '; but now, under the gofpel difpenfation, we all with open 
face, beholding , through thofe ordinances,, which we now enjoy, as in a glafs , 
the glory of the Lord, ’are than fid into the fame image from glory to glory . 
4. They are mote fpiritual; the, ordinances of the ceremonial Jaw are called 
carnal ordinances^ Heb. ix. lo.'.'fBc external wptftiip-of the Jews was 1 attend¬ 
ed with a great* deal of pomp arid fpfendor,' but not withTo much fpirituality 
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and power of godlinefs as that of believes* under die gofo^l, who worjhip 
God in the fpirit^ rejoice in Chrift Jefus % and have no confidence in the ftejh. 
5. The obedience which was performed under the legal difpenfa’tion, was not fd 
free and ingenuous as this,, which is performed by believers under the gofpel; that 
Iprangfrom fear, and was performed under a fpirit of bondage, but this 
from principles of love and grace. Believers, in their obedience to Chrift, 
as unaer the conftraints of love, are guided, influenced and affifted by the 
fpirit of God, who is a free fpirit , or a fpirit of liberty ; for where the fpirit 
of the Lord is y there is liberty . Or elfe, 2 dly y The doctrines of the gofpel 
may be here intended j which being words fitly fpoken , are like apples of gold 
in pictures of filver: Thefe may be called rows or borders of gold ftudded with 
fiber \ for the do&rines of grace are, by the apoftle, in 1 Cor . iii. 12. com¬ 
pared to gold* filver , and precious ftones y as are the do&rinfcs of man’s inven¬ 
tion to woody hay.y and ftubble. Now thefe may be very well called borders 
of gold ftudded with filver . x. For their valuablenefs •, they are valued by 
fouls who have tailed the fweetnefs, and felt the power of them, more than 
tboufands of geld and filver , yea, more than their neceffary food y nay more than 
life it fclf; they contain riches of grace and glory, yea, the unfearchable riches 
of Chrift . 2. For the glory and fplendor of them ; they give a glorious dif- 

play of the divine perfedtions, and in a refplendent manner reprefent the glory 
of (Thrift's perfon, office and grace; and therefore the gofpel is called the 
glorious gofpel of God and Chrift, 1 Tim . i. 11. 2 Cor . iv.4 . 3. For their being 

tried ones ; the vjords of the Lord y fays the pfalmift, Pfal. xii. 6. are pure 
words : as filver tried in a furnace of earthy purified feven times: they have 
been tried by faints, and have never failed to fupport and Comfort them, nor 
to guide and direft them in the right way \ they have been tried by enemies, 
and have ftood the brunt of all their rage, malice and perfecution. 4. For 
their durablenefs: they are as lading as borders of gold ftudded with filver. 
Attempts have been made to deftroy the gofpel, and remove it out of the 
world, but have all proved abortive 5 ’tis an everlafting gofpel> ’tis immove¬ 
able, a burdenfome ftone to all thofe who endeavour to fubvert or remove it \ 
though all things in nature are fading, periffiing, and fubjeft to change and 
alteration,, yet the word of God livetb and abidetb for ever . 5. They may: 

be called rows of gold y for their orderly difpofition and connexion ; there’s an 
in tire harmony and agreement between the truths of the gofpel; one truth has 
an intire dependancc upon another, and they have all clofc connexion with 
each other ; this is what the a'poftle calls the. proportion or analogy of faith y 
Rom. xii. 6. 6. The gofpel is full of the filver fpecks or ftuds of exceeding 
great and precious promifes \ it abound* with them, and is delightfully ftudded 
by them ; it’s filled with fuch a variety of them as are both ufeful and pleafant 
to believers. 

Now there being fuch a difplay of the doftrines of grace under the gofpel 
difpenfation, it appears to be far more glorious than the legal one 5 ’tis true, the 
law hadi a glory attending it, butthe gofpelhas an excelling one v the law was 
the killing let ter , and the miniftration of death , but die gofpel is the miniftration 
of life, the fpirit that quickens ; the law is the miniftration of condemnation , but 
the gofpel is ih&jnwftration of rigbtm[nefs\ the law is that which is done away* 

but 
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but the gofpel is that which remaineth, and Will abide for ever. Or elfe, %dly* 
By thefe borders of gold\ with Jltids of Jihir, may be meant the rich and 
glorious graces of the bfeffed fpirit, and a larger increafe of them under the 
gofpel difpenfatiort ; which are, i. Rich and enriching, excellent and valuable 
as gold and filver ; nay, grace is much more precious than gold that perifkelh • 
it is rich in its own nature, and enriches all that are pofieft of it; therefore, 
fays Chrift, Rev* iii. 18. I counfel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire , that 
thou mayft be rich . 2. The graces of the fpirit adorn arid beautify a foul, as 

much, nay, more than borders of gold ftudded with filver do the body ; on 
the account of thefe the church is faid to be all glorious within ; and though 
believers in their nature were black, like thofe who have been among the pots , 
yet being called by, and adorned with the grace of God, are like the wings 
of a dove covered with fiver, and her feathers with yellow gold . 3. The 

graces of the lpirit are as lading and durable as golden borders with filver finds ; 
nay, more fo, they lhall not perifh, can never be lod * grace is an immortal 
and incorruptible feed, which remains in the believer, and fhall do fo for 
ever. 4. A larger meafure of grace is difpenfed under the gofpel dilpenfation. 
than was under the legal one ; it was neither fo clearly revealed, nor fo 
largely communicated before Chrid appeared in the flefh, full of grace and 
truth , as it was afterwards •, and fuch a larger revelation and increafe of grace 
mud needs make the church look more glorious under the one than it did 
under the other. Or elfe, 4 thly, Thefe borders of gold intend the ground¬ 
work of a believer’s faith and hope, which is Chrid, as Jehovah our righteoufi 
nefs , who is the only fure and fafe foundation, and the chief corner fione ; as 
the filver ftuds may the curious work of fan&ification, with all the delightful 
fruits thereof, even thofe beauties of bolinefs which are fo ornamental to, and 
do fo much become the believer; Chrift’s righteoufnefs, imputed to us, is- 
the ground-work and foundation of faith and hope, and his grace imparted 
to and wrought in us, is the fuperftrufture that’s raifed upon it; the one 
the golden borders , the other the filver fiuds . Or, gthly. Souls called by di¬ 
vide grace, even th z precious fons of Zion, are comparable to fine gold *, and as 
a great number of thefe being called in, enlarge the borders of the church, 
fo they likewife increafe the glory of it; this is one way by which Chrift 
beautifies the place of his Jm£luary y and makes the place of his feet glorious. 
Or, 6 thly, and laftly, The glories of heaven may be here intended ; for as 
Chrift gives his people grace here r fo he’ll give them glory hereafter, which 
he and the other two perfons are preparing and making ready for them *, and 
we need not wonder that thefe heavenly glories are reprefented by borders 
of goldy ftudded with filver ; when the new Jerufalem is deferibed. Rev. xxu 
18, 19,21. as - a city of pure gold, like unto clear glafs, and the fireet of it pure 
gold , as tranfparent glafs r the wall of it of Jafper, the foundations thereof g&r- 
nifhed with all manner of precious ftones , and the tWehogateSi faid to be twelve 
pearls . Can any thing appear more glorious and magnificent than this account 
of that city, which has foundations, whofi builder and maker is God ? and 
thofe, who are enriched: by divine grace here,, need not doubt of being par¬ 
takers of the celeftial glory hereafter; but leo ub flow confide who they are 

that promife and will perform ail ch& For, 
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II. As the things promifed arc here mentioned, which are borders of gold with 
finds of Jiher ; fo the perfons who promife to make thefe, afe intimated in 
thofe words, we will make tbee 9 &c. *Tis not the chorus of virgins, or 
daughters of Jerufalem , who here fpeak, nor angels, who are both unca- 
pable of and unfit for iuch an undertaking ; nor is God introduced here 
ipeaking regio more, in the manner of kings, who fometimes ufe to fpeak 
in the plural number, when they only mean themfelves ; but a trinity of 
perfons is, no doubt, here intended, even the father , the word , and the holy 
Gbojl,, which three are one y and are jointly concerned in all the works of 
grace, as they were in the works of creation; it is a way of fpeaking, much 
like that in Gen . i. 26. R . Sol. Jarchi paraphrafes it thus, I and my houfe 
of judgment , as he alfo does Gen . xix. 24. Now the ancient Jews by this 
ipeech meant a trinity of perfons, though the modern unbelieving ones, as 
Ainfwortb obferves, are ignorant of it, yet itill retain the phrafe, and ufe 
it as the forementioned Rabbi does, in thofe places, where a trinity of per¬ 
fons manifeftly appear; for the houfe of judgment never confided of lefs than 
three perfons. Now this work may very well be aferibed to them ; for, 
jjl. The ordinances of tffe gofpel are the inftitutions of all the three perfons; 
divine adoration is given to them in all; and they are enjoined on believers, 
and are regarded by them, as being all equally concerned in authorizing 
them, and in fharing the glory which arifes from them ; thus for inftance, 
baptifm is required to be performed in the name of the father , and of the 
fon , and of the holy Ghcjl , Mat. xxviii. 19. and accordingly is performed in 
this manner, idly. The gofpel itfelf is the work of all the three perfons; 
God the father is the author of it, and therefore it is called the gofpel ofGod 9 
Rom. i. 1. and fo is Chrift; hence it is alfo called his, ver . 16. and fo is the 
fpirit, and therefore it is called the minifiration of the fpirit , 2 Cor. iii. 8. 
The grace of all the three perfons is difeovered by it, and the glory of them 
all concerned in it; the father fends it, Chrift is the fum and fubftance of 
it, and the fpirit powerfully applies it. 3 dly. The work of grace upon the 
foul is performed by all the three perfons ; thus the regeneration and quick¬ 
ening of a finner, dead in trefpaffes and fins , is aferibed to God the father; 
1 Pet . i. 3. to the fon, John v. 21. and to the fpirit, John iii. 5. 4 tbly. The 
increafe of grace, which feems to be the thing here intended, is owing 
to them all; thus grace and peace, i. e. a larger meafureof them, is wifhed 
and prayed for by John* for the feven churches of Afia 9 from all the three 
perfons, Rev. i. 4, 5. $tbly . All that glory which faints lhall have hereafter, 
is procured and prepared by them all; the father, he has prepared the king¬ 
dom for them from the foundation of the world, and it is his pleafure to 
give it to them ; the fon, he has opened the way to it with his blood, and 
is gone to prepare a place for them ; and the fpirit, he is the earneft and. 
pledge of it, he difeovers the invilible glories of it to them, and will never 
leave them till : he has made them meet for, and brought them into the en¬ 
joyment of them. So that all the three perfons, in ail thefe fenfes, may be 
very well underftood.as promifing to make for the church, th e£e borders of 
gtrtd t wish finds vfjtfoer? Which fliows, 1. That believers fhould have aagreat 
value for the gofpel, and the ordinances thereof; feeing they are not only 

2 fo 
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fo valuable in themfelves, being preferable to gold and filver, and are fo 
ufeful and ornamental to the church, but are alfo the work of all the three 
perfons. 2. That the work of grace upon the heart of a finner, and the 
carrying it on to perfection, is done by an almighty power, and is the work 
of the eternal three ; the renewing of men requires the fame power, and is 
effected by the fame hands, as the firft making of them did - 9 thofe who 
faid at the creation of man, let us make man, fay at his new creation, and 
in the carrying on and perfecting of the work, we will make thee borders of 
gold , See. as they were all jointly concerned in the one, fo they are in the 
other, which fhows the greatnefs and glory of it. 3. That all thefe borders 
of gold with finds of filver , are made for the comfort, glory, and happinefs 
of the church, we will make thee, or for thee, See. the whole gofpel, with 
all its doctrines and promifes, are given for their inftruction and confolation 5 
all the ordinances thereof, for their comfort and improvement, as well as for 
God's glory ; all the grace which is provided in Chrift, wrought by the fpirit 
in their hearts, as well as the glory which is laid up in heaven •, all, I fay, is 
to make them a glorious churchy without fpot or wrinkle , or any fuch thing. 


Ver. 12. While the King litteth at his table y my fpikenard fendeth 
forth the fmell thereof. 

C HRIST having given very large commendations of his church, and 
promifed a great deal of grace and glory to her; fhe in this and the 
two following verfes, declares what advantages fhe received by him, how 
lovely his perfon, and how delightful his company were to her. Thefe 
words may be underftood either, 

Firfi, Of the time of Chrift 5 s not being manifefted in the flelh, after the 
promife of it, and of the exercife of the faith, hope, love, defire, expectation, 
©V. of the old Teftament faints, refpecting his coming in the flelh; and then 
the fenfe is this, whilft'he, who is conftituted king of faints, is appointed to 
be the mediator between God and man, the promifed Mefliah and faviour 
of the world, is with God, as the only begotten fon in the bofom of the father , 
and not yet manifefted in the flelh my fpikenard fendeth forth the fmell there¬ 
of, i. e. my grace is in exercife; my foul is breathing with earneft defires after 
him ; I long for his coming, and am in earneft expectation of it; I live in 
the hope of enjoying this valuable blefling I firmly believe that he will 
come according to the divine promife, though his ftay is long, and there¬ 
fore will patiently wait the appointed time. Chrift did exift from eternity, as 
the fon of God \ was fet up as the head and mediator of God’s elect, and was 
appointed and conftituted king over God’s holy hill of Zion: He bore this 
character throughout all the old Teftament difpenfation ; and being promifed 
to be the Mefliah and faviour of finners, from the time of the firft declara¬ 
tion and publication of it, the old Teftament faints lived in the faith, hope* 
and earneft expeftation of his coming in the flelh. Or elfe. 

Secondly , They may be underftood of the time of Chrift’s being in the 
temple, or in Jerufalem, or in the land of Judea , during which time the 

gofpel, 



8^ Ex poll tiqm t>f ths Chap. I. 

goi'pcl was preached, and the (west odour of it diffufed throughout all the 
parts thereof. Chrift was promifed to come into the world as the church’s 
King ; behold thy King cometh, fee. Zech. ix. 9. and as fuch he did come •, 
the wife men of the Eaft fought him under the chara&er of the King of 
the Jews: He was acculed of making himfelf King, and for it wa9 
put to death: Hence this fuptrfcription was wrote on the crofs, this is the 
King of the Jews ; though mod were ignorant of the nature of his office 
and kingdom, which were not of this world . Now whilft this great King 
was here on earth, the favour of the gofpel was fpread abroad ; it was 
preached by Chrift himfelf, in the temple, in the fynagogues of the Jews, 
and in feveral parts of the land ; for he was not font but to the loft Jheep 
of the houfe of Ifrael: He fent out his difciples to preach it, but limited 
them to Judea's land, and forbid them to go in the way of the Gentiles , or 
enter into any of the cities of the Samaritans. So that this fweet odour was 
then confined within that land ; though after his refurre&ion, he enlarged the 
commifiion of his difciples, and bid them go and preach the gofpel to eve¬ 
ry creature, beginning at Jerufalem ; which they accordingly did, and 
their miniftry was owned for the converfion of many, but afterwards being 
revetted by the Jews, they turned to the Gentiles; for it was proper and ne- 
celfary, that the word fliould be firft preached to them, that out of Zion 
might go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerufalem. Or, 
Thirdly, Thefe words may be underftood of Chrift’s being now in heaven, 
whither, after his refur reft ion, he afeended, where he now is, and wilhcon- 
tinue till his fecond coming, whom the heaven mufi receive , until the Times 
of the reftitution of all things ; ’tis from thence that faints expedt him : 
Now thefe words, while the King fittelh at his table , very well fuit with 
Chrift’s exalted ftate in heaven ; his kingly office and power appear more 
manifeft, he is now declared to be both Lord and Chrift ; his pofture, there, 
is, fitting at the right hand of God, where he is in his circuit , as the words 
may be read ; it being the ufual cuftom anciently, among the Jews, to fit 
at table in a circular form, i Sam. xvi. 11. Chrift being in heaven, is in his 
circuit, encompafTed about with angels and glorified faints; thus in Rev . v. 
6^-n, 12. a large number of angels and faints are faid to be round about 
the throne (and Chrift, the lamb, in the midft of them) finging his praifes* 
and teafting with him on thofe joys, which will never end. 

Now, while Chrift is thus folacing himfelf with faints above, dt fuch a 
diftance from his church below, he is not unmindful of her, but gives iuch 
large communications of his grace, as caufes her fptkenard to fend forth the 
fmell thereof: Which may be meant, either, 

ift. Of the graces of the church being in exercife on Chrift; Chrift, 
though now in heaven, and fo invifible to the bodily eye, yet is the object 
of faith, love, hope, and joy; whom having not feen , ye love ; in whom, 
though now ye fee him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unfpeakable and 
full of glory, 1 Pet. i. 8. The diftance of place no ways hinders either the 
communications of grace to us from Chrift, or the exercife of our grace on 
him, but while he is there, he is giving it forth to us, and we are cxercifing 
3 it 
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it upon hittr % J tis the manlfeftation of Chrift-s love arid gricb to lis that 
makes bur fyikeftafd fend 1 forth its fmell. Or elfe* 

idly. The prayers Of the faihtfc hiay be intended by it, which are odorous, 
arid of a fwedt fihdfing favour tO- God, being perfumed with Ohrid* s me- 
di^rtori, arid offered Up with his much incenfe •, and therefore fays Daitidy Pfal. 
fctfli. 2. let iffy ftrUyfr be fet forth before thee as inctnfe. R. Aben Ezra thinks, 
that by the, fmell,,of the fpikenard, is meant the fmell of the incenftf, which 
Wa 4 burrifc rifldef the law. Now while Chrift is in heaven, the faints put 
their prayers into his hands, Who takes notice bf tfem, and i9 always feady, 
: yf\tK h{s gtilden tenftr y to offer 1 them up to his' father 1 on the gulden altdr y in 
in which he fmells a fweet favour i : and therefbr^ the prayers of the faints are 
tiVitA odours> Rev.v. 8. falfo Rev. viii. 3, 4. ' Or rather, c ' : 

“ : 3 dfy; This may be expreflive 1 of the gofpeh and 'the ivtttt favour of the 
knowledge of Cttflft; which by it is .made tnanifeft ik every place , wherever 
'it comes, 2 C0r. il. 14. Now the' gofpel may be compared to fpikenard. 
1. Spikenard is but a 1 finally toW' plaht or’ ffitbb; the gofpel is mean 
and - contemptible in the eyes of’ the world ; it W accounted foolifhnfcfs by 
them, and the preachers of it are abject and* despicable perfons in their 
efteem. Yet,' 2. Is very excellent ; it is by Pliny* accounted the chief and 
principal ingredient in ointments ; and therefore', John xii. 3. the ointment 
of fpikenardy which Mary took and anointed the feet of Chrift with, is faid 
to be very precious and cojlly: The gofpel is valuable and excellent, both in 
its nature arid effects •, it is a fich and an enriching gofpel 5 arid therefore 
balled the , unfearchable richdiof Chrift , an exceeding valuable that 

is put irt earthen veffels-, it is aYevelatron arid 2 declaration of the riches of 
grace, ^hich Chrift, beftows upon tinners hefte, arid of thofe rtohesof gloiy 
Which fiints fliall be made partakers of herdafteti 11 It is of an exceeding 
fweet fmell* fo is. the gofpel.; there is fuch an efficacy in the odour of it, 
that it enlivens dead finners, 'and ^therefore rs feid to be th t favour of life 
unto life , arid will revive the fpirits bf faitldrig believers ; though it is re¬ 
ported of fpikenard c that by its^being carried* oyer fea, it grows mouldy 
and rots, whereby it lofes its'IweetTmell, dnd flunks exceedingly *, fo the 
gofpel, to thofe that perifh, Is^nbtrtonly pf "iSi'illTniell,- and abhorred by 
them, but is* the favour of dzaihuitto ^tf/A. Many ©f the d Jewilh writers 
underftand the fmell of the'fpikenard here, as 7 ah Ill one. 4. Spikenard 
is of a e hot nature, and digeftivri Of cold Hot In the firft, 

and dry in the febond degree : The gofpel beirig powerfully applied by the 
- fpitit of God,' wartns the hearts of God’s children, rtfakes them bWn with¬ 
in them, arid drives away lukewarmnefs, deadneft^arid dulnefs, Occafioned 
by Indwelling fiii. 1 ’ 5. It is of a very comforting and 1 * ftrengthehirig nature 
r to the ftomacH, it exhilarates the fpirits; fo are the doftrines and promifes 
of. the gofpel tbthfe fouIs of believers; thefe ftfengthen and nourifli, comfort 
’" y- * ~ '' " 1 arid 
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and refrefli them \ they, like Jeremiah, find the word*, and eat it, and it is 
the joy and rejoicing of their hearts, tor thefe reafons the gofpel may be 
compared to fpikenard ; which g fome of the Jewifli writers think is tnujk, 
others a kind of fpice, fomewhat like faffron ; but it’s beft to underftand it 
of Nard , of which thercre are many forts ; the beft of which is that which 
grows up in fpikes, and therefore is called fpikenard, which is what is here 
intended. Again, 

Fourthly , Thefe words may be underftood of Chrift’s feafting with his 
faints here below, during which time their grace is in exercife ; there’s a mu¬ 
tual feafting between Chriftand believers, he fups with them, and they with 
him j Chrift has furnilhed a table for his people toj this wildernefs*..with 
plenty, and variety of/fuitable food ; and, though he Is a King, conflituted 
by his father, and acknowledged by his church, yet he fits at this table, with 
poor, mean and worthlefs creatiires, and welcomes them to thofe fweet pro- 
vifions, faying, cat, O friends \ drink,. yea, drink abundantly, O beloved. 
Moreover, thrift’s prefence with hfo people, and his grace manifefted to 
them, have a mighty influence to draw forth their graces into exercise, 
even.as the rifing fun opens the flowers, and exhales the odour thereof, aijid 
agreeable breezes fpread,it abroad. Thus when the graces of believers are 
in exercife under the. influences of Chrift, and the enjoyment of his pre- 
fence, they arc exceeding odorous, £oth.. to Chrift and,others ; their fptke - 
Hard may then be faid to fend forth the fvjeet fmell thereof: On this table* 
which is fometimes called the table of the Lord , are- fet the body and 
blood of Chrift, whofe .fiefo is meat indeed* and whofe blood is drink indeed ; 
on which believers, being-; enpquraged.by, Chrift’s prefence,, and aflifted by 
his fpirit, .feed plentifully^ ajid.Ji^ fits there, and delights'fiimfelf in. viewing 
the graces of. his own fpirit m exercife thus.at this table they are both mu¬ 
tually. feafted and delight^^ , t * 

The conjedfure of- a c^rtain^ExpoQtor, that Chrift hipjfelf is intended by 
the fpikenard, is not to be flighted, he being called a bundle, of myrrh , and a 
clujler of .camphire in thf, wing verfe>: It was ufual in feafts to anoint 
the head or feet of jnyitea therctjntO, aqd ointment of fpikenard 

was often ufed, as ismarfifcft from Maftk.x iv. 3. John xii. 3. to thiscuftpni 
the Pfelmift alludes, Pfai.xx iii. 5. .Now the church was at talple With 
Chrift, as a gueft, anpl.was entertained wfth the moft deiicioi^ fe/e; here 
was nothing wanting to render the entertainment delightful and pleafant; 
Chrift himfelf, as he is both, the matter apd thefeafth fo he is the ointment 
of fpikenard to his guefts: and/tis as if, flie fllould, I am ; now at a 
fw#5 and heavenly repaft vyitb my,,beloved^ he fits af the. table, and I 
with : him •, and as he m^food,^ fo he’s giy fpikenard * he’s my allin 
all * as long as he is here, I need no flowers xo aelight me, no fpikenard, 
myrrh, cyprefs, or unguents, made of thefe to refrefli ^e, for he 
this, and much more unto me. Chrift’s perfon ana grace, his facrifice, 
blood and righteoufnefs are, like fpikenard, of an exceeding fweet fmell j 
his perfon is altogether lorvely the favour of his graces or ointments attradt 

y ; ' - the 

% Yid. R. David Kimchium in lib, Shoralh, ra^ "nj, * Sanftio* in loc. 
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the love of his people; his facrifice is of a fweet fmelling favour to God , and to 
sfll believers •, his garments , or robe of righteoufnefs fmell of myrrh , aloes^ 
and caffta, and in them believers are acceptable and well pleafing to God. 

Ver. 13. A bundle of myrrh is my well-beloved unto me ; hejhall 
lie all night betwixt my breajls . 

T HE Church in thefe words continues the account of that comfort, 
delight and fatisfa&ion which Ihe had in Chrift, expreffing the greateft 
love and ftrongeft affedtion for him ; and therefore flie compares him to 
the very beft herbs and fpices, and declares that if her fpikenardy or the 
graces of the fpirit in her fent forth an agreeable fmell to him, whilft he 
was at his table, much more grateful and odorous was he, being as a bundle 
'of myrrh unto her. 

I. Here’s a title or character which flie gives him; my well beloved . 

II. What Chrift is unto her ; a bundle of myrrh . 

III. The entertainment flie is refolved to give him ; he jhatt lie all night 
betwixt my breajls. 

I. Here is a title or charadtcr, which flie gives unto him, my well beloved . 
Ainfworth obferves, that the Hebrew word Dodi , which is thus tranflated, is 
written with the fame letters as David is, a name which is frequently given to 
Chrift in the oldTeftament. See Jer. xxx. 9. Ezek.xxx iv. 23, 24. Hof iii. 5. 
David was a type of Chrift, and of him, according to the flefli, he came ; 
for he is the root and offspring of David ; as he is God, he is David's Lord ; 
and as he is man, David's fon; both words, Dodi and Davids fignify be¬ 
loved, and both David and Chrift are beloved of God. David was a man 
after God’s own heart , and Chrift, his beloved fon, in whom he is well pleafed , 
and both of them beloved of God’s people. The Septuagint render it by a 
word which fignifies 1 a nephew , a brother or fitter’s fon. Chrift is near akin 
to his church, he is partaker of the fame fleih and blood as they are, is of 
the fame nature with them ; they are members of bis body , of his fitfhy and 
of his bones ; the Hebrew word God, which is frequently rendred a redeemer , 
fignifies alfo a near kinfman ; and being applied to Chrift, as it is in Job, 
xix. 25. ftiews, that he, who is our redeemer, is alfo our near kinfman : but 
the word is very well render’d here, my beloved, or well beloved , and is ex- 
preflive, \ft. Of Chrift’s love to the church ; he is her well beloved , and has; 
fliewn his love by undertaking her caufe, efpoufing her perfon, afluming her 
nature, and dying in her room and Head ; which love of his is eternal, free, 
fovereign, unchangeable and unparallel’d, and is the ftrongeft motive to, and; 
and has the gfeateft influence upon her love to him; therefore ihe may well- 
call him her well beloved. %dly . It is e^prefiive of her love to Chrift, which* 
Uprings and arifes from the manifeftations of his to her, for we love him ,, 

M 2 hecavfci 

* Nepos ex fratre vel forore. 
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becaufe be firft loved ny\ which love was now in exercife in her foul, he be¬ 
ing prefent with her-, and therefore fli,e gives him this affectionate title as 
an evidence of it. ^Jfy* It fhews that lhe had a fenfe of her intereft in him, 
and his love ; a greater blefling a foul cannot be pofleft of, than an intereft 
in Chrift and his love, whofe perfon is the cbiefeft among ten thoufands y and 
whofe loving kindnefs is better than life y and all the comforts and bleffings of it ; 
and next to this is a knowledge and fenfe of it •, a foul may have an intereft 
in Chrift, and yet not have the fenfe of it; the former renders his ftate fafe 
and feCure, the latter makes his life comfortable and pleafant, and is an ad¬ 
ditional ble/Ting and favour-, for a perfon is then able to fay, he bath loved 
me y and bath given bimfelf for me. 

II. She declares that Chrift her well beloved , was a bundle of myrrh unto 
her. By a bundle of myrrh , we are not, I think, to underftand the twigs 
or branches of the myrrh tree bound up in faggots, which the Arabians ufed 
to make fires with, the fumes whereof were very noxious and pernicious* 
as the k hiftorian tells us, and unlefs they burnt the gum, called Jlorax , 
would produce incurable difeafes ; but either the little fprigs or flowers there¬ 
of bound up together, and put in the bofom as a pleafant nofegay to fmell to, 
may be meant; for Chrift is exceeding fweet and delightful to the believer, 
being the rofe of Sharon, and the lily of the vallies ; or elfe the gum Jladie* 
which fpringsfrom the myrrh tree, and fo the Septuagint read it, a bundle of 
ftafle ; or liquid myrrh, which fweats from the tree of its own accord, with¬ 
out incifion, and is accounted the beft •, and then by a bundle of it is meant a 
bag or bottle of it, the fame word which is ufed, is tranflated a bag , in 
Hag . i. 6 . Job xiv. ij. and is an alluflon to perfons who carry bags of per- „ 
fumes, and fwe£t powders, or fmelling bottles in their bofoms, for the re¬ 
viving of their fpirits ; now what thefc are to fuch perfons, that and much 
more is Chrift to his church. R. David Kimcbi 1 relates out of Midrafh Cba- 
zitby that Abraham y the father of the faithful is there compared to myrrh; 
the words are thefe; as myrrh is the chief of all fpices* fo Abraham, our fa¬ 
ther* is the chief of all the righteous \ as he that gathers myrrh has his bands* 
made bitter therewitb y fo Abraham, our father y embittered bimfelf ; as myrrh 
does not fend forth its fmell , but in the light , fo Abraham our father , did not 
make known bis good works y but in the furnace of fire \ but Chrift, who -was 
the objeft of Abraham's faith and joy, may be much better, and rtOfe bpdy 
compared thereunto, which I lhall now eonfidex. Andy 

\ft y Chrift may be compared to myrrh, if we regard *ho nature and pro* 
perties of it it being, i. An excellent fjjfrict, and one of the moft precious 
and principal fpices; it is reckoned among the chief fpices, Cb. iv. 14. and 
as fuch Mofes is ordered tifc ufe it in the anointing oyl, Exod. xxx. 23. Chrift 
is the cbiefeft among ten tboufands* and exceeding precious to every believer, 
in hisr perfon, office and grace; there’s none among the angels in heaven, or 
Hunts on earth, fo deferable to them as he is nor none who deferves to have 
the pre-eminence in , and over all things , as he does ; feeing he Is the imago of the 
mkfible God, and the firft bom of every iroaturo. 2. It is very odorous, it is 
enktedfocect fmelling myrrh* Ch. v. 5. and the church is fid to be perfumed 

with 

* Solin. polyhifl, c. 46. J In lib. Shoralh. rad. “110. 
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with it, Ch. ill. 6. Chrifl:, in his perfon, facrifice, and righteoufnefs, is of 
a fweet fmelling favpur, both to God and believers, as has been ftewji on 
ver. 12. Believers’ fmell a fweet imell in all his offices, characters and rela¬ 
tions v he is in all thefe as a bundle of myrrh, exceeding delightful to them. 
3. Yet it is fomewhat bitter in tafte, it is guftu leniter amara , as Pliny ra ob¬ 
serves ; which may be expreffive, i. Of the fufferings of Chrifl: ; which, 
though they were grateful, and of a fweet fmelling favour to God, for it 
pleafed the Lord to bruife him *, here was not only voluntas Dei , the will of God, 
but here was alfo voluptas Dei, the pleafure of God ; yet they were bitter 
to Chrifl, witnefs his agonies in the garden, his forrows on the crofs, and 
the fpittings, bufferings, fcourgings, and revilings of his enemies •, his head 
being crown’d with thorns, and his hands and feet pierced with nails ; being 
forfaken by his God, and by his friends, could not be grateful and pleafant 
to him ; but though thefe were fo bitter to Chrifl, yet like myrrh, how fweet 
and odorous is a crucified Chrifl to believers! they defire to know none but 
Chrijl , and him crucified \ the bitter cup, which he drank, is the ground of 
their joy and triumph ; his death and fufferings are the foundation of their 
comfort, and which only can fecure them againfl the fears of hell and 
wrath ; ’tis this which embitters fin unto them ; fin never appears more 
odious than in the glafs of Chrift’s fufferings; and they never mourn for it 
in a better and truer fenfe, than when they look upon him y .whom they. have, 
pierced \ repentance is a tear that drops from faith’s eye,, and is never more 
evangelic than when faith views a fin-bearing, and fin-atoning faviour •, now 
from the fufferings of Chrifl, or from a crucified Chrifl, diflil and drop 
down the fweet fwelling myrrh of fpiritual bleffings, as juftification,. fanfti- 
fication, adoption, pardon of fin, peace, reconciliation,, and a right to eternal 
glory ; all which come to us through the blood, fufferings and death of a 
crucified Jefus. (2.) The myrrh, being bitter in tafle, though fweet in 
fmell, may ffiew, that the crofs goes along with Chrifl; for as Luther fays, 
Chrifiianus eft Crucianus y a Chriflian is a crofs bearer j it is required of every 
one that will follow Chrift, that he take up the crofs, .for he that would wear 
the crown, muff bear the crofsand he who would have the fweet, mufl 
have the bitter indeed, the Chriflian generally has his lhare. of afflic¬ 
tions, croffes and trials in this life. The paffover lamb was eaten with bit¬ 
ter herbs, to fhew,. that he that will live godly in Chrift Jefus , muft fuffer per¬ 
fection j yet fo fweet is Chrifl, this bundle of. myrrb y to believers, and com¬ 
munion with him, under all afflictions, fo delightful, that they would not 
be without him, though they might be freed from them ; this tree of life 
fweetens ,tfiefe bitter waters of Marahs. they have peace in him, when in the 
world* they haye tribulations they are contented with, and rejoice in their, 
portion, and are willing to have the bitter, .fo they may but have the fweet; 
for thefe bitter afflictions and tribulations,which they endure for Chrift’s 
fake, diftil and drop down fome precious gums of faith, patience, expe¬ 
rience and hope ; fee Rom, v. 3, 4, 5.. 

2 dly y Chrift may be compared to*-myrrh, for the ufe that has been made 
of it* x, It being; very valuable, and highly efteemed of, was ufed in gifts 

and 
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and prefents to great perfons •, thus we find it in the prefent that Jacob 
made to his fon unknown, then governor of Egypt , Gen. xliii. ir. and it 
was part of that which the wiTe men of the Eaft brought to Chrift at his in¬ 
carnation, Mat . ii. ii. Chrift is the great gift of God's grace to Tinners, 
and an unfpeakable one he is, which does not go alone, for with him he freely 
gives all things: When God gave Chrift, he gave a manifeft proof of his 
greatnefs and goodnefs \ he gave like himfelf, and what was fuitable to 
us finners; a favour which we neither deferved, defired norexpedted. O 
boundlefs grace! amazing love! 2. It was Ufed, and was a principal ingre¬ 
dient in the anointing oil; fee Exod . xxx. 23. and may fignify that oil of 
gladticfsy which Chrift is anointed with above his fellows , which being poured 
upon his head, in its fulnefs, runs down to all his members, like the oil on 
Aaron' s head, which ran down to the fkirts of his garments ; for it is from 
him that we receive that anointing which teacheth all things . 3. The JtaEte , 

which is the gum that drops from the mvrrh tree, was ufed in the fweet 
incenfe ; fee Exod. xxx . 34. and may reprelent the interceflion of Chrift, who 
ftands at the golden altar , with a golden cenfer in his hand, to offer up the 
prayers of all his people, which he perfumes with his much incenfe ; which 
is exceeding grateful and odorous, like fweet fmelling myrrh unto the faints. 
4, It was ufed to render perfons comely and acceptable in the eyes of others ; 
thus Efther, and the reft of the maidens, were purified and prepared with oil of 
myrrh, for their admiflion into the prefence of king Ahafuerus. Efth. ii. 12. 
it is in Chrift the beloved, > that faints only are accepted with God, being clothed 
with thofe garments of his, which fmell of myrrh, aloes and cqffia : Thus 
they have liberty of accefs into God's prefence now, and fhall have a ready 
admittance into his kingdom and glory hereafter. 5. It was ufed in the 
embalming of dead bodies, being ufeful to keep them from putrefaction and 
corruption; for this purpofe Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and 
aloes to preferve the body of Jefus, John xix. 39, 40. an intereft in Chrift, 
this bundle of myrrh, and an application of him to our fouls, will fecure us 
from going down into the pit of corruption , and will eternally fave us from 
perilhing; nothing fafer and better than to have this in our bofoms, without 
which, finners, dead in trefpajfes andfins, will ftink, rot and putrify. 6. It 
is very ufeful in n healing wounds and ulcers. Chrift is the great phyfician 
that heals all the difeafes of his people, freely, perfectly, and infallibly, 
which he does in an uncommon ana unufual way; he performs his cures by 
his blood and ftripes; his blood is a panacea, a fovereign medicine for all 
difeafes, and by his ftripes we are healed, Ifa. liii. 5. 

idly, Chrift may be compared to a bundle of myrrh . 1. To denote the 

abundance of the fpiritual odours of divine grace in him, he is full of grace 
and truth , as man and mediator ; for it bath pleafed the father , that aH ful¬ 
nefs Jhould dwell in him *, which is communicated to believers, as they ftand 
in need of; who fometimes receive fuch large meafures of it, that they can 
fay, the grace of our Lord is exceeding abundant in them; Chrift is a bundle 
of myrrh unto them; they have large views of his love, and fweet commu- 
3 nications 

* Femel. method, med, 1 . 6. c. 14, 15- 
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picatiorts of his grace, 2. Tolhew the fecurity of this grace in Chrift ; our life 
is fure in Chrift’s hands, being bound, up in the bundle of life with the Lord our 
Cody with all the mercies and blefiings of it, both for time and eternity; 
therefore they are called the fure mercies of David, being hid with Chrift in 
God, fo that they can never be taken away from us. 3; To fhew the infe- 
parablenefs of Chrifl: and his grace; Chrift and the bleffings of his grace ne¬ 
ver go feparatev where God gives his fon, he gives all things with him; 
and where a foul enjoys Chrift, he poffeffes all things; peace, pardon, righte- 
oufnefs and life are all in Chrift ; and the believer is bleffed with all fpiritual 
bleJfmgSy in heavenly places in him. 

Now Chrift is not fo to all perfons, only to them that believe he is precious , 
and to none but them ; Chrift is a bundle of myrrh to none but his church 
my beloved is unto me y &c. which fhows not only the ftrength of her affec¬ 
tion to Chrift, the value that fhe had for him, and the delight fhe took in 
him ; but alfo a particular application of him by faith, to her own foul; 
which-i9 alfo expreffed in the following verfe, my beloved is unto me as a clujier 
of camphirey &c. 

III. In thefe words we have alfo the entertainment which fhe refolves to - 
give him; he Jhall lie all night betwixt my breafts: Wherein is to be coniidered, 
ijly The place fhe appoints him, betwixt her breafts . 2 dly. How long fhe 

would have him lie there, all night . And, 3 dly 9 For what ends and purpofes. 

ift 9 The place allotted Chrift, by the church, is, betwixt her breafts. R . 
Aben Ezra underftands by them the two cherubim, or themidft of the camp 
of Ifrael ; R . Sol. ftarchi^ the two bars of the ark 0 ; but it would be much 
better to underftand them either of the two Teftamerits, the old and new, 
which are both full of Chrift, where he is to be found, and does abide; or 
elfe of the two ordinances of the gofpel, baptifm, and the Lord’s fupper, 
which may be called the church’s breafts of confolation ; fee Ch. iv. 5. in thefe 
ordinances Chrift fhews himfelf, and grants his prefence to his people: or ra¬ 
ther by Chrift’s lying betwixt her breaftsy is meant his dwelling in her heart 
by faith, than which, nothing is more defirable to the faints; they have no 
better room than their own hearts, and therefore are defirous that he would 
lodge there; as Chrift lays them in his bofom to teftify his love to them, fo 
they would have him dwell in their hearts, to teftify their love to him ; and 
a wonderful condefcenfion it is in Chrift, who is the high and lofty one , that 
inhabiteth eternity to cake up with fuch a refidence as this. So R. Aljhecb 
explains the phrafe betwixt her breaftsy of being in her heart, 

2 dlyy The time fhe mentions, is all night ; by which may be meant the 
night of.affji&ion, temptation, (Ac. it being in Chrift alone,. that fhe could 
meet with any relief or comfort, under fuch difpenfations; or elfe it means 
that fhe would have him with her, not as a ftranger, fojourner, or gueft, for 
a fhort time, but would have him dwell in her heart, lie in her bofom, and 
grant her intimate communion with himfelf, all the night of this life, until 
the everlafting day of glory breaks: Communion with Chrift here is fre¬ 
quently interrupted,, which the church had a large experience of, ta her 
grief and forrow; and therefore fhe defires to enjoy it without interrup¬ 
tion. 

? Fid. Yalkut in loc. 
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$dly t The ends and purpofes for which (he was defirous that he lhoiild lie 
all night betwixt her breads, were, i. For ornament} fweet lowers itt the 
bofom are ornamental, and are placed there often for that purpofe. Chrift, 
the rofc of Sharon, and the lily of the v allies y being carried in the hand of faith, 
or in the bofom of love, exceedingly adorns the believer. 2. For‘delight, 
pleafure and refrelhment; nofegays are carried in the bofom, to delight* the 
eye and refrelh the fpirits. Nothing more delightful to the eye of fafch thin 
Chrift *, and nothing more favory and of a Tweeter fmell to a believer* than 
his perfon, blood, and righteoufnefs; the moft delightful and fweet (fuelling 
flowers fall fhort of exprefling Chrift’s beauty and favour. 3. That (h 6 might 
always have him in her eye, mind and memory ; i perforts out of fight are 
too apt to be forgotten, even our dcareft friends and bdft enjoyments: The 
church had, no doubt, fome experience of this, and therefore to remedy it, 
ftie would have Chrift, this bundle of myrrh , always in her bofom, and in 
her fight, to contemplate upon, and wonder at} as the Pfalmijl did, * who 
•lays, Pfal . xvi. 8. I have fet the Lord always before toe. 4. That Jhe might 
keep him fafe ; thus perfons often put things into their bofoms, which thty 
would not lofe} lhe had often loft a fight of Chrift, and been without an en¬ 
joyment of his prefence, which had given her a great deal of uneafinds 5 and 
for the future, was therefore refolved to be more careful in keeping him, and 
for that reafon would have him lie in her bofom. « 5. To (how her Angular 
value for Chrift, and her inviolable chaftity to him ; (he fees him <n the 
higheft place, and gives him the beft entertainment; (he gives him admit¬ 
tance where fhe would allow none elfe; he y and none but he fhall lie all night 
betwixt my breajls ; thefe were inacceflible to any but to Chrift. 

Ver. 14. My beloved is unto me as a cluflcr of camphire y in the vine¬ 
yards of Engedi. 

+ 

T HE church having had fuch fweet communion with Chrift, at his table, 
ver . 12. which excited and drew forth her grace into exercife, enters in¬ 
to a commendation of him, ver. 13. and finding fo much fweetnefs in him, 
fhe fcarcely knew what was excellent enough to compare him to, that there¬ 
by fhe might exprefs his excellency in himfelf, his ufefulnefs to her, and that 
delight and pleafure which lhe took in him ; having declared that he was a 
bundle of myrrh to her, which (he defired might always have a place in her bo- 
fom, (he does, in thefe words, compare him to a etujler of camphire. 

I. She gives him the fame title or character as before; my beloved. 

II. Says, that he was, to her, as a clufter of camphire in the vineyards of 
Engedi. 

I. She gives the fame title or charafter to Chrift here, which fhe had in 
the former verfe, my beloved ; which teaches us, 1. That Chrift being once 
the believer’s beloved, is always fo ; he has always an intereft in Chrift, and 
can never lofe it; *tis true, he may not always have the manifeftations of 

3 Chrift’s 
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ehri&'stevi, feyf hi has always aw mifreft is him, as his h§l@vii j f§F r§-- 
ihifl| mftpmtt him frm the kve §f Qbr$. §.■ This fhews, lhal h§p feiih 
m him. ana her }§vg fgwafds him, ftill gRRtiflwd ? ihefa grag@s arg $§- 

ver feparate ; fthey are implanted in the heart at one and the fame time y they 
grow up and increafe together, faith works by love \ they continue together, 
and can never be loft ; they are not indeed always alike in exercife, but they 
are always in being ; but here they were in exercife as before, and rather in- 
creafed, whilft ftie was contemplating and commending her beloved’s excel¬ 
lencies. 3. From hence it appears, that ihe was not aihamed of Chrift under 
this character, and therefore Ihe repeats it, and indeed, flie had no reafon ; 
for hex maker was her bujband, the Lord of hefts is his name, the God of the 
whole earth fhall he be called ; he had more reafon to be afhamed of 'her. Hie 
being a poor, finful and defpicable creature in herfelf, and he the creator of 
all things, and the holy one of Ifrael ; and indeed, ftie was fo far from being 
afhamed of Chrift as her beloved, that flie took a pleafure in looking on him, 
and converfing with him as fuch. 4. Her repeating it Ihews not only the 
vehemence of her love to him, but alfo the Angular efteem that flie had for 
him ; that he was her beloved, and none elfe ; that Ihe chofe, approved of, 
and valued him above all others; he was to ‘her the chief eft among ten thou- 
fands , and preferable to all other beloveds. 

II. She compares him to a clufter of camphire in the vineyards of Engedi: 
it is fo me what puzzling and perplexing to interpreters, to know what this 
copher y which is tranflated camphire , was. 

Firfty It is, by the Septuagint y rendred Cyprus , by which is meant either 
the ifland fo called, of which we read, Atts xi. 19, 20. andxxvii. 4. and then 
we muft underftand, by a clufter of Cyprus , a clufter of the grapes of thofe 
vines which grew in Cyprus , which were the beft and largeft vines, as a Pliny 
obferves; and thefe being faid to be in the vineyards of Engedi , mean either 
thofe vines that were brought from Cyprus , perhaps, in Solomon's time, and 

{ )lanted in the vineyards of Engedi ; or elfe, fome of the beft vines in the 
and of Canaan , which were much like to thofe in Cyprus: The land of Ca¬ 
naan was very fruitful of vines, and fome of the beft fort, which bore very 
large clufters; fuch an one was that which was carried by two men, upon a 
ftaff, who were fent by Mofes to fpy the land, Numb, xiii. 23, 24. in me¬ 
mory of which, the place from whence it was taken was called EJhcol y . the 
fame word that, in this text, is rendred a clufter ; and it is highly probable, 
that thofe vines, which grew in the vineyards of Engedi , were the beft of all: 
R. SoL Jarchi relates, out of the Agadah , b that thefe vineyards brought forth 
fruit four .or five’times in a year, and R. Aljhech, fays feven times?.' Now*’ 
Chrift may be compared to a clufter pf grapes, which grew in thefe vine¬ 
yards; he compares himfelf to a vine, John xv. r. and therefore may be 
very-well compared to a clufter of grapes that grew upon the vine. And 
that, * - -*J ... ; . « 

ift » For the number of berries that there are in a clufter of them. 1. In 
Chrift is a clufter of divine and human perfeftions ; in him dwelleth all the 

fulnefs 

* Nat. hift. 1 . 14. c. j. b Vid. Yalkut Inloc. 
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fulnefs of the Godhead bodily \ every divine perfettion is to be found in him ; 
eternity, immutability, omnii’cience, omniprefence, omnipotence, &c. are, 
as it were in a clufter, in him: and as all divine, fo all human perfeftions 
are in him; for he is perfeftly man, as well as perfectly God •, he is God 
manifejt in the fiefh \ he was made in all things like unto us, fin only excepted,, 
which is the greateft imperfe&ion of human nature. 2. In Chrift is a clufter 
of all fpiritual graces ; he is full of grace and truth \ he is full of grace to com¬ 
municate to others, as mediator •, and has all grace habitually in his human na¬ 
ture, God having not given the fpirit by meafure to him *, for he is anointed 
zaith the oil of gladntfs above his fellows *, a clufter of the graces of the fpirit, 
which are in the human nature of Chrift, may be feen in Ifa . xi. 1, 2, 3. 
The Jews ufed to call fuch men who had all excellencies and vertues in them, 
E/bcolotby clufters ; hence they have a faying, c that after the death 
of Jofe Ben Joezer, a man of Tzereda, and Jofe Ben Jochanan, a man of Je- 
rufalem, the clufters ceafed , according to Mic. vii. 1. and fay they, d what is 
SlDKW EJhcoU a clufter? why, fay they, it is 13 bsntP IJh fhehaccol 
boy a man that has all things him, i. e. that has all vertues, a perfeft know¬ 
ledge of the law, &c. Now Chrift is fuch a clufter that has all moral and fpi¬ 
ritual perfe&ions in him ; all vertues and every grace are cluftered together in 
him. 3. In Chrift is a clufter of all fpiritual bleflings; all the blefiings of 
the everlafting covenant are in his hands, and at his difpofe; and faints are 
blejfed with all fpiritual blejfmgs in heavenly places in him ; he is the believer’s 
wifdomy rigbteoufnefs, fanfiification and redemption ; there is not a mercy we 
want, but is in him, or a blefling we enjoy, but what we have received from 
him j he is the believer’s all in all . 4. In Chrift is a clufter of exceeding great 
and precious promifeSy all fuited to the various cafes of God’s children, and to 
advance his glory; for in him are all thepromifes y yea , and in him 9 Amen y to 
the glory of God by us \ and thefe look like a clufter of grapes growing in the 
vineyards of Engedi. 

2 dlyy Chrift may be compared to a clufter of grapes for the abundance ef 
juice that is in them. 1. The clufter is fqueezed and prefled,, that the juice 
may be obtained ; fo Chrift was wounded for our tranfgreJfions y and bruifed for 
our iniquities , under the fevere ftrokes of juftice, and preffure of his father’s 
Wrath t for it pleafed the Lord to bruife him , and all this for our good, that 
©ur fins might be expiated, our fouls comforted, and perfons accepted with 
God. 2. The juice fqueezed out of this clufter may denote the blood of 
Chrift and the efficacy of it; which being Jhedfor the remijjion of Jin , perfeft- 
ly procured it, it cleanfetb from all Jin , and purgeth the confcience from dead 
workSy and has an influence in our juftification, and in every other blefling of 
gface. 3. As the wine, which is the blood of the grape* is of a chearing* 
and refrefhing nature, fo is acrucified Chrift to a poor finner ; that there are 
falvation, righteoufnefc, peace and pardon through his blood, for the chief 
of Tinners, is a reviving cordial to thofe that fee themfelves fo, and the bed 

and 
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and moft acceptable news that they can hear of; this is more cheating and 
refrelhing than the choiceft wine. Or elfe. 

By Cyprus , is meant the Cyprus tree * which grew upon the banks of the 
Me, and at Afcalon in Judea , and very probably, in the vineyards of En - 
gedt, here mentioned, as it did alfo in the ifland of Cyprus , from whence, 
perhaps it had its Name. The word Copber is ufed in the Mifna f and tran- 
llated Cyprus \ and Maimon and Bartenora 8 fay, it is the fame which in Arabic 
is called fOnbtf > the Cyprus , and refer to this place v and obferve, that there 
are fome that fay it is the fpice called the dove. And, i. h The feed of it is 
much like a coriander feed, which the manna alfo refembled, Numb . xi. 7. 
which was typical of Chrift, who is called the hidden manna , Rev. ii. 17. 
being exceeding fweet, delightful, pleafant, and nourifliing to believers. 
2. * The flower of this Cyprus tree is of a white colour, and a fweet fmell; anrd 
may denote the purity of Chrift’s nature, and the innocence and holinefs of 
his life, who in both appeared to be holy , harmlefs and undefiled \ as alfo the 
fweet fragrancy of his perfon, blood, facrifjceand righteoufnefs. 3. k The leaves 
thereof are good for the healing of ulcers} £s?c. So the leaves of the tree of life, 
which is Jefus Chrift:, are faid to be for the healing of the nations, i. e. for the 
healing of their fpiritual maladies and difeafes. 4. An excellent 1 oil was 
made out of it, and of this with other things was made an ointment, which, 
by Pliny , is called the royal ointment . Chrift is by the holy fpirit anointed 
above meafure, with the oil of gladnefs, and is poffeft of thofe good ointments , 
which are exceeding favoury ; and from him do faints receive that anointing , 
which teacheth all things. 

Secondly, Some m think that the Cyperus or Cypirus, of which Pliny writes, 
Mr. 21. c. 18. is here meant, which is a kind of rufli, or fword grafs, is of 
a lWeet fmell, and has bulbous roots, to which *tis thought the allufion is here 
made. ^And, i.The fmell of it, as Pliny , in the place before cited, writes, 
is much like that of fpikenard ; and for the fame reafons that Chrift may be 
compared to the fpikenard, in ver. 12. may he be compared to the Cyperus 
here. 2. The fmell of it, as the fame Naturalifl obferves, makes men ve - 
getiores & firmiores, more lively and ftrong, adtive and robuft : In Chrift is 
all a believer’s ftrength, and from him they receive frefli fupplies of it; and 
the more they exercife faith on him, the ftronger they are; fo that,« though 
they are poor weak creatures in themfelves, yet they can do all things through 
Chrift, which firengtheneth them. 3. The root of it, as is obferved by the 
fame author, is good againft the bitings of ferpents, efpecially fcorpions. 
Chrift, who is the root of Jefle, was typified by the brazen ferpent, which 
Mofes , by a divine command, eredted upon a pole, that every Ifraelite that 
was bitten by the fiery ferpents, might look to it and have a cure. Chrift 
was lifted up on the crofs, and now is in the gofpel, that whofoever looks 
unto him, may live and not perilh; {tt.Johnm. 14, 15. he is a fovereign 
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and infallible remedy again# the bitings of thofe fiery ferpents within, our 
own fins and corruptions, and of that old ferpent without, the Devil. 

Thirdly, Other* have thought, that a clutter of dates, the fruit of the 
palm tree, is here intended, which is the opinion ol R. Abcn Ezra, and other 
Jewifh writers ; and indeed, Engedi , as is manifeft from Pliny, n was famous 
for thofe fort of trees, as was Jericho, which is therefore called the city of >tbe 
palm-trees, Deut. xxxiy. 3. and it is very probable, that Engedi was tilled 
Hazzazon Tamar, as it is 2 Chron . xx. 2. for the lame reafon : alfo the 0 fruit 
of this tree grows in clutters, and is very fweet and lofcious, and may be ex- 
prefiive of Chrift, and ;the fruits of divine graefc, which fouls receive in 
cltilters from him, and are exceeding fweet to their tafte. * 

Fourthly, Others thir*k, and jparticqlarly Sanffius, thai the balfam tree is 
here intended, ^hich oply p grew in the land of Judea ; this place, Engedi, * 
was remarkably famous* bbth far that and palm-trees; from this tree drop’d 
the precious balfam, which was hf a fweet fmell, and of an healing nature * 
to which Chrift may be vfcry well compared, Who ifc the great and only phy- 
fician of fouls, whofe blood'-is a bimam for every fore* and has a vertue to 
cure every difeafe. V > t; ' 

Fifthly, The word Copher is, .by our tranflatori, render’d camphite \' and 
fo it is by Pagnine* David de Pomci, sand others; which' r is of a fweet fmeljh is a 
very good remedy againft the rpaih^and aches of the head, a reviver ©f the fpi- 
rits, and refrelhenof the brain ; and if intended here, may be expreftive of that 
fweet confolation 4 ^nd divine refrefliment which believers enjoy, refolding 
from views of acceptance in Chrift’s perfon, pardon-through his blood, and 
juftification by hfa tfghteoufnefs: though what we call camphire feems tibr to 
be known to the. ancients, nor does it grow in Clutters ; but is the tear or 
gum, or Something of a refinous nature, which drops from an Indian'tree. 

Sixthly, Thqr^ is one thing more to be remarked, and that is, that the fie- 
bzfty Vford T 03 Gopher fignifies an atonement or propitiation ; andforhay 
yety .well be applied to Chrift, who is the propitiation for our fins, and has 
made full atonerp ef rt for them, by the blood of his ctofs. Biftiop Patrick • 
9j)fervesi thpt the ancient Hebrew dodtors, by dividing the firft word 
EJhcoL, a cltifter , found out the myftery of the Meffiab, in thefe wdpdfc ; and 

S nfider them as if they were read thus, nflO *73 WtH'JJh col cophePi'Anp he - 
led is unto me the man that propitiates or expiates all things , i. e. dll fins and 
tr^ngrefiions. In the Talmud 1 it is explained, 44 he, wholb all things are, has 
aypned for my iniquity.’* Boththe Targum wfr A-'Sctl. Jarcbi carry it 
in the fenfe of atonement, though not as made by th tMeffiab: But it is cer¬ 
tain, that the great atonement fociiivwas to be, and is complexly made by 
the Lprd Jefus Chrift, the true Mefliah, in which appeared 1 a clutter of all 
the divine perfections, ftiinfagirt equal glory y here grace and merty, jiiftice 
and holinefs* Ufutkand faithiulnd&, w fviwedy join'd and harmoniz’d together *' 

whereby 
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whereby alfo a clutter of divine bleffings was .procured and eternally fecured 
to*all his redeemed ones \ fuch as peace, pardon, juftification, (Sc . all which 
are fweet and comfortable, and fill them with unfpeakable joy and pleafure. 


Ver. 15. Behold thou art fair , my love: Behold , thou art fair , thou 
haft doves eyes . 

T HE church having fpoken in the three former verfes of the glory, ex¬ 
cellency and fweetnefs which lhe faw and experienced in Chrift *, he 
reaffumes his part in this vetfe* and fets off the fairnefs and beauty of the 
church: In which, 

I. Is a general affertion, that lhe is fair \ Behold thou art fair , my love t Be¬ 
hold thou art fair . 

II. A particular inftance of her beauty given ; thou haft doves (yes. 

1 *' ' 

I. Here is a general affertiou of her fairnefs y in which we have, ift 9 The 
thing afferted, that fheis fair . zdly 9 An ecce'fa heboid prefixed to it ; behold 
thou art fair . 3 dly, A loving ch^fter given, "tny[ love. 4 thly^ The after- 

tion repeated. • ■ • ' i '*. ’ “ ,> x ! • 

jft 9 The general affertion 1s 1 , that lhe is fair + 9 not on the'aecfeun’t of her 
good works, or any righteoufnefs performed by her, which is as filthy rags 9 
and art unclean thing 9 as the Targutn and R. Sol . Jar chi interpret’it y but on 
the account of her being clothed -with Chrift*s righteoufneft, : waflied J in his 
blood, and fandtififcd by his fpirit, as has been Ihewn on Ver. 5. 

ctdly 9 To this general affertion is prefixed an ecce 9 a behold *, which is fome- 
times, i. A note of attention; and may be here defigned to ftir her tip more 
ferioufly to conftder her own beauty, which fhe*had in and from him: Believers 
are too apt to keep their eyes upon their blacknefs, fins and imperfeftions, 
which fills them with forrow, weakens their faith, and inclines them to diffi¬ 
dence and though a confidefation of this is fometimes neceffary for the 
humbling of our fouls, and the magnifying of divine grace y yet we ihould 
not have our eyes fo fixed upon thefe things, as to be unmindful of, and not 
Fegard our perfection, compleatnfcfs, beauty and comelinefs we have in Chrift, 
who is both our fanftification and our rightcoufobfe? • 2. It is fometimes a note 
of admiration : Chrift here, fetting forth the greatnefs and excellency of the 
church’s beauty, is introduced wondering at that comelinefs which he himfelf 
had put upon her, ftie being in his eyes, the fainft among women \ and much 
more reafon have we to wonder at it, that we, who are by nature children of 
wrath y whofe natures are corrupted and depraved, who are both by adtual 
and original fitly‘black, uncomely and deformed, yet are now fair and 
beautiful in Chrift, through his blood and righteoiifnefs; that we who were 
clothed with thd r^gsof Tifij are now arrayed with the fun of righteoufnefs \ 
that we who wete caft out into the open fold; to the loathing of our pefjbns 9 in 
the dry that We 'were born , yet now fhould bexlothed with raiment of fine 
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linen y Jtlk , and broiderei work, and be adorned with bracelets, chains, jewels» 
and earings - f O ftupendous grace ! aftonifhing love ! 4. It is fometimes a 
note of afieveration \ and may be fo ufed here, to affure her of the truth of 
what he afferted concerning her. Believers are very apt to call in queftion 
their fairncis and compleatnefs in Chrid, and to indulge tin-ir.-elves in fears, 
doubts, and unbelief about it, efpecially when they confider how full they are 
of imperfections, fins and fpots * in the view of which the arc very hardly 
brought to believe, that they are all fair y and there is no fpot in :hem. Ckrift 
therefore to remove his Church's doubts and fears, banifli her unbelief, and 
Jlrengthen her faith, ufes this way of fpeaking. 

Chrid gives his church here a very afFe&ionate title, my love , which 
has been already confidered and explained on ver, 9. and is here mentioned 
,again, to let her know, that lhe was (till the objeCt of his love, pleafure and 
delight; that his love towards her was great, ftrong, lading and unchange¬ 
able ; as alfo how much his heart was ravidied with her. 

4 tbly, This affertion of Chrid’s, refpeCting the church’s beauty, is repeat¬ 
ed, behold thou art fair ; which repetition is, 1. To diew the exceeding great- 
nefs of it •, lhe was fair t fair , i. e. exceeding fair; no fuch beauty to be found 
in any, as in Chrid, he’s fairer than the children of men \ and next to him is 
the church •, die’s the faireft among women \ it is a fuperlative, furpafling and 
excelling beauty that fhe is poffeffed of. 2. It being repeated, lhews the 
reality of it •, this is inward and real, and not merely outward or painted ; 
outward favour is deceitful , and natural beauty is vain ; but fuch is not the 
church’s, which is fupernatural, fpiritual, glorious and perfect. 3. It mani- 
Feds the great value and edeem which Chrid has for her, and her beauty, 
and how much he defired it j none fo beautiful in his fight as fhe is •, nor any 
beauty fo defirable to him as her’s 5 his thoughts are fixed upon, his eyes 
are fweetly delighted, and his heart furprizingly and divinely ravifhed with 
it; therefore he repeats it here, and elfewhere, again and again in this fong. 
4. It is repeated to (hew that fhe was both inwardly and outwardly fair ; fhe 
was fair, both with refpeft to judification and fanftification. 

II. He gives a particular indance of her beauty, thou haft doves eyes ; by 
which may be meant, either, 

ift y The miniders of the gofpel $ who are that to Chrid's body, the church, 
as eyes are to an human body ; and what Job fays of himfelf, may, with as 
much judnefs, be applied to them ; I was ^ fays he. Job xxix. 15. eyes to the 
blind , and feet was I to the lame\ and the apoftle feems to intimate this in 
1 Cor. xii. 16, 17—21. Jtfowthefe may be called the church’s eyes. 1. Be- 
caufe as the eyes are placed in the eminent part of the body, fo are miniders 
fet in the highed pod and place in the church ; and therefore are faid, 

1 Theft v. 12. to be over others in the Lord ; and it is neceffary and proper- 
that they fhould be fo, as it is, that the eyes fhould be in the head. 2. As 
the eyes are fet there to watch and obferve, led any hurt comes to the body, 
fo miniders of the gofpel are placed in the church for much the fame pur- 
pofe; for this reafon they are frequently called watchmen , and their bufinefs 
reprefented to be a watching for or over the fouls of men committed to their. 

1 care. 
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care, and to give them warning and notice of any danger that is like to be- 
fal them ; of which we have inltances, both in the Old and New Teftament; 
fee Ifa. lii. 8. and Ixii. 6. Ezek . xxxiii. 7, 8, 9. Heb. xiii. 17. 2 Tim. 

iv. 5. 3. They may be called the churches eyes, becaufe they pry, fearch 

into, and make a difcovery of gofpel truths to others •, for which reafon they 
are called the light of the worlds and more efpecially are the lights of the 
church ; they are the ftars which (Thrift holds in his right-hand, and makes 
ufe of to hold forth the word of life , and light to others ; they fhine not in their 
own but in a borrowed light ; they receive all from (Thrift ; they would not 
be capable of looking into and dilcovering the precious truths of the gofpel, 
nor be able to fhew to others the way of falvation, did not the fpirit of truth 
cJnywu, go before, lead the way, and guide into all truth . 4- As the eyes 

obferve, order and direft the members of the body in their feveral aftionsV 
fo the minifters of the gofpel being appointed infpeftors and overfeers, ob- 
' ferve the life and conventions of the members of the church ; and if any 
thing diforderly appears, in a proper way correft, admonifh, and reprove 
them for it; they make it their bulinefs to teach the whole church all things 
which Chrift has commanded, to guide, direft and inftruft them how to be¬ 
have themfelves in their whole walk and converfation, both in the church 
and towards them that are without. 

Now, thefe eyes of the chureh may be very fitly compared to doves . 1. 

For clearnefs and perfpicuity; a the eyes of doves are clear and fharp fighted, 
fo are minifters to fearch and penetrate into gofpel truths ; ’tis with much 
more clearnefs they behold, and plainnefs they deliver gofpel truths now, than 
they could under the legal difpenfation; and there’s a time coming, when 
they fhall do it with much greater evidence and perfpicuity, when the watch¬ 
men fhall fee eye -to eye ; though in this imperfeft ftate we know but in party 
and prophefy but in party and fee through a glafs darkly , in comparifon of 
that light and evidence, in which thofe glorious truths fhall appear to all be¬ 
lievers in another world. 2. For their fincerity and fimplicity ; when Chrift 
fent forth his difciples to preach the gofpel, he bid them be wife as ferpents y 
and harmlefs as doves: Thofe who are his faithful minifters, aft with all fim¬ 
plicity and godly fincerity, and dare not, as many y corrupt the word of God y 
but as of fincerityy but as of God , in the fight of God y fpeak they in Chrift ; 
they ufe no artful methods to conceal their principles, and bring off perfons 
from the plain truths of the gofpel into a reception of erroneous doftrines; 
but they are fuch who have renounced the bidden things of difhonefty y not 
walking in craftinefs y nor handling the word of God deceitfully ; but by mani - 
feftation of the truths commending themfelves to every rftan's confidence in the- 
fight of God: They are exceeding careful and jealous, left fouls, who are 
under their care, and are made their charge, Ihould by any means be cor - 
tupted from the fimplicity that is in Chrift . 3. For bringing'; in the olive leaf of 
the gofpel; Noah's dove brought an olive leaf in its ’mouth, which was an in¬ 
dication that the waters- of the flood were abated : The minifters olP the gofpel' 
being the good tidings of good things •, they publtjh falvation by Chrift, and 

v bring; 
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bring the news of peace end pardon by hit blood, juftlfketlen by hit righte* 
oufneft, lift’ through hii death, and acceptance in his perfon. 4. For thofe 
dove-Uku gifu of the fpirit. with which they m endowed,, and by which 
they are qualified for that work, which they are called unto * there are 
diverfuies of them, of which one and the fame fpirit is the author * and 
chefe being given unto them, nuke them able minijlers of the new Tejla- 
ment\ fo that they become both uieful and beautiful. The Jews a interpret 
thole eyes of the Sanhedrim. Or elie, 

idly, By the church’s eyes may be meant the eyes of her underfunding being 
enlightened by the fpirit of God, and more efpecially the eye of faith, by 
which a foul takes a view of Chrift’s glory, fulnefs and. fuitablenefs, and 
looks unto him alone for life and falvation *, which may be compared to doves 
eyes . 1. For the clearnefs and perfpicuity of it; the dove, as has been al¬ 

ready obferved, is a quick and lharp fighted creature \ the eye of faith pe¬ 
netrates into thofe things within the vail % brings diftant things near, and 
makes unfeen things manifeft unto the foul for it is the fubjlance of things 
hoped for, and the evidence of things not feen : The things which the eye of 
nature and carnal reafon could never take cognizance of, are obferved by 
faith, whofe objeft is an unfeen Chrift, and the invifible things of another 
world, which eye hath not feen , nor ear heard\ 2. For its finglenefs and 

fimplicity in looking only to Chrift ; the dove is an b exceeding chafte 
and loving creature to its mate : The eyes of doves look only to their 
mates, to whom they keep an inviolable chaftity. Faith looks only to 
Chrift, and nothing elie; it looks only to his perfon for acceptance with 
God, and not either to its duties or its graces ; it looks only to Chrift’s 
righteoufnefs for juftification, and not to its own works, whether they be 
moral or evangelical, works done before or after converfion ; it looks only 
to his blood for pardon and cleanfing, and not to its tears of humiliation 
and repentance ; it looks not to its frames, or grace received, for its fupply 
and fupport, but to an all-fuffitient and inexhauftible fulnefs of grace in 
Chrift: Now this is the pure, tingle and chafte look of faith, which is fo 
pleafant and delightful to Chrift Jefus. 3. For finding out and feeding upon 
the pure and wholfome do&rines of the gofpel j c the dove Angles out and 
feeds upon only pure feed and grain, and rejefts all other, as not being 
agreeable and proper food : fo a believing foul cannot feed and live upon 
any thing •, he cannot live upon hulks, which Twins eat, but upon the whol - ' 
fame words of our Lord Jefus Chrift \ any food will not do, none but the bread 
of life , and the hidden manna: It is the earneft defire of fuch a foul, that 
the life which he lives in the^fiefh, might be by the faith of the fon of God • 
he would always live on Chrift and with Chrift, and cannot be fatisfied with 
any thing Ihort of him ; for having once tafted that the Lord is gracious , he 
evermore defires this bread, 4-r For the exceeding beautifulnefs of it in Chrift’s 
eye as the eyes of doves-are beautiful and delightful, fo is this eye of faith 
to Chrift; his heart is even rayiflied with it; thou haft ravifhed my heart , fays 

he, 
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he, in Cb. iv. 9. with one of thine eyes. Chrift’s eyes, For the beauty and glo- 
ry of them, are faid to be in Ch. v. 12. as the eyes of doves , By the rivers of 
water , wajhed with milk*, andfitly fet y and fo are the church’s, here ; nothing 
more beautiful than the eye of faith. 5. For the meeknefs and humility of 
it; doves eyes are meek and humble, not fiery, fierce and furious, as fome 
creatures; nor proud and lofty, as others. Faith is a low and humble 
grace, it takes nothing to itfelf, but afcribes all the glory to Chrift ; it ren¬ 
ders the difpofition of a foul pofieft of it, mild and meek, not fierce and 
cruel, for faith works by love: A fiery temper, and a furious difpofition do 
not become a believer ; nor is it either excited or encouraged by faith ; which 
promotes a meek, humble and lowly fpirit, of which Chrift, the object of faith, 
is the beft example, who fays; learn of me , for lam meek and lowly in heart \ 
who checks the furious, and refifts the proud, but takes delight and pleafure 
in the humble foul, whofe eyes are up unto him alone. 


. Ver. 1 6 . Behold thou art fair , my beloved , yea, pleafant: Alfo our 
bed is green . 

T H E church having heard her own praifes in the former verfe, and being 
confcious to herfelf of her fins and infirmities, and that what beauty 
was in her, came from him; file, as it were, breaks in upon his difcourfe, 
and afcribes it all to him ; and it is as if fhe fhould fay, Doft thou fay that I 
am fair ? thou only art eminently, efientialtyy and originally fo ; for all the 
beauty which I am pofieft of, as it is by way of eminency in thee, fo it is 
derived from thee ; therefore the praife of it is not due to me, but to thyfelf, 
to whom be all the glory. In thefe words, 

I. The fame thing is afierted by the church, concerning Chrift, which 
he had afierted concerning her in the former verfe ; behold thou art 
fair y my beloved. 

II. An addition to it; yea, pleafant . 

III. That their bed, which belonged in common to them both, was green. 

I. The fame thing is here aflerted by the church concerning Chrift, which 
he had aflerted concerning her, and that much in the fame manner. For, 

1 ft. The title which fhe gave her, is, my love ■, and that which fhe here 
gives him, is my beloved: They feem, not only in thefe two verfes, but in¬ 
deed throughout the whole fong, to be as it were ftriving to out-do each 
other in their mutual expreflions of love s but this title has been already ex¬ 
plained, on ver 13. 

idly. She aflerts of this beloved of her’s in the very fame words, that he 
is fair fhe returns it to him, to whom fhe judged it more properly be¬ 
long’d; whofe beauty is natural and eflential, her’s not fo; his original and 
underived, but her’s derived from him •, his infinite, inconceivable, inex- 
preffible and tranfcending all others, but her’s of an inferior nature. Now 

P. her 
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hd returning.the fap?e coflxmepdation back to Chrift, fljows not only chat 
fhe look'd ott her beapty as far inferior to Chrift’s, and not to be mentioned 
with it; as allb, tliat it was derived from him, and that if Ihe was, in any 
fenfe, comely , it was through that cometinefs which he had put upon her ; 
but likewife it (hews her modefty and humility, as well as the nature of 
true faith, which gives all the glory of what the foul is, or has, to Chrift: 
and his grace ; its ufual and common language is, not /, but the grace of 
Go.i which was with me , and it is by the grace of God I am what I am. 
Now Chrift may be faid to be fair. 

iji y As he is man ; and fo he is, both in body and foul; that body which 
was prepared him by the father, and which was in an unfpeakable and fur- 
prizing manner conceived in the virgin’s womb, by the power of the Holy 
Ghoft, as it was free from fin, fo was, no doubt, free from all the blemifties 
and defefts of nature ; and in this fenfe, as well as in fome other, may he be 
faid to be fairer than the children of Adam ; and more efpecially, he was 
fo at his transfiguration, when bis face did Jhine as the fun> and his raiment was 
white as the light ; though, what with forrows and fuflferings, with tears, 
duft, fweat and blood, bis vifage was marred more than any man> and his 
form more than the fons of men ; yet now being raifed from the dead, and 
exalted at his father’s right hand, is beautiful and glorious; for that fame hu¬ 
man nature, which here below was the ridicule of men, is now the wonder of 
angels * that head which was crowned with thorns, is now crowned with glory 
and honour ; and that face which was fpit upon, will be the delightful ob¬ 
ject of the faints evcrlafting vifion, after the refurreftion morn; when, with 
their bodily eyes, they fhall gaze on the glory of Chrift’s human nature, 
whom they Jhall fee for themfelves, and not another: In lhort, Chrift’s glo¬ 
rious human body will then be the pattern and exemplar, to which our 
bodies fhall then be fafliioned and made like. Moreover, as he is fair in 
his human body, fo likewife in his foul ; the powers and faculties of which, 
aft in an agreeable order, nothing being mifplaced, nor any diforder in the 
whole frame and contexture of it, being free from all fin, and full of every 
grace: Holinefs here appears in its beauty, and knowledge, and wifdom in 
their perfeftion; all which were tnanifeft and evident throughout the whole 
of his life : In fhort, the whole human nature had an immeafurable unftion 
of the holy fpirit, on the account of which he is faid to be fairer than 
others *, he was anointed with the oil of gladnefs above bis fellows \ grace 
was poured plentifully into his lips , from whence it freely drop’d like Jweet 
fmelling myrrh. 

2 dly^ He may be faid to be fair, as God-man and. mediator, which I fup- 
pofe is chiefly defigned Here; for as fuch, this branch of the Lord is ex¬ 
ceeding beautiful and glorious in the eyes of believers: For, i. The glory 
of all the divine perfections are refplendent in him; as fuch, he’s the bright- 
nefs of his father’s glory , and the exprefs image of his perfon \ all God’s Crea-i 
tures, works and aftions, (hew forth the glory of his perfections in fome 
meafure, but they are no where fo clearly difcemed, nor fp glorioufly dis¬ 
play’d as they are in the perfon and office of Chrifty as mediator; for the 

i : “ . ' light 
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-light of the knowledge of the glory of God , is given us J in the face or perfoa 
0/ Jefus Chrift ; and a glorious, delightful and ravifliing fight it is to a be¬ 
liever. 2. There’s a mediatorial glory which he’s poffeft of, which makes 
him look exceeding fair and beautiful; this is what was given him before 
the world began, when he firft enter’d into covenant with his father, be¬ 
came our furety, and was fet up as the mediator of God's eledt; which, 
when he had finiflied his work, he defired might be given to him, that is, 
might be more clearly manifefted, and a greater difplay of it given to the 
world, and is what fhall fted the eyes of his faints with wonder and pleafure, 
to all eternity; this is what Chrift defires that they may be with him for, 
namely, to behold his glory *, for then, indeed, fhall they fee him as he is > 
now, in the glafs of the gofpel, faints behold a great deal of the glory of 
Chrift Jefus, which gives them much pleafure and delight; but this is but 
little in comparifon of what they fhall be everlaftingly indulged with. 3. Chrift 
appears with much fairrefs and beauty to believers, as he is poffeft of all 
grace; this was the glorious and foul ravifhing fight, which the Evangelijt 
John , together with others, had of him, which he takes notice of, faying, 
John i. 14. we beheld his glory , the glory as of the only begotten of the father , 
full of grace and truth *, and what makes it ftill more delightful, is, that all 
this grace is treafured up in him for them, that they, from his fulnefs , may 
receive , and grace for grace *, there's every thing in him that fouls want, and 
every thing they want they may have from him ; for he is of God made unto 
us wifdotn , righteoufnefsy fanftification and redemption ; which confideration 
muft needs render him very lair, beautiful and delightful in the believer’s 
eye. 4. Chrift is fair in believers eyes, in all he is 1 unto them, or has done 
and fuffered for them ; their fouls are delighted in the views of him, as their 
prophet to teach and inftrutt them, whofe lips are like lilies , dropping fweet 
fmelling myrrh of gofpel doftrines, counfels, and promifes *, as their prieft, 
who, by his aftive and paflive obedience, has made full fatisfaftion to the 
righteous law, an atonement for their fins by his blood, and is now inter¬ 
ceding for them in heaven *, and therefore his bands are as gold rings fet with the 
beryls and his legs as pillars of marble , fet upon fockets of fine gold ; and as their 
king to rule, govern, proteft and defend them, whofe head is as the moft 
fine goldy his locks are bu/hy 9 and black as a raven: Moreover, he is exceed¬ 
ing fair and beautiful in their eyes,, confidered in all the relations he bears to 
them*, as he is their indulgent father, their tender hufband, Ipving bro¬ 
ther, and faithful friend $ and fo he is to them, in all that he has done and 
fuffered for them : It is an exceeding delightful fight to view him undertak¬ 
ing their caufe, efpoufing their perfons, affuming their nature, bleeding and 
dying in their room and ftead, rifing again as a viftorious conqueror, fitting 
at God's right hand, where he ever lives to make interceflion for tranf- 
greffors. 

%dlyy The fame word behold is prefixed by her to this commendation, as 
was to the other by him ; as wondering at that beauty lhe faw in him, and 
that one fo fair Ihould take any notice of her ; and being affefted with his 
glory herfelf, fhe ftirs up others to a contemplation of }t \ for all have rea- 
1 Q 2 fon, 
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fon, upon >vicw theccpf, to fay, bow great is bis goodnefis* and bow great 
is bis beauty? Zech.ix. 17. 

II. She not only aflerts the fame of hup,' as he had done of her, but alfo 
makes an addition to his character, faying, behold thou art fair , ^<0 pleafant: 
This fhlows the exceeding great value and efteem that Ihe had for him, and 
that flhe found it difficult to find words fully expreflive of his excellency ; and 
indeed, all words fall ffiort of exprefling his worth; ftie was not contented with 
the former commendation of him, and therefore adds another word, ftriving, 
as it were, to exceed him in her commendations : They were not mere word* 
of compliment ihe ufed, for her heart and affections went along with them ; 
nay, fhe laboured under a difficulty of finding out words, apt, ftrong and 
full enough to exprefs the real and juft fentiments of her mind concerning 
him : and therefore, as flie thought qijq word was not enough, Ihe adds 
another, yea pleafant. 1. The perfon of Chrift is fo to a believer : He looks 
pleafantly upon believers with an eye of Jove and grace; bis eyes are as the 
eyes of doves by the rivers of water , wafted with milky and fitly fet upon them ; 
he don’t look upon them in a frqwijing, furious and angry manner, but as 
having the greateft refpeft for, and taking the greateft dejigjn in them; and 
whilft they are enabled by faith to view him with love in his heart, and fmiles 
in his countenance, their fouls are filled with an unjvprfa) pleafure ; for: if it 
is a pleafant thing for the eyes to behold the fun, in the firmament, it is much 
more pleafant to behold the fun of righteou/nefs, arifiog with healing w his 
wings ; to fee our acceptance in his perfon, pardon through his blood, jullifi- 
cation by his righteoufnefs^ reconciliation with God through his atoning; f«*ri- 
fice, and every needful fqpply. of grace from his infinite fulnefs;.Q how 
pleafant mull Chrift . fie fo a belieyer under all thefe fwejet confideratioh&l 
2. Chrift’s covenant and promifes ^re exceeding pleafant to them* "What 
can be a more delightful fight, tfiap fp view Chrift as the mediator, forety 
and mefienger of the ,covenant of grape, to fee all the bleflingp, and the. ex¬ 
ceeding great and precioyf prettfifes .,qf it, all fecured in his hands; as alfo 
their intereft in it ancj in him as their cpvenant head ? fo that they can fa,y as> 
David did, 2 Satn.ytiL lii. 5. although my houfe be not fowith God\ yet he bathe, 
made with me an everlqfiingcovenant t ordered in all things , and fur e: For tbit, 
is all thy falvation and all my deftrey although he make it not .to grow V kia 
this will give fatisfaftion and content, under all the trouble^ and eweifts of 
life, and fortify againft the fears qf death. 3. Thedofirines of Chrift, arc 
pleafant to believers : Pleafant words are as an boney r wwb t fweet to the foul t 
and health to the bonfs .; uich are the wbolfome words af our Lord Jefusy the- 
doCtrines of the everlafting gofpel; thefe are fweeter, to a believer’s tafia 
than the honey , or the honey-comb v they are falutary and nourilhing, and , 
therefore valued by him more than his neceffary food % \ he often, with Jeremy^ 
finds thefe words and eats them, and they are unto him the joy and rejoicing 
of his heart . 4. The ordinances of Chrift are pleafant tQ them : The com¬ 
mands of Chrift are far from being grievousy his yoke is eafy 9 and his burden 
fight all his tabernacles are amiable aqtf lovely, his ways are ways of pleafant r 
nefs % and his paths are pathv °f PWt i .efpccially whpn they enjoy his pre- 
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fence, have communion with him, and are affifted by his fpirit in an at¬ 
tendance on them. 5. Chrift’s company and converfation are exceeding 
pleafant and dekftable; no fellowihip like fellowjhip. with the father, and 
with his fon Jefus Chrift ; this is the believer’s peculiar privilege, his foie 
delight, and the matter of his glorying •, no prefence like the prefence of 
Chrift, in whofe prefence is fulnefs of joy, and at whofe right hand are plea - 
fares for evermore communion with angels, and fellowihip .with faints, mult 
needs be very pleafant and delightful to believers, but riot to be compared 
with the enjoyment of his prefence, who is the head of angels, and the king 
of faints \ this is the faints comfort here, and will be their eternal happinel's 
hereafter. 

III. Having thus given this great and glorious commendation of her be¬ 
loved, Ihe alTerts that their bed, which was common to them, and which made 
for the glory of them both, was green, alfo our bed is green j where we are to 
confider, 1 ft. What this bed is. 2 dly, whole it is. And, %dly. What is 

laid of it. : ; 

iy?. It- will be proper to enquire what is meant by tnis led. R. Sol.. 
Jarcbi obferves, that the tabernacle and temple were called fo *, and for this 
purpofe cites Cant . iii. 7. 2 Kings xi* 2, 3. and fo it is explained in Talkut. 
‘Tbeodorrt • thinks, that the ftriptures are here intended, which are oftentimes 
the inftrumental means of begetting fouls to Chrift •, f ttjam. i. 18. 1 Pet . 

i. 23. But it feems better to underftand it of the church itfelf, and,the feat 
of it; where Chrift and believers comfortably fell together, enjoy fweet fel¬ 
lowihip and communion with each other; and where many fouls'ar^,begot¬ 
ten and barn again ; for of Zion itjjhallbe faid, this and that man 'was bom 
in her . ' , 

2dly ,.Whofe bed this is ; lhe calls it our bed, which denotes a mutual pro¬ 
priety and intereft that Chrift and believers have in the cljurch ; 5 tis y^hac the 
father has given him, which he has purchafed with his blood, and is the au*. 
thor and. maker of ; behold his bed, which is SolomonV.; this he has tfepfe. for 
his reft, folace and refrefliment, faying,, this is my reft. for. ever,, far# will I 
dwell. Moreover, it is the bed which believers .have.a right to, and there?-. 
fore are admitted to all the privileges of it; hei*e they^enjoy the plftfefits 
and company of Chrift 1 their beloved ; thfey have an Writer eft, in him*, ther£- 
fore the apoftle fays, if Chrift be .ours, all things are ours. - ./ ; , r:j r 

3 dly. It is faid of this bed, that it is green, i. e. tfouriftiing and fruitful-j fo 
the word is ufed in Dan. iv. 4. Pfal. Iii. 8. and xxxvii. 35, and founds either, 
1. The fruitfulnefs of the faints in grace and holinefs, who being planted in 
the bvufe of the Lord, flourifb in the courts of our God } as trees of righteouJhefs % ■ 
which are filled and laden with the fruits thereof; which is owing ; to-the re- 
frelhing dews and influences of divine grace. Or elfe, 2 . The numerous in*- 
creafeof converts in dfie church ; and fo the Ifargum and R. Sol. Janbij 
plain it; and it play be an allufion to a cuftom ufed In the Eaftern nations 
irf ft rowing the nujiial bed with green leaves and flowersAnd with the. 
Latines , torus a bed is fo called from tortis herttis, * From herbs writhed and 

twifted 

* In Sand, in lot. * iidor, origimffii, 1, io; c. k 
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twifted together and put under the (boulders of thofc chat lay on them » and‘ 
it Was ulual to ftrow them with green herbs, grafs, and leaves of trees c . A 
numerous increafe of converts, which makes the bed, tti< church, Jook fo 
green and flourifhing, was frequently promifed and prophccied , f in the Oid 
Teflament; and had a glorious fulfilment in the firft dawn of the goJpel, 
when three thoufand fouls were converted under one fermon ; and will be 
glorioufly and compleatly fulfilled in the latter day, when the church ihall 
lay, the place is too ftrait for me, give place to me that I may dwell. 

Ver. 17. 5 The beams of our houfe are cedar , and our rafters of fir. 

T HESE are either the words of Chrift inviting the church into their 
houfe, which was fo firmly and delightfully built; or elfe the words of 
the church continuing the praife of Chrilt, and all that were about him, or 
belonged unto him; or rather they are the words of the bride and bride¬ 
groom, and the virgins, her companions, all joining together in a chorus y 
to let forth the glory and excellency of the churcn : In which may be con- 
fidered, 

I. What is meant by this houfe, which they feem to have a common in- 
tereft in, and therefore cal it our bouje. 

II. What thofe beams are, which are faid to be cedar. 

III. What thofe rafters are, which are faid to be oi fir.' 

I. I Ihall confider what is meant by the houfe , whofe beams are cedar> and. 
whofe rafters are of fir R . Sol. Jarchi underftands it of the tabernacle, the 
glory and praife of which, he thinks, is here fet forth; and fo the Tar- 
gum refers it to the temple, built by Solomon , but yet acknowledges that that 
which Ihall be built in the days of the king Meffiab, (hall be much more glo¬ 
rious and beautiful; but it is much better to underftand it, either, 

ift, Of our houfe , which is from heaven , d which faints know, that after 
their diffolution, they Ihall enter into. The word in the Hebrew is in the 
plural number, our boufes ; and fo may intend thofe many manfions which are 
in thrift's father's boufe, preparing by him for all his people, for their eyer- 
lafting entertainment; and the beams and rafters of thefe houfes, being of 
cedar and fir , which are trees of a fweet fmell, and durable nature, may re- 
prrfent that fulnefs of joy, and thofe delightful pleafures which are in Chrift'% 
professes, and at bis right-band for evermore: It (hews that this houfe is not 
made with bands, but eternal in the heavens*, that thefe habitations , which 
Chrift has prepared for them, and will bring them into, are everlafting ; 
and that that inheritance, which they are born heirs unto, and fhall cer¬ 
tainly enjoy, is incorruptible, undefiled, and fadetb not away . Now if we fup- 
pofe thefe to be the words of Chrift, his defign then feems to be, by com¬ 
mending the endlefs joys and neverceafmg pleafures of the faints above, to 
raife the affections, and quicken the defires of his church, after the enjoy¬ 
ment 

•* Alllorph, d« leOis veterum, c. 1. p. 8, 9, 10. d So Cocceius in loc. 
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ment of the fame, that they with him may enter the nuptial chamber, and 
fpend an eternity in everlafting communion with each other: But if they are 
the words of the church, then they feem to intimate the comfortable views 
Ihe had of the heavenly joys, and her intereft in them ; fhe knew that when 
this earthly houfe was diffolved, lhe had an houfe not made with hands y firmly 
built and delightfully furnifhed, which fhe fhould have admittance into, and 
which is eternal in the heavens \ as alfo, the earned defires of her foul to be 
there •, fhe faw this houfe afar of, what a goodly firufture it was, what foul 
ravifhing delights it was filled with, therefore longed to be within the walls 
of it, and groaned earneftly y being burdened with a body of fin and death, defining 
to be clothed upon with her houfe, which is from heaven ; likewife lhe feems to 
fpeak of this houfe with the utmod thankfulnefs to her Lord and Spoufe* 
and adoration of his grace, that had provided fo convenient! and delightful an 
habitation for her. Or elfe, 

2 dly, By this houfe may be meant the church of God here below, which 
feems mod agreeable ; for fo it is called in i "Tim. iii. 15. where the apodle 
promifes timothy toindruft him, how he fhould behave himfelf in the houfe of 
God, which fays he, is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of 
the truth ; and fo believers are faid to be Chrift’s houfe, in Heb . iii. 6. but 
Chrift, as a fon over his own houfey whofe houfe are we, if we hold fajl the 
confidencey and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end . Now the church 
may be faid to be Chrift's houfe. 1. Becaufe it is of his building: The 
miniders of the gofpel are indruments in building up his church ; but 
he’s the great mader builder •, the materials of this building are lively Jlones, 
which are the faints ; but he himfelf is both the foundation and the cor¬ 
ner ftone ; ’tis upon this rock he builds his churchy and the gates of hell Jhall 
not be able to prevail againfl it . 2. Having built it, he dwells in it, and 

makes it the place of his refidence: The church is the habitation of all 
the three perfons, and particularly of Jefus Chrid. Saints are built up for an 
habitation of God through the fpirity they are the temples of the Holy Ghojl, and 
in their hearts Chrift dwells by faith : The church is the habitation of his holi - 
nefsy and the place where his honour dwelleth , here he delights to be y and 
condefcends to (hew himfelf ; here fouls may expert to find him and enjoy 
his prefence, for he has promifed to be here until the end of time. 3. Here 
he eats, feeds and feads with his people ; ’tis not an empty houfe he keeps,, 
but having built it, he furnithes it withfuitable prOvifions, which are called 
the goodnefs and fatnefs of his houfe ; here he makes a feajl of fat things , a feaft 
of wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow y of wines on the lees well re¬ 
fined . This is his banqueting houfey into which he brings his people, and fups 
with them, and they with him. 4 Here he takes his red with the church, his 
bride; this , fays he, is my-reft for eveir': Here will I dwell, for 1have defir ect 
it\ here he folaces himfelf, and takes the utmod delight and pleaftite.; as. 
houfes are not only to feed in, ■ but to-reft in; fo this fife does Chrift nlake 
of his church. 5. Here he lays up his treafure, and-whar he efteenis Iiis 
portion, and the chief part of his riches; for the Lord's portion is his. people, 
Jacob is the lot of his inheritance 5 the faints are h'is jewels and 1 peculiar trea¬ 
sure, and theft he-brings into and preftrves fafe in his houfe below, until he 

“ removes 
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removes then*-into his houfe above. 6. As his houfe, he fills, repairs and 
beautifies ic at pleafure; he fills it with members, and thefe he fills with 
gifts and grace fuitable to their places in this houfe, for he is .afeendtd to fill 
all things when any breaches arc made he makes them up ; when it,is fallen 
to decay, he repairs it, by bringing in a large number of converts, and beauti¬ 
fy s this heufe of his glory with his own prefence. 7. He is the mafber of it, 
and manages all the affairs of it ; the key of it is in lus hai^ls, ;.nd the govern- 
aunt of it upon his Jlsoulders \ he's fob ting and ruler .here* he enacts jaws, 
demands obedience tq them, and places : officers here to fee them put in exe¬ 
cution *, he's the high, priejl over this, heufe of God, and tranfadts all affairs 
between God and his people * he's the great prophet that teaches and in- 
iliuds them ; the careful hufband and indulgent father that provides all for 
diems in Ihort, of him the whole family in heaven and earth 4 s named » fo. 
that the church may be very well called (Thrift's houfe. 

But then this houfe is faid to be,the church’s alfo ; the beams of our houfe , 
&c. Saints are the,materials of this houfe ; Chri/l is the builder, the founda¬ 
tion and the corner ftone ; but they are the lively fonts which are laid on this 
foundation, and fo are built up a fpiritual houfe > an holy priefthood, to offer, 
up fpiritual facrifices, acceptable to God by Jefus Chrfi- s they have a right to k 
and are in the enjoyment of all the privileges of-thi? houfe; they ar % fellow ci - • 
tizens with the faints, and of the houfhold of God j hej*e they are born and 
brought up, have their food and education i thy daughters fhall be purfed at ► 
thy fide , II a. lx. 4. here they dwell, reft, feed, feaft,; and enjoy fwcom¬ 
munion with Chrift Jefus; and therefore they may fay, as David did, PfaL 
lxxxiv. 4. bleffed are they that dvsell in thy houfe, they will be fill praiftng thee ; 
as they have a great deal of reafon fo to do. 

Alfo the word being in the plural number, and render’d our houfes , may in¬ 
tend the particular churches of Chrift, wjiich are all his houfes, where he 
dwells ; his golden candlefticks , among whom he walks, which hold forth the 
word of light and life to others *, and his gardens, where he delights to be, 
eating thofe pleafant fruits , and feeding among thofe lilies , which grow there; 
tor though there is but one general offembly and church of the frft borxt, which 
are written in heaven , yet there are many particular churches and congrega¬ 
tions of faints here on earth. 

II. The beams of this houfe are faid to be of cedar: By cedar bows we are 
not to underftand angels, who encamp about, protect and bear up the faints, 
and are minifiring fpirits to them, which is the opinion of b fome 5 but ra¬ 
ther the c minifters of the golpel, who may be called pillars in (Thrift's houfe, 
as fames, Cephas and John were; who by their exemplary lives, favoury 
dodtrines,, and undaunted courage, add much ftrength and glory to the church 
of Chrift; as by rafters afterwards may be meant weaker believers, who 
have all their proper places, work and ufefulnefs in the houfe of God: or 
die, by cedar beams may be meant in general, the faints and people of God, 
which are all beams and pillars in this houfe, and ferve to fupport it 5 for be¬ 
ing fitly framed together, they grow up unto an holy temple in the Z#rd 5 and 
being Joined and cemented to each other in faith and love, they worlbip the 

Lord 

! Foliot. in loc. f So Alcuin and others in loc. 




Ver. i ; 7# S O N O of S 0 : N G S. 105 

Lord with one /boulder, or with oneconfent ; andthefe are compared to cedars 
inferipture; fee PfaL xcii. 12. Numb.xx\v. 5, 6. and may be very well 
compared unto them. f. For the height and tallnefs of them; the cedar- 
tree is a very tall tree, as may be learnt from 2 Kings x\x. 23. Amos ii. 9. 
The faints, though they are mean, abjeft, poor and low, by nature, even 
beggars on the dunghil , yet by divine grace, they are raifed on high, fet among 
princes , and made to inherit the throne of glory ; they are higher than others 
in their gifts and graces, faith, knowledge, and experience, as well as in 
their privileges and attainments ; they are growing up higher ftill in their 
head Chrift Jefus, and are reaching forwards and upwards in their affections 
and defires, in hope of enjoying the prize of the high calling of God in Chrift 
Jefus . 2. For their ftraitnefs and uprightnefs ; for which reafon, perhaps, 

the righteous are faid to grow , not only like the palm-tree , but alfo like the 
cedar in Lebanon ; the faints are upright, both in heart and converfation •, 
they both fpeakand walk uprightly. 3. For its durablenefs; Pliny d aferibes 
even eternity unto it; it will not rot, nor admit any worm into it : the faints 
will endure for ever; for though they have much corruption in them, yet 
they themfelves fhall never corrupt; they have that grace in them which will 
keep them from putrefa&ion, and which will never decay itfelf; for it is an 
incorruptible, immortal, and never dying feed. 4. For the fweet odour 
which it fends forth ; c it is of an excellent fmell; fo are the perfons of the 
faints to God the father, being clothed with the garments of fahation , and 
robe of Chrift’s righteoufnefs, which fmell of myrrh , aloes , and ca/fia ; fo arc 
the graces which are wrought in them by the fpirit to Chrift himfelf ; fee 
Ch . iv. 10. and fo are all their facrifices .of a fweet fmelling favour, being 
offered up in Chrift’s name, and perfumed with the fweet incenfe of his me¬ 
diation. 5. The cedar tree is well rooted, f always green, and the older the 
more fruitful; believers are rooted in Chrift Jefus, fo as all the winds and 
ftorms of fin and temptation cannot tear them up ; they are always green, 
and their leaf doth not wither , becaufe they ar t planted by rivers of water ; 
where being refreflied with continued fupplies of divine grace, they bring 
forth fruit in old age , becaufe the Lord 9 he is upright , he is their rock , and 
there's no unrighteoufnefs in him . 

III. The rafters of this houfe are faid to be of fir . By rafters may be 
meant the ordinances of the gofpel, which are adminiftred in the church, and 
are for the comfort and edification "of it. The Hebrew word here, tranflated 
rafters , is in Gen . xxx. 38, 41. Exod. ii. 16. render’d gutters and troughs of 
water, where Iheep ufed to be water’d; and fome of the * Jewilh writers would 
have it underftood in this fenfe here. R . Aben Ezra obferves, that if it is 
took in this fenfe, then the word render’d fir , lhould fignify marble Jlone , and 
be read thus, our canals are of marble ftotie , Now thefe canals or gutters of 
water are called D*tDm Rehatim h frpm the Chaldee word Om Rehat , which 

fignifies 

4 Lib. 13. c. 5, 13. and 1 . 16. c. 40. e Plin: 1 . 13. c. 3. f Ibid. 1 . 16. c. 21. 

8 R. Aben Ezra in Joe. .R. Jonah in R. David ICimehi, lib. Shorafli., rad, LMT")- David 
dePomis Lex. Heb. rad. On"), and fo the Tigurine verfion renders it. b Vid % Elias 

Levit. Methurgemari, rad. OH"!. , 
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fignifies to raw, becaufe waters run in them. The grace di the fpirrt is Fre¬ 
quently, both in the Old and New Teftament, reprefented by water \ which 
for its purity, and purifying nature, is called clean water*, for its quicken¬ 
ing vertue and efficacy, water of life and living water j and for its plenty 
and abundance, rivers of water: This grace is commonly convey’d and 
communicated to us in the ufe of ordinances *, thefe are the canals or conduit 
pipes in which this water runs, and is brought unto us *, the firft conveyance 
of it is ufually this way •, faith , converfion, and every grace that attends it, 
iome by hearing , and hearing by the word of God \ and as this, lb other ordi¬ 
nances are the means of increafing faith, joy and comfort, and of conveying 
frefh fupplies of grace and ftrength. Chrift’s fulnefs is the fountain, from 
whence all grace fprings*, and his ordinances are the golden pipes , through 
which the golden oil and grace of divine love run and empty themfelves into 
our fouls. Alfo the fame word is tranflated galleries , in Cb. vii. 5. the king is 
held in the galleries. R. David Kimchi fays, that 1 they were buildings in high 
boufes , in which they walked from houfe to boufe , or from one part of the 
houfe to the other; they were fuch as our balconies \ and they may be called 
by this name, becaufe they run along the Tides of houfes ; agreeable to this, 
Junius and Tremellius tranflate it, ambulachra nofir a , our walking places. Now 
the ordinances are the galleries, or walking places, where Chrift and believers 
walk and converfe together; here he grants them fellowfliip with himfelf, 
tells them all his mind, and difclofes the fecrets of his heart unto them : In 
thefe galleries they behold the king in his beauty *, here he fliows them his 
covenant-love and grace, and from hence they take a profpeft of the good 
land that is very far off. But the word may be very well tranflated rafters , 
which are jointed together, and run in each other*, and To the Targum renders 
it, and in this fenfe is the word ufed both in the k Mifnah and in 1 the Mi- 
drafh. Now, as rafters are for the ftrength and fupport of buildings, fo are 
the ordinances to the church of Chrift*, by them oftentimes faints are fup- 
ported and refrefhed ; and whilft they are waiting on Chrift in them, they re¬ 
new their ftrength , they mount up with wings as eagles , they run and are not 
weary , they walk and faint not, as it is promifed to them in Ifa. xl. 31. 

Now thefe rafters are faid to be of fir: The word is only ufed in this place, 
and is fo render’d by Arias Montanus , Pagnine , and others, and is fo under- 
ftood by moft of the * Jewilh writers j the word being by the change of a 
Angle letter, viz. & into J"l* which is ufual in the Chaldee and Syriack lan¬ 
guages, the fame with that which is commonly ufed for the fir 5 and this 0 
Pliny fays, is the beft and ftrongeft wood for roofing or raftering: now thefe 
rafters, the ordinances of the gofpel, may be faid to be of this, becaufe, 1. The 
fir tree is • bilaris afpeEtu , of a pfeafant, chearful and delightful look ; the 
ordinances of the gofpel are exceeding delightful to believers, when they have 
the prefence of Chrift with them, and the communications of his love unto 
them \ then are thofe tabernacles amiable and lovely, wifdom’s ways are then 

ways 

1 In lib. Shoraih* rad. D^H* k A5 cited by R. Sol. Jarchi in loc. 1 In R. 

Darid Kimchi, lib. Shoraih. rad. “ Vid. R. Aben Ezram in ldc. R. David 

Kimchium in lib. Shoiafli. jad. and EliaaLevit. Methurgeman. ^Lib. 16. c. 42. 

• Plin. 1 . 16. c. 10. 
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ways ofpleafantnefs \ their fouls are filled with ioy and pleafure, nothing fo de- 
firable to them as thefe, neither does any thjng give them fuch fatisfa&ion 
and contentment; and therefore with the difripteT they think it is good for 
them to be here , and would always abide under fuch a roof as this, whofe 
rafters are of fir- a. It is a very fhady ttcc*, ? folio .pinmto denfa , ut imbras 
non tranfmittat \ it is fo thick with leaves, that it will not let through fhowerS 
of rain*, the ordinances of Chrift are a delightful {hade under which fouls 
oftentimes fit with pleafure, have much fpiritual confutation and refreshment, 
in which, being protected from the enemies pf their fouls,; they ferve the 
Lord with liberty and enlargement of heart.. It is always green and 
never calls its leaf, and thereforecalled green fir-tree* in&af. xiv. 8. 
Ordinances are thofe green pafiufes* into which the, great fhepherd leads his. 
flieep, and in which he caufes them to lie down_-% which being bleft and 
owned by die fpirit of grace unto, believers, make, them fat and fiattri/bing y 
fruitful in every good work , even in old age* fp that their leaf does wi¬ 
ther in the winter feafon. 

Others think that the Cyprefs tree is here intended* and fo read the words, 
and our rafters or galleries of Cyprefs •* fo the Septuagitit* Vulgate • Latin , and 
and Figurine verfions, David d% Pomis* and others. Now thefe rafters may 
be faid to be of this, becaufe the T Cyprefs wood is very lafling and durable; 
it admits of no worms, it wiji not rot, nor is it fenfible of old age ; which 
may be expreflive of the durabknefs and continuance of gofpekordmances, 
until the fecond coming of Chrift y for as long as Chrift has air koufe on 
earth, thefe Cyprefs rafters will laft, it will never need new roofing as long 
as there is a church there will be thofe ordinances, which are. now in force, 
and will continue fo to the end of time, without any change or alteration 
in them. This wood is aifo of a very 6 pleafant fmell; which may fig- 
nify the delight and pleafure which believers take in ordinances, and how 
grateful they are to them. 

Others think that the brutine tree is meant; fo Ainfwarth* Brightman , 
Junius* and Cocceius j and may be that which Pliny 1 calls Bruta*which fome 
take to be the tree of paradife, and its name is near in found to the Hebrew 
word Brotim here ufed, the Angular of which \%Brot-* which he fays is much 
like the Cyprefs, and of a fmell like cedar y and bring applied to the ordinances 
of the Gofpel may fignify, as before, the durablenefs and delightfiilnefs of 
them ; and now who, but would defire to dwell in-fuch an hqufe, \and under 
fuch a roof as this ? What encouragement is here,, and what an inducement 
fhould this be, to fouls to come into the houfe of the Lord,, and wait upon 
him there, the beams of whofe boufe are cedar* and tb& rafter* of fir ? 
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C H A P. II. 

Ver. i * 1 cm the rofe of Sharon , and the lily of the vallies. 

H ERE begins a new colloquy between Chrift and his church *, in which 
they alternately fet forth the praifes and excellencies of each other, dif- 
cover the ftrength of their mutual affeftion; 1 and exprefs the delight and 
pleafure they take in each others company $ but who begins this colloquy is' 
not fo eafily determined. What is here faidV may be applied either to Chrift 
or the church ; and therefore I fhall confiderthe words in both fenfes. 

Firfty The words may be confidered as the words of the church, exprefling 
the excellency of her grace* lovelinefs and beauty, which fhe had received 
from‘Chrift ; and at the fame time intimating her being expofed in the open 
field and low vallies to many dangers, and enemies *, and therefore tacitly de¬ 
fires his proteftion over her, which he feems to promife in ver . 2. That thefe * 
are the words of the church feems to be the genera! opinion of the a Jewifh 
doftors, and isalfo embraced by fome b Chriftian interpreters. And, 

ifty The church may be compared to the rofe of Sharon. 1. For its beau¬ 
tiful and delightful colour; c no rofe of Sharon can be more beautiful in co¬ 
lour, and delightful to the eye, than the church is in the eyes of Chrift ; as 
Ihe is clothed with his pure and fpotlefs righteoufnefs, adorned with the 
graces of his fpirit, and (landing at his right hand in cloth of gold, be- 
fpangled with the fparkling gems of divine grace, her beauty is ddirable to 
him ; Ihe being, in his eye, the fairejt among women . 2. For its fweet odour ; 
the church, and all believers, are as the fragrant and fweet fmelling rofe ; 
their perfons are fo, as confidered in Chrift, and all their graces, especial¬ 
ly when in exercife; and all their duties and fervices, when performed in 
faith, and perfumed with Chrift’s mediation*, fee Cb. iv. 10. Phil . iv. 18. 
Rev . v. 8. and viii. 3,4. 3. For its delight in d funny places ; it thrives and 

flourilhes the bed there, and has the mod fragrant fmell : Chrift is the fun 
cf righteoufnefs , under whofe warming, comforting and refrefhing beams, 
believers delight to be, and under which their fouls grow, thrive, bloffom 
exceedingly, and bring forth much fruit. 4. For its bloffoming and flourilh- 
5 ng, the defart fhall rejoice and bloffom as the rofe 5 the church may be faid 
to do fo, when there is a large increafe of members, and thefe much in the 
exercife of grace, and fruifuU in every godd work ; then may the church b 6 
faid to be as the bloffoming rofe. 

2 dly, She may be compared to the lily of the vallies ; Ihe is compared to the 
lily among thorns , in the next verfe, and faints are frequently compared to li¬ 
lies in this fong. And, 1. She may be likened to a lily, for the glory, beau¬ 
ty, andfw]tet odour, of it: Chrift, fays. Mat. vi. 29. of the lilies of the 

field, 

* Targmn, R. AbenEzra and Yalkut in loc. Zohar. in Lev. fol. 46. 2. b Ainfwortl^ 

Bn gbt man ; Cotcfcius, Not. T%. m loc. * c Helena for her beduty is called "Polox*** "Eta f a, in 
Tbucrit. Idyl, 18. * Rofa lock apxicis gautfet, eftque odoratior, fun. in loc. 
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field, that Solomon, in all his glory , #0/ array'd like one of thefe ; and for 

the fame reafons that Ihe is compared to the beautiful and fweet fmelling 
rofe, is file likewife to the lily ; which Pliny c fays, rof<e nolilitate proximum 
eji , w in noblenefs or excellency to the rofe. 2. For its whitenefs j there 
are various forts of lilies, and they are of different colours ; fome are of red 
and purple colours, others are white, and it feems to be the white lily which 
is intended herefor this feems beft to exprefs her beauty ; for the red rofe, 
and the white lily, make her look fomewhat like her beloved, white and ruddy , 
a perfect beauty and of the white lily, Pliny fays, f candor ejus eximius , that 
its whitenefs is Jingularly excellent •, the church, and all believers in Chrift, are 
very aptly refembled by the white lily, who are clothed with fine linen , clean 
and white, which is the righteoufnefs of the faints^ wrought out by Chrift, im¬ 
puted by God the father, and laid hold on by faith; this is fo exceeding white, 
that being array’d with it, they are all fair , and there is no fpot in them* 

3. For its fruitfulnefs ; Pliny fays, s nihil eft fecundius, unaradice quinquagenos 
f<epe emittente bulbos ; nothing is more fruitful, for oftentimes one root fends forth 
fifty bulbs and as fruitful are believers, when the fun of righteoufnefs ftiines 
upon them, and Chrift is as the dew unto them ; for then they grow as the 
lily, and caft forth their roots as Lebanon ; their branches fpread , and their 
beauty is as the olive tree. The church brings forth many fouls to Chrift, 
and thefe bring forth much fruit to the glory both of him and his father. 

4. For its height; the lily grows very high ; Pliny fays, h nec ulli florum ex - 
celfitas major, interdiu cubitorum trium *, no flower exceeds it in height, for in the 
day time, i. e. when it erects itfelf, it is three cubits high. Believers are trees 
of righteoufnefs and plants of Chrift’s father’s planting, which . do not run 
along the ground, aad cleave to earthly things, but lift up their heads hear 
ven-wards, and grow up on high in their defires and affeftions, having their 
hearts above, where their treafure is: Believers are like the flowers of the 
lily, open towards heaven, but tout towards the earth. 5. For the weak- 
nefs of its body, and largenefs of its head. Pliny fays 1 of the lily, languido 
femper collo fcf non fujficiente capitis oneri that it has a weak neck or body, 
which is not fufficient to bear the weight of the head: .Chrift is the head of the 
body the churchy and far greater \ he is not fupported by it, but he fupports 
it. The church’s ftrength lies in her head, as Sampfon's did in his locks-, lhe is 
weak in herfelf, but ftrong in Chrift her head, and therefore fays, furely in the 
Lord have 1 righteoufnefs andftrength . 6. The church may be compared not on¬ 
ly to a lily, but to a lily of the vallies. There is a lily which is called Mum 
convallium , the lily of the vallies ; but this feems not fo much to intend the di- 
ftinguilhing name of fome particular lily, as it does the place where it grows. 
And, 1. V allies are low places ; and when the church is called the lily of the val - 
lies, it may be expreflive of the low eftate and condition which {he is fometimes 
in: Believers are Chrift’s myrtle trees , and thefe are fometimes in the bottom. , 
in a low condition ; but he grants his prefence with them, and the difco- 
veries of his love to them ; they are his doves, and they are often like doves 
of the vallies , mourning every one for their iniquity, being humbled and pref- 
fed down in their fouls under a fenfe of fin and unworthinefs they are not 

only 
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only humUe in thcuifelvea, and low in th$ir own eye?, byt we often in th<; 
deeps of afRi&ion, forrow and diftrefs, and out of thefe depths cry onto the 
Lord; itePfal. aexx. i. 2. Lilies that grow in the vallies, are expofed 
to danger; they are liable to be pluck’d by every one that paffes by, to be 
trodden upon and eaten by the beads that feed there, and alfo to, be, rafted 
away, and deftroyed by hafty fhowers of rain, that run from the bills, and 
mountains, down into the vallies, with force and violence : So the church of 
Ghrift here on earth, in her low eftate, is expofed to the rage of her a<Jyer- 
faries, to be trodden under the feet, and tore in pieces by the teeth of thofe 
hills of Baftian, that befet her around , and to be carried away by the flood of 
perfection, which fatan, the old ferpent , cafts out of bis mouth after her . 
Now it is a glorious inftance of God’s mighty grace and power in protecting 
and defending his church, that this lily grows and abides in the vallies not- 
withftanding all this danger. 3. Lilies of the vallies have more moifturc, 
verdure and greennefs in them, than thofe upon the hills and monntains ; be- 
caufe the fun has not that power over them, as R . Sol. Jarchi obferves, to 
fcorch and dry them up, and therefore are much more beautiful and excel¬ 
lent ; fo believers, being planted by rivers of water , are green, flourifhincr 
and fruitful; whilft others look like the heath in the defart , dried and parched 
up. Chrift is to the faints as rivers of water in a dry place , and as the fhadow of 
a great rock in a weary land ; by the one he refreflies them, and makes them 
fruitful •, and by being the other, he (hades from that which would fcorch 
them and make them barren and unfruitful: And thus is the church, the 
lily of the vallies , as well as the rofe of Sharon. But, 

Secondly , The more commonly received opinion is, that thefe words are 
the words of (Thrift ; owning all the glory and praifes the church had given 
him in the former chapter, and fetting forth more largely the beauties and ex¬ 
cellencies of his perfon, the more to affeCl, enamour and ravifli her foul, 
and make her feek and long for him; and indeed it feems bell to under- 
ftand them of Chrift ; for felf condemnation does not fo well agree with the 
church, as with him : What Solomon fays, Prov. xxvii. 2; is worth regard¬ 
ing, let another praife thee % and not thine own mouth ; a ft ranger y and not 
thine own lips ; though it is lawful for the faints to fpeak of their glory, 
beauty and excellency, as confidered in Chrift, in order to magnify the riches 
of his grace, for the inftru&ion and encouragement of others, and in vindi¬ 
cation of themfelves, againft the calumnies of the world, and to obviate their 
miftakes concerning them, as in Ch i. 5. She fays, I am black but comely : 
but her chief province and deligh in this fong, appears to be to fet forth his 
praifes, and not her own ; and indeed, the majefty, and agrqeablenefs of the 
ftile with Chrift’s language in the new Teftament, fuch as, lam the door , 
lam thi good Jhepberd , / am tbe vwe, I am the way , the truth and the life , &c. 
as well as the connexion of the words with the following verfe, as k one well 
obferves, manifeftly befpeak them to be the words of Chrift ; who may vef y 
well be called, 

4 jfl 9 The 
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\ft> The rofe of Sharon, i. Becaufe of it* red colour 5 which may be ex- 
preffive of the truth of hi* humanity, and fignify that he is really and truly 
man, having took part of the fame flefh and bloody that his people are par¬ 
takers of •, as alfo of his bloody fufferings in the fame nature, on the account 
of which, he is faid to be red in bis apparel Likewife, both thefe toge¬ 
ther, the red rofe and the white lily, make up that chara&er which is given 
him, Ch. v. 10. that he is white and ruddy , a compleat beauty, like the 
charming lily and blulhing rofe, fairer than the children of men. 2. He may 
be compared to the rofe for its fweet fmell; and for the fame reafon he is 
compared in the former chapter to fpikenard y myrrhy and cattophire ; his per- 
fon, facrifice, grace and righteoufnefs, have a delightful odour in them \ no 
rofe fmells fo fweet, as Chrift does to a believer. This Sharon rofe refreflies 
them, quickens their fpiritual fenfes, and ravilhes and delights their fouls. 
3. The rofe is of a 1 cooling nature, and therefore ufeful in burning fevers, 
iinflammations, &c. Chrift, by the effufion of his blood, by the oblation of 
himfelf, and by his dying in the room and ftead of Tinners, has appeafed 
and removed his father’s fierce and burning wrath from them ; and it is 
only an application of this Sharon rofe> the perfon, blood and righteoufnefs 
of Chrift, which can cool and comfort the confcience of a finner fet on fire, 
and terrified by the law of God *, the difcoveries of his love and grace can 
only remove thofe dreadful terrors, and fire of divine wrath, which is kindled 
by a fiery law , and cure thofe inflammations raifed thereby. 4. He is called 
the rofe of Sharon for the excellency of it •, the rofes which grew there, per¬ 
haps were the beft of any. Sharon is the name of a fruitful plain or coun¬ 
try where herds and flocks were kept, as appears from 1 Chron . xxvii. 29. 
Ifa. xxxv. 2. and Ixv. 10. This plain or country lay between mount 'Tabor 
and the lake of Tiberias , and thence from Cxfarea to Joppa. Pliny m fays, 
that the rofe does not delight in fat foils, rich clays, or well watered grounds, 
but thrives the beft in poor lean ground \ and that thofe are of the fweeteft 
fmell, which grow in dry places •, for ruderatum agrum amaty it loves rubbijh 
earth . Now fuch dry and rubbilh earth was that which was about Sharon ; for 
we read of fuch a place as inhabited, 1 Chron . v. 16. Aits ix. 35. as the n 
Talmudic doftors affert; who alfo tell us, that thofe who built a brick houfe 
in Sharony had no benefit of the law, mentioned in Deut. xx. 5. becaufe the 
earth thereabout was not fit to make bricks of, nor would houfes made of 
them continue long. Hence they alfo fay, that the high prieft, on the day 
of atonement, pray’d particularly for the Sbaronites> that their houfes might 
not become their graves. Now thefe being the beft and fweeteft rofes which 
grew in this foil, and Chrift being compared to one of them, denotes the 
excellency and preferablenefs of Chrift to all others. 

0 Some think that fome other plant or flower is here intended ; the Tar- 
gum renders it tbeNarciffus or Daffodil *, and the Septuagint tranflate the words 
thus, I am the flower of the fields as do alfo the Vulgate Latin y and Pag- 
nine ; now Chrift may be called fo. 1. K«t by way of eminency, 

as 
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as being the chiefeft and moft excfellett flower in the field i there is no fqch 
flower in the heavenly paradife as he is•, among all the holy, angels and glo¬ 
rified faints, there are none to be compared with him ; and in his garden here 
below, no fuch flower grows as this ; he is the flower, the choieeft, the beft, 
and the moft excellent in the whole field or garden. 2. The flower of the 
field is liable to be plucked up or trodden under feet by beads ; Chrift was 
expofed to the rage and fury of his enemies, thofe ftrong bulls of Bafhan, of 
which he complains, Pfal. xxii. 13, 14. This fweet flower was laid hold on 
by wicked hands, and crop’u; and ftill his precious perfon, blood and righ- 
teoufnefs are flighted, contemned, and trodden under foot by Chriftlefs and 
unconverted Jinners. 3, This may be expreflive of the meannefs of Chrift, 
in the efteem of the world ; a field-flower is little regarded •, Chrift is as a 
root out of a dry ground , and therefore they fay, he hath no form nor comelinefs , 
and vshen we Jhall fee him, there is no beauty that we fhould defire him : Hence 
he is defpifed and rejetted of men , they not knowing the real worth and value 
of this precious flower ; fee Ifa. liii. 2, 3. . 4. The flower of the field is 
not of man’s planting, nor is it raifed by his care and induftry : Chrift was 
conceived in the womb of a virgin, and born of her without the help of 
man ; as the flower of the field, he had no father but his father in heaven, and 
no mother, but the virgin on earth; and fo was Melchizedek' s antitype, 
without father as man, and without mother , as God. 5. The flower of the 
field is open to all; whoever will may come to Chrift for life and falva- 
tion ; there is liberty of accefs to all forts of finners, to come to him and 
partake of his fweetnefs and benefits; he is not a flower in an enclofed gar¬ 
den, that cannot be come at, but (lands in the open field ; every finner that 
labours under a l'enfe of fin, and is heavy laden with the weight and bur¬ 
den of it, may come to him, and not fear a rejedtion from hirti; he is 
not a fountain fealed , but opened to thehoufe of David, and inhabitants of Je- 
rufalem, for fin and for uncle annefs. 

2 dly, Chrift may be very well compared to the lily of the vallies. 1. For 
its whitenefs ; the lily, as has been already obferved, is exceeding white, 
which may intend the purity and holinefs of Chrift, who both in nature and- 
life, is holy , harmlefs, undefiled, and feparate from finners ; he is the lamb 
without blemifh, and without fpot , without the blemifti of original, or fpot of 
adtual fin ; for he never knew it in his nature, nor did he ever commit it 
id his life, either in thought, word, or deed : Or elfe the whitenefs of the 
lily may fignify his eternity; for lb his head and bis hairs are deferibed by 
John , Rev. i. 14. to be white, like wool, as white asfnow ; which reprefents 
him as the ancient of days , and as exifting from everlafting to everlafting. 
2. For its tallnefs ; the lily grows .up very high, as has been taken notice, 
of. Chrift, as mediator, is the rack that is higher than we are ; from whence 
the waters of divine grace flow, to the refrelhment of our fouls, when over* 
whelmed: He is higher lb an the kings of the earth ; nay, he is higher than 
the heavens , and all the angels there; for he is fet far above all principality 
and power , and might , and dominion, and every name that is named , not only 
in this world , but alfo in that which is to come, Eph. i. 21. 3, For its fruit- 

4 fulnels ; 
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fulnefs •, the lily is very fruitful, as has been before obferved. Chrift is 
filled with all the fruits of rigbteoufnefs y and is pofleft of all the bleflings of 
grace ; he is like a tree richly laden with fruit, and therefore is compared to 
an apple tree, in ver. 3. all the church’s fruit and fruitfulnefs come from him ; 
he is the green fir tree , from whom all her fruit is found . 4. He may be 
compared to the lily for its excellency and glory ; it being the next flower to 
the rofe, and which is preferred by Chrift, to the glory of Solomon. Chrift 
is the brightnefs of his father’s glory , is now, in our nature, crowned with 
' glory and honour , and will Ihortly appear in bis own glory , and in the glory of 
bis father, and of the holy angels . 5. He may be faid to be th'e lily of the 
vallies , becaufe of his wonderful humility and condefcenfion, in alluming 
our nature, fuffering in our ftead, and in humbling himfelf unto the death of 
the crofs for us ; his whole life was one continued feries of humility, as was 
his death an undeniable inftance of it; Chrift here on earth did not appear as 
the lofty cedar, but as the lowly lily, and that not of the mountains, but of 
the vallies ; and it is with humble fouls he delights to dwell ; for though he 
is the high and lofty one , in his divine nature, yet he condefcends to dwell 
with fuch who are of a n bumble and of a contrite fpirit. 

Ver, a. As the lily among thorns , Jo is my love among the daughters . 

T HOUGH it may not be fo evident whofe are the former words, whe¬ 
ther Chrift’s or the church’s, yet thefe manifeftly appear to be his \ 
and if we take the preceding verfe as the words of the church, then we may 
confider this as the words of Chrift, either owning and confirming what Ihe 
had faid of herfelf in it 5 as that ftie was indeed the moft beautiful of all the 
rofes and lilies which grew in fields and vallies, and that all others were but 
like thorns and briers, when compared to her ; and alfo, at the fame time 
that he owns and commends her beauty, puts her in mind of her prellnt 
ftate and condition, in this life, as being attended with affliftions, forrows, 
and fufferings: Or elfe the words may be regarded as the a anfwer of Chrift 
to her complaint in the former verfe, where flie fays, that Ihe was indeed the 
blulhing rofe and charming lily, but then Ihe was as the rofe and lily in the 
open fields and vallies, liable to be pluck’d by every one that palfed by, and to 
be devoured or trodden under feet by the beafts of the field ; to this Chrift 
replies here, by owning it all to be true, and promifing thathe will keep and 
preferve herfafe in the midft of her enemies, as the lily among thorns ; nay, 
that her very enemies ftiould be her proteftion, thefe thorns fhould be as an 
hedge about her. But if we take the former verfe to be the words of Chrift, 
which feems moft agreeable, then we afe to confider thefe as his alfo ; who 
having in the former verfe fet forth his own beauties and excellencies, which was 
proper to be done in the firft place, does in this fet forth his church’s ; in 
which may be obferved, 

I. What 

* yid. R. Aben Ezram and Brightman jn loc. 
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I. What* he Compares her to; a lily among thorns. 

II. The Title which he gives her, my love ; which difeovers his regard un¬ 
to her, and affeftion lor her. 

III. Her excellency and preferablenefs to all others in his efteem. 

I. The church is here compared,: by Chrift, to a lily among thorns . The* 
Targum renders it the rcfe % and fo it is in b Zohar ; and that this is intended^ 
home ftrenuoufly contend for, which, and not? the lily, they fay, grows 
among thorns : Amfwortb would have what we call the woodbind, or honey 
fuckle here meant, which grows in hedges ; and indeed this is fometimes 
called Ulium inter Jpinas y the lily among thorns c •, to which the church may be 
compared, becaufe of its fweet fmell; the flower of it gives an exceeding 
fweet fmell, and makes thofe fields, where it grows in abundance, very de¬ 
lightful : Believers in their perfons, grace and converfation, are like the fmell 
§f a field which the Lord hath bleffed ; being clothed with the fweet fmelling 
garments of Chrift’s righteoufnels, and anointed with theTayoury ointments of 
the fpirit’s grace. Alio the woodbind or honey fuckle cannot bear up itfelly 
but has its dependance on others; it does not grow up erett, but for its liipport 
wraps itfelf about the body, branches and twigs of other trees, convolvens fe 
adminiculis quibufeunque , as Pliny A obferves ; therefore we call it woodbind 
i rom its binding about other trees, and for the fame reafon it is in Greek called 
Pcriclymenosi , which is all'o ufed by Latin writers. Believers are weak, and 
cannot fupport themfelves, and therefore, by faith, lean on Chrift, who ia 
their beloved ; and are upheld by him, with the right hand of his rigbteouf- 
nefs ; they cleave clofe unto him, and depend upon him for all grace here, 
and for glory hereafter. ‘ But the word will very well bear to be tranflated 
a lily y being the fame that is fo in the former verfe ; where it has been fliown 
in what fenfethe church may be compared to one; and therefore I fhall only 
obferve, 1. That Chrift and the church bear the fame names is he a lily ?: 
fo is fhe ; the church being married to Chrift, and they two becoming one 
flefhy have one and the fame name ; hence the church is called Chrift , 1 Cor. 
*ii. 12. So the fame name, Jehovah , our righteoufnifs, which Chrift is called 
by, Jcr- xxiii. 6. is given to her in Ch . xxxiii. 16. Again, Chrift is called 
Ifraely Jfa . xKx. 3. which is the name of his church and people ; for be¬ 
ing efpoufed together, and having partook of each other’s natures, they 
alfo bear each other’s names.. 2. That there is a very great likenefs and near 
refemblance between Chrift and his church; for when he fays, fhe is as the 
lily , he means, fhe is as hirofelf, who is the lily of the vallies , ver. 1. and 
therefore, as one * well obferves, he does not fay fhe is the lily , but as or like 
the lily ; for as he is y fo are we y i. e. believers, in this world . Chrift and 
the church are both lilies in God’s eye,, and are loved by him with the fame 
love; believers bear the image of Chrift, wear his righteoufnefs, have the 
fame fpirit, though in meafure y and are expofed to the fame hatred, malice, 

and 

* In Gen. . fol, 82. 2. 3. and Exod. fbl. 74. 3. but m Lev. fol. 16. 2. it i® explained of the. 
pome citron tree. ‘ Vid. Mercer inv. 1. * Lib. 27. c. 12. ' Durham in loc. 
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and perfection of the world, being wounded with thofe thorns, even as he 
was ; and they lhall be much more like him in another world; for they fhall 
then be like bint, and fee him as he is ; they lhall then have everlafting and 
transforming views of him, which will change them into the fame image, from 
glory to glory: For as they will then have more communion with him, fo 
they’ll have a greater conformity to him, who is the firft-born among many bre¬ 
thren. 3. That all the church’s beauty and lovelinefs come from Chrift ; 

it is becaufe he is the lily that (he looks like one ; her beauty is not natural 
•to her, but is derived from him, who is her head and hulband; lhe is indeed 
a perfect beauty , but then it arifes from that comelinefs which he has put upon 
her. 

Moreover, lhe is not only faid to be as the lily, but as the lily among thorns: 
By thorns may be meant, i. Wicked and ungodly men, fons of Belial, which 
.are as thorns thruft away, becaufe they cannot be taken with hands, 2 Sam. 
xxiii. 6 . Thefe, like thorns and briers, are the curfe of the earth, are worth- 
lefs and unfruitful in themfelves, and hurtful and grieving to the faints: Da¬ 
vid, Ifaiah , and others have complained of them: Righteous Lot was 
pricked with thefe thorns; his foul was vexed and grieved from day to day with 
their unlawful deeds \ alfo like thorns their end is to be burned, and that by the 
fiercenefs and fury of God’s wrath, who fays, Ifa. xxvii. 4. Who would fet 
' the briers and thorns againft me in battle ? I would go through them, I would 
burn them together ; which he will do at the laft day, when he’ll bind up 
thofe thorns in bundles, and caft them into the lake which burneth with fire 
and brimjlone ; where the people fhall be as the burnings of lime: As thorns cut 
up, fhall they be burnt in the fire ; the terror of which fometimes furprizes 
the /inners in Zion, who therefore fay, who among us jhall dwell with the de¬ 
vouring fire ? who among us Jhall dwell with everlafting burnings ? Ifa. xxxiu. 
12-*-14. 2. By thorns may be meant the reproaches, revilings and perfe¬ 

ctions of wicked men, whereby they afflift and difturb the faints. The 
Targum explains thefe thorns of the wicked cdifts and decrees of princes, by 
which the congregation of Ifrael was opprefied in captivity. The prophet 
Ezekiel is encouraged by the Lord, Faithfully to deliver his meflage to the 
people of Ifrael, though briers and thorns were with him, and though he had 
his dwelling among fcorpions, i.e. though he was reproached, reviled and per¬ 
secuted by them for it. Chrill’S' lily in all ages has more or lefs been at¬ 
tended with, and has grown up among fuch thorns as thefe; for everyone that 
will live godly in Chrift Jefus Jhall fujfer perfection of one kind or another; 
and yet they abide like the lily among thorns, in their faith, purity and ho-» 
linefs; fo that neither the frowns nor flatteries of the world can prevail 
upon them to defert the Redeemer’s intereft, forfake the gofpel, or turn afide 
from the true worlhip of God ; to which agrees R . Sol. Jarcbi’s glofs on the 
text, which is this 1 ; As the lily among thorns, which prick it, yet ftands con¬ 
tinually in its beauty and rednefs., fo is my love among the daughters , who en¬ 
tice her to follow after them, and go a whoring after other gods, but yet con¬ 
tinues in her religion. . 3. By thorns may be meant hereticks and heretical 
doftrines, which pierce, prick and grieve the children of God. Now thefe 
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falfe teachers, thefc wofan'im Jheeps cloatbitfg, may be known by .their fruity 
which arc none at all that are good for any thing, for do mn gapher grapes of 
thorns* or figs of ibifties ? There’s no fruit of faith, found dodjjme, or a gos¬ 
pel convention to be found upon them, but are like unfruitful thorns, whom 
God fuffers to grow up in his churches, that thofe which are filled with the 
fruits of right toufnefs might be made manifejl ; and in all ages, more or lefs, 
Chrift’s lily* the church, has grown up among, and been pricked by, and 
pefter’d with fuch thorns as thefe. 4. The corruptions of our nature may 
be called fo : Thefe Canaanites remaining in the land, dwelling in our hearts, 
are pricks in our eyes , and thorns in our fides ; thefe grieve and difturb us, 
and they make us groan with the. anguilh our fouls are filled with by them. 
Perhaps the breaking forth of fome corruption is intended by the thorn in 
the flefts* and meffenger of fata* % that the apoftle fpeaks of, 2 Cor. xii. 7. 
Though the temptations of fatpn may alio be called by thefe names, which 
often give the laints a great deal of uneafinefs, and throw them into much 
heeruinefs ; and it may be that both the corruption of nature, and the tempta¬ 
tions of fatan, which the apoftle might then labour under, are intended ; and 
the thorn in theJleJh may be expreffive of the breaking out of fome corruption ; 
and the meffenger of fatan may intend his temptations by which it was llirred 
tip and encouraged ; though I rather think, that both phrafes are only ex- 
preflive of the corruption of nature, which was wont to be called by the 
Jews, The meffenger of bell ; a phrafe much like this ufed by the apoftle. 
So in Midrajb Hanneelam f we read that i?. Horn , in his fermons, ufed to ad- 
vile perfons thus, O ye children of men* take care of the meffenger of hell: But 
who is this ? The evil imagination (by which the Jews always intend the vitio- 
fity of nature) is the meffenger of bell. Now this being a phrafe that wa9 well 
known, the apoftle adds it by way of appofition to the thorn in the fiejh* as 
explanative of it. Moreover worldly cares are compared to thorns which 
choke the word ; they are pernicious to faints, and make them barren and un¬ 
fruitful , as well as grieve and difturb them, Mat . xiii. 22. But though Chrift’s 
lilies here on earth grow up among, and are annoy’d by thofe thorns of fin 
and corruption, yet when they are tranfplanted into Chrift's garden above, 
there Jhall be no more a pricking brier , nor a grieving thorn , to give them the 
leaft difturbance. 

II. Whilft Chrift is comparing his church to a lily among thorns* he gives 
her a loving and affectionate title, my love , which has been already explained 
in Cb. i. 9. and his mentioning it here, fhgw$, that even in her prefent ftate 
and condition, (he was a beauty in his eye and that her being among thorns 
was fo far from detracting from it, that it rather ferved as a foil to fet it off 
the more ; as alfo, that ftie was flail the objeftof his love, though in the midft 
of wicked and ungodly men, men of unclean lips , and lives, haters of peaces 
religion and godlinefs ; though fhe was reviled, reproached and perfecuted by 
them, yet (be was loved, valued and efteemed by him ; nay, though (he was at¬ 
tended with many infirmities, fins and corruptions, that were grieving to her, 
and difhonouring to him, yet neither thefc, nor any thing clfe, ihould ever 
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j typarate her from his love. She was (Thrift's tyvt and lily ftill, though among 
thorns, • 

III. He lets forth her excellency and preferablenefs to all the daughters •, by 
whom we are to underftand the nations and men of the world ; for it is ufual 
in the Hebrew tongue, to call the inhabitants of countries the daughters there¬ 
of : Thus we read of the daughters of Tyre> Edom , Babylon , &c. none of 
which are to be compared with the church •, thefe are like thorns to (Thrift's 
lily : or elfe carnal, hypocritical and formal profeffors may be intended, whom 
Ihe calls in Ch . i. 6. Mothers children j who made an external profeflion of re¬ 
ligion, but wanted that real and internal beauty which ftie was pofleft of, and 
differ’d only in name from the reft of the fons and daughters of fallen Adam *, 
but Ihe, being diftinguiflied by divine grace from them all, was preferabje 
to them, i. In beauty. Thefe look’d like thorns , Ihe like a lily ; they were 
black and uncomely, fhe the perfection of beauty , and the fairefi among wo¬ 
men. 2. In harmlefnefs. Though there are thorns about, yet none upon the 
lily. Ungodly perfons are not only uncomely in themfelves, but like thorns 
pricking and hurtful to others; but as for the faints, they are blamelefs and 
harmlefSy in the midjl of a crooked and perverfe nation , like lilies among thorns. 
2. In fruitfulnefs. No fruit grows on thorns, but on Chrift’s lilies grow all 
forts of precious fruit j they are laden with them. 4. In their laft end. 
Chrift’s lilies will be gather’d by himfclf and his angels, and be put in his 
garden above*, but the wicked, which are fatan’s tares and thorns, fliall be 
bundled together, and caft into everlafting burnings the one being highly 
valued and prized by Chrift, the other hated and rejected by him ; for as 
much as the lily exceeds the thorns which grow about it, fo much does the 
church of Chrift excel the mejn of the world, among whom it is here on. 
earth; and as there is a difference now between them, though growing up 
together, fo there will be one, and that far greater and more vifible, when 
feparated * the one will be everlaftingly glorified, the other everlaftingly 
punched. 


Ver. 3. As the apple tree among the trees of the woody fo is my be¬ 
loved among the fons . 1 fat down under his fhadew with great 

delight , and his fruit was fweet to. my tajle. 

C HRIST having commended the church in the former verfe, and de¬ 
clared that fhe was as preferable to all others, as the lily was to the 
thorns ; fhe in this verfe returns the commendation to him, and afferts that he 
as much excelled all the fens , as the fruitful apple tree did the wild and bar¬ 
ren trees of the wood *, and at the fame time gives an account of that fweet 
experience fhe had of his excellency, precioufrtefs and ufefulnefs to her. Now. 
in the words may beobferved, 
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I. A comparifon which (he makes of him to an apple tree j in which Jhe 
fees forth his excellency and preferablenefs to all others. 

II. She Inftances in two particular things, in which, by good experience, 
fhe foOnd him to be fo to her own foul. Firft , The fhadow of this 
apple tree was delightful to her j I fat down under his fhadow with great 
delight. Secondly, The fruit thereof was exceeding fweet to her j bis 
fruit was fweet to my tajle. 

1 I. She compares him to an apple tree, and that no doubt of the beft fort. 
'The Tat gum renders it a pome citron, or citron apple tree j which, i. is a very 
a large tree, and fo may be fitly ufed to exprefs the greatnefs and excellency 
of Girift, who is pofleft of all divine perfections, and is over dll, God bleffed 
for ever . He is a faviour, and z great one , who has, as an inftance of his great 
Jove, condefcenfion and power, wrought out a great falvation for great Tin¬ 
ners. He is an high priejl , and he is a great one, both in the glory of his per- 
fon, and in the vertue and efficacy of his facrifice and interceffion. He is the 
king of faints, and as fuch is higher than the kings of the earth : He is equal 
with God, therefore greater than angels, and more excellent than all the 
fons of men. 2. It is a very fruitful tree *, it is fometimes fo full of fruit, 
that it is b even prefs’d down with the weight thereof, and is as Pliny c fays. 
Omnibus horis pomifera , always bearing fruit: It has, at. one and the fame 
time, flowers, ripe and unripe fruit; whilft fome are putting forth, others 
are dropping off: fo Chrift abounds with the fruits of divine grace ; he’s not 
the barren jig tree, but the green fir tree , from whom our fruit is found , and 
that at all times; for he is that tree of life which bare twelve manner of fruits, 
and yielded her fruit every month: And the leaves of the tree were for the heal¬ 
ing of the nations. Rev. xxii. 2. Here may believers come, at all times, and 
pluck and eatfor here’s not any deficiency of fruit, ’tis always growing, 
always plucking, and yet never lelfen’d. 3. d The fruit of this tree is of a bit¬ 
ter tafte, but of an exceeding fweet fmell, as are alfo the leaves, which being 
put among garments, not only give them a delightful odour, but alfo drive 
away noxious creatures from them *, for the fame reafon is Chrift compared to 
myrrh in Cb . i. 13. for though his facrifice, death and fufferings, are fweet 
and favoury, both to his father and to his people, yet they were bitter unto 
him, who not only tailed of, but drunk up the whole cup of his father’s 
wrath. And though the bleftings which fpring from hence are of a fweet 
fmell, exceeding grateful and delightful to believers, yet arc they enjoyed in 
this life with a variety of croffes, afflictions and tribulations. This pafiovcr 
lamb is eaten with bitter herbs. 4. It is an excellent e remedy againft poifon. 
Sin is that poifon of afps which has infedled all human nature, and fpread it- 
felf over all the powers and faculties of the fouls of men, as well as over, all 
the members of their bodies: Now Chrift he is the fovereign antidote agaiflft 
it *, this.fruit of the citron apple tree is the moft proper remedy for it* his 
tighteoufnefs juftifies, his blood cleanfes, and his grace will eternally clear 

his 
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his people from their fins- 5. It is very gpod * for lhortnefs of breath, and 
to remove a {linking one ; hence the Parthian nobles uled to boil the kernels 
of it in their food ior that purpofe. 5 Tis the prefence of Chrift, and com¬ 
munion with him, that only can cure our panting fouls when we are wearied,, 
and almoft out of breath in feeking him. And ’tis the fweet incenfe of his 
mediation that perfumes our prayers, which are the breath of our fouls, and 
which otherwife would be fo far from being grateful to God, that it would 
be Jlrange unto him. And thus may Chrift be compar’d to a citron apple 
tree ■, though perhaps the common apple tree is here intended, which the 
*Talmud g interprets of the IfratliteSy but R . Aben Ezra underftands it of the 
Shecbinab. As do the Largum and .ft. Sol. Jarcbi of the holy and bleffedGod,. 
and Lord of the world. As alio does R. Cbaiya in the book Zohar who 
fays, that the congregation 0/TfraeI fet forth the praifes of the holy and bleffed 
God by an apple , becaufe of its colours , fmell and tafle \ and alfo lays, that as 
the apple is an healing to ally fo is God. As the apple is found with many co¬ 
lour Sy fo is be. As it has a finer fmell than the reft of the treesy fo is bey of 
whom it is written , and bis fmell as Lebanon \ and as the tafte of it is fweet , 
fo is bey of whom it is written y and his mouth is moft fweet. Chrift, he is* 
this Shechinahy the holy and bleffedGod, and Lord of the world, who may 
be compared to an apple tree. (i.) Becaufe it is a very fruitful tree. There 
are various forts of fruit which it bears ; Chrift is full of fruit; he is Jofeph's 
antitype, who is called a fruitful boughy even a fruitful bough by a well , wbofe 
branches run over the wall. All the fruits of righteoufnefs grow on him ; 
every grace is in him ; he is that tree of life which bear twelve manner of 
fruits y there are juftifying and pardoning grace, fanftifying and adopting 
grace in him ; all that a believer can want here, and all that can make him 
happy hereafter: And as fruitful boughs bend downwards, being laden with 
Fruit, and may be eafily reach’d, fo Chrift, being full of grace and truth ., 
gives to Tinners the utmoft liberty of accefs to him, for grace from hirti *, for 
though, as God, he is the high and lofty one y yet as man and mediator, he is 
meek and lowly , and condefcends to take notice of, and admits into familiarity, 
poor, mean and abject creatures; he gives them a gracious allowance to ap¬ 
proach^ near unto him, that apple tree , whofe fruitful boughs of divine grace 
hang fo low, that the hand of faith may eafily reach them, where the poor 
finner is heartily welcome to pluck and eat at pleafure.. (2.) It is of a very 
beautiful afpeeft, when laden with fruit, and efpecially as growing among the 
trees of the foreft. Some have thought, that the fruit of this tree is what 
was forbidden ,our firft parents ; which being fo pleafant to the eyes, was a 
temptation to the woman to eat thereof, therefore is in Latin called malum^ 
evily becaufe fin entred into the world hereby ; though others think it was 
another fort of fruit. The JewiJh writers differ much about it; fome fay it 
was the fig tree, fo R. Sol. Jar chi , and; fome others, in R. Aben Ezra on 
Gen. iii. 6 . which they gather from Adam and Eve 9 $ immediate fewing of 
fig leaves together, as foon as they had finned, to cover themfelves with. 

Others,, 

5 T. Bab. Sabbat, fol. 88 . 1. * In Lev. 


1 Plm. I. 11. C. 53. Se, 1 . 12. c. 3. 
fol. 30.4. 
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Others, that it was the pome citron, or citron apple tree, fo Baal Hat - 
turim in Gen . i. %g. but the fame author on Numb. v. 3. feems to intimate, 
as if it was the grape, the fruit of the vine ; which is alfo the opinion of the 
Jews in Zobar *, who think that it is particularly the black grape ; though 
others have thought it to be the apple, as the author of the old Nixzacbon k , 
which was cither ms own, and the opinion of fome other Jews, or eife he took 
it from the common notion of chriftians. But whether it was the apple tree 
or no, which was fo pleafant and defirable to the eyes of the woman, yet it i$ 
certain that this is very pleafant and delightful to the fight, when laden with 
fruit. Chrift as mediator is a beautilul fight to believers, as he Hands in 
all his endearing charafters and relations; as he may be viewed undertaking 
their cauie, afiuming their nature, luffering, bleeding and dying in their 
Head, rifing again for their juftification, afeending into heaven, and entering 
there with their names and perfons upon his heart, and there ever living to 
make interceflion for them. Chrift, as poff ft ot all the blefiings of theever- 
lafting covenant, being the furety, mediator and meffenger 01 it, is exceeding 
delightful to the eye of faith ; bis glory is as the glory of the only begotten of 
the father* when he appears to fouls jull of grace and truth. (3.) The fruit 
which grows upon the apple tree, as it is of various forts, and of a beauti¬ 
ful afpedt to the eye, fo it is of a cooling and comforting nature. Chrift 
has cooled, turned away and appeafed the fiercenefs of his father’s fiery 
wrath, by his death and blood ; and does, by his mighty grace, fweetly cool 
and.refrefti the heart of a poor finner, inflamed by a fiery law, and com¬ 
mands ferenity, and peace in its confcience, filled with wrath and terror; and 
• «rhen his people are ready to faint and fink, he comforts them with his 
apples , the fweet difeoveries of his love and grace, of which the church hav¬ 
ing had fome experience, and defiring fome renewed inftances thereof, fays 
in v. 5. Comfort me with apples ; where I fhall more largely take notice of 
this, as well as of their pleafant and delightful fmell. (4.) The apple tree 
has been accounted an hieroglyphic of love ; under it lovers ufed to meet, 
with the fruit thereof they entertain’d each other, under its delightful fhade 
they fat; to which, perhaps, an allufion is not only made in this verfe, but 
alfo in Ch . viii. 5. / raffed thee up under the apple tree. * Chrift arid Jiis church 
are throughout this fong introduced as lovers, and the fubjedt of their whole 
corlverfation is love : He who is the apple tree is the church’s beloved , whom 
(he loves and prefers before all others; ’tis his love her foul is ravifhed with; 
his fruit fhe feeds upon ; his lhade that fhe with fo puch content and plea- 
Ture fits under, where fhe is delighted with his love and grace; and fenfibly 
feels her foul all enamoured with him. Some other things might have been 
taken notice of, particularly the fruit and fhadow of this tree, which are both 
mentioned in the text; but thefe will be confidered under another head. 

Now Chrift, whom the church here compares to an apple tree , is, by her 
preferred to all Others; and fhe fignifies, that as much as the apple tree ex¬ 
cels the wild and unfruitful trees of the wood , fo much does Chrift excel all the 
forts: by whom may be meant either the angels, fo the Targum* who are by 

creation 

k P. I47.apud Wagenfeil. Tela ignel. 


1 In Exod. fo], 59. in Numb, fol 53. 3. 
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creation the fons of God* but not in fo high and eminent a fenfe 4$ Chrift is; 
he has a more excellent name and nature than they; as God he is their lord 
and creator, and the objeft of their higheft worftiip and adoration 5 and as 
mediator they are obliged unto him, being upheld and fecured by his grace 
in that ftate wherein they are j and though, in his human nature, he was 
made a little lower than they, yet now in the very fame nature he is exalted 
above them \ for to which of the angels faid he at any time , fit at my right- 
band. Or elfe, by them may be meant the faints, who are the fons of God 
by adopting grace; Chrift, the eternal fon of God, has thepreheminence in 
and over thefe; he is their creator and redeemer, their lord and king, their 
head and hufband, their everlafting father, and glorious ^mediator, to whom 
they are infinitely obliged for all the needful fupplies of grace here, and for 
all the glory they expert hereafter. Or elfe, by them may be meant the men 
of the world, the fons of Adam \ and-thefe Chrift infinitely excels, as much 
as the apple tree does the trees of the wood; for he is fairer than the children of 
men ; there’s none like him in all the armies of heaven , nor any to be com¬ 
pared with him among all the inhabitants of (he earth \ if both worlds were to 
be fearched with the utmoft ferutiny, not one fmgle individual perfon could 
be found comparable to him : and perhaps, particularly by thefe may be 
meant the great princes and monarchs of the world, who are fometimes in 
jeripture compared to large and lofty trees •> fee Ezek- xxxi. 3, 5, 6, 8. Dan, 
iv. 20, 21, 22. But Chrift is far preferable to thefe in beauty, glory and 
majefty 5 he is higher than the kings of the earth ; they receive their crowns 
and kingdoms from him ; they are at his command, and under his domi¬ 
nion he fets them up and puts them down at pleafure ; thefe muft aH fub- 
mit to his awful judgment, even as the pooreft peafant; and will be equally 
as fearful of the great day of his wrath , which when come, they’ll call to the 
rocks and mountains to fall on them, and hide them from the face of this om¬ 
nipotent judge. Moreover, with refpedk to the faints, the fruits of Chrift’s 
grace are to them far preferable to the kingdoms, crowns and feepters of the 
grqateft monarchs j nay, reproach for Chrift’s fake, is more highly efteem’d 
of by them, and accounted greater riches than all the treafures of this wprld. 
Though it feems as well to be underftood in general of all wicked, Chriftlefs, 
and unconverted tinners, who aw dike to jhe trees of the woody wild, barren 
and unfruitful; and what fruit they do br\ng forth, is four, wild, and unprofit¬ 
able ; and though like the trees of the wood they may run up a great 
height, yet they fhall be cut down and thrown into evqrlafting burnings; for 
the ax is laid to the root of the trees: therefore every free which bringeth not 
forth good fruity is hewn down and toft into the firey Mat, iii. 10. Thus the 
church, by this comparifon, feta forth the excellency and preferabknefs of' 
Chrift to all others. But, 

II. She ioftances in two excellent properties of this apple.tree, of which fhe 
had had fome comfortable experience. Finfi* The jhat^e pf it was delightful 
to her; I fat downunder his jhadow with great delight . Secondly* The fruit 
of it was fweet unto her 5 his fruit was fweet to my tafte . 

R Firfi* 
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Firfty The fhade oF this apple tree was very delightful to her; I fat down 
under bis Jbadow with great delight: in which may be enquired, i/f, What 
is meant by the Jhadow under which fhe fat. <idly % What her fitting there in¬ 
tends or fuppofes. 3^/v, What fhe defired to fit there for. 4 tbfy % From 
whence that pleafure and delight arofe, which fhe was filled with. 

)/, It will be proper to enquire what is meant by the fhadow of Chrift, 
under which ftie fat: 1 fome have thought that the ceremonial law is here in¬ 
tended, which was a Jhadcw of good things to come , of which Chrift was the Yum 
and fubftance ; under this fhadow the Old Teftament faints fat, during : the 
legal difpenlation, where their fouls were much delighted and fweetly retrefti- 
ed, by viewing Chrift, reprefented in the types and facrifices of that law. 
The Targum underftands it of the lhadow of God’s Shechinah or divine ma- 
jefty, under which the congregation of lfrael defired to fit, when God gave 
the law on mount Sinai ; but that difpenfation was not fo defirable; the law 
which was then given, was a fiery one * and the words which were then 
fpoke, were fuch, that they that heard them, entreated that they fhould riot be 
fpoken to them any more: therefore it may be better underftood of the gofpel 
and the ordinances of it, than either of the moral or ceremonial law ; under 
this refrelhing fhadow faints delight to fit ; here they enjoy fweet communion 
and fellowfhip with Chrift ; the found of the gofpel is joyful tq them ; the truths 
and doftrines of it are nourifhing 5 the ordinances of it are comfortable and 
delightful thefe tabernacles are amiable and lovely, and all wifdom’s ways 
are ways of pleafantttefs \ and therefore, ’tis no wonder that fouls defire to fit 
under this fhadow, and when they do, it is with delight. 

Moreover, fome m think, that an allufion is here made to the nuptial ceremo- 
ny of fpreading the fkirt y ufed by the Jews at the time of marriage ; of which, 
fee Ruth iii. 9. and to which an allufion is made in Ezek. xvi. 8. or to that 
veil, which being born up with four rods or ftaves, was carried over the heads 
of the new married couple, at the time that the bridegroom brought home 
the bride into his own houfe, where the whole folemnity was tinifhed : This 
nuptial ceremony, perhaps, may give the beft light to Luke i. 35. the Holy 
Ghofi Jhall come upon thee , and the power of the bighejb fhall overjhadow thee. 
So that this phrafe of fitting under Chrift’s Jhadow , may be expreflive.of the 
church’s being married to Chrift, and of that delightful communion which 
ihe enjoys with him ajs her hufband, when brought home to his own houfe; 
of which we have an account in the ntxt'verfe, where Ihe is entertained after 
a noble manner, and has as much of his love manifefted to her, as fhe is ca¬ 
pable of bearing; nay, fo much, that fhe is overcome with it. But I rather 
think that the metaphor is corttihoed from the former part of the verfe \ and 
that the allufion is made to the lhadow of an apple tree, fuch an one a9 
Chrift was \ whofe lhadow arifes from his perfon r blood and righteoufnefs \ 
which fhadow is, -i. A protecting one from heat; fuch as Jonah 9 s gourd 
was to him, or as the pillar of cloud was to the Ifraelites in the wilderneferoras 
a great rock to a weary traveller ijTa hot country. Chrift and his righfteoufi- 
4 .v^ nefi 

1 Ambrot in Sana, in loc. ® Sanft, in loc, and fo R* Simeon Ben Jochai feem* to under¬ 
hand it in Zohar inExod. foL 53. 1. 
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nefsard af fhadow, which prote £1 fouls frdjffl the heat of his Father’s; ( wrath ; 
he, by making, atoneihent for fin and fatkfh<2ion t6 divine juftice, hach’t&- 
livertd his own people from the wrath to come> and will eternally flcreert theni 
from;! it v^for though ihowers of divine Wrath will fall on Chriftlefs finners^ 
yet thofc that are .under this fhadow of Chrift’s righteoufnefs, fhall not have 
one drop of it fall on them •, for being juft fed by his blood , they Jhall be faved 
from, vjrath through him \ alfo ’tis this, laid hold on by faith, which fkfeens 
from the curfes of a fiery law , and from the heat of fhat wrath which it 
fometimes. works in the confcience ; which is only rightly removed by the 
fprinklings of that blood, which fpeaks peace and pardon, and by the appli¬ 
cation of that righteoufnefs, which juftifks from all fin,-and produces a peace , 
which pajfeth all underftanding : Likewile Chrift is the fhadow which pro¬ 
tects and fhelters from the fiery darts of fatan •, he is as a Jhadow from the heat , 
when the blaft of the terrible ones , thole fiends of hell, is as a fiorm againft the 
wall\ his blood and righteoufnefs keep off Tatan’s fiery darts , preferve from 
his fuggeftions, and protect from the violence of his temptations; and the 
foul is ftill more fecured by the prevalent mediation and interceflion of Chrift 
in heaven*::which is founded upon-his '•blood and righteoufnefs •, fo that 
what faith makes ufe of on earth to oppofe to fatan’s temptations, Chrift 
does in . heaven to fecure : his people? from his falfe charges and accufa- 
tions: To. this might alfo. be added;, that he • is the fhadow which protedts 
from the heat of perfecutiori, under which he caufes his flock to reft at noon ; 
wheh:,this fun fmites them with the : greateft violence, he is then their 
Jhade on their right-hand * fo that the fun Jhall not finite them by day \ and 
this : is their comfort : and fuppdrt under - all their* fiery trials , • chat they 
have fgcli!;a :fhadow:to have reconrfo to. 2. It is alfo a refrefhing one ; 
for if it is a fhadow from the heat of God’s wrath, the terrors of the law, the 
temptations.of fatan, and the perfections of the world* dfrtiuft needs be fo; 
what can be more refrefhing to a weary traveller,.that is almoft fcorched 
and ready to faint with, heat, than a cooling and delightful-fhade ? So refrefh¬ 
ing is Chrift to poor Tinners* who is as the-Jhadow of a 1 griat 'rock in a weary 
land \ nay,: is as a large fpreading apple tree, that at*once furnifhes.them 
wi.th an.agreeable lhelter and fuitable provifions; Itis a frudtifying one; 
the. JhadQtys • of fome trees, as Pliny informs us,' are very hurtful and 
noxipg^roi.fQme plants that grow under them, and others are very nourifliing 
and"fru£t;{ying; Chrift’s fhadow is fuchahonb, for they that dwell under his 
Jhad'OfWi fiyall return : ."They Jhall revive as the' corn, and grow as the vine ; the 
feent ihere^ffkalibe as , the wine of Lebanon, Hof xiv.' y.* and indeed all the 
fruitfulnef&of thofe who are the Lord’s planting, comes-frorri; Chrift ; for un- 
Izk thzyfiabide in and undeLhim* they can bring forth ^ifo fruitv v; 

2dly 9 Jt.cmay alfo be enquired, what her^ fitting under this fhadow is 
preffiye pf^*or:does fuppofe. .. And, if It fhews the;fenfe ihe had of fterfelf, 
and prefent .condition, and the need foe flood in of Chrift, as ^"fhadow % ftifc 
was not only fcorched with the fun of perfecution, with afflictions, cefnpta.r 
tions, if c. - but foe was likewife fenfibta thereof* and therefore betook/herfelf 
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to * proper fhade. t n IfrmfcnifcQiy appeals from her fitting tinder \hh fhadow* 
^hat me look’d upon Chrift to be a ftiitable one for her in fuch cafes ; and 
that as the idolaters in Hof iv. 13. facrificed on mountains, and bdmt in- 
ccnfe under oaks, poplars, and elms, becaufe the fhadow thereof was good \ 
fo the church here fat under this fhadow of Chrift’s, becaufe (he look'd up¬ 
on it to be a good one, and preferable to all others, 3. It is:cxprcflive of 
her faith and confidence m Chrift : The vain confidence of the Tfraelites in an 
arm of flefli, is called their truft in the fhadow of Egypt, Ifa. xxx. 2, 3. and 
the holy confidence and faith of God’s children m him, is frequently called a 
trufiing in the fhadow of his wings % fee Pfal . xxxVi. and Ivii. 1. which 
feems to be the lame with fitting under it here * the church did not fit idle 
under Chrift, but her faith was in exercife upon him, and Ihe was rejoicing 
alone in him, having no confidence in the ftejb. 4. It feems to intimate that, 
iecurity, peace, quietnefs and fatisfattion of foul* fhe enjoyed ; here (he fat 
as under her own vine and fig tree 9 and none to make her afraid ; where being 
fafe and fecure from all her enemies, Ihe folaced hcrfelf under this delightful 
lhade, enjoying much peace of confidence and fatilsfaclion of mind * for lhe 
did not fit here with any manner of Uneafinefs,. but with the utmoft delight 
and pJeafure. 5. It denotes her continuanae here; faith takes up its dwelling 
in Chrift, it won’t move from hence, and is defirous of always enjoying fen- 
fible communion with him* be that dwelletb in ibefecret of the mojt bight, 
fhall abide under the fhadow of the Almighty , Pfal. xci. 1. But, 

3 dly y What was it lhe defired to fit here for ? for thus may the words be 
render'd, I defired and I fat down , i. e. I defired tb fit down, and I did fit 
down * I had what I wHhed for \ and what was that ? No doubt protedtion 
from heat, reft and refrefliment for her weary .and’fainting foul; that lhe 
might be comforted with thofe apples which giiew on this tree, and be re¬ 
vived by tafting of, and feeding upon the fwcet fruit thereof, as well as be 
comforted with its^fcghtful lhade. 

Ajbly y She fat here tritb dtlight \ and indeed it could not be otherways \ 
when its lhade waa.io agreeable, and the fruit fo fweet: this pleafure and de¬ 
light of her's.arofe fromr the enjoyment of Chrift’s prefence, in wh <rfe preface 
is fultufs of joy y and at whofe right-hand are pleafures for evermore \ from the 
difeoveries of his love to her foul, which is better than life , and all J the com¬ 
forts of it; and were had in the exercife of faith upon him, in the d&iflgs of 
Which grace, the foul is filled with joy unfpeakabto arid full of glory. 

Secondly , The fruit of this apple tree was JwUtwxxy her tafit: by bis fruit , 
are either meant, the fruit of bis doings y what his hands have wrought out, and 
his blood has procured for finners, even all the bleflin gs of grate, fuch 43 
p eace and re concil iation 3 juftification, fanftification, pardpn^oLiin, adop¬ 
tion , n earnejg of accefa to GodL fefo. Or dfe, the fruit of hit Ups \ fuch as 
his word f and gofpel, preached by himfelfj which is fweet to > a beltevet** 
taffe, and ^preferred to his necejpxy food \ his promifes, which ate exetodhig 
great andprecious, and are highly valued by believers, for his mouth iimoftfacet 9 
from whence they proceed •„ and bit ordinances'and commands^ whiihtJiey 
VH°J fw «et communion with hipi, and have the difeoveries of his love to their 

4 fouls j 



J 


Vbrv;^* SON G f S O N G, S. 125 

fouls and therefore are more to be deftred than gold, yea, than vtucb fine gold s 
fweeter alfo than the honey or the honey comb* • \ r, r 

Thefe are called his fruits: they are his in a way i a$ jfittyeffings 

of gtace^’which 'tnafccr up the everlafting coyerf*nt;>;£fiejfl thrift’s hands, and 
at his difpofef being placed there for that purpofe, by God the father ; and they 
are alfo bis, being procured by him *, for though they are all the gifts of free 
grace, yet are they all obtained by Chrift, and come CO i)». through hi? blood : 
Likewife they may be faid to be his, becaufe in his.^ofleflion s every grace 
in ks fulnefs is in him, he’s full of grace and truth, and is communicated to 
us from him, for from him all our fruit is found: Remiffion of fifl, justify¬ 
ing righteoufnefs, adopting grace, fcfr. come to us through and by fiim ; 
and we are indulged with the gofpel-promifes and ordinances, as inftpnces of 


his grace to us,. * 

. Now thefe are all fweet to the tafte of a believer, though not to a natural 
man, who hath a vitiated tafte, and calls evil goody and good evil ; puts bitter 
for fweet , and fweet for bitter \ he favours the things of thefiefh \ fin is hip 
food, from whence he receives an imaginary pleafure 5 and therefore diC- 
relifhes all fpiritual things, looks upon them as. poor and infipid, and finds 
no more tafte in them than in tit white, of an egg ; which arifes /rpm the pre¬ 
dominancy of fin, that hinders from tailing, any fweetnefs in divine things* 
and will do fo whilft their tafte remain in them, and their feentis nqt changed. 
But as for a fpiritual man, he favours./^ things \of :the fpirit, and difcelUhe^s 
'Others; fin is rendered odious, bitter, and unpleafant to him; it.is,,in feme 
meafure, expelled, fo that he can tafte that the Lord is gracious .and there¬ 
fore every thing he fays or does is fweet unto him j for las his tafte c$n difarfi 
ferverfe things , fo it can relilh fpiritual ones.; jfuch as the fruitbefore men¬ 
tioned is, which grows upon and drops from the apple tree, ChriftJefus: 
This delightful Ihade and excellent,fruit, .which believers find in Cfiri&r ren¬ 
der him very acceptable to them, and preferableito.all others.; Now when 
fouls at any time have fome experience of Chrift’sdove and grace, in fuch a 
way and manner, it is very proper to fpeak of it, for the glory of Chrift, 
and the encouragement ;of other fouls, as the church does here ; which Ihe 
alfo continues to 1 do in the following verfe, whetfe flie meets with a larger dif- 
play of it. 


• * -.- j 


Ver. 4. He brMight me to the banqueting hottfe, and his banner over 
me was /eve. 


T HE church here goes onto.give an account of fome larger experiences 
of Chrift’s love, which file had met .with fromjhun; for Ibe is not only 
indulged with his lhadow, and refrelhed with/ his fruit, as in the former verfe, 
but is alfo brought into his; banqueting houic, where fhe is entertained by 
hiiti, of which Ihe gircs an'account jitthis j .wbererinay be obferved. 
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I. What is meant by /A* banqueting hyuft. 

II. Wlit %jf b&r^^okght iino*it.'» r ; v 

III. " Thfclnanner in which lhc was brought '-,, bis bannetiaveAWiwqs hmS\:\ 
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1. ’f fhaU *nquire‘what is meant the banqueting, W/^^Q\Vihiifc 
churfch was brought; it-is in the Hehtew text a houfe of witter by whic^tnay 
be ttieint,' either the W|nei-cdHar> • the piace-where wine is kqDtwndergwHihi 4 -; 
or elfe th^pkice whetfe wiiie i’s poured out,' and where.itiis drank, according 
to R. 'slbeA fczrh * and lb-may very well* be. render’d a 1 banqueting bpjife. 
Thus we read of a banquet of wine,, which Eftbcr invited/, king Abafuerm and 
Ham an to* and wine bdihg much ufedattfeafts,' may be jJuyytiechdQchicaily, 
for all the other accommodations thereof: by which we may underftand 
either,- r: : - j: lo *•’ 4 ' •••••-, i! • 

\Ji y The Covenant of grace; this h bdito for a banqueting ihoufeTor foylp5 
it is a fuperftruchire of grace and mwify, whofe foundation, is the per (on of 
Chriftv^t is well ftor’d-witji Jill- needful provifions for a nohle .entertainment 
it reordered in all things,' and Jure 5 ’ti* fall of* (Thrift, has dove-and grape;; fop 
well fibred with fpiritutfl bleffitigs, and precious pronnifes^ which will . fei*vp 
as an everlafting banquet, for thofe who are interefted irtrit. :Or,elfe, > 

iifyj The facred fcripnw^whicbis^iTOe banquetingiioufeai here's a va¬ 
riety aoF food, and plentybf it‘V* here’s milk:for babes, Aiidimedtifor ftwng- m?n$ 
whfthis exceeding plealaht and delkdous, Tweeter to the;tatte .than the hopey 
x*t the -hbiiey-eomb \ revives and refrefhes thofe. who, pact ip pate thereof,, and 
•is alfo Exceeding wholftfomtfto theTouls/bf imen : :Tho’l there are yaft-,nyn> 
ber^ daily feufted heM* -yet th^ei is no want'i it abounds, with the bread,of 
gofpfel truths,/with thq win* of gofpel pirotaifes* and is full of (Thrift* the. W- 
dti# mstotfoy Who alfo is the bread of life^hah, the Alpha and Omega of; the 
TcFrf}tttfts£ the" futn andTabftance^ of them, on whom faith lives, and by 
whOtbiTrOKW ’tftnd'to time,iris Tweedy refrefhed. Or elfe, :J 

3^?*'The church-is thiT» banqueting houfe: The Targum refers it to the 
houfe of the fdi'ool, where tht Ifraelites learnt the law at mount Sinai,, from 
the motJ th of Mofte. 1R. Alfhecb under ft ai)dsby it Sinai.itfelf, , and fo-it js in¬ 
terpreted in Talkut . /?. Sol. Jarcbi thinks the tabernacle of the congrcg^jop 

is intended, where the fenfes and explanations of the law were given ; but it 
may much belter be underftood of the church of (Thrift, which is a houfe 
built by wifdotn, and ferrtilhed with <5 al F 4 he s of gtece ; 

here’s a feaft of fat things prepared, of wines on the lees well refined, (Thrift is 
the matter and provider of the feaft, and he himfelf is the chief entertainment, 
h indeed, arwhhte blood ii'drmk indeed', to. all which he gipes 
his ''f&ijtkzih "hearty welcofrrtV rneets thdmrhimfclf, at this well furniflbd 
table, with thetis gives themTpirituai. appetites^ andfokffes ^ll r t*he 

his grace to them: hence thofe are the hlpflfedjpetfons: ftfep 
h^^^jnitiaftte into^ and a dwelling place> in this c houfe*. foil thefe be 

■ontinuaffy fatisfied with the goodnefs and fatnefs thereof ^ hence it is that fouis 

* • a. O FA 


are 
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are fo defirous of' being here, and are fo well pleafed with their habitation, 
becaufe *tis a banqueting houfe unto them ; arid no wonder then is it, that 
thofe who ar t planted in f be houfe of the Lord> flourifh. in the courts of our God. 

II. What it is to be brought into this banqueting houfe; which may be 
confidered according to the feveral fenfes before given. And, 

i/?,.Seeing by the banqueting houfe may be meant the covenant of grace, 
it may be proper to enquire. What it is to Be brought into that, and by 
what means ? And now here obferve, that water baptifm, and a fubmilTion 
to it, under the New Teftament, give a perfon no right unto, nor intereft 
him in the covenant of grace*, even as circumcifion did not, nor could, un¬ 
der the Old *, inftances of both might be given of Perfons, where there is no 
reafon to believe, they have any fhare or lot in this matter: neither does 
church fellowfhip bring a perfon into it, nor a meer fubmiflion to any, or all 
the ordinances of the gofpel, For they are not all Ifrael which are of Ifrael; 
nor are they all inftances of covenant-grace, which are church members; for 
there are tares as well as wheat grow in Chrift’s field below ; and goats as well 
as (beep are folded in his fold on earth, the church; there are foolifh as well 
as wife virgins, and there are finners in Zion, as well as the living in Jerufa- 
lem. Neither are faith and repentance terms and conditions of a man’s en¬ 
tering into this covenant; for they are fome of the blefiings of grace contain¬ 
ed in it; they don’t bring a perfon into it, but are evidences of his being 
there before ; but what brings a perfon into it is an aft'-of fovereign and un¬ 
changeable grace before all time. All, interefted in the everlafting covenant* 
before the world began, did by elefting grace, pafs under the rod of him that 
telletb them ; for when God made a covenant of grace with his Son, orr the 
account of thefe chofen ones, he brought them all into the bond of it, and put 
all grace and blefiings into the hands of his Son for them. Now the fpirit 
of God, in time, does, in converfion, take and apply this covenant-grace 
to thofe perfons, for the quickning, pardoning, juftifying and fanftifying* 
them ; he fhews them the covenant, arid their intereft in it, and enables them 


to lay hold upon it; and every time he does do fo, he may be faid to bring 
a foul into the covenant, as an effeft and fruit of that original, ancient aft, 
made before the world began’; which is what fh£ church might experience 
here, viz. a frefh manifeftation of her covenarit-intereft ; for the' fecret of the 
Lord is with them that fear him , aiid he willjhew them his covenant . Chrift 
led her into his banqueting houfe, and there feafted her with his royal dainties. 

idly. If we underftand the feripture by the banqueting houfe ; then to be 
brought into it, is, to have the underftanding opened fo as to behold wondrous: 
things out of it; the heart affefted with the glorious truths thereof, fo as to 
tafte the fweetnefs of the Jtncere milk of the word , and diftinguifh the doc¬ 
trines of the gofpel from thofe which are not fo, and be capable of appro¬ 
priating the promifes of it to the comfort and fatisfaftion of our fouls; and* 
when we are enabled thus to do* we ftiall find the feripture to be a delightful 1 
banqueting houfe indeed. Now all this Chrift does by 'his Spirit*- who is the 
Spirit ‘ . . 
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$dly 9 It by tho banqueting houfe we underftand the church of Chrift:, then 
to be brought into it, is to be made a partaker of all the privileges of it, as 
thofe who are no more ft rangers and foreigners , but fellow citizens of the faint s % 
and of the boujbold of God . Chrift firft calls men by his prace, then by his 
miniftefs invites them to come in, that his houfe may be filled* and by his'fpi- 
rit powerfully works upon their foul?, fweetly inclining them not only to give 
up themfelves to him, but likewife to one another by the will of God \ he, 
as an inftance of his diftinguilhing grace, takes one of a city* and two of a fa» 
mily y and brings them to Zion* where he inveftsthem with all the privileges 
and immunities thereof j here he grants them his gracious prefence, fheds 
abroad his love in their hearts, and often entertains them with a delightful 
banquet. Now Chrift’s thus bringing his church into his banqueting houfe, 
(hews, i. Inability on her part; we can’t bring ourfelves into the covenant 
of grace, nor can we take views of our intereft in it at pleafure; but he who 
of his own grace plac’d us there, mult (hew us it*, nor can we of ourfelves 
know the depths and myfteries of the facred writings; they will remain a 
fealed book to us, unlefs the fpirit of Chrift open the book, and our under¬ 
ftand ings to look into it; nor will his church, with all the ordinances of it, 
be a banqueting houfe unto us, unlefs he himfelf be prefent with us 2 Won¬ 
derful grace and condefcenfion on his fide ; that he, who is the king of kings , 
and lord of lords , Ihould take one thus mean into his own apartments, and 
there entertain her with the bed his houfe could afford. But this will ftill ap¬ 
pear more manifeftly, if we confider, 

III. The manner in which fhe was brought \ his banner over me was love. 
It was in a very ftately and majeftic manner, as well as loving one, that fhe 
was brought; and for the illuftration of this, it will be proper to confider 
the ufe of banners, and how they may be applied here. And, 

ift* The ufc of banners, flandards or enfigns, is to gather perfons together; 
thus Chrift himfelf was lift up on the croft, and is now in the gofpel as an 
enfign to gather fouls unto him; and fo his love being difplay’d in the preach¬ 
ing of the gofpd, has a power and efficacy in it to draw fouls after him; for, 
as a fruit and effect of everlafting Jove, with loving kindnefs he draws them 5 
and in the fame way and manner Chrift here drew the church unto himfelf. 

idly , A banner difplay’d, or a ftandard fet up, is an indication of war; it 
is to prepare for it, and to animate to it. See Jer. Ji. 12, 27. This 
may forve to inform us, that the church of Chrift here on earth is militant, 
and therefore in Chap . vi. 4. is reprefented as formidable and terrible as an 
army with banners: She has many enemies to engage with, as fin, fatan and 
the wqrld, and yet has the greateft encouragement to fight, for lhe is bai> 
ner*d uftfer the Lord of hoft$ * Chrift is commander in chief, he ft given to 
be a leader and commander if the people* and is every way fit for it; he has 
courage enough to appear at the head of his armies, and conduct enough to 
lead them on and bring diem off at pleafure. Thofe that are under him are 
well provided for* theft bread is given them in due feafon, and their wafer is 
fure\ thev^aie faiuftfrsd with the or whole armour of Qpd; they 

may be auiired of a crown and kingdom as foon as the battle’s over, and 

even 
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even of vi&oty before hand* for they ar e ntire ) titan conquers through joint 
that hath loved them •, likewife the motto, which is written upon the baftr 
ner, under which they are, is love ; and if all this will not encourage them 
to fight,, what will'? : , . 

^dly, A banner difplay’d is alfo a fign of victory; fometimes when a town, 
city or caftle is taken, the flag is hung out as an indication of it. See Jet* 1. 2. 
Chrift has got .the victory over all his and our enemies ; he has conquered 
fin, fatan and the world, and given his church and people* a (hare in all his 
conquefts, arid ;as an evidence of it, has fet up his banner oVer theta. Or 
this may principally intend the conqueft, which he, by love, had got over 
her heart ^ fhe iurrenders herfelf into the vidtor’s hands ; and now as an in- 
fiance-of his mighty grace, he introduces her into his own houfe, under the 
banner of love, by which file was conquered. 

4 thly y A banner is for protection and defence ; hence Mofes built an altar, 
and called it Jehovah nifli y i. e. the Lord is my banner ; becaufe the Lord had 
been on the fide of him, and the people of lfrael y and defended them from 
the Amalekites . The church was now enjoying fweet communion with Chrift, 
in his banqueting houle •, and that (he might be fafe and fecure; from her 
enemies, and abide there during his pleafure, without any moleftation or di- 
fturbance, he-fets up his banner over her ; thus when the enemy comes in like 
a flood , to difturb our peace, joy and coriifort,- the Jpirit of the Lord lifts 
up a ftandard againft him , Ifa. lix. 19. 

$tbly y It is to direct foldiers where to ftand, when to march, and whom: to 
follow. See Numb . i. 52. and ii; 2. which may teach us who are enlifted in 
Chrift’s fervice, not to fly from our colours, but adhere clofely to Chrift. and 
his gofpel, his caufe and intereft, his church and people, and to follow him,, 
the ftandard-bearer, where-ever he goes ; and nothing can moreftrongly en¬ 
gage us to do fo than love, which is the motto of his banner 5 this firft drew 
us to him, this animates us in his ■ fervice, and keeps us clofe to his perfon’ 
and intereft. 

6 thiy , It is to diftinguifh one band from another. See Numb. ii. 2. . As 
one band has one motto upon its banner* or enfigni by which it is diftiriguliflied’ 
from another, fo the motto-on Chrift’s banner \$lave y by which his band or 
company is diftinguifhed from all others; ^tis this which has made: them to 
differ from others, has diltinguilhled thenrin eleflang^ redeeming and calling' 
grace, and wilb keep them a-dfftmdtand peculiar'people toaTlTeternity ; it is 
not any works which they have done, but Chrift’s.boundlefs lo<ve'and grace 
alone, -that make the difference; between them and others. . ' - ‘ 

9 * * ' ' I ■•••»•• r > g 

Ver. 5. Stay me witb fagotuj comfort me with apples, for Tam fck 

of love. 

J \ * 4 • 

— . . / * 1 

T HE church being brought into Chris’s banqueting hdufe, or houfe of 
wine, andhaving there fufeh large difcoWriw of hislove, flife Falls into 
a-deliquium or fainting fit, not being ablc'to Wiftip undfer^tHe preferit eh J 
joymentj and therefore calls to her friends and* acquaintance thatVere about 

S her. 
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her, to give her their affiftance in her prefent circumftances. In thefe words 
may be confidered, 

I. The church’s cafe and condition in which file was ; fick of love. 

II. What relief fhe afks for. ift y To bt flayed with flagons. 2dly> To be 
comforted with apples. 

III. Who the perlons are to whom ftie makes application. 


I. We have in thefe words, the prefent cafe and condition in which the 
church was ; fhe was fick of love . This was a flcknefs of the foul, and not 
of the body, though the one has oftentimes an influence upon the other ; for 
as there are various bodily ficknefles and difeafes, fo there are various fpi- 
ritual ones. 1. There is the ficknefs of fin, which if mighty grace prevent 
not, is a ficknefs unto death ; it is in its own nature mortal, and can only 
be cured by Chrift, the great phyfician, who heals difeafes by forgiving ini¬ 
quity. This is what is natural and hereditary to us •, we bring it into the 
world with us ; for we are all Jhapen in iniquity , and in fin did our mothers 
conceive us : It is an epidemical diftemper, which has infetted all human na¬ 
ture ; all are difeafed with it, though all are not fenfible of it; and it has 
overfpread all the powers and faculties of the fouls of men, as well as all 
the members of the body, fo that there is no part nor place exempted from 
it; for the whole head is fick , and the whole heart faint. But this is not the 
ficknefs intended here. 2. There is a ficknefs which fouls are incident to, 
that arifes from a fenfe of fin, want of the frelh manifeftations of pardoning 
grace, abfence of Chrift Jefus, and a longing after the enjoyment of his per- 
fon, and the difeoveries of his love ; which though it is not a ficknefs unto 
death, yet is very painful and afflicting, and can only be cured by the en¬ 
joyment of the objeft loved: This difeovers itfelf by a violent panting after 
Chrift; a carefulnefs and activity, in the ufe of means, to enjoy his prefence 
and company ; a refolution to go through all difficulties for the fake of him, 
and an uneafinefs until it receives fome inftances of favour from him ; with 
fuch fouls, Chrift is the fubjeft of all their difeourfe, they love to hear his 
name mentioned, efpecially with commendation ; their thoughts are conti¬ 
nually upon him, and their minds are not eafy till they enjoy him. This 
is the ficknefs which the church was attended with in Chap. v. 8. where fee 
more of it. 3. There is a ficknefs which fprings from views of Chrift’s Perfon, 
difeoveries of his love, and manifeftations of his grace; which fometimes over¬ 
power the foul, and throw it into the utmoft amazement, at the confideration 
of the greatnefs of Chrift’s perfon and grace, and its unworthinefs to be in- 
terefted in it; fo that it becomes like the queen of Sbeka y who when fhe faw 
the riches, glory and wifdom of Solomon , it is faid of her, that there was no more 
fpirit in her. And this I take to be the cafe of the church here ; it did not 


arife from the want of Chrift’s prefence, or difeoveries of his love, but from 
the enjoyment of them both: He had introduced her in a moft ftately manner 
into his banaueting houfe, and gave her a noble entertainment; yea, he plentifully 
ftied abroad his. love in her heart, which occafioned her to fpeak after this 


manner* 
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manner ; his perfon appeared fo glorious and lovely, the entertainment was 
fo large and fumptuous, the motto of love upon the banner, fo bright and 
glittering, and what fhe felt in her own foul fo powerful and inconceivable, 
that fhe was quite overcome therewith; or, as the Septuagint 4 renders it, fhe 
was wounded with love,: Not that this arifes from the nature of love itfelf, 
which is not painful and grievous, but is owing to our weaknefs and im- 
perfection, who cannot bear large views, nor fupport up, under the mighty 
power of boundlefs love. We are but poor narrow earthen veffels, that can 
receive and retain but little of it. This was that preflure under which fhe 
now labour’d, and for which Ihe feeks relief; which brings me, 

II. To confider what it is fhe calls for to relieve her at this time. ift y She 
defires to be flay'd with flagons . 2. To be comforted with apples. 

ifly Her requeft is, that fome perfon or other would flay her with flagons . 
The word tranflated flagons is differently rendered by interpreters ; fome ren¬ 
der it flowers , as Jerom and the Vulgate Latin ; and fo fhe may be confidered 
as having reference to fweet flowers bound up in nofegays, the odour of which 
is very refrefhing and reviving: Stay me , revive or fupport me with thefe; 
perhaps chiefly regarding Chrift, who is the only ftrength and fupport of be¬ 
lievers, who only can keep them both from falling and fainting ; for having 
heard him fpeak of himfelf under the names of thofe delightful flowers, the 
role and lily, in ver. 1. fhe is defirous that file might be flay’d by and 
fupported with them. The Septuagint render the words thus, *» Strengthen 
me with ointments ; by which may be meant the graces of Chrift, which are 
called fo in Chap. i. 3. Ointments were ufed at feafts, and are of a chearing, 
reviving and ftrengthning nature, and may very well exprefs the grace of 
Chrift, by which fouls are cheared, revived, eftabliflied, ftrengthened and 
fettled. Our tranflators have rendered it flagons , and that very well; for 
according to the beft of c Jewifh writers, it fignifies veflels in which either 
wine or fine flower are put; and perhaps may be comprehenfive of all the 
entertainments of a banquet, which are proper to fatisfy, delight and exhi¬ 
larate ; and wine being a principal one, may chiefly intend flagons of that. 
See 1 Chron . xvi. 3. Hof iii. 1. Flagons are, by a metonymy, put for wine 
contained in them, as the cup is, Luke xxii. 20. fpr the church was defirous 
of thofe that were full and not empty, fuch as were full of the wine of 
Chrift’s love, which is as reviving, chearing and refrefhing as the beft wine. 
In what fenfe Chrift’s love may be'compared to wine, and is preferable to it, 
has been fhewn on Chap. i. 2. and by flagons of it may be meant the doftrines 
of grace, in which Chrift’s love is difplay’d ; or the ordinances of the gofpel, 
by which it is communicated to the faints; and may alfo intimate, that 
though the love and grace of Chrift are given forth in meafure to them, yet 
that they are large meafures, which believers are defirous of receiving; thofe 

S 2 who 


4 Tfyu^rn a-ydirrx. Sept. Amore langueo, Vulg* .Lat. .The Ligurins verfion renders the 
words thus, Quia injirma Jum dilefiione, Becaufe. 1 am weak in love, and underftands it in the 
fame fenfe as when perfons are faid to be weak in faith, and therefore need fupport. 
b Zrv pier ale pti iv ptvpo i$. Sept. 
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who have moft grace would have ftill more, and thofe who have the greateft 
fenfe of Chrift’s love would have a larger experience of it, and are not con¬ 
tent without it* they are like the two daughters of the horfeleacb y crying , 
give, give . And it may be alfo, that the church may have in view the 
glories and joys of another world, where lhe fhould have her fill of love, 
drink freely and plentifully of this wine H^withChrift in his father's kingdom , 
and continue in the uninterrupted enjoyment of his prefence. Now it ought 
to be obferved, that (he is defirous of more of that which had brought her 
into this condition: Chrift’s love had wounded her, and that only could heal 
her; what had brought her into this Tick and fainting condition could only 
bring her out of it; this wounds and heals, kills and makes alive, and is the 
only reviving cordial. 

2 dly, fhe defires that fhe might be comforted with apples ; as in the former 
requeft, fhe had a regard to the banqueting-houfe, where lhe now was; fo 
in this to the apple tree, whofe delicious fritit fhe had lately tailed : Apples 
J are of a cooling and comforting nature, and are good againft a fyncope 
and palpitation of the heart, and the fmell of them is very reviving. 
c Solinus tells us of a certain people who eat no food, but odore vivunt pomo- 
rum fylveftrtum , live by the fmell of apples that grow in woods ; and that when 
they go long journies, carry them with them, ut olfaftu alantur , that by 
the fmell of them they may be nourifhed and fuftained. By thefe apples may 
be meant, either the blefiings of grace procured by the blood of Chrill, which 
remove the fiercenefs of divine wrath, and being powerfully applied by the 
fpirit of God, do abundantly comfort and lefrelh the foul ; or elfe the doc¬ 
trines of the gofpel, which when fitly fpoken , and fitly applied, are like apples 
of gold y in pictures of filver ; how comfortable and reviving are the doftrines 
of juftification, pardon, perieverance, &c. The church had found them 
fo by good experience, and therefore defires them. T he Targunt^ by flagons^ 
underftands the words of the law, and by apples , the interpretations of them, 
which, it fays, are fweet to the. taftc as the apples of the garden of Eden ; 
but it is much better to underftand them as we have done, of the doftrines 
of the gofpel, which have often been experienced to have relieved perfons 
in a fainting condition, fuch as the church was nowrin ; and who knowing 
the vertue and efficacy thereof, call for them. And, ' 

III. The perfons lhe makes application to, the word being in the plural 
number, are either the chorus of virgins or daughters of Jerufctletn^ her dear 
friends and acquaintance, to whom lhe often told her cafe, especially when 
in diftrefs, and defired their afliftance, who feem to be near to her, by that 
folemn adjuration given unto them, in ver. 7. or elfe, any other Chriftian 
friends that might be Handing by her \ for they that fear the Lord, fpeak 
often one to another, converfc together, and comfort each other;'or rather 
the minifters of the gofpel, who by preaching the glorious doftrines of it, 
are inftrumental in the hand of the fpirit for comforting the diftrefled, and 
reviving the fainting fouls of God’s children; though, perhaps, lhe princi¬ 
pally 

* Pdlyhilh c.'6g* 
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pally intended Chrift, tfhOWe find immediately came to her relief, as appears 
from the following verfe. 


Ver. 6. His left hand is under my head, and his right hand doth 
embrace me. 

T HESE are ftill the words of the church, declaring what experience 
ftie had of Chrift’s grace and prefence ; who immediately upon the 
notice fhe gave of her di ft re fs came to her afliftance, and with both hands, 
lupported her in her fainting fit, and brought her out of it: And it may 
be obferved, that fhe called to others for relief, in the former verfe; but 
it was Chrift only that could help her : The flagons and apples of a gofpel 
miniftry and gofpel ordinances will not be effectual to comfort and i'uftain 
the faints in fuch circumftances, unlefs Chrift himfelf appears in them, and 
gives a bleffing to them ; which is what the church comfortably experienced 
here, and therefore fpeaks of it. And, 

I. I fhall confider what thefe words are expreflive of. 

II. In what manner they are deliver’d by her. 

III. To whom they arediredted, and for what reafons. 

I. It may be proper to confiddr what Chrift’s left band, being under her 
her head , and bis right hand being faid to embrace her, are expreffive of. 
And, 

They are expreflive of Chrift’s tender love unto, care and regard for 
his church and people ; he adts the part of a loving hufband, who feeing 
his bride and fpoufe ready to fink and faint, haftens to her relief, embraces 
her in his arms, lays her ih his boforn, and difeovers the ftrongeft and mod 
endeared affedlion to her : Chrift had a love for his church from all eternity ; 
his heart was then ravilhed with her, and he took the utmoft delight in her, 
viewing her in all the glory his father meant to bring her to; and therefore 
requefted of his father, that lhe might be his fpoufe and bride, which was 
accordingly granted to him ; who has everfince remained a faithful and lov¬ 
ing hufband, and has given her the fulleft and moft inconteftable proofs of it; 
he has affumed her nature, died in her room and ftead, paid all her debts, 
procured every needful blefling for her, has given her right unto, and will 
put her into the poffeflion of all that he has ; he has raifed her from the 
dungbil , the depths of fin and mifery, taken off her filthy garments, clothed 
her in rich attire, and royal apparel, and fet her at his own right hand , in 
gold of Ophir . 

This love of his remains the fame as ever it was, and will do fo for ever, 
notwithftanding all her failings and infirmities, her revoltings from him, and 
unkindriefs to him: for he is Jefus, the fame yefterday, to day, and forever . 
Tho’’tis true, he does not always manifeft his love to his people, but fome- 
times hides his face from them, and kindly chides them, for their good, and his 

own 
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own glory» But yet he cannot always with-hold his love inthemanifeftations 
of it to their fouls; for tho* he feems to treat them feverely for a while, yet 
his heart is fall of love, pity and concern; his bowels earn, and Jofepb like, 
cannot refrain himfelf, but muft make himfelf known unto hi's brethren. 
Chrift now has various ways of (hewing his love to his people, which he does 
the mod fuitably and feafonably; when tempted he fuccours them ; when 
difconfolate he comforts them ; and when afflicted, he fympathizes with them ; 
when hungry, he feeds them •, when naked, he clothes them ; when fick, 
he, as the great phyfician, heals them ; when weak, he fupports and upholds 
them with the right hand of his rigbteoufncfs •, and when fainting he chears 
and revives them ; he givetb power to the faint y and to them who have no 
might he increa/es ftrengtb ; and this he does by putting his left hand under their 
bead , and by embracing them with his right hand ; the doing of which is an 
amazing and furprizing inftance of his grace. 

2 dly y Thefe phrafes are expreflive of that near fellowfhip and communion 
the church has with Chrift; which is varioufly exprefied in fcripture, as by 
flipping, walking with him, and leaning on his bofom, and here by lying in 
his arms; which is an indication of very near and intimate communion in¬ 
deed : To be admitted into Chrift’s banqueting houfe, and there fit with 
him at his table, or into his privy chambers, and there have converfe and 
communion with him, argue great nearnefs to him, and intimacy with him ; 
but to lie in his arms, and have a place in his bofom, what can be nearer? 
This is the effedt of that near and indiffoluble union fouls have with Chrift; 
and what, by divine grace, they are called to the enjoyment of, are fre¬ 
quently indulged within their attendance on ordinances, and is that one thing 
they are defirous of, and uneafy without, but which, when obtained, gives 
them the greateft pleafure and higheft fatisfadHon. 

3 dly y They are expreflive of the enjoyment of bleflings from Chrift, in 
whofe right hand is length of days , and in whofe left hand are riches and ho¬ 
nour. Temporal mercies are Chrift’s left hand-bleffings, and fuch a meafure 
of them Chrift hands forth to his people in a covenant-way, as will be.need¬ 
ful for them, to fapport them whilft in, and comfortably carry them through 
this wildemefs •, but Chrift’s right hand-blefiings are of a fpiritual nature, fuch 
as a jollifying righteoufaefs, pardon of fin, peace, and reconciliation by his 
blood, and adoption; all which being, by Chrift’s hand, applied unto his 
faints, chear, revive and comfort, when ready to faint; and which fuftain, 
uphold and ftrengthen them when ready to fink and die away. 

4 tbly y They are expreflive of die fafety and fecurity of the church : They 
muft needs be fafe from all enemies, and fecure from falling, who are en¬ 
circled in the arms of almighty grace, fuftained by Chrift’s left hand, and 
embraced by his right hand, for out of his hands none can pluck them ; fuch 
are, and will be preferved in Chrift Jefus y until they are fafely brought to 
glory.. The Targum and R. Sol . Jarcbi expound thefe words of the divine 
care and protection which the Ifraelites enjoy’d in the wildernefs ; whereby 
they were npt only provided with every thing that was ufeful and neceflary, 
but alio defended from every thing that was noxious and hurtful. 


II. We 
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II. We may now confider the manner in yrhich thefe words were delivered, 
and they may be confidered, either, i. As a prayer, and be read thus, O 
that his left hand was under my heady and that bis right hand would embrace 
me ; and fo fuppofe her ftill in the fame cafe, in which fhe was, in the former 
verfe ; and feem to intimate that (he had a fenfe of her prefent ftate and con¬ 
dition, and a defire to be out of it*, alfo that fhe was without Chrift’s pre¬ 
fence and communion with him, though fhe had a value for it, and an earneft 
defire after it, and 'did firmly believe that the enjoyment of it would relieve 
her. Or, 2. They may be confidered as fpoken in the ftrength of faith, that 
it would be fo •, and then the words may be read thus, his left-hand will be 
under my heady and his right-hand will embrace me \ and the fenfe of them is, 
as if file fhould fay, ’Tis true, I am now in a very weak, feeble and faint¬ 
ing condition ; yet I know I fhall not totally fink, fall and perifh, for he 
will hold me up and fupport me fo that I fhall not be moved *, the words 
feem then to be fpoke much in the fame manner, and to argue the fame 
ftrength of faith, as thofe fpoke by the church, in Mic. vii. 7, 8. Or elfe, 
3. As exprefiing her prefent experience that it was fo ; and then the words 
may be read as they are rendered by our tranfiators, bis left-hand is under my 
heady &c. which experience of her’s fhe mentions with thankfulnefs, as fhe ought 
to do, to the glory of his love and grace, who had fo kindly and gracioufiy 
appeared for her in a time of diftrefs; and this ihe does alfo in an exulting 
manner, and with a kind of boafting; for though we are not allowed to 
glory in ourfelves, nor have any reafon to boaft of any thing which we have 
done, yet we may glory in Chrift, and boaft of what he is unto us, and has 
done for us. 

III. The perfons to whom fhe fpeaks, are either the minifters of the gofpel, 
whofe afiiftance fhe had defired, and having enjoy’d the comforting and flip- 
porting prefence of Chrift, in the ordinances,, and under the miniftry of the 
word, Ihe lets them know of it, to encourage them in their work, and that 
they, with her, might blefs the Lord for it: Or elfe, the daughters of Jerufalem^ 
whom fhe adjures in the following verfe ; who are perfons newly converted, 
to whom fhe directs her difeourfe, and gives them this account of her expe¬ 
rience, that flie might allure them to the ordinances, and encourage them to 
walk in the ways of Chrift, as well as engage them to join with her in giving 
thanks to him for the reception of fo great a mercy ; which is very agree¬ 
able to David's pra&ice, in PfaU xxxiv. 2, 3. My foul fhall make her boaft 
in the Lord: Lhe humble fhall hear thereof and be glad. O magnify the‘Lord 
with me y and let us exalt his name together . 

Ver. 7. I charge you y O ye daughters of Jerufalem, by the roes and 
by the hinds of the field , that ye Jlir not uf 7 nor awake my lcve y 
till he pleafe . 

T HERE is’fome difficulty in thefe words concerning the perfon fpeaking, 
who It is, whether Chrift or the church j interpreters are divided about 
it; and there are reafons, not to be defpifed, given on both Tides. 
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Some think that they art the words of the church, charging the daughters 
oF Jerufalem, to give no difturbance to Chrift, her love, and Caufe him to de¬ 
part from her,'with whom Ihe now was, enjoying fweet communion with 
him; which feems to be the fenfe of our tranllators ; and this fenfe of the 
words bids fiiir, if we confider. i. The perfons to whom thefe words are 
fpoken, the daughters of Jerufalem ; who were the friends of the church, the 
virgins, her companions, who attended and waited upon her: Chrift is repre- 
fented in this long as having his friends with him ; and the church, as having 
hers with her, and that in allufion to a nuptial entertainment ; and therefore 
it feems moft reafonable that Ihe lliould fpeak to her friends, and not his; 
2. In al! other places, where thefe words are ufed, they feem to be the words 
of the church, and not of Chrift ; lee Cb . iii. 5, and viii. 4. 3. The man¬ 

ner of the fpeech ftiews it, which is ribtby way of command, which is pro¬ 
per to Chrift, but by way of adjuration, or giving a charge with an oath, 
which is ufual with the church to thefe perfons ; for which, befide the places 
before mentioned, fee Cb. v. S. 4. If we alfo confider the matter, it fuits 
well with the church’s language '; the charatter, my love, is very applicable to 
Chrift, he being the perion whom her foul loved ; the charge that this love 
fhould not be ftirred up, but at pleafure, agrees with Chrift, who is endued' 
with fovereignty, and ought to be at his own liberty to ftay with, or remove 
from his people when he pleafes. 5. It fuits with the context and fcope of 
the place: church was now in Chrift’s arms, where Ihe lay with a great 

deal of pleafure and fatisfa&ion, and being willing to have communion with 
Chrift continued, and not interrupted by thefe perfons, Ihe folemnly adjures 
them, after this manner; which carefulnefs and follicitude of her’s feems alfo 
to be the fcope and defign of thofe other places, Ch. iii. 5. and viii. 4. 

But there are others who think that they are the words of Chrift, and not 
without fome reafon ; for, 1. It was the church, who having folace and eafe 
in Chrift*s arms, was fallen afleep there, and not he in her*s; and therefore, 
that (he might have no difturbance, he charges the daughters of Jerufalem, 
by no means to awake her, till Ihe herfelf thought meet. 2. The church in 
this fong, when fhe gives Chrift a charatter, which is exprefiive of her love, 
does not ufe this word rQHtf Ahabah , love, which is of the feminine gender; 
but another Hfl Dodi, my beloved, ox well beloved, which is of the mafeuline; 
but Chrift makes ufe of this fame word in giving.a loving title to hi$;church, 
as in Cb. vii. 6. and therefore, they feem to be the word*of Chrift, fpeak* 
ing concerning and in behalf of his church. 3. Both the word PDHK Ahabah, 
love , and Techphatz, which is in confthitffcion with it, and is render’d, 

he pleafe, are both of the feminine gender, and fo beft agree with her, and 
may be render’d', that ye JHnnet up etor awaits my love till fhe pleafe ,. 4. The 
following word* feem to coafinjx this fenfe, the voice of my belovedJ What 
voice was this Ihe heard ? why, the charge he gave to the daughters of Jeru¬ 
falem, nqt to difturb her; hich difeovered fo much love and goodnefs in 
him, and her heart , was fo muchaffefted with it* /that fhe breaks out into 
this pathetic exclamation, the voice of my beloved!: And now though' the for¬ 
mer fenfe is notta be.defpifed, yet I muft £onfcfs, I chiefly incline to the. 

4 latter; ’ 
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latter; and having thus confidered whofe words they are, I {hall now confider 
the words themfelves ; m which may be obferved, 

I. The charge given 5 not to ftir up , nor awake the hve 9 till be or Jbepleafe . 

II. The perfons to whom this charge is given ; the daughters of Jerufalem. 

III. The manner in which it is delivered •> I charge you by the roes and by the 
hinds of the field. 

I. Here’s a fclemn charge given not to fttr up , nor awake the love, till he or 
fhe pleafe ; which I have obferved may be uriderftood, either as the church’s 
charge to thefe perfons, not to difturb Chrift, in whofe company Ihe now 
was ; or elfe, as Chrift’s charge to them, not to awake the church, who was 
now (leeping in his arms ; and both thefe fenfes being prefs’d with' fuch rea- 
‘fons as have been hefore obferved* I fhall confider the words both ways: and 
then if we confider them as the church’s charge, not to difturb Chrift, her 
love, they will lead us to obferve, 1. That Chrift is the objedt of the church’s 
love, and of all true believers; there’s none in heaven or on earth, that has 
fo great a (hare in their love as he has ; they love him with al} their hearts 
and fouls, and above all things elfe whatever, and that fo fincerely, and un- 
feignedly, that they can appeal with Peter , to thefearcher of hearts, and fay. 
Lord, thou kn&wejt all things , thou knoweft that I love thee ; which ^rifes from 
the difcoveries of Chrift’s love tcV them, and the views which they have of 
his lovelinefs, and is ftill more ahd more increafed by having nearer commu¬ 
nion and more intimacy and acquaintance with him. 2. That Chrift fleeps 
and takes his reft among his church and people : This is manifeft from her 
carefulnefs, not to have him ftirred up and,awake; the Lord is fometimes 
faid to deep,' and not to awake, when he does not arife to deliver his people 
from danger, or out of the hands of their enemies ; fee Pfah xxxv. 22, 23. 
and xliv. 22, 23. and fometimes when he grants his prefence to them and 
communion with them, as here ; the church is Chrilt’s refting place, where 
he refts in his love towards his :; peo^le, grants his prefence to them, converfes 
with them, and lies all night betwixt their breajls, 3. That Chrift may be 
difturb’d and raifed up from hence, by the fins of his people ; their vexatious 
contentions one with another,* their unfriendly and ungrateful carriage to 
him, often provoke him to remove J from them ; they grieye his fpirit, and 
caufe him to hide his face, which is no ways for their honpur Or comfort. 
4. That believers fhould be very careful that they do not provoke Chrift to 
depart from them 5 and therefore ihould watch againft the very .fir'ft motions 
of fin, and abfiain from all appearance of it ; for finful thoughts,, as well as 
finful aftions, are an abomination'to him, and lead on to the cbmmiftion of 
them ; and it is the defire of believers, under the influences, ahd by the af- 
fiftance of the fpirit of grace, fo to .do *, whiidh fhows tlyjt coiriniunion with 
Chrift is highly-valued by them,‘and what they would not have by any 
means interrupted. 5. That communion, wfiifh fouls have yrieh Chrift, is 
entirely at his pleafere they;cann6t L have it, wh^rf Mhd' as'long as they pleafe, 
but when and as long as he ple'afos’i for ' vihcn ^h 'e glveth quiet nbfs, who then 
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can make trouble ? So when be bidetb bis face , who then can behold him ? as 
Elibu fays, Job xxxiv. 29. the difcoveries of Chrift’s love and grace to his 
people, the grants of his prefence to them, and communion with them, as 
much depend upon his fovereign will and pleafure, as the firft adtings of his 
grace towards and upon finners, do. He may withdraw from his people 
without any provocation, as hefometimes does for he is a God that bidetb 
bis face from the boufe of Jacob ; and is not obliged to give any reafon for it, 
but his own fovereign will, though he always defigns their good and his 
own glory by it; yet he is oftner caufed to arife, and remove from them thro* 
their carnality, lukewarmnefs, ingratitude and unbelief. 

But if we confider the words as the charge of Chrift to the daughters of 
Jerufahni, not to difturb the church, then we may obferve, 1. That the 
church is Chrift’s love ; Ihe is frequently called fo by him in this fong, as in 
Cb . i. 9. 15. and ii. io. and in other places; She has the greateft lhare in his 
affections, as he has in her’s, and has given the fulleft proofs of his love to 
her; which put it beyond all difpute, that flie is the objedl of it, and will 
always continue fo, notwithftanding alf her failings and infirmities. 2. That 
the church (keps and takes her reft in Chrift’s arms. There’s a fleepinefs or 
drowfinefs which attends God’s children, that is 3. finful one; when they fold 
their own arms together, and do not lie in/thrift’s ; in this frame was the 
church, Cb. iii. 1. and v. 2. but this here is a reft'which Chrift gives, afleep 
which he brings his into, when he puts under his everlafting arms, and em¬ 
braces them in his bofom ; for fo he givetb his beloved Jleep , Pfal. cxxvii. 2. 
3. That Chrift values the company and conyerfation of his children; thefe 
are the excellent in the earthy in whom is all his delight ; he loves to fee their 
perfons, and hear their voice; the aftings of their grace upon him are ex¬ 
ceeding delightful to him, and therefore would not have them be difturbed t 
Hence it can never be a work well pleafing to Chrift, for any to fadden the 
hearts, leffen the joys, and weaken the faith of God’s children. 4. That 
Chrift would not have his church’s peace difturbed; though it oftentimes is, 
by quarrelfome and contentious perfons, who are always uneafy themfelves, and 
endeavour to make others fo ; by carnal profejfors, whofe lives and conven¬ 
tions are wounding and grieving to pious fouls ; by errors and berefies which 
fpringing up in churches, trouble fome, and defile others; and often by in¬ 
ward corruptions , thofedomeftic enemies, which are of all the worft and moft 
afflicting ; as well as by Satan , tha^ unwearied enemy ; who, tho’ he cannot 
devour, yet will difturb ; but whether this be done one way or another, it is 
no ways pleafing and grateful to Chrift. 5. Though believers, when under 
the gracious influences of the blefled fpirit, are defirous of communion with 
Chrift, and if they might have it as long as they pleafe, they would have it 
always, and fay as the difciples did, Lord y it is good for us to be here\ yet 
when they begin' to be fleepy and drowfy, they grow carelefs and indifferent 
about it; which juftly provokes Chrift to deprive them of it. So much for 
the charge itfelf. 

II. The perfons to whom this charge is given, are the daughters of Jerufar 
lem; by whom we are to underftand young converts, as has been obferved in 
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Cb. i. 5. Now thefe are very apt to difturb Chrift, by their impatience\ who 
like new born babes, are unwilling to wait till their food is prepared for them ; 
till Chrift’s own time is come, when he will more fully reveal himfelf unto 
them, and give them larger difcoveries of his love; and alfo by their froward- 
nefs y who when their food is prepared for them, grow fullen and will not eat 
it; and like Rachel of old, refufe to be comforted: Or elfe, through the weak - 
nefs of their faiths and living upon their frame j, which young converts are very 
apt to do ; for no longer than they have the difcoveries of Chrift’s love, and 
fenfible communion with him, can they believe their intereft in him ; and there¬ 
fore like froward and impatient children, or poor weaklings, give him a great 
deal of difturbance : and fo taking them as the words of the church, lhe feems 
here to aft the part of a mother; and charges thefe, her children, to be ftill 
and quiet, and give her loving hufband no difturbance, whilft fhe enjoy’d his 
delightful company. 

Moreover, thefe daughters of Jerufalem, or young converts, are very apt 
to give the church difturbance; and therefore Chrift may be reprefented as 
charging them not to do it; this they fometimes do through weaknefs , not 
being able to bear the doctrines of the gofpel; fuch, fome of the Corinthians 
were, who were babes in Chrijl , and therefore the apoftl t fed them with milk y 
and not with meat ; for they were not able to bear it ; by reafon of which, 
many contentions, divifions, and difturbances were raifed in that church : As 
alfo, lometimes through ignorance of gofpel-order, not being fo well verfed in, 
and acquainted with the rules, laws and ordinances of Chrift’s houfe ; fo 
that oftentimes, for want of knowledge in gofpel-difcipline, as well as 
in gofpel-doftrine, they give difturbance to the church of Chrift; all which, 
Chrift knowing full well, gives them this folemn charge. 

III. The manner in which this charge is given, which is very folemn and 
awful; it is with an oath, I adjure you, or I caufe you to fwear by the roes and 
by the hinds of the field , that ye give no difturbance to my love. The mean¬ 
ing is not as if either Chrift or his church fwore by thofe creatures ; for fwear- 
ing by heaven or earth, or by any creature in them, is condemned by Chrift, 
Mat . v. 34, 35, 36, 37. an oath ought not to be taken in trifling cafes, nor 
in any other name than m the name of God ; which, perhaps, is the reafon 
why the Targum thus paraphrafes the words here; I adjure you, 0 ye congre¬ 
gation <?/Ifrael, by the Lord ofhofts, or Tzebaoth, which fame word is ufed for 
roes here, and by the firengtbs or fortreffes of the land of Ifrael, &c. And either, 
1. The words may be paraphrafed thus, I charge you, who are among the 
roes and hinds of the fields, you daughters of Jerufalem, who are lhepherdefles, 
and keep your flocks, where roes and hinds fkip and play; I charge you 
that you give my love no difturbance : Or elfe, 2. Thus, I charge you, O 
ye daughters of Jerufalem, that ye remain or abide with the roes and hinds 
of the field, fo Junius ; mind your own bufinefs, keep your flocks, ftand 
without, whilft I and my love enjoy each others delightful converfation, with¬ 
out any interruption or mokftation from you. Or, 3. Thofe creatures, the roes 
and hinds, it may be, are called in as witneffes to this folemn charge, and to be 
produced againft them, if ever they Ihould break it, as to which, fome¬ 
times heaven and earth, animate and inanimate creatures, are called in ferip- 
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ture. Set Dntt. xxx. 19: JoJb. X*iv. tp Or, 4. This kdjfirttlon or charge 
is made by all that’s deaf, the roes and hihds bring pleafant and lovely crea¬ 
tures, as in Pfiw. r. 19. as iFhe or fhe ffiould fay, I charge you, O ye lovely 
daughters of Jemfalem , by the hinds and roes, which for beauty and lovelinels 
are like to you, as R. Jbtn Ezra obftrves •, if, O ye lovely ones, ye have any 
love for me, I beg, I earneftly entreat of you, that you will caufe neither me 
nor my love any interruption. Or, 5. It may be confidered as a fevere 
threaming to thofe perfons, if they Ihould be unmindful of the charge given 1 
and ’tis as if he fhould fay, I fwear, that if you ftir up, or awake my love y 
that you fhall be food as common to all, as the roes and hinds are ; to which 
purpofe is R. SoLJarcb? sglofs: and thefe creatures being very fwift ones, 
may note the fuddennefs and fwiftnefs of thofe judgments which fhould come 
upon them, in cafe of difobedience. Or, 6. The fenfe may be this ; that as 
ye would, O ye daughters of Jerufalem , be cautious how you ftart thofe timor¬ 
ous creatures, the roes and hinds; fo would I have you be as cautious how 
you ftir up and awake my love, which is as eafily and as quickly done. Or, 
And laftly, I charge you, for the fake of thefe roes and hinds, the Gen¬ 
tiles and nations of the world, that ye do not difturb the peace of my 
church, by fomenting and increafing divifions in it, and fo caufe my name 
to be dilhonoured, my ways to be fpoken evil of, and me to depart from 
you •, but rather keep peace within, walk in wifdom towards them that are 
without ; and by fo doing, you will gratify me, and allure thefe Gentiles to 
your fociety and fellowfhip; who otherwife, like timorous roes and hinds, 
will be frighted and feared from it. 


Ver. 8. 7 be voice of my belovedl behold! be cometh leaping upon 
the mountains , Jkipping upon the bills . 

T HOUGH there was fome difficulty in underftanding the former words, 
whofe they were, whether Chrift’s or the church’s ; yet ’tis certain that 
thefe are fpoken by the church, who hearing Chrift, her beloved, give fuch a 
folemn charge to the daughters of JtruJalem y not to awake her, is fo affefted 
with his love to her, and care of her, that Ihe could not forbear breaking out 
into this pathetic exclamation upon it ; and not only takes notice of this, but 
alfo of fome other inftances of his love and regard unto her: Or elfe, it may 
be fuppofed, that that fweet and comfortable communion which lhe had be¬ 
fore enjoyed with Chrift, mentioned in the preceding verfes, had been for 
fome time interrupted, he having withdrawn himfelf, and ftie being fallen into 
a fpiritual drowfinefs; but he returning again to her, and calling her out of 
this ftate, as in ver. 10. She awakes and takes notice of the feveral fteps and 
procedures of his grace, and records feveral inftances of his love unto her; 
two of which we have mentioned in thefe words. 

L He calh brtto her, and Ihe hears and knows his voice, and fays, *Tis 
the void bf rtn Moved. 


II. He 
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It. He not only calls, but comes, and Ihe fpies him coming; the manner 
of which fhe defcribes to be leaping upon the mountains , flipping upon the 
hills . 


I. The firft thing fhe remarks, is his voice, with which ffie feems to be 
wonderfully affefted ; the voice of my beloved! fome Jewiffi * writers interpret 
this of the voice of the Meffiah; by which may be meant, the gofpel of 
Chrift, by which he fpeaks both to faints and finners; and which has a vir¬ 
tue and efficacy in it, to quicken dead finners, and comfort living faints; 
for though ’tis powerful, yet alluring ; though full of majefty, yet foft and 
charming, and makes delightful mufic in the ears of believers; concerning 
which may be obferved. 

j/?, That the voice of Chrift is known and diftinguiffied by believers, from 
the voice of others; the church was capable of doing this, and therefore fays, 
the voice of my beloved ; fhe could know it to be his voice, and diftinguifh 
it from another’s, even though but juft raifed out of her deep ; nay, fhe could 
do this, when ffie was, as it were, between fleeping and waking ; when 
indulging herfelf in drowfinefs and fecurity, as in Ch. v. 2. and thus Chrift 
fays, John x. 4, 5. of all his fheep, that they not only heard his voice, but 
knew it ; and therefore followed him and not ftrangers; for> fays he, the 
voice of Jirangers they know not . Now if any Ihould afk how Chrift’s voice 
can be known and diftinguiffied from others ; I anfwer, 1. By the majefty of 
it; by this we know the fcriptures to be the word of God ; there appearing 
fuch a ffiine of majefty in them, as does not in any other writings ; and here¬ 
by we know the gofpel to be the voice of Chrift, and can diftinguifh it from 
that which is not fo. Chrift fpeaks in the gofpel, as one having authority , 
and not as the fcribes ; there’s a vaft difference between the words , which man’s 
wifdom teachethy and thofe which the Holy Ghoft teacheth ; the one are low, 
mean, dead and lifelefs ; the other not only come with evidence, and the de- 
monftratian of the fpirit and of power to believers ; but even faften Convic¬ 
tions of the original and authority of them upon the minds of wicked men; 
fee 1 Cor. xiv. 24, 25. .2. By the power and efficacy of it: The gofpel, 
which is Chrift’s voice, comes not in word only , but alfo in power , and in the 
Holy Ghoft ; and fo not only reaches the ear, but alfo the heart; it opens 
blind eyes, unftops deaf ears, quickens, dead finners, awakes fleepy, and 
comforts diftreffed faints, and is in fine, the power of God unto falvation , to 
every one that believes. 3. By the fpiritual food and divine refrefhment it 

affords to believers; who find Chrift’s word and eat it, and it becomes the 
joy and rejoicing of their hearts ; that which is not* Chrift’s word and gofpel, 
js like the chaff to this wheat *, and that which is oppofite to thofe wholefomt 
words of our Lord Jefus r inftead of nouriffiing and refreffiing, as thefe do, 
tat as doth a canker . 4. Believers know this voice of Chrift, and can diftin¬ 

guifh it from others, by its bringing them to him, and not fending them from 
him ; that voice which fends me to my own righteoufnefs, and not to Chrift’s, 
for acceptance with God and juftification before him *, which tends me to my 

tears 
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tears of repentance, and not to Chrift’s blood, for pardon and cleanfing, can 
never be tne voice of Chrilt ; that voice which bids me keep off from Chrift, 
till I have prepared and qualified my felf for him, by my own adts of 
humiliation and obedience, is contrary to that voice ot Chrift, which bids 
me come to him, as a poor, vile, filthy and perilhing finner, in myfelf, 
without him, and venture on him lor life and lalvation ; and therefore 
that cannot be the voice of Chrift. Thus may it be known from the 
voice of a ftranger. 5. Believers have the fpirit of Chrift, who is the 
fpirit cf truth , whofe work and office it is to guide them into all truth % 
and enable them to diftinguifti truth from error ; and this he accord¬ 
ingly does, for he fcarcbes the deep things of God , and reveals them to the 
faints, and abides in them as a fpirit of wifdom and revelation in the knowledge 
of Chrift. 6. They know it by the feriptures of truth, which they di¬ 
ligently learch, and by which they examine every doftrine; and whatfo- 
ever found or language is difagreeable thereunto, they rejeft, as not being 
the voice of Chrift ; to the law and to the tejlimony they appeal, and whofo- 
ever does not fpeak according to this word y they judge it is becaufe there is no 
light in them , ITa. viii. 20. 

2 dly* It may be obferved, that this voice of Chrift, as it may be known 
and diftinguifhed, by believers, from the voice of others, fo it is exceeding 
pleafant and delightful to them. The church feems to fpeak of ic, as being 
lb to her ; and no wonder it was, for it is, 1. A voice of love, grace and 
mercy to poor finners ; ’tis not like the law, a voice of terror, wrath and 
fury; no, it fpeaks peace and pardon to rebellious creatures, and publifhes 
life and falvation to loft finners. Chrift came leaping and flapping like a roe 
or a young hart ; or as it is faid of Naphtali y like a hind let loofe , who givetb 
goodly words ; and no wonder then that his voice was fo delightful. 2. It 
was alfo the voice of her beloved one, who dearly loved her, and had given 
inconteftable proofs of it, and whom fhe loved with all her heart and foul ; 
and therefore his voice, as well as his countenance and perfon, was fweet un¬ 
to her; it was the voice of the bidegroom , and therefore need not be thought 
ftrange, that the bride , as well as her friends , (bould rejoice at it. 

3<//y, We may learn from hence, that Chrift’s voice may be heard before 
he is i'een. The church firft heard his voice, and then Ihe faw him come 
leaping and flapping over the mountains and hills; and this indeed is one 
way by which fouls are brought to a fight of Chrift, viz. by the preaching of 
the gofpel; nay, believers, even when they are without fights of Chrift, and 
fenlible communion with him; yet in hearing the word, can diftinguifh 
Chrift’s voice, and can fet to their feals, that it is his, though, perhaps, they 
cannot immediately take in the comfort of it. 

4 tbly^ Believers would have others know Chrift’s voice as well as they. 
The church knew this to be the voice of Chrift ; but file is not content with 
the knowledge of it herfelf, and therefore fpeaks of it, for the information of 
the daughters of Jerufalem. But, 

II. She not only heard his voice, but alfo fpied him coming to her, though 
at fome diftance; and perhaps, as foon as ever fhe had heard his voice, or 

the 
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the noife of his feet, as R. Aben Ezra explains it, (he lift up her eyes, or 
turned herfelf and faw him upon the march towards her. Here mull be 
confidered, ijl , What is meant by his coming. 2 dfy, The manner of it, 
leaping upon the mountains , and skipping Upon the hills . 3^/y, Why (he pre¬ 

fixes an ecce , or a behold unto it; behold he comeih , &c. 

\ft . It will be proper to confider what is here meant by Chrift’s coming ; 
which muft be underftood, either of his coming in the flefh, which the church 
had then a diftant fight of, and is fince accomplilhed. This coming of Chrift 
from heaven, and out of his father’s bofom, into this finful world, was not 
by a change of place, but by afiumption of nature, whole great end in it was, 
to fave finners, which is entirely anfwered. Now as this had been long pro- 
mifed, frequently prophecied of, and nothing was more earneftly expected, 
paffionately wifhed and prayed for, fo nothing was more delightful to the old 
Teftument faints, than the near approach of it, or more welcome than when 
it was accomplifhed. Gr elfe, by his coming here, may be meant, his fpi- 
ritual coming *, for though he withdraws and abfents himfelf from his people, 
for a time, yet he will not leave them altogether, and always comfortlefs y but 
will come unto them : And the church’s fpying him as coming, fuppofes 
that he was at fome diftance from her, with refpeCt to ferifible communion or 
enjoyment of his prefence, though not with refpeCt, either to union or af¬ 
fection ; for in this feilfe (he is always near unto him: And alfo, that he 
was upon the return to her, whom faith fpy’d, though at a diftance, which 
is agreeable enough to the nature of it; this filled her foul with joy and 
pleasure ; for even diftanr fights of Ghrift, are pleafant, though his nearer 
approaches give a greater fatisfaCtion : His prefence is always welcome to a 
believer, and there’s a great deal of reafon for it ; for he always brings fome- 
thing along with him, never comes empty handed *, yea, never vifits without 
leaving fomething behind him. 

2 dfy) The manner of his coming is exprefled by leaping upon the moun - 
tains^ flipping upon the .bills \ which, if underftood of his coming in the 
flefh, fhews, 1. That there were many difficulties in the way, and fuch 
that were comparable to hills and mountains. The greatnefs of his per- 
ion was no inconfiderable one 5 nay, fuch an one, that it could never have 
been thought that it fhould have been got over, had not God himfelf 
declared it (hould be j and we have undeniable evidence, that it has been \ 
for God to become man, the creator a creature, and the word to be made 
flejh , and dwell among us, is fuch an amazing (loop of deity, and fur- 
prizing inftance of divine condefcenfion, that it is even the wonder of men 
and angels. Alfo the greatnefs of the work he was to do, when come, 
was no fmall difficulty; here were a broken law to fulfil, angry juftice to 
fatisfy, fin to atone for, the wrath of God to bear, many enemies to grapple 
with, and a curfed death to undergo •, arid all this for the vileft of mifere- 
ants, the worft of creatures, whole characters are finners, ungodly perfons, 
and fuch who were enemies to him in tHeir minds by wicked works. Yet, 
2, Thefe difficulties which feem infuperable to us, were eafily furmounted 
by him ; he leap’d and flapp’d over thofe mountains'and hills, which all be¬ 
came 
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came a plain before our great Zerubbabel\ what appear mountain* to us, were 
mole-hills to him: Therefore he readily engaged, and voluntarily undertook 
before time, Jto aflume human nature, which, in time he did with the 
urmoft chearfulnefs - 9 and foewpd hi$ eager defires after it, long v b^fpre his in¬ 
carnation, in often appearing in human forms * and when he was^ctualjy be¬ 
come incarnate, how eager was he for the accompli foment of the wofk he 
came about ? How cafily did he break through all difficulties, difepurage- 
ments, and impediments that lay in his way ? and nothing could ftop him till 
he could fay the work was finifoed, which he undertook •, ana thus, with the 
utmoft fwifenefs and celerity, he came leaping upon.tke tnourftpins, and Jhp - 
ping upon the bills . If we underftand it of his fpirjtual (jpmiflgf ic foews, 
i. That there are impediments in the way of (Thrift's vifitlrigTiis people ; 
fuch as their unbelief, carnality and luktwarmnefs, their want of faith in him, 
and affeftion to him, their backflidings from him, and ingratitude towards 
him \ yet all thefe mountains and hills he leaps ancjl fkips over, refolding that 
nothing foall feparate him and them* 2. That Chpft^s coming to his people 
in a way of grace, is very confpicuous to them \ the eye of faith fpies him 
at a diftance, as it were, upon the mountains: And ajio, that it is very glo¬ 
rious and beautiful; for ft beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that 
Iringeth glad tidings , much more beautiful muft the feet of Chrift, or Chrift 
himfelf be, when he comes and grants his gracious prefence, to his people. 
3. It denotes the fpeedinefs, fwiftnefs and readinefs of Chrift to help his 
people *, he makes hafte and delays not, and therefore is faid to leap and fkip ; 
his heart is fee upon it \ and nothing foall prevent him, though mountains 
and hills are between them. 

$dly, She, prefixes an ecce, & behold, to this coming of Chrift unto her ; 
which, if applied to his coming in the flefo, maybe confidered, either, 
1. As a note of admiration ; as in Ifa . vii. 14. Behold a virgin/hall conceive and 
bearefon: The incarnation of Chrift, though it was confirmed to the church 
by promifes, types and prophecies, yet was fo ftrange and ftupendous a thing, 
that nothing but faith could receive it, and that with the moft profound ad¬ 
miration. 2. As a note of attention or afieveration and fo is ufed by hep 
to ftir up the daughters of Jtrufalem to an obfervation of his near approach, 
end to encourage them in their faith and expe&ation of it, as well as that they 
might participate of her joy in the views thereof; fet Zecb. ix* p. 

Again, if we underftand it of Chrift’s Ipiritual coming; this is, (t.) Mat¬ 
ter of ad miration, and therefore may well have a n ecce, a behold , prefixed to 
jM we have all, who know any thing of this, reafon to fay with Jadas> not 
Ifcarkt , in John, xiv. 22. Lard, bow kit that thou wilt manifejl thyfelf to us , 
and not unto the world ? ( 2^ Jt is alfo worthy of obfervation: Chrift’s fpecial 
grace and favour, in this regard, ought not to be careldly overlook’d ; but 
-we foould t$ke notice pf it. .with thankfulnefs, and wonder at it ourfelves, 
and remark it tp others, >that they .may join with us. in magnifying the Lprd 
onfuch aooccafipfl, as the pfalmift did, in PfaL Jtxxiv. 1, 2, 3. who,. as the 
.church hjere was fp affe&ed with .the loving kipdnefs of the Lord, in this 
inftance of it, th*t;he tells it to others for this.purpofc. 

1 Ver. 
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Ver. 9. My beloved is like a roe, or a young hart; Behold he Jland- 
eth behind our wall, he looketh forth at the windows, Jhewing him- 
felf through the lattefs. 


T 


H E church continues her difcourfe concerning Chrift, and takes notice 
of'the feveral fteps he took in manifefting himfelf unto her. 

I. She compares him to a roe or a young kart. 

II. Declares the feveral gradual diicoveries of himfelf unto her. 

r • ; 

I. She compares him to a rie or a young hart % which feems to be occa- 
fioned by his fwift and fpeedy approach unto her, mentioned in the former 
verfe \ for thefe are creatures remarkable for their fwiftnefs; fee 2 Sam. ii. 18. 
and may have reference to Chrift's celerity in his coming in the flefh, who, as 
‘foon as ever the fulnefs of tirnt was come, made no delay, but immedi¬ 
ately clothed himfelf with Humarf nature, in order to difpatch, with the ut- 
moft fpeed, the work which he had agreed to do > and with no lefs fpeed 
does he hafte to the afliftance of his people, when under trials, defertions, 
temptations and affliftions, and ftiews himfelf to be a very present help in 
trouble: Likewife his fecond coming to raife the dead, judge the world, re¬ 
ward his faints, and punilh his enemies, will be 1 equally as fwift and fudden ; 
for which reafon it is cdmpared, Mat. xxiv. 27. to the lightning which com- 
elb out of the eajl , and in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, Jhineth even 
Unto the weft :■ But befides, the'ftviftnefs of thefe creatures, Chrift may be 
compared to them, or be fald to be like to them on fome other accounts 
is, 1 1. For ‘their r pleafantnefs and lovingnefs: They are pleafant and loving, 
creatures, as appears from Prov.vi 19. Chrift is pleafant and defirabJe .in 
his perfon, to his people, being white and ruddy y and the chief eft among ten 
thoufand\ he is loving in his'carriage and 'deportment to them, and has 
given the moft undeniable proofs; of the realtfyV fihcerity, ftrength and im¬ 
mutability of hi9 love, in Iheddirig his* bldod,'^arid by giving his life for 
them. 2. For their chbicerifcfs^ ahd‘ excellehey/ Sol. Jar chi obferves, 
young roes and harts being the moft; choice, and excellent \ Chrift is fo in his 
fiaSture, peflon, office, people, and ordinances V he is fo in t^ eftjeem of his? 
father, and 1 in the efteem of men and angels *, for' though’ he*s 'difallow’d, 
by 1 fome, yet he is highly Valued by others. 3. For the antipathy there is-, 
between • thefe ereaturefc and'ferpdhts i Hiftorikns report of them/that they) 
fearch out the lucking places of ferperit^, and n6t being .able J tp .come at* 
them in their holes, do, by the very breath of theiij noftrils^ draw them out 
from thence/and then trample upon thefh, tear them in 1 pieces; and cat them: 
This may*hie&ftfre,-’ifeprtfent that ehmity riiere'is between’ihat aid, 
firfetit) fatan, -attdOhriftJefds; iYt^feed'oP fHe^driiaivwho was mahifefted 
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in human nature, to break his head, and deftroy his works, which he has 
accordingly done. It is alfo further b reported of the hart, that after eating 
terpen ts, it prodigious thirfoy, which occaftons'dit^fitf^ries and'la¬ 

mentations, a^d violent pantings after th<a\j^r brooks ; to whitman alJufion 
is made, in PJU. xlii. i. And yet knowing, by ^ inftintt in nature*, that it 
is dangerous to drink until it has digefted them, forbears a while: Thus 
(Thrift, when he deftroy’d that aid. fer.pent, the devil, l fuftained the weight,ofi 
his father’s wrath, which ocpafioned a bloody fweat in the garden, pitedus 
moans upon the crols, a violent confumption of the radical moifture; fo that 
his firengtb was dried up like a.potfherd, and. his tongue cleaved, to bis jaws, 
with the violent thirft that was upon him •, fuch an one he h^d, as j& manifeft 
from thofe words of his, when luffering upon the croft, 1 tbirfi . Moreover, 
it is reported v i n Lybia, where there is. a great number of ferpents, that 
when they fee a Hart lying along,. will, in great numbers at, orice, attack 
him •, fome wrapping themfelves about his feet, others about his horns, hi* 
neck, and belly, and bite him dreadfully, upon whijch he gets up and run* 
about, here and there, in great diftrefs ; but at length# throws himfelf Upoft 
his back ; fome he rubs to death, and others, he devours, and then haftens tO: 
the water brooks to cleanfe and refrefh himfelf . Thus Chrift was befet by, 
all the infernal powers, yet fpoiled them all, got an entire vj&pry over them,; 
and now enjoys the glories of it; Thefe were creatures fit for food, and were 
allowed to be fo by the levitical law; naturalifts d fay, that by their being 
hunted, their flelh becomes fofter. Chrift is the bread of life, and the bidden 
manna 9 he is very agreeable food for fouls ; his flefo, is wept indeed , and hi* 
blood is drink indeed \ and by reafon of the fufferings which he underwent in 
our nature, is become very fuitable food for faith. 5. Thefe creatures are 
long liv’d ones : It is e reported, that Alexander the great having taken fome, 
of them, put golden chains about them, with which they were found, covered 
with fat, a hundred years afterwards, and fcarce any appearance of okl age, 
in them. Chrift lives and wUl Jive for ever; he died once for- the fins of 
men, but will never die more; I am be, Rev. i. 18. fays he, that livetband 
was dead, and behold, 1 am alive for evermore ; for fuch reafons as thefe, and 
perhaps fome others, Chrift may be faid to be like a roe or a young hart . The 
Srptuagint here adds, upon the mountains of Bethel, which is npt in the He¬ 
brew text . 

II. She declares the feveral gradual difeoverie* of himfelf unto her. In the 
former verfe 9 (he tells us, that fhe firft he^rd his : voice, and then faw him 
come leaping upon the mountains , and Jkipping uppn the bills \ and here lhe ob- 
ferves fome nearer approaches, of him to her. 1 jh She fays, that he flood 
behind their wall, idly , Looked forth at the windows. $dly, Shewed himr 
felf through the latttfs . 

J ft* She fays, that he ftqod behind thejr tew//; by which i* meant, eitJwjv 
1. The incarnation of Chrift, whofe glorious deity was covered; and hid under 
the wall of our humanity; which is called our waft, bcqaiife Jhe wa* made 
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partaker of the fame flefliianc} blood with us. Or, %. The waHsxif our hearts, 
of which we read;, Jer. iv. 19. I am pained at ynyvery heart : in ;the Hebrew, 
it is, lam pained at the walk of my heart ; fuch are our fins and tranfgref- 
iions f , which are as fo many walls of feparatipn between Chrift and ns, parti¬ 
cularly unbelief, lukewarmnefs, carnal reafonings, (fic. behind which Chrift 
(lands, and which, by the mighty power of his grace and fprrlt,die batters 
down and demands an entrance. Or elfe, 3. The ceremordal law, which the 
apoftle calls, Epb. ii. 14. the middle wall of partition: This Separated be¬ 
tween Jew and Gentile, and was made up of many hard and difficult pre¬ 
cepts ; behind this wall Chrift flood under the old Teftamenfrdifpenfetion, 
and lhew’d himfelf to his people, though but darkly and obfcurdy, in com- 
parifon of the gofpefrevelation. Or elfe, 4. By it may be meant the church’s 
defence and protection. The church is a city, and a walled one. God him- 
fel is a wall of fire round about it; and has alfo appointed falvation .for walls 
and bulwarks : His miniftring fervants, he has not only fet upon Zion'% 
walls, but has made them as walls of brafs unto them ; he has fet them both 
for the defence of the church and of the gofpel; now Chrift’s Handing be¬ 
hind her wall, may (how that he is ready to protect his people, redrefs their 
grievances, and revenge himfelf upon their enemies. Or father, 5. In ge¬ 
neral, it (hews, that Chrift was nearer unto her than he had been before; (he 
then faw him, but at fome diftance, upon the hills and mountains afar off; 
but now he was come nearer, cveh to her very hofne, and (lands behind the 
wall, being defirous to enter in: But ftill there was fome diftance of com¬ 
munion, a wall between them, and a wall of her own building; it was 
©wing to her own infidelity, carnality and fleepinefs, that Chrift flood at a 
diftance, and drew no nearer than he was ; and yet, notwithftanding this, he 
(lands waiting, as it were, for invitation to enter in. 

2 dfyy She takes notice of a further difeovery of himfelf. He conies from 
behind the wall, and looks in at the windows, to fee in what pdftufe his 
church was, and how things were managed in his houfe. By windows , We 
are not to underftand the windows of the heavens, through which the Lord 
looks down upon his people, and beholds them under all their afflidtions, and 
in their feveral cafes and circumftances, as fome of the * JeWifli writers do ; 
but rather the ordinances of the gofpel, which are that to the church, as win¬ 
dows are to a houfe, they let in light to fouls ; which windows, for the glo¬ 
ry and excellency of them, are faid, Ifa. liv. 12. to be as agates . Chrift 
looks forth at thefe, and (hews himfelf in his glory and beauty tt> his faints* 
even as kings and great men look forth at the windows to be feen in their ma- 
jefty and fplendor, by their people : Alfo in at thefe windows Chrift looks 
and takes notice how his children behave themfelves under the ordinances; 
with what reverence and attention, faith and affedtion, they hear the word \ 
and in what becoming manner they carry themfelvds at the table of the Lord ; 
and there’s not the lead motion of the heart, that efcapes his notice. 

3 dly 9 She takes notice of his Jbewing himfelf through the tattejfes ; which 
feems to intend a more clear and glorious difeovery of himfelf in the means 
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and ordinances of the gofpel; though’ Indeed, our cleartft fights of Chrift 
here, are bot ak through a glafs darkly , through window's Mid lattefles, and 
not face to fate; as they will be in another world: And it may be obferved 
from hence, that unlefs Chrift Jbews himftlf unto us, we can get no fight of 
him; for when be bidet b bis face, who then can behold him? As alfo, that 
Chrift ufually difeovers himfelf in the ufe of means, through the ordinances ; 
and therefore thefe are to be obferved carefully, and attended on conftantly. 
Moreover, a behold is prefixed to all thefe gradual manifeftations of himfelf, 
which lhews us, that Chrift’s difeoveries of himfelf to his people, are ex¬ 
ceeding wonderful and ravifhing •, a glimpfe of him behind the wall, is a 
furprifing inftance of his grace, much more his looking forth at the win¬ 
dows ■, and his lbewing or flourijbing " himfelf, in all his beauty and glory, 
through the lattefles, as the word fignifies, this is enough to throw us into 
the greateft raptures and extacies of mind, and fill us with a joy unfpeakable 
and full of glory. 

Ver. 10. My beloved /fake, and faid unto me, rife up my love, my 
fair one, and come away. 

C HRIST having made fo near an approach to his church, as to come 
to her very wall, nay, to look in at the windows, and lhew him- 
felt to her through the lattefs, calls aloud to her to arife from her fleep, and 
come away with him •, which (he diftindtly heard and underftood, and there¬ 
fore relates the very words he faid to her, which fhe might be capable of; 
for if flie could fay it was the voice of her beloved, when he was a great way 
off, at a diftance from her, upon the hills and mountains ; fhe muft needs 
know and underftand diftindtly what he faid now, when he was fo near her. 
Thefe then are the words of the church, giving an account of what her be¬ 
loved laid to her, when he made her this kind and indulgent vific; in which 
may be confidered, 

I. The preface to the following difeourfe j my beloved fpake, and faid unto 
me. 

II. The exhortation which he preffe9 a compliance to ; rife up, and come 
away. 

III. Some affedtionate titles which he gives her; my love, my fair one. 

I. The preface which Ihe makes to this difeourfe, of Chrift to her, of 
-which lhe gives an account in this and the following verfes, is, my beloved 
fpake, and faid unto me : In which may be confidered, i. The perfon fpeak- 
ing, my beloved ; which title has been frequently met with, and explained, 
particularly in Cb. i. 13, 2. The mode of expreflion in this preface, which 

in th t Hebrew text is thus, my beloved anfwered and faid unto me ; which mode 
of fpeaking is frequently made ufe of by Chrift in the new Teftament, and, 
perhaps, is an Hebraifm in all thole places, where it is there ufed but here 
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it feems to be expreflhje of ananfwer toa ^ fecret petipon of ^ TTlere is r 
undoubtedly fuch a tjking as mental, as well is vocal p^ayer^m which the- 
defires of the foul are put up to God; and that under the influences of the * 
fpirit, who maketh intercejfion for the faints, with groanings which cannot be 
uttered ; and fuch mental petitions and defires, are heard, regarded and an- 
fwered by Chrift Jefus, who is privy to the fecret motions oi our fouls God- 
ward, and underftands full well the language of a figh and groan ; which (hews 
him to be the omnifcient God 9 gives a manifeft proof of his deity, as well 
as evidences his tender regard to his people, and his readinefs to help them 
under all their diftreffes. 3. The notice which (he takes of it. As Chrift is 
not always dumb, but opens his mouth, and returns fuitable anfwers, gives 
proper diredtions and inftrudtions, and lpeaks peace and confolation to his 
people; fo they are not always deaf, but have ears to hear, they liften to 
what he fays, and as they can diftinguifh his voice from another’s, fo they 
regard it above all others: What he fpeaks unto them, is received with 
much pleafure and delight s his words are not harlh and auftere, but full of 
love, grace, pity and companion. Now it may be obferved from hence, that 
there is fuch a thing as iouls being fatisficd when Chrift fpeaks to them, and 
that it is not a delufion ; the church knew that it was her beloved that Ipake 
and not another •, and that he fpakc to her in particular, my belovedfpake, and 
jiaid unto me : and fo every believer may, in fome meafure, know when Chrift 
fpeaks unto him, and that it is not a delufion; as when it makes us love 
Chrift more, and quickens us to our duty ; or when it difcovers Chrift’s 
love to us and our intereft in him ; when it excites our faith, our hope and 
joy, has a tendency to promote holinefs of heart and life, puts us upon, 
glorifying Chrift, and makes us more active and vigorous in his fervice; all 
which feem to be theeffedt of Chrift’s fpeaking to the church here. But, 

II. What Chrift fays unto her, is by way of exhortation ; which confifts 
of two parts. \Ji, To rife up, idly. To come away . 

\ft. He exhorts her to rife up , and that in the moft tender and affedtionate 
manner, as will be obferved hereafter ; which fuppofes either that (he was 
afleep upon a bed of carnal fecurity, indulging herfelf. in eafe and Qoth: 
Or elfe, that fhe was caft down in her foul, under a fenfe of fin, and for 
want of his prefence, fitting in darknefs, without the light of his counte¬ 
nance, bemoaning her forrowfui and difconfolate condition. As alfo, that 
walking in the path of faith, and tunning in the ways of Chrift’s command¬ 
ments, better became her, than fitting ftill, and being indolent ; ^nd like- 
wife, that to lift up the head, and being of a chearful fpirit, better’fuited 
with the fpoufe of Chrift, than a fad and dejected countenance ; who had no 
need to fit in the duft, and clothe herfelf with fackcloth and allies, when 
fhe is the king 9 s daughter , nay, the queen herfelf, whole clothing is the gold 
of Ophir. ^ So that neither an indolent and unadtive,. nor a forrowfui and 
dejedted fpirit becomes the people of God and fpoufe of Chrift. 

idly. He exhorts her alfo to come away ; from whence? why, from off her 
fluggifh bed, or from out of her prifon of darknefs arid unbelief, or from 
the company and converfation of wicked and ungodly men » and, in fhort, 

4 from 
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from every thing tfot might bring a diihoqouf to hin>, or be prejudi¬ 
cial to herfclf i whjcfyjhgws fte great regard that Chrjjfl: W ^ her - 
tfuc whither wdjjJd he have hpr come? Why, to hinif^U, wherq lhe might 
have peace an 4 *comTort, enjoy fweet Communion with hipa, byt r out of the 
reach of engipjtf* and free from danger by them •, he would faf/e her quit 
her former companions, her former eafe and pleafures, and go. with him, 
where lhe fhould enjoy eafe, pleafure and converfatjpn fuperior tq tHpre,; he 
would have her be up and about her duty, following him, the lamb y whitner- 
foever he went: In giving which advice, he fought .her own good ana com¬ 
fort, as well as his own glory. ' The Jewifti 1 writers underfhnd it as God’s 
call to the people of Ifrael to come out of Egypt. 

III. The loving and affeftiohate titles which he give? her, .are, l. My love , 
which has been already explained, in Cb. i. 9. 2. 'My. fair one ; i\\ what 

fenfe the church is fair and comely, has been Ihown in Cb. i. 5. The church 
is ChrifVs fair one, not upon the account of her works of righteoufnels, as 
the Targum explains it i but upon the account of the imputation of Chrift’s 
righteoufnefs, the pardon of her fins through his blood, and the fandtification 
of his fpirit. The Septuagint add a third character, my dove , but this is not in 
the Hebrew text. Now he ufes thefe titles, (1.) To dhow her his ardent 


love and tender affections to her •, that though flie was in a carnal and fecure 
frame, and negligent in her duty, yet fhe was his love and fair one Hill. (2.) 
To remove all difeouragements from her that might arife from the confidera- 
tion of her prefent date and condition. (3.) To prevail upon her to arife and 
go with him •, and indeed, an exhortation expreffed in luch moving lan¬ 
guage, delivered in fuch an affectionate manner, one would think, could not 
fail of fucceeding j efpecially when prefs’d with a claim of intereft in her, 
my love and my fair one \ as alfo when defigned for her own good, for fo the 
words may be read k , rife up for thy felf y and come away for thy fclf \ it will 
turn to thy advantage if thou doft do fo •, if not, it will be detrimental to 
thee. What other arguments he makes ufe of to enforce this upon her, will 
be feen in the following verfes. 


Ver. ix. For Jo, the winter is pajl y the rain is over and gone. 

C HRIST here prefles upon and encourages his church to rife up from 
her prefent Hate of fleep and (loth, and come away with him, where fhe 
might enjoy peace and pleafure y and this he does by informing her that it was 
flow Spring time, that the winter viz$pajl y and the lpring was come, in which 
every thing look’d gay, pleafant and delightful •, that the rain was over and 
gont y whicn made journies difficult, and rivers unpaffable, and in the room of 
it, fair and funfhine weather * that that time of the year was over, which was 
bad to travel in, as Chriffc fays, pray ye that your flight be not in the winter j 
and therefore lhe might, without fear, and with the utmoft fafety, as well ap 
pleafure, venture abroad with him. Now by this winter , which is faid to be 
pafl % and rir rain tbat is faid to be over and gone, may be meant, either, 

Ftrft % 

1 Targum. R. Sol. Tarchi and R. Aben Ezra in loc. k Obi *1*7 iftlp furge libi It 
abi tiki. Jr. Mate, C$c<t iut and giinftvorfb. 
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fVr/J> The ftate and condition, both of the Jews and GentUf^ before the 
coming of Chrill in theflefh v when k was a winter, a rainy and ftonpy dif¬ 
penfation with both of them. And, 

i/f, It may be expreffive of the ftate of the Jews before Chrift's coming; 
’Tis true, they were a people peculiarly ehofen by God, and were indulged 
by him with fpecial favours above the Gentiles * they had the. knowledge 
©f the true God, and were inftru£ted in his mind and will * far he gave then* 
hislaw'to direffc them, and fent his prophets, time after time, r t0 inform, teach, 
rebuke, warn and admomilh them, whilft the Gentiles lived without th$ Jaw* 
and had only the dim light of mature to guide them: and yet the difpenfation 
which the Jews were under, before Chrift’s coming, when compared with 
the gofpel difpenfation, maybe faid to be a winter, a rainy andftormy one* 
which began when the law was given on mount Sinai, which was attended 
wkh blatknifii darknefs. axd tmpeji: Thefe people were ail along treated by 
God, as if they had been under a covenant of works * for whilft they lived 
in obedience to the Divine Will, they enjoyed, without difturbance their civil 
and religious privileges* but when they broke and trangreffed the Divine 
Laws, the clouds of God’s wrath gathered thick and .black about them, and 
ftorjny judgments defcended on them, which begat in them a fpirit of bond¬ 
age ; lb that their fervices, which they performed to God* wene not attend¬ 
ed with that fpirit of liberty and ingenuity, with that faith and chearfulnefs, as 
now appear in the faints in this fpring time of the gofpel: it was a time of cold- 
nefs and barrennefs, the fun of rigbteoufnefs not having as yet arjfen in their Hori¬ 
zon^ with his warming and fruttifying influences, as he has done fince* it was a 
time of much darknefs and obfeurity; for tho* there were fotne difeoveriqs of 
Chrift and his grace to believers then, yet thefe were made through dark 
lhadows, cloudy and ftneaky facrifices: a little before Chrift’s coming in the 
flelh, and appearing in his publick miniftry, there was a violent rain, nay, a 
flood of error, infidelity and prophanenefs, came pouring, in ..among them * 
the law of God was corrupted with falfeigloffes, his inftitutfions and ordinances 
changed and alter’d, and his temple prOphaned : One fort fet up the traditions 
of the elders, againft the pofitive commands of God; another denied the 
refurreftion of the dead, and a future, judgment* and both pbftinalelyperfifted 
in their infidelity, concerning" the Meffiah, when he appeared among them. 
This was the face of things when Chrift was manifefted m the flefh* who, 
by his miniftry, check’d the infidelity and prophanenefs of the age* and by 
hi* death, put a period to the mofaic difpenfation: So that now. thofe cloudy 
and fhadowifh ceremonies are gone * the night of Jewilh. darknefs is end¬ 
ed, and the old covenant is waxen old, and vanilhed away. 

idly* It may alfo point out the ftate andcondhiion of the Gentiles before Chrift’s 
coming. The times, before the gofpel came among them, were, times of igno¬ 
rance \ they were ftrangersto the knowledge of the true God*! to his mind, will, 
brworlhip j darknefs covered them, yea, grofs darknefkrwa*,allaround theafr; 
ffiorms of Divine wrath hung over their heads; they were undd the manifeft to¬ 
kens of God’s difpleafure, being givetvup to judidal blhwdiwfsf and hardnefeof 
heart, and 1 were fhut Op in fin andunbettefi thei# hearts were frozen up* atii 

4 feem’d 
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fcfem'd fcarce elfrtble of having any ifiipreflions made upon tkerrn the .Gentile 
world looked like An heath, a defarc, ofU wildcrnefs, all barfemand unfruitful, 
like the earth in winter time ; and an impetuous rain and flood of prophanenefs* 
error and fedu&ibn, overflowed it : Xiod fuffbred them to walk in: their own 
ways, aAd to- follow the imaginations of their own hearts; they were left to 
Worfhip birds, four footed beafts, and creeping things •, to fall down toitocka 
and (tones, and graven images, and pray to a God that could not favo.^Buc 
when the gofpel: was fent^amOng them, by Chrift,' the face of th^Gerttile 
wbrld was quite altered, and^appeared like the earth .after a winter fcifon, 
upon the returning fpring : Gofpel-light diffufedritfHf through all the parts 
thereof, and difpfclled the lhades of darknefe, blindnefs, ignorance, pro? 
phanenefs and infidelity ; gofpel-grace with its warming influences, thaw'd 
their frozen hearts,'and left fome deep and lafting imprdTions ontheni. That 
which look'd like a wildemefs is’become a fruitful* field ; and that which'was 
as a defart, now appears as the garden of the Lord.. Such a mighty change 
ha^ the fpring-time of the gofpel made in the Gentile world. Or elfe,. ,i; 

Secondly , This winter and rain , which Chrift: fays* were pajl and gone? may 
be underftood of the fpiritual ftate of fouls; and that either bfefore* or after 
converfion. The ftate of believers, before converfion, may be reprefented 
by it, which is a time of darknefs, deadnefs, coldnefs, barren nefs "and un- 
fruitfulnefs, and is only removed by the powerful, and efficacious grace of 
Chrift ; and often after converfion, it is V winter feafon with them ; they 
are frequently annoy'd with the bluftering winds and rains of iatan's tciuptar 
tions, which beat upon them, like a florin againft, a wall: This enemy of their 
fouls often comei in like a flood upon them, and< Would bear them away, were 
it not for the power and grace of the fpirit of God, which are oppofed untd 
it: They are often under the fearful apprehenfiona of ftorms or impending 
Wrath, for their fins and trailfgreflions againft God: They are ftldom free 
-fforiv (harp crofles and afflidtions, and are often under the nipping' blafts of 
^erfecution ; which may be compared to the winter feafon for its ftiarpnefs 
iirid feverity, though* exceeding whoiefome. 

^ Moreover, they are fometimes in a great deal of darknef? of foul; the 
Jrfotids jntefpofe between Chrift and them, fo as they cannot behold him 2nd 
'their intereft in hitq j their hearts are often hard and frozen up,, as, no jm r 
tpWfiicns are madey either by the preaching/of^he ward^ of by?the provi^ 
T £fences of God ; a tjreat deal of coldnefs frequeriily*ai;'teDdjs fheffi.;: there’s A 
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ooineumcs mey uxjk nice firsts an winder, uarren ano wnjruuiuj, wicn no apr 
<y&U&nce of the fruit of grace,) or kaves of profeffioo, but as if they w^ en- 
-tir$)y dead and lifeleftij jand: when,th» is their cafe, it may be faicftp be a 
-winter feafap with them: but though this isifoteetimes their cafe,; it is not 
alwajfsV.tbey dare. theic'returning,feafons,of peace, joy and corjifortt-ryhen 
■it- may be iht winter it paji t ,«nd the rain it fiver ani gp»e,\ then 
;ligh« breaks m iuponi their fouls,: apd:their hearts ^re rneited yrifcba f«nf<? of 
iBtvine-lov*; itbay/bacoroc UYdly Bhefr fWies.and ,m jhd exstcifedf, their 
Uir ' 1 ' A grace, 
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grace, and fruitful in every good word and work 5 calmnefs and ferenity 
of mind, peace of cqnfc^rxce, apd joy in.the. HoIv GJjpfl:, the delightful 
bleflings which the foul no>y enjoys : All thefe, and much more, does the fun 
of rigbiioufnifs brirt^’ albrig with him, and produce in us, when he arifetb 
with healing in bis wings, and turns a cold and nipping winter into a pleafant 
and delightful fpring. But when it is a winter feafon with believers, they 
have little or nd communion with Chrift, which was the church’s cafe here ; 
the rains that fall, arid the floods occafioned thereby, interrupt their fellow- 
Ihip; and the clouds of darknefs, and doubts and fears, which hang over 
their heads, hinder them from, beholding Chrift, or their interpft in him. 
Now this mult needs be a very melancholy and uncomfortable time unto 
them j and therefore to hear that the winter is paji , and the fpring is come, 
that the rain is over and gone , that the clouds are difperfed, and the air is 
clear, bright and ferene, muft needs be good news and glad tidings to them. 
Moreover, fouls, whilft in fuch a ftate, are ufually indolent and ina&ivq ; 
they have neither hearts nor hands to work, 1 but both are fealed up ; tjiey 
are neither diligent in the way of their duty, nor a&ive in the exercife of 
grace, as the church appears to be here. Alfo they are ready to think that 
the winter is not over when it is, But fear that there are more ftorms behind ; 
not only of erodes, affli&ions, perfections and temptations, but which are 
worfe than all the reft, that there are ftorms of divine.wrath and anger be¬ 
hind, which will fall upon them ; though thefe have been all born by 
Chrift, and are effectually and eternally'removed by him ; and believers may 
beaflfured of this, whatever their fears are, that not a drop'of wrath\fhall 
fall upon them \ for Chrift has fatisfied law and juftice, and fo hath delivered 
them from the wrath which is to come\ arid he that has donethi$, fays, the 
winter is paft , and the rain is over and gone t This is the vqjce of the gofpel, 
and a joyful found it is. The a Jewifh writers interpret this of the bondage 
of the pfeople of Ifrael in Egypt , and their deliverance out of \t ; as do fome. 
Chriftian b interpreters, of the Babylonifli captivity, ai>d the Jews deliver¬ 
ance from thence, it being a Chaldee e word that is here ufed to ,exprefs the 
feafon of the year by ; but the fenfes before given, feem to be much prefer¬ 
able to either of them ; though *tis true that the two former deliverances did 
pfoduce a fpring time of joy and rejoicing after a cold and nipping winter of; 
trouble and forrow, and were indeed'wrought in the fpring of the yCar; as 
was alfo our redemption by Chrift Jefus. 
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a Targum, R. Sol. Jarchi and R. Aben Ezra in lac.. .. .. \ Brightman and Cotton in loc. 

* 1HD k Quod legitur quafi ^flD fcriberetur, alibi in feriptur* -non kvenitur, eft autem vox 
Cbaidaxca j*4U"lD pro Hebrsa £pn hyems, Mercer in loc, 
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An Exposition of the Chap. B» 


Ver. 12. 73 be flowers appear on tie earth , the time of the flng- 
ing of birds is comc y and the voice of the turtle is beard in our 
land . 

T HE church goes on to give an account of the prefling inftances that 
Chrift made unto her, to arife and come away, which he had done in 
the former verfe y by alluring her that the winter was paft, and therefore, lhe 
need not be afraid of nipping b) alls and bluftering ftorms, nor of heavy-rains, 
which would make travelling difficult, as well as unpleafant; and here he en- / 
courages her to arife and come with him, from the pleafantnefs of the fpring, 
of which he gives the following account, in this and the next verfe, enough 
to tempt her to a compliance. In this verfe he fays, 

I. That the flowers appear on the earth. 

II. That the time of the finging of birds was come . 

III. That the voice of the turtle was beard in their land . All which are lo. 
many evident demonftrations of the fpring-tinae of the year, which of 
all others is the molt pleafant. 

I. The firft fign of the fpring, and which he mentions to prevail upon her 
to quit her prefent place and pofture, and go with him, is, that the flowers ap¬ 
pear in the earth : In the winter feafon the earth appears barren apd- unfruit- . 
ful, being nipp’d with cold winds, froft and rain ; but when the fun returns 
with its warming influences, it quickens thofe herbs and plants which before 
lay hid, and caufes them to fpring forth and flourilh $ fo that the fields and 
meadows, as well as gardens, are covered with a variety- of herbs, plants 
and beautiful flowers, which are very pleafant to the eye, and caufe walking 
in the fields to be very delightful. Now by thefe flowers may be meant, ei¬ 
ther the grace s of the fpirit in the faints, which, when it is a winter feafon 
with them, lie dormant, and are, as it were, dead and lifelefs, and are fcarce- 
ly difcernable, either to themfelves or others ; but upon the return of the fun 
of righteoufnefsy they revive and Ihew themfelves in all their glory, fend forth 
a grateful odour, and give a delightful profpeft to all beholders; fuch are 
thofe flowers of faith, hope, love, humility, felf-deqial, patience, long fuf- 
faring* forbearance with and forgivenefs of each other. Or elfe, by thefe 
flowers may be meantthe faints themfelves: The Targum interprets them of 
Mofes and Aaron , which, perhaps, for their grace and uprightnefs, are there 
compared to palm-tree branches, as do alfo R. Sol . Jarcbi and R. Alfhecb 
of the two Mefliahs, but R. Aben Ezra thinks, that all the righteous men of 
Ifrael are intended; and *tis beft to under Hand it of all the faints, efpecially 
when in a flounlhing condition, and in the exercife of grace - r who may be 
compared to the flowers of the field, i. For the produttion of them. The 
covering of the earth with grafs, herbs, plants, and beautiful flowers, in 
the fprjpg-leafon, is a great inftance of God’s mighty powers it is no. other 
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than a kind* of a re-creation. This ftrange, though common change that is 
made in the earth; by the returning fpring, is elegantlydefcribed, as well as 
entirely referred to the Divine Spirit, by the royal Pfalrhift, thus Pfal . civ; 
30. Thou fendeji forth thy fpirit y they are created: rfnd thou renewejt the face 
of the earth. Saints arc flowers, not of man’s, but of God’s raifing ; they 
are not born of the will of man> nor of the will of the flefh> btft of God: Their 
grace, and all the flourifhings of it, are not owing to their own care, dili¬ 
gence and induftry, but to the-power and fpirit of God, who worketb in them, 
both to will and to do> of his good pleafure ; for this work of grace upon their 
fouls, is a work of almighty power, and is no lefs than a new creation j and 
whether we confider it in its firft beginning, or in its after growth arid in- 
create, it muft be referred to a power fuperior to ours. 2. For their fraganey.. 
The perfons of believers are of a fweet fmelling favour, being perfumed 
with Chrift’s mediation, and covered with the fweet fmelling garment of 
Chrift’s righteoufnefs; and fo. are their fervices, their prayers and praifes, 
put up and. performed in the faith of Jefus. 3. For their beauty ana orna¬ 
ment. How beautiful and glorious muft thofe fields look, where rofes are, 
and lilies grow, which in glory are equal with, nay, fuperior to the greateft! 
of princes ; for ] Solomon in all his glory , was not array'd like one of thefe *, fuch 
as Sharon's field, and the rofes and lilies there, which are here alluded to. 


Saints are exceeding beautiful and glorious in Chrift, and ornamental to him, „ 
being fanftified by his fpirit, and clothed with his righteoufnefs. 4. Saints 
may be compared to flowers, which appear in the earth, in the fpring fea- 
fon, with an air of gayety and chearfulnefs, on the account of that joy and 
confolation which their fouls, are poffefs’d of, when their grace is revived and 
in exercife, particularly when faith is, and when Chrift returns to them, arid 
they enjoy his prefence. Thus the blolToming and flourilhing eftate of the 
church is, join’d with joy and rejoicing, in Ifa . xxxv. 1, 2'. .Now all this , 
fragrancy, beauty and flourilhing condition of the faints ? are owing to the 
arifing of the fun of righteoufnefs upon them, to the dews of divine grace, 
fhowers of bound lefs love, frequent waterings of heaven, and to their being 
planted and growing in a fruitful foil, Chrift Jefus; and, perhaps, it may 
not be amifs to interpret this of that large produftion and converfion of fouls 
to Chrift, and of that appearance of many beautiful flowers in the church of 
Chrift in the firft ages ol chriftianity, when faints appeared in the beauties of 
holinefsy• and Chrift had the dew of his youth ; and which time was a delightful 
fpring-feafon, after a long winter of Jewilh and Gentile darknels. _ . 

II. Another indication of the fpring’s being come, and which he makes ufe 
of as an argument to induce her to arife and come away, is, that the time of 
the fining of birds was come. Some d underftand this of the time of cutting 
and pruning vines, or lopping trees j and to this purpofe the Septuagint read 
the words thus, e the tme of cutting is corner which agrees well enough with 
the firft times of th^golpel, when Chrift’s Father atted the part of an huf- 
bandman, and lopp’d off the unfruitful branches the Jews, engrafted the 

X 2 Gentiles, 


* Plerique in Sanft. in loc. fid. R: Aben Ezra in loc. • 

Tcmpus putationis advenit, Vulg % hat . 
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Gentiles, caufed them to bring forth fruit, and pruned them, that they might 
bring forth morie j tirhfch feems well enough to agree with the feafon of the 
year f , the fprihg, at which time, efpecially at the beginning of it, vines 
Were ufuaHy cut and pruned : though by the y*argum 9 it is referred to the time of 
cfitting or gathering in the firjt fruits , as it is alio by * fome, to the gathering of 
flowers, making of garlands, fcfr. as well as applied by others, h to the i;ime 
of making incifures in the Balfam or Cyprus trees, in the vineyards of Engedi ; 
but nothing is more agreeable than our verfion, and which is the fenle that 
is given of the word by feveral Jewifti 1 writers; and exaftly fuits with the 
gofpel difpenfation, in which, from the uttermoft parts of the earthy fongs arc 
beardy fung in warbling riotes and tuneful lays, by fouls called by divine 
grace ; whofe ufual themes are, the grace and mercy of God the Father, the 
redeeming love of God the Son, the fpiritual bleflings in him, the glory of 
his righteoufnefs to juftify them, and the fulnefs of his grace and power to 
keep and preferve them: Like little birds they fit, and chirp and fing the 
praifes of the Lord, in pfalms and hymns and fpiritual fongs y making melody in 
their hearts unto him ; and this they do as well as they can in this imperfeft 
life, though their hearts are often out of tune, and they fing with faint and 
feeble notes; but the time is coming, when they fhall be clothed in white, 
have harps in their hands, Hallelujah’s in their mouths, and be employ’d in 
this delightful fervice for evermore. But however, this prefent gofpel dif¬ 
penfation may well be called a time of the finging of birds , a time of joy and 
rejoicing, in comparifon of the legal one, in which was heard, not the chirp¬ 
ing and finging of birds, but the found of a trumpet , and the voice of words , 
which were awful and terrible. 

III. As a further evidence of the fpring’s being come, and the more to 
allure her to arife and go with him k , he fays, that the voice of the turtle was 
heard in their land ; which is a kind of dove, that^ as naturalifls 1 tell us, 
lies hid in the Winter time, and appears in the fprtilg ; by which may be 
meant, either the church, which is compared to a turtle dove, PfaL lxxiv. 
19. whofe voice' is heard in prayer to Chrift, and who, in the preaching of 
the gofpel, fpeaks of him, and in the public profeflion of his caufe and intereft, 
fpeaks for him ; which voice, in ver. 14. is very pleafant to him : Or elfe, 
the Voice of the H 61 y Ghoft, according to the *Targum y who once appeared 
in th^ form of a dove, and whofe voice, in the hearts of believers, is very 
comfortable; for he fpeaks peace and pardpn throughi Clift's blood, bears 
wftftefs to our fonfhip, and is the pledge of our future inheritable : or the 
-voice of God the Father, declaring his well pleafe^nds in Chrift, which was 
heard in Judea 9 both at his baptifm, and at his transfiguration upon the 
mount i or the voice of JobnthzBoptiJl, who was the forerunner of Chrift, 

. ' and 

1 Plin. I. 17. c. 22. Hence (ay* the Poet, »»> Irafttpo 10, 
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^na declared him to be at hand and fo R. Adjbecb interprets it of Elijah , 
that was tp cpme before the Mefliah, and dies' the paffage in Mdl. iv. 5. and 
others, m underftand it of the Mefliah himfelf; or elfe, the voice of Chrift 
himfelf, preaching the everlafting gofpel: R . Simeon Ben Jochai * underftands 
it of the voice of the law, in the days of the Mefliah ; but rather the gof¬ 
pel itfelf, that joyful found of peace, pardon, righteoufnefs, life and falvation 
by Chrift, is meant-, which was heard, fora while, only in Judea 9 which; 
perhaps, is the land here intended, called by way of eminency and fpeciaky, 
cur land , though afterwards this voice was heard throughout the Gentile world; 
for Chrift gave his difciples a commifiion to go into all the worlds and preach 
the gofpel to every creature \ who accordingly did, and their found went into 
all the earthy and their words unto the ends of the world ; and a joyful feafon it 
was, and ftill is to the poor Gentiles, where this voice is heard j and bkffed 
be God, it is heard in our land. 


Ver. 13. TheJig-treeputteth forth her green jigs> and the vines with 
the tender grape give a good ftnell. Arife> my bve 9 my fair one , 
and come away . 

rjp O the three former evidences of the fpring, here are added two more. 

I. The fig-tree putteth forth her green figs. 

II. The vines with the tender grape give a good ftnelli As alfb, 

III. The former call is repeated, Arife, my love , my fair one , and comt 
away . 

I. As a fourth evidence of the winter being over, and the fpring being come, 
Chrift tells his church that the fig-tree was putting forth her green figs which 
is a full confirmation of its being come, nay, of its being pretty well advan¬ 
ced •, for Chrift, in Mat . xxiv. 32. makes it a fign of the funnier* s being at 
hand, when the fig-tree lhoots out. its tender branches, and puts forth its 
leaves. R . Aben Ezra thinks that the word tranflated, putteth forth , figni- 
fies the fweetning of the figs, and fo points out the time when the green or 
unripe figs begin to grow fweet and eatable. So that as the flowry fields 
would be delightful to her eye, and the chirping birds^ affedfcherear; there 
were alfo figs ripening apace to pleafe her tafte j as the vine9 with the tender 
grape in the following inftance, would give a refrelhing odour to her fmell 
all which would be very entertaining to her, and one would think enough 
to invite her to arife and go with him. By the fig-tree , both the Targum and 
R. Aben Ezra underftand the congregation of Ifraeb 9 who, they fay, is here 
compared unto it, as indeed, lfrael is to the firft ripe fruit of this tree, Hof ix. 
10. and the godly among the captive Jews are, in Jer. xxiv. 2 —- — 5. and J 
therefore by it may be meant, the faints putting forth their grace in exer* 
cife on Chrift; who may be compared to fig-trees for the following reafons. 
4 1. The 

? Pefikta in Yalkut in Joe. * In Zohar in Gen; fol, 121.3. 
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f i j . The fig-tree is a tree Full of large leaves, fo large, thaff our firft parents* 
after their fill, by fewing them together, made themfeltfes aprons to cover 
their nakednefs; which may be an emblem of a prOfefiion of religion, and 
of a converfation agreeable to it ; which, though they ought to be found in 
us, yet are. not fufficient to cover us; for we muft alfo have Chrift’s righte* 
oulhefs put upon us, and his grace wrought in us, otherwile we fliall be like 
the fig-tree, to which Chrift came, Mat. xxi. 19. and found nothing thereon 
but leaves only : and therefore, as the faints are like fig-trees that have the 
large ever green and flourifhing leaves of a Chriftian profeffion and gofpel 
converfation upon them, fo, 2. They may be compared to them for their 
fruitfulness. The fig-tree is a tree that bears fruit as well as leaves, and that 
which is very wholefome, pleafant and delightful : and if the Egyptian fig- 
tree is meant that is faid 0 to bear fruit feven times a year, and as foon as you 
gather one fig, immediately there’s another. *Tis true, there are barren fig- 
trees, that have no fruit upon them ; fuch an one is mentioned in Luke xiii. 
6, 7. as there are alfo barren profeflbrs, but fuch are not the faints, who are 
filled and laden with the fruits of right eoufnefs, and graces of the fpirit, which 
they receive from Chrift Jefus^ from whom all their fruit is found . Now as 
this is to be found from none but him, fo neither-is it found in any but in 
them ; for do men gather grapes of thorns , or figs of thiftles ? It is impoflible 5 
this fruit appears upon nq other tree but the fig-tree, and therefore^ their* 
fruits ye may know them . 3. It is a tree that puts forth its fruit before its 

leaves; which fhews us, that though we ought to have the leaves of profef- 
fion upon us, yet the fruit of grace ought to.precede it; and therefore; when 
perfons take upon them a profefiion of religion, and fubmit to the ordinances 
of Chrift, care fhould be taken that they, as John fays, Mat. iii. 7. both have, 
and bring forth fruits meet for repentance . There muft be faith in the heart, 
as well as a confeffion of it in the mouth, and the one ought to go before the 
other, and both thefe make fouls to appear honourable believers and pro¬ 
feflbrs, and fiiqh Chrift’s fig-,trees are. 4. It may not be amifs to obferve 
that the Egyptian fig-tree, which is no other than the fycamore, into which' 
Zacbeus climbed, to fee Chrift, Luke xix. 4. may be here intended ; feeing 
that there was great plenty of them in Judea , as is manifeft from 1 Kings x. 
27. Tho’ ’tistrue another word is ufed here, than what is there. Now of this 
tree, Pliny fay$% that when it is cut down and caft into the water, it finks, ■ 
being dry ; but when it is thorough wet, it will fwim : So faints, when they 
firft enter the waters of affliction, like Peter , they fink ; but when they have 
been more ufed to them, they, lift up their heads above the waters of tribu¬ 
lation \ and as good foldiers with courage and magnanimity of mind, endure . 
bardnefs , and do not fink in their fpirits, under the weight of reproaches, 
perfecutipns, and afflictions laid upon them, being fupported and born . 
up by Chri$. and hip grace. 5. The fame author * fays, that this* 
kind of figztr^e; will not rippn any other way than by fcratching it with iron 
hooks. .Souls do not begin to grow in grace, or become fruitful in good 
works, until their hearts are pricked with the goads and nails of God's word,. 

or 
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or till the fallow ground of their hearts is thrown up by the fpirit of God ; *ior 
will they grow afterwards to any purpofe, unlefs Chrift’s father, who is the huf- 
bandman , takes his pruning knife in his hand, and ufes it •> and indeed fome 
faints never grow better than when they are attended with tribulations and af¬ 
flictions, like the people of Ifrael in Egypt , or like Chrifl’s lilies among thorns . 

Moreover, the green figs y which the fig-tree is faid to put forth, may in¬ 
tend, (1.) The. beginnings of grace in the foul, which are like the young, 
green and unripe figs, that the fig-tree fir ft puts forth fuch as, ftirrings of 
affeCtion to Chrift, defires after a faving knowledge of him, and intereft in 
him, pantings and breathings after the ordinances of Chrift, and love to his 
people ; all which appear very foon in the foul, and difcover the work of 
grace begun ; though as yet, it is but very imperfeCt. For, (2.) Thefe green 
and unripe figs, lhew the imperfection of grace in the faints; grace in the 
beft is very imperfeCt, in this ftate of life ; much more muft it be, when it 
is firft put forth; the work of grace in us, though it will be performed, yet 
at prefent is but a begun one, and not a finifhed one. Saints are not ar- 
arived to the perfection they lhall; they are but like green figs, and efpecially 
young converts. (3.) Thefe beginnings of grace in the foul, being compared 
to green figs, fhew, that grace is liable to be loft, and would be fo, was it 
not for the almighty power, which preferves it and increafes it for of all 
fruit, none is more eafily fhaken off by the wind, and loft, than green and 
unripe figs are: See Nahum iii. 12. It is no lefs than a miracle of grace, 
that thofe firft imprefiions are not wholly erafed by the impetuous force of 
corruptions within j or that thefe precious bloffoms are not intirely blown off 
by the bluftering winds of fatan's temptations or that our naughty hearts da 
not, of themfelves, as the fig-tree, caft off this unripe fruit: This is all owing 
to mighty, powerful and efficacious grace. (4.) It may alfo be obferved, 
that grace, though imperfeCt, is took notice of by Chrift-, yea, in the very 
infancy of it, as foon as ever it begins to appear, even when in its bud and 
bloffom. So far is he from defpifing the day of fmall things , where there is 
but little grace, and little ftrengthy as in the church of Philadelphia , he ob- 
fcrves it, and does not crufh it, but increafes it •, for a bruifed reed fhall he 
not breaky and the fmoaking flax fhall he not quench , Ifa. xlii. 3. (5.) It may 

be remarked from hence, that grace being in exercife in others, though weak, 
Ihould be an argument and motive to excite and ftir up ours; and indeed, it is 
difgraceful and diffionourable to old profeffors, for young converts to be more 
a&ive and lively in the exercife of grace than they. Chrift feems to prefs this 
argument here upon the church. 

. Again, the putting forth thefe green figs, fignifies the exercife of grace on 
Chrift, which faints put forth unto him, not by virtue of a Power of their 
own, but by virtue of his grace, which enables them to do it 5 for the put¬ 
ting forth of thefe green figs, is owing to the warming and quickning in¬ 
fluences of the fun of right eaufnefs. The beginning, increafe, and perfection 
of grace, are all from, Chrift * the implantation of it in the foul, and the ex¬ 
ercife of it depend upon him. But, 

II. As a fifth and laft evidence of the fpring's being come, and which puts 
it beyond all doubt, is. the flquriffiing of the vines \ the vines y with the ten - 
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ier grape* give 4 good fm&l. Fig-trees and. vines are frequently mentioned 
together in fcripturc, as in Pfal. cv. 33. Afire, iv. 4. and in many other places} 
and one reajon is* becaufe they grew together ; for fig-trees were planted in 
vineyards,, as is maniteft from Luke xiii. 6. Nay, it is judged by r riatu- 
ralifts to be very proper that they fhould grow together. 

By vines may be meant, the feveral diftinfl congregated churches of Chrift, 
or elfe particular believers: See PfaL bexx. 14, 15. Jfo. v. 7. and xfcViit p 
who may be called fo. 1. Becaufe of their fruitfulnefs. , The vine is a fruit- 
bearing tree, it produces very fine and excellent fruit, efpecially the virtes in r 
the land of Canaan did, of which there is a famous inftancc, in Numb . tfiii. 
23. Saints being ingrafted in Chrift Jefus, the true vine, and receiving life and 1 
nouriftiment from him, do, by abiding in him, bring forth much fruit, and 
fuch as is not to be found in others •, not wild and four grapes, filch as 
Chrift’s father takes no delight in, but fuch as he is plcafed with and glori¬ 
fied by. 2. Becaufe of their dependance on Chrift. The vine tree does not 
grow up ereft of itfelf; for if it is not fixed to a wall, or fupported by 
fomething elfe, it creeps along the ground. Saints do not grow up ereft 
of themfelves, but lean upon Chrift, are fupported by-him, and lb grow up in 
him. 3 ? For their tallnefs in Chrift. Vines being propp’d, will run up a 
great height: Saints being ingrafted in, and upheld by Chrift, who is him- 
felt higher than the heavens , grow up from flirubs, to taller trees; from babes 
in Chrift, to the meafure of the Jlature of the fulnefs of Chrift ; and by 
virtue of grace and ftrength, received from him, arife from a low and 
mean ftate and condition unto a much higher one, until at length they arrive 
unco the full pofleflion of the prize of the high calling of God> in Chrijl Jefus - 
41 For their weaknefs and unufefulnefs in themfelves. Thevine is a weak 
tree, and as has been obferved, cannot bear up itfelf. Saints, they are weak 
in themfelves, though ftrong in Chrift ; they can do nothing of themfelves,' 
neither perform duties, fubdue corruptions, or withftand temptations \ but* 
they can do all things through Chrift firengthening them. The wood of the 
vine is of very little worth or ufe, as appears from Ezek . xv. 2, 3. and is- 
obvious enough to every onefs obfervation. Saints are but poor, worthlefs' 
and unprofitable creatures of themfelves *, their beft works and mofb excellent' 
performances, are neither profitable, to God, nor can they procure falvatlon to 
themfelves; but are all as an unclean thing r and as filthy ragf •, they are un¬ 
worthy of die leaft mercy they enjoy, and therefore ’tis-a wonder of grace, 
that.God Ihould, in any refpedt, b c mindfaf of them. 1 5. For their dura-- 
hlenefs. Though the wood of the vine is but weak ^ and AVorthlefs, yet it is^ 
fai4 ; to. be very lading and durable. PArwy ;afcrtbes eternity *to it, and fays 
of jit, • Nto eftlignp ulli atormor natura, no wood is of a more eternal or durable 
nature tbw this Js* Saints, however weak and worthlefs in themfelves,'yet 
(hay cooueme and abide'forever in Chrift \ they -are born of an incorruptible 
feed i they file/built upon. 1 a rock, and Jecured by almighty power* fo as 
they JhalJ meveTuperilh * but flial) -for ever enjoy the incorruptible inheri¬ 
tance that is referred for them. 

Alfo 
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Alfo thefe vines are faid to have the tender grape upon them. The word 
tranflated the tender grape , is only ufed in this fong, and that but in two 
other places befides this, viz. ver. 15. of this chapter, and Cb. vii. 12. but 
is ufed both in the 'Targum r and Mifnah % in the fame fenfe. Moft of the 
Jewifli writers 1 think, that by it is meant the fmall and tender grape, 
which appears as foon as ever the flower is fallen off, when the vines be¬ 
gin to knot, and one grape can be known, and may be diftinguifhed from 
another, which fenfe our verfion exprefles; but I am rather inclined to think, 
that it means the flower itfelf * for in the 'Targum , on I fa. xviii. 5. this word 
*V“!OD fmadar , is ufed to exprefs the Hebrew word nitzah , which fig- 
nifies a flower \ and not only Pliny u , but the feripture alfo teftifies, that 
vines do bloffom and flower, as in the aforementioned place, Ifa. xviii. 5. 
and in Gen . xl. 1 o. and the good fmell which thefe vines are faid to give, 
feems beft to be underftood of their time of flowering, than of any other 
time; for it is reported of * fome vines, and perhaps may be true of the 
vines which grew in Judea , feeing that the wine of Lebanon is commended 
for its agreeable odour, in Hof xiv. 7. I fay, it is reported of fome vines, 
that in the time of their flowering, they fend forth fo fweet a fmell, that 
not only the vineyards themfelves, but the country round about is refrefhed 
with the fweet favour thereof; fo that walking or fitting among them is both 
wholefome and delightful; nay, that the fmell of them is fo great, that fer- 
pents, and other venemous creatures, are driven away by it. So then the 
words may be rendered thus, the vines , being in flower , give a good fmell. 
Now by thefe tender grapes , flowers 9 or bloffoms of the vines, may be meant, 
either the graces of the fpirit in their firft appearance, as before; or elfe, 
young converts, to which I rather incline, who are the fruit of Chrift’s vine, 
the church ; and though very weak and tender, yet are very dear unto, and 
and are much regarded by Chrift; and when there is a large appearance of 
them, it is a great encouragement to the church, and promifes a glorious 
vintage. So he Targum interprets it of young men and babes praifing the 
Lord at the red fea, for their deliverance out of the hands of the Egyp¬ 
tians. And R. Sol. Jarchi fays, it is explained of repenting finners, in an 
ancient book of theirs, called Peflkta\ and fo I find it is alfo in another book 
of theirs, called Raya Mehimna 

Moreover, thefe vines having their tender grapes upon them, or being in 
flower, are faid to give a good fmelt *, which muft be underftood of the 
fragrancy of theperfons of believers, being clothed with the fweet fmelling 
garments of Chrifl’s righteoufnefs, and the delightful odour of their graces 
being exercifed on his perfon, as well as of their fweet favour, which their 
pious and godly converfations fend forth to all that know them, or are 
about them. 

III. 

r In Ifa. 18. 5. " Tratt. Orla. c. 1, §. 7; 1 R. Aben Ezra, R. Sol. Jarchi, and R. 
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fol. 55. 1. T. Bab. Kiddulhin, fol. 54. 2. “Lib. 16. c. 25. and 17. 22. x Dansus in 
Hof. 14. 7. Levin. Lemnii Herb. Bibl, Explic. c. 2. v Jn Zohar. in Exod. fol. 50, 1. 
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III. Chrift having given fuch full demonftrations of the fpring being 
come, renews his call co the church, and fays again. An ferny love, my fair 
one , and come away \ which repetition Ihews, i. Our backwardness, and flug- 
gilhncfs. We need one call after another, one exhortation upon another, and 
all will not do, unlefs the power of divine grace is exerted •, for after repeated 
calls, we lhall deep on and take no notice, as the difciplcs did, being over¬ 
born with a body of fin and death. 2. It manifefts the exceeding greatnefs 
of his love to us, and care of us, that though we have backflidden from 
him, yet he calls us back again ; and though backward to his calls, yet he 
perfifts in them, and all along ufes the moft endearing and tender language 
to work upon us •, he gives no other words but fuch as thefe, my love , and 
my fair one. 3. It is a plain indication that he is unwilling that we (hould 
be without him, or he without us; and therefore having took the moft 
winning methods, and ufed the moft prevailing arguments, he repeats the 
call. 4. It Ihews his importunity, and that he will have no denial •, and in¬ 
deed, one would think there could be none given, when both our pleafure 
and profit are fo much concerned in it; and what he calls us to, tends fo much 
to advance both *, and there will be none, and can be none when he exerts 
the mighty power of his grace. 


Ver. 14. 0 my dove 1 that art in the clefts of the rock, in the fecret 
places of the Jtairs : Let me fee thy countenance , let me hear thy 
voice 5 for fweet is thy voice , and thy countenance is comely . 

T HESE are the words of Chrift to his church 5 and may be confidered 
either as coming immediately out of his own mouth ; or elfe, as re¬ 
corded and related by her, as the former were \ in which may be confidered, 

I. The title or charatter which Chrift gives to his church •, my dove. 

II. Her then prefent place of refidence; in the clefts of the rock, in the fe¬ 
cret places of the fairs . 

III. A requeft which he makes, which confifts of two parts, if, Thar 
he might fee her countenance . idly. Hear her voice. 

IV. The motives or arguments that he makes ufe of to prevail with her; 
which are alfo of two forts, fuited to both parts of the requeft. \Jl , Be- 
caufeher voice was fweet. idly. Her countenance was comely. 

I. Here we meet with a new title or charatter, given by Chrift to his 
church, my dove ; he had railed her his love, and his fair one before, but not 
his dove, till now ; though *tis true, he had compared her eyes to doves eyes, 
in Cb. i. 15 Now the church may be compared to the dove , for the following 
reafons : 1. The dove is a very beautiful creature ; fo is the church, as fhe is 
waftied in Chrift’s blood, juftified by his righteoufnefs, and fanftified by his 
grace *, for though, while in a ftate of nature, (he lay among the pots, and fo 
look’d black and uncomely j yet now being called by, and made a partaker 
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of divine grace, fhe looks like the wings of a dove covered withfilver^ and 
her feathers with yellow gold. 2. It is a very cleanly creatufe"; it loves 
cleanlinefs * it keeps its owrt body clean, and teaches its young to carry 
their dung out of their nefts * it feeds only upon pure grain, and delights 
in clean water. The church or believers in Chrift, a re fiot only clean through 
the wordy which Chrift has fpoken, but alfo have their hearts purified by faith 
ih his blood, and delight in purity of life and converfation. 3. It is a very 
innocent and;fermlefs creature 5 and • therefore Chrift fays to his difciples. 
Mat. x. 16. Be ye wife as ferpentSy and harmlefa as doves. Believers are, or 
at leaftfhould be, blamelefSy hat'tnlefSy the fans of God , without rebuke in the 
mid ft of a crooked and perwrfe nation * they fhould- live, not only .inoffen- 
five to the world, but alfo peaceably and quietly among themfelves ; not 
biting and devouring one another* not aft in g the- part of wolves and tygers* 
but behaving theittfelves as Chrift’s innOcent fheep and harmlefs doves. 4. It 
is an exceeding loving and chafte creature to its mate b ; it inviolably keeps 
its conjugal faith * adultery is rarely known among thefe creatures, and 
whenever committed, is punifhed with death ; for males will tear a male to 
pieces, and a female a female, that is found guilty of it: *Tis alfo reported c 
of the turtle dove, that upon the lofs of its mate, it remains inconfolable ; 
does not couple again, but continues a widow, and lives a mournful and for- 
rowful life, avoiding every thing that might tend to remove it, and create 
pleafure * and that whereas before it delighted in pure and clean water, it 
now will not drink until it has firft bemudded k 5 nor will it fic upon green 
and fiourifhing, but upon dry and withered ■ branches of trees * all which is 
a lively emblem of the church, who is prefented as a chafte virgin to Chrift, 
who bears an exceeding great love and affedion to him * and'whofe abfence 
is, what fhe cannot bear. 5. It is a very fruitful creature * though it has 
not d many young ones at a time, yet has them very-often: Mlianus c fays, 
that it has young ones ten times in a year * nay, in Egypty twelve times. The' 
church, who is married to Chrift, is not only fruitful in grace and good works, 
but alfo brings forth many fouls unto him, which has been and will be ftill more 
eminently feen in the Gentile church * fee Ifa. liv. 1. 6 . It is a fociable crea¬ 

ture * they flock together as birds of a feather ufually do : So faints delight 
to be in each other’s company* they join in fellowftiip one with another,-and 
carry on a focial worfhip together,: and do not forfake the ajfembling of them- 
felves together, as the manner of fame too often is. 7; It is a weak.and im¬ 
potent creature, and is often opprefied by birds of prey. The church is 
often diftrefled and perfecuted by the men of the world, and forced to fly 
into holes and corners, as the dove does. 8. It is*a very fearful and timo¬ 
rous creature : Hence Ephraim is compared to the trembling dove, in Hof 
xi. 11. Saints are often in trembling fits, at the word of God, and in the 
exercife of their faith on Chrift, under a fenfe of their own vilenefs,. and in 
the apprehenfion of their weaknefs and want of power to keep and preferve 

Y 2 - them- 

* Frantz, hift. facr. animal.par. 2. c. 1$. Num» 3. >: , h Plin. 1 . to. c. 34. Lilian, deanimal 
I. 3. c. 48. c Grapaldus in Sanft. in loc. fAriftot. de gener. animal. 1 . 3. c, 1. c Va:, 
lift. 1.1. e, 1 j. 
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themfelres. 9* IrhafcA mournful voice. ^Saints arc like tfcveeoftke vaHies $ 
mourning every one far their iniquities, md* often for the lofeof Chrift’s pre- 
fence, which they are frequently deprived of, through their unbecoming car¬ 
riage to him. 10. It feeds only upon pure grain. The church feeds only 
on Chrift, and on the wboUftm words or comfortable doftrines of the ever- 
lafting gofpel \ fhe cannot live upon hulks that fwine eat, nor will lhe be 
fed with the chaff of man’s inventions. 11. It is alfo very fwift in flying j 
and therefore David wifhed for the wings of a dove % that he might flee away f 
and be at reft. Souls in their firft fleeing to Chrift, for life and lalvation, 
move as fwift as the manjlayer did from the avenger of blood , to the city 
of refuge; and afterwards, under all their trials and afflictions, he is the 
ftrong tower , whither they nm, and are fafe •, and then, more efpecially may 
they be laid to be as doves, when they are upon the wing of faith, and 
mount up as eagles do, run and are not weary, , and walk, and faint not . 

Daftly, It is reported f of the dove, that it will allure wild doves by its 
familiar converfes into the dove-houfe with it. Thofc who are called by 
grace, will ufe all proper ways and methods to allure and gain others to 
Chrift, and to a compliance with his ways and ordinances, as the church does 
the daughters of Jerufalem in this fong ; fhe being a great lover of the fo- 
ciety of faints, and of the glory of Chrift therein, as the dove is of its own 
country, particularly of its own dove-houfe, and efpecially when near the ha¬ 
bitations of men. 

Now, Chrift’s calling the Church by this name, my dove, not only (hews his 
intereft in her, but alio his affettipn to her i and perhaps, the principal 
thing he had in view, was to allure her of it, ’ and to encourage her in her 
prefent condition, though lhe was in the cleft of the rock, in a poor defo- 
late and forlorn condition,, yet lhe was his dove ftiU • which is the next thing 
to b^confidered. For, = < 

II. She is laid to be in the clefts of the rocky in the fecret places of the flairs ; 
which may be underftoodi, either in alluficta CO; the ufuai place where the 
dove make* her neft, whiebisin the rock, and in the fides of the hole's moutb ; 
feejrr. xlviii. 28. And Adridbominus 8 tells us, that there was a ftonc tower 
near Jerufalem, fouthward of 7the mount of Olives , called Petra Columbarum, 
the rock of the doves , where often five thoufand doves were kept at one time; 
and perhaps, here may be an allufion to it; Or elfe, it may be undenftood of 
the place where doves are forced to fly, when.purfued,by \thp< hawk ; and fo 
may be taipreflive of the ftate of the church under. pcrtTccutionj when they 
are forced to flee into hofen and wiwrt,''arid cannot openly and publickly 
worihip God, as they ufed to bo, according to his roiod and will; but eveb 
then, God has his hiding pbfcesibr them, where he protects and preferves them 
until the heat of the perfecutlon is over ; for atfuch a time God will have' a 
church, it Hull never be jontirely rooted out, neither Ihalbhis. people be 
without his, prefence, audio me vifible manifeftations of hknfelf unto them » 
for he has as great a love for them as ever. The church is his dove then, 
and her countenance is as comely, and her voice as fweet as ever; nor would 
he have her be difconfolate and dilheartened in her prefent condition^ Moft 

of 

1 Frantz, hift, fea. animal, par, 2, c. 14I * Theatrum terne lanflsc, p. 171. a. 
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pf the Jewiih h writers refer the words to the condition that the people of If 
rael were in, when they, were purfued by Pharaoh at the red fea ; which feems, 
in fome meafure, to agree with the former fenfe, which has been given. Or 
elfe, by the clefts of' the rock^ may be meant, either* i. The eternal decree of 
eledion, in which, as in an immoveable and inacCeffible rock, the church 
dwelt from all.eternity, and will do fo unto all eternity * which is the fenfe 
that Junius gives of thefe words. God's eternal decree of eledion is as im¬ 
moveable as a rock *, ’tis a foundation that Jtands furty being laid, not upon 
the conditions of faith and holinefs in the creature, bur upon the fovereign 
will and pleafure of that -God, who will have mercy on whom he will have 
mercy , and will be gracious to whom he, will be gracious \ whofe purpofes can¬ 
not be difannulled, nor his cojunfel made void, nor he ever be fruftrated of 
his end ; for the thoughts of his heart lhall ftand to all generations •, and as the 
decree of eledion is immoveable, irrevocable, and cannot be altered, fo the 
dodrine of it will ftand, maggre all oppoftfion, and will prove a burdenfome 
jtone to all thofe that fet themfelves againft it. Now in the clefts of this rock, 
the people of God dwell as in a hidden and fecret place, before converfion ; it 
being neither known to themfelves or others, that they are the objeds of it, 
until called by divine grace ; and here they dwell fecure, and are fafely pre- 
ferved, notwithftanding the fall of Adam, and their own adual fins and 
tranfgreffions, until the grace that is laid up for them is adually beftowed 
upon them; for every one that dwells here, lhall be called and fandified, and at 
laft eternally glorified ; not one lhall be loft, nor any one link in the golden chain 
of falvation ever be broken, of which we have an account in Rom . viii. 30. 
Whom he did predeftinate , them he alfo called: And whom he called , them he alfo 
juftified : And whom be juftified, them he alfo glorified . Moreover, thefe perfons 
are, and ever were the objeds of Chrift’s love, and fo they ever lhall be * 
his lpve was fet upon them, and his delighrs were with them before the 
world began •, thefe are his doves, and this the place of their habitation. Or 
elfe, this rock may be-meant Chrift, who frequently bears this charader 
in lcripcure, and .particularly is..faid, J Cor . x. 4. to be .that fpiritual rocky of 
which the Jews drank in the wildernefs ; and by the clefts thereof, may be 
meant the wounds of Chrift, which were opened for the falvation of Tin¬ 
ners, and in which believers. dwell by faith ; and perhaps, to this the allufion 
is made, in Exod . xxxiii. 22. where ’tis faid,. that God put Mofes into the 
clift of the rock, and made his glory to pafs before him ; for the glory of 
all the divine p^rfedions is no whert fo manifeftly feen, as in a crucified 
Chrift. 7 Nqw faints are the inhabitants of this rock 5 here ChriftV church 
dwells, apd that fafely, being built upon a rocky againft which the gates of 
bell cannot prevail \ this is her fortrefs and ftrong hold, where fhe need not 
be afraid of any enemy whatever 5 for htvplace of defence is the munition of 
rocks •, and therefore, whenever under any apprehenfion of danger, fhe be* 
takes herfelf to her ftrong hold, to Chrift the rocky that is higher than Vat. 
Moreover, the church being faid to dwell here, not only fhews the fafety of 

her 

h Targum, Yalkut, R. Sol. jarchi and R. Aben Em jn loc. * So Foliot, Alcuin k 
not. Tigur. in loc. 
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her (late, but alfb her iridjtffty and gteathtf*, and her exaltation aboveothers j 
te Jer. xlix.' 16. for dwelling in>a rock, fh6 dwells on high' i [ {ht $ i not now 
in the miry clay s but her/iw/ are fet upoH a rbck y and her goings are tftablijhed \ 
the’* not now upon the dunghil, but Upon* the rfifone \ not iri a tiican cot- 
cage, butin a well built, ftrong and fortified eaftle: Indeed the other phrafe,' 
the fecret of theftairs, leems to denote abafemfcrit &nd humilidtion'V though 
it may be better underftood of Chrift, as the fbrrtter exprefiion feehis tb fc? 5 
for Chrift is the (lairs or ladder which Jacob few vifion, which* reached 
from earth to heaven ; he being God and than' in one perfon, has, by his ipe- : 
diation, blood and facrifice, made peace between Gbdtond finful man, recon¬ 
ciled thole two contending parries, brought hfcavert arid Carth, as it were to¬ 
gether, and filled up that va(l diftance that there w 3 s between thtem *, he is 
the ladder, or thofe ftairs alfo, on which the angels of God afeended'and de¬ 
fended ; iceGen. xKviii. 12. compared with John i. 51. He is likewife our 
way of accefs to God, by whom, as by fteps, we afeend to him, have admit¬ 
tance into his prefence, and are indulged with communion with him ; now in 
the fecret of thefe flairs or Jleps, did the church lie, as the dove is faid to do, in 
iome hidden place, during the winter leafon, which was the cafe of Chrift’s 
dove here, fee ver. 11. for Chrifl is the biding place from the wind , and a co - 
vert from the tempeft ; and if any thing is particularly intended by the fecret 
of the ftairs, Chnft’s juftifying righteoufnefs fee ms not unlikely; which is 
fecret and hidden to the men of the world, and is only revealed in the gof- 
pel from faith to faith: Hither fouls betake themfelves in times of diftrefs, 
and by it they are fkreened and ftieltered from fin, law, hell and death; and 
dwelling here, they are in fafety ; for he that dwelletb in the fecret place of the 
moft high, jhall abide under the fhadow of the almighty ; which feems to 
be a better fenfe, than what fome Jewifti writers k give of the words, who 
interpret them of the fenftuary or temple, and of the holy of holies, which 
was in it. But, 

III. I (hall now confider the requeft which he makes unto her, which con- 
fifts of two parts. 1 ft, That he might fee .her countenance . 2 dly, Hear her 
voice. 

i/I, he defires that (he would (hew him her countenance , which fuppofes that 
fhe had either covered her face, as mourners do, and was bemoaning her 
prefent ftate and condition, bewailing her inward corruptions, as well as her 
outward afflictions; or elfe, that fhe was filled with fhame, under a fenfe of 
fin, and blufhed, as Ezra did, and could not lift up her head and eyes to 
Chrift ; but fmiting upon her bread, like the poor publican, difeovered the 
inward confufion of her mind ; or elfe, that fhe was attended with fear, and 
that not fo much with a fear of her enemies, as of his difpleafure, being 
confcious to herfelf, that fhehad aCted an unbecoming part towards him ; or 
rather* that fhe was filled with fhamefacednefs and bafhfulnefs, and could 
not, with an holy boldnefs, and an allowed freedom, approach his prefence ; 
unlefs we underftand it of the ftate of the church, under the old teftament, in 
oppofition to this under the new ; when the face of the church was veiled, 
and lhe only faw Chrift through dark fhadows and typical ordinances * whereas. 


* In Zohar in Gen. fol. 59. 1. 


we 
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we now, with open face, behold , as in a glafs , the glory of the Lord. And 
now, what Chrift would have her do in oppofition to all this, is, to lift up 
her head with joy, exercife faith upon him, ufe freedom with him, come 
with boldnefs to him, and look him full in the face, and keep always look- 
ing to him, for every frelh fupply of grace, and whatever ihe might (land 
in need of; he would not have her be fhy and bafhful, fearful and faithlefs, 
but free and familiar with him, with whom, he would aflure her, Ihe might. 
Unlefs we would rather underftand it of his defire, to appear more publickly 
in his worfhip, and not lurk in holes and corners, in the clefts of rocks, and 

under dufty ftairs ; but Ihew herfelf in his houfe, and in the courts of it, 

and prefent herfelf a living facrifice, holy, acceptable unto God , which was but 
her reafonable fervice ; and efpecially feeing there was now no danger, for the 
ftorms wefe over, the winter was paft, and the rain was over and gone. 

idly. He defires that he might hear her voice . Believers fhould not be 
dumb when Chrift would have them fpeak ; there is a dumbnels or filence, 
which is laudable, and that is, either when they are under the afflidting hand 
of God, or are vilified and reproached for the fake of Chrift and his gofpel ; 
but then there is a dumbnefs which is not fo ; for as there is a time to keep 

filence , fo there is a time to fpeak. i. Believers fhould fpeak of Chrift ; of 

what he is in himfelf, of the glory of his perfon, the excellency of his righte- 
oufnefs, the efficacy of his blood, and the fufficiency of his grace ; they (hould 
alfo fpeak of what he is unto them, being of God made unto them, wifdom , 
righteoufnefs , fanttification and redemption *, of what characters he bears, and 
what relations he ftands in to them, as well as of what he has done for them, 
in redeeming them, and calling them by his grace. 2. They fhould fpeak 
for Chrift, as well as of him ; and he is a perfon that is much fpoken againft by 
the men of the world, therefore believers fhould fpeak for him, in vindication of 
bis perfon, caufe and intereft; boldly affert the truths of his gofpel, bravely 
bear a teftimony againft all errors, both in dodtrine and worfhip, and not 
be afraid of men or their revilings. 3. They fhould fpeak to Chrift; and 
this, perhaps, is the voice which Chrift more efpecially defired to hear ; they 
fhould fpeak to him in prayer, in praifes and thankfgivings, and afcribe all 
the glory of their falvationto him ; which is but juft and reafonable in itfelf, 
becoming them, and makes for the advancement of ChriiVs glory. 

IV. The motives or arguments he makes ufe of to prevail upon her, to 
grant him what he defired of her, are thefe two, \Jl, The fweetnefs of her 
voice, idly , The comelinefs of her countenance; which he mentions, not 
only to fhew what induced him to make the requeft, but alfo to encourage 
her to grant it. • 

1 Jly He fays, that her voice was fweet, i. e. grateful, acceptable and ex¬ 
ceeding well pleafing, and therefore he defired to hear it; which fhe had no 
reafon to be alhamed of. 1. Her voice in fpeaking of Chrift, of what he is 
in himfelf, and what he is to her, and has done for her, is fweet unto him ; 
he loves to hear his people fpeak of thefe things ; we are told, Mai. iii. 16. 
that they that feared the Lord , fpake often one to another , and what did they 
fpeak of? no doubt, of the excellency of Chrift, of what he had done for, Ihewn 
unto, and wrought in them : Now what acceptance did this meet with from 

3 him ? 



168 E x.p o s i tip n tfa Chap. IE 

him ? Why, be hearkened and beard i#, and a book of rtmtonbtance was 
written before him , of all they i'pake of one to another, a. Her voice in 
fpeaking for him, confeffing his name, and bearing a teftimony to his truths, 
is fwcct unto him ; for he fays, Mat . x. 32. That ivbcfoever jhall cOnfefs him 
before men % him will he confefs before his father which is in heaven \ but as for 
thofe who are afbamcd of him, and of his words , here on earth, he highly re- 
fents, and will be afhamed of them another day, and in another world. 3. 
Her voice in fpeaking to Chrift is fweet * whether it be in prayer, or in praife \ 
her voice in prayer is fo ; and thus the Targum paraphrafes the words. Let 
me bear thy voice , for thy voice is fweet in prayer , in the boufe of the little 
fan&uary. The prayer of a poor believer makes fweet mufic in Chrift’s ears; 
nothing isfo delightful to him i fo little reafon have fouls to be difeouraged, 
or fear a kind reception of their petitions with him: and fo s her voice in 
praife and thanfgiving is fweet unto him ; praife is not only pleafant in itfelf, 
and comely in us, but is alfo exceeding delightful to him ; this pleafes the Lord 
better than an ox or bullock , that has horns and hoofs , Pfal. Ixix. 30, 31. 

2 dfy, He tells her, that her countenance was comely , i, e. beautilul, and much 
to be defired ; and this Chrift fays, not only in oppofition to what /he was 
in the efteem of the world, who counted her as the off-fcourwg of it, but al¬ 
fo to what fhe was in her own efteem, who looked upon herielf as black and 
uncomely, and therefore was a/hamed to lift up her head, or to have her 
countenance feen by him; therefore, in order to remove her unbelief* balh- 
fulnefs and mifgivings of heart, he declares what /he was in his efteem, whofe 
judgment is preferable to her own, and to all others befide j for in his opinion, 
/he was the faireft among women , of a beautiful afpeft and comely countenance 
being made perfectly comely through that comelinefs.which he bad put upon her : 
He faw no iniquity in her, nor any fpot upon her, as clothed with his righteouf- 
nefs; /he was in his eye a perfe&ion of beauty •, having the moft juft fymmetry and 
proportion of parts, the moft agreeable fhape, and the moft lovely features in 
her face* her cheeks being comely with rows of jewels, and her neck with chains 
ofgoldy as in Ci. i. 10. Faith is moft properly the believer’s face or counte¬ 
nance, by which he looks on Chrift, and views a fulnefs and fuitablenefs in him, 
and expeils all needful fupplies from him \ which look of faith on Chrift for life 
and falvation,. is exceeding pleafant, nay, ravifhing to him, and therefore 
he would have his church behold him again and again ; for fouls never appear 
more comely in Chrift’s eye, than when they take a foil view of him. 

• 

Ver. 15. Take us the foxes, the tittle foxes that fpoil the vines ; For 
our vines have tendaograpes . 

' b- 

* 

W HETHER thefetferds are the words of Chrift or of the church, is 
not fo manifeft. ■ Some think that they are the words of the church, 
to whom the care of the vineyard was committed, which, though Ihe had, in 
fome meafure, neglected, as appears from Cb. i. 6. yet now is heartily con¬ 
cerned for the flourifoing of it; and therefore calls upon her attendants and 
companions to ailift in deftroying thofe noxious creatures, the foxes, which did 

4 fo 





fo much mifchief to the vines that grew in it: Tho* they rather feem to be 
the words of Chrift, who is the owner of the vineyard* and has an authorita¬ 
tive power over the officers of the church, and; minifters of the gofpel, to 
jftir them up, to be fedulous and careful in the difcharge of their work ; for 
the words leem to be directed, not to angels, nor to his bride, tl^e church,- 
nor to the civil magi (Irate, but to minifters, who are more particularly em¬ 
ploy’d in the care of Chrift’s vineyard ; and if we take them to be .the words 
of Chrift, it not only fhows the power and authority of Chrift over thofe he 
fpeaks. to, and lays his commands on in fo ftrict a manner, but alfo his love; 
to, and care of his vines, the Jeyeral churches, which his own tight-hand 
has planted *, though perhaps, they may be the words of them both jointly 
together ; for the church with Chrift, and under him, has a right to ftir up 
her officers to perform their work, and fulfil their miniftry , which they have 
received of the Lord Jefus; the doing of which will redound to his glory, and 
her good *, they both having an intereft in the vines here mentioned. Alfo 
the foxes, which they are ordered to take, were common enemies, both to 
Chrift and his church *, and therefore it is not faid, take for me or thee, but 


take for us the foxes . In thefe words may be obferved, 


I. A command that is laid upon the minifters of the gofpel, to take the foxes , 
even the little foxes. 

II. Some arguments or motives propofed to ftir them up to an obfervance 
of it. 


I. The thing enjoined them, is to take the foxes. By foxes we are tounder- 
ftand, either, 

ift, The fins and corruptions of our nature, which may be compared unto 
them, for the following reafons ; i. As foxes have their lurking holes in the 
earth, fo have thefe in the hearts of men, where they lie a long time undifeo- 
vered •, and that not only in the hearts of wicked men, but alfo in the hearts 
of God’s own people \ and therefore, fays David* Pfal.x ix. 12 .Who can 
underfiand his errors ? Cleanfe thou me from fecret faults 5 now ’tis only the 
fpirit of God, who fearcheth the deep things of God, that can fearch the inmoft 
receffes of our hearts, difeover our vile corruptions, bring them out of their 
lurking holes, and flay them by the mighty power of his grace. 2. The 
fins and corruptions of our nature may be compared to foxes for their de- 
ceitfulnefs, therefore are they called deceitful lujls ; and well they may, for 
we are often impofed upon by them, and deceived with them, and that un¬ 
der the notion, either of pleafure, profit, or honour, which they promife 
to us, but leave us intirely fhort of. There is a deceitfulnefs in fin* which 
makes our hearts fo deceitful and defperately wicked as they be. 3. for 
the crooked ways which they take. * The fox does not walk ftraight forward, 
but with feveral windings and turnings. The ways of fin are all crooked ways ; 
they are fo many diftortions from the ways of God and godlinefs, which are 

ftraight 
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ftraight and cvjcn; ai\d fo many aherratidns from the divine Jaw* which is the 
rule of our obedience unto God. 4* For miking places *.bajrt$n and defart, 
wherever they ;ome. Sin makes ptrfons barren and unfruitful, both in the 
knowledge of Chrift, and in the performance of duty ; fo that they look like 
the heath 19 the defart , and like parched places in the wildemefs • 5. .For their 
• friendfhip with ferpents. There is a fecret correfpondence held between fa- 
tan, that old ferpent, and the corruptions ofonr nature ; by virtue of which, 
he often compaffes his end, and gains his purpofe, which he could not do on 
Chrift, there being no fuch matter for hitn to work upon; he had nope of 
his old friends there to let him in, as he has in our hearts. 

Now the minifters of the gofpel may be faid to take thefe foxes, when they 
fife up their voices like a trumpet, and exclaim againft them, expofe the 
wickednefs and deceitfulnefs of them, and (hew fouls the danger they are in 
by them •, when they are made ufeful to bring perfons under a conviftion of 
them, and, as it were, to ferret them out of their lurking holes; moreover, 
by the power of the fpirit of God, attending the miniftry, the Jirong bolds of 
fin are pulled down, and the vain imaginations of men’s hearts fubdued, and 
every vile thought brought into captivity , to the obedience of Chrift , and a re¬ 
venge taken upon all difobedience y Not but that private Chriftians, as well 
as minifters, Ihould watch and pray againft them ; fight in order to take 
them, and when taken, Ihould bring them to Chrift, as his and their ene¬ 
mies, to be (lain by the mighty power of his grace ; and not only grofs fins, 
but even little foxes , the very firft motions of fin, are to be watched againft 
and (truck at •, we (hould abjtain from all appearance of it, knowing that lef- 
fer fins will bring us into the commiflion of greater, and infenfibly grow 
upon us. So /?. Alfhecb interprets rhefe little foxes of little fins. Or elle, 

idly y By thefe foxes may be meant falfe teachers or hereticks. So the falfe 
prophets in Ezekiel 9 s time were called by him, Ezek. xiii. 3, 4. O lfrael > 
thy propbeli are like the foxes in the defarts ; and fo may falfe apoftles and falfe 
teachers now, and that 'for the following reafons 5 1. For their craftinefe and 
fubtlety. The fox is remarkable for its cunning and craftinefs, of which fome 
writers give us many inftances: Sometimes he feigns himfelf dead, lies upon 
his back, with his mouth open, and his tongue out; fo that he looks every 
Wjay as a dead carcafs; by which means he invites the fowls of the air to 
feed upon him ; but when come, devours them with opeij mouth d ; for the 
fame purpofe, at other times, he rolls himfelf in the red earth, that he 
might appear as bloody, and then, as before, lays himfelf down upon the 
ground as dead, and thereby lays a bait for the unwary birds: So when he is. 
taken in a fnare, and finds that there is no efcaping, he proftrates himfelf 
upon the ground, holds his breath, and in all appearance, feems dead, which 
ene fnane-fetter fuppofing so be real, loofes the fnare, without any fufpicion of 
his efcaping, but finding himfelf free, gets upon his legs, and away he runs. 
AHo when hunted, he*fl run among a flock of fheep or goats, and leap up¬ 
on the back of fome one of them, which puts the Whole flock into a fright* 
and caufes them to run one after another 5 and for fear of damage, the huntf- 
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itfatri is' obliged*td caH m HiaTd^i Theft, With ifiarty other of his 

fabtlety, as ; hii( artful frtfthod 1 of Catching crafoi* arid lbbftete tail, de- 

ftroying of wafps, clearing, himfclf of fleas, tricking the. htim^tfogv re- 
Vdnging hirhlelf upon thfc badger, and catching h&reS, arertpofdricfby feveral 
e Writers: Herfcfe firlfe teacher^ may 1 be very fitly compared Wt6' them, who- 
aft in dilgurfe,^ lfe iri Waft 1 to deceive, walk in craftlriCfs, and hahdlethe word 
of God deCeitfttffy i J fptak lies in hypocrify, ufegabd wof(^ aritffkir fpeeches, 
and thereby deceive the hearts of the Ample. 2. Fbr their malignity. Foxes 
art cruel as well as cunning ; they ate very noxious and hurtful Creatures; 
and fo are faffe' teachers, they art wolves though in 1 fheeps clothingV their 
tartfies art damnable, their dbftriftes are pernicious, and their as 

doth a canker; theyfUbVCrt tH^fatth of foitfe, aijdbring ruin antfdeftruftibn^ 
upon thetrrfelves arid others/ ' 3: Fbr their hunger and voracioulnefs 1 :' All 
the cunning arid cruelty that the; fox tries, is to fktisfy his grtedy Appetite ; 
and fo the principal end of falfe teachers, is not ;to.ferve Chriff, but their 
own bellies*; to devour widows houfe.s, and‘making merchandize of others, 
to enrich 1 thririifelves, and indulge their own pride'and variityV 4. For their 
feigning themfelveS to be domefticlcs. . Ir is reported f of the fox, that when 
it draws rilgh to a farm houfe, it will mimick the barking of a dog ? which 
the hens arid gCefe being tried*to,' walk about 4 WidWdi guard, with more 
confidence approach to him, arid & art fufpH 2 ed and dbVourtd py him : So 
falfe teachers put on fheeps clothing,' triformof light, 
as their mafter before them ha^donbi mimi’Ck'the VoiCe ofChriftTsminifters, 
ufe fome phrafds and expreflfons^ N^hiclt they do,- Which ferVe-as a blirid to’ 
the people ; arid fo craftily do they -put theit words tOgether,. tliai it is 1 not an 
eafy thing to difeovet them. 5.' AVfbxeS' afe 1 . flkhy; abotriiria&Ie arid Linking 
creatures, fo atethefe, not only tO'God,' but to his people ; arid therefore are 
alfo compared to wolves and do^s*, and arc hOtfe much as to be received in¬ 
to the hbU&s of good people, ^tior to be bid God fpeCd by them.. 

Now' the J ttVinift?ers of the gbfoej <afb to tdkb thefe foxefc; they being oyer- 
feerS of the hdek, arid keepetsrtr Ohrift’s vineyard, are to watch agairift them, 
and make a diftovery of them ; they are to Oppofe and refute their erroneous 
doftriries ; and being deteftedfarfd convifted of hertfieS, they art with the 
church, after proper admoriitibn ^ 1 giVert, to rejeft, arid cut thle'rrf dffJrpm the 
church, and communion With ltf *Tis tnie, they are'riot'rt ’dke away their 
lives, but they are to exclude therii frtrfi fellpwlmpWtfh tHeft)’, and'npt fuffer 
them to'contiftUe with them, either as membefS' of officers; 'nay, even the little, 
foxes art tohe taken;' Herefy is compared to leaveri, ‘the erroneous doftrines 
of the Scribefe 1 arid J ■ Pharifees ate ! dalled fb, and d'tiiilt leaveri ieaveneth the 
whole lump 1 ." Hertfies 1 and < herttfeks are to'be nipp^im the’ bird, other wife, 
they will inctfaft Ho inore ung&dlinkfi ' 9 grtzt things haV^ rtffe from, final] be¬ 
ginnings: ThCfe thmg^ lHduld" be J takdn‘in tittie; fbr;eWbri, L feemirigly fmall 
at firft, have 'grG Wit larger, • KaVt fprtad thetntelVfei, J 'ahd have been very fa-' 
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tal to tjhc pf GMk: Therefore ?o errpr or herefy.fiippld be connived, 

at under a notion of iaitjeujg a fnviU or, a.harpilefs onejfftrevep little foxes 

aretdbetipj, . ; ; .! • - . . 

2$ y, Jlefc ^re,motives apd arguments propofed to induce a compliance to 
this comnupd pf Chrift’s. i. The mifehief Which thefe foxes do to the vines, 
is made ufeofas one, which fpoil the vines ; it has b?en obferved by many** that 
thefe kind pf creatures do hurt to the vines; and that by ^ieftroying the fences, 
knawing the branches, biting the bark, making, bare the roots of the vines* 
devouring^the ripe grapes thereof, and infedling all wifh,their noxious teeth 
and vitious bream: So heretidcs and falfe teachers break down the church** 
fence, by making fchifms and divifions, make bare her roots* fap the very 
foundation of, religion, by corrupting the word of Go^ f .;and,d^nying the, 
great doflrines of the gofpel;, and hurt, her fruit, by duty^iqg.the.peace of 
her members, unfetding fome* and fubverting, others, -a. Another argu¬ 
ment that is made ufe of to ftir them up to.diligence, in taking the foxes, is, 
becaufe the vines have Under grapes . By .vines are meant the feveral idiftindt, 
congregated churches of Chrift; by the tender grapes or flowers thereof, we are . 
to underftahd young converts, whom Chrift is very tender of, and has a par¬ 
ticular regard unto ; fee Ifa^x]. j. and xlii. 3. and thefe having byt a fmall 
degree of faith, knowledge and, experience, like children^ are more eafily, 
toffed to and fro 9 and carried about'with every wind of dofirine 9 by the fleight of. 
men 9 and cunning craftinefs of thefe foxes, .whereby they Hein wait to deceive: 
now generally ’they makei^Heir oyfet upon thefe, as being moreeafily wrought 
upon, and by whom they can with more facility, compafs their endi and 
this being then the cafe, , the minifters of Chrift ought t ; o be more feduloup 
and diligent in the difeovering pf thofc fpxes, from whom fo much mifehief 
may be expe&ed* and more bold, vigorous and couragious in oppofing and 
rejecting them ; feeing the churches of Chrift are like to furtain fo confider- , 
able a lofs by them, and in danger ofhaving a promifing vintage fpoiled. 
*Tis true, the foxes love the ripe grapes, and devour them, and not when 
they afe blofloming and knotting ; which ihews Chrift*s care of his vines to> 
be the greater, that he would have && f oxes taken, while the vines werp ; 
blowings for by fuch rime as the grapes were ripe, thefe little foxes would 
be great ones,..and would be capable of doing more damage, and not fo eafy f 
to be taken neither*, fo that the confideration alfo of there being lefs diffi¬ 
culty now, than there would be hereafter, might animate, them to fet about, 
the work’immediately. 3. Chrift feems to intimate as if. $ey had fome in- 
tdreft in thefe vines; for which reafon th<y-ought to be the more heartily. 
and vigoroufly concerned fpr the welfare of them, therefore they are called! 
our vines: *Ti$ true, Chrifl^has a foie right unto, and property in the vine**,, 
yard; the^ vines are all of;his planting,.and the fruit of them belongs to 
him; yet thofe to whom tife vineyard is let out, who are entrufted with the 
care of the vines, and whomuft give an account of them, to the chief and 
principal owner, have alio an intereft therein ; for though our great Solomon 
pmft have a tboufand % whofe the vineyard is ; yet thofe that keep tbt fruit 

> thereof 

* Vid. Theocrit. Idyll, 1 and 5. 
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thereof muft have two hundred) Cant. viii. 11*12. fo that if they ftiould be neg¬ 
ligent in their work, and fuffer the foxes to over-run the vineyard, and fpoil 
the vines, they would not only incur the difpleafure of the owner of them* 
but fuftain a lofs theirifeTves, by coming Ihort of the fruit which otherwife 
would be diftributed to them. Now fuch arguments as thefe, which have 
intereft and profit contained in them, ufually have the greateft influence. 
upon perfons; Chrift knew this, and therefore ufes fuch an one here. 

Ver. 16. My beloved Is mine, and I am bis : He feedeth among the 
lilies . 

C HRIST having given fuch evidences of his love, and inftances of his 
care and kindnefs to the church, in the preceding verfes, fhe, in this, 
declares her faith in him, and fignifies the obligations which fhe lay under to 
obferve his commands. My beloved is mine ; he hath given himfelf to me, 
his heart is fet upon me, and is always careful of me, and concerned for me, 
of which he has given the fulleft proofs I could wifh for : and I am his •, I 
give up my felf to him, and am at his difpofe, and think my felf obliged to 
obferve whatever he enjoins me, and to follow him whither foever he calls 
me ; efpecially feeing it is for my good ; it makes both for my pleafure and 
profit, as well as for his glory ; for he feedeth among the lilies . I need not 
fear nis leading me into danger, or any delolate places ; but where lilies grow, 
where's all delight and pleafure; he’ll lead me into green paftures, where I 
may have food, and fulnefs of it. And, 

Firjl , Thefe words are exprefiive of the mutual intereft and propriety which 
Chrift and the church have in each other; my beloved is mine , and I am his v 
he has intereft in me, and I have the fame in him. 

1 Jl, She fays, my beloved is mine. She firft afierts her intereft in Chrift,. 
and then his intereft in her; for Chrift is firft ours, and then we are his becaufe 
he is ours ; he loves us before we love him; he firft gives himfelf to us, and then 
we give ourfelves to him: But how comes Chrift to be ours? I anlwer, 1.. 
By the father's gift; he gave him for us, and he gave him to us, therefore. 
Chrift is called, John iv. 10. the gift of God, and that by way of eminence ■, 
he being the firft and beft gilt, the moft com prehen five one, that includes a H 
others in it, and brings them with it; for he that gives the greater gift will 
give the Idler , if he gives his own fon, he'll give all things with him ; him 
he has given to be an hufband to his church, and a head over her ; he has. 
given him to be a prieft to offer up facrifice, and make interceflion for her, 
to be a prophet to teach, and a king to rule her-; and furely fuch a gift as 
this deferves the utmoft thanks ; fo that there’s reafon to fay with the apoftle, 

2 Cor . ix. 15. 'Thanks be to God for his unfpeakable gift ; and thus Chrift be¬ 
comes ours. 2. By his own gift; he has given himfelf to us, as well as fori 
us; he gave himfelf a facrifice for us, and that as an inftance of his love to 
Us, as well as a fruit of his having given himfelf in covenant to us before. , 3. 
By marriage. Chrift has not only efpoufed our caufe, but has alfo efpoufed, 
our perfons, and betrothed us to himfelf in right eoufnefs and in judgment* and. 
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in loving kindnefs, and in mercies, and in faitbfulnefs, aiuf that for ever ; fo 
that, O aftonifhing grace! he that is our maker is become ouxhujbandi 4, 
By pofleflion. We have him and all things pertaining to life and falvation 
with him \ we have him in us as the hope of glory , dwelling in our hearts by 
faith, living there as in his own houfe and temple, and reigning there by his 
grace and (pint, as in his own palace; and thofe fouls who can experience 
this, may lay with the church, my beloved is mine \ I have an intereft in him, 
for I am in pofleflion of him. Thus Chrift is the church's. But, 

2 dly, She fays alfo, that Ihe was his, l am fat and that becaufeHe is mitoe. 
Now how come fouls to be Lhrift’s? I anfwer, 1. By the father’s-gift: He 
that gives Chrift to us, gives us alfo to Chrift ; and this he did in the ever- 
Jafling covenant, to be his bride and wife, to be his petition and inheritance,! 
and to be kept and preferved by him fafe to glory. Chrift 1 having pitched^hi« 
love upon us, chofe us for his own, and alked us of his father, wno granted 
his requeft. Thine they were, fays Chrift, John xvii. 6. and thou gaveft them ' 
tne. 2. By purchafe. He has bought us with a price, and that not with 
corruptible things, as ftlver and gold, but with his own mod precious blood :' 
So that he does, as he juftly may, claim an intereft in us upon this account.- 
3. By the conquefts of his grace upon our hearts. He pulls down the ffrong' 
holds of our hearts; enters in with his glorious train and retinue of grace ; 
difpoflefles fatan, dethrones fin, fets up a throne for himfelf, and places his 
own fpirit in the midft of us, which is the grand ervidence of our being his; 
for if any man have not the fpirit of Chrift , he is none of his *, from whence it 
may be inferred, that he that has the fpirit of Chrift, is one of his. 4. By 
a voluntary furrender of ourfelves unto him •, which cannot be better ex- 
prefled, than it is in Ifa . xliv. 5. One Jhall fay , 1 am the Lord's-, which is 
the language of the church here; another Jhall call himfelf by the name of Jacob, 
which is the name of Chrift’s church 5 and another Jhall fubferibe with his hand 
unto the Lord, and fumame himfelf by the name of Ifrael; and this, in new Tc- 
ftament language, is called a giving themfehes to the Lord, and to the church 
by the will of God-, fo that as Chrift is ours by his own confent, we are 
Chrift’s, by our confent, being made a willing people in the day 0/his power . 

Now from Chrift’s being ours, it follows, 1. That all he has is ours ; 
all hi9 perfedions are ours ; not that they are communicated to us, for that 
would be to deify us; but they are all engaged for our demal good and wel¬ 
fare, we have the comfort of them : Is he the almighty ? then he is able to 
five us from law, fin, hell and death, and to keep and preferve us fafe to 
his kingdom and glory: Is he omniprefent ? Hence faints enjoy his gracious 
prefence, in all places, in all bis ordinances; he can be with them, when and 
where he pleafes : Is he omnifeient? He knows their perfons, their wants, 
their enemies* Iftc. and is both able and willing to help them : Is he immu^ 
table? Is he Jefus, thefame yefter day, today, and forever? They need not" 
then fear any variation of his mind, any alteration in his love, or changenn 
their ftate ; and thus all other of his divine perfections ferve to advance their 
comfort and happinefi, 2. That all he has is their’s ; his perfon is their’s, 
to render them acceptable to God 5 his blood their’s, to deanfe and pardon 
them ; his righteoufnefs their’s, to juftify and acquit them before God his 
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fulnefs their* $, to fupply their wants ; and all covenant-bleffings and promifes 
which he has in his hands, are their’s. Therefore, 3. It follows, that they 
can want no good thing; for as he has ability to help them, he-has a heart 
to dp it, and will not withhold any thing that may be needful and proper for 
them, efpecially feeing they have an indisputable right to and intereft in them. 

Moreover, from our being Chrift’s, it follows, that we are not our own ; 
our perfons, our time and talents, our gifts and (graces, are not our own but 
his; and therefore, we fhould give up all unto him, and glorify him with 
all; nor are we any other’s; we are not fatan’s, for Chrift has delivered us 
as lawful captives out of his hands; nor fin’s, for Chrift has redeemed us 
from it; nor the world’s, for Chrift has both chofen and called us out of it; 
and therefore we fhould lerve none but him, who has an inconteftable right 
to us, and a fovereign power over us. 

Secondly , Thefe words are expreffive of a near union that there is between 
Chrift and his church; thefe two are one, in a conjugal relation, as hufbahd and 
wife are one ; my beloved is my hufband, and J am his wife, and we are both 
one fiefb. Which union is, 1. Perfonal: It is an union of perfons, that is to 
fay, the whole perfon of Chrift, as God-man, is united to a believer ; and 
the whole perfon of a believer, body and foul, is united to Chrift; and by 
virtue of this union, as the fouls of the faints ftiall be received into everlaft- 
ing habitations, till the refurre&ion-morn, fo the bodies of the faints fhall be 
raifed from their dufty beds, and fhall then live with Chrift for evermore. 
2. ’Tis a fpiritual union; be that is joined to the Lord , is one fpirit . Chrift 
and his church being one, they have one and the fame fpirit; Chrift has it 
without meafure, and the church in meafure ; and this flie has as the fruit of 
her unipn to Chrift, and alfo as the evidence of it. 3. ’Tis a vital union ; 
fuch an ope as is between the vine and branches. Where the fpirit of Chrift: 
is given, a principle of life is implanted; When fouls are engrafted into 
Chrift, they receive life from Chrift ; nay, he lives in them, and maintains 
this fpiritual life by frefh communications of life from himfelf, who is the 
fountain of it, and becaufe he lives they fhall live alfo ; as long as there’s 
life in the head, there fhall be in the members; and becaufe there is life 
in the root, the branches fhall not; wither. 4* *Tis very myfterious. 
The union of the three perfons in one divine effence, and that of two natures 
in Chrift’s perfon, are very myftepous; thefe, without controverfy , are the 
great myjieries of godlinefs : And next to the pi is this union of fouls to Chrift, 
which the apoftle having fpoken of, thus fays, Epb. v. 32. This is a great 
tnyfierji but l Jpeak of Chrift and the cbnrch, i. e. of the union there is be¬ 
tween Chrift and the church; that it is an ineffable and unconceivable one, ap¬ 
pears from its being compared to the union of the divine perfons in the God¬ 
head, John xvii. 21—2 3. 5. It is an indiffoluble one. Chrift and the church 

can never be feparated ; the union-bond can never be broken ; And what is 
that ? The generality of divines fay, that it is the fpirit on Chrift’s fide, and 
faith on ours; but neither the fpirit nor faith are the bond of union, but the 
fruits and effects of it: The region why. the fpirit is given, or faith, or any 
other graces are wrought, i$, becaufe the foul i§ already united to Chrift, 
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What then ii the bond of union ? I ahfwer, Chrift’s everlafting love j *tis 
this which is the cement, that knits and joins fouls unto him: What was 
it that knit and united the fouls of David and Jonathan together, and made 
them as if they had been but one foul, bat love ? What is it that knits the 
faints together, fo as they appear to be of one heart and one foul , but love ? 
This is the bond of union between them ; and fo it is between Chrift and 
his church; and now who or what can feparate from this love ? This betroth- 
ment which was done in hving kindnefs and in mercies % can never be made 
vbid, this marriage-knot*can never be loofed, this union-bond can never be 
broken; Chrift's love Is‘everlafting, unchangeable, and infeparablc. 

Now from this union flow, 1. An intereft in all he has; he being ours, and 
we Kis by marriage; all his goods are ours, all the aforementioned things 
are ours. 2. A communication of names. The church is called by the 
name of Chrift, 1 Cor. xii. 12. Jer.xx iii. 16. compared with Jet 1 , xxxiii. 6. and 
Chrift is called by the church’s name, Ifa, xlix. 3. which is fomewhat remark¬ 
able ; for tho* 'tis ufual for the wife to take the name of the hufband, yet 
not the hufband the name of the wife. 3. Conformity to Chrift. By virtue 
of this union, the foul receives the fame fpirit that Chrift has, and has 
grace daily communicated from, is indulged with transforming views of, and 
therefore cannot but bear fome refemblance to, him ; which will more fully 
appear in the other world, when faints fhall be like him , and (hall fee him as 
he is, 4. Communion and fellowfhip with him. Communion with Chrift 
follows upon union to him ; becaufe his faints and he are both one y he is not 
afhamed to call them brethren ; but takes them into hisbofom, indulges them 
with his prefence, grants them neamefs to and familiarity with him. 

Thirdly , Thefe words are alfo exprefiive of the mutual affe&ion, delight 
and complacency which Chrift and his church have in each other : ’tis as 
if fhe fhould fay, He is a beloved to me, and I am the fame to him ; he 
loves me, and I love him; yea, there is no love loft between us : He fays, 
that the lines are fallen to him in pleafant places , and that he has a goodly he¬ 
ritage: He is weH pleafed with his portion, and I am well pleafed with 
mine; for whom have I in heaven but him ? and there is none upon earth that 
Idefire y beftdes him. He fays, that I am, in his eye, the faireft among wo- 
men y the greateft beauty in the world, and fo is he in mme; he is white and 
ruddy , a compleat beauty, the chief eft among ten thoufand. 

Fourthly , There is in them a manifeft declaration of the afliirance of that 
knowledge and fakh which Ike had of her intereft in Chrift; it ihews us 
that tfuch a thing is attainable; and, fure I am, next to the enjoyment 
of the heavenly glory, nothing is more defirable ; it is a mercy not only to 
have an intereft in Chrift, but alfo to know it, to be capable of faying, 
with Thomas , My Lord and my God ; or with Job* I know that my redeemer 
liveth\ or with the apoftle Paul y I know whom I have believed \ for this 
makes much for the comfort of fouls. The church feems to (peak this in 
the triumph of faith, rejoicing in the comfortable views of Chrift as her own, 
and, as it were, boafting of it, excluding all other beloveds, as not worthy 
of her notice, and as not to be mentioned with her beloved. 
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Laflly, She tells us that this beloved of herj§^as feeding among the lilies; 
he feedeth among the lilies, ; which may be regarded, either as an apoflrophe to 
him, and may be read thus, 0 thou that feedejl among the lilies \ thou, and thou , 
only, art mine, and I am thine. Or elfe, thefe words may. be defcriptive of 
his perfon, and prevents a queftion that might be afked, viz. who her be¬ 
loved was, that fhe thus claimed an intereft in ? To which fheanfwers, My 
beloved is that yonder perfon you fee feeding among the lilies ; and at 
the fame time alfo points out to us the place where he was, and what he was 
about: His employment was feeding, that is either feeding himfelf-, which 
Chrift does when he delights and recreates himfelf in his gardens , the 
churches, and among his lilies, the faints, obferving how their faith grows, 
and how that and all other graces are exercifed upon himfelf: Or elfe, feed¬ 
ing his flock , as R. Sol . Jarchi obferves ; for as he bears the character, of a 
Ihepherd, fo he performs the work of one ; he feeds his flock like a fbepherd-, 
fee Cb. i. 7. The place where he is here faid to feed, is among the lilies ; by - 
which may be meant, either a good, quiet, and delightful pafture, as 
R. SoL Jarchi glofles it; Chrift leads and feeds his people in green paflures, 
beflde the ftill or quiet waters \ and what can be more delightful than to lie 
down among, or to fit and feed where lilies grow? Or elfe, by thefe lilies may 
be meant the fcriptures of truth, the precious promifes and comfortable doc¬ 
trines of the gofpel, and the ordinances thereof, with which Chrift feeds his 
church : Or rather by them may be meant the faints, who are compared there¬ 
unto, in ver . 2. of this Chapter . Now ’tis among thele Chrift feeds ; and 
therefore do any want to know where Chrift feeds, as the church did in Ch . i. 7. 
he feeds among his faints, where they are congregated in gofpel-order, where 
his lilies grow. 

Ver. 17. U?itil the day break , and the Jhadows jlee away : Turn my 
beloved , and be thou like a roe , or a young hart, upon the moun¬ 
tains of Bether. 

T H E former part of thefe words, until the day break , and the floadows flee 
away, may ftand connected with either part of the preceding verie ; 
either with thofe words, a My beloved is mine , and I am his - 9 which are expref- 
five, as has been obferved, of that mutual intereft, union, communion, fa- 
tisfa&ion and delight, which Chrift and his church have in, and with each 
other •, and then the fenfe is, as long as day and night continue, and God’s 
covenant with both ftands fure, fo long will my covenant intereft in, and 
union to Chrift, who is my beloved, abide folid and unfhaken; I can no 
more be feparated from his perfon, and from his love, than day and night 
can ceafe ; and when they do, I fhall be taken up into everlafting and unin¬ 
terrupted communion with him, which is now fubjett to the fame viciflitudes, 
as thefe returning feafons are : Or elfe, they may ftand connected with the 
latter part of the preceding verfe, b he feedeth among the lilies, until the day 

break , 

A a 


* So R. Sol. Jarchi in loc. 


b Vid. Sanft, in loc. 
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break* &c. and £o arc expreflive of the continual prefence oF Chrifl: in his 
church, until his fecond coming, when the evcrhftirtg day lhall break, 
and all fhadows of darknefs flee away ; till then, as in Cb. iv. 6. he’ll 
be in his mountain of myrrh, and bill of frankincenfe ; where he’ll delight 
himfelf with, and feed among his faint^ until all his elcdt ones are call¬ 
ed by grace, and till all his lilies arc grown up to their full maturity, 
when he’ll gather them to himfelf. Though the words may be alfo confidered 
as connected with the latter part of this verfe, turn my beloved , &c. and fa 
they contain a prayer of the church’s, for Chrift’s faced y accefs unto hef, 
and continued prefence with her, until the day fhou \&£>reak % and fhadows fhv 
away- In which may be confidered, 

I. The favour which he requefls of him, which is, j ft. To riirw, i. e. 
unto her ; and this Ihe defires, that he would do fpeedily, and therefore 
fays, be thou like a roe , or a young hart upon the mountains of, Bether. 

II. The time, until which Ihe defires this favour might be continued to 
her ; and that is, until the day break , upon which, the fhadows would 
flee away . 

1 . The favour which fhe defires of him is, that he would turn unto her; 
which leems to intimate, as though he was about to leave her, which, upon 
fome account or other, fhe had a fufpicion of, therefore importunes him toftay 
with her; and feeing him upon the motion, upon the turn, ready to depart, fhe 
defires that he would turn again, and continue with her : Or elfe, it luppofes, 
that he was intirely gone, and that Hie was fenfibleof it; and having a great va¬ 
lue for Chrift’s person and prefence, defires that he would turn again to her: 
Such a petition as this, under a fenfe of defertion, is frequently put up by the 
ffalmift , particularly in PfaL lx. i. and Ixix. 1 6 , 17. and lxxxvi. 16. though the 
word may be render’d turn about or furround me, i. e. with thy favour and lov¬ 
ing kindnefs; let me always he under thy care and protection ; be thou a 
wall of fire round about me ; fo (hall I be fafe and fecure from all enemies, 
until the glorious and wifhed for day breaks, when I fhall be out of fear, as 
well as out of danger: And this favour fne defires might be fpeedily granted 
to her, and therefore fays, be thou like a roe or a young hart \ which are not 
only loving and pleafant, but alfo fwift and nimble creatures. She had expe¬ 
rienc’d Chrifl: to be fo before, and therefore might the more comfortably hope 
that he would be fo to her now : fheadds, upon the mountains of Bether ; by 
which, perhaps, may be meant Bitbron^ of which #e read, in z.SamAi, 29. 
and was fo called, becaufe it was parted or feparated from Judea , by the ri¬ 
ver Jordan . Though fome think, it fhould be read Bethel , by a change of a 
letter ; and fo the Septuagint read it, in ver . 9. which is there an addition to 
the Hebrew text\ though they here render it, ogn ■ xoi\ufAolrwv 9 the mountains of 
tavities , i. e. fuch that were full of clift9and hollow places *, but be they what 
they will, ’tis certain that they were fuch places where roes and fawni ufed 
to (kip and run. The words may be very well rendered, the tmuntaihs^of di- 
vifoon ; which, if referred to Chrift’s firft coming in the days of his flelh; may 

regard 
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regard the ceremonial law, which made and kept up the divifion between Jew 
and Gentile, was the partition-wall between them,, which was broken down 
by Chrift Jefus: Or elfe, the two people divided by it, to whom Chrift 
came, for whom he made peace, to whom he preached it, and thereby made 
both one. But if we refer the words to Chriit’s fpiritual coming in a way 
of fpecial grace, to vifit his people *, then thefe mountains of divifion , uporf 
which Chrift comes, and over which he leaps, as a roe or a young hart, may 
be our fins and corruptions, which often feparate between him and our fouls \ 
though when he is pleafed to come, are no obftacles in his way, but are eafi- 
ly furmounted or removed by him: But, if they be applied to Chrift’s fe- 
cond coming at the day of judgment; thefe mountains of divifion may in¬ 
tend the fpacious heavens, in which Chrift fhall then appear, which, at pre- 
fent, interpofe between him and us, and feparate us from the enjoyment of 
his bodily prefence; one part or branch of whofe awful work then will be 
to feparate the fheep from the goats. But, 

II. How long does (he defire to be indulged with this favour of enjoying 
his gracious prefence, in the difcoveries of himfelf, and of his love unto her, 
without which, Ihe could not live, and therefore defires it might be fpeedi- 
ly granted to her ? And that is, until the day break, and the Jhadows fee 
avjay ; which may be underftood, either, 

1 ft, Of Chrift’s coming in the flefh, which was the break and dawn 
of the gofpel-day, until the day break ; or, according to the Hebrew text, 
until the day breathe or blow: And, naturalifts c have obferved, that, upon 
the fun’s rifing, an air or wind has been excited 5 fo upon, the rifing of ihe 
fun of righteoufnefs with healing in his wings, were raifed fome fine, cool, gen¬ 
tle and refrefhing breezes of divine grace and confolation. Before Chrift’3 
coming in the flefh, it was night, not only in the Gentile, but in the Jew- 
ifh world ; there was a great deal of darknefs, blindnefs and ignorance, in¬ 
fidelity* fleepinefs and fecurity ; but upon the arifing of this fun , and break¬ 
ing or breathing of this day, all this was, in a great meafure, difpelled, and 
light, nay a great light, was introduced ; for Chrift’s coming was as the light 
cf the morning, when the fun rifeth, even a morning without clouds ; he came 
as the light of the world , and made that day, that golpel-day, which, by 
way of eminency is fo often fpoken of in the old Teflament, when the lha- 
dows of the old law fled and difappeared : fo the law is called a fliadow of 
good things to come , and that becaufe it was a reprefentatioa of them, which 
were no fooner come, but this was gone, and like a Ihado.w, appeared fleet¬ 
ing and tranfitory ; and whilft it continued, was dark and obTcure, though 
there was fome glimmering of light in it, which led' the . faith of the old 
Teftament-faints to Chrift, who was reprefented by it: But now thefe 
lhadows are gone, Chrift the body and fubftance being come; this middle wall 
cf partition is broken down ; this hand-writing of ordinances is taken away, 
and the whole Mofaic difpenfation and oeconomy is waxen old , and vanifhed *, 
there- being a difannulling of it, becaufe of the weaknefs and unprcfitablenefs 
thereof, and a glorious difpenfation.and bright day of gofpel-grace intro- 

A a 2 duced 
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^.uced in the room of it, and all by the appearance of Chrift, in our nature > 
which was the great thing promifed, prophefied of, long expedted, and ear- 
r.eftly wilhed for, by the old Teftament-faints, as it was, perhaps, by the 
church here: Or ellV, 

idly % This may be underftood of Chrift’s fecond coming to judgment, 
which, as the former is called that day in the old Teftament, by way of emi- 
nency, as being that great, glorious and notable day of the Lord, fo is this 
in the new; for the former, lee I/a. xi. 10. and xxy. 9. and xxvi. 1. and 
xxvii. 1, 2, 13. and for this fee Phil. i. 6. 2 Tim. i. jl. r The/ v. 2, 4. arid 
this as well fuits, both with the Hebrew text*;and with the natural phi- 
lofophy of it, as the former : ChriIVs fecond coming will* be at the evening, 
both of the world and of the gofpel-difpenfation; when the fhadows of the 
evening are Jlretched out upon us, at a time when there will be a great deal of 
darknefs and ignorance, much want of faith, and a very great (kdpiltefs and 
fecurity, which will feize upon piofeffors, as well as upon prophane ; but 
upon Chrift’s appearance, a glorious and everlafting day will breaks the Jha- 
dews of darknefs and ignorance will flee away 5 we lhall know as we are known % 
and fee him as he is ; not as now, through a glafs darkly , but face to face ; all 
infidelity, doubts and fears, will be removed ; everlafting joy will be upon our 
beads ; no interpofing clouds will be between Chrift and our fouls; but we 
lhall have the everlafting enjoyment of him, and uninterrupted communion 
with him; there will then be no need of the fun and moony of gofpel-ordi- 
nances; for Che glory of God will lighten both our perfons, and the place of 
our refidence, and the lamb himfelf will be the light thereof \ fo lhall we ever 
be in his prefence, fee his face clearly, without any mixture of darknefs and 
unbelief, and without any fear of the lhadows of the evening returning upon 
us: There will be no more night, but one pure, bright and everlafting day. 
Moreover, naturalifts d have obferved, that the wind often blows frelh, and 
fine breezes of air are raifed at the fun fetting, as well as at the fun rifing ; fa 
that the words, until the day blow or breathe , i. e. at the cool of the day , whea 
the wind blows frelher, and there are gentle breezes of air, which often are 
in the evening, at which time it may be very well fuppofed, that God ap¬ 
peared to Adam in the garden, after his fall ; I fay, thefe words may be very 
•well applied to the evening of the world, or fecond coming of Chrift ; which* 
though it will be with flames of fire, to take vengeance on the wicked, yet 
to the faints, it will be a a time of refrejhing from the prefence of the Lord \ 
which time is earneftly wilhed for by them ; their defire is, that Chrift would 
be as a roe or young hart to haften it \ for, as he fay9, fitrely I come quickly * 
they return and lay, Amen, , even fo+ come Lord Jefut . So fome Jewilh e wri¬ 
ters interpret thefe words of the day of judgment, and compare them with 
Mai. iv # 1. 
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CHAP. III. 

Ver. r. By night on my bed I fought him , whom my foul loveth, I 
fought him , but 1 found him not. 

F ROM hence it appears, that the day was not as yet broke, which the 
church had mentioned in the laft verfe of the preceding chapter, but 
that the night was (till upon her, even the night of Jewifh darknefs, when 
the Jhadows of the ceremonial law were ftretcbed out upon h^r; yet having 
fome fmall knowledge of Chrifit, by types and prophecies, which had raifed 
in her a defire of knowing more of him, as well as filled her with love to 
him, Ihe fought after him ; which, at prdent, was not attended with fuccefs, 
it not being his will, as yet, to appear to her in that manner llie was defirous 
of; though indeed, the words may be taken in a more large and comprehen- 
hve fenfe, and may reprefent the ftate and condition of the church of Chrift, 
and all true believers, in all ages of the world, at one time or another \ and 
in them may be oblerved, 

I. The church’s cafe, which was the abfence of her beloved.' 

II. How fhe behaved herfelf under it, or what (he did in order to remove 
it; fhe fought him. And i ft. The perfon whom fhe fought-is defcribed ; 
him whom my foul loveth. idly , The place where fhe fought him, is- 
mentioned ; on my bed. 3 dly , The time when ; by night. 4 thly , The 

fuccefs fhe had in feeking; but I found him not . 

I. The church’s cafe here appears to be, abfence of her beloved ; which 
is not only manifeft from her feeking of him, though that clearly fhews, 
that he was abfent from her, but alfo from the time in which fhe fought 
him, which was by night ; for as Chrift’s prefence makes the believers day, 
fo his abfence makes it night with them ; as well as from the place where fhe 
fought him, and that is, upon her bed \ .which lhews, that fhe was in a fleepy* 
flothfuland fecure frame of fpirit, which is never attended with a lively fenfe 
and feeling of Chrift’s gracious prefence. Now from this being the church’s 
cafe, we may obferve, 1. That the change of a believer’s frame is often very 
fudden ; not only their frames are changeable, but they are often fuddenly 
changed : It was not Ions fince, that the church was in the banqueting houfe 
with Chrift, and there hfe her fill of love , and Wds fweetly retrefhed with 
his gracious prefence ; and though fhe fell into a relapfe of dulnefs and fleepi- 
nefs, yet he, in love, vifits her again, and recovers her out of it; infomuch 
that fhe became fo lively in the exercife of her faith, that fhe could claim her 
intereft in him, and relation to him, and fay. My beloved is mine, and I am 
his ; and yet, no\y fhe is at a lofs for him, and knows not where he is i fhe’s 
grown dull and fleepy, carnal and fecure, and he withdraws himfelf from her; 
fo that a believer can fometimes fay, as the pfalmift did, ?/<*/. xxx, 7, Lord , by 
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thy favour thou baft made my mountain to t ft and ftrong \ and, perhaps, imme¬ 
diately, nay, almoft at the very lame time complain, thou didft hide thy face y 
and 1 was troubled . 2. That (Thrift abfents himfelf from his own church 

and people ; he bides bis face from the houfe of Jacob, from his own fleih and 
blood, from his love, his bride and fpoufe ; which he does both for her good 
and for the advancement of his glory. Though Chrift’s abfence is very un¬ 
comfortable and difquieting to his people ; they cannot tell how to bear it, 
efpecially when they are fenfible of it ; for fometimes they are not, but are 
attended with fleepinefs, carelefnefs and fecurity: He is gone from them, and 
they are not aware of it, and therefore are unconcerned about it, until fuCh 
time as they are awakened by him ; and then they are made fenfible that he 
is withdrawn from them : Not but that Chrift is always prefent with his 
church, in fome fenfe, though they have not always the comfortable fenfe of it 
upon their fouls. 3. That Chrift’s abfence does not diffolve that covenant- 
intereft and union which his people have in and with him; though there may 
be a diftance, as to communion, yet there is a nearnefs as to union; lhe 
was his, and he was her’s, now as much as ever, though abfent from her; 
neither did it deftroy that love and affe&ion which lhe had in her heart to¬ 
wards him ; for ftili’tis him whom her foul lovethy though fhe could not fee 
him nor hear of him. 

II. What the church did in this cafe, comes next to be confidered ; lhe 
fought him ; which Ihews, that (he was fenfible that he was gone from her. 
Believers are fometimes like Sampfon , they wift or know not that the Lord is 
departed from them ; but it feems that the church was apprized of it; per¬ 
haps fhe had fiept quietly for fome time, imagining that her beloved was 
with her, but finding herfelf miftaken, feeks for him. And from hence it 
alfo appears, that lhe faw her need of Chrift’s prefence, had a value for it, 
and was in hopes of enjoying it again, otherwife lhe would never have fought 
for him. Now Chrift’s prefence, when loft, Ihould be fought after; 1. Time¬ 
ly, or while he may be founds as Ifaiah fays, Ch> Iv. 6. for otherwife, by mif¬ 
fing an opportunity, as Thomas did, he may be gone, as he was in Gb. v. 6 . 
when the church opened to him. <2. With our Whole hearts, not feignedly 
or hypocritically, as fome did, of whom complaint is made in Jfa . lviii. 2. 
nor with worldly ends and views; not for loaves, as fome of-Chrift’s follow¬ 
ers did. 3, Fervently, and not in a carelefs and negligent manner; as it 
may be the church did here, and therefore cjid not immediately fucceed. 
4. With care, diligence and conftancy, until he is found, as the church did 
afterwards, in •her. 2, 3, 4. 5. In proper places^ as well as at proper times ; 

as in the church of Chrift, and in the publick (Ordinances*of the gofpel, as 
well as privately in the dofet, by prayer, meditation and reading ; and filch 
feekers as thefe are moft likely to meet with fuccefs. But it will be* pro¬ 
per to confider more particularly the church’s feeking of Chrift here ; where 
may he obferved, 

ift. The defeription of the perfon whom flie fought; him whm htr foul 
Joved: which fhews, not only the reality and fmcerity of her lote tfd Chrift, 
whom lhe loved with all her heart and fottl y as appears from her retaining 
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an affedtion For him, fcven when in the word of frames, and when he was 
departed from her ; for nothing could feparate her from the love of Cbrift ; all 
the waters of afflictions, temptations, defertions, &c. could not exftinguifh 
that flame of love that was kindled in her foul. I fay, it not only fliews the 
heartinefs and reality of her love to Chrift, but alfo that flie fought him 
from a principle of love, and not with finillerends and views ; fhe fought him 
becaufe fhe loved him, and fhe loved him becaufe befirjt loved her-, and this 
is an indication that fhe was not wholly forfaken by him ; feeing this grace 
of love was in her foul, and maintained there, by a fecret and invifible hand* 
nay, brought into act and exer.cife, in feme meafure. 

2dly, The place where fhe fought him is alfo mentioned,- and that is, on 
her bed: By which we are not to underftand the temple, or the church of 
Chrift, and the publick ordinances thereof ; for had fhe fought there, fhe had 
fought aright. Befides, thefe feem to be intended in the following verfe , by 
the Jlreets , and broad places of the city. This bed is diftinguifhed both from 
that mentioned in. Ch. i. 16. and alfo from that in Ch. iii. 7. in the former 
of which places it is called our bed , Chrift having a joint property in it ■, and 
in the latter, it is faid to be his bed , Chrift being the only maker and prin¬ 
cipal owner of it: But this bed is faid to be her’s, by night on my bed ; which 
was purely her own, and where fhe was without the prefence of Chrift, who 
was juftly difpleafed with her for being there. Moreover a .different word is 
here ufed than what is in either, of thofe places: Some a by it underftand 
the bed of contemplation ; the bed being a proper place, as the night is a 
proper time, to have the thoughts compofed in meditation ; fee Pfal. iv. 4. 
but, it feems rather to intend a bed of affliction, forrow and tribulation; 
which file was caft into, in which fhe fought the Lord, as it is ufual with 
perfons in fuch a condition ; fee Rev. ii. 22. Hof v. 15. Though I fhould 
chufe to underftand it of a bed of carnal eafe and fecurity, upon which fhe 
was fallen ; and feems to be. expreffive of the manner in which fhe fought 
him, which.was in a cold, lazy, lukewarm and formal way, rather than of 
the place where. 0 

3^/y, The time when fhe fought him, and that is, by night ; which fhews, 
that it was either a time of great, affliction with her, or elfe, of darknefs and 
defertion, this is manifeft enough; as alfocthat fhe was very uneafy and reft- 
lefs in her prefent condition, being brought, in fame meafure, to a fenfe of 
it; and that foe had an exceeding great love for Chrift, feeing, that at a 
time when others were taking their reft, foe was feeking for him. In the He¬ 
brew text the word is in the plural number, and may be render’d, by nights ; 
i. e. one night after another fucceffively, I fought him , but to no purpofe ; 
and fo it may be expreffive of her diligence and conftancy in feeking, as 
well as of her condition when fhe fought. 

4 thly. The fuccefs foe met with is here related, / found him not ; either 
becaufe fhe did not feek him aright, as James fays, Cb. iv, 3. Ye cfk and 
receive not , becaufe ye cifk amifs: So foe fought and found not, becaufe fhe 
fought amifs, in a cold and lifelefs way and manner ; Chrift would not be 

found 
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Found in fuch a way of feekine: Or elfe it was the will of Chrift, to be ab¬ 
sent for a time, and not manifeft himfelf upon firft feeking ; not for want of 
love to her, or becaufe he was regardlefs of her, but to exercife her grace, 
try her faith and patience, and to make her more earneft and diligent in her 
fearch j as alfo that fhe might prize him the more when fhe had him, as 
well as be more careful to retain him ; which had the defired effedt upon 
her, as appears from ver. 4. 


Ver. 2. 1 will rife now , and go about the'city, in the jireets, and in 
the broad ways ; I will feek him whom my foul Ivoeth : I fought 
him, but Ifound him not. 

T HE church finding that the former methods fhe had taken, were not 
attended with fuccefs, confults others, being fenfible that Ihe was wrong 
before, which Hie refolves to purfue without any more delay. In thefe words 
we have, 

I. The church’s refolution, which confifts of three parts; ijl, To rife now, 
immediately, 'idly , To go about the city.. 3 dly , To feek Chrift in the 
Jireets and broad ways thereof. 

II. Her performance of this refolution ; I fought him . 

III. Her fuccels in it, which was as before * but I found him not . 

I. Here is the refolution of the church, to take other methods than what 
fhe had done before, in order to find her abfent beloved ; which (hews, not 
only that fhe was fenfible that Ihe had taken fome wrong ones before, and 
that no good was to be obtained that way ; for Chrift would not be found in 
fuch a way of feeking him, as upon the bed ; but alfo that her former dif- 
appointment had not difeouraged her from purfuing her fearch of him •, nay, 
it had made her more lively and aftive, zealous and vigorous in it, as ap¬ 
pears from this new refolution of her’s, and her putting it into pradlice; 
which confifts of the three following things. 

1 ft. She refolves now to rife ; that is, from her bed of (loth and carnal 
eafe, and to appear more vigorous, and that now , without any more delay ; 
for refolutions are not to be breathed upon ; no time fhould be allowed them 
but the prefent; we fliould immediately proceed to the performance of them, 
otherwife flefh and bloody which are too often confulted in fuch cafes, will find 
many ways to elude them •, but thefe, as they are not to be made in our own 
ftrength, fo neither are we to expeft the performance of them by it: But 
however, the church refolving to quit her bed, and forego her own carnal eafe * 
and pleafure, in fearch of Chrift, and that fhe might enjoy his prefence and 
company,' not only thews the exceeding greatnefs of her love to him, and the 
reality and fincerity of it, but alfo the uneafinefs of her foul, and the diftfefe 
of mind fhe was in \ (he could not be eafy and contented without him, and 
therefore refolves to feek yntil fhe found him, 

2 2 dly* 



Vet. S ft N G of S Q N G S* 185 

2dly y She not only refolves to rife> and that dire&ly, but alfo to go about 
the city. Her defign in rifing, was not to feek him in afuperficial manner, 
but fearch the city, the ftreets thereof, and thus feek him whom her foul 
loved. - 

By city is here meant the church of God, which is frequently called fo in 
fcripture ; fee Pfal. lxxxvii. 3. Heb. xii. 22, 23. and no doubt, but here is a 
regard had to the city of JeruJalem , by which name the church often goes, 
and to which it is frequently compared in fcripture ; but why it is fo, will be 
fliewn on Cb . vi. 4. and therefore I fhall only, at prefent lhew in what fenle 
and for what reafon the church may be faid to be a city , which are as follow v 
i. Cities being large and populous, and having in them great and fpacioua^ 
buildings, are generally built where there is a good foundation. The church 
of God is a city that is well founded; for the Lord himfelf hath founded 
Zion, and the foundation which he has laid there, is a fure one, and that is 
Chrift himfelf, who .is able to fupport the whole building, and will never 
fail j for he is that rock upon which his church being built, the gates of hell 
cannot prevail againft it. 2. Cities are commonly delightfully fituated, upon 
an eminence, in a good air, and by a pleafant river. The church of God is 
beautiful for fituation \ it ftands upon rifing ground this mountain of the 
Lord's houfe is eftablijhed upon the top of the mountains ; It is in a good air, 
and is comfortably fanned with the gentle and refrefhing breezes of the bleffed 
fpiric; it is fituated by a pleafant river, even the river of God’s boundlefs 
love and grace, the Jlreams whereof make glad this city of our God . 3. In ci¬ 

ties are ufually fine, large, and magnificent buildings. The church is God's 
architefture ; 5 tis of his building, and therefore muft needs be well built. 
Every believer is a temple, and that a temple of the Holy Ghoft's. There is 
a great deal of glory, beauty and excellency in thefe buildings, as well as 
ftrength and firmnefs. See Ifa. liv. 11, 12. Rev. xx i. 10, 11, 12, 18, 
21. 4. Cities are very populous and numerous; there are a great many inha¬ 
bitants in them•, fo is the church of God. ’Tis true, ’tis called but a little flacky 
when compared with the world, but yet, confidered by itfelf, ’tis very large 
and numerous. John faw at once, after he had beheld the forty and four 
thoufand, a great multitudey which no man could number ; and that of fuch 
who belonged to Chrift, and were faved by him; and fo will the church, 
even on earth, appear very numerous, when thofe prophecies are fulfilled, 
which you may read in Ifa. xlix. 19, 20. . and lx. 4, 5.-6, 7,8^., 5. In cities, 
as there areJarge numbers of inhabitants, fo there is adiverfity of them, as 
rich and poor, good and bad; in Chrift’s church here, on earth, there is a 
very great difference of its members; fomehave greater gifts and more grace 
than others have * fome are more publick fpirited than others, and fo of a 
greater ufefulnefs •, fome are real and hearty believers, others are only painted 
hypocrites;, for there has been always .tares among Chrift’s wheat, wolvesand 
goats among his fheep, and jome* who have, had a name and place in this 
city, whofe names were never written amongythe .living in Jerufalem. 6 . In 
well regulated cities there is a good order, and decorum kept: There are good 
laws made,. and proper queers appointed.to put. them an. execution, as well 

B b as 
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as a good watch add guard provided for the fccurity of die inhabitants. In 
the church of God, there arc good and wholefome Jaws enafifced by the great 
Icgiflator, which concern the admiffipo of perfons into this city* their beha¬ 
viour whilft in it, and their removal from it, if diiagreeable; and thqfe are 
preferable to all others, not only becaufe God is the author of them* byt alfo, 
becaufe they are written upon the hearts of all thofe who are true citizens, ac¬ 
cording to that promife, Jer. xxxi. 33. 1 will put my law in their inward 
parts , and write it in their hearts . Moreover, here, are proper officers ap¬ 
pointed, fuch as minifters of the gofpel, who are to fee that thefe laws are 
carefully obferved and exattly complied with \ who alfo bear the character 
of watchmen in the next vtrjt % being fet as well for the defence of the church, 
as to give dire£tion and inftru&ion to her. 7. In cities there are peculiar 
privileges which belong to the citizens thereof \ and fo there are in the 
church of God. All, who are Chrift’s/reewrw, and are fellow-citizens 9/the 
faints^ have a right to all the ordinances of the gofpel, to all the privileges 
and immunities of Chrift's houfe ; they fhall never be arrefted by juftice, or 
be brought into a (late of condemnation ; nor is it poflible for them ever to 
lofe their freedom. 

Now her going about the city % is, (1.) Expreffive of her diligence and in- 
duftry in feeking Chrift ; Ihe loft no opportunity, fhe fought in all other 
places, as well as in the open ftreets, where ever Ihe thought he might be 
found, or there was any probability of hearing of him. (2.) It (hews the 
pains Ihe took, as well as the diligence ihe ufed in feeking; for it muft be 
very painful and laborious to go round about, or all over a city, eipecially 
a large one, fuch an one as Jerufalem was, to which the allufion is here made * 
her fearch was as forrowful and as fatiguing, as that of Jofeph and Mary, who, 
after three days fearch, in their company, among their kindred, and about the 
City, at length found Chrift in the temple : But all this toil and labour, fhe 
regarded not, fo ftie could but find him whom her foul loved. (3.) This 
being done in the night, which was an unfeafonable time to walk about the 
city in, efpecially for women, is a further indication of the ftrength of her 
affeftion to him, in that fhe did not value the reproach that might attend her* 
(4,) She not only run the rifique of reproach and fcandal, but alfo of danger 
and mifchief, which the night-feafbn expofed her to, and which fhe experienc'd 
in Cb. v. 7. but being fired with love, and fearlefe of danger, fhe puts all 
to the hazard, regarding no ioconver\iencies that might enfue \ for her 
heart was fo fet upon finding Chrift, that Ihe was refblvcd to try all ways* 
whatever Ihe fuffered in the experiment. 

She refedves to feek him in tbt firuts and broad ways ; where we have, 
1. The pexfon, whom ihe was reiblved to feek, described, him whom my fojit 
bvetb v which is the feme character Ihe gives of him in the former veriest 
and fhews, that her love to him was Aid the feme, was dot abated* though* 
Ihe had been difeppointed of finding him; nay, that it was rather increafed, 
and therefore ihe repeats this ovey aad over, as not knowing how to /fpeak 
of him any ocher z. The particular places in the ^dty, > where jbe re- 
fotadto feck him, m 4 ht finds and broad wrgx j i?y which, we acenot 
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to underftand, places h where worldly bufinefs is tranfa&ed, and to which 
crouds of people flock for the fame purpofe ; as the court, the market-place, 
or the exchange ; for Chrift is not to be Fdurid thete ; worldly employments, 
efpecially when immoderately purfued, rather draw fouls from hitn than bring 
them near to him : Nor are the books, writings and c tenets of the Gentile phi- 
lofophers, here intended ; for fhe could not expert to find him'there, where 
he was never known nor heard of: But by them we are to underftand, either 
the Jewifli fynagogues, where prayer was wont to be made* and the word of 
God preached, there being a probability of finding him there; or rather the 
publick ordinances of the gofpel, which are the ftj-eets and broad ways of this 
cit)\ the church, in which Chrift walks, and often fliews himfelf to his 
people-, and in feeking him here, ftie fought aright ; though, for reafons 
hereafter to be mentioned, fhe did not meet with immediate fuccefs. But thefe 
phi-ales may, in general, intend the diligence and exquifitenefs of her fearch, as 
in Jer . v. r . 

II. She gives an account of her performance of this refolution, I fought him % 

fays fhe : She not only refolded upon it, but alfo did it; nay, fhe no foOner 
faid it but likewife did it. Refolutions, without putting them in practice, 
avail little ; and unlefs they are made in the ftrength of Chrift, and are per¬ 
formed by the fame, are never performed, either aright, or to any good pur¬ 
pofe ; but this of her’s was quickly performed, fhe was foon enabled to fet 
about it, being aflifted by divine grace, and not left to confult with jlcjh and 
blood . * • 

III. Her fuccefs is alfo mentioned by her, but I found him not % which fhe 

feems to take notice of, with much forrOw and concern, that though lhehad 
fuch an earneft defire after, fo ftrong an affettion for, and. had been fo diligent 
in herfearch of him, had fpared no pains, and had run all .rifques of lofirig 
her good name, and of being expofed to danger, and yet he would not fhew 
himfelf to her; fhe could not get fight of, or hear any tidings concerning 
him; and this ftill fhews that ftrong was her love; for, had fhe not dearly 
loved him, fhe would not have been fo much concerned’ at; her difappoint- 
ment in not finding him. And 'now this was, 1. To. 4 chatftife her for her 
former negligence in duty, find for her indulging herfelf in f carnal ekfe and 
fecurity-, for he feems refolved, that as fhe had loft hihr through her safe, 
fhe lhould hot find him without trouble ; forWe are nfctitofuppofe that he 
refented her prefent way of feeking, 'Or her 'prefenthehaviour ca him, Which 
feems very agreeable; but this he does to fhew how much he Was affronted 
with her fbrmer carriage. 2. Toexercifb her faithand tryiher patience. Thus, 
when the apOftle Paul, 2 Cor. xii. 8, 9. wasTotely hqffited by! fatan* he be- 
fought the Lord thrice^ thathe might depart from hm > 9 but la’ll the anfwer 1 he 
could for the prefent, obtain, Was, 'tny'grtiile is fefficientfvbtbte. 3. To fhew 
that even Weans themfelves, thbugh thdy Sre to be ufed,' are ilot to be de¬ 
pended on ; thefe cannot help fouls- to a fight Of Chrift, Unlefs He ispkafed, 
in them, to reveal himfelf ; for ivheh be htfktb 'Jtis f&ve± vbho tbctt can behold 
him ? yet, neverthelefs, they are to be carefully obferved and diligently ufed 
by us. ■ 5b 2 

Ver. 

* Fid. Sanft. in loc. and Ambrof. in ibid, c Alcyin in loc. 
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Ver. 3. l'be watchmen that go about the city found me : To whom I 
■ faid. Saw ye him whom my Soul loveth ? 

• , . i 

T HE church continues to give an account of her adventure, and what 
befel her when in the ftreets and broad ways of the city ; as how lhe 
Was found by the watchmen, whofe bufinefs is to take up and examine per- 
fons that they meet with in the night; of whom lhe enquires after her Jolt 
ipoufe, but, for the prefent, can have no tidings of him. In thefe. words 
*we /hall, 


I. Enquire who are meant by the watchmen . 

II. What by their finding of her. 

III. Confider the queftion propofed by her to them ; Saw ye him whom my 
• foul loveth f 

IV. Shew why no anfwer is mentioned, as returned to this queftion. 


I. It will be proper to enquire, who are meant by the watchmen here : 
And by them we are not to underftand angels, as * fome, though thefe are 
thought to be called watchers , in Dan. iv. 13, 17. and are the faints life¬ 
guards; attend upon their perfons; watch over them, and encamp about 
them : nor the princes and great men of the world, who have the care and 
government of kingdoms, provinces and cities, but are ignorant of Chrift, 
and know not the Lord of glory , as b others; nor falfe teachers, c who are 
called, Ifa. Ivi. 10, blind watchmen , dumb dogs 9 that cannot bark ; but rather 
the true minifters of the gofpel; the prophets under the Old Teftamenr, and 
the apoftles and faithful teachers under the new; who frequently bear this 
title of Watchmen^ in feripture; fee Ifa. lii. 8. and lxii. 6. Ezek. xxxiii. 7. 
The Jewifli d writers interpret thole words of Mofes and Aaron with the 
Levftes, who kept the watch of the tabernacle. The minifters of the gofpel 
are called watchmen , either in allufion to (hepherds, who watch over their 
flock by night, Luke ii. 3 . or elfe, to watchmen in cities, as here; and their 
work may be confidered, 

1. With regard to themfelves : They are to watch over themfelves as well 
•as others; they are to watch over their conventions, that they be as become 
the gofpel they preach, and fo they may give no ill examples to others, or 
the ways and doftrine&of Chrift to be evilipoken of, and render their 
miniftry ufehefs ; they are' to watch over their do&rines, and take heed that 
they be agreeable to the oracles of God, that they r deliver nothing but the 
wmtfdme, words of Chrift Jefus, and fuch as may be for the edifying of their 
hearefs; and fuitahle to thfc cafes of fouls; they are to watch all opportunities 
•to preach this golpel* aS' the apoftle fays, 2 Tim.W. 2. To be inftatft in 
fedfim and out of feafoni and then they are to watch and obferve the ftuxefs 


K Foliot & San£t. in loc. h Diodafc in loc. 
R. Sol. Jaichi and R*AbenEzra in loc. 
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of it, and how it is bleffed and made ufeful to fouls. Moreover, they ought 
to have a very great guard upon themfelves ; For if the enemy can but fur- 
prize, decoy or corrupt them, it turns much to his advantage. Now mini- 
iters of the gofpel lhould take heed to themfelves, left they fall afleep, or 
grow carelefs and indifferent in the work of the Lord ; or are diverted from 
it, through the frowns or flatteries of the world j or be corrupted with errors 
and falfe do&rines ; . for thefe things tend much to the ruin of (Thrift's king¬ 
dom and intereft. 

2. With regard to others, their work is, i. To give the time of night, as 
in Ifa. xxi. n, 12. The queftion is put. Watchman , what of the night? 
Watchman , what of the night ? The anfwer is, the morning cometh and alfo 
the night . Sometimes it is night with the church: She is fallen afleep upon a 
bed of fecurity. The wife virgins fleep as well as the foolifli; it is then the 
work of minifters to give the time of the night, to apprize the church what 
a condition fhe is in, and to endeavour to awake her out of it: Tho’ fome- 
times the minifters, the watchmen, are afleep, as well as the churches, and 
know not what time of the night it is, which is a dreadful cafe *, and then 
are the churches of Chrift in a poor plight and condition indeed. 2. Their 
work is to give notice of approaching danger; they are to give notice of 
the danger that finners are in, who are walking in the broad road to de- 
ftruftion ; and alfo the danger that churches may be in through errors and 
herefies fpringing up among them, as well as by indulging themfelves in any 
vicious practices, which they are feverely to check and reprehend. Now this 
work requires vigilance, prudence, courage and faithfulnefs j and alfo fhews 
the neceffity and ufefulnefs of the publick miniftry, which can no more be 
difpenfed with than watchmen in a city \ and likewife what care the Lord has 
of his churches, in placing fuch officers in them, as. well as the awfulnefs of 
( the work they are concerned in ; for if the watchman does not difeharge his 
duty, the blood of thofe.he has to do with, will be required of him. 

Thefe watchmen are further deferibed by their going about the city : By 
the city we are to .underftand the church of God, as in the former verfe *, 
and their going about, it, is mentioned to diftinguifh them from thofe that 
were upon the walls, who kept their ftands, and did not ftir from their places; 

. and alfo to ftiew their proper work and bufinefs, which, as it appears from 
hence, they were diligent in ; and fo it proves them to be true watchmen and 
faithful minifters of the gofpel, who, in imitation, of Chrift, their Lord and 
mafter, go about doing good to the fouls of men. . 

; II. Being thus in the difeharge of their duty, and ufing diligence therein* 
thty found the church *, which is the next thing, tp be enquired into; they 
found me, i. e. they fell upon the fubjeft of my cafe and condition in their fer- 
mons, and exaftly took notice of and Ipoke to my cafe, as if fomebody had 
told them of it before hand, and as if they had particularly defigned me above 
all the reft ot their audience ; which ftiews the power of the word, and its pierc¬ 
ing and penetrating nature * it often finds out particular finners in a congregation, 

, and points out their particular fins unto them i it Marches into the inward re- 

ceffes 
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Cefles of their hearts, brings fecret fins to light, fees them ih order before them, 
and brings them to an Open and ingenuous confellion of them ; like wife-it 
finds and points out the particular cafes of believers, oftentimes unknown to 
the miniftcr, and unlook'd for by the believer, which feems to be the church's 
cafe here. 'Tis amazing how this is fometimes effected, infomuch that fome 
have thought that fome friend or other, to whom they have communicated 
their cafes, have told the minifter, and he has purpofely treated on fuch a fub- 
jeft, to meet with them; tho’ when they have more narrowly enquired into it, 
have found it otherwife, to their great furprize ; nay, fometimes a minifter, 
by ftepping out of the way, going off from his fubjed, and making a di* 
grellion, has met with fouls, and hit their cafe, as Auftin did with the Marti - 
thee. God has given many inftances of the fecret energy of the word, and 
the mighty power and grace of the fpirit, in applying it to the different cafes 
of perfons. But, 

111 . Having met with fomething under the miniftry of the word, fuitable 
to her cafe, fhe is encouraged to take her opportunity, after publick worfhip 
was over, to fpeak privately to the minifters, and propofe this queftion th 
them; Saw ye him whom my foullovtlh? in which may be obferved, 1. The 
perfon concerning whom fhe enquires, and that is, him whom her foul loveth. 
Chrift is ftill the fubjeft of her difeourfe and enquiry ; whether Ihe talks with 
minifters or private Chriftians, fhe’s upon the fearch after him ; and though 
(be cannot as yet find him, fhe's not difeouraged from feeking, nor is her 
love and affeftion towards him abated, though fhe cannot fee him. 2. The 
manner in which fhe propofes this queftion, and that's very abrupt; for with¬ 
out giving them an opportunity to fpeak to her firft, or ufing any 
preface to excufe her freedom with them, fhe immediately puts the queftion, 
as foon as fhe came up to them, Saw ye bim y &c. where it may alfo be 
obferved, as has been already, on Ch. i. 2. that fhe ufes the relative him % 
without an antecedent, and does not exprefs the perfon’s name whom fhe 
enquires about; which fhews the fingular excellency of Chrift, that he was 
the only him in the world; and likewife the fingular efteem fhe had fbr 
him, the ftrength of her afftdtion to him, how much her thoughts were up¬ 
on him, arid her defires after him ; infomuch that fhe thought every body 
mult know who fhe meant, and whom fhe loved, without mentioning his 
oame ; and more efpecially, it fuppofes that fhe concluded that thefe mini- 
fteri knew whom fhe meant. 3. Her putting this queftion to them, fhews, 
(1.) That fhe had a value for them, had entertained a good opinion of them, 
and fudged them prbper perfbhs to apply to; which might arife from what 
Ihe had mit with under their publick miniftry. (a.) That fhe was unwilling 
to let my Opportunity flip, in which there was any likelyhood of finding 
Chrift; thertfbre fhe'U not Only hear the minifters publickly, but converfe 
with them-privately ; and fuch a pra&ice is highly commendable in, and to 
be imitated by all the feints; oftentimes much is loft by miffing an opportu¬ 
nity : What did TboiHas lbfe by not being with the reft of the difciples when 
Chrift appealed to them? Why, a fight of Chrift; and not only fo, but alfo 

4 fell 
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fell into ft fit of unbelief. (3.) That when perfoos ftpply to minifters, they 
lhould keep clofe to their own fouls cafes, as the church does here, and not 
trouble them with long and tedious difcourfes, filled up. with inveftives.againft 
their fellow Chriftians, and animadverfions upon their weaknefies and imper¬ 
fections; but their chief concern lhould be the cafe of their own. fouls; and 
the fubjeCt of their difcourfe, Chrift and his grace. (4.) That minifters had 
need to be well acquainted with the various cafes of fouls, that they may know 
how to fpeak aptly to them, and communicate a word in feafon to their re- 
frelhment; which, when fitly fipoken, is like apples of gold in pictures of fil¬ 
ler. But, 

IV. Here’s no anfwer returned to this queftion, that is here recorded; 
the reafon of which is, not becaufe they could not give one, or were thofe 
blind watchmen , which were without the light of faith and experience them- 
felv.es, thofe dumb dogs , which cannot bark , and know not how to.fpeak to 
the cafes of fouls, being unacquainted with .them, of which we read in lfa. lvi. 
10. Nor, it may be, was it becaufe they did not return an anfwer, though 
fhe has not recorded it; and if they did not, it might be owing to her over 
hafte in not waiting for one ; or if they did, yet fhe not being able to apply 
it with comfort to her own foul, takes no notice of it; and this might be, 
to let her fee the need of a divine bleffing upon means, and the power and 
grace of the bleffed fpirit to attend them ; but yet, though Ihe did not find 
immediate comfort and relief, Ihe might get fomething from them, which 
was afterwards ufeful to her, as feems to appear from the following verfe 
for oftentimes the fpirit of God brings to our remembrance, and fets home 
with power upon our fouls, things which have been dropp’d in the miniftry 
of the word, or in private converfation, which were of no ufe in the hearing 
of them. 

Ver. 4. It was but a little that I faffed from them , but I found him 
whom my- foul loveth : I held him , and would not let him go, un¬ 
til I had brought him unto my mother's houfe, and into the chamber 
of her that conceived me. 

T HE church having fought about die city,; \n th^ ftreefs and broad ways 
of it, for her beloved, and made enquiry of the watchmen,^opc^ming 
him, though attended with little fuccefs ; yet is not difcou jaged, bpt keeps 
on feeking, till at length Ihe finds him ; which nqt only filled her with a 
tranfport of joy, but alfo put her upon ufing all the means Ihe Cjppl{i tp con¬ 
tinue him with her, and fecure his prefence qnd company for the future, fn 
thefe Words are, 

j, 

I. An Account of the church’s finding Chrift/ found him whom myfitfl 
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II. The place or time, where or when (he found him; It was but a little 
that I faffed from them , but I founds fire. 

III. Her behaviour towards him \ I bold him, &c. - 

i 

I. The church gives an account of her finding Chrift; I found him, &c. She 
had fought, but not in vain *, that promiie was made good to her, feek, and 
ye /ball find which was alfo when all means failed. She had fought him pri¬ 
vately, by prayer and meditation •, and publicldy, by an attendance upon the 
ordinances of the gofpel: She had heard the minifters of Chrift preach, and 
had conferred with them alone, and yet could not find her beloved*, which 
may inform us, i. That means, though they are to be ufed, yet not to be 
depended on \ they will not avail without a divine bleffing ; Betbefda 9 s pool 
muft be moved by an angel, or no cure can be performed ; the fpirit of God 
muft move upon the waters, the ordinances, or they will not convey light 
and life to fouls *, Paul may plant, and Apollo may water, but ’tis God only 
that givetb the inereafe . The moft comfortable doftrines and precious pro- 
mifes of the gofpel, opened and delivered in the moft powerful manner, will 
not be ufeful without the fpecial energy of the- fpirit. 2. That we (hould not 
bedifeouraged when all means fail, becaufe he is found fometimes when they do 
lb, as he was by the church here ; therefore, when, with Job, Ch. xxiii. 8, 9, 
10. we have gone backward and forward, on the right-hand and on the left , 
and yet cannot behold him, we (hould with him reft contented, and fay. He 
knowetb the way that I take, though I do not know which way he has taken 5 
and when be bath tried me, 1 jhall come forth as gold. 3. This (hews us, that un- 
lefs Chrift fhew himfelf, there’s no finding him *, for when hebideth his face , 
who can behold him ? 4. Finding Chrift, when all means fail, gives the great- 
eft difeovery of Chrift’s love and grace, the freenefs and fovereignty of it, 
and makes it appear that it does not depend upon our will or works, but 
upon his fovereign good will and pleafure. 5. Finding Chrift after fo many dif- 
appointments, muft needs be joyful and welcome ; ihe feems to fpeak it with 
an air of pleafure, and in an exulting manner, as thofe difciples did, who faid, 
John i. 41. We bar:efound the Mtffiah, which is, being interpreted, the Chrift ; 
for his long abfence from her, and the fatigue (he had endured in feeking of 
him, did but ferve the more to endear and fweeten his prefence to her. 

II. She declares where or when (he found him \ it was but a little that I 
bad faffed from them , i. e. either it was but a little fpace of time, as R. Aben 
Etta obferves, or I had got but a very little way e’er I found him. She is 
laid to pafs from the minifters, not out of difrefpeft unto them, for (lie had 
an intire value for them i ndr becaufe (he had received no benefit from them,- 
for they had hit her cafe, though lhe had not prefent enjoyment of Chrift-s/ 
nor was it becaufe (he was above minifters and ordinances; for thefe will cone; 
tinue in the church, and are to be ufed by believers until the fecond coming 
of Chrift: but this paflJnji from them fhews that fhe did not reft heitti that 
though lhe applied herfelf to minifters, and made ufe of ordinances, f^t lhe 
did not forget Chrift, but looked beyond all thefe to him ; and went a little 
further than lhe had done before, in the lively exercife of her faith upon 

4 him 
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him ; alfo her meeting with Chrift, when (he had a little paffed them, lhew s 
that Chrift is not far from his minifters and ordinances ; for he has promifed 
to be with them unto the end of the world: And therefore, there’s very great 
encouragement for fouls to attend upon, them, not only from that proinife, 
but alfo from the church’s experience, here recorded by her. 

III. Her behaviour to him is next mentioned, ijl y She held him faft, and 
would not let him go. zdly, Brought him into her mother's boufe y and into the 
chamber of her that conceived her. 

\Jl y As foon as Ihe faw him, (he laid hold on him, and cleaved fo clofe to 
him, that he could not ftir a ftep from her ; which, on her part, isexpreflive, 
1. Of her faith in him. It is the nature of faith to lay hold on Chrift ; the 
actings of it are frequently exprefied by it *, fee Pm;, iii. 18. Heb.v i. 18. The 
believer lays hold on Chrift ashis faviour ; on his righteoufnefs, and pleads 
it as his juftifying righteoufnefs before God ; on Chrift as God’s ftrength, 
to ‘do all for him and in him, and on the covenant which is in Chrift’s hands, 
with all the bleflings and promifes of it, and appropriates them to himfelf; 
Jfa . xxvii. 5. and lvi. 4. 2. Of her love and. affeftions to him; and there¬ 

fore (he grafps him in her arms, will not let go her hold of him, nor fuffer 
him to ftir from her; but could (he have her will, would have him always 

in her fight; and as Ruth faid, Ch. i. 16. to Naomi y where \\q goes, (lie’s re¬ 

lieved to go \ where he lodges , (he will lodge ; his people (hall be her people, 
and his God her God\ fo pleafed was (he with, fo dearly did (he love him. 
3. Of her fears and jealoufies, left he (hould remove from her. She knew 
the bitternefs of Chrift’s abfence, as well as had had experience of the fweetnels 
of his prefence, and therefore dreaded parting again; was afraid of every thing 
that had a tendency to it, and therefore gives that folemn charge (he does in 
the following verfe. 4. Of her fteadinefs and refolution to hold him, what¬ 
ever was the confequence; though (lie might be reproached and perfecuted 
for it, fuffer the lofs of her good name, and every thing elfe that was va¬ 
luable in this world ; yet Chrift, to her, was worth more than ten thoufand 

worlds ; nothing could tempt her to part with him. 

Moreover, on his part, thefe words are expreflive, (1.) Of a feeming offer 
or defire to depart, fuch an one as the angel which wreftled with Jacob made, 
when he faid. Let me go ; for the day breaketb , Gen. xxxii. 26. which, as it 
made him, fo it made her cleave the clofer to him, wreftle the more with 
him, and keep fafter hold of him. (2.) Of a gracious allowance which he 
had granted her, to lay hold on him. It is a furprizing inftance of his grace, 
that fuch vile, finful creatures as we, (hould be .fuffered to come'To near his 
perfon •, O aftonifhing grace! that fuch (hould be invited to come, and 
ihould be welcome to lay hold on Chrift and his righteoufnefs, and not incur 
the crime of rudenefs or prefumption. (3.) Of his wonderful condefcenfion, 
to be held by a creature, and that a finful one. . It was not becaufe (lie was 
ftronger than Chrift, that (he held him, and would not let him go, but be¬ 
caufe he condefcended to let it be fo; for (he received the ftrength from 
him, by which (he held him : It fhews Indeed the great power and ftrength 
6f faith, thus to hold Chrift; but then (he had it all from him, who is the 
objeft of it. (4.) Of that delight and pleafure he took in the exercife of her 

C c faith 
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faith upon him. As it does not argue weaknefs in him to be held by her, fo 
neither docs it unwillingnefs i he was no more held againft his will than he 
was by a fuperior force ; he was held by her becaufe it was both his will, and 
•well pleafmg to him ; without faith it is impoffiblc to pleafe God or Chrift ; 
in the extreife of it they are much delighted, and are well pleafed to be held, 
as it were, by it. 

2diy> The other part of her behaviour towards him, is, that lhe brought 
him into her mother's houfe y and into the moll private and retired part of it, 
even into the chamber of her that conceived her \ and this is indeed what lhe 
principally had in view in holding of him. By her mother's houfe and chamber ,. 
the Targum underftands the fchool that was kept in the chambers of Mofes and 
JoJbua y where the children of Ifrael ftudied the law ; R. Sol * Jancbi interprets 
them of the tabernacle in Shiloh •, as does R* Aben Ezra of the ark of the 
teftimony. Some a think, that by her mother's boufe y is meant the temple ; 
and by the chamber , the holy of holies, which was acceflible to none but the 
high prieft: though Brigbtman thinks, that both thefe phrafes are exprefllve 
of Chrift’s incarnation, which the church was importunately delirous of, 
which may be expreffed by her mother’s houfe, and the chamber of her that 
conceived her * becaufe in becoming incarnate, he was a partaker of the fame 
flefli and blood with her; and lhe may be faid to bring him into it, becaufe 
it was for her fake that he affumed human nature. But I think it lhould ra¬ 
ther be underftood, either of the vifible church, which is the mother of all 
believers j fee Gal . iv. 26. in which, many fouls are born again, through the 
miniftry of the word, and are nurfed and nourijhed up with the words of faith 
and good do£lrine y with the jmere milk of gofpel truths, and the refrelhing 
breafis of gofpel ordinances ; and Chrift may be faid to be brought in here, 
when his name is publickly profeffed in the congregation of his faints, his 
gofpel aQerted and vindicated, and his ordinances fubmitted to; when the 
mighty inftances of his grace to his people are made known, and united 
praifes, upon that account, are offered up unto him ; and this, no doubt, 
the church had in view, in introducing him here, that lhe, and others with 
her, might magnify the Lord together, for all the fpecial inftances of his 
kindnefc to her ; and that they might, in having feUowlhip one with another, 
in the houfe of God, have intimate fellowlhip with the father, and with the 
Ibn: Or elfe, by her mother's houfe y may be meant, her heart, where the in¬ 
corruptible feed of divine grace was call, and where the reto creature was 
conceived, bom, and brought up, and where it grows, until it becomes a 
perfect man , and arrives to the meafure of the flatten of the fulnefs of Chrift ; 
and by. the chamber of her that conceived her y the inmoft recedes thereof, 
where fee defirtd to bring him, that he might dwell there by-faith y that he 
might live in her, and lhe in him, and fo have intimate and uninterrupted 
communion, with him ; which is the purport and defignof the folemn, charge 
which is given, to the daughter of Jerufalem. in the following verfe . 

9 Patrick in toe. 
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Ver. 5. I charge you, 0 ye daughters of Jerufalem, by the roes, and 
by the hinds of' the field, that ye Jlir not up, nor awake my love, 
till he pleafe. 

T HESE are either the * words of Chrift, adjuring tht daughters of Jeru¬ 
falem, young converts, .who were the virgins, the companions of his 
bride, to give his church no difturbance, nor awake her, who was his love, 
before fhe pleafed; for the churfch was now taking fweet repofe, being weary 
and fatigued with running after and fearching for him, till fhe found him: It 
is therefore the will of Chrift, ,that now lhe be not dlfturbed : Or elle, they 
are the words of the church, which is the more commonly received fenfei 
who knew how to prize Chrift’s prefence, having experienced a long abfence, 
and had been at a great deal of pains and trouble to find him, and now hav¬ 
ing obtained her much wifhed for, and long defired end, fhe is not willing to 
part with him •, but as fhe had had much trouble to find him, is willing to 
ufe fome care and diligence to keep him ; and being fearful, left thefe young 
converts fhould by any unbecoming word or aftion, provoke him to depart, 
fhe gives this folemn charge ; which is the fame with that in Ch . ii. 7. where 
it is more largely explained. The Targum underftands it as the charge of 
Mofes to the people of Ifrael , not to go up into the land of Canaan , until the 
term of forty years was expired. 


Ver. 6. Who is this that cometh out of the wilder nefs y like pillars of 
J'moke , perfumed with myrrh and jrankincenfe, with all powders of 
the merchant . 

S O M E of the b Jewilh writers think, that thefe are the words of the nations 
of the earth, wondering at the coming of the Ifraelites out of the wilder- 
neis, before whom the Lord went in a pillar of cloud by day, and in a pillar 
of fire by night, which appearance was very furprizing to them. Though 
they are rather, as * fome think, the words of the Jews, wondering at John the 
Baptijly and his m l niftry, of whom, all men mufedin their hearts, whether he 
was the Chrift or not \ and therefore the Jews difpatched meffengers to him, 
to know the truth of it. His firft appearance was in the wildernels of Judea , 
which fulfilled an ancient prophecy concerning him, the voice of him that 
crietb in, the wildernefs \ hither great numbers, like pillars of fmoke y flock'd to 
him, to attend upon his miniftry and baptifm : He was & burning andfhining 
light in his day: There was a great deal of zeal, warmth and fervency in 
his preaching, for which work he was extraordinarily fitted; being richly 
perfumed with thofe gifts and graces of the fpirit, which are comparable to 

Cc 2 myrrhy 

1 Alcuin and Diodat. in loC; b Targum and R. Sol. Jarchi in loc. and Zohar in Gen. 
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myrrh > frankincenfe , and all powders of the merchant . Others d take them to 
be the words of the Jewifli church, wondering at the large number of 
converts appearing in the beauties of bolinefs, in the Gentile world, which be¬ 
fore was like to a dry heath or a barren wildernefs; fee Ifa . xlix. 4 i. and lx. 8. 
Though others * think Chrift himfelfis here introduced, admiring the beauty 
of his church, and the graces of his own fpirit in her ; but I am rather of opi¬ 
nion, that they are the words of the daughters of Jerufalem , who, upon this 
happy meeting of Chrift and his church, faw a greater glory and a more ex¬ 
celling beauty in her, than ever they had dope before. And efpecially, it; 
muft not be iuppofed, that the angels f ate i ;hajc fppakiqg .anc} admiring, tne; 
church’s beauty, feeing thefe. bear no part in this fong ;,,much lefs the church 
* herfelf, for this no way fiiits with that modefty and humility, which al¬ 
ways appear in her ; but it very well agrees with the daughter? of Jerufalem y 
to whom fo folemn a charge is given fo thq former verfe, which excited and. 
ftirred them up to take a fuller view of her ; and the more they Iqoked upon 
her, the more they wondered at her ; and in exprefiingit, .thus highly cQtn-v 
mend her, which they do, i ‘ '• 

I. By deferibing her as coming out of . the wildernefs . 

II. By comparing her afeent from thence, to pillarsof fmoke • 

III. By faying that Ihe was perfumed with myrrh and frankincenfe y with 
all powders of the merchant . 

I. They commend her, by deferibing her as coming out of the wildernefs. 
By the wildernefs^ out of which fhe is faid to come, may be meant, either, 

\Jt y A ftate of nature, which all theeledt of God are in, before converfion, 
out of which, by mighty and efficacious grace, they are brought. Now this 
may be called a wildernefs, 1. Becaufe of the barrennefs and unfruitful- 
nefs of perfons in fuch an eftate. A wildernefs is a dry and barren place; fee 
Pfal. evii. 35. Zeph. ii. 13. and fo are the hearts even of God’s own people, 
before converfion ; and therefore are called dry , parched and thirfty ground*, 
Ifa . xxxv. 7. and xliv. 3. which is only moiftened, watered, and made fruit¬ 
ful by the effufion of God’s fpirit, and the flows of his love and grace. 
Whilft in a ftate of nature, they are like the barren heath or fallow ground, 
until they become God's bujbandry y being broken up, manured and made good 
ground, fo as to bring forth fruit to his glory. 2. Becaufe a wildernefs is 
full of perplexed ways ; a man that is in it, is often at a lofs, and knows 
not which way to take : and as bewildered is a man in a ftate of nature ; he is 
a ftranger to the way of peace, life and falvation, by Jefns Chrift; there 
are many by-ways prefent themfelves to him, which he is ready to imagine 
are the right; as his civility, morality, legal righteoufnefs and external pro- 
feffionof religion, which tracks he follows, if religioufly inclined ; if not, he 
purfues the paths of open fin and prophanenefs ; and fo he goes on, not know¬ 
ing whither be goetb, becaufe that darknefs bath blinded his eyes \ he is in a 
wildernefs, and fo he continues, until the fpirit of God guides his feet into the 

way 
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way of peace. 3. Becaufe of the want of provifions therein ; fee PfaL lxxviii. 
19. A man that is in a ftate of nature, has no fpiritual provifions; no hea¬ 
venly food ; no divine-refrefhments \ there is no bread of life here, only bujks> 
which fwinedoeat *, therefore fouls that are in fuch an eftate, are in a ftarv- 
ing and famifhing condition. Hence it is called a pit, wherein is no water, 
Zech. ix. 11. 4. Becaule of the danger thereof. In a wildernefs, therein 

not only danger of lofing one’s way, and falling into holes and pics, but alfo 
of being devoured by wild beads *, a ftate of nature is certainly a dangerous' 
one ; the wrath of God abides upon fuch that are in it; deftruftion and mi- 
fery are written upon all the ways of fin thele have a tendency to bring 
fouls thereunto, which they inevitably will, if grace prevents not. Now, in 
this ftate and condition* God finds his people, when he calls them by his 
grace, as he did Ifrael of old ; of whom ’tis faid. Dent, xxxii. 10. He found 
him in a defart land , and in the wafte howling wildernefs ; but he does not leave 
his people here 1 ; he brings them out of it, which is an inftance of his diftiri- 
guifliing and furprizing grace, of which the church here was made £ par¬ 
taker*, and therefore the daughters, in a way of admiration at it, fay, tVhd 
is this that cometh out of the wildernefs! which is exprefied in theprefent tenfe, ‘ 
becaufe of the incompleatnefs and imperfection of the work of grace in this’ 
life* which, though it is at prelent unfinifhed, yet is continued and carried 
on, and will be performed until the day of Jefus thrift. Or elfe, 

2 dly, By the wildernefs , out of which the church is faid to come, may be 
meant this world * fo the nations of the world may be, and particularly the 
land pf Babylon , into which the Jews were carried captive, is called the wil¬ 
dernefs of the people , in Ezek . xx. 35. And now this world may very well 
be fo called*, and efpecially the paftage of God’s children through it, may be 
compared to the paftage of the Ifraelites through the wildernefs of Egypt, 
1. Becaufe of the roughnefs of the way*,' the children of God, in their paf- 
fage through it, as the Ifraelites did, meet with many difficulties, trials, aid 
affli&ions : In this world they muft have tribulation , and through a variety of 
it, tnuft enter into the kingdom of God \ for the way to heaven, is 
an affiilfed way, or a way ftrewed with afflictions. 2. Becaufe of the many 
pits, traps, and fnares that are in it: This world is full of them, every thing 
in it is of an enfnaring nature to God’s children ; therefore let him that thinks 
he JtandSy take heed left he fall . 3. Becaufe of the many venomous creatures 

and beafts of prey which are in it * and therefore the- wildernefs, through 
which the Ifraelites travelled, is called Dent. viii. 15. the great and terrible, 
wildernefs, wherein were fiery ferpents and fcorpions * to which the r Ungod¬ 
ly men of this world may be compared, for their-poifonous and infectious’ 
practices, their ferpentine cunning, fpite, venome, and cruel malice, arnon^ 
whom the faints are obliged to be whilft in this wrlderntfs. 4. Becaule 
of the frequenc want of provifion, and the method of fupplies in it* 
The Ifraelites , whilft in the wildernefs, were often in-Vant of food, anji 
fometimes reduced to fuch extremity, that they thought it almoft TrUpdf- 
fible to have relief* and therefore faid, PfaL lxxviii. 19. Can God furnijti (i 
table in the wildernefs? But yet notwithftahding-chefe teeming impoffibilrti^s, 
and their frequent murmurings and complaints agiinft him, he was pleafed 

3 ' t0 
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to give them meat to the full. So in this wildernefs of the world, which 
yields of itfelf no fuitable provifion to God’s children, they fupplied 
with food, and that in fuch a way, as the world knows nothing of. God feed* 
them with the bread of ltfe y and gives them to eat of the bidden manna* the 
food of the wildernefs: He refrcflies their fouls with his grace and prefence, 
affords them fpiritual nourifliment from gofpcl dodtrines, promifes, and or¬ 
dinances, and withholds no good thing that is proper for them. 5. As the 
Jfraelites , through a great many windings and turnings, came fafe to Cana¬ 
an's land, and were led by a right way , though not a diredt one, but often 
backwards and forwards, to the city of their habitation . So the people of 
God, through various turns of providence, and mapy trials and afflictions, 
are led through the wildernefs of this, world, but yet always in a right way; 
in a way that makes mod for God’s glory and their own good \ and lhall all 
be brought fafe to the city of habitation, and place of reft which God has pre¬ 
pared for them. Now the church is faid to be coming out of this wildernefs . 
Saints, though they are in the world, yet they are not of it, being chofen 
and called out of it; and then may they be faid to be coming out of it, when 
they not only profefs not to belong to it, but do openly withdraw from, 
and quit the company and converfation of the men of it; when their affec¬ 
tions are fo weaned from it, as that they can readily forfake, and chearfully 
fuffer the lofs of all things in it, for the fake of Chrift. Moreover, when 
neither the frowns nor flatteries of the world can draw them afide from Chrift 
and his gofpel, but regardlefs of either, are breathing and longing after ano¬ 
ther and better world than this: And when this is the cafe of fouls, as per¬ 
haps it was of the church here, they have made a good progrefs towards 
coming out of this wildernefs. Or elfe, 

%dly* By it may be meant, a date of forrow and diftrefs, which the people 
of God are often in, in this life, but are fooner or later brought out of it* 
Gpd fometimes brings them into the wildernefs , into a diftreffed and difeonfo¬ 
late condition, being without his prefence, and the difeoveries of his love and 
grace •, where having no views of Chrift and their intereft in him, they are 
bewildered in their fouls, and fcarce know where they are, or whither they 
are going; but he will not leave them fo, long, but will bring them out of it, 
aqd fpeak comfortably to them. Now in fuch a bewildered ftate and condition 
*the church had been, not knowing where her beloved was, which caused her 
to run up and down here, and there, like a perfon in a wood, feeking for 
him, and calling after him ; but,now fhe is reprefented as coming out of 
•this ftate, having gotten feme .glirqpfes of him, apd enjoying fprne com¬ 
munion with him. But, 

II. $he is not only ckferibed by her coming out of the wildernefs, but alfe 
this afeent of hers from thence, is faid to be like pillars of fmoke \ which, 
feems tq Be eaepreftive of the, motions pf her defire6 and affedtions towards 
Chrift ; and fliows, 1. That her affections towards Chrift were afrelh kindled, 
either by the fire of the fpirit, wjiich was apphed unto her,; fee Mat. iii. i f i« 
of the, divine word, which is compared thereunto, Jer. xxiii. 29. which 
powerfully wrought upon her j or dfe, by the prefence of Cbritj* which 
* ' ipnwtimwi 
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fometimes caufes the hearts of his people to burn within them •, this lhe now 
enjoyed* which ftirred up her affedtions the more unto him: Now thefe be¬ 
ing faid to be like pillars of fmoke> intend the firft appearances of them ; for 
as loon as ever the fire takes, there will be fmoke, and often in great abun¬ 
dance ; for which reafon, the firft appearance of grace, in young converts, 
is compared to fmoking flax , Ifa. xlii. 3. 2. That her affediions were hea* 

venly, and rifing upwards, like pillars 0} fmoke \ they were not fet upon things 
an earthy but upon things in heaven, and efpecially upon Chrift, who is 
there j and particularly upon his perfon, blood and righteoufnefs ; all which, 
take much with the believer’s affedtions, and are exceeding precious to him. 
3.. Her affedtions towards Chrift, being compared to pillars of fmoke , fhew 
the uprightnefs of them ; that they went up to him like pillars , in a ftreight 
line, and did not bend either this way or that. And it may be obferved, that 
the word tranflatecl pillars , fignifies 1 palm-trees , or pillars arifing up in jhe 
form of palm-trees ; which grow very upright, even though very great preffures 
and weights he laid upon them ; and therefore the righteous are compared 
unto, and faid to grow up like them, in Pfal xcii. 12. 4. The fteadinefs 
and conftancy of her affedtions to Chrift, may be reprefented hereby, which. 
can by no means, be diverted from him, neither by the winds of tempta¬ 
tions, the tempefts of afflidtions, or by the blafts of perfecutions; though 
*tis true, pillars of fmoke are, by every wind, eafily turned this way or that ; 
but, perhaps the allufion is here made unto the fmoke, which afcended daily 
from the altar of burnt offering; and, if we will believe the Jews, this fmoke 
could never be difperfed, nor bent by any wind ; for among the ten wonders 
which were feen in the temple, thefe are mentioned k ; viz . That the rain 
never extinguifhed the fire of the woody which was laid in order upon the altar ; 
nor did the wind ever conquer the pillar of fmoke , fo as to difperfe it, or bend it. 
this way or that. 5. This may alfo reprefent the offering up of herlelf as 
a whole burnt-offering to the Lord, as a living facrifice 9 holy and acceptable 
unto Gody Which was but her reafonable fervice \ fee Rom. xii. r. Or, 6. It 
may fet forth the oblcure ftate and condition of the church, in this world, 
by reafon of outward crofles and afflidtions, which are fuch as hide her inward 
glory and beauty from the men of the world ; for though lhe is feparated 
from the world, and is coming out of it, yet lhe looks like pillars of fmoke, 
dark and cloudy, but little brightnefs.br glory appearing in her to them. 

III. She is alfo faid to b z perfumed with myrrh, and frankincenfe 9 with all 
powders of the merchant . 

ift. She is faid to be perfumed with myrrh •, which may be underftood,. 
either of Chrift himfelf, who is as a bundle of myrrh unto his people, exceed*- 
ing grateful to them •, and which render them acceptable to God, being held' 
in the hand or carried in the bofom of faith: Or elfe, .of his death, which * 
though Whe myrrhy exceeding bitter fo hlrnftlf, yet is of a fweet fuelling fa¬ 
vour to hi§ father, arid a: delightful perfume to believers: Or elfe, of his 

righteoufnefs, . 

1 nntD’rt Elationes, columns, adfor mam palm# ajjfurgentes t Buxtorf. Vld % R. A ben Ez- 
ram & Sol. Jarcjiium ioc. & R. .David Kijnchium in lib. -Shorafli, rad. TOT}* ■ * In Pirk. 
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righteoufocfs, which is. that garment, of Chrift's, which, whether conGdered 
as in himfelf; or as put upon his people, fmeils of rnyrrb h aloes and tafia ; 
and with which they being clothed, their fmell is as the fmell ofa field which 
the Lord bath blejfed. ^ ' 

2 diy, She is (aid to be alfo perfumed mth frank incenfe', by which miy be meant 
the mediation and interceflion of Chrift, which is that much incenft % Wth which 
Chrift offers up the prayers of all faints to his father \ and with which their 
perfons and their prayers being perfumed, they meet with acceptance With 
God, which otherwile would be a ftink in his noftrils 5 fee Rev . viii. 3, 4. 

Pfal. cx!i. 2. ‘ 

‘fly, She is faid to be perfumed, or to be pofleffed with all powders of the 
merchant. Chrift is this merchant man •, the graces of the fpirit Ate thole pow- 
ders which Chrift, as mediator is full of \ all which are fweet’ahd favoury, 
rich and coftly ; the merchandize of them is better than the merebakdize of 
ji!ver y ami the gain thereof than fine gold. 1 Some read this laft pai*f 6f the 
words thus, which is above or more excellent than all powders of the merchant , • 
D1 druggift or apothecary ; for no fpice in the merchant’s warehoufe,« no pre¬ 
cious drug or arqmatick powder in the apothecary’s fhop, is to be compared 
withthofe graces of the fpirit, which Chrift beftows upon his own people. 

Ver. 7. Behold his bed, which is Solomons: Threefcore valiant me?t 
are about it, of the valiant of IfraeL 

T HESE are either the words of the daughters of Jerufalem continued, 
as * fome think, who having begun, go on to commend the church from 
that communion and fellowfhip Ihe enjoys with Chrift, and from that fafety 
and feenrity which'fhe has in him ; or rather, according toothers b , they are 
the words of the church, who perceiving that the daughters of Jerufalem were 
much taken with her beauty; and fearing, left they lbould aferibe too much 
to her, to the prejudice of her beloved, fhe breaks in upon them, and pro- 
pofes a far more glorious objedt to them to gaze upon and wonder at, even 
Chrift, from whom fhe received all her beauty and glory \ him fhe deferibes 
by his bed , and the guard about it, in this and the following verfe, by the 
chariot he rides in, i aver. 9, 10. and by the royal crown he wore on his co¬ 
ronation day, in ver . 11. In thefe words we have, 

. . * 1 * 

■ I. To confider who is meant by Salomon. - - 

II. What by his bed. 

III. The guard that is abfcut it, which" is herfe dbferibed. 

IV. Why a behold is prefixed to all 'this. 

I. It will be proper to confider, who is meant by Solomon-, and I apprehend,' 
we are not to underftand this literally of Solomon , the fon of David , and 

, > king 

1 Jun.Tremel. & Pifcator. m Negotiator, Mercator, Aromatarius Buxtorf. 

Sty- Pigmentarii, Vul. Lat. Ar. Montan. Pharmacopolze, Tig. Inftitoris feu feplafiaciv* tdtre. 
Cite. Aromatarii, Jun . U TremtL * Foliot, Sandlius & Soto major in loc. *Jun. 
Durham, (5V. 
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king of Jfraely but myftically, of Chrift, who was typified by him ; it may 
be laid of this place, what our Lord faid in ^neither cafe, that a greater than 
Solomon is here. Solomon was, undoubtedly, an eminent type of Chrift \ 
the whole feventy-fecond pfalm , which is entitled, A pfalm for Solomon, is ge¬ 
nerally expounded, not only by Chriftian, but alfo by Jewilh c interpreters, 
of the McJJiab , whom Solomon prefigured * and there is an agreement and 
liken.efs between them in the following things: i. They were both the fons 
of David: Chrift, as well as Solomon was lb according to the flelh •, God 
promiied that he would raife up the Meffiah from his feed, which promife 
he accordingly made good. The Jews lived in the expectation of him, as 
being to fpnng from thence; and therefore, when Chrift put that queftion to 
them, What think ye of Chrift ? Whofe fon is he? they readily anfwer, 'The [on 
of David: Hence he is called both the rooty and offspring of David ; as he 
is God, he is the root of David ; and as he is man, he is his offspring. 2. They 
w&re both the fons of God ; fee 2 Sam. vii. 14. compared with Heb. i. 5. 
only with this difference ; Solomon was the fon of God by adopting grace 
Chrift by nature and eternal generation. 3. They were both Jedtdiab' s, 
beloved of God i that Solomon was fo, is manifeft from 2 Sam . xii. 24, 25. 
and therefore had that name given unto him ; that Chrift is the dear fon of 
God’s-dove, was teftified by a voice from heaven, more than once, particu ¬ 
larly at his baptifm, and at his transfiguration upon the mount; fee Mat. iii. 

17. and xvii. 5. 4. They were both kings and preachers in Jerufalem\ for 

Solomon , fee Ecclef i. 12. and of Chrift it is manifeft, that here he exercifed 
great part of his publick miniftry ; and here alfo did he fit upon the throne ‘ 
of his father David y though in a fpiritual way. 5. He was a type of Chrift 
in his wifdom ; ’tis faid of him, 1 Kings iv. 30, 31. that his wifdom excelled 
the wifdom of all the children of the eajt country , and all the wifdom of Egypt; 
for he was wifer than all men : And of Chrift it is faid, Col. ii. 3. that in him 
are hid all the treafures of wifdom and knowledge ; he as much, nay, infinitely 
more exceeded Solomon in wifdom, than he did all other men •, for never 
man fpake fuch words of wifdom, his enemies themfelyes being witnefies, as 
he did. 6. He was alfo a type of Chrift in the largenefs of his kingdom. 
As God gave him largenefs of hearty even as the [and that is on the fea 
Jhore y fo he likewife gave him a kingdom fuitable to it, and made him to reign 
ever all kingdoms , from the rivet unto the land of the Philiftines. Chrift’s 
kingdom, however fmall it may appear now, lhall, in the latter day, be 
very large, for he Jhall have dominion from fea to Jea y and from the river unto 
the ends of the earth ; for when he takes to himfelf his great power and reigns , 
the kingdoms of this world lhall become the kingdoms of our Lordy and of his 
Chrift \ fee PfaL Ixxii. 3 . Rev . xi. 15, 17. 7. He prefigured him in the 

peaceablenefs as well as in the largenefs of his kingdom. Solomon's king¬ 
dom was a peaceable one, as well as a large one he had peace on all fides 
round about him \ and his fubjeCts dwelt fafely % every mqn under his vine and 

under 

c Targum, R. Aben Ezra, R. David Kimchi, R. Sol. Jarchi, Miclol Yophi Sc R. Abendara 
in not- in Miclol Yophi in loc* 
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under bis Jig-tree % alt his days \ which waf all typical of CHflft tuid his king¬ 
dom ; one oF whole titles is, the prime of peace \ whole fccpltts is the gofpel of 
peace i whole kingdom is not meat and drink s tut right ecufntfs add peace , and 
joy in the Holy Gboft \ and whole fubjefts are the fans of ptace y on whom he 
bellows peace of confidence now, and will introduce them into an evylafting 
peace hereafter. 8. i fe was alfo a type of him, in the riches of his kingdom. 
There was luch plenty of gold in the days of Solohwn , that Jifoet was no¬ 
thing accounted of , but was as common in Jerufalem, as fonts . Chrift’s riches 
are unftarchable \ he has riches of grace and riches 6f glory, which he be¬ 
llows upon his fubjefts, fo that they are all as kings arid princes. It may be 
much more truly fnid of all Chrift’s fubjedts, what the king of Aftyria in ri 
boalling manner laid of his princes, Are not my princes altogether kiqgs ? All 
the fubjedls of ChrilVs kingdom are princes, and all thefe princes kings \ and 
therefore it mud needs be a very rich and opulent one. 9, Solomon was a 
type of Ohrid likewiie in his marriage of Pharaoh's daughter, an Egyptian 
woman ; One that was an alien from the common-wealth of ifrael, and a Jlran¬ 
ger from the covenant of promife \ which is not more furprizing, nor indeed 
fo muchj as that the holy one of Ifrael, the God of the whole earthy fhould 
efpoyfe to him Id f fuch poor, mean, vile and finful creatures, as we by nature 
are \ fo that he, who is our maker , is alfo our hufhand: Aftoniihing! flu- 
pendous grace ! 10. He was a type of him in his building the temple, which 
prefigured the church of Chrift ; which is built on Chrift, the rocky the founda¬ 
tion and corner ft one , in whom all the building , fitly framed together , groweth un - 
ip an holy temple in the Lord \ nay, it is not only built upon him, butdt is 
alfo built by him, therefore to him all the glory fhould be aferibed > for he 
fhall build the temple of the Lord , and he fhall bear the glory , Zech. vi. 13. 
And now feeing that Solomon was a type of Chrift in fo many inftances, it 
need not be wondered at, that he fhould bear his name in this, and in fome 
other parts of this fong. But, 

II. The next thing to be enquired into, is, what is meant by his bed \ and 
there is a variety of opinions concerning it: The Largum underftands by it, 
the temple \ R. Sol. Jarchiy the tabernacle of the congregation ; in both whiejv 
the priefls and Levites watched and kept guard ; R. Aljbech y the congregation 

Ifrael . Some 4 think that the temple of Chrift’s body is here intended, 
in which the fulnefs of the Godhead dwells j and which was guarded and pro¬ 
tected from the fury and malice of Herod and others,, by arigels, who were 
continually afeending and defending on him* Others Vjfche hearts of believers, 
in, which Chrift condefcends td dwell j which are kept by his power , and 
guarded by that peace of hi* ^thkk pajfetb all underftanding. f Some have 
been of opinion, that Chrift himfelf is this bed \ * others, that it is his crofs; 
and others, b that the happiriefe of the faints in glory is here meant; who dy¬ 
ing in the Lord, enter into pedee, and reft in their beds ; which are thofe mil¬ 
lions that are prepared and referved for them in heaven: Though 1 otters 

t)}ihk 

4 Cotton in loc, and Brightman in loc. * Greg, in Sailft. in loc. and Amfworth in loc. 

9 Ambrof. in Sand, in loc. 9 Apponins in 6&11& in loc. h Beda in Sanft. in loc. and Foliot 
in loc. * Theodoret. in Sanft. in loc. 
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thiiik that the lfcript?ufes are this bed, in hfla#ng : apd reading pf qrfpcfa, fouls 
are often begotten again r they are written for ; ^e ; 9pmfort of Qod’s children, 
and being opened, are made very ufeiul to them, where they frequently meet 
with Chrift, and have communion with him 5 thefe notwithftanding the cun¬ 
ning and malice of wicked men, have been fafely Jcept and ftrangely pre- 
ferved by the providence of God, as the doctrines of them have been ftre- 
nuoufly maintained and defended ‘againft hereticks by. the minifters of the 
gofpel. But I’m rather inclined to think, that by this bed , we are to under- 
Hand the church of Chrift; it is here Chrift dwells; this is his refting- 
placed here fouls are begotten and; born again ; and here he grants to his 
people nearnefs of accefs untgjiim, fweet familiarity and delightful fellow- 
fliip with him. Now this may, be faid to be bis bed, becaufe the father has 
given it to him, and he has pupphfded it with his own blood, as alfo, becaufe 
it is of his own. making. But, .» 

III. We now proceed to confider the guard about this bed; which are 
either the angels of God V who are miniftring Jpirits to the churches, and en¬ 
camp round about them that fear the Lord ; who, as they are always ready, 
fo they are able and mighty to, do the pleafure pf Chrift, ,and to defend his 
church ; who are as valiant and courageous in doing their mailer’s work and 
will, as they are faithful and trufty: Or rather, by this guard about the 
church, we are to underftand the minifters of the gofpel; who, by night ft and 
in the houfe of the Lord , and ,a£t the part pf watchmen there, defend thf 
truths of the gofpel, and vindicate the caufe of Chrift againft all oppofers. 
Thefe-are deicribed, 

- ift. By their number, threefcpre ; which, perhaps, was juft the jiumbel* of 
guards which Solomon had every night about his bed, and that pot only for 
the fafety and fecurity of his royal perfon, but as an indication of his ma- 
jefty 1 andgreatnefs; audit may be obferved, that thefe are juft double the 
number of David' s worthies, Solomon excelling his father in glory and md- 
jefty ; though, perhaps, here is a certain number mentioned for an uncer¬ 
tain, which may be particularly mentioned, bSoaufe it is a competent and fuf- 
ficient one. o ' v,, * - . v. . , M t , .... . . % 

2 dly> By their pr mighty wn; : They are fuch who are 

ftrong in Chrift, in his grace, and in the power ^pf hid,might ? apd fo indeed 
they had need to be, to di&hflrg^ ; tfoe WQr]£ f i j^y called junto ; they are 
capable of cttgefting the word of God ihemfqly^ afld pf dividing ft,to others; 
they have courage enough to defend the gofpel againft all its enemies, and 
are VbHifot frir tbe iYuth upm earth \ ihey.quit t^en^f^Ives like men, being 
ftwngy' and ft and. fuft in sncfpirit % ftriving together for the faith pf the gofpel^ 
By their ioriginal.or dcfcent, they are the vfrfipn/ -of Jfrael. Tne ff- 
raetiUf w&ie noted for valiant nleo,. and were ,a terror to their enemies ; and 
thefe ivite' die choice ft, the wry dower pf them ; thefe. were Ifradites in¬ 
deed, wfotf’hwl fome thing pf<th§ Spirit of pic ifjrael in them*, whp, a prince^ 
had power booh with God and men, and prevailed* 

■* i , D d 2 4 thjy ? 
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4tbfy y By their pdlltn^- : chey ftood f&und the bid* *en all Odes' t 
which (hews not onlj} their diligence in their work* an(d ; taMr careful they 
were, that nothing might prejudice the church nor difturb It&^fift and repofe, 
but alfo the fafety and fecurity of it $ not that this is all the fetdtity the church 
has ; for befidcs the angels, and thefe minifters of the gofpeV which attend 
it, the Lord himlelf is round about it j for as the mountains are rttutid about 
Urufalem, Jo is the Lord round about bis'people ; btft yet it is a great&>fcrcy 
and blclOng that the Lord.is plea fed to fet 1 II. III. IV. fucJva guard as this about his bed* 
«t far Arch watchmen as thefe upon the walls of hi s l j 4 rufaletn. ' l * 

IV. To all this, a behold is prefixed ; which tritty b t oonfidered, either as a 
rote of attention, to Itir up the minds of the daughtett'Of Jerikfalemi to core* 
fuier this great perfon, whole bed this is, which is guarded frfter -fuch a man¬ 
ner, as -is here represented; from whence they might conckidt that if his 
bed was lo ftately, his perfon mull be much more fo : or elfe, as a note 
of admiration, which (lie takes up, not only to : (hew how much The 1 was 
averted with the glory and greatnefs of ChriftV perfon, and with thofe pri¬ 
vileges which (he enjoyed thro* and by him as that fhe fhould be in his bed* 
where he condefcended to grant her communion with himfelf, about which* 
fo ftrotig a guard is fet, as is here deferibed ; but HkeWife, fhe does it to ftir 
up the affections of thefe daughters towards Chrift, that they might be filled 
with defires after him, and not be at reft until they alfo had fome enjoyment 
of him, in whofe prefence fhe had found fo much fweetnefs. 1 

i 

Ver. 8. They all bold /words, being expert in war: Every man hath 
bis j'word upon bis thigh, becaufe of fear in the night . 

I N thefe words is a further defeription of the guard about Chrift’s bed: 
And that, 

I. By their armour; they all bold/words. 1 ( > 

II. By their fkilfulnefs in ufing them ; being expert in war. • *. T 5 

III. By their readineft to engage upon anyOccafion ; every man’ bath bis 
■ * /word upon bis thigh. > . ^ tj»r r l * ; ^ n 

IV. The reafon of this guard, and their being thus armed! amTftdndirig 
in this pofture, is alfo aflign'd \ becaufe -offear in\tbendgbfr ■» J - r] 

i. .. u ‘jjjwrj wj if*ill i* «*• i' t i 

I; Here is a further deferipcion the guard about Chrift’s bid, by the ar¬ 
mour which they appeared with j (bey ail bvtd jwords ■: They are not anty' 
mighty and valiant men, mdn of Courage, but alfo armed men, and thefts 1 
fore are more capable to sflsboth defenfively and offenfively. Now by the 
/word, which they hold iffUheir hands, or have girt upon their thighsj-% 
meant the Word of God •, which, in feripture, is called, i. The /word of tb# 
Spirit, Eph. vi. 17. and that becaufe ’tis a fpiritual one ; for as none o Vdbe 
Weapons of our warfare are carnal, but fpiritual, fo likewife is this, i Which is 
mo fmall pan of our Chriftian armour J and which none but the ffiriMl matt 

4 does 
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does or catY-ufe to any good purpofe again $ fpiritual wicktdnejfcs in high 
places \ as alfo becayfe ’tia made by the fpirit of God \ he is the author of it 5 
'tis he that furniflies usrwith it, and makes it powerful, and efficacious to 
anf\yer the. ends for which it is both made and ufed. 2. It is called a fharp 
one, nay,} fold to be, Heb. iv. 12. foarper than any two edged fword \ which 
finners have found to be true by thofe fharp threatnings and fevere reproofs 
it has given fqr fin, and thole cutting convictions which, in the fpirit’s hand, 
it has laid Jjhemi under for it & for then it pricks the very heart and con¬ 
fidence, and pierces, even to the dividing afunder of foul and fpirit ; it cuts 
and hews, perlons down,' that are either going on in a courfe of prOphane- 
nefs, or are vainly boafting qf their own righteoufnefs j nay, it not only cuts 
but kills, according Xo Hof. y‘h .5. compared with ver . 4. therefore have l 
hewed them by the prophets t ; Lhave Jlain them by the words of my mouth . Satan 
has often felt the keennefs of this fwprd, efpecially, as it was in the hand 06 
Chrift, and managed by! him againft him in the wildemefs; who repelled 
every temptation of his, with a for it is written \ neither is there, any weapttt, 
more powerful and fuccefsful in the hand of faith, when {lengthened by th© 
lpirit of God, to refill that enemy of our fouls, than this is \ nor is there aoyr 
that is more formidable to him, or more dreaded by him. Moreover iC 
has appeared, and has been fufficiently tried to be a fharp fword in the refqr. 
tation of error and herefies 3 it has at once cut the nerves and finews of for 
phiftic arguments, and laid open naked truth to publick view; and will dill 
appear more evidently fo in the deftru&ion of Antichrift, that man of fin, 
whom the Lord will confume with the fpirit of his mouthy and dejlroy with the 
brightnefs of his coming . 3. It is alfo called a two edged one: Chrid is repre-. 

fented. Rev. i. 16. as having fuch an one proceeding out of his mouth, and 
the faints in PfaL cxlix. 6. as having the.like in their hands *, in both which 
placed f am inclined to think, that the word of God is intended, whofe twp 
edges are the law and gofpel. The law is one of thofe lharp edges of the 
word of God, which in the hands of the fpirit, makes piercing and cutting 
work in the heart of a poor finner 4 it lays, open, not only the grofs enor- 
mities of life, but alfo. the vile corruptions of nature, and difepverst the, wrath 
of God, which is the due ^fert ther^pfit pot only accufes .and convicts, 
but alfo curfes and condemns 5 nay, becomes a killing-letter^ Jo -t|?at thflpoor 
finner, under the powerful workings of],it,,!is^ iq his owni4pprehenfiotij a 
dead man. This fharp and cutting work ofithe law* the appftlje P^ went 
ynder; this keen and fharp edge of the word of God he fufficiently felt, as 
is ; ,En^nifeft from Rom. vii, ,9, 10, 1 j. Moreover,; the gofpel is -the Mother 
edge of this fword, and. a lharp one it is, in the fpirfi’s haqd*;to cut down, 
both the ; beff and word in man j it cuts down the bed.in plan* his goodnefe. 
and goodfinefs, hisftrengthand wifdonvJiis righteoufnefs, and bed perform,- 
ances, and lays them all afide, in the bufmefsiof his judificatipn before God* 
and acceptance with him ; it alfo cuts down v the word of man it gives the 
greated blow at his fins and corruptions ,of any .thing elfe, and teaches hioj 
the mod powerfully to deny ungodlinefs and worldly lujls ; it puts him upon an 

abafmg^f himfelf, and a.magnifying of the,grace of God. Now this fword* 

■ ** * * « 
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the guard about ChrilFs Hed, had in their hands, and' ti^On, their thighs, to 
defend it from all the dangers it was liable to : nnd though in our bibles, 
it is rendred fiver ds % in the plural number ; yet in the Hebrew) text it is in the 
fmgular number, the fivord 2 ; for it is but one fword which is the word of 
God, that thefe perfons were acquainted with and firmly held fir the fafety 
and protection ol the church. 

And now by their bolding this fword, is meant, not only their acquain¬ 
tance with the word of God, and their apprehenfion of it, but alfo their re¬ 
tention of it, and firm adherence to it: They riot ortfy held it forth to others,' 
but alfo held it faft themfelves ; which is a neceflkry qualification in the 
miniflers of the gofpel, or in thofe who are about Chrift’s bed; for having 
this fword always in their hands, they are in a readiriefs'to war a good warfare ; 
which they are not ftrangers to, as appears from the following character of 
them. For, 

II. They are further deferibed by their fkilfulhefs in military affairs, being 
expert in war. Thefe had been in GocPs ^^vacnov, or fchool of exercife, 
where they had been, in fome good meafure taught, and were verfed in the 
art of war, and had their fpiritual fenfes exercifed to difetrn between gQod and 
evil , The miniflers of the gofpel are in common with other Chriftians, en¬ 
gaged in a war with fin, fatan, arid the world ; but being endowed with 
greater light and knowledge, faith and experience, as they muft be fuppofed' 
to have a greater degree of courage to oppofe, fo they muft be allowed to 
have a greater expertnefs in managing a war with thofe fpiritual enemies, 
tfhan ufuaily private believers have; having a larger knowledge of and ac¬ 
quaintance with die many windings and turnings of a deceitful and treacher¬ 
ous heart, as well as the depths of'fatan, and the cunning and crafty wiles 
and methods he takes to deceive fouls; as alfo the various charming and al¬ 
luring baits of an infnaring world : And befides all this, being fet in a higher 
£oft and place in the church, ’tis highly neceffary that they fhould be more ex¬ 
pert in fighting the good fight of faith , againft all oppofeis of the doftrines of 
the gofpel ; for it is not only proper that they fhould be mighty men, men 
of courage, who are concerned in fudi a work, but alfo men of fkilfulheft,' 
who know how to ufe thofe fpiritual weapons, which they are accoutred with; 
fo as both the truth of the gofpel fhall be defended and eftablifhed, and error 
and herefy be refuted and overthrown. r 1 f l - 

ffl. They are alfo deferibed by the pofture of feadfoefi, in whiefrthey art 
to engage upon any occafion, every man hath his fword upon his thigh. T6 
Mte the fword upon thethl^,&'ap*bf^ and an indicafiori 

dFWeadineft to engage In l fe£ x Pfdt. JdV. 3. for being there, it is n&f 
unto them ; they can combat It, 1 bn 1 aif proper occafions, and are thereby hi 
a poftbre of defence. AH t&is 'may i be expreffive of that familiar acquain¬ 
tance wWtih ritfmfters of tfib gofpd have wrth'the word of God, and hownear 
it is aned iherH'H T tH \n thrtnr * months- and in their hearts ; it dweM^rkiMyln 
their heart*, With which they meditate upon k ; and it is in tbetf twoutb' in 

the 

* T^n ^TTrW ^e*'***, ttnentcB giadhun, Coee. ftringrates glaifiito, , Jun. 

Sr Tt fme/. prehenli gladjo, fiercer, apprehenii gladio, Ar. Mont, capti funC gladio. Tig. 



Ver. SONG of SON G S. 207 

the preaching of it ; they can quickly and eafily come at it, and furnifti 
themfelVes with fufficierit proofs of gofpel-tfufhs, and with proper arguments 
for the refutation of efroheous do&rines; fo that as they are fet for the defence 
of the gofpel, they are always in a pofture of feadinefs to act for it. 

IV. The reafon of this guard about Chrift’s bed, and of their being thus 
armed and (landing in this pofture, is here affigned, which is, becaufe of fear 
in the night ; which fome under ft and of that dread and terror which is inject¬ 
ed into the minds of men by evil fpirits ■, and fo the 'Targum explains this, as it 
does alfo the terror by night , in PfaL xci. 5. of apparitions and evil fpirits, 
which walk in the night; which thole who have the feal of circumcifion in the 
fleih, which the Paraphraf fuppofes is meant by the fword upon the thigh, 
have no reafon to be afraid of-, but is much better, in the Talmud under- 
ftood of the fear of hell, which is comparable to the night; though that 
fear which believers are'apt to be pofiefs’d of in their times of darknefs, feeffiS 
rather to be intended : And from hence may be obferved, 1. That believers 
have their nights of affliction, temptation, defertion, darknefs, fleepinefs 
and carnal fecurity. 2. That they are often poffeffed with fears, in fuch fea- 
lons*, as without are fightings , fo within are fears ; as that Chrilt is not their’s, 
that they fhall never get to heaven, nor hold out to the end ; and are fre¬ 
quently terrified with the formidable poffe, their enemies bring againft them, 
to vdnch they find their own power and ftrength unequal; and therefore 
are ready to faint and be difcouraged, and their peace, reft, and qoietnefs in 
Chrift. much difturbed. 3. That Chrift has provided a guard for his 
church, to remove thofe fears, fupport them under thofe dilcouragements, 
and defend them from thofe who would make inroads upon their faith arid com¬ 
fort ; and thefe are the minifters of the gofpel, whom he has fet upon the walls 
of Zion, and placed about his bed, the church, thatfo the outworks and fortifi¬ 
cations of gofpel-dodlrines, may be kept firm againft all oppofition without, 
and the precious promifes of the gofpel may be opened and difpenfed within, 
that fo her peace and comfcrt may not be broken in upon ; which, as it fhews 
the fafety and fecurity of the church, fo it does likewife the tender care and 
concern of Chrift for ner. 


Ver. 9. King Solomon mdJe himfelf a chariot of the wood of Le¬ 
banon, , // 

T HE church having defcribed Chrift’s bed proceeds to give fome ac¬ 
count of his chariot, which he had made for himfelf and fpoufe. The 
word here tranllated chariot , is to be found in no other part of the fcripture, 
and is differently rendered. Some tranflat;e it a throne f which Solomon had pre¬ 
pared for himfelf: So Juntos and Tremellius. Others, a ftately palace or 
bride-chamber, which he had built on purpofe.For the more honourable recep¬ 
tion of his bride: So David de Pomis, R. Solomon far chi, and Arias Mon - 

tarns, 

} Gemara. Babyl, Sanhed, cap, t, foL 7. Yebamot, fol, 109. 2, Sc Yalkut in loc. * 
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tanus. Others, a bed, which is ( lo called from the fruitfulnefi thereof, which, 
in Cb. i. 16. is faid to be green *, bat then it mull mean fuch a bed, in which 
the bride ufed to be carried, as R . David Kimcbi * oblerves. So that it feems 
to fignify the nuptial bed, or an open chariot, or fome fuch like thing, in 
which the bride was carried in pomp to the bridegroom’s houfc: And in this 
fenie is the word ufed in the Mtfnab b ; where mention is made of a decree, 
that the bride fbould not go out into the city , Bcappirion , the word 

here ufed, in the nuptial bed or open chariot ; in which as R. Sol. Jarcht fays, 
in his glofs upon the words, they carried her from tbeboufc of her father to the 
houfe of her bujband: And lo the Septuagint here renders the word by <po% 
which fignifies fome thing in which per Tons or things are carried , and is ve^ 
ry much like in found to the Hebrew word ; and fome c have thought that it 
is this very Greek word which is here made ufe of, which might not be un¬ 
known to the Hebrews . And by this chariot , R. Sol. Jarchi and Alfhecb 
would have the tabernacle of the congregation underltood ; though the Tar- 
gum and R. Aben Ezra underftand it of the temple, which was made of the 
cedars of Lebanon ; but by it rather is meant, either, 

1 ft. The human nature of Chrift, in which, as in a chariot, Chrift made 
himfelf vifible and confpicuous to men, and gave a glorious difplay of his 
greatnefs and majefty •, for in him dwellcth all the fulnejs of the Godhead bodily ; 
*twas in this he descended from and afeended up to heaven, and by which,, 
faints have accefs to God, and a communication of grace from him ; for 
our way of accefs to God, and of acceptance with him, as well as of con¬ 
veyance of all covenant-grace and'bleflings from him, is confecrated for us 
through the veil , that is to fay , Chrift’s fiejh. Concerning which chariot of 
Chrilt’s human nature we may obferve, i. The author, king Solomon , Chrift 
himfelf-, and this ferves to fee forth the magnificence of it; for if it is the 
work of fo great a perfon, it mull needs be curioufly wrought ; and at the 
fame time Ihews his wonderful humility and condefcenfion, in that, one, that 
was poffeffed of royal dignity, Ihould be employe^ in fuch a work; and in 
nothing bid he give a greater inftance of it, than in the allumption of hu¬ 
man nature, in his being found in fafhion as a man: which work is purely 
aferibed to himfelf; ’twas fine virili opera , without the help of man, that 
Chrift became man; his human nature is the ftone cut out of the mountain with¬ 
out'hands, and the tabernacle which God pitch'd, and not man \ and becaufe of 
this, ’tis wondrous and furprizing; when it was firft prophecied of, ’tis ufiier- 
ed in with a behold a virgin Jhall conceive , &c. and when the news was brought 
to the virgin herfelf, it was ftartling, and.aftonjlhing to her, and made her 
fay. How Jhall this be, feeing I know not a man ? But this being a work of 
God, with whom nothing is impoflible, was effe6ted by him; but though 
Chrift affumed our nature, fcnd became man without the help of man ; yet ntit 
exciufive of the help and alfiftance of his father, vfho'prepared a body for him, 
nor of the Holy Ghoft, who formed and fanftified it in the virgin’s womb. 
2. The matter of it, and that is of the wood of Lebanon. Chrift was conceived 

; and 

* In lib. Shorafh. rad. PHS- * Maflech. Sotah. c. g. 14. c Cocceiua in loc- 
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and born of the virgin Mary , who dwelt at Nazareth , a city of Galilee, at 
the foot of mount Lebanon ; and the wood of that mountain, which was 
cedar, being of an incorruptible nature, may very well exprefs the incorrupt 
tion of Chrift* s human nature ; for though he died and was buried, yet he ne¬ 
ver faw corruption. Moreover, this being very excellent and valuable wood, 
may denote the excellency and glory of Chrift’s human nature, who k counter 
nance is as Lebanon, excellent as the cedars ; for though by his forrows and 
fufferings, his vifdge was more marred than any man, and his form than the 
fons of men \ yet he was fairer than any of the Tons of Adam . 3. The end 

for which this chariot was made, it was for himfelf \ for tho* all the three pet- 
fons had an hand in making it, yet none but the fecond perfon appeared in it * 
it was the fon only, and not the father, nor the fpirit who was made flejh and 
dwelt among us ; which was done for the fhewing forth of his own glory, as 
weft as for the fake of his body, the church. Or elfe. 

2 dly, By this chariot may be meant, the church of Chrift,-where lie lhtWs 
himfelf openly to his people, in his ordinances, and they behold his power 
and his glory in the fanftuary ; here he rides in triumph over his enemies 1 
from hence he fends forth the rod of hhjlrength, and makes mighty cohquefta 
by his grace, over the hearts of men; here his gofpel is preached, his or¬ 
dinances adminiftred, his name bom up, his caufe and intereft carried on, 
and his perfon alone exalted: concerning which chariot we may alfo ob- 
ferve, 1. The author of it, Chrift himfelf; ’tis he that builds this temple 1 , 
and bears the glory ; he’s the rock, the foundatibn atld corner {tone, on 
which, and the chief architett by whom, ’tis built; there are indeed rriany 
workmen and under-builders, whom he employs herein, but he himfelf is 
the principal; his own hands have laid the foundation, and reared up the fu- 
perftrudlure; ’tis he that has knit all together, and bears, lupports and main¬ 
tains the whole fabrick, and will bring in the bead-Jtone, with the joyful ac¬ 
clamations of grace, grace unto it. 2. The matter,*?/ the wood of Lebanon. 
The remple which was built by Solomon , was an eminent figure of the church 
of Chrift : Now this was built of cedars, fetch’d from Lebanon, which', 11 tho* 
it was upon the borders of the land of Ifrael, yet was not in it; for Solomon 
fent to Hiram king of Lyre, for them, whofe ferVants cut them down, hewed 
them, and made them fit for the building. Chrift’s' true church is made 
up only of believers, fuch who are comparable to the cbdars in Lebanon 
who, though whilft in their ftate of nature are al'ietis fWtiithe Commonwealth of 
Ifrael, and therefore are invited to come with Chrift froth Lebanon, in Ch. iv. 
yet are cut down from off their old ftock, and being hewn and fitly framed 
for the building by the grace and fpirit of God, are laid-’ in it, f £nd fo grow up 
unto an holy temple in the Lord. And 4 this wood of Lebanoh, being lading 
and durable, may denote the »finai perfeverafoce of the feints,* and the con¬ 
tinuance of the church of Chrift, which being built upon-him, the rock^ 
the gates of hell cannot prevail againjl it ; ’tis as immoveable as mount Zion, 
and as incorruptible as the cedars. 3. The end for which it is made, and 
that is for himfelf. Chrift has' made all things for himfelf > and- mord 
efpeciilly his church, he has made for his own bfe 5 ’tis his Jiobfe fd dfafeJl 
in, his garden to walk in, his bed to reft in, and his chariot to ride in; 
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he hai alfb made it for his own glory 9 and indeed much arifes from it ; his 
manifeftative glory is much increafed by it; this people he has formed for. 
timfclfy and iky fhall Jhew forth his praife* Or elfc, 

3 dly % By this char tot may be meant the gofpel, and the preaching of it; 
which may be alio reprefented by the white borfe , in Rev . vi. 2. on which 
Chrift rides and goes forth conquering and to co?;quer. The minifter* alfo of 
which, may be compared to chariots, as Elijah^ in 2 Kings ii. 12.. is called 
tie chariot 0/Ifrael, and the hcrfcmen thereof: in this, chariot now (Thrift fhews 
himftlf in all the glory of his love and grace ; here, as in a glafs , faints behold• 
the glory of the Lord 9 and are changed into it; in this he’s carried up and 
down the world, and by it is conveyed to the fouls of men ; this is that ve¬ 
hicle in which he is brought home unto them, and in which he triumphs over 
all his enemies, and makes his miniftcrs to do fb like\Vife So. that this 
is a triumphal chariot which he has made, and in which he fhews himfelf 
to the world. And, 1. He is the alone author, as well as the fubjeft, fum 
and fubftance of it, and therefore ’tis called the gofpel of Chrift . It is not 
the contrivance of human wifdom, the device of man’s brain, or the pro¬ 
duce of carnal reafon; it was neither projected, formed nor delivered by man 9 
but by the revelation of Jefus Chrift - 9 , ’tis he that has given it to men, and given 
men acommifiion to preach it, and furniflied them with all necefiary quali¬ 
fications for it. 2. The matter of it is faid to be the wood of Lebanon; which 
being incorruptible and durable, as has been before obfer.ved, as well as of a 
fweet fmelling favour, may very well be applied to the gofpel of Chrift,, 
which is preached by his faithful minifters ; who are not as fome who corrupt 
the word of God 9 but in doftrine, and alfo in life, fhew incorruptnefs y gravity 
and fincerity 9 and deliver found fpeech 9 which cannot be condemned ; which will 
abide and continue notwithftanding all the efforts of men and devils, and is of 
an exceeding grateful fmell to believers,, to whom it is the favour of life unto 
life . 3. Thisiie has made alfo for himfelf , that is,. for his own glory ; which 

end is anfwered,. when the riches of his grace and love are difplay’d, his per- 
fon and offices-magnified and exalted, and he declared to be the only way of 
falvation to loft.finners •, as alfo when finners are converted, , and faints are 
edified under, the miniftry of the word, and the fgccefs of all minifterial lar 
bour? is aferibedunto him. Or elfe,. 

4 thly y By this chariot may be meant, the covenant .of grace; in which, as 
in a chariot, Chrift fhews his royal perfon, and the glorious fovereignty and 
fre^nefs of his love: By this,,as,in a chariot,, many poor fouls are born up, 
and fupported under, and are comfortably carried through a great many trials 
and exjercifes in this life,, and in which they are brought triumphantly to 
glory. The fame blood of the everlafting covenant which fetch’d Chrift out 
of his grave,, brings fouls out of the pit wherein, is no water 9 and introduces 
them intq the kingdoqi of Jefus Chrift. And, 1. Of this chariot, Chrift, 
who-js here meant by king Solomon , is the author. Man is not in a capacity 
to make a covenant with God ; he has nothing of his own, but what God, 
before all articles, agreements, conditions, grants and promifes, has a prior 
right.unto j bup Chrjfojas the reprefenpative of the deft, Jhas made a covenant 

c?.; ’ - •. r with- 
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•with his father on their account; his wifidom drew the plan and model of it, 
he then afting as the councilor , or as k the angel of the great council ; his 
power effected it, being the mighty God> and his grace filled it as the mediator 
of it; he had fo great a hand and concern in it, as that he is called thefurety , 
mediator and meffenger of it; nay, the covenant itfelf. %. The matter bf it, 
or of what it wa$ made, is the wood of Lebanon ; which may intend the dui- 
rablenefs and inviolablenefs of the covenant of grace; for God will not break - 
it y nor alter the thing that is gone out of his lips ; *tis as lading as the wood^ 
and as immoveable as the mountain of Lebanon itfelf; its promifes are yea 
and amen, 'and its bleffings are irreverfible ; it is of an everlafting nature, in 
itfelf, and can never be difannulled by men or devils ; and contains things in 
it, both for time and eternity. 3. His end in making this is his own glory, as 
well as the good of his people; he had both in view ; the former is mentioned 
here, he made it for bimfelf\. the latter in the next verfe, where it is alfo faid. 
to be for the daughters of Jerufalem. Chrift’s glory and his church’s good; 
are infeparable ; his glory is great in their falvation ; which fhews with what 
wifdom, and in what a beautiful and excellent order the covenant of grace is 
made. It is interpreted of the everlafting covenant by fome Jewilh writers 


Ver. 10. He made the pillars thereof of fiver , the bottom thereof of 
gold\ the covering of it f purple ; the midft thereof being paved 
with love y for the daughters of Jerufalem . 

, .. . .. .* 1 . . i '' 

T HE church goes on to give fome further account of this chariot, which 
Chrift, the true Solomon , had made for himfelf ; and fays, 

1, 1 * « 

I. That the pillars of it were of fiver . 

II. The bottom of gold. 

III. The covering of purple. And, 

IV. That the midft of it was paved with love ; and that either by or for the 
daughters of Jerufalem . Now the explanation of thefe feveral parts muft 
be according to the feveral fenfes which have been given o>f the chariot, 
in the former verfe. And, 

* 

I. If by the chariot we underftand the human nature of Chrift, then, 

\fly By th t pillars of it are meant, the feveral graces of the fpirit, which 
both adorn’d and fupported it; for befides the habitual holinefs of his nature, 
and the innocence of his life, there appeared in him a ftrong faith in God, 
and that not only throughout the whole of his life, but in the midft of his 
dolorous fufferings, nay, when deferted by his father; as alfo great courage: 
and magnanimity of mind, ’as well as much patience and humility in doing 
and fuffering all he did. And thefe may be called pillars , both for the mighty 
ftrength that was in them ; for grace was not weak in Chrift as it is in us y 
and alfo for the fupport they were of unto him, in the exercife of which, the 
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chariot of the human ttkture was kept, • as it were upon l» Wheels : And thefe 
are laid to be of Jil&r, to denote the excellency, brightnfcfc and folidity of 
thofc graces* arid which appeared to be fo, even when as fllver they were 
trftd in tho furttafce of affliftions. And, 

idty 9 By the bottom of gold, may be meant his Deity 5 and ft* denotes, 
that the Tubfiftance *>f the human nature is in the divine * the htiimn nature 
ncvei did nor never will iiibfift without it; as foftn as ever it was Conceived 
in the virgin’s womb, it was united to the divine nafture, and has been ever 
fince fupported by it, both in its ftate of humiliation and exaltation ; it is* 
chis which lies at the bottom of, and puts an efficacy into aH Chrift’s media¬ 
torial actions, and makes them powerful to anfw&f the ends for* which they 
are performed •, the effufion of his blood, the oblation of his fttrifice, and 
the bringing in of a righteoilfneft, Would not have been fufticienttb have 
expiated fin, fatisfied juftice, anfvrered the demands of a righteous law, and 
difcharged the Tinner, had they nof been the blood, facrifice and righteouf - 1 
nefs of God ; it is the imprefs of Deity upon them, which make 9 them effi¬ 
cacious to anfwer all thefe purpofes, Now this being called a bottom, is no 
ways'i leflfening or a diminution of the glory of Chrift’s deity, -any more 
than his being called a foundation is ; but rather ferves to fet forth the glory 
and, greatnefs of it, as its being faid to be of gold, . manifeftly fliews. And 
(henalfo, 

. 3 £y % By the purple covering of tbi$ charicft, which, feems to be in allufion* 
to the curtains of the tabernacle, Exod. xxvL 1; may be meantf either the 
pafiion and fufferings of Chrift in the human nature, by which his garments 
were as chough they had been dyed ; and be appeared red in bis apparel; nay, 
clothed with a vejlure clipp'd, in blood . So that the.covering of the human na¬ 
ture of Chrift may well be faid to be of purple : Or elfe, it means his royal 
dignity, and his exaltation after fuffering 9 s this, being a colour ofod by kings 
and great perfons \ he was clothed with a purple robe before his fufferirtgs, by 
way of derifion ; but now he is really made Lord and Chrifb; he was then, 
in a way of mockery, crowned wkh thorns, but now, in the fame nature, is- 
crowned with glory and honour . And then,, 

i 4 thly, By the Tnicffi of it, which is paved with love , for the • daughters of 
Jerufalem, may be meant, the heart of Chrift, which* is filled' with, ■ and, as 
it were, paved with love to poor finners ; or, as c the word may be rendered, 
inflamed or fet on fire with love:. It was this that moved him to efpoufe 
shew caufe, take upon him the care apd charge. of their perforts, afliime 
thdlf nature, and die in their room and ftead:; which love of his, as to 
its quality, is the beft ; as to ita degree the greateft•, as- to its duration 
for ever, from whence there is no reparation, to which there is no pa¬ 
rallel ; and at pnefent, to U 3 finite creatures, incomprehenfibje $ and 4 ll* this 

for the daughters of Jerufdern, the eleft of God or young converts, thae 
is, it is all for cbeir fakes* and out of love to them he made this chariot 5 , 
or affumed human nature, according to what, is faid, Heb. iL 14. F&raf- 

• ' r ■- ' much 
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much then *s the children are partakers of flejh and blood , be alfo hitnfelf 
likewife took part of the fame: Or elfe the meaning is, that fuch is the love 
of Chrift towards thefe daughters, that if any one could but look into 
his heart, they, would, find the very images and pidtures of them drawn 
there-, who are not only ingraven upon the palms of his hands, but are alfo 
fet as a feal upon his heart ; which was prefigured by the high-priefts bearing 
the names of the children of lfrael in the breaft-plate of judgment upon his 
heart, before the Lord continually ; all which is expreflive of that ftrong af- 
fedtian which he has unto them. But then, 

II. If by the chariot we underftand the church of Chrift, tlien, 

1 ft. By the pillars thereof are meant the minifters of the gofpel; fo of 
James, Cephas , and John, theapoftle Paul fays, that they feemed to be pillars ; 
and fuch as thefe are intended by the feven pillars, which wifdom , had btpn 
out , and built her houfeupon, in Prov. ix. r. who, for their ftrength, fta- 
bility and fupport to the church of Chrift, may be compared to thofe two 
pillars in the porch of the terr^ple, which are called, the one Jachin , and the 
othef Roax ; for thefe are of great ftrength to the building ; there is a very 
great weight refts upon them. Thefe are the legs in Chrift’s body, which, 
like pillars of nm'ble, ftand firm and immoveable, notwithftanding the feve- 
ral preflliresof reproaches, afflictions, perfecutions, £dV. which fall very, hard 
and heavy upon them ; for none of thefe things move them ; but with, an un- 
fhaken courage and magnanimity of mind ftand up under them, afid in fo 
doing, are very great fupports to the caufe, intereft and church of Chrift ; for 
though Chrift is the foundation and the chief corner ftone, yet theie, are pil¬ 
lars-, and have their ufefulnefs. Now thele are faid to be of fiber, t becaufe of 
their valuablenefs, both in the efteem of Chrift, who has placcc], them in his 
church, and from whom they have all their ftrength and ufefulnefs; and 
likewife in the efteem of faints, to whom they are made ufeful; for the tongue 
of the juft, and efpecially of a gofpehmimfter, is as choice filvcr. Thefe are 
the fiber trumpets which found forth and proclaim peace and pardon, life and 
lalvation to poor loft and rebelliousTinners; their words, when fitly fpoken , 
and adapted to the cafes of fouls, either of affiidted faints or diftreffed Tinners, 
are like apples of gold in pictures of fiber , Moreover, this may be expref- 
five of their fliine and luftre, both in dodtrine and life * who preach the 
gofpel in its power and purity, hold the myftery of the faith in a pure confcience ; 
and who, the more they are vilified, reproached, affiidted and perfecuted for 
the fake of the gofpel, the brighter they are, like filver purified feven times. 
And then,. 

2%, By the- gojden bottom may be meant, Chrift ; who is the foundation 
of his church and people, on which they are laid and firmly built; and is 
the only foundation of their everlafting falvation, of all their faith, hope, joy 
and comfort here, and of their eternal happinefs hereafter : And a good 
bottom this i$ : happy is every one that is upon it; it may well be faid to be 
of gold, becaufe of the glory and fplendor of it; it is the foundation, of the 
apoftles and prophets , which they minifterially laid, and on which their per- 
fons are fecured equally with others: Hence the foundations of the new 
* ~ Jerufalem 
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Jerufalem are faid to be twelve, and each oT them compared fo a precious 
ftone, to fet forth the excellency thereof; nay this foundation is a fuper- 
excellcnt one ; for other foundation can no man lay , which is in-any refpedl va¬ 
luable, or upon any account to be compared to this which is laidy which is 
Chrift Jefus. Moreover, for the durablenefs of it, it may be faid to be of 
gold ; for the righteous is an rjcrlafling foundation ; i. e. the righteous man’s 
foundation is fuch an one, or he is built upon One that will laft for ever *, 
and fuch an one is Chrift, a foundation that will never decay, but will al¬ 
and ways abide firm and flrong; and is fuflicient to bedr the whole weight of 
the building, to all eternity. And then, 

2<{ly, The purple covering may intend either, i. The fuffering ftate of the 
church; being attended with a variety of affii&ions, tribulations and perfe¬ 
ctions, and lometimes, as it were, covered with blood, as the hiftories of 
feveral ages teftify. Or elfe, 2. Her regal dignity, to which fhe, and all be¬ 
lievers, are advanced by Chrift, who has made them kings and priefts to God 
and his father ; purple being a colour in yfe among great perfons, may very 
well reprefent this. Or, 3. Her being clothed with therobeof Chrift's righte- 
oufncfs; which may be faid to be of a purple colour, becaufe it is the pro¬ 
duce and effedt of Chrift’s blood, and is as it were dipped into it; hence be¬ 
lievers are faid to be juftified by bloody in Rom.v. 9. Or, 4. It may fignify 
her being wafhed in Chrift’s blood, together with the outward garments of 
her convention, and fo appear to be of this dye. And then, 

4 tbly. By the midft thereof, which is paved with love , may be meant, either 
the hearts of believers, or of the church, filled with a fenfe of Chrift’s love 
Ihed abroad in them, or inflamed with love to Chrift d ; which though it is 
fometimes in a decaying and declining condition, yet is never entirely re¬ 
moved ; for who can feparate from the love of Chrift ? That is, either from 
Chrift’s love to his people, or from their'loVe to him : Or elfe, by this pave¬ 
ment of love in the midft of the church, may be meant, the ordinances of 
Chrift ; which he has inftituted for the fake of the daughters of JerufaleWy or 
young converts* through which he difeovers his love unto them, and by an 
attendance on which, they difeover their love, both to Chrift and to his 
church ; and the church again difeovers her loVe to them, by a chearful ad- 
miflion of them to thefe ordinances. But then, 

III- If by the chariot we underftand the gofpel and the “preaching of it, 
then, 

l ft. By the filver pillars thereof, are meant the truths and doftrines of it; 
which, like pillar j, are folid and fubftantial, and continue firm and immove¬ 
able, and not like chaff, which is driven away with every wind ; nor like 
fuch combuftible and perilhing things, as woody hay and fiubbhy but like^/i, 
filvery and precious Jlones ; and are of very great ufe to fupport God’s chil¬ 
dren under the feveral trials and exercifes which they are attended with, and 
that either in adverfity or profperity, in life or in death ; and therefore, for 
their value, utility and duration, may be compared to pillars of filver ; and 
ought to be as diligently and carefully fought for and into, as filver is, and 

U 
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to be received and preferred before it ; for to get wifdom in gofpel truths, 
is better than gold? and to get underftanding in gofpel doftrines, is rather to be 
cbofen than filver, Prov, xvi. 16. And then, 

2 dly? By the golden bottom , may be meant, Chrift himfelf, who is the fum 
and fubftance of the gofpel; to preach Chrift, and him only, as God’s way 
of falvation to Tinners, was the old primitive and apoftolical way of preach¬ 
ing, and which God blefled and owned, and continues fo to do, for the con- 
verfion of Tinners, and the comfort of faints; that gofpel of which Chrift is 
not the fum and fubftance, is like a chariot without a bottom, and fuch an 
one is good for nothing ; for who would venture to ride in it ? But where 
Chrift is the main and principal fubject infifted on, there’s a good bottom* 
nay, a golden one, or a good feat, ccvukmIov, a reclining place, as the Septua- 
gint render it, to fit and reft in,, or lean upon. And alfo, 

. 3 dly, By the purple covering , may be meant, particularly thofe do&rines 
of the gofpel, which concern our redemption from the law, and the curfes of 
it, the pardon of our fin, and our juftification through Chrift’s precious 
blood; for which realon they may be faid to be of this colour.. And, 

4 thly, This pavement of love , may fignify, that the whole gofpel is full 
of love ; wherein, in a very lively manner is fet forth the love of God the 
father, in contriving and drawing the fcheme and model of our falvation, 
before all time ; and in fending his Ton in the fulnefs of time, t6 accomplifh 
what was agreed on before, thathelhould do; as alfo, the love of Chrift, in 
becoming man, fuftaining all the forrows of life, and fufferings of death, and 
all for the fake, and in the room and ftead of vile, finful and rebellious Tin¬ 
ners ; it gives us fuch inftances of love as never was heard of before, which 
never were, nor never will be parallel’d ; its whole language is love, it is no¬ 
thing elfe but a free promife and declaration of God’s love and grace to fin- 
ful man ; fo that it may well be faid to be paved with it: And how delight- 
iul muft fuch a pavement be to the daughters of Jcrufalem , to all young con¬ 
verts, either to behold or fit upon, where nothing but the love that is be¬ 
tween Chrift and his church is beautifully defcribed ? But then, 

IV. If by the chariot we underftand the covenant of grace, then,. 
ij?, By the filver pillars may be meant, the promifes thereof, which, like 
pillars , are firm and immoveable, folid and fubftantial; they-are zMyea and 
amen in Chrift ; not one of them ihall ever fail, being free,, abfolute and un¬ 
conditional ; and therefore are called letter promifes y as being preferable to 
thofe in the covenant of works, which required conditions to be fulfilled be¬ 
fore the enjoyment of the things promifed. Thefe, like pillars, are the fup- 
port of God’s children, under the variety of troubles they are exercifed with ; 
thefe yield them relief; are reviving cordials, and fill them with joy and 
comfort when nothing elfe can. O of what profit and advantage has a pro¬ 
mife been, to a finking Believer, when it has been feafonably brought, and 
fuitably applied by the fpirit! There are fome promifes which the faints 
would not have, out of their bibles for millions of worlds; and thefe may* be 
faid to be of filver, becaufe of their precioufnefs, richnefs and durablenefs; 
they are exceeding great and precious? are of more worth than thoujands of gold 
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fth'ir, - and will kftJ for ever, being the fure mercies of David ; nay, the 
more they are tried, uied and handled by faith, the brighter and more glo- 
rious will they look. And then, 

tdfyi By'tfce golden bottom of this covcnwt, mud be meant, Chrift, who 
is the covenant itlelf, not only materially, hut fundamentally \ he is . not only 
the matter and fubllance of it, all the blefiings and promiles of it being com- 
prifed in him, but alfo che foundation ot it: He bears the whole weight of 
the covenant, and is, as has been obferved, the furety, mediator and mef- 
fenger of it. Now this bottom, for its richnefs, firmnefs and duration, may 
be laid to be of gold. Souls who are in this chariot, the covenant of grace, 
need never fear falling through ; it can never be unbottomed, once in cove¬ 
nant, and always fo •, and therefore it is faid to be ordered in all things and 
fure ; becaufe it has fuch a bottom it can never be broken, nor will it ever 
be removed. And then, 

3<J/y, Its purple covering may intend the blood of Chrift, which is called 
the blood of the everlafiing covenant \ by which, not only the covenant is 
ratified and confirmed, but all that are in it and are under this cover, a 
have their fins blotted out, hid and covered; fo that when they are fought 
for, and the moft diligent ferutiny made for them by juftice, they fhall not be 
found. Moreover, their perfons are hereby eternally (kreened from the wrath 
of God * fo that though ftiowers of wrath fhall fall upon the heads of Chriftlefs 
Tinners; yet all under this purple covering (hall be fafe, and not have the leaft 
drop fall upon them \ but (hall, in this chariot of rich and glorious grace, 
be fafely preferved, prote&cd and conveyed to eternal glory. 

4 thly. The mid/l of it being paved with love , (hews that this covenant is 
Tull of it: ’Twas love that fet Chrift on work to make it, and engaged him 
to be the furety, mediator and mefiengerof it j ’tis made up of nothing but 
love love has filled it with precious promifes and fpiritual bleffiags, and all 
for the daughters of Jerufalem^ to whom love in time communicates them : 
O what a delightful and eafy chariot mud this be to ride in, which is lined 
with love ! love’s the hangings of it all around, and the velvet cuftiions and 
pillows on which faith leans; with what fplendor, ftatelinefs and majefty, as 
well as eafe and pleafure then, does the believer go to glory ? 

The Jewifli writers, as I have already obferved, by the chariot , underftand 
the tabernacle or temple \ and by its pillars , bottom , covering and middle , the 
ark of the teftimony, with the two tables of ftone, which are naore^precious 
than gold and filver, the golden mercy feat, the vail of blue and purple, and 
the feat of the Sbecbinah, between the two cherubim, which are upon the 
mercy feat: To this purpofe are th e&argum, and the glofs of R . Solomon 
Jarcbt upon the place. 

Moreover, befides the fevanal fenfes which have been already given of thefe 
words, it may not be amifii to obferve, that by this bride-chamber , as fome 
render the word in ver. 9. may be meant the heavenly palace; and how well 
the deferiprion of it in this verfe agrees with what is given erf the new Jt- 

rufalrn , 

d Pvrpura, faneuis Chrifli, ut autem operimentum, five Cerium le£ti tegit eos qui in letto funt, 
ita et fanguis Chrifo nos tegit. Not. <hg. in loc. 
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rufdlem , in Rev. xxi. will beft appear by comparing both together ; which 
bridal palace Chrift is now preparing for his fpoufe, and when that is ready 
for her, and (he for that, being perfumed with myrrh and frankincenfe , (he (hall 
be kindly welcomed and chearfully received ; where the nuptial feaft will be 
kept to all eternity, and Chrift (hall be feen by all the daughters of Zion, in 
all his glory, and with his royal diadem upon his head, as he is defcribed in 
the following verfe. 


Ver, 11. Go forth , Q ye daughters of Zion, and behold king Solo¬ 
mon with the crown wherewith his mother crowned him, in the 
day of his efpoufals , and in the day of the gladnefs of his heart. 

1 

T HESE are not the words of Chrift, for he is the perfon fpoken of 
and reprefented in this glorious manner ; nor are they the fpeech of the 
daughters of Jerufalem , young converts, for they are the perfons fpoken to* 
who are here called the daughters of Zion ; nor are they to be confidered as 
the angels exhortation to all the eledt to forfake the world, and contemplate 
Chrift by faith in the glory of his kingdom, after his refurredfion, as fome 1 
think; but they are the words of the church, who obferving that the daugh¬ 
ters of Jerufalem were firft (truck with admiration at the fight of her, as 
coming up out of the wildernefs, in ver. 6. and that their eyes were now in¬ 
tently fixed upon the bed and chariot file had been defcribing in the former 
verfes, calls them off from thefe things, and propofes a far more glorious 
objedt to them, to whom her own glory was not to be compared ; nay, 
king Solomon i in all his glory, either on his coronation, or marriage-day, to 
which the allufion Teems to be, cannot equal him ; and if his bed and cha¬ 
riot were fo acceptable to them, and gave them fo much pleafureto behold, 
Ihe might well conclude, that a fight of his perfon, efpecially in all his re¬ 
gal glory, could not but be grateful to them •, and therefore bids them go 
forth and behold him , to which, no doubt, they would be forward enough ; 
for the fight of a crowned king, as he paffes along the ftreets, efpecially on 
his coronation-day, is very defirable to people, who come forth out of their 
houfes, or look out of their windows to behold the fight. 

There is a very great variety in the opinions of interpreters about the time 
to which thefe words Ihould be referred. The ancient Jewifh writers b refer 
them to the time of Solomon's finilhing the temple, and his dedication of it, 
and to the joy and gladnefs which appeared on that folemn occafion; but chat 
was neither his coronation nor his marriage-day. R. Solomon Jarchi applies 
them to the time of the giving of the law, when the Ifraelites acknowledged 
God as their king, by fubjedting themfelves to it *, for though Mofes was le- 
giflator, yet God was king ' in Jeflburun ; as alfo to the eredtion and dedica¬ 
tion of the tabernacle in the wildernefs^ Others refer them to the time of 
Solomon's being crowned king of Jfrael , which may be afcribed to his mo¬ 
ther 

a Diodat. in loc. b T. Bab, Taanith, fol. 26. 2. Targum in loc. Zohar in Gen, foL 
> 5 - 3* and in Exod, fol. 24* 3. 

F f 
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ther Batbjbeba 9 as the * moral caufeof it* who, by her intreaties and (ap¬ 
plications procured it for him ; and which alfo was the day of bis efpoufals 
to the people of Ifrael^ and, no doubt, the day of the gladnefd of bis heart. 
Others c refer them to the time of his marriage to Pharaoh's daughter, at 
which time it was the cuftom, not only of other nations d but of the Jews* 
to crown married perfons, to which, perhaps, the allufion is made* in £2^. 
xvi. 12. and of thofe nuptial crowns mention is made in the Mifnab : e Others 
f refer them to the incarnation of Chrift, and think that by the crown is meant 
his humanity, which he received from his mother, the virgin Mary , at which 
time he efpoufed our nature, and was no Ms a day of gladnefs to him than 
to us; it being what he gladly performed, and had toeenlotig defirous of, a$ 
is inanifcft from the fevcral prtiudiums of it in the old cettainent •, though 
others 6 have been of opinion, that the words regard the paflion and fuffer- 
ings of Chrift, at which time he was crowned with a crown of thorns, and 
by his blood purchafed and efpoujfed the church to himfelf, which bloody 
haft ifm of his, was fo defirable to him, that he was even Jlrmtned until it was 
accomptijhtd \ but though the allufion,.as I have already hinted, is to the 
coronation and marriage-day of king Salomon* yet I ihould rather think that 
the words have reference to Chrift as the glorious mediator, -when firft dis¬ 
covered to a poor finner, in all the fulnefs of - his grace, as fitting and riding 
in the chariot of the everlafting gofpel; concerning which we may ob- 
ferve, 

Firft, The perfons who are fpoken to and exhorted to go forth and behold 
Chrift, and they arc the daughters of Zion ; Zion was a mount, Situate on the 
north fide of Jerufalem* and is fometimes ufed for -the city iefelf, and was a 
figure of the church, of Chrift, which fometimes bears this name in ferip- 
ture: By the daughters of it, we are to .tmderftand the fame who arc in this 
fong, often called the daughters of Jerufalena; by which we have all along 
underftood young converts j who nray be called the daughters*df Zion, becaufe 
Chrift, who is here thus glorioufly deferibed, is king thereof 5 fee PfaL cxlix. 2, 
Zjtch, ix. 9. 

Secondly , The obje£t which is propofed to them to behold,:is king Solomon, 
t)r the Lord Jefus Chrift, who is greater than Solomon , and was typified ,hy 
him, and in what refpefts has been fhewn on ver. 7* And it may <not be 
•mifs to remark, what one h well obferves, that there is a jnanifeft grada¬ 
tion: in thefe verfes; in ver. 7. he is only called Solomattv in wer.ty iking Solo * 
men $ and here m this verle, king Solomon with.a crown \ for as the fame 
authfrr'obferves, “ The longerf(he ipeak§:af Chrift, iand infifts in mention? 
44 ieg his excellency, her thoughts 1 draw the deeper, fhe fiets him uprthe 
44 higher, and becomes wanner in.her apprchenfions,. affedtions and expeefr 
46 fions concerning him/* . lAflid^therefored (hallnaw, t 

Thirdly Confider thisiiofrcumflance of Chcift^s glory, rhe being irappe*- 
Jented with a croton* \vsherewith bit ^mother craimed him\in\the day of bis 

. * •. dfpmfals, 

V Dicitur vero a matre coronatus, quia ipfa precibus obtinuit, ut Alias regnarct, quod morali- 
ter coronare eft. Sandt. .in loc. . . c Vid. San&..and B?. Patrick in loc. d Vi 4 * dc 

Mtotds 1.1. c. 16. i y. Sotah/c.'g. '1*4. ’ ‘ f Greg. Beda, and 

Bernard in Sanft. in loc, and JSot. Tig, . in loc, , . 8 Theodoxet/^hcFpatrcrib'Bflaft. in Idc. 
J Durham on ver. 9. _ “ ; i. 



Ver. if» S O'N G of S O N ;{J S. 2 iij 

efpoufals. See. and here it will be proper to enquire, ift, Who we are to un- 
derftand by his mother . 2 dly, Whac by the crown wherewith fhe crowned 

him. %dly, The time of his coronation, which is here exprefled, in the day 
of his efpoufals , &c. 

iji . By his mother , we are not to underftand Bathfheba , the mother of So¬ 
lomon, nor the virgin Mary, the natural mother of Chrift ; but either the 
church of Chrift, the Jerusalem above, which is the mother of us all, who be¬ 
ing the mother of Chrift myftical, may be faid to be the mother of Chrift alfo: 
Or elfe, every particular believer may be intended, who ftands related to 
Chrift as his brother, and as one who has fucked the breafts ofonp and the 
fame mother * fee Ch. viii. 1. who not only is called Chrift’s brother andfifter* 
but alfo his mother. Mot. xii. 50. in whofe heart Chrift is formed, by whom 
he is affectionately loved, even as an only child is by a tender mother, and for 
whofe honour, glory, and intereft, there is a very great concern. But, 

'idly. What is meant by this crown , wherewith he is crowned by his mo¬ 
ther. Chrift has a crown and kingdom, as he is God, equal with the father; 
but this is not put upon him, or given to him by any ; he has a natural right 
unto it, which none can give or take away from him ; he being in the form 
of God, and in all refpefts equal to him, thought it no robbery to afiume this 
crown and kingdom to himfelf. He has alfo one as he is mediator ; and 
this is put upon him, not by his mother, but by his father, who has anointed 
him with the oil of gladnefs above his fellows , and placed him as king over 
his holy hill of Zion, and fet a crown of pure gold upon his head. And thus now, 
by faith, believers fee him crowned with glory and honour ; all which will more 
manifeftly appear at the laft day, when there will be a more open and yifible 
coronation of Chrift, than has hitherto been ; though he has very often now 
a crown given to him, as the triumphant conqueror over the hearts of men, by 
the mighty power of his grace difplay’d in theeverlafting gofpel, in which 
he goes forth conquering and to conquer: But it feems to 'jne that the crown 
•which is here meant, is that-which every true believer puts on Chrift, when 
•their fouls are brought to venture on him, and believe in him \ every adl of 
faith is a putting the crown onChrift’s head ; and every fubmiffion to his com¬ 
mands and ordinances, is an acknowledging.of him as king of faints $ and 
the giving up of their fouls unto him, and owning h}m as their head and 
hufband, is a crown of glory, and a royal-diadem in his hand; -eventas converts 
are a crown of rejoicing to minifters, and a vertuous woman ds a .crown to her 
-hufband: and in nothing more do believers do this, than When they afetibe all 
they-have, -and are, .to his.grace, and fay with the apoftle., 'Tis :by the grace of 
Chrift' I am what I am ; for by fo doing, they not Only caft their crowns at 
Chrlft’s'feet, but fet another upon his head ; whereas on the contrary, they 
take the crown from off Chrift’s head* who do not believe on him, defpife h^ 
commands, negledt his ordinances, and aferibe theirdalvation either in whole 
or in part unto themfelves, their own works and duties* Moreover, this 
honour Chrift juftly deferves from us; and it is an incumbent duty to ,giye 
it to him \ tfor he, in creation, crowned man, and fet him over all the 
wotks -of his hands, and made him but little inferior to the angels 

F f 2 themfelves, 
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themfelves, and by his incarnation has crowned the human nature with fuch 
olory and honour as it never had in a ftate of innocence Ltfelf; it being 
united to a divine perfon, and is now exalted at the father’s right hand, which 
is an honour none of the angelick race ever enjoyed ; for to which of the an~ 
geis faid he at any time* fit at my right hand? who alio, in the redemption 
of us from the curfe of the law, the flavery and fervitude of fin, fatan and 
the world, in the remiflion of our fins by his blood, the juftification of our 
perfons by his righteoufnefs, and fanftification of our hearts and natures by 
his grace and fpirit, has crowned us with loving kindnefs and tender mercies ; 
In (bore, he has laid up for us a crown of righteoufnefs , life and glory y which 
he, the righteous judge, will give unto, and put upon the heads of all his 
people ; fo that there is a great deal of reafon to crown Chrift, and ackow- 
ledge him alone, as our lord and king, our head and hulband, our faviour 
and redeemer, who was crowned with thorns for us, and has crowned us with 
his grace now, and will, e’er long, crown us with glory. But, 

3 dly y The time of this coronation is next to be enquired into, and that is 
faid to be in the day of his efpoufals^ that is, on his marriage-day; for 
Chrilt’s coronation and marriage-day are one and the lame day. Now by 
this *day of bis efpoufals y we are to underftand the time of a poor finner’s ber 
ing enabled, by mighty grace, to give up itfelf to the Lord, when it conr 
fents to be his for ever. This marriage was made and agreed upon in the 
everlafting council and covenant of grace and peace \ Chrift made it his re- 
quell to his father, and he granted him it ; he gave his full confent unto it; 
fo that there remained only the aftual confent of the perfons themfelves, for 
whom Chrift had fuch a ftrong love and affeftion ; which is obtained by the 
powerful workings of his grace and fpirit, in time, upon their hearts, and 
that often under the miniftry of the word, where they are efpoufed as a chafie 
virgin to Chrift \ at which time there is a large breaking forth, not only of 
Chrift’s love to and upon their hearts, but all'o of theirs to> Chrift ; which is 
called the love of their efpoufals^ and which Chrift afterwards remembers 
when it has grown cold and chill towards him. Thus every time that a 
particular foul is brought to Chrift, it is both a coronation, and an efpoufal- 
day ; but the great coronation and efpoufal-day is yet to come, when all the 
cleft fhall be brought in, and it lhall be laid,. The marriage of the lamb is 
come % and the bride is ready; then fhall the king, with her,, enter into the 
marriage-chamber, where the nuptials will be folemnized* and he openly and 
publickly crowned king of faints, where he will, reign with them to all eter- 
■icy. Some of the Jewilh writers interpret this day of efpoufals of the days of 
the Mefliah *. 

Now this day of his efpoufals , with particular believers, as well as the more 
glorious one that is to come, is called the day of the gladnefs of his hearty 
which lhews how welcome poor finners are to Chrift, and how gladly and 
chearfully he receives them ; it is not only the joy of angels,, but the joy and 
gladnefs of his heart, when finners are converted to him, and believe on him* 
the bridegroom cannot more rejoice over his bride on his marriage-day, than 
Chrift does over poor coming finners 5 and when all his faints, arc. together 

with 


} Yid. Yalkut in loe. 
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with him in heaven, to behold his glory, what joy and gladnefs will then fill 
his heart ? But, 

Fourthly , We may obferve the duty which is enjoined thofe daughters 
of ZioYiy and that is, i. To go forth % i. e. out of themfelves •, fora man can 
never fee any glory and excellency in Chrift until he looks out of himfelf 
alone to him. The church would have thefe daughters turn away their eyes 
from every thing elfe, and view this glorious objeft only \ for every thing 
elfe, though never fo valuable, is to be forfaken and left for the fake of him 
who is preferable to all enjoyments whatever. 2. To behold him. The for* 
mer is in order to this \ for as perfons fitting within doors, cannot behold 
an objeft that is pafling by, unlefs they arife, get up, and go forth or look 
out \ fo neither can believers difcern this glorious objeft without going forth. 
The church would have thefe daughters behold Chrift: with attention, affec¬ 
tion, faith and admiration ; Ihe would have them fix their eyes upon him, 
look upon him, and love him; look upon him and believe in him look 
upon him and wonder at him ; for there are aftonifhing beauties, incom¬ 
parable excellencies,, tranfeendent glories in him, which deferve fuch looks 
as thefe.. 


CHAP. IV. 

Ver. I. Behold thou art fair , my love y behold thou art fair % thou 
haft doves eyes within thy locks: Thy hair is as a flock of goats , 
that appear from mount Gilead - 

I N thefe words Chrift: reaffumes his part in this fong, and enters upon a 
commendation of his church's beauty \ which he does, 

Firfty More generally, by afferting it, when he fays. Behold thou art fairy 
&c. in which general commendation of her beauty, we have, 1/?, An affec¬ 
tionate character given to her, my love. 2dly y Something afferced of her, 
that flie was fair . 3 dly % This affertion repeated. 4 thly y To this affertion 
the word behold prefixed. This commendation we have already met with, 
expreffed in the fame words, in Cb\ i. 15. where this kind and loving cha- 
rafter has been opened * 3 in what fenfe the church [may be faid to be fair, 
ihewn ; as alfo the reafons of Chrift's repeating this affertion, and prefixing 
to it the word behold , are given : The reafons why thefe words are again 
mentioned by him, perhaps, may be to Ihew how much his heart was taken 
with her beauty ; that his love to her was the fame as ever it was, notwith- 
ftanding her fleepy frames and unbecoming carriage to him 5 as alfo becaufe 
lhe might ftand in need of the frelh difeoveries of his loye, 

Secondly y He gives fome particular inffances of her beauty in this and the 
four following verfes. 
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ifty We defcribesthe beauty of her eyes, and aflerts that fht has doves eyes 
within her hcks •, in which words we are to con fid er, i. What we arc to un- 
derftand by her eyes. 2. Why they are called doves eyes . 3. Why they are 

laid to be within her locks. 

1. By the church’s eyes we may underftand, either the minifters of the 
gofpel, who are to the church what eyes are to aft human body ; they are 
placed in the more eminent part of Chrift’s body the church, to Watch 
overlook, guide ami diredt the other members of the body: Or elfe, by 
them may be intended, the eyes of our undeffUndlng, being illuminated 
by the divine fpirit; and more efpecially the eye of faith, by which a foul, 
enlightned by divine grace, beholds the glory, fulnels and fuitablenefs of 
Chrift, and looks to him alone for life and falvation. 

2. Thefe eyes are called doves eyes . Why minifters of the gofpel are com¬ 
pared to doves, and the eye of Faith faid to be a dove’s eye, have been al¬ 
ready fliewn in Cb. i. 15. 

3. Thefe eyes are faid to be within her locks ; which, if applied to the mini¬ 
fters of the gofpel, may denote, 1. The irrtpeffedtiOn of their light and 
knowledge, and that a great deal of darknels and obfeurity attend them ; 
they know but in party and prophefy but in part j as eyes under the locks, be¬ 
ing covered with Them, cannot fe fo clearly, as when they are removed 
from them ; fo the minifters of the gofpel cannot fee lb clearly into gofpel- 
truths in this ftate of imperfection, as they fhall when thefe locks of dark- 
nefs are removed ; for then they fhall fee eye to eye . Their knowledge of 
Chrift is imperfeft now ; their light into gofpel-truths is weak and dim, and 
.proportionate to their light and knowledge do they preach. The apoftle 
Pauly who had the greateft light into the gofpel, and the largeft fhare of 
the knowledge of Chrift Jefus, as perhaps, ever any man had, yet defired to 
know more of Chrift, and the power of his refurreCtion, Phil. iii. 10. (2.) It 
may be expreffive of their modefty and humility. Locks being decently 
tied up, as this word fignifies % is an evidence of modefty, as the contra¬ 
ry is of wantonnefs. The minifters of the gofpd, though they have the 
greateft gifts beftowed upon them, yet reckon themfelves lefs fhan tbe leafi 
cf all faints ; fornotwithftanding . all their parts, gifts and grade, they do 

• not think themfelves fufficient, either to think or fpeak any thing as tftbem- 
Jelves y but acknowledge that their fuffititney is of GtidyWho only hath made 
them 'dble minifters of the new teflamerit y and ‘Whenever their labours are bleft 
anti owned, either for Che comfort and edification of-God’s people, or for 
"the^conVerlion of finners, they afdribe it lltit tO'tfiCmTelves, but to the grace 
ofTJod that is with them. (3.) This phf^fe maty be added to fet forth 
their beauty. Eyes, from under or Vithin the locks decently and modeftiy 
bound up, look, very beautiful. The minifters of the gofpel appear beau¬ 
tiful, not only to Chnft,'who has counted them faiihfnly and put 'tjMetftito 
the miniAny but alfo to thbfe to whom they are made ufeful, either ( for‘*com- 
fort and enablifliment, or for conViftion and ccjnverfaon 5 to thefe,' i ev«n the 
* **ny 
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very feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that publijhetb peace , that bringeth 
good tidings of good, that puhlifhetb falvation, are beautiful, Ifa. hi. 7. 

But if by thefe doves eyes we underftand the enlightned eyes of our undferr 
ftanding, and particularly the eye of faith * then this phrafe, perhaps, is gfed 
to denote, [1.] The imperfeftion of faith ; the greateft believer has need t.Q 
pray with the apoftles, Lord , increafe our faith ; there are fome, toc J rsfti&xiai 
iofne things lacking, fome deficiencies in our faith which need perfecting : 
a Tis true, faith is the evidence of things not feen, yet oftentimes’tis very 
dark and obfcure ; indeed, when compared with old Teftament faints,, be¬ 
lievers under the new, may be faid, with open face to behold, as in a glafh 
the glory of the Lord ; but when compared with faints, poffeffed of the be¬ 
atific vifion, they fee but through a glpfs darkly ; their eyes are within their 
locks. [2.] To (hew us what a modeft grace faith is; it looks alone \qq 
thrift, it lives only on him, it receives all from him, and gives all the 
glory to him; it afcribes nothing in man’s falvation .to itfelf, or to any 
thing done by the creature, but all to Chrift and his grace; and lb ex¬ 
cludes boafting, as the apoftle fays, Rom , iii. 27. Where is boajling then Pit is 
excluded. By what law? of works ? Nay ; but by the law of faith. Had 
works any thing to do in man’s felvation, boafting would have been jen.- 
couraged and eftablifiied; but God of his infinite wisdom has ordered it* 
that it fhould be of and through faith, that it might appear to be of grace, 
and not of works , left any man fhould boaft . [3.] To fet forth how beauti¬ 
ful faith is in Chrift’s eye, and how much his heart is .taken with it; as ap¬ 
pears from the ninth verfe of this chapter , where he fays, Thou haflravifhed 
■ my heart, my JiJter, my fpoufe ; thou haft ravijhedwy heart with one of thine ey.es y 
i. e. with the eye of -taith. -v 

idly, He defcribes her beauty by her hair, which he fays is as a flock of 
goats that appear from mount Gilead, i. e. like the hair b of fuch a flock of 
goats; which may be underftood, j ft. Of the outward converfation of the 
faints ; which may he compared to hair, for the following ceafons.. 

1. Becaufe as the hair is for a covering, 1 Cor. xi. 15. lb is a welhoxcieted 
and gofpel-converfation a covering to the faints. A believer, has ,many 
coverings, he has more garments than one ; he is clothed with the garmmtji\of 
falvation, and covered with the robeti f Chrift’s righteoufneft \ this is ihis jufti- 
iication, and what gives him a title to glory. Hehas alfo the garment, of ^noti¬ 
fication, which iscurioufly wrought by the fpirit of God,; and.this makes him 
meet for the king’s prefence : And he has,: befides thefe, his converfatibmgar- 
ments, which he is to watch and keep from being: fpotted with the .flslh, and 
to wafli them and make them white in the blood ofthelarhb: jBut,thefeicaonpt 
cover fins, nor Ikreen ’ him from divine juftice ; thisjonly the righfepu/hftfs 
of Chrjft can do, By which hisfinB-are fo covered, that, w|ien .they .are fopgbt 

‘ J v* ■ • -i • • ' ' • : . 'i vvj •/> i-i vjiftr, 

b The hair of a-flock of goatf, well .fed and takejteare of, as fhofe.;jyerp, ;>vhjqh 
on mount QtUad, j^Bppr^ to^^eryifine, fmooth^Qd^iLB, fu£h g.s 

forthe curtains of. the .tahernade,. fExod.xx^v., 26. .Jftlianusde Antmal!}. \ 6 . c. 30. reports, 
out of Callifthenes Olydlftfusf'ft'h.dX ih uytia the goatfe ^ad n h^r w\i8h‘'hiiing dowH frornTK^Jn, 
‘ 0 orpv^a<;, *Y tnvatfk&ai Gtfniro. interpret. 1 istf vyftiehriiiidriAkl* i&plvrit. like 

.plaited; who adds, that they were Ihorn like Iheep, and their hair ufed to make cable ropes 
9 f» 
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for, they fhall not be found ; but his outward converfation is a covering nar¬ 
rower than that be can wrap himfelf in, fo as to be hid and fecured from divine 
juftice; if he was only to appear herein before juftice, thefe very clothes 
would both abhor and condemn him ; nor can they make him meet for the 
king's prefence ; this only the garment of fanttification can do; burthen 
the outward converfation of the faints is a cover and a fence againft the re¬ 
proaches of the world ; for though they have not whereof to glory before 
God, yet at fome times, and in fome cafes they may lawfully do it before 
men, and fay as Samuel did, iVhofe ox have I taken? whom have I defrauded ? 
whom have I opprejfed , or of whofe band have i received any bribe? Thus 
their converfation is a cover and fence unto them,: and is of fervice to make 
thofe ajhamed , who faljly accufe their good converfation in Chrijl , and to put 
to ftlence the ignorance of foolifh men . 2. As hair, it is very ornamental to the 

believer ; as garments, though they do not make, yet they adorn the man, 
fo a good converfation, though it does not make, yet it adorns the Chriftian ; 
it is decent and becoming thegofpel of Chrift Jeius; it adorns the do&rine 
of God our faviour, and recommends religion to others. 3. As hair that 
is ordered aright, and well taken care of, fo is a well ordered converfation ; 
iand that is fuch an one as is ordered, according to the rule of God’s word, 
and by God himfelf; for the Jleps of a good man are ordered by the Lord: 
David knew this full well, that God did fo, and that he himfelf was ineffi¬ 
cient for it; and therefore he thus prays, order my .jleps in thy word, i. e. ac¬ 
cording to thy word, which is the rule of faith and pra&ice ; and fuch a con¬ 
verfation as this being like a well fet and well ordered head of hair is very 
•grateful and well pleafing to Chrift; therefore he fays, to him that orderetb 
bis converfation aright , will 1 fhew the falvation of God , Pfal. I. 23. 4. As 

the hair upon the head is confpicuous and manifeft to all, fo is the converfation 
of the faints : That they are juftified by Chrift’s righteoufnefs, and fandified 
•by hisfpirit, are not fecn and known of all men ; but their outward converfa¬ 
tion is manifeft, and fo it fliould be ; Let your light fo fhtne before men , that 
they may fee your good works, and glorify your father which is in heaven. Mat. 
v. 16. 5. As hair has its dependance upon, and influence from the head, fo has 
the outward converfation of the faints its dependance on, and influence from the 
•grace of the fpirit; a gracelefs profefibr, though he may keep up a mofal con¬ 
verfation for a time, yet it will drop off from him like leaves from trees in au- 
tumn, or like hair that is Ihed from the head after a violent diftemper, the 
root of the matter not being in him ; the difference between a man of .grace 
and a gracelefs profeffor, is elegantly given,by Jetemyf Ch.xvii. 5, 6, 7, 8. 
the one is like the heath in the defart , dry ancf barren j the other is like a 
tree planted by the waters, moift and flourifhing ; bis leaf is green , and be 
eeafetb vet from yielding fruit- Thus the outward converfation of the faints 
may be compared to hair/ And what may further confirm this fenfe of the 
words, is that the apoftle Paul, in 1 Tim. ii. 9, 10. inftead of broidered 
hair, recommends fhame-facednefs, fobriety and good works, as more be¬ 
coming godlinefs; and the apoftle Peter, in 1 Pet. iii. 3,4. inftead of platting 
the hair, exhorts to an adorning with the ornament of a meek and quiet fftrit- 

" Now 
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Now this hair of the church’s, or the outward converfatibn of the faints, 
may alfo be compared to a flock [of goats which c appear from mount Gilead. 
Gilead was a very proper place for cattle, Numb, xxxii. i. and, no doubt, 
the goats which were fed there, were fat and fruitful, and being in large 
numbers, and kept in good order, might appear from this mount, to diftant 
fpeftators, beautiful and magnificent. So iaints, being fruitful in every good 
word and work, and orderly in their lives and converlations, appear even to 
the world amiable and lovely ; they are like to the he goat, comely in going , 
Prov. xxx. 2y- -31. Nay, to a flock of them, on mount Gilead. Or elfe, 

2 dly 9 By her hair we may underftand the inward thoughts of her heart. For, 
1. As hair arifes from, and has its dependance upon the head, fo do thoughts 
from the heart; ’tis out of the heart all evil thoughts proceed, Mat. xv. ig, 
out of the heart proceed evil thoughts , &c. and fo all good thoughts, which are 
likewife formed and chcrilhed there by the fpirit of God, 2. As the hairs of 
the head are numerous, fo are the thoughts of the heart; a believer has many 
thoughts of heart; there’s a multitude of thoughts within him, Pjal. xciv. ig. 
concerning the corruption of his nature, the finfulnefs of his actions, and his 
frequent backflidings from God a multitude of thoughts concerning Chrifl: 
and his grace, and the glories of another woHd. , 3. As the hair of the head 
is weak and eafily moved and tofied about by the wind, fo are the thoughts 
of a believer’s heart, fometimes this way and fo me times another j and are like 
the eyes of fools in the ends of the earth, unlefs fixed and eflabliflied by the 
fpirit of God upon proper objefts. 4. Being rightly ordered by ; the fpirit of 
God, as a well managed and well ordered head of hair, they are exceedingly 
admired and valued by Chrifl: Jefus; for he has a bodk of remembrance written , 
not only for them who fpeak of him and fear’him, but alfo for thofe who 
think upon his name, Mai . iii. 16. r 

’ And as the thoughts of a believer’s heart, thus fixed, managed and ordered 
by the fpirit of God, may be compared to hair; fo likewife to a flock of goats 

on 

% I .' 

c The Hebrew word is only ufed in this fong, and that only in this place, and in Cb. 
vi. 5. and is differeitly interpreted by Jewifli writers. R. Jonah explains it by 
mane furrexerunt f which roje early in the morning , deriving it from, the Arabic word j^bU 
which, in that language fignifies the morning ; and fo may exprefs the beautiful appearance of a 
flock of goats upon a mountain, when the fun firft rife6 and glances upon them with his bright 
and glorious rays. R. Sol. far chi renders it by q uee deptlantur, which tire made bald 

or Jmooih; and fo do David de Pcmis, in Htb. Lexic. and Elias in Metburgemdk in rad. 

; to which agree R. Joftph and R. David Kimcbi , in lib. Shorajh . rad. who think 

that this beautiful fmoothnefs of the goats, arifes from their Tunning among the trees and 
buflies, whereby they become a9 fleek and as fmooth as if they had been combed with a comb: 
Though one would rather think it lhould arife from, the fruitful paftures, where being well 
fed, their hair look’d very fmooth, Ihining and glittering. R. Aben Ezra renders it by 
^{031 eonfpiciuntur vel videntur, which are beheld or feett ; to which our verfion 

agrees, as does alio the Septuagint, which tranflates it a* ccmtiuhtySvicrect, qua apparuerunt , which 
appeared, as the Vulgate Latin renders it in Ch. vi. $.• where the Septuagint tranflates it by 
dn<pd»rio-a,v} though here the Vulgate Latin renders it, quie afcinderunt, which ufcende(C\ and is as 
differently rendered by others, qua? detondent, Jun.Tremel. qu<e-afpiciunt, Pagnih. quae tfcpHa- 
runt fe. At. Mont, qua prominent^ Mercer, qu* glabrum, depafcendo nddiderunt mpntmfiifopd, 
T-igur. - ' ' ‘ ‘ 
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on mount GiUai * and than may they be fo, when they afeendon high, and 
dwell upon the evcrlafting, unchangeable and boundlefs love of God in Chrift, 
which love has its heights and depths, its lengths and breadths v when they 
foar aloft, and dwell upon the everlafting covenant of grace, which covenant 
is ordered in all things and fure y filled with all fpiritual blefiings and precious 
promifes ; when their thoughts are compofed and fettled upon the confidera- 
tion of Chrift’s perfon, fulnefs, blood and righteoulhefs; when they are em¬ 
ployed about and concerned in the contemplation of the fublime dodtrines 
of the gofpel, and the invifible realities of another world, all which are things 
that are above ; then may they be faid to be like" a flock of goats, which ap¬ 
pear from mount Gilead , But, 

^dfy, I rather chufe to understand, by the hair, believers themfelves: Thus 
the people of Ifrael and inhabitants of Jerufalem are reprefented by hair, 
Ezek. v. i—5. Now believers may be called fo, 1. For their number: The 
hairs of a man’s head are numerous; therefore, when the Pfalmijl declares the 
large number of his fins and tranfgreffions, he makes ufe of this metaphor, fay¬ 
ing, they are more than the hairs of my bead: Indeed, believers, when com¬ 
pared with the world, are but few, a fmall number, a remnant, and a little 
flock, yet confidered and viewed by themfelves, and when all together, they 
are a great multitude, which no man can number. Rev. vii. 9. 2. For their 

growing upon, and receiving nourifliment from Chrift the head. The hair 
grows upon the head, and receives its nourifliment from it: Chrift is the head 
of his body, the church ; believers are the hair which grow upon, and grow 
up into this head, and from thence do they receive all their grace and ftrength, 
their life and livelinefs, their food and nourifliment, and fo increafe with the 
increafe of God, Eph. iv. 15, 16. Col. ii, 19. 3. For their weaknefs in them¬ 

felves, and dependance on Chrift the head. Hair is a weak thing of itfelf, 
and has its dependance on the head*; believers are weak in themfelves, and 
can do nothing of themfelves without him ; their dependance is on him for 
ftrength, as well as for righteoufnefs •, and *tis only through him {lengthen¬ 
ing them, that they do the things they do. 4. For their being an ornament 
to Chrift the head. Hair is an ornament to the head •, the beauty cf old men is 
the pay head . Saints are the ornament, beauty and glory of Chrift * they are a 
croum of glory and a royal diadem in his hand, and upon his head. 5. For 
their valuablenefs to him, and the care he takes of them, A well fet head 
of hair is highly efteemed, and took much care of among men ; but this can¬ 
not be more valued and took more care of than believers are by Chrift ; he va¬ 
lues them as his jewels, and peculiar treafure; and he’ll not lofe one of them \ 
the hairs of our head are all number'd, and fo are all the hairs of Chrift’s head, 
and not one of them {half be loft: ’Tis true, thofe who are only nominal 
profefibn, and only by ao external profeflion hold to the head, not being 
rooted m him, fhall be fled from thence, but fo Hull not one of thofe who 
are one fpirit with him, and grow upon him. 

Now feints may be compared to a flock of goats on mount Gilead. (1) 
They may be compared to goats, ’Tis true, this word is ufed of carnal and 
ChrifUcfc tinners, who are called fo in oppofition to, and contradiftin&ioo 
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from ChriftV (beep; but tbefe creatures being offered up in Ikcrifice under 
the old law, prefigured Chrift, Exod. xii. 5. £nd therefore we need not won¬ 
der that faints bear this chara&er, who arc enabled to prefent themfelves to 
God, holy, living and acceptable facrifices % as alfo, perhaps, they may be fo 
called, oh the account of the remainder of fin and corruption, for in them, 
that is, in their ftejh, dwells no good thing •, and are (linking and abominable 
in theefteem of the world, reckoned by them, the off-fcouring and refufeof 
all things, as well as mean and vile in their own eyes. ( 2.) May be compared 
to a flock of them, becaufe they belong unto and are under the care of one 
and the lame fhepherd, folded in one and the fame fold, and fed together in 
one and the fame pafture; as alfo, on the account of their focial worlhip, 
their affembling and walking together in the faith and order of the gofpel. 
(3.) To a flock of them on mount Gilead . They have a good pafture upon a 
goodly mount \ they live and feed upon the Lord Jefus Chrift, that great 
mountain, which fhali e'er long fill the whole earth; here they find the 
beft of pafture, and become fat and flourifhing, like the goats on mount 
Gilead \ here they live and dwell fafely, fecured from danger, and out of the 
reach of enemies * their place of defence is a munition of rocks , their bread is given 
them, and their waters Jure, Ifa. xxxiii. 16. 


Ver. 2. Thy teeth are like a flock of jheep that are evenfborn, which 
. came up from the wajhing : Whereof every one hear twins,, and 
none is barren among them . 

T HESE words contain the third particular inftance of the church's 
beauty, viz* Her teeth j which are compared, 

I. To a flock of Jheep. 

II. To a flock of lheep even Jhorn. 

III. To a flock of lheep that are juft come up from the wajhing . 

IV. To a flock of fheep that are fruitful, whereof every one bear twins, &c. 
By her teeth we may underftand, . 

. • 1 

• •' \ 

V 

ijt, The minifters of the gofpel* fa the Targum interprets it of the priefts and 
Levites; and other Jewifh 4 writers of the difciples^or the wifemeri: Minifters 
may be called the church's teeth; 1. For ftrength : Teeth are ftrong, being of a 
bony nature -, and indeed, the work that is allotted to them requires llrength. 
The minifters of the gofpel are Chrift’s ftrong men, who are, or at leaft need 
to be, ftrong in the grace that is in Chrift Jefus ; they have need to be 
Jtrong in the Lord , and in the power of his might ; for their work is great, 
and requires it, which is to labour in the word and doctrine ; a work fo 
great, arduous and difficult, that the great apoftle Paul, notwithftanding all 
his gifts and grace, faid. Who is fufficient for+befe things ? They have need of 
ftrength to quit themfelves like men, in the defence of the gofpel, for which 

G g 2 they 

a Vid. Yalkut in loc. 
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they are fet againd all opfofers and gainfeyers ; they have-need of ftrength 
to withftand fatan’s temptations, for he generally bends his bow, fhoots his 
arrows, and cafts his fiery darts moft at them ; they have need of ftrength to 
bear the world's reproaches and perfections, of which they generally have 
the ereateft Iharc, and to fuftain the infirmities of weaker faints, which are 
not Tew. 2. For their fharpnefs: Teeth are lharp, and they ought to be fo 
upon many accounts. 1 he miniftcrs of the gofpel, though they are not to 
be like that generation, wbcfe teeth are as Jwords, and their jaw teeth as 
tones, to devour the flock, nor like ravenous wolves, who will not fpare it, 
but prey upon it, for they are to ufe meeknefs and fiendemefs ; yet, in feme 
cafes, they are to ufe lharpnefsalfo, according to a power that Chrift has given 
them, and lodged in them, as when per Ions are unfound in the faith, and 
corrupt in their morals : Alfo as lharpnefs is necefiary to teeth, that they may 
penetrate into, chew and prepare the food for the Itomach; fo is it necefiary 
to minifters of the gofpel, that they have abilities to penetrate into gofpei- 
truths, in order to feed fouls with the.bread of life. 3. In nothing can they 
more fitly be compared to teeth, than in their preparing food for fouls ; as the 
teeth break the food, chew it, and prepare it for the ftomach, fo minifters of 
the gofpel break the bread of life, make hard things plain, eafy and intelligk 
ble for not only in Paul's epiftles, but in many other places of feripture, there 
are forne ivtnorllu, things hard to be underjlood . Now it is the work of the 
minifters of the gofpel to open and explain thofe difficult paflages, remove 
the hard ihell that is over them, that fouls may eat the kernel; nay, they 
not only break the bread of life, but chew it, u e, meditate upon the word, 
and digeft the dodrines of grace themfelves, that fothey may not propofe un¬ 
to or fet before perfons, crude, raw, and undigefted food ; but having chewy, 
digefted and well prepared it, they then prefent it to them ; for thefe are the 
church’s teeth, which b cut and rightly divide the word of truth , and give to 
every one their portion of meat in due feafon. Now thefe teeth of the church, 
the minifters of the gofpel, may be compared, 

I. To a flock of Iheep for their harmlefnefs and innocence : They are fent 
forth by Chrift as Jheep among wolves , and fo they live like Iheep, ufeful to 
many, but hurtful to none, live harmlefs and inoffenfive lives, though expofed 
to a variety of evils, for the fake of Chrift and his gofpel; they are counted as 
Jheep for the Jlaughter ; and yet like Iheep, they patiently bear all without 
murmuring, in imitation of their dear Lord, who was led like a lamb to the 
Slaughter, end like the Jheep before her Jhearers y is dumb f fo be opened not bis 
mouth , Ifa . liii. 7. 

II. To a flock of fheep even (horn, «that are equally alike in bignefs and 
ftature; having fuch an agreement with each other, as the cherubim in Solo¬ 
mon's temple, which were of one meafure and one ftze, 1 Kings vi. 25. Now 
the minifies of the gofpel may be compared to fuch, 1. Becaufe they* 1 are 
equal in power and authority; though one may be fuperior to another in gifts 
and grace, in parts and learning, yet one has not a fuperior power and jiirif- 

di&ion 


f R* Aben Ezram in Ioc. and R. David Kim- 


b # OpSo1 op^lx, 2 Tim. ii. 15. 
chium, lib. Shorafti. rad, ^p. 
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di&ion over another ; for as Chrift lays to hfe difciples, Mat. xx. 25,-26" 
The princes of the Gentiles exercife dominion over tbm, and they that are great* 
exercife authority upon them 5 but it Jhall not be fo among you ; but wbofoever 
jhall be great among you, let him be your minifter . No fuch dominion and au¬ 
thority are allow’d by Chrift to be exercifed by one minifter, pallor or bilhop, 
over another ; they are like fheep that are even Jhorn ; one is not higher than 
another, or fuperior to another in power; Peter was not above the reft of the 
apoftles. 2. They have all the fame commiflion, and are fent about the fame 
work. The difciples of Chrift were equally fent to preach the gofpel to every 
creature; and the commiflion now is of the fame, and of as large extent as 
ever; and the fame commiflion that is given to one minifter is given to ano¬ 
ther; for they are all fent to preach one and the fame gofpel, in the full ex¬ 
tent of it ; not one part of it is afiigned to one, and another part to another, 
but the whole afligned to them all; for a different gofpel is not given in 
commiflion to one to preach, than what is given to another; though their 
manner of preaching, and their fuccefs in their miniftry may not be alike* 
3. They may be faid to be as fheep even lhorn, on the account of the har¬ 
mony and agreement there is between the dodlrines which they preach : Tho* 
there may be a diverfity of gifts, and one minifter may have more gofpel-light 
and knowledge than another, yet the dodlrine of grace, preach’d by them, 
is one and the fame ; ’tis one and the fame Jefus whom they preach ; one and 
the fame way of falvation which they Ihew ; and one and the fame heavenly 
inheritance which they are pointing at; which harmony and agreement 
of dodlrine will more manifeftly appear, when the watchmen Jhall fee eye 
to eye , even at the time when the Lord Jhall bring again Zion, Ifa. lii. 8. 4. 

Thefe teeth of the church may be faid to be like fheep even lhorn to denote 
their mildnefs, meeknefs, harmlefnefs and innocence ; not having teeth or 
tufhes. Handing out more, or riflng up higher than the reft, as ravenous beafts, 
fuch as lions, bears, ISc. but all equal, like fheep even Jhorn ; fuch do not 
devour, but feed the flock; do not aflume a lordly and domineering power 
over them, but behaving themfelves quietly and peaceably among them, feek 
their good and welfare, and not their hurt. 

III. To a flock of lheep juft come up from the wajhing ; and fo are white and 
clean, which is another thing in which the beauty of teeth confifts ; for it is 
not only requifite that they Ihould be even^ fo as one does not grow out from 
or rife higher than the other ; but likewife that they Ihould be white and clean* 
like lheep that are juft come out of the walking pit; which d fome think in¬ 
tends baptifm ; though it may better be underftood of the wajhing of regenera¬ 
tion^ and renewing of the Holy Ghojl> which the minifters of the gofpel ought 
not to be ftrangers to; for he that is not born again of water and of the fpi- 
rity as he lhall neither fee nor enter into the kingdom of heaven himfelf, fo is he 
not fit to preach the gofpel of the kingdom of heaven to others ; though I rather 
think it intends the pure and unfpotted lives and conversations of Chrift’s 
minifters, who being perfons that hate the garment fpotted with theftef and 
who have wafhed their robes , and made them white in the blood of the lamb ,, be¬ 
come examples to the flock,'not only in faith, but in purity of converfatiom , 

IV; To 


d Foliot, Alcuin and Cotton in loc. 
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• IV. To a flock, of whk& eixry me btdn hmns, atvitbertitmne barren among 
them. This is to bcunderftood of thefruttfutaefc and fucceftfttfaefsoftheir mt- 
mft^in begctdngancHjringing forth many, fouls to Chrift; which was more efpe- 
daily verified in theapoftles and firft preachers of the golpcl, whofe minilhy, 
after an extraordinary manner, was blcft and own’d tor the conyerfion ot 
many Tinners; three thoufand were converted uhder one Termon ; t;he favour 
of Chrift’s knowledge was made manifeft by them r m every place they bore 
twins to Chrift, and were ioftruanental iBL.the cooyerfion of many, both of 
Jews and Gentiles ; they went forth bearing and Towing the precious feed of 
the goTpel, and return’d, bringing their Jheaves wtb^bem % having reaped a 
glorious harveft: They travailed in birth, till Chrift was farmed in fouls \ and 
they did not travail in vain, for he that brought to the births caufed to bring 


forth. 

2dJy t Or elfe, by teeth, if applied to particular believers, we may under- 
ftand medication and faith, by which they feed on divine and fpiritual tfungp. 
i. By meditation a foul feeds on Chrift, on his perfon, blood and righteouf- 
nefs, and finds a pleafure, fwcetnefs and delight therein > it is fometimes, as in* 
PfaL IriiL 5, 6. fatisfied as with marrow and fatnefsj when it remembers Chrift 
upon its body and meditates on his love and grace in the night watches ; by it 
a believing foul feeds upon the gofpel, its truths and promifes, and receives 
much cefrelhment from thence \ like Jertmy , Ch. xv. 16. it finds the word 
by meditation, and eats it, and ’tis the joy and rejoicing of its heart . Now 
meditating fouls may be very well compared to a flock of fheepy which are 
dean creatures, and chew the cud; for thefc chew the word of grace, and 
ruminate upon it; and to a flock of fheep even Jhom 9 being, in fome mea- 
fure, rid of the old fleece of vain, carnal and worldly thoughts ; and are 
come up from the wafhing , being deanfed, in fome meafure, from the former 
filthinefs and uncleannefs of their minds, they afeend heavenwards in their 
thoughts, defires and affeftions, which they employ by meditating upon pure 
fpiritual and heavenly things v and fuch fouls are ufually fruitful ; they are 
not barren and unfruitful in the knowledge of Chrift and his gofpel, but ge¬ 
nerally bring forth the twins of prayer and praife : Meditation fits a man for 
prayer, and fills him with praife \ meditating fouls are commonly praying 
and priding ones ; for whilft they are mstfingy the fire burnty and then fpeak 
they with their tongues, either in prayer or praife ; it puts them either upon 
praying to God for a mercy, or upon praifing him foe one. 2. By faith a loul 
fopd* on Chrift and his grace* faith ferve*a great jpany purposes* *ris the 
foal’s eye, by which it fees ^Chrift* and its feet* by which it goes to him ; 
and the hand, by which it receives him, and lays hold on him * and likewife 
the teeth, by wiuch it fe*d* : \ipcm him: Faith is exjxefled by eating his flefh 
a ad drinking has blood, ir yjobn vi. 56. He that eateth my fiejh and drinkab 
my bloody imeUetb in mty and I in him. An oral, corporal manducatioc, is 
not here intended, but a fpiritual one, which is by faith: Faith feed* on 
Chrift, the bread of life , and cats that hidden manna , the food of the wilder- 
ftefe, fives wholly and entirely on him * which grace is peculiar to Chrift*s 
iheep, and therefore is called the faith of Cod's cleB ; and the reafon why 

1 others 
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others do not hdieve and lire upon him, is, becaufe they are not of Chrift's 
fheep ; and though in fotne peifons *tis ftrong, and in others weak, yet it ia 
in all alike precious faith* in its own nature, and to Chrift Jefus; thde teeth 
are even, and fo fit for eating \ faith's alike, as to its quality, in all believers, 
though not as to degree; and, like Judah’s teeth, is white with the milk of 
the word, is pure, unfeigned and fincere ; and is always fruitful, attended 
with good works, and more efpecially bears and brings forth thofe/omr, 
love to Chrift, and love to the faints i for faith works by love , Gal. v. 6. 

Ver, 3. Tby lips are like a thread offear let* and thy fpeeeb is come¬ 
ly: "Thy temples are like a piece of a pomegranate within thy 
locks . 

I N thefe words Chrift proceeds to give the fourth and fifth inftances of the 
church's beauty ; and fays, 

I. That her lips are like a thread of fcarlet , &c. 

II. That her temples are like a piece of a pomegranate. 

I. Her Ups are compared to a thread of fcarlet. The 7 * argutn on this place, 
by eyes, underftands the princes and wifemen of Ifrael , who fat in the Sanhe - 
drim % and enlightned the world ; by the hair, the reft of the people of the land, 
in ver. 1. by teeth, in ver . 2. the priefts and Levites, who offered the fa- 
crifices, and eat the holy fleflv •, and by tips here, the lips of the high prieft, 
who (as the Targum exprefles it) by his prayer on the day of atonement, 
changed the tranfgrefiions of the people of Ifrael* which were like to a 
thread of fcarlet, and made them white as wool. It is a received tradition * 
among the Jews, that when the fcape goat was fent into the wildernefs, a 
fcarlet thread was tied to the temple door, and when the goat was come to 
the wildernefs, the fcarlet thread turned white; which was not only a fign of 
the goat's arrival thither, but alfo a token to them of the remiflion of their 
fins, according to Ifa.u 18. Though your fins he as fcarlet , they Jhall be as 
white as /now: And they tell us b , that this fcarlet thread ceafed turning 
white forty years before the ddtrueftion of the temple ; which was about the 
time that Chrift, the great facrifiee for fin, was offered up. 

R. Aben Ezra thinks, by the eyes ate meant the prophets* whom feripture, 
are called feers ; by the hair, the Nazarites; by the teeth, the fttong and 
mighty men ; and by the lips here, die fingers, who fung the high praifes 
of God. 

R. Solomon Jarchi expounds it, of the beauty and ^omeJinefs of the lips, 
in making and keeping prOmifet; as the (pies did to Rahdb tht harlot, whofe 
token to know her houfe by,* was a line of fcarlet. ' * 

Lips are the inftruments of fpeech* and by the church's tips hel*e, ; are 
meant, her words, which the following e*|freffion, and thy fpeeeb is comely, 
manifefts and confirms, which are com bared to a 1 thread of fcarlet ; to a thread 

' ' ' -for 

f Yoma, c. 6. §. 8. in Mifna. * Talmud Yoma, fbl. 39. i. 
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ibr thinncfs, and to % tbttai of fctrlet for colour; for thefc two things, thin- 
4iefs in fubftance, and ndnefs of colour, are the beauty of the lips. Now by 
the church’s lips* or words, are meant, either, 

ift, Her prayers. Chriffs prayers are, in Pfal. xxi. 2. called the requeft 
of bis lips\ and fo may the church’s prayers, and every believer’s, be called 
the requeft of their lips •, which may be compared to a thread of fcarlet , 1. 
For thinnefs. The prayers of believers are not filfcd with great /welling 
words of vanity , but with humble confefiions of fimy .bewailing the corrup- 
tion and depravity of their natures •, earneftly imploring views of pardoning 
grace, and the difeoveries of God’s love fo their fouls; acknowledging that 
*hey are unworthy to receive the leaft mercy and favour at the hand ot God, 
butdeferve the fevered ftrokes ofhisjuftice, and the higheft inftances of his 
difpleafure 5 they do not addrefs the throne of grace with vanity and pride, but 
with an humble boldnefs, and oftentimes under a great deal of brokennefs of 
foul; being confcious of their own guilt, and filled with a fenfe of God’s 
majefty and greatnefs, was it not for the mediator Chrift Jefus, and his pre¬ 
cious blood, which is carried within the Vail, and his fpotlefs righteoufnefs, 
which they are allowed to plead, they durft not prelume to approach the 
divine pretence •, they do not exalt themfelves and magnify their works of 
righteoufnefs, nor extenuate their fins and tranfgreffions, but are filent in the 
one, and frankly acknowledge the other, with all their aggravating circum- 
ftances ; they do not aft like the proud Pharifee, Luke xviii. 11, 12, 13. 
IVho flood and prayed thus with himfelf\ God I thank thee, that I am not as 
other men are, extortioners, unjuft , adulterers, or even as this publican: I faft 
twice in the week , I give tithes of all that I pq[[efs\ but like the poor publican, 
who flood afar off, and would not fo much as lift up ( bis eyes to heaven, but 
fmote upon bis breaft, faying, God be ?nerciful to m+a flutter: The lips of the 
publican, in this prayer, were like to a thread of fcarlet. 2. For their con- 
iiancy and continuance in them : The prayers of believers are like one con¬ 
tinued thread of fcarlet 5 no fooner are fouls born again, but behold, they pray, 
and they continue, or at leaft, ought to continue praying fouls all their days. 
Chrift fpoke a parable to this end, that men ought always to pray, and not to 
faint ; and the apoftle, Col. iv. 2* exhorts believers to continue in prayer, and 
watch in the fame with thankfgiving not that it is intended, in thefe places, 
that perfons fliculd always be aftually engaged in this duty ; but that be¬ 
lievers lhould be often at the throne of grace, and when they are there, be 
importunate for the bleffing they ftand in need of, y watch for a return *of thefe 
prayers, and then be as diligent to attend the throne of grace with thankful- 
nefs; and when this is the common and conftant courfe of a believer’s life, 
his lips may be faid to be like to a thread of fcarlet . 3. For the fervency of 

them : The fcarlet colour may denote the ardency, warmth and fervour of a 
believer’s fpirit in prayer; fuch a warm, fervent, praying foul was Jacob, 
who wreftled with God, and would not ftir without the bleffing, but as a prince 
had power with God , and prevailed ; fuch an one was the Syrophanician woman, 
who would take no denial from Chrift; and fuch an one was Elias, James v, 
i6> i7» 18. who prayed earneftly that it might not rain, and it rained not \ 
and again he prayed, that it might rain, and the heavens gave rain; for the 

4 effectual 



Ver.,3.:*. SONG of S Ob N G S; 


,' 2 3 3 


effeflual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth. much. Now .when be¬ 
lievers are thus fervent and importunate in prayer for the mercy or bldling 
they want, then may their lips be laid to be like a thread of fcarlet. 4. Be- 

caule a believer’s prayers are all tinctured with the blood of Chrift, and fo 
becomelikea thread of fcarlet. They are all prefented through Chrift’s me¬ 
diation, being perfumed with his much incenfe ; a believer does not put them 
up in his own name, but in the name of Chrift; he pleads not his own wor- 
thinefs, but the precious blood of Chrift, and experts that they will meet 
with acceptance only through his mediation. 5. For their acceptablenefs with 
God. The fcarlet colour is the bell of colours, and moft highly efteemed of ; 
the prayers of the faints being offered up in faith, and in the name of Chrift, 
being prefented through his mediation, are very acceptable to God ; they are 
pleafont mufick in his ears, and fweet fragrant odours in his noftrils ; he is 
l'o far from defpiling the prayer of the deftitute 9 that he delights and takes 
pfeafure in it; it is like a thread of fcarlet to him : Or elfe, by the church’s 
lips, we may underftand, 

2 dly 9 Her praifes; as prayer is called the requeft of the lips , fo praife 
is called the fruit of the lips , Heb. xiii. 15. As with our lips we pray 
to God, fo with our lips we praife him *, and the lips of believers in 
praifing, as well as in praying, may be compared to a thread of fcarlet . 1. 

They are thin, like a thread of fcarlet . They are not filled with big-fwoln 
praifes of themfelves, and of what they have done; a believer takes the ad¬ 
vice, the wife man gives, Prov. xxvii. 2. Let another praife thee,, and, not 
thine own mouth ; a Jlranger , and not thine own lips : He does not fpeak in 
xhe commendation of himfelf, but of the goodnefs and grace of God ; he 
praifes him for all temporal mercies, for his being, the prefervation of it, and 
for all the mercies of life, which make it comfortable, acknowlegding that he 
is not worthy of the leafi of the mercies which God has Ihewn him ; and then 
his praifes and thankfgivings rife higher for fpiritual ones, for thofe all fpiri - 
tual blejfingSy with which be is hlefi in heavenly places in Chrift Jefus ; how 
docs he adore, admire and praife diftinguilhing love and grace, that filch a 
poor, blind, ignorant creature as he fhould be called out of darknefs into mar¬ 
vellous light! that iuch a guilty wretch fhould be juftified by Chrift’s righte- 
oufnefs from all his fins! that fuch a filthy creature fhould be wafhed and 
cleanfed in Chrift’s blood, and have v all .his iniquities pardon’d through the 
fame ! that he fhould be adopted into God’s family, and be made an heir of 
God, and a joint heir with Chrift Jefus ! how thankful is he for the gofpel 
and the minifters of it, which have brought him the news of, and fhew’d 
him the way .unto life and falvation by Jefus Chrift? and above all, how 
thankful is he for Chrift, that unfpeakable gift of God’s love ? Now when the 
lips of believers, .in praifing,-move in fuch a drain as this, then may they 
be faid to be like a thread of fcarlet. 2, The praifes of believers are compared 
to a thread of fcarlet, for the heartinefs, fmcerity and affertion that go along 
with them ; as they draw nigh to him with ik&fe mouths , and honour him with 
their lips 9 fo their hearts are not far fropAfta\m \ all the while they are 
praifing, the fire of love burns within them, their fouls are enflamed with it, 
and their lips look like fcarlet, being touched with a live coal from off God’s 

H h . altar. 
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alrar. 3. For the aCrtptiblenefs of theta* through Chrift's mediation: 
Our praifes, as well as our prayers, muft be tinjured with Chrift*$ blood \ 
they mull be offered up by him, for no other way are thefe facrifices well 
pleafing to God, or accepted with him. Or, 

3 dly y By her lips may be meant the doctrines of the gofpel, delivered by 
her minifters; which are the church’s lips, that drop as an honey comh y and 
publifh the glad tidings of peace, life and falvation to poor fouls. Now thefe 
doftrinesof grace, delivered by them, maybe compared to a thread of fear- 
lit ; 1. Becaufe they are fpun out of the feriptures; all feripture being di¬ 
vinely infpired, 3*o7rwro?, breached by God; is profitable for doflrine> as well 
as for other things ; it is the fountain from whence all the doftrines of grace 
fpring, and the Lydian (tone, by which they are all try’d ; for whatfoever is 
not according to this law and tejlimony , is not to be received : Hence Chrift 
advifes to fearch the feriptures , and the noble Berdans are commended for do¬ 
ing fo. 2. This fcarlet thread of the gofpel, being fpun out of the ferip¬ 
tures, is fmooth and even ; there is an harmony and agreement in the truths 
of the gofpel; there is no jar and difeord among them ; this great trumpet 
does not give an uncertain found ; the doftrines of it are not yea and nay , con- 
tradiftory to one another, and truth itfelf, but are all of a piece, like one fingle 
fcarlet thread ; there is a clofe conneftion between them ; they are linked and 
chained together, and cannot be feparated ; they look like and are anfwerable 
to one another; there is a proportion or analogy of faiths according to which 
they are all meafured. 3. The great fubjefts of the gofpel are the blood, 
death and fufferings of a crucified Chrift ; we , fays the apoftle, 1 Cor . i. 23. 
preach Chrift crucified: A crucified Chrift was thefum and fubftanceof their 
miniftry ; therefore the gofpel, and the doftrines of it, may well be compared 
to a fcarlet thread: The chief doftrinesof the gofpel are, that the pardon of 
fin is procured by Chrift’s blood 5 that he has made peace and reconciliation 
for finners* by the blood of his crofs j that finners are juftified by his blood, 
and fo lhall be faved from wrath to come ; that Chrift fanftifies his people 
with his blood, and has by it opened the gates of heaven for them ; that it is 
by that he himfelf has entered into the holy of holies, and by which faints 
have a right fo to do. Now thefe are the fcarlet coloured doftrines of the 


gofpel. Which, 4. Are valuable, precious, and highly to be efteemed of as 
fcarlet; they are comparable to gold, filver, and precious ftones ; which an¬ 
gels defire to look into, and are by faints, preferred to their neceflary food ; 
yea, are dearer to them than their lives, or any thing in' life; witnefs the fines, 
imprifonments, lofs of goods, racks, tortures, and death itfelf, which they 
have voluntarily and chearfully underwent for the fake of it: Thus her lips 
are like a thread of fcarlet . 

It is further added, and tby fpeecb is comely \ which words are cxegecical 
of the former, and manifeftly lhejv what is intended by her lips, m her 
fpeech, which is laid to be Comely , i. t. graceful, amiable, and to bedefired. 
And fo is, (1.) A believerV fpeech concerning Chrift. When believers 
fpeak to others of what Chrift is unto them, how he is of God made unto 
them, wifdom, righteoufnefs 7 fanffification and redemption j and of what.he has 

done 
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done for them* in atoning for their fins, bringing 4 n an ex^erIaftrHgrighteoufi¬ 
ne fs, and favittg them from fin, law, death arid,hell; when they Ipeaic of 
the glories of his perfon, the precioufnefs and efficacy of his blood, the ex^ 
cellency of his righteoufnefs, and compleatnefs of his facrifice ; when believers 
fpeak often one to another of thefe, be hearkens and hears , Iiftens as it were to 
hear' what they talk of, and puts it down in the book of his remembrance , as 
being well pleafed with it. 2. The fpeech of a believer is graceful and come¬ 
ly to Chrift, when they fpeak for him, in vindication of his perfon, people, 
truths and ordinances; for he fays, Mat. x. 32. fVbofoever Jhall confefs me 
before men, him will I confefs alfo before my father in heaven . 3.* The fpeech 

of a believer to Chrilt, is exceeding grateful and well pleafing, whether it be 
in prayer or in praife, as has been already ffiewn : Hence Chrilt fays, Ch . ii. 14. 
Let me fee thy countenance , let me hear thy voice \ for fweet is thy voice , and thy 
countenance is comely . 4. It may intend the gracefulnefs of a believer’s fpeech 

in "his common converfation; it being attended with grace, and feafoned with 
fait , minifters grace unto the hearers ; is not infectious, pernicious and de- 
flruftive, as the corrupt and unfavoury communication of the wicked is, 
but tends to the pleafure, profit and edification of others. 

II. Her temples are next commended in thefe words, which is the fifth 
particular inftanced in the churches beauty; thy temples are like, a piece of a 
pomegranate within thy locks . R. Aben Ezra interprets thefe Words of the 
priefts, who had pomegranates of blue, purple and fcarlet round about the 
hem of the Epbod , which they wore ; but the Argum, on the place, under¬ 
stands by the temples , the king who was the head of the people of Ifrael, and 
was full of good works, as thq pomegranate is of kernels, and by the locks, 
the governors and princes, who were next to him ; but it feems molt agree¬ 
able, that ecclefiaftical officers are here intended, whom Chrilt has placed in 
his church tb take care of the difciplirte of his houfe, as well as to maintain and 
defend the gofpel. 

That there is and ought to be filch officers in churches, who have the pre- 
fiding, ruling, governing power therein, not only the nature of fpcieties re¬ 
quires, but the fcripture alfo does abundantly confirm, more efpecially the 
following ones ; Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double ho - 
nour, &c. Obey them that babe the \rule over you , &c. He that ruleth 
with diligence , 1 Tim. V. 17. Hkb. xili. 17. Rom. xii. 8. Their work is not 
only to preach the gofpel and feed the flock with’Wholefome fbpd, but to 
admonilb, warn and rebuke thofe who Hand in need thereof, to lay on and 
take off cenfures, to open and Ihut the doors of the church, i.e. inadmifiion 
and excommunication of members. Now this power is originally in the 
church, and only derivatively in them ; they are but the adminiftrators of it, 
in the church’s name ; they have nodefpotiC, arbitrary and tyrannical power 
lodged in their hands, to role at pleafure, but are limited by the laws of 
Chrift, which he has provided for the orderly government of his houfe? which 
they are to fee put in execution: Now thefe may be called. 
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Firfii The church’s^p^. 

1/, The Semples are called, in the Hebrew tongue, by 4 1 word which 
fignifies thinnefs and tendernefs, becaufe the temples have tut little flelh 
upon them, and are covered only with ajhin (kin ; which may teach us, 
1. That thofe perfons who are called to fucli a work and office in Chrift’s 
houfe, though it cannot otherwife be,, but they , mu ft have flefli as well as 
fpiritin them, being men of like paflionsand affeflions with others, yet thefe 
more efpccially ought not to live in and walk after the flefb p there fhould be a 
Ids appearance of carnality in. them,* and; a greatei* difeovery of fpiritual 
miudednefs, and of the life and power of* godlinefs in their convcrfations ; 
therefore the apoftle is very particular in giving their chara&ers, 1 Tim. iii. 
1, 2,. 3, 4* £,6, 7. 9. 2. It may alfo.tea'cli us, tWt there ought 

to be a great deal of .tendernefs in them, and ufed by therp in the dilcharge 
of their work ; for in fp. doing, they are like .to be moft fuccefsful: Admoni¬ 
tions and reproofs for fiii, ■ mildly and tenderly given, are often, kindly taken j 
they are like an excellent ad^whub does"hot break the head, but wins the.heart. 
Tender-heartednefs is requifjte in all ChrjftiVns, but more efpecially in officers 
of churches, who are to deal aa tenderly with perfons, as chirurgeons do in 
dreffing wounds, or in fetting broken or. djflocated bone;* : Hence the apoftle 
in Gal vi..i. ufes a metaphor taken fropUlienf ;you that are fpiritual reftore , 
joint in, orfet. in joint again,. l fuev an one in'the fpirit of meeknefs ; 
though , tis true, in fome cafcs,‘iliarpne^ is’tq bi ufed, a,iw]^n there is ag^n.- 
grene in a member, which endangers the feo r dY, there muft’be a cutting off, 
an amputation of the member: So per£oo$> wh^n all means have been tried 
for their recovery and .reftoration,,. and there \s no reclaiming* them from an 
error in dodtrine or practice,, they are not ohJjjtp he’rebuked fharply, but to 
be cut off from the be^y|$He church. f j. ,.* ’ • 

2i/y, The temples ^re called in Greek ? .*porqlpod k from the evident beating 
of the pulfe there ; now as a perfon’s conftitution may be judged of by the 
beating of his pulfe, fo may.the conjltajtioo.iof. a church, by her temples, 
the officers, in their ad minift ration of affairs : If church-qifcipline.js neglefted, 
and Chrift’s laws are not put in execution againft delinquents, the church is in 
a bad ftate, and in an unhealthful and declining condition ; and on the con¬ 
trary, when officers are lively, zealous and diligent in .their .work, and all 
things are kept in a juft order and decorum % :\ht church is then in an healthful 
and flourifhirg condition. '■ 

3 dly. The temples are placed between )^ ^s and thenars j.'anjJ church-of¬ 
ficers being called fo, teaches ps, that they need of bpth in managing the 
affairs of. Chrift’s houfe., Chrift indeed, pemg God 'omnifeient, Jjhall not judge 
after tb( t fight, of his eyesf neither reprove after the hearing of his ears ; but wc 
have not of her way of judging than by the fight of our eyes,, and by the bear¬ 
ing tff opr,ears'* and theijdope, both are,to T be employed The eats of c^urqb- 
officers. are .to be open, without rcfpe&of perfons, to rich and* poor, highland 
low* they are to hear complaints and charges exhibited, if introduced ip a 
regular manner, and then the evidence to fuppoft thefe ; complaints and 

. j-.T charges; 

1 Vid. R. David Kimchium, in lib. Shoraih. rad. pp*V k n«f« to *(onto tvi 
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charges •, they muft alfo hear the anfwers of the perfon or perlbrts accufed 
and complained of, and muft not Ihut their eyes againft clear light and plain 
evidence. 


Secondly , Thefe temples are laid ro be within the loch, which may teach 
us, • That admonitions, in cafe of private offences, ought to be given 
privately, according to that golden rule given by our .Lord; Mat . xviii. 15, 
16, 17. If thy'brother (hall trefpafs agair.ft thee, go and tell him his fault be* 
tween thee and him alone ; let no one know it before thou haft told him, and 
let none be wkh thee when thou doft ; if he Jhall bear thee , thou haft gained 
thy brother ; therefore, for ever alter, never fpeak of it to others, or upbraid 
him with ic ; but if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, 
that in the mouth of two or three witnejfes , every word may be eftablifhed 5 and 
if he Jhall neglett to hear them, matters being thus prepared, tell it unto the 
church •, and then thou fh&It have witneffes to fupport and make good thy al¬ 
legations : This rule is fo plain and eafy, that one would think, none could 
miftakc or go afide from it; and was it but clofely adhered to, would pre¬ 
vent a great deal of fcandal and reproach that is caft upon religion, as well 
as a great many difhirbances occafioned in churches by the negled of it; and 
in fo doing,, the church’s temples, in this branch of the adminiftration of dif- 
cipline, may be laid to be within her locks; though it is true, in cafe of 
publick offences, admonitions and rebukes are to be given publickly, that 
others may fear, 1 Tim. v. 20. 2. It may alfo teach us, that all the affairs 

and concerns of churches, ought to be kept private, and not blazed about in 
the world *, their debates and determinations ought not to be told to other 
churches, unlefs there is a neceffity for it, much lefs told in Gath, and pub- 
lifhed in the Jlrects of Aflcelon; for every particular church fhould be as a 
garden inclofsd, a fpring fhut up, a fountain fealed , Cant. iv. 12. 3. The 

temples being within the locks, may denote the humility of church-officers 
in their work; they lie hid under the hair, the reft of believers ; they do 
not rife up above them, though they are taller and higher than they are in 
gifts and grace, as well as by vertue of their office and ltation in the church ; 
yet they are, in their own efteem, lefs than the leaft of all faints : They* do 
not affume to themfelves a domination and lordly power over God y s heritage ; 
they do not impofe their fentiments upon the churches : for final determina¬ 
tions in cafes, but humbly fubmit themfelves, preferring the judgment of the 
church to their own private ones •, they become all thing* to all, that they 
may fave fome. 4. May be expreffive of the beauty of church-difcipline. 
That church appears very beautiful, like the temples within the locks where 
the gofpel is faithfully preached, the ordinances purely adminiftred, and the 
laws of Chrift’s houfe ftrictly regarded. Believers who walk together in the 
order, as well as in the faith of the gofpel, appear very beautiful, ftately, and 
magnificent to fpedators ; thfcy are like a company^of' borfesin Pharaoh^ cha¬ 
riot, or like a garden with a variety of ! flowers well weeded and taken care* 
©f, or an orchard of pomegranates, well dreffed and managed; on the contra¬ 
ry, a church in which no regard is had to order and difeipline, it is like the 
jjeld of thejlothful , and the vineyard of the man void of underjlanding, which is. 

a all.. 
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all over-run with thorns and nettles* its fence and flotrr wall being broken 
down .. 

Thirdly, Thefe temples are fait! to be like a piece of a pomegranate , not a 
piece of the tree, but of the fruit, the Ihell ot rind being broken; fo the Sep- 
tuagint render it *• The land of Canaan was a land of pomegranates j they 
grew there in great plenty, and therefore are frequently mentioned inthitfong. 

ift. The iruit, when the fhell or rind is broken, appears to be full of 
grains or kernels, and therefore is called a pomegranate \ and the church’s 
temples are faid to be like to a broken piece of a pomegranate, that is full of 
kernels ; becaufe thofe who are called to fuch work and office in the church, 
as has been mentioned, Ihould be men, full of the Holy Gbojl , as Stephen was \ 
they Ihould be as full of the gifts and graces of the fpirit, as the pomegra¬ 
nate is of kernels, that they may be capable of difeharging the work aright: 
Chrift knows full well that they ftand in need of fuch, and therefore, as he 
has received gifts for men , fo he gives them to mens to qualify them for the 
work of the miniftry, and for the well ordering and governing of his churches \ 
and yet, notwithftanding all that they receive, they are obliged to fay with 
the apoftle, Who is fufficient for thefe things ? And as they fhould be men full of 
the fpirit, fo like wife m full of good works, and thefe vifible to men, even as the 
kernels of the pomegranate are when broken; their light Jhould Jhine before, men \ 
they Ihould have a good report of them that are without, and be examples to thofe 
that are within ; and when they are fo, then may the church’s temples be faid 
to be like a piece of a pomegranate within her locks . Alfo the pomegranate, 
when broken, appearing to be full of kernels, all fet in a beautiful order, 
and joined to each other, may be exprefiive of that union, harmony, and 
confent of church-members, with their officers, in aftsof difeipline ; cenfures 
are laid and took off, members are received or rejected, not by fome fingle 
perfon or perfons, but by the joint confent and unanimous voice of the whole 
church. 


2 dly y As this fruit is full of kernels, fo, when broken, there fprings from 
it a reddifh, purple, fweet and delightful juice : Hence you read of the juice 
of the pomegranate, Ch. viii. 2. which the church would caufe Chrift to drink 
of \ and nothing is more delightful in Chrift’s eye, odorous to his fmell, and 
fweet to his tafte, than this juice of the pomegranate is, viz. a pure admi- 
niftration of his ordinances, and a ftrift regard and clofe adherence to the laws 
of his houfe ; nay, even to believers themfelves, refult from hence pleafure, 
delight and fatisfa&ion. 


3 4 b, The fruit of the pomegranate is very ufcful in medicine. 1. For re- 
prefling “ the heat of choler, and malignity of fevers. God's children too 
often fall out by the way *, there are frequently differences and divifions 
among them: Many of them are of hot fiery and choleric difpofmons, do not 
know, what fpirits they are of \ and at every turn are, like the difciples, 
for calling for fire from heaven upon thofe who have difobliged them. Now 
officers in churches are like a piece of a pomegranate, they allay and reprefs 

thefe 


1 pann nbco BOnw, ** XfVt/fci Stpt. Sicut fragmen mali punici, Vulg. Ar, Mon - 
taM \ . * So T. Bab. Chagiga foL 26. 1. Targum and R. Sol. Jarchi in loc. ? Fernel. 
method, medend. 1. 5. c. 3. 
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thefe heats, by wholefome advice and proper admonitions; they are inftru- 
meats in making peace, and reconciling differing brethren, and either remove 
the caufes of contention, or elfe with the confent of the church, remove 
thofe who are the caufes of thefe divifions and contentions. 2. For 0 flop¬ 
ping the fluxes of the belly; the pomegranate is of an aftringent nature, the 
kernelk L bind more than the juice, and the lhell or rind more than either. The 
officers'of churches are ufeful in putting a flop to loofe and diforderly prac¬ 
tices, by warning, admonilhing, rebuking or withdrawing from thofe who- 
walk diforderly. 3. For? comforting the ftomach and bowels. So thefe 
officers comfort the children of God ; for as they warn the unruly , fo they 
comfort the feeble minded , and fupport the weak, by directing them to the 
perfon, blood, righteoulhefs and fulnefs of Chrift Jefus; by delivering the 
fweet doftrines,. and opening the precious promifes of the gofpel. 

Thus church-officers in managing the affairs of Chrift’s houfe, in conjunc¬ 
tion with his church, may be called her temples , which are like a piece ofapome- 
granate within her locks : Likewife the temples, taken in a large fignification, 
not only intend that part of the face, between the ears and eyes, and up¬ 
wards, but includes the cheeks alfo; and fo the q Septuagint translate the word 
here; and thefe being compared to a piece of pomegranate within her locks, 
may denote her modefty, ffiamefacednefs and beauty. 1. Her modefty; the 
cheeks are the feat thereof, and being within her locks, give the greater evi¬ 
dence of it. The church of Chrift, or believers, are very humble and mo- 
deft;, they think the worftof themfelves and the beft of others, and fo take 
the apoftle’s advice, Phil . ii. 3. Let each efieem'other better than themfelves : 
They are apt to think every faint has more grace and lefs fin and corruption in 
him than they have, and efteem themfelves the lead of faints, and the chief 
of finnersthey frankly acknowledge, that all they have, and all they are, is 
owing to the grace of God ; that whatfoever they have, either of nature or 
grace, whether temporal or fpiritual, they have received from him ; and what¬ 
ever they are,, they fay it is by the grace of God , they are what they are ; they 
do not envy the gifts and grace of God, which are beftowed on others, but 
could wiffi with Mofes , Numb. xi. 29. that all the Lord's people were pro¬ 
phets ; yet they could be glad of more themfelves, and are not puffed up 
with what they have, and therefore are far from defpifing others, who are in¬ 
ferior to them ; they are willing to be inftruCted by and receive admonition 
from the meaneft faint; they are very fparing in fpeaking of themfelves, like 
their dear Lord, their voice is not heard in theJlreet ; and when they do open 
their mouths, it is not in commendation of themfelves and their own righ- 
teoufaefs, but in lamenting the depravity and pollution of their natures; in 
acknowledging the imperfection of their obedience, and that when they have 
done all they can they are but unprofitable fervants*. 2. Her fhamefaced- 
nefs and blulhing ; which is elegantly fet forth by the broken piece of the 
lhell or rind of the pomegranate, tinCtured with the red and purple juice 
thereof. A believer oftentimes blufhes before God under a fenfe of fin, and 

elpecially 

°Plin. nat. hift. 1 . 23. c. 6. f Ibid. 9 m^ok an Sept . Gena tua, Pagnin . Gen?e 
tus, VuL Lat . 
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efpecially when committed againft loye, grace and mercy *,Thds we read of 
Ezra> Ch. ix. 6. That he was n/batned a nd blufhed to lift ufi : his face to God, 
bccaufe that grace bad been Jbewed them from him, and,he had left them a 
remnant to efcape , and had given them a nail in bis holy plocty and i had ex¬ 
tended mercy to them in the fight of the kings of Perfia ; and yet, after, ajl this, 
they had forfaken bis commandment ; it is this which cots and grieves a be¬ 
liever’s heart, and fills his face with frame and •confufion ; and neyer iioorc 
is he put to the bluih than when he views fin in,$bc glafs of pardoning 
grace and pacifying love, according to Ezek. xvi* ,3 Kbat thou mayefi re¬ 
member and be confounded^ and never open thy mouth any more , becaufe of thy 
Jbatne y when lam pacified towards thee : Then are their,cheeks like a piece of 
a pomegranate within their locks; they bluih when no,eye,fees thejn, and for 
that which none ever faw or could charge them, with; and,wheqeyer. they 
are charged with or reproved for fin, they have not a brow of br.afs, to outface 
the charge, but foon difeover their ccmfcioufnefs of guilt, by the bluihing 
of their countenance. Moreover, whenever they caft their eyes upon their 
own.righteoufnefs, they are alhamed of it, it being nothing but filthy rags, 
and as an unclean things and oftentimes, when they come into Chrift’s pre- 
fehce, not having that holy boldnefs and confidence of faith in him, they 
hang their heads, and dare notfo much as lift.up their eyes to him ; where¬ 
fore he fays to them, as in Ch . ii. 14. Let me fee thy countenance ; let me hear 
thy voice , for fweet is thy voice , and thy countenance is comely ; and that in 
order to remove their fears, chear their fouls, and encourage their faith. 
3. Her beauty. When a pomegranate is broken, there appears a reddifli 
juice, interfpread between the white kernels, which gives a lively idea of her 
beauty, Ihe being, as (he fays of her beloved, white and ruddy , and fo a per¬ 
fection of beauty her modeft drefs and bluihing looks, her temples or 
cheeks being within her locks, and thefe like a piece of a pomegranate, made 
her extremely beautiful in Chrift’s eye. Modeft and humble fouls he fixes his 
eye on, and delights to dwell with ; to thefe he will give more grace, and 
will beautify them, yet more with his falvation. 


, . *. • 1 

Ver. 4. ‘Thy neck is like the tower of David builded for an armou¬ 
ry, whereon there hang a thoufand bucklers , all fields of mighty 
men. , 

' . *...•< 

I N this verfeChrift proceeds to 'Qvt'afixth inftance of the church’s beau¬ 
ty, and compares her nttk to the tower of David, (Ac. The L'argum^ by 
her neck underftands the chief of the feffion or great council , who for his works 
and worthinefs, was like Dtoid, king of IfraeL R. Aben Ezra expounds it 
of the king, and the bucklers and fhields of the princes. R. Solomon Jarchi in¬ 
terprets the neck of the chamber of hewn ftone , where the great council fat, 
which, he fays, was the ftrength and fortrefs of Ifrael ; the bucklers or fhields, 
the law> which is a Ihield or buckler to Ifrael , which God hath commanded 

to 
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to a thoufand generations : And a others <>f the Jewifh writers think, that 
by the necky the boufe of the fanfttiary of temple is intended \ though rather, 
by the church’s neck are meant, either, 

Firjty The minifters of the gofpel; who, i. As the neck, are placed next 
the head, in the more eminent part of the body ; they are fet above the reft 
of th& members, but yet in fubjeftion to Chrift the head ; they are fixed be* 
tween the head and the body, and are ruled by the one, and govern the other - 
but with no other laws but what are given forth by the head. 2. As the 
neck, they are adorned with chains of gold, which are the gifts and graces 
of the fpirit * which, in a variety, are given to them, to make them both 
beautiful and ufeful in the place wherein they are fet. 3. As the neck joins 
to the head, fo they hold to the head, Chrift Jefus, and nothing can feparate 
them from him ; the flatteries and allurements of the world cannot draw 
.them, nor its terrors, reproaches and perfecutFons, drive them from Chrift; 
but they ftiil efpoufe his caufe, vindicate his perfon, preach his gofpel, and 
hold faft their profeflion, though it be with the peril of their lives. 4. As 
the neck, they bear up and fupport the head, /. e. the name, caufe and 
intereft of Chrift Jefus: So the apoftle Paul is faid to be a chofen veffel , 
to bear Chrift’s name among the Gentiles , Ads ix. 15. 5. As the neck joins 

the body to the head, fo they bring fouls near to Chrift, who are afar off-, and 
that by preaching peace to them that were afar off 9 and to them that are nigh ; 
they lhew fouls the way of falvation, and dired them to a crucified Chrift s 
they woo and befeech them, and are the inftruments of efpoufing them to him. 
6. As the neck is the means of conveying food to the body, fo they are the 
means of conveying fpiritual food to fouls from Chrift. All fpiritual food 
and nourifliment is derived to the members from Chrift the head ; and very 
frequently through the miniftry of the word, Chrift gives his miniftring fer- 
vants, light, knowledge, and underftanding in gofpel-truths, that they may 
feed others therewith ; he breaks the bread of life, and gives it to them, that 
they may give to every one their portion, as he took the loaves and diftri* 
buted to his difciples, and they to the multitude. Now this neck of the 
church may be compared to the tower of David. 

The tower of David * was either the ftrong hold of 2 ion % which he took 
from the JebuftteSy and rebuilt, or fome other tower erefted by him for an ar¬ 
moury, wherein his worthies or mighty men hung up their fliields; fuch an 
one as the houfe of the foreft of Lebanon , afterwards built by Solomon , was, 
where he put two hundred targets, and three hundred Jhields, all made of 
beaten gold ; and therefore mention is mad© in Ifa . xxii. 8. of the armour of 
the houfe of the foreft. Now the minifters of the gofpel may be compared 
to David's tower. The Lord fays of Jeremy , Ch. vi.. 27.. lhave fet thee for 
a tower and fora forirefs among my people. (i.)They may be compared to the 

.. ; "..v ■' v- v.-; • > . ■ •’ tower 

a Vid. Zoharin Gen. folJ' and YaHeut• 

b Turrit David. MunttaArexcelfa vdlde, qux in duarum voraginum angulo,' in prxruptfle ru- 
pis Colie ex quadris lapidttjuv feiTb & plumbdU&iffolubtJiter compaginatis,’ a Divide rege edifi- 
cata erat. (Jujus fingulam fordtodo & eg regia puldttitudo ad coitttaCndatianem iponfee Chrift 
qua eft ecclefia, a Solormne prdduQttir, cam ait, fitut tarris David, collum iuum. Sec. /idrichon. 
fheatrum Terra: Santt#, p'. 1 
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Htoer of David, for it* Might: Towers ate ufually built very high* and no 
doubt, this tower of David's was built fo; minifters are feirin the highpft 
poft and place in Chrift’s houfe, are callfed with the high calling of God , to the 
greateft Work therein ; and are endowed with the largeft mealurcs of gifts 
and grace for it, and ought to be highly ejleemtd of for their works fake. (*.) For 
its ereftnefs : Towers are built ereft, and for thisreafon the neck is compared 
to one ; the beauty of the neck confifting in its ftraightftefs and uprightnefs j 
which may fee forth the integrity and uprightnels of minifters, . both in 
doftrine and converfation ; as Chrift has counted them faithful, and put them 
into the mini fry, and has put the word of reconciliation into their hands, fo they 
will not let it go, but will boldfajl she faithful word , Whatever it coft them, or 
whatever be the confequence of it* Moreover they ate as carefOl to hold it 
forth in their lives, and to exereija a good confcicnee vttid of offence, both towards 
God and man . (3.) For its llrength : Towers, as they are built high attdupright, 
fo they are ufually buik ftrong, and, no doubt, but this Tower of David's was. 
The minifters of the gofpel like towers, are ftrdng and immoveable, cannot 
be eafily moved away from the hope of the gofpel % bonds and imprifonment 
will not move them, nor death itfelf fcare them from it; but like ftrong 
towers and walls of brafs, they ftand the batteries of fatan and the world, 
4. Towers were built for defence, and fo, perhaps, was this of David’s ; 
minifters of the gofpel are fet for the defence of it, and they have been en¬ 
abled fo well to do it, that it has not been in the power of the enemy, hither- 
co, to take and deftroy it. 5. Sometimes they are buik to watch in ; thus 
we read of a watch tower, in Hab.i i. 1. Minifters of the gofpel are repre- 
fented as watchmen, whofe work is to give warning of, and to prevent ap¬ 
proaching danger, and to watch over and for the fouls of men. 0 . This tower 
of David wa9 built for an armoury % on which were hung a tboufand buckler 
&c. This may intend that furniture which minifters haVe for their work, and 
that TTflc/oirAia, or whole armour of God, which they are fupplied with out of 
the fcripturcs, to defend the gofpel againft all oppofers. And fo. 

Secondly , By the church's neck , which is compared to the tower of David, 
may be underftood alfo, the fcriptures of truth; which, 1. As the neck is 
joined to the head, and being craft, difeovers and makes it confpicuous ; 

fo 


* The Hebrew word n)*£)Vn 19 only ufed in this place, and is left untranflased by the Sep- 
tmagimt. Jewiih writers differ about the feofe apd derivation pfit, Some, as R. Aben Ezra ob- 
ferv'ts, take it to be a compound word, of JTjn to hang, find Mouths or edges, i. e, of 
fwords 5 and fo fuppofe this tower to bo built to hang up fwords in \ which agrees well enough 
with our tranflatioo, and with Jmmi and Tremrilms'* verion, who render the word, ad arm** 
ria: Others think, that it is com p oun d ed of 7 H ** fTVfi mouths , edges, or comers, 

and fo intends an heap of ftones. bujlt up very high and ftrong, cut in various forms and comers: 
So Kim chi in lib. Shorajb. rad. 77IV which arc no other tun the pinnacles or battlements of 
lowers; accordingly Arisu Montana* tenders the words, celfm acumma; and Cocceius translates it, iu 
■molemptauMrurn: Others derive k from rj^ .to tenth, andfupppfcit to intend fome very beautiful 
frnidnre, which nfight ferve as a pattern, apdbf very inftruSive to artificers: So Jarcbi in he. 
though £. Jonah in Xtmcbi, lib. Shorafi. rad. tpfit thinks that it was defigned to (hew travellers 
their way; accordingly Pagniue reads it, ad docendstm trasefeuutes, and the figurine veriion, ad 
ufum dirigendi homines ; in which fenfe it may eafily be ajmlied to the mini&rs of the gofpel, 
whofe bofinefa is to Jbeiv men the way of falvation ; ana (0 the WOld of God, which is a 
fight tp ou tfegt, and m Ian thorn to our paths. 
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ib the feriptures being war to Chrift, ppiht-hicn. out, lead and <&reft (bull 
unto him ; - they hold him forth, and dtfcovcr him to them ; and therefore 
Chrift exhorts us, Jobn v. 39. to fearcb the fttiplures, and for our encourage¬ 
ment, declares, that they teftify of him. a. They are the means of con* 
veytng fpiritual breath to fouls : The words which Chrift Xpeaks, and when 
he Xpeaks them to the foul, they are fpirit , and they are life ; and When at¬ 
tended,with an, almighty power, they make dry bones live, and become the 
favour of life unto lift to dead finners. 3. They are the means of convey¬ 
ing fpiritual food, as well as fpiritual breath ; ;as through the neck our breath 
is drawn, and food communicated to us, fo through the feriptures we have 
fpiritual breath and fpiritual food \ they fupply us with that which is nou- 
rtfhing and fatisfying, delightful and pleafant, fweeter than the honey or the 
honey comb. . 4. As the neck is beautified with chains of gold ; fo are the ferip* 
cures befpangled with glorious truths and precious promifes, where every 
truth is a golden link, and every promife a pearl, to a believing foul. 

Now this neck of the church, the facred feriptures, may very juftly be re 
prefented by the tower of David, (1.) For height: The feriptures are an high 
tower; the truths and do&rines contained therein, are fublime, they are our 
of fight, beyond the reach, and above the capacity of a natural man; they 
are things which the carnal eye hath not feen, the carnal heart cannot con¬ 
ceive of, and which are only known, judged, valued and efteemed by the 
fpiritual man, to whom the fpirit of God has revealed thefe deep things ; for 
there are heights and depths in the facred volumes, which require an eagle’s 
eye and an angel’s heart. (2.) For ftrength, firmnefs and immoveablenefs. 
Satan and his emiffaries have ufed all their art and cunning, and employed all 
their power and might to remove the feripture out of the worid, but they 
have found it a burdenfome fione unto them ; the gates of hell and earth have 
not been able to prevail agairft it \ it has ftood, and ever will, immoveable as 
a rock, and impregnable as a tower. (3.) *Tis like David's tower, built for 
an armoury , whereon hang a thou [and bucklers, allfhields of mighty men : From 
hence are faints furnifhed with fpiritual armour. [1.] To repel fatan’s temp¬ 
tations. When that enemy of fouls fet upon Chrift in the . wildernefe, and 
threw his fiery darts, and poifoned arrows at him, he defended himfelf and 
vanquifhed the enemy with bucklers and fhields, and the like pieces of ar¬ 
mour, taken out of this armoury ; he repelled and weakened the force of his 
temptations, by faying, at every affault of the tempter; It is written, fo or 
fo ; and thus likewife believers are enabled to do more or lefs; there is no 
better weapon to engage with that enemy, than the fword of the fpirit , which 
is the word of God ; neitherds there a better ftorehoufe and magazine of fpi¬ 
ritual armour than the feriptures be: The reafon why thofe young men, in 
1 John ii> 14. are laid to overcome the wicked one, is, becaufe the word of 
God abode in them. ,[2.] To defend the gofpel and refute erroneous doc¬ 
trines : Thus Chrift refuted the errors of the Pharifees, concerning the law, 
and of the Sadducees concerning the refurreflion from the dead, and proved 
the fpirituality of the one, and confirmed the truth of the other, by ferip¬ 
ture- teftimonics: So Paul and Apollos mightily convinced the Jews, and 

I i 2 proved 
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proved from the Jeftis Was the Chrifti the true Mefliah; for 

as in 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. All [criptute is given by infpitdtidn of God y and is 
profitable for do&rine , for reproof\ for correBion y for inftrufiion in rigbteouf - 
ttefs , that $he mm of God , every believer, and more efpecially aminifter of 
Chrift, may be perfect, thoroughly furnifned to every good work ; and. particu¬ 
larly to defend truth, and refute error, for which he tnay be abundantly Tup- 
plied out of this armoury •, for here hang a thoufand bucklers , and thefe are 
all fhields cf mighty men \ which mighty men may ule, and by which they 
may perform mighty actions, and do great exploits. • 

* Thirdly y By the church’s neck, which is compared to the tower of David, 
wc may alio underftand the grace of faith •, and, r. As- die neck is united to 
the head and members, fo believers being united to Chrift, lay hold upon 
him by faith, and clofely adhere to him : By faith Chrift dwells m our 
hearts, and by faith we dwell in him, being one with him. 2. It bears*up 
and exalts the head ; there is no grace which brings that glory to Chrift, ^nd 
honours him as this does ; it is a foul-emptying, felf-abafing, and Chfift- 
exalting grace. 3. Through it are conveyed, and by it are derived from 
Chrift the head, all life, food and nourifhment to our fouls; it is by faith 
wc live on Chrift, and receive life, and the comfortable fupplies of itall 
food and nourilhment comes from Chrift the head ; which faith receives, and 
conveys unto us. 4. It is adorned with other graces and good works; the 
other graces of the (pint, fuch as hope, fear, love, humility, patience, feIf- 
denial, £sV. are like chains of gold about this neck •, befidcs, there are alfo 
the fruits of righteoufnefs which attend it, and make it look very beautiful 
and amiable. 5. It is like to the neck for ereCtnefs; it looks not down¬ 
wards, but upwards to Chrift, who is the author and fintfher of it ; it is at¬ 
tended with an humble boldnefs, an holy confidence, and a becoming chear- 
fulnefs. 

This may now be compared to the tower of David, (1.) For its height: 
The author of this grace of faith, is the moft high God; it has its original 
from above ; its objeCt is Chrift, who is made higher than the heavens , and to 
him it looks, on him it lives, in him it dwells, and is ftill prefling on to¬ 
ward the marky for the prize of the high calling of God in Chrifl Jeftts. (2.) It 
is Kke a tower builded for an armoury: Faith is the believer’s defence, his 
buckler and fhield, whereby he is enabled to quench the fiery darts of fatan ; 
faith makes ufe of God as its fhield, being encouraged To to do, by the de¬ 
claration of grace, made to Abraham y Gen. xv. 1. Fear not, lam tby fhieldy 
and thy exceeding great reward: Faith improves and make9 ufe of every per¬ 
fection in God, as a fhield, his love, grace, power, faithfulnefs, Faith 
makes ufe of all God’s promifes as fuch ; there is never a promife in the gof- 
pel, but will ferve for a buckler and fhield for faith, which believers, at 
one time or another, have alfo ufed as fuch ; but more efpecially, faith ufes 
Chrift as.fuch, who is the believer’s fun and fhieldy and will give grace and 
glory to them, and will withhold no good thing from them i Chrift, indeed, 
rather than faith, is a ftorehoufe and magazine of armour, whereon hang a 
thoufand bucklers ; in whom an inexhauftible, overflowing, and allTufficient 

fulnefs 
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fulnels of grape dwells, from .whence faithjf fupnifl?.ed with, allt forts of grace, 
and every needful piece of spiritual armour,; .ir- u. ' 


/ ■'V'.'lw 


Ver. ,5;. Tfty two breafts are like two young rots that are twins, which 
. Jfefd among the lilies. ' 


T HESE words contain t hpjevsntb and laft. particular inftance of the 
church’s beauty, in which,her breafis are compared to twoyomg roes, 
very elegantly, exprefljng the beauty of them j thdy are compared'*) two young 
roes for fmalnefs, iarge breafts npt being accounted handfome ; to young roes 
that are twins, bccaufe they^rppf, equal fizeand bignefs, not one larger and 
higher than the other, fqr.that.would-be a deformity ; and to two young roes 
that feed among the. I flies, which-.-are fat and plump,, and fo well exprelTes the 
fu kiefs of them, . they being not dry, and emptyjbreafts. Now by her breafts 
.we may underftand, either,. v^vd. ' v\ 

' Firjl , The minifters of the gofpeL. The Targum here makes mention of 
the Jews two Mtffahs, which a Talmudic fidtion, and Ihews the work to be 
a. later one than what is pretended : The words are thus paraphrafed, in it; Thy 
two redeemers which fhqll redeem thee , MeJJiah the fon of David, and Meffiab 
the fon of Ephraim, are like to Mofes and Aaron, the fons of Jochebed, who 
are compared to two young roes that are twins who, in their integrity, fed 
the people, the houfe of Ilrael, forty years in the wildernefs, with manna and 
fatted fowls, and water of the well of Miriam. And agreeable to this.para- 
phrafe, other Jewilh writers * would have Mofes and Aaron here intended, 
who fuckled and fed the people of lfrael , and as twins, were very Jike one 
another ; But I think they may. be much better applied to the minifters of the 
gofpel, who impart the Jincere milk of the word to perfons, deliver the fweet, 
comfortable and nourilhing dodtrines of grace, which may be compared to 
milk out of the breaib, with which they feed them, as the apoftje fays, 
i for. iii. 2. i have fed you with milk', which is nourilhing to new-born fouls, 
fuitable to their natures, and eafily digefted by.,them* Now thefe breafts of 
the church, the minifters of the* gofpel, may be compared. 

i ft. To two young, roes, which are, i. Loving and pleafant creatures; Let 
.her he as the loving bind and pleafant. ^,,&c. Prey, y, ig. Minifters of the 
gofpel are loving and affectionate to.thofe fouls, mo.re efpecially, who are 
born again under their miniftry, whom they feed with the milk of die word ; 
..they ,are .‘as fond of them, and bear as .greatanaffedtion to them, as the ten¬ 
der mother or nurfe do to their fucking babes,, according to what the apoftle 
lays,, i TheJf..\\ A 7 ,;S..But we were gentle among you*,?v$n as a nurfe cberijbetb 
her children 5 fo being affectionately.defirous of you,-we were willing to have 
imparted unto you , not the gofpel °f Qftd only y but alfo our own.fouls, becaufe ye 
were dear to \fs\ than which,, nothing can be more paflionately fpoken, or in 
a more lively m^nne^ represent that ftrpng affedtion and tender love and re¬ 
gard that minifters Ihew to foujs. Mpreover,, as they are as the loving hind 

unto 
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Wto choirroe in tbefir '^dflteem; they love 
them, and are loved by them; they appear exceeding boaotiftil and lovely 
in the eyes of thofe, to whom God has made them ufeful * for die very 
feet of them that bring glad tidings arq beautiful to them, Thole crea¬ 
tures are*Bwp-fightcd ones. Minifters of the £ofpel, having ‘their, urider- 
ftandings opened, their judgments informed, and their foub'tedby: the fpirit 
of God, into the truth, as it isin Jcfus, have light, knowledge, and Pene¬ 
tration into the feriptures of- truth, and are capable of ditching and gliding 
the feet of, and Ihewing the way of falvadon untoi othbra. 3.Thcyarefwitr 
creatures. Thus the apoftles and fitft minifters of! thi gofpel, like yonng 
roes, ran, fpread and carried the gofpel all over theriGfcncUe *world ; their 
found went into all the earth, and their words' unto the efri/ i eftbtworld:‘ And 
it may alfo denote in general, how expedite'and quick*of dtfpate^rmriifters 
arc in doing of their Lord's work, noswithftanding a great rnafty difficulties 
are in the way ; yet, like yOuog roes,they leap over thefe mountain^ ^rtAfkip 
over thefe bills, and are not Jlothful in bufinefs , but fervent in fpirit , fenring 
the Lori. 4. Here is only mention made 0 ftavo young roes, and that to foie 
with the number of her breads ; and two* breads being diffident for one per- 
fon, denotes the fufficient number of minifters, which Chrift provides for his 
church; when he had fent out the twelve apoftles, he afterwards fends out 
Other feventy difciples, and thele he fent out two and two ; and fo in all ages 
of the world, as he has removed fome, he has fent others ; and when there ha& 
been want of fuch workmen in his vineyard, he has pray’d the Lord of the 
barvefi to fend forth more labourers ; and as the fruit of his afcenfion and in- 
terceffion, fufficient gifts have been given to a competent number of men to 
fit them for the miniftry, for the good of his body, the church. 

idly* They are compared, not only to two young roes, but to two young 
toes that are twins \ which is expreflive of their equal authority, joint com- 
miflion tod harmony of doftrine, as has been already obfervedi on ver . 2. 

3 dly> They are compared to two young roes, that feed among the lilies. 
Now the lilies, among which the minifters of the gofpel feed, arc either, 
s. The feriptures, which they make their principal ftudy, and the main fub- 
je£t of their contemplation; here their own fouls are delighted, comforted 
and inftrU&ed, and io become ufeful in comforting and inftrudling others: 
From hence they gather food for themfelves, and being nouriflied with the 
wholefome words ot faith and found do£trine,they are capable of feeding others 
alfo. Or, 2. The faints. In what refpeft* the peopled God may be com¬ 
pared to lilies, has been fliewn on Gfe .1 L/ft* among thefe the minifters of the 
gofpel feed, and to thefe they break and impart the bread of life. 3. It may 
be obfcrved, that it is where Chrift himfelf feeds, as in Ch. ii. 16. The mi¬ 
nifters of the gofpel feed where Chrift feeds, and Chrift feeds where they do i 
The great end of the gofpel-mirtiftry is not only that feints may have communion 
one with another, but alfo with their head* Chrift Jefus 1 Would any there¬ 
fore enjoy communion wkh Chrift? Are any defirous of knowing where 
Chrift feeds ? he feeds where his minifters do, and that is among the lilies, in 
4 the 


* 
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the congregation of the faints -, it may fefyfc theft* as a dire&ion to fuch, to 
lk under a gofpel miniftry. Or, 

Secondly , We may underftand by the church’s two breads, the two Teda- 
ments, the old and the new : A b Jewiffi writer would have their two laws 
here intended, viz. the written law and the oral law 3 the written law is that 
which was written on the two tables of done 3 the oral law is what they ima¬ 
gine God gave to Mofes , by word of mouth, which he gave to Jojhua , and 
ib was handed down from one to another, and makes up the volume of 
their vain. Unprofitable and numerous traditions, called the Mifnah: But it 
k much better applied by c another of them, to the two tables themfelves, 
on which were written the ten commandments, five on one table and five on 


the other 3 and fo, like two young roes that are twins, anfwered one another ; 
though the two Tedaments, the old ahd the new, feem to bid much fairer 
to be the fenfe of thefe words 3 which two breads contain and impart the whole 
Jincere milk of the wordy and afford every thing that is nourifhing and refrefil¬ 
ing to believers 3 here is milk for babes, and meat for drong men and like 
two young roesy are exceeding pleafant and delightful to believers 3 they re¬ 
joice the heart, chear the fpirits, and fill the foul with an univerfal pleafure3 
and as two young roes that are twinSy are alike, there is an harmony and 
agreement between them *, they look to one another as the two cherubim over 
the mercy feat did : They agree, 1. In the perfon, office and grace of Chrid; 
the old Tedament has faid nothing concerning the Mefiiah, what he ffiould 
be, do, or luffer, but what the new Tellament has fully confirmed and more 
clearly difcovered 3 and the new Tedament fays nothing of Chrid, his per¬ 
fon, office and grace, but what the old bears a tedimony to 3 and therefore, 
lays Chrid to the Jews, John v. 39. Search the fcriptures y ■ i. e. of the old 
Tedament 3 for they are they which tejlify of me. 2. They are alike in their 
do&rines : The dodtrines concerning Chrid’s perfon, the remiffion of fins by 
his blood, juftifkation by his righteoufnefs, &c. are the fame in both Teda¬ 
ments, notwithftanding they were fpoken at fundry times and delivered in divers 
manners 3 though, perhaps, they are more clearly revealed in the one than in 
the other. The apodle Pauly that great affertor of the do&rines of grace, 
under the new Tedament, faid no other things than what Mofes and the pro¬ 
phets faid under the old. 3. The promifes and prophecies of the old Tefta- 
ment have their completion in the new •, there was nothing promifed to be 
done, or prophefied that ffiould be, but what has been exaftly fulfilled and 
brought to pafs 3 neither is there fcarcely anything in the new Tedament, but 
what was promifed and prophefied of under the old. 4*The types and figures 
of the old law are exattiy anfwered in the new Tedament: The law was no¬ 
thing elfe but a fbadow of good things to come: The paflbver-lamb* the brazen 
ferpent, the rock and manna, the Jewiffi fabbaths, facrifices, new moons, 
walkings and purifications, all prefigured, and had their fulfilment in, Chrid 
Jefus 3 there is fcarce any thing in the new Teftament, but what was typified 
under the old 3 and nothing prefigured under the old, but what has its com¬ 
pletion in the new 3 and thus are they like two young roes that are twins : 

And* 


* R. Aben Ezra in loc. r R, Sol. Jarchi in loc. So in Yalkut in loc. 




And they may alfd be faid to be like roes that feed among the.lilies, becaufe 
they abound with the lilies of. gofpel promiles, and gofpel doftrines •, thefe 
two fields are full of them ; there are ixceeding great and previous promifes, 
and heavenly and delightful truths, which make tor the confolation, edifica¬ 
tion and inftruclion ot God’s people. Or, 

ithirdly , By the church’s two breads may be intended, the two ordinances 
of the gofpel, baptifm, and the Lord’s dipper; .which arc not dry breafts, 
but breafts of confolation. , out of which believers fuck and are fatisfied ; in the 
Lord’s tupper, by faith, they eat the flefh, and' drink the blood of the foft of 
God, and teed upon the bruited and broken body of a crucified Jefus; and in 
fo doing, receive much ftrength and nourifliment; ih the ordinance of bap¬ 
tifm, they look to a buried and rifen Jefus, behold the place where their 
Lord lay, who was delivered for their offences, and rofe again'for their juft ifi- 
cation , and oftentimes go away as the eunuch did, rejoicing : Now thde, like 
two young roes, are exceeding pleafant and delightful to believers, when they 
have the prefence and lpirrt of God with them, and the difeoveries of his love 
unto them; for then are wifdom’s ways, ways of pleafantnefs, and all her 
paths, paths of peace . Again, like two roes that are twins, they are both in- 
ftituted byChrift, both lead the faith of God’s children to him, they both 
require the fame fubjefts, viz. Believers, and ought to go infeparably toge¬ 
ther ; he that has a right to the one, has an indubitate right to the other ; 
and he that fubjefts to the one, Ihould alfo to the other; for fo did the 
firft primitive Chriftians, who, as foon as converted, were baptized, and 
the fame day joined themfelves to the church, and ftedfaftly continued in 
holy fellowlhip and communion with it; a practice to be imitated and 
followed by us now. Moreover, thefe may be faid to feed among the lilies , 
becaufe they are all acknowledged, received arid fubmitted to by the faints, 
who are compared to lilies ; who not only entertain them, but maintain and 
vindicate them agatnft all oppofers. 

There are * fome who think by the church’s breafts, ar£ meant, love to 
God, and love to our neighbour, which are the two great commandments of 
the law ; and therefore love is faid to be the fulfilling of the law. Now we 
love God, becaufe be firft loved us ; and we love the faints, becaufe they are 
loved with the fame love, redeemed by the fame blood as we are, have the 
fame grace wrought in their hearts as we ourlelves have, and all as the fruit 
and effeft of divine grace ; and being thus filled with a fenfe of God’s love. 


they become very fruitful in good works, and lik t tiooyoung roes , are exceed ¬ 
ing pleafant and delightful to Chrift ; and therefore he fays, in ver. jo. How 
fair is thy love , my jifter , my fpoufe, tscc. both to me and to my faints: And ’ 
like two young roes that are twins, are wrought at one and the fame time in the 
foul, bear a very great refemblance to each other, in their natures, properties 
and ufefblnefs, and do infeparably go together; for where there is loVe to 
God there will be love to the faints; for to fay we love God and do not love 
our brother, is a manifeft: contradiftion, as the apoftle John fays, i jobn 
iv. 20. He that loveth not bis brother, whom he hath feen, how can be love 
God whom be hath not feen ? And thefe being fed by feripture-precepts and 

examples, 
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examples, grow and increafe abundantly like two young roes which are fat and 
plump, feeding among the lilies; but the other fenfes of the words before- 
mentioned, feem better to agree with them. 


Ver, 6. Until the day break , and the fhadows jlee away, I will get 
me to the mountain of myrrh, and to the hill of frankincenfe . 

S OME* think thefe are the words of the church, who not being able to 
bear, any longer, to hear herfelf fo highly commended, as in the pre¬ 
ceding verfes, refolves to betake herfelf to fome private place, where (he 
might be out of the hearing of fuch praifes and commendations •, or elfe, be¬ 
ing under great temptations and darknefs of foul, refolves to go to the moun¬ 
tain of the Lord’s l^oufe, the church of Chrift, and there in reading, medita¬ 
tion, prayer, and other exejrcifes, wait for his prefence, and the manifefta- 
tions of himfelf unto her; or rather, being in diftreffed circumftances, lhe is 
refolved to goto Chrift himfelf, the rock that is higher than lhe ; who, for the 
odour of his facrifice, the fragrancy of his interceflion, and fweet fmelling 
garment of his righteoufnefs, may be called the mountain of myrrh , and hill 
of frankincenfe , as he is a bundle of myrrh , in Ch. i. 13. But I am rather in¬ 
clined to think, that they are the words of Chrift, in which we are told, 

1 ft, the place where he refolves to go to, and abide ; the mountain of 
myrrh , and hill of frankincenfe 5 which I apprehend, intend one and the fame 
place, 'idly , How long he propofes to continue here ; until the day break , and 
the Jhadows flee away . 

Now by the mountain of myrrh, and hill of frankincenfe, mod of the 
Jewilh h writers underftand the temple, which was built on mount Moriah. ,' 
2 Chron. iii. 1. the place where Abraham offered up his fon lfaac \ in which 
mountain as the Lord then, fo frequently in after ages, efpecially when the 
temple was built, appeared unto his people. Now the temple may be called 
the mountain of myrrh , and bill of frankincenfe , either in allufion to Moriah , 
the name of the mountain on which it was built \ which, perhaps, might have 
its name originally from the abundance of. myrrh which grew upon it *, or 
elfe, becaufe in it was the holy anointing oil, one ingredient in which was 
pure myrrh ; and alfo the incenfe, which was made of pure frankincenfe , to¬ 
gether with other fpices, which was likewife put upon their meat offerings, 
which were there offered up unto the Lord: And this fenfe of the words is 
not altogether to be defpifed ; for in the temple, the Shechinah or divine ma- 
jefty dwejt, until Chrift came in the flelh, when the gofpel-day broke, and 
the lhadows of the ceremonial law vanifhed, fled and difappeared ; as has 
been Ihewn in Ch. ii. 17. Though*, I think, rather by the mountain of myrrh 
and hill of frankincenfe , is intended the church of Chrift, where he has took up 1 
his refidence, and refolves to dwell until his fecond coming j which may be 

com- 

* Vid. AinfWorth. & Sand, in lac.. b Targum, R,. Aben Ezra, and R. Sol. Jarchiin 

loc. and Zohar. in Gen. fol. 75. 1. Aljheth interprets it Of mount Sinai , and the day break of 
the captivity of Egypt. 
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compared to a hill or mountain, 1- For their heighr. Hills and mountains 
•arc higher than any other parts of the earth ; and fo is the church of Chrift 
than the reft of the world. Saints are higher in Chrift's efteem.tha^n all the 
world befides, and are exalted by his grace, and dignified with favours by 
him, above all others ; and however low and mean they may now appear 
in the eyes of the world, the time is coming, when this mountain of the 
Lord’s heufe fhall be ejlablijhed in the top of the mountains , and fhall be ex¬ 
alted above the hills , lfa. li. 2. 2. For their immoveablencfs. Hills and 

mountains cannot be removed *, no more can the church or believers in 


Chrift, Pfal. exxv. 1. for they that truft in the Lord y fhall be as mount Zion; 
which cannot be removed , but abideth for ever : They fhall never be removed 
either from Chrift’s hands or thrift's heart; they fhall never be removed from 
a ft ate of juftification, to a ftateof condemnation \ they are fecured by ele£t- 
ing love, and preferved in Chrift Jefus ; they are held fall: by covenant-bands, 
and are built upon a fure foundation , upon a rock , again ft which the gates of 
bell can never prevail. 3. For being places where trees grow, as oaks, ce¬ 
dars, olives, &c. and famous for thefe were Bafhan y Hermon y Lebanon , the 
mount of olives , &c. In the church of Chrift ar t trees of righteoufnefs y which 
being planted by Chrift’s father, flourijh like palm-trees, and grow like cedars 
in Lebanon. 4. For being places of pafture for cattle \ fuch were Bafhan y 
Carmel and Gilead. In the church of Chrift there is pafture for all his fheep j 
there plenteous provifions of grace are made ; a feaft of fat things , wine min¬ 
gled, bread prepared, and a table fufficiently furnilhed for all Chrift’s friends 
and guefts, in this his holy mountain , the church. 5. In hills and mountains 
worfhip ufed to be given, and facrifices offered up to God, ,as may be col- 
lefted from the difeourfe of Chrift with the woman of Samaria y John iv. 
20, 21. as well as from other places of feripture. In the church of Chrift 
the worfhip of God is maintained, the word of God is preached, his ordi¬ 
nances are adminiftred, and the facrifices of prayer and praife are offered up 
to him in the name and through the mediation, of Chrift Jefus^ And as it 
may be compared to a mountain and hill, fo likewife to a mountain of myrrh 9 
and bill of frankincenfe ; (1.) Becaufe of the fragrancy of thofe graces, with 
•which the church is perfumed : Hence fhe is faid, in Cb. iii. 6. to be perfumed 
with myrrh and frankincenfe , with all powders of the merchant ; and. in this 
chapter, ver. 10. the fmell of them is faid to exceed all fpices : 9 and that more 
efpecially, when they are in exercife •, fo grateful, well, pleading, and fweet 
fmelling are they then to Chrift Jefus, (2.) Becaufe of facrifices which are 
of a fweet fmelling favour , that are offered up here, as the facrifices of prayer, 
which, in Rev. v. 8. are called odours ; and are more efpecially foto God the 
father, when they are offered up through Chrift’s mediation, being perfumed 
with hi % much incenfe. Here are alfo the facrifices of praife, which are of an 
exceeding grateful and delightful odour to God; for being offered up to him, 
through Chrift, thefe fpiritual facrifices become acceptable to him. (3.), Be¬ 
caufe of that pleafure and delight which Chrift takes in his people, and that 
fweet communion which they here enjoy with him •, fo that to them both, it 
is a mountain of myrrh and bill of frankincenfe \ where the one concludes, it is 

good 
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good to be, and the other refolves to ftay till the day breaks &cc. The faints 
are she excellent in the earthy .with whom Chrift. delights to converfe, and to 
whom* his gocdnefs extends \ he fays, the lines are fallen to him in pleafant 
placesy and that he has a goodly heritage afiigned him by his Father, in as 
much as they are his to live and dwell with him for evermore : and to the 
faints, Chrift’s tabernacles are amiable and lovely ; they account a day fpenc 
in his courts, better than a thoufand elfewhere, becaufe there they fee him, and 
have fellowfhip With him, whom their fouls love. Now in this mountain of 
.myrrh , and hill of frankincenfe, Chrift, as he delights, fo he refolves ta dwell, 
until the day break, &c. Which is. 

Until the day of grace breaks in upon every eleft foul. All that the 
father hath loved with an everlafting love, and hath chofen in Chrift before 
the world began, he put into his hands, who, upon the reception of them, 
laid himfelf under obligation to redeem them by his blood, and bring them 
fafe to glory ; and as he has already done the.former, he’s now doing the 
latter, through the miniftry of the word •, and therefore the preaching of the 
gofpel, a ftanding miniftry, and a church-ftate, are continued on earth, in 
which he’ll ftay, until every one of thofe other Jheep are called by divine 
grace, whom he has laid himfelf under obligation to bring in. And now 
when grace breaks in upon a poor Tinner’s heart, ’tis like the break of day 
unto him \ light fprings into his underftanding, which before was darkened ; 
he whowas darknefs itfelf, is now made light in the Lordy and is no more 
reckoned among the children of the nighty but among the children of the day ; 
for now the lhadows of ignorance and infidelity are fled away; the fcales 
of darknefs are fallen from his eyes, and in God’s light fees light ; he now 
fees his loft and undone ftate without Chrift, the corruption and depravity 
of his nature, and the plague of his own heart; he fees the impurity and 
imperfedlion of his own righteoufnefs, and the glory and fulnefs of Chrift’s ; 
he fees Chrift as a proper, fuitable, able and willing faviour ; he fees things 
he never faw before, and which will ever remain invifible to a carnal eye* 
Now, until the day of grace has thus broke in upon every eled foul, and 
the fhadows of blindnefs, ignorance and infidelity are thus fled and gone; 
thrift has took up his fefidence, and will dwell in his church, which, to 
im, is a mountain of myrrh , and bill of frankincenfe. Or elfe, 

2 dlyy Until the day of glory breaks *, that everlafting day, in which there 
11 be no no more night; when .all’fhadows of darknefs, infidelity, doubts 
3 fears, will flee away ;■ when faints fhall be attended no more with 
dlong, tedious and dark nights of affliftions and forrows, and fliall ftand 
“Vo need of fliadowy ordinances; but fhall enjoy Chrift, the fum and 
fiance of all, and dwell and be delighted with him perpetually* upon the 
ev^fting mountains of fpicts, as has been Ihewn on Cb . ii, 17. 
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Vex. 7. Thou art all fair y my hve > there is no fpot in thee. 

C HRIST having mentioned fome particular parts of the church, wherein 
(he appeared very beautiful), in deferibingof which, his foul was fo taken 
with her beauty, that he refolves to dwell with her till his fecond coming ; 
and now, left it lhould be thought that there was a defied: of beauty in the 
parts not mentioned, he fyms up all in this general commendation ; Thou art 
all fair , my love, there is no fpot in thee: which commendation may regard 
the church, in fome particular period of time ; or in general, beexpreffiveof 
the fairnefs and beauty of the church, and every believer in any age of the 
world. A a learned Jewilh waiter woyk} haye the words referred to the days 
of Solomon, in which he affirms, aft Ifrqel were righteous; and another b to 
the time when Jfrael received the law from mount Sinai % whey ’tis faid there; 
were none latne, blind, and dumb among them * but they much better agree 
with the primitive and apoftolic church, that was gathered by the miniftry of 
the apoftles, after Chrift's afcenfion, which is» the mind of. fome c Chriftiaft 
expositors; and indeed, the church then bid s as fair- for this ch^rader, as Mb 
any other period of time whatever: Therefore, it may not be amifs if we 
confider how well it agrees with it; which will appear if we obfefve, - 
Firfi, The pure doctrines of grace, which were then preach*d : ..The doc¬ 
trines of the gofpel, by the firft minifters thereof,- were fully preach’d ; they 
kept back nothing that might be profitable to the churches, UpOJi any pretence 
whatever; they fhunned not to declare all the counfel of God, whatever was 
the confequence of it; and this they did in a)) lincerity and godly fimplicity ; 
they ufed no, artful methods, to conceal their principles, byt renounced thofe 
hidden things of difbonefty ,; they did not. bandit) the word of God deceitfully , but 
by manifeftation of the truth, commended themfejves tf> every man\s confidence^ 
they did not 4 corrupt the word God , and blend' it with their own inven¬ 
tions, but as of fimeerity, but as of God, being fent by him, in t the fight of 
God , fio fpake they in Chrtji ; and were always jqajoijs, leftthe fouls they mi- 
niftred to lhould be feduced and drawn away by cunning and; artful men* 
from the fimplicity of the gofpel; they were careful to.dejiyer thofe docV 
trines confidently ; their trumpet did not give anwcgrtafinfioftfidi tjiejr wore 
was not yea and nay , fometimqs one thing, and fometimes. another, totb 
dilhonour of the gofpel, and the confufiQn of fouls, but Wjas all of a piecy 
they preach’d agreeable to the analogy of faiths and were very felicitous / 
keep to that rule, and notfwerve from it. And with a great deal of warn* 
and zeal they adhered tmthrtfc maths, bravely withftoodiall oppofers; fqaft 
the faces of none, and ftudied to pleafe rio hut were bid .in the. r\h 
of God to fipeak the gofpel of God , though with much contention ; and hovff 
weak, mean and contemptible their miniftry might appear to the worl/i* 

h* 

x R. Aben Ezra in loc. b Vid. Yalkot in loc. c Brightman and Cottoiy oc - 

4 KtvxyiTJvQtltt;, Canponante9 fermonem deL Metaphora fompta eft ab hofpitibus & cay 1 ^- 
tibus, qoibus in more eft vinum aqua comunpere, Arttiui in 2 Cor. 2. 17. / 
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Was attended with a demonftration of the fpirit, and of power , and was- made; 
ufeful for the converfion of thoufands of. fouls ;?for thefe truths being re¬ 
ceived in the love thereof,. wrought effectually in them that believed, and were 
conft^ntly adhered to, and retained by* them; maugre all the oppolkion of 
men and devils. 

Secondly y If we confider the nature of their worffiip, which was pure and 
fpiritual ; the ordinances were kept by them, as they were delivered to them* 
were not mixed with human inventions, and, to their eternal honour, were 
conftantly attended on by them ; they were very frequent and fervent in the 
duties of fatting and prayer* and did nothing of moment, in the church, with¬ 
out them; all the parts of religious worlhip were perform’d decently and in 
order, by them ; in all things they fought, the glory of God, and therconfola- 
tion and edification of each other. * . : > . . . . 

thirdly, If wo take notice of their dilcipline, which was ftridt, and Ac¬ 
cording to rule.; proper officers were:, cbbfa* by the joint fuffra'ges of'Che- 
church: Minifters were, by them, fet apart for the miniftry, and deacons 
chofe by them to take cane of the poor,' arid ferae the tables Church- fcen- 
fures and excommunicatiqns were adminiftred by the whole body, and that 
with a great deal of fuccefs; in cafe of private offences, they gave private 
admonitions, and for publick crimes, rebuked before ally -that others, might' 
fear ; thofe who were erroneous in principles* they lharpty reproved ; and ‘ 
fuch as were diforderly in pra&ice, withdrew from ; an heretick, after the 
firft and fecond admonition, they rejected ; and fuch who were the authors 
of divifion, and caufes of contention, they carefully mark'd, obferved and 
avoided:. v ;: ' 

Fourthly, If we take a view of their chriftian communion and fellowfhip; 
with each other; they lived in entire unity-and harmony with each other y 
they were all of one heart and of one fouh\ one foul did, as it were, dwell iri» 
and actuate all their bodies; they had a great deal of fympathy for each other,' 
in all dittreffes, whether Inward or outward, and freely communicated to each- 
other; they, wept with thofe that wept; 1 ahdrejoioed with thofe that rejoiced; 
they kept thrill* s new. commandment * and entirely loved one another ; and ittf 
fo doing, gave an evidence, of.their bciijg, the true dilfciples of Chrift; foithaff 
the very Heathens took notice of.it, and could ifay, ^Se^hovD^they love me- 
another ; which, though they couldi not condemn, yec ic was riot very grate¬ 
ful to them. ' 1 : ; ••ri'X'b' .. ( 

Fifthly , Their converfatioifwas as becometh the gofpel bf'CWlft Jfefus-y they 
held the, my fiery of the faithin a pure confidence ^ that graced whftlh^vy>as revealed' 
untothem* and wrought.in them, taught them to wotifa 
ly lulls, and to live foberly, righttoufiy .. and • gtkily to thh' pflefent< Wflld andtiiV 
lo doing*J they adonned the gofpd^hbnoured their prhfeJftorij -flopped 1 the 
months of gainfay£ES,cand recommerid^d'--religion to others-’; ancf thusr 
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Ver. 7 . 7 bou art allfair, my love, there is no fpot in thee . 

C HRIST having mentioned fome particular parts of the church, wherein 
flie appeared very beautiful, in describing of which, his foul was fo taken 
with her beauty, that he refblves to dwell with her till his fecond coming ; 
and now, left it fhould be thought that there was a defedt of beauty in the 
parts not mentioned, he fums up all in this general commendation ; Thou art 
all fair , my love, there is no fpot in thee: which commendation may regard 
the church, in fome particular period of time ; or in.general, beexpreflive of 
the fairnefs and beauty of the church, and every believer in any age of the 
world. A a learned Jewifh writer would haye the words referred to the days 
of Solomon , in which he affirms, aft Ifrael were righteous; and another b to 
the time when Jfrael received the law from mount Sinai, when *tis- faid them 
were none lame, blind, and dumb among them. 5 but they much better agree, 
with the primitive and apoftolic church, that was gathered by the miniftry of 
the apoftles, after Chrift’s afcenfion, which is> the mind of . fome c Chriftia^ 
expofitors; and indeed, the church then bid, as fair- for this character, as in* 
any other period of time whatever: Therefore, it may not be amifs if 
confider how well it agrees with it; which will appear if we obfefve, : . 

Fir ft. The pure doctrines of grace, which were then preach'd :-The doc¬ 
trines of the gofpel, by thefirft minifters thereof, were fi^ly preaph-d ; they 
kept hack nothing that might be profitable to the churches, Upoft any pretence 
whatever; they fhunned not to declare all the cqunfel of Gqd, whatever was 
the confequence of it; and this they did in all fincerity and godly fimplicity v 
they ufed no artful methods, to conceal their principles, byt renounced thofe 
hidden things of difbonefty,\ they did npt bandit) the word* of God deceitfully* but 
by tnanifeftation of the truth, commended tbettjfelves tfi every man)s confidence^ 
they did not * corrupt the word God , and blend' it with their own inven¬ 
tions, but as of fmcerity, but as of God, being fent by bim, in, the fight of 
God , fo Jfake they in Cbrtft ; and were always jqajous, lefttjie ; fouls they mi- 
niftred to fhould be feduced and drawn away /by cunning Mod; artful men J 
from the fimplicity of the gofpel; they were careful to.deliver thofe docw 
trines confiftently 5 their trumpet did not g\vt an)Unc/trtain> founds thejr worrf 
was not yea and nay , fometimes one thing, and fottictim^s another, to tW 
difhonour of the gofpel, and the confufion. of/fouls* but w,as all of a piece 
they preach’d agreeable to the analogy of faiths and were very fplieitous / 
keep to that rule, and not fwerve from ip. And with a great deal of warn* 
and zeal they adhered toidttfctruths, bravely withftoodall oppofera, fe 4 
the faces of none, and ftudied to pleafe ilo but were hold in the. UfS 
of God to fpeak the gofpel of God , though with much contention ; and howpr 
weak, mean and contemptible their miniftry might appear to the worl/it 

I as 

^ * R. Aben Ezra in loc. b Vid. Valkat in Ioc. c Brightman and CottonJ oc - 

Cauponantes fermonem dei. Metaphora fompta eft ab hoipitibus & caJ an ~ 
tibus, cjuibua ia more eft viaum a^ua corrumpere, Jrttiui in 2 Cor. 2. 17. I 



Ver. 7,..;'' S O N G of S.ONG 1 , 253. 

Was attended with a detnonftration of the forth an i °f power, and was- made 
ufeful for the converfion of thoufands of. fouls j 1 for thefe truths being re¬ 
ceived in the love thereof, wrought effectually \n them that believed, and were 
conftandy adhered to, and retained by themj maugre all the oppofition of 
men and devils. 

Secondly, If we confider the nature of their worfhip, which was pure and 
fpiritual *, the ordinances were kept by them, as they were delivered to them * : 
were not mixed with human inventions, and, to their eternal honour* were 
conftantly attended on by them ; they were very frequent and fervent in the 
duties of fading and prayer^ and did nothing of moment, in the church, with¬ 
out them ; all the parts of religious worlhip were perform’d decently and in 
order, by them ; inall thing* they fought the glory of God, and the>confoia- 
tion and edification of each other..’ > . . . 

Thirdly, If wo take notice of their diftipline, which was ftrift, and ac¬ 
cording to rule.; proper officers werecbqfen by the joint fuffra'ges ofther 
church: Minifters were, by them, fet apart for the miniftry, and deacons 
chofe by them to take care of the poor, arid ferve the tables )-Church osn- 
lures and excommunicatiqns were adminiftred by the whole body, and that- 
with a great deal of fuccefs-, in cafe of private offences, they gave private 
admonitions, and for publick crimes, rebuked-before *//,-that others might ■ 
fear thofe who were erroneous in principles, they lharply reproved y and • 
fuch as were diforderly in praftice, withdrew from ; an heretick, after the 
firft and fecond admonition, they reje&ed y and fuch who were the authors 
of divifion, and caufes of contention, they carefully mark’d, obferved and 
avoided, : x ': 

Fourthly , If we take a view of their chriftian communion and feHowlhip- 
with each other-, they lived in entire unity-and harmony with each other y 
they were all of one heart and of one Joukt, one foul did, as it were, dwell ifr* 
and aftuate all theif bodies; they had a great deal of fympathy for each other,' 
in all dittreffes, whether Inward or outward, #rtd freely communicated to each* 
other-, they wept with thofe^that wept,*ahd rejoiced with thofe that rejoiced 
they kept Chrilt’s new- commandment^ and-entirely loved one another ; aodi itl^ 
fo doing, gave an evidence of.their befog,the ttue diftiples ©fiChrifcy foitbatf 
the very Heathens took notice of it, arui could ffay , ^Se&bow they love o'tie- 
another’y which, though they could: not coridemn, yec it was -nOt very grate-- 
ful to them. : fc * kn-jcri'.-r •> -i 

Fifthly , Their converfation^was as becotnetfrthe gofpel bfCHtfft-Jtefus-y they 
held the. myfiery of the faith in & pure confcanct y that gracey whidfr was reVealeifc 
unto them; and wrought.in them, taught them t o.de^tthgbdli^effhnd vtoVife 
ly lujis , and to live foberly , rigbtemfly/und* g&dly ih ttfrprefenUWfild y andtffV 
fo doingj’they adoiined the gofpe4>h\?fioured theif 

mouths of gainfaveESjcand recommerid^dr ^religion to otheei^ and^ thus- ttol 
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primitive church.continued for the firft three hundred years after Chrill:: But 
wfr.ate not toitnagincj that there, were no blemifhcs and imperfections in her 
during aU thisrtimd, Tor there were many, and more efpecially towards the 
litter end ; .butBeidg compared with the Hate of the church in after ages, fhe 
might then be faid to be at! fair, and. no fpot in her . But I rather think, the 
\tocds are not to be limited .to the church, in any one period of time, but arc 
applicable to her and to all believers, in any age of>the world; who'are all 
fair+;nat upon die foot of their.own works, as th tTdrgkm on the place* irtti- 
i\i4tesi for all their jrigbteoufnejfts are .-as filthy rage; andfo are. far from mak¬ 
ing them to appear fair and beautiful in Chrift’s fight v -but they are fo, be¬ 
ing juft ihed by'his righteoufnels, wafhed in his blood^and fanCliticd by his 
fpjrit, and fofhall be, at-laft, prefented to him, a glorious churchy not hav¬ 
ing fpot or wrinkUy or any fuch things Eph. v. 27. 

_ The title and character which, Chrift here gives to his church, my love , I 
have already met. with, and explained in Cb. i. 9. ’Tis here predicated of 

her,. . .... r ; • # : v - . ‘ # . 

ifty That fhe is all fair: She is faid to be fair? and is called, by Chrift, • 
his fair on?* and the fairejl among women before, but here, all fair: To 
fhpvvf. 1 .. That 1 fhe was a perfection of beauty , being made perfect through that 
comflptefi which Chrift put upoH her. Believers are perfe&ly juftify’d by 
Chrift:’s righteoufnefs, from all fin, ftand compleat in him , and fo are efteem- 
ed all fair by him ; and in refpeft. of fanftification, there’s a perfection of 
pans* though not of degrees there’s a perfeft new creature in all its parts, 
though it is not,, as yet, grown up to be a perfect man in Chrift ; - even as a 
new born babe, which has every part and limb in juft proportion, may be 
faid. to be: perfect; though it has not, as yet, grown up to the ftature and 
bignefs it will do, if life is continued; 2. That the whole church, and all 
the Swe members thereof, are fo; all of the church, every member, every 
individual believer is fair in Chiift’s eye; the meaneft and weakeft believer, 
aa well^s the.greateft,and ftrongeft, is made perfe&ly comely, with Chrift’s 
QQttnehnefs, and equally acceptedin the beloved. 3. He fays fo of the church, 
to manifeft the exceeding greatnefs of her beauty, and how much his heart 
Walken with it, that he, the king, greatly defired //, and delighted to be in 
her company, .4./To comfort her, banifh her doubts and fears, and 
ftccpgthen her.faith; who feeing her own vilenefs and finfulnefs, fpots and 
blemilhes, might be ready to defpond in her mind, and call in queftion her 
in Chrift, Jiid his righteoiifnefs* ; therefore, he'tfayra, /Tiw# art all fairy 
I do jove thee; thou art exceeding fair and beautiful in my eye, all 
of 'thee is fair and beaurifubr *hoU jaft fairer than all others, being adorned 
wjtkrflpy grace,-ehd clothed*wkh myxighteoufnefs. 

*. bdfy* He affects, that there no fpot in her, which as not to be under- 
ftood^ J.i As* if there was no fin in bdievers; for this is contrary to all th t 
experience of God’s children, as well as to exprefs texts of feripture; the hum- 
i)le confellions and ingenuous acknowledgments of faints in all ages, tjieir 
frequent groans and complaints of the weight and burden of it, are plain 
proofs tp the contrary; their ardent prayers at the throne of grace, for the 

8 " mani- 
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manifeftations of pardoning love, that God would cleanfe them from fecret, 
and keep them back from prefumptucus fins, not only teftify their com- 
mifiion of finful actions, but alfo their fenfe of indwelling corruptions; and 
and their daily flips and tails loudly proclaim the depravity of their natures ; 
to imagine, that we have no fin in us, is but to deceive ourfelves,, and to give 
an evidence to others, that the truth is not in us: Therefore, when Chrift 
fays of his church, that there is no fpot in her, we are not .to underftand it 
in this fenfe; nor, 2. As if the fins of God’s people were not fins 5 for tho* 
they are juftified by Chrift’s righteoufnefs from all fin, and have all their 
fins pardoned through Chrift’s blood; yet their fins do not hereby ceafe 
to be fo : Pardon of fin, and juftification by Chrift’s righteoufnefs, free 
fouls from an obligation to punifhment due to fin, but do not deftroy the na¬ 
ture of fin : Violations and breaches 0t God’s righteous law, made by his own 
people, are equally efteemed fins by him, as thofe made by others $ and 
though he never will inflidt his vindidlive wrath upon them, for their fins, 
yet he does oftentimes, in a fatherly manner, chaftize them for them, and 
bring them under a fenfe and acknowledgment of them before him. But, 
3. The church and all believers are fo.in Chrift’s account; though they have 
iin in them, and have committed fin, and through infirmity, continue to do 
fo, yet fin is not reckoned and imputed to them ; for being clothed with his 
fpotlefs righteoufnefs, he looks upon them as if they had no fpot in them ; 
and they are fo covered with it, that when their fins are fought for, by divine 
juftice, they Jhall not be found ; nay, God himfelf having accepted of Chrift’s 
righteoufnefs, and imputed it to them, fees no iniquity in Jacob, nor per- 
verfenefs in lfrael; though all fin is feen by him, in articulo providenti *, in 
the article of providence, and nothing efcapes his all-feeing eye ; yet, martin 
culo juftificationis, in the article of juftification , he fees no fin in his people, 
fo as to reckon it to them, or condemn them for it; for they all ftand un- 
blameable and unreproveable in his fight ; and Chrift will, e’er long, prefent 
them in open view to men and angels,, not having fpot or wrinkle , or any fuch 
thing . 


Ver. 8. Come with me from Lebanon , (my fpoufe) with me from Le¬ 
banon : look from the top of Amana , from the top of Shenir and 
Hermon , from the Horn dens , from the mountains of the leopards * 

C HRIST having, in the verfes going before, given a large and full 
commendation of his church’s beauty, and having his heart exceedingly 
taken with it, fo that he could not bear ,a diftance from her, invites her as his 
fpoufe and bride,, to go along with him, and look off from the feveral places 
here mentioned. In the words are, 

J. A fpecial title given her* exprefiive of the neareft relation to him wy 
fpoufe . 


II. A 
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II. A kind invitation to go along with him, enforced with the moft power¬ 
ful arguments. 

I. A fpecial title is given to her, my fpoufe : This is a new one, which we 
never met with before: He had called her his love , his dove, and iris fair one , 
but never, till now, his fpoufe ; which is expreflive of that near relation and 
drift union that is between Chrift and his church; which union is reprefent- 
ed by feveral things in feripture, as by the union of the head and members, 
vine and branches, but by none more ftrongly than by the conjugal union of 
hulband and wife, by which they become one fiefh *, which the apoftle, EpS. 
v. 32. taking notice of, applies to Chrift and his Church: This, fays he, is 
a great tnyftery: but I fpeak concerning Chrift and his church ; Chrift and his 
church being efpoufed together, become one fpirit : Hence it is that they are 
called by the fame names. Chrift is called by the name of Ifrael , which is 
the church’s name, and the church is called by the name of Chrift : Hence all 
that Chrift has is the church’s, and all that the church has, is ChriftV, 
her debts become his, and his grace becomes her*s. There’s a mutual in- 
tereft of perfons and things; and that which crowns all, is, that this union is 
indiffoluble \ this band can never be broken, nor this marriage knot be ever 
untied. ’ 

I (hall now very briefly (hew you, ift, How the church came to be the 
fpoufe of Chrift. idly. Why lhe is firft called fo here. 

ift, How the church came to be Chrift’s fpoufe; a perfon fo much be¬ 
neath him, at fuch a diftance from him, and fo unlovely and unlikely in 
heFfelf, itmayjuftly feem ftrange, and be wonder'd at, how lhe came to 
be fo nearly related to him : And here now obferve, that the Lord Jefus 
Chrift, from all eternity, pitch’d his love upon her: That he loved her from 
thence, is manifeft from his furetiftiip-engagements for her •, he alked her of 
his father, who had a right to difpofe of her, and he gave him his heart's de - 
Jtre , and did not withhold the reqtteft of his lips from him •, which requeft be¬ 
ing made by the Son, and confent given by the Father, he then betrothed her 
to himfelf for ever , and that in righteoufnefs and in judgment , and in loving 
kindnefs , and in mercies \ and refolved to beftow that grace upon her, which 
fhould caufe her to know, own and acknowledge him to be her Lord and 
hufband ; but notvrithftanding this, at prefent, hef£ was an aftual-confent of 
her own wanting, wherefore he fend$ iris namiftrihg/fervants in the feveral 
ages of the world to obtain it: Thefe are fent to difplay his greatnefs, di(- 
cover the riches of his graft:, andtfpesk ofall his glories •, which being im- 
pfeffed upon fouls, by thd mighty power of his fpirit and grace, they are 
willing to give up themftlvtilb him, to be his for ever, to love, ownand ac¬ 
knowledge him as their' lift’d and halband 5 which may be called the day of 
their efpoufals to him *, but all this will more vifibly and glorioufty appear, 
when all the eleft are gathered in, and every foul of them made willing to be 
a holy i^oufe unto him 5 then Hull the nuptials be fokmfcized, and that 
voice (hall be heard in heaven, the marriage of the lamb is come ; whdfe wife 
-being as a bride adorn'd for her bujbandy (hall be received by him, and enter 

with 
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"with him into the marriage-chamber, where they ftiall fpend an endlefs eter¬ 
nity in the enjoyment of each other. 

2 dly* Why fhe is firft called lb here ; fhe is in the following verfes, and in 
other parts of this fong, frequently called fo, but never before this time. r. 
Being. all fair, without any fpot or blemirti, being prepared* by his grace, for 
himfelf, and having a grant from him to be array'd in fine linen, dean and 
whitei he calls her his fpoufe ; for now flie look’d iomething like one, hav¬ 
ing on th z wedding garment, Chrift’s fpotlefs righteoufnefs. 2. The marriage 
was now confummated, the day of his efpoufals was over, which is mentioned 
in Ch. iii. 11. for all that comes between that and thefe words, is a commenda¬ 
tion of his church’s beauty, which his heart was wonderfully taken with on 
his marriage-day, and when he had finilhed the commendation, falutes her 
with this title, my fpoufe . 3. The mentioning of it here, may be alfo to 

prevail with her to go along with him : Where Ihould a wife be ? or with 
whom Ihould fhe be but with her hulbaild ? I am thy hufband, and thou 
art my fpoufe and bride ; and therefore both duty and affe&ion to me, fhould 
oblige thee to go along with me ; fo that the import of the words is much 
the fame with thofe, firrget thine own.people, and thy father's houfe \ fo Jhall 
the king greatly defire thy beauty : For he is thy Lord, and worfhip thou him, 
Pfal, xlv. 10, 11. Which leads me to confider, 

II. The invitation he gives her to go along 'with him. Come with me, my 
fpoufe , &c. or, as the words .may be read, K fLhou fhalt come with me, &c. 
for whatever Chrift invites and exhorts us to, he muft give us grace and 
ftrength to perform, and bleffed be his name, he does fo. 

Lebanon, from whence lhe is exhorted and invited-to remove, was a goodly 
mountain, on the borders of the land of Canaan , northward ; it was famous for 
odoriferous trees, and efpecially cedars; wherefore, frequent mention is made 
of it in this fong; This was that goodly mountain and Lebanon, which Mofes 
had fuch a defire to fee before his death* Deut. iii. 25. Some of the s Jewifh 
writers think, that a mighty conflux of people to the temple, from all parts 
of Judea, and even from among the uncircumcifed, who are comparable to 
lions and leopards, is here intended: But rather, we are to underftand the 
words as an exhortation, to remove from the temple, and from Jerufalem \ 
for, perhaps, by Lebanon , here may be meant the temple, as in Zech . xi. 1. 
Open thy doors, O Lebanon, that the fire may devour thy cedars ; which, by 
fome h Jewilh writers, is expounded of the temple, and the deftruftion of it; 
for they tell u$s that forty years before the deftruftionofit, the gates of the 
temple opened of themfelves; at which, R. Jochanan Ben Zaccai, as if 
affrighted, rebuked them and faid. Now know I that thy deftruftion is at 
hand, according to the prophecy of Zachqriab, the fon of Iddo, Open thy 
gates , 0 Lebanon, The temple might be called fo, becaufe it was made of 

the wood of Lebanon , of cedars which were brought from thence, and becaufe 
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the ffankincenfe which gttw there, was daily burnt in it, and the glory of it 
was brought into it. Now, inChrift’s time the temple was become a den of 
thieves, as he calls it, in Mat. xxi. 13. and in the apoftles tiihe was a den of 
iions , and a mountain of leopards ; was full of painted and fpotted hypocrites, 
and cruel perfect! tors, wolves in Jbeeps clothings who made bavock of the churchy 
and perfecuted the laints from place to place; wherefore, Chrift removed 
from them, broke up houfe-keeping with them, and left their boufe defolate 
unto them he took his gofpel from them, ordered hi$ minifters to depart 
far hence to the Gtntiles , and calls forth his people from among them, to go 
along with him thither. Come with me from Lebanon, wry Jpoufe, &c. Alfo 
he bids her look from the top of Amana, from the top of Shfenir and Hermon : 
Amana was a mountain k which divided Cilicia from Syria? from whence, 
perhaps, the river at the foot of it Cook its name, which, in 2 Kings v. 12. 
is called Abana , but in the Keri or margent, *tis read, Amana \ and fo the 
T 1 or gum here expounds it of the people, which dwelt by the river Amana v R. 
Solomon Jarchi would have.it to be a mountain in the northern border of Ifrael, 
and that it is the fame with mount Hor 1 *, and indeed, in every place where 
mention is made of mount Hor, the Ttarguth of Jonathan m always renders 
it Taurus JJmanus *, for Amanus according to Ptolemy , was a part of mount 
Taurus •, it feems to be a mountain in the land of Judea ; it Is join’d with 
Libanus by n Jofepbus , and was a part of 'it, where the inow lay all the fum- 
mer; as it is both with that and Carmel by AElianus' i Sbenir and Hermon 
were one and the fame mountain .called by different names. Hermon*, 
perhaps, was the common name to the whole mountain, and that part of it 
which belong’d to the Sidonians, they called Sirion \ and the other part which 
belonged to the Asnorites, they called Sbenir y Deufi. iii. 9. Now all thefe 
mountains may be called dens of lions , and mountains \of leopards , not only be- 
caufe they were inhabited by thofe p wild beafts, but becaufe they were inha¬ 
bited by cruel, favage, and tyrannical perfons * and efpecially Amana , as 
Strabo, 1 . 14. relates* as he is cited both by Ainfwortb and Brigbtman, on 
this place y and which appears alfo from what Lucan lays in his Pharfalia , 1 . 3. 

. - ■ ■■ - Venere feroces, 

Cappadoces duri populus nunc Cult or Amanu 

Sbenir and Hermon were, formerly, as Jarchi obferves, the dens of thofe 
lions, Sihon and Og, kings of Bajhan, and of the Amorites \ unlefs they lhould 
rather be thought to be the proper names of Ibme places about Lebanon ; 
for Adricbomius q fays, the mountain of the leopards, which was round and high , 
was two miles dijlant northward from Tripolis, three from the city Areas, foutb-' 
ward , and one from mount Lebanon. Now from the tops of thefe mountains, 
Chrift would have his church look and take aiprofpedthow the gofpel-was 

received 
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received, what numbers of fouls were converted*’ and how churches were 
planted in Phcenicia^ Cyprus , Cyrenia , Antioch , &c, though it was contemned, 
reje&ed and perfecuted by the Jewifh nation; lb that the words may be un- 
derftood of Chrift’s carrying his gofpel into the Gentile world, and fucceed- 
ing it, and calling his people to take notice of it. Or elfe. 

This may intend, in general, Chrift’s call to his church and people, to 
leave the fociety of, and come out from among, the wicked men of the 
world, comparable to lions and leopards, and to go along with him, as in 
2 Cor . vi. 17. and Rev . xviii, 4. And here are two forts of arguments which he 
makes ufe of to enforce this upon them. 

Firfti That the perfons from whom he exhorts them to remove, were no 
other than lions and leopards, and to converfe with them, was no better than 
to dwell in the dens and mountains of fuch. i. Wicked and ungodly per¬ 
fons may be compared to lions, efpecially thofe who are of a cruel and per¬ 
fecting nature: Hence David being among fuch, fays, my foul is among 
lions; He frequently reprefents the wicked as Inch, and defires deliverance 
from them : Likewife the apoflle Paul calls a perfecting Nero , the lion , out 
of whofe mouth it pleafed the Lord to deliver him. 2. They may be 
compared to leopards, (1.) For their being full of fpots : The leopard is not 
fuller of fpots than the finnet is of fin * as the one is natural, fo is the other j 
and as the leopard cannot change one fpot, nor make any alteration in his 
nature, no more can the Tinner change his own heart, or by any power of 
his own, remove the fpots and ftains of fin ; as Jeremy fays, Cb. xiii. 23. 
Can the Ethiopian change his Jkin , or the leopard bis fpots ? then may ye alfo do 
good , tha X. are accuftomed to do evil. (2.) For their craftinefs and cruelty, as 
is manifeft from Jer. v. 6. Hof xiii. 7. Ailianus 1 reports, that when the 
leopard is in want of food, it hides itfelf among the thickets, fo as it can¬ 
not be feen ; and by the fweetnefs of its odour, draws the fawns, does, wild 
goats, and fuch like animals, to it 5 and when they are near, breaks out of 
its lurking place, and makes them its prey 5 other artful methods it makes 
ufe of for the fame purpofe, as is recorded by others'; which is a juft em¬ 
blem of the craftinefs and cruelty of wicked and ungodly men, who ufe all 
the ftratagems to enfnare, and exercife all the cruelty they can devife, upon 
thofe who are quiet in the land . (3.) For their fwiftnefs : So in Hab. i. 8. 

The horfes of the Chaldeans are faid to be fwifter than leopards. Wicked 
men, though flow and backward to that which is good, yet are fwift to do 
mifchief; no fooner do their hearts devife wickedneft, but their feet run to 
accomplifh it. * 

Secondly , The fecond argument he ufes with -her to quit the fociety of 
wicked men, is, the enjoyment of his own company, which is far preferable 
to theirs 5 Come with me* my fpoufe. 1 . Chrift’s company is much more pleafant 
than theirs •, though the ways of fin may feem pleafant for a while, yet, at length, 
they will appear no other than the haunts of lions and leopards ; though the 
company of Tinners may feem now Tweet and delightful, they will be found, at 
laft, to be more bitter than death but ChrifFs ways are always ways of 

L 1 2 pleafant - 
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pleafantnefs: *Tis good for the believer to be always m hi* company, where 
he finds folid pleafure, and inexpreflible delight, more than ever he did itv 
the rents of wickedneis. 2. It is more profitable : The company and conven¬ 
tion of wicked men is hurtful and pernicious \ Evil commmicatiqns corrupt good 
manners but the company of Chrift is always profitable : A believer always 
gets fomething by it; it has a mighty influence upon the inward frame-of his 
foul, and upon his outward walk in the world ; it makes him both comfort¬ 
able in hi mi elf, and ufeiiil to others ; fothat he fuftains no'lofs, but, undoubt¬ 
edly, is a gainer, who parts with the company of the men of the world for 
ChritVs. Chrift*s company is much more fafe than their’s : The company 
of wicked men is always dangerous; there’s danger, not only of being infeded 
with their fins, but alio of partaking of their plagues’T-it tends to ruin here, 
and leads to everlafting deftrudion j but the believer is always fafe in Chrift’9 
company, in what place or condition foeverhe be ; though he walks through 
the waters of afflictions, and fire of tribulations, nay, though through the 
valley of the fliadow of* death, yet he is always fafe, being guided by hfe 
counfel, fupported by his hand* and comforted by his prefence. 

Now Chrift, in all this, difeovers a great deal of care over, andaffedion to* 
his church and people : One would think, fhe cannot withftand a requeft, de¬ 
livered in iuch an affedionate manner, where her own comfort, profit, and 
fafety, are fo much concerned Who would dwell in lions dens, and in the 
mountains of the leopards, when they might have fuch agreeable and delight¬ 
ful company, as Chrift’s is ? which is to be valued and prefer’d before this 
world, and all the things of it •, though God’s own children are too apt to 
be taken with them, and therefore have need, as here, to be called to look, 
off from them, to things that are fpirioual and heavenly, and not take up 
their reft and fatisfadion in thofe things and places* where lions dwell, and 
leopards walk.. 


Ver. 9. Trhou haft ramified my , heartmy fiftermy fpoufe: Thou 
haft ramified my hearty with one of thine eycs y with one chain of 
thy neck 

r 

C HRIS T having invited his church to go along with him, here difeovers 
the reafon of it, becaufe his heart was ravifhed with her; he had fuch 
an affection for her, that he could not bear to be at a diftance from her. In 
thefe words, confider, 

l. The titles given to her *, my JiJier , my fpoufe. 

II. What he declares to her; T'bou baft ravijbed my heart -, which expreffion 
is doubled. 

IIL What it was his heart was fo taken with, which had fuch a mighty 
influence upon him;, with one of thine eyes > with one chain of thy neck. 


Llfhall 
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I. I lhall confider the titles he gives unto her, a'nd they are two, my fifter, 

my fpoufe ; one of which, .viz. my fpoufe, has been explained in the former 
verfe, and. is here repeated to lhew his affection to her, how much he de¬ 
lighted in her under this character ; as alfo to allure her of the truth of it, as 
well as. to manifeft his fatisfadlion in this relation; and that he was not 
afhamed to own and acknowledge her as fuch: The other title, my Jifier , 
we have not met with before; now Chrift may call the church his filler, 
i. More amatorio, it being a love-ftrain ; and this being a love-fong, where 
Chrift and his church are exprcfling their love to each other, fuch a title as 
this cannot be look’d upon an improper one. 2. More Hebraorum: it being 
ufual with the Jews, to call- thole of their own kindred and country, bre¬ 
thren and fillers; and with none but fuch were they allow’d to marry ; and, 
perhaps, to this the apolile has a refpedt, 1 Cor. ix. 5. Have we not power 
to lead about a fifter, a wife, &c. Agreeable to this, Chrift calls his church, his 
Mer, whom he had efpoufed to himfelf. 3. He may call her fo on the 
account of his incarnation ; he having afiumed the fame nature, and partook 
of the fame flefh and bloody the children did ; and lb being of one and the 
fame mafs and lump with them, is not ofhamed tv call them brethren \ which, 
it may be, is intended in that wilh of the church’s, Ch. viii. 1. 0 that thou wert 
as my brother, &c. i. e . O that thou wert incarnate, that we were of the fame 
flefh and blood* and thereby thou appear to be my brother, and I thy filler. 
4. On the account of her adoption. God has, by his fovereign, free and di- 
ftinguilhing grace, adopted all his ele<ft into his family, and has in his cove¬ 
nant of grace, declared himfelf to be their father, and them to be his fons 
and daughters \ and now being the fons and daughters of the fame Father as 
Chrift is the fon of, they become his brethren and fillers, which he acknow¬ 
ledges, Johny^. 17. 5. Being born again, noP of blood , nor of the will of 

the flefh, nor of the will of man, but of God , they bear this character; and are 
fo in Chrift's efteem, according to what he fays, Mat. xii. 50. Whofoever 
fhall do the will of my Father which is in heaven ; the fame is my brother , and 
Jifter, and mother Chrift bears all relations to his people, and is willing to 
own them in all relations to him. 6. Perhaps the church is here firft called 
Chrift’s filler; becaufe Chrift having called his people out of Judea's land, 
and gathered a church among the Gentiles, that little fifter fpoken of, in 
Ch. viii. 8. it might hereby appear, that he had a real affedtion for her, that 
fhe was valued by him, and nearly related to him. 

II. What he declares unto her, is, that Ihe had ravijhed his heart. It is 
but one word in the Hebrew text, and is ufed in this form and fenfe fio were 
dfe* but twice in this verfe; for Chrift’s love being fo unfpeakable and in- 
expreffible, he coins, as a one well obferves, new words, to difcover it by • 
it is varioufly render’d, and, perhaps, by laying the feveral verfions toge¬ 
ther, it will appear more fully what is intended in it. 1. The words may be 
render’d, thou haft heartened me r or put heart into me, and caufed me to be 
of good chear; fo Cocceius. The word is ufed in this fenfe, in the Syriac 
Teftament, in Mat. ix. 2. and 1 Tbef v. 14. and then the fenfe may be this; 


*■ Durham in Ioc;. 



262 Exposition of the Chap. IV, 

the love which I bear unto thee, the charming ideas of thee, which I al¬ 
ways carry in my mind, and the joy which was fet befon me, of having 
thy company and prefence for ever in glory, have made my heavy fufferings 
eaiy, animated me as man and mediator, and chearfully carried me through 
them all, for thy fake, Heb. xii. 2. 2. Others read them, thou haft un- 

bearted me ; thou haft taken away my heart, and ftolen it from me, io that 
I have no heart left in me, fo the Septuagint ; which reading, R. Jben Ezra , 
confirms. Sometimes fear throws perlbns into fuch a condition, that they 
are as if they had no heart, fpirir, life or foul in them ; as the Canaanites in 
Judg. v. 1. fometimes wonder and furprize ; thus the queen of Sbeba y when 
ihe had feen Solomon's wifdom and glory, ’tis faid, there was no more fpirit 
in her: And fometimes love has fuch an influence on the heart, and fo it 
had here on Chrift ; it was fo powerful, that it had taken away his heart* 
thou baft ravijbed my hearty i. e. thou haft taken it away from me* as it 
were, by force and violence, that it is no longer mine, but thine ; thou 
art matter over it, and haft the command of it, b having claimed it to thy 
felf as thine own. 3. It is render’d by others, thou haft drawn my heart unto 
thee \ fo R. Sol. Jar chi: Or brought me near , or caufed me to draw nigh «* 
that our hearts fliould be drawn to him, by views of his lovelinefs, and dif- 
coveries of his love to us, is no wonder ; but that Chrift’s heart Ihould be 
drawn to us, in whom were neither love nor lovelinefs, is furprizing ; which 
fhews the exceeding greatnefs, freenefs and richnefs of Chrift’s love. 4. 
It may be read, thou haft coupled my heart with thine ; and in this fenfe the 
Talmudijls ufe the word d . Chrift’s heart and a believer’s are fo knit, join’d 
and coupled together, that they are but one heart, one foul, and one fpirit ; 
he that is join'd to the Lord is one fpirit ♦, all the powers of hell and earth, 
united together, are not able to disjoin and feparate, either a believer’s heart 
from Chrift, or Chrift’s heart from a believer. 5. The Targum paraphrafes 
it thus; thy love is fixed upon the table of my heart ; it is wrote there in legi¬ 
ble charafters, which can never be erafed : The church is not only engraven 
on the palms of Chrift’s hands, but alfo upon the table of his heart; and fo 
the church has what Ihe wiftied for, Ch. viii. 6. Set me as feal upon thine 
heart. Chrift’s love to the church is fo riveted and fixed in his heart, that 
there’s no removing it, who Jhall feparate us from the love of Chrift ? 6. 
It is tranflated by others, thou haft wounded my heart ; fo the Vulgate Latin , 
which reading is not to be defpifed ; R. David Kimchi e owns it. Chrift’s 
heart was wounded with one of love’s darts, with an arrow Ihot from one 
of the church’s eyes ; which is expreflive of the force and power of love, with 
what vehemence it dwelt in, and what influence it had upon the heart of 
Chrift. , 


Now this expreffion is repeated to fliew the vehemency and paffionatertefs of 
his love, and the exceeding greatnefs of it; as alfo to aflure her of the reality of 
it, that he was hearty and fiacere in it; and did not fay this by way of comgdi- 
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ment to her, as lovers too often do ; nor was it a word which was raflily 
fpoken by him, or that dropped from him-at unawares * but as it proceeded 
from his heart, fo it was fpoken by him in a deliberate manner ; therefore 
he repeats it, not to correft, but to confirm it. 

Hence we may conclude, what intereft a believer has in Chrift’s heart; 
What may he not expert ? What can he want ? What need he fear *, that has 
fo great a fhare in Chrift’s heart ? and what reafon has he to give Chrift his 
heart, who has fo much of Chrift’s ? 

III. I ili-all now take notice of the things with which Chrift’s heart was 
ravifhed. i. With one of the church’s eyes. The eye is an attractive b of 
love, and therefore it is faid in Prov. vi. 25. Neither let her take thee with 
her eye lids . By the eye, with which Chrift was fo taken, .may be meant, the 
eye of faith* by whicn^ foul looks on him, and loves him, beholds his fili¬ 
ng fs, and willies for an intereft in him,, and looks to him, and expeCts from 
him alone, life and falvation : He fays, it was with one of her eyes j which 
Ihews that a believer has more eyes than one; and therefore we read of the 
eyes of their underjianding, Eph. i. 18. but it was with this eye of faith, by 
which ftie looked to him and believed on him*, that his heart was fo ravifhed, and 
that but with one look from it,, or glance of it, as both Junius and Ainfwortb 
read it; nay, though but a very glimmering one for faith, even in its low- 
eft degree, is exceeding precious to Chrift Jefus ; which fhews how eafily 
and quickly a conqueft is gained over Chrift’s heart, by faith*, his heart mult 
needs be full of love to believers, fince it is ravifhed and overcome, even with 
a fingle glimmering look from faith’s eye -, and if fo, how much will his heart 
be ravifhed, when we fhall fee him face to face, juft as he is, take a full view 
of him, look at him, and feed our eyes for ever upon the unutterable glories 
of his perfon ? i . With one chain of her neck. The neck is a beautiful part 
of the body,, and being agreeably adorned, is exceeding enamouring. By 
th tneck we may alfo unddtltand faith, as we have obferved on ver. 4. it being 
neither unuiual nor improper to reprefent one and the fame thing under dif¬ 
ferent metaphors: And by the chain, may be meant, the graces of the fpirit, 
which being link’d and chained, do infeparably go together ; and being put 
about this neck of faith, makes it look very beautiful; every grace is as a 
golden link or precious pear), in Chrift’s efteem, who having beautified his 
people with them, takes the utrnqft delight in viewing them ; and whilft he 
is obferving how beautifully they are adorned therewith,, bis heart is ravifhed 
with them. 

Ver. 10. How fair is thy love, my Jifler , my fpoufe! how much bet¬ 
ter is thy love than wine ! and. the fmell of thine ointments than 
all fpices ! 

C lHRI ST having declared in the preceding verfe, how much his heart 
^ was delighted in, and ravifhed with the faith of his church ; now pro¬ 
ceeds to fhew how well pleafed he was with her love, and other graces^df the 
fpirit,/in thefe words* where, I, The 
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I. The excellency of her love is fet forth. 

II. The fweet fmell of her ointments is commended. 

I. He gives fome excellent characters of her love to him. Chrift is the 
objeft of a believer's love, and he is well pleafed with that love which they 
fhew to him: The nature of this love, its iprings and aCtings have been 
Ihewn already, on Ch. i. 3. where it has been obferved, that it is fuperlative 
and univerfal, a believer loves (Thrift above all, and all of (Thrift \ it is, or at 
leaft ought to be conftant and ardent, and is always hearty and unfeigned ; 
it fprings and arifes from views of Chrift’s lovelinefs, and fights of his fuit- 
ablenefs and fulnefs, from a fenfe of his love, and a difeovery of union and 
relation^ to him *, and is heightened and encreafed by enjoying communion 
and fellowftiip with him; it manifefts itfelf by a regard to his commands 
and ordinances, his truths, his people and his prefence, and by parting with 
and bearing all for him, as has there been more largely fhewn. Now of 
fuch a love as this, he fays, 1. That it is fair \ How fair is thy love> my fiftcr y 
my fpoufe ; The characters and titles he gives her, have been already ex¬ 
plained ; it was proper to repeat them here, that whilft he was commending 
her love, he might lhew his own, and allure her of the relation flie flood in 
to him, and that he had an undoubted right to the affeCtions of her heart: 
He here fays, that her love to him was fair y i. e. lovely, delightful, grateful 
and acceptable *, and it appears to be exceeding well pleafing to him ; for 
thefe perfons, he declares, are the objeCts of his love, to whom he manifefts 
himfelf, in a way of fpecial grace and favour *, he over rules all things here 
for their good *, he gives them more grace, has prepared glory for them, 
and will preferve them fafe unto it; Not that their love is the meritorious 
and procuring caufe of all this, or the condition of their enjoying it *, for his 
love to them has refolved all thefe things for them beforehand, and is the 
caufe of theirs; but when it is wrought in their fouls, and difeovers itfelf 
to him, he is pleafed to fhew by thofe inftances of his grace, how fair and 
lovely it is in his fight. 2. He lays that it is better than wine . He here df- 
ferts the fame of her love, which fhe had of his, in Ch . i. 2. (Thrift and 
the church, in this fong, do frequently gather up each others words, drivings 
as‘it were, to out-do each other in their expreffions of lcrve *, but (Thrift will 
in no wife come behind, and be out-done by his church and people; though 
it may well be wondered at, that Chrift fhould have the fame to fay of our 
love as we have of his ; yet fo it is: He here declares, it is better than wine y 
Le. more grateful and pleafant, more refrefhing and reviving; wine makes 
glad the heart of man y Pfal. .civ. 15. but .it cannot cheat and make glad the 
heart of man more than a finner’s love does the heart of Chrift : Wine was 
ufed in feafts, and counted a principal part thereof; therefore the houfe of 
fcafting was called the houfe of drinking ; i. e. wine, Ecclef vii. 2. The feaft 
which the rich Pharifee made for Chrift, was not, as one well obferves 
thought fo much of by him, nor half fo entertaining to him, as the love 

which 


• Durham in loc. 



Ver. ji.' S O N G of S Q N G S. 265 

which the poor woman Ihewed him. Wine was ufed in the legal facrifices 
but the wine of legal facrifices, or any external performance, is not fo valued 
by Chrift as a Tinner’s love is; and indeed, no duties or performances what¬ 
ever, are acceptable to him, unlefs love be the inward principle from whence 
they flow, and by which they are afted. 3. He fets off the greatnefs and 
excellency of it, by lifing a word of the plural number; How fair are thy 
loves , &c. How much better are thy loves , &c. which may be expreflive of 
the leveral actings of it towards him, for it difeovers itfelf various ways; 
and alfo of the feveral fruits which accompany or fpring from it ;• all which 
fcrve for the greater commendation of it. 4. The manner of the expref- 
fions, which is by way of interrogation and admiration; How fair , &cc. how 
much better , &c. as if it could nQt be well expreffed, how fair , lovely, and 
valuable it was \ which is an evidence of the valuablenefs of it, or at leaft, 
an indication, how much Chrift efteemed it: Chrift's love has its heights and 
depths, and lengths and breadths, and to hear fouls fpeak after fuch a man¬ 
ner, concerning that, need not to be wondered at, but to hear Chrift exprefe 
himfelf after this manner, concerning ours, is Arrange and furprizing. 

II. Her ointments are next commended, and the fmell of them ; in Ch. i. 3. 
we read of Chrift’s ointments, here of the church’s, in both places one and 
the fame thing is intended, viz, the graces of the fpirit: Why thefe are called 
ointments, have been there (hewn. Thefe ointments or graces of the fpirit, 
are firft Chrift’s and then the church’s: The head is firft anointed with them, 
and then the members *, he without meafure, but they in meafure j which be¬ 
ing poured forth upon them, and they anointed with them, the fmell of them 
Is exceeding grateful to him : The fmell of thefe ointments intends the adtings 
and exercifes of grace upon him, which are very delightful to him, and pre¬ 
ferred by him, to all fpices , even to all that were ufed in the holy anointing 
oil, Exod , xxx. 23, 24. that was not fo valuable as this anointing , which 
teacheth all things , nor the fmell of that fo much efteemed by Chrift, as this is. 

% 

Ver. 11. Thy lips, 0 my fpoufe ! drop as the honey comb: Honey 
and milk are under thy tongue, and the fmell of thy garments is 
like the fmell of Lebanon. 

I 0 

C HRIT having declared, in the two former verfes, how much his heart 
was taken with the faith and love of his church, and delighted with the 
fmell of her ointments •, here, with pleafure, takes notice of her mellifluous 
language, and fweet-fmelling drefs. Two things 1 are here commended in 
her i 

* 

I. The fweetnefs of her fpeech. 

II. The fmell of Her garments. 

I. The fweetnefs of her fpeech: Chrift’s heart was not only ravifhed with 
her fparkling eye, and dazling chain, but alfo with her charming lips and 
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graceful language ; tby lips, 0 my fpoufe ! drop as the honey comb , &c. her 
lips dropped things for matter like the honey comb, and thefe things in fuch 
a manner, as the honey comb does. 

Firjty Things for matter like the honey comb: Pleafant words , fays Solo- 
lemon , Prov. xviii. 24. are as an honey comb , facet to the foul , and health to 
the bones . Such pleafant words, which are as the honey comb, drop from the 
church’s and from every believer’s lips, 1. In prayer* So the Targum expounds 
thefe words of the priefts lips, dropping as the honey comb, when they 
prayed in the holy court. The believer oftentimes drop% things in prayer, 
which, as they are profitable to himfelf and others, for the effectual fervent 
r;»j, the inwrought prayer of a righteous man availeth muchy Jam. v. 16. 
So they are lweet, pleafant, delightful and acceptable to Chrift * the prayer 
of the upright is his delight: The prayers of the meaneft believer are as de¬ 
lightful mufic in his ears, as lweet-fmelling odours in his noftrils, and like 
the honey or honey comb to his tafte. 2. In praifes : Chrift has done great 
things for his church and people, in the redemption and falvation of them, 
and therefore praife becomes them * it is their duty * and as this work is often¬ 
times pleafant to their own fouls, fo in difeharging it they often drop things 
in the praife of (Thrift’s perfon and grace, which are exceeding grateful and 
well pleafing to him. 3. In confelling (Thrift’s name, and owning his truths 
before men : This is a work exceeding neceffary, and a duty highly incum¬ 
bent on God’s children * at every opportunity, and whenever they are called 
to it, they ought to do it; and as the omillion of it is much reftnted by 
Chrift, fo the performance of it will be gracioufiy rewarded, as appears from 
Mat. x. 32. Thus Paul , both at Jerusalem and at Rome, and jnatfy other 
martyrs andconfeflors, have, in the behalf of Chrift and his gofpel, dropped 
words like the honey comb. 4. In the miniflxyof the word : Thle church’s 
lips are the minifters of the gofpel, whofe bufinefs is to deliver not fo much 
the fenfes of the law, which is JarchPs note on the words b , as the doftrineS 
of the gofpel; thefe lips drop the wholejome words of our Lord Jefus Chrijl y 
and not words uyhicjh eat lik^e canker , but word^ which, like tjie. honey 

comb, are health to the bones . *5. In common convention; the. lips of the 
faints do frequently therein drop words pleafant and delightful, which tend 
to the edification of thofe with whom they converfe, and minifiet grace to 
the hearers ; and fo are likejhe honey comb, both pleafant and profitable. 

Secondly , Her lips dropped thefe things, in'fuch a manner, as tne honey 
comb does ; 1. Freely, and Without prefling or fquee^ing. A foul that has 
received the grace of God in truth, cannot but fpeak of the things which he 
has beard and feen ; being fullof matter , his belly te as wine which'hath no 
•vent , and is ready ta burjt , like new bottles ; therefore he mull fpeak that he 
may be refrefhed ; there needs no other conftraint to belaid on him,, than what 
he feels in his own breaft. 2. Gradually: The honey comb does not pour put 
all at once, but by degrees ; a man of grace, like the vertuous woman, in 


Prov . xxxi. 26. opens his mouth with wifdom, and not like the foo] who,pours 
Out his foolillinlefS, and utters afi hisWnd at once; btit delivers, his words 
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With moderation and difcretion, and obferves proper feafons and opportunities 
to fpeak his mind; now a word fitly, prudently and feafonably fpoken, is 
like apples of gold in pictures of fiber ; for as we are to walk, fo we are to 
talk in wifdom, both to thofe that are without, and thofe that are within. 
3. Conftantly: The honey comb, though it drops gradually, yet it keeps 
conftantly dropping; lo a believer’s fpeech fhould be always with graces he 
fhould be always praying or praifing, or dropping fomething which may 
tend to the magnifying of God’s grace, and the good and edification of fouls. 

Thefe words in general, fhew the choicenefsof a believer’s difcourfe, that 
it is not any thing that is the fubjeft of it; no common and ordinary things 
which he is fpeaking of, but what is choice and excellent, as the honey 
which drops from the honey comb is efteemed the beft, being what we call 
life-honey \ as alfo, how much Chrift’s heart was taken with it, and his affec¬ 
tions drawn by it; it had a mighty influence upon him, and ftrongly en¬ 
gaged his heart towards her ; fee Prov . v. 3. Now the reafon why her lips 
dropped after this manner, was, becaufe^wy and milk were under her tongue •, 
and therefore they could not well drop otherwife : By milk and honey, may be 
intended the aboundings and overflowings of grace in a believer’s heart, which 
thereby is made like Canaan' s land, flowing with milk and honey . Now, out 
of the abundance of this grace, received into the heart, the mouth fpeaks: 
Or elfe, by them may be meant, the doCtrines of the gofpel, which may 
Very well be compared thereunto ^ words fweeter than honey and milk c . 

\Jt, To honey. 1. The gofpel is gathered out of the choice flowers of 
the fcriptures : The minifters of it, who labour in the word and doctrine, are 
.the bees, who come laden with the honey of the gofpel, into the hive of the 
church ; by which fouls are delighted and refrelhed. 2. It is like to honey 
for its fweetnefs: Thus David Could fay, PfaL cxix. 103. by experience* 
How fweet are thy words unto my tafte ! yea, fweeter than honey to my mouth: 
A gracious foul, who feeds on the gofpel, and taftes the fweetnefs of it, finds 
it, as Ezekiel did his roll, like honey for fweetnefs in his mouth ; and fo it is 
always thus grateful to a fpiritual man, who has a proper guft and relifh of in, 
3. Like honey, it is of a nourifhing nature. Honey was not only the food 
of babes, but of grown perfons, as appears from Ifa . vii. 15, 22. The gof¬ 
pel has in it food both for children and for ftrong men, and that which is ex¬ 
ceeding nourifhing to both. 4. Like the honey which Jonathan eat of, it en¬ 
lightens the eyes \ when the fpirit of God introduces it into a {inner’s heart, 
it gives light there, as thepfalmift fays, PfaL cxix. 130. The entrance of thy 
words giveth light ; it gives light into a man’s felf, into his loft and miferable 
ftate by nature ; it gives light into the impurity of his heart, and the imper¬ 
fection of his obedience; it gives light into the perfon, grace and righteouf- 
nefs of Chrift, and is an inftrument in the fpirit’s hands, to guide his feet in 
the way of peace. 5. It is like the honey the Ifraelites fuck’d out of the rock, 
in the wildernefs : The rock is Chrift, from whence the honey of the gofpel 
flows; he is the author, and he is the fubjeCt of it. Or, 6. It is like the 
honey Sampfon found in the carkafs of the lion. Chrift is the lion of the tribe 
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Judah, in whofeflaip body and precious blood, the honey, of gofpel-grace 
is to be found by poor Tinners, who teed upon it. 

2 dly> As the gofpel may be compared to honey, To likewife to milk ; it is 
called the Jtncere milk of the wordy which is not mixed and blended with hu¬ 
man doctrines, but is tree from fuch adulterations, and fo is exceeding pro¬ 
fitable, and no ways hurtful to the fouls of men. i. It may be compared 
to milk, becaufe it is ealy of digeftion, and therefore proper food for new 
born babes; hence the apojlle fed the Corinthians with the milk of the word, 
and not with the ftrong meat thereof, becaufe they were not as yet able to 
bear it, could not digeft it ; but the plainer and more eafy truths of the 
goipel are like milk, ealy of digeftion to fouls that are bom again, though 
even thefe to a natural man are hard fayings, which he cannot bear. 2. Like 
milk it is very nourilhing ; Chrift’s new born babes grow hereby, being nou - 
rifhed up in the words of faith , and of good doftrine . 3. Milk is of a cool¬ 

ing nature, and ufeful in abating the Violence oF inflammations d ; fo the 
gofpel being applied by the Spirit to a poor finner, who has been under a 
work of the law, reprefles the violence of thofe inflammations railed in his 
confcience, by a fiery law’s working wrath there; which is wonderfully al¬ 
layed by the milk of the gofpel, and the application of the exceeding great 
and precious promiles of it, which lead the foul to the perfon, blood, and 
righteoufnefs of Chrift Jefus. 4. Milk is efteemed ufeful to perfons in con- 
fumptions, and therefore a milky diet is ufually recommended to them ; fin 
is a wafting and confuming diftemper, which is only cured by drinking the 
milk of the gofpel; which, when powerfully applied by the Spirit of God, 
is the favour of life unto life ; and will not only recover a perfon that is far 
gone, and in the molt declining condition, but alfo reftore him from death 
itfelf. 


Now when thefe are faid to be under her tongue, it intends either, (1.) That 
they were in her hearc, fo PfaL lxvi. 17. he was exalted with my tongue , or he 
was exalted under my tongue, i. e. in my heart; it was in my heart to ex¬ 
alt him, I purpofed and defigned it; fo here, honey and milk are under thy 
tongue , i. e. they are in thy heart; it is one thing to have a notion of the 
gofpel in our heads, and another thing to have it in our hearts, by a com¬ 
fortable experience. (2.) It fuppofes that fhe tailed the fweetnefs of thofe 
truths; fhe rolled them as a fweet morfel under her tongue, as Jobxx. 12. 
refolving to have all the pleafure and fatisfadlion which might arife from 
thence. (3.) That thefe were the conftant fubjefl: of her meditation, 
PfaL x. 7. having tailed a fweetnefs in them, which drew her affeftions to 
thc-m, her thoughts were Always employed about them. (4.) That fhe was 
always ready to fpeak oPthem at fuitable times, and on proper occafions > 
having them under her tpngue. (5.) This fhews the difference there is be¬ 
tween a carnal, Chriftlefs finner, and a true believer ; the one has the poifon 
of afps under bis lips , Rom. iii. 13. and the other honey and milk under his 
tongue ; the fpeech of the one is poifonous and infectious, and the language 
of the other fweet and edifying j fo that as by their words they fhall be jujli- 
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fed, by their words alfo they may be known their fpeech bewrays them, and 
declares to what company they belong. 

II. The fecond thing commended in her is, the fmell of her garments ; and 
the fmell of thy garments is like the fmell of Lebanon j in Lebanon grew many 
odoriferous trees, which did emit a fragrant fmell to paffers by ; hence the 
graces .of God’s people are fa id to fmell as Lebanon , Hof. xiv. 6. by her 
.garments here may be meant, 1. The garments of falvation , and the robe of 
Chrift’s righteoufnefs. Chrift’s garments are faid to fmell of myrrh , aloes, and 
caffia \ now thefe very garments are put upon the believer, fo that it is no won¬ 
der his garments fmell like Lebanon ^ in thefe believers appear before God, as 
Jacob did before his father, in the garments of his elder brother Efau, and are 
in his noftrils a fweet fmelling favour ; for the fmell of his raiment to him is 
like the fmell of a field which the Lord hath bleffed ; he is exceedingly well 
pleafed with it, and with them in it; Chrift fmells a fweet odour even in 
thofe garments which he himfelf has wrought out, and cloathed his people 
with. Or elfe, 2. By them we may underftand the outward converfation-gar- 
ments of the faints, which are wholefome and favoury, and not like the con- 
verfation of the wicked, filthy, ftinking, and infectious ; when works go along 
with words, and praftice with profefiion, when with lips dropping like the 
honey comb, the fweet fmelling garment of a gofpel converfation is joined, 
how does it adorn a Chriftian, and render him lovely and acceptable, and 
caufes his fmell to be as that of Lebanon? Some Jewiffi writers e refer thefe 
garments to the facerdotal garments of the priefts, which were certainly typi¬ 
cal of thofe, which Chrift, as our high prieft, wears, and with which he clothes 
his people. 

Ver. 12. A garden inch fed is my fifler, my fpoufe $ a /firing Jhut 
up, a fountain fealed . 

C HRIST having admired his church’s faith and love, her language and 
her drefs, proceeds to give further Commendations of her, and makes 
uie of new metaphors to defcribe her by, in which he reprefents her as a well- 
watered and fruitful garden. 

Firjl , He fays, fhe is a garden inclofed ; the titles he gives her, my fifier % 
my fpoufe, have been explained in ver . 8, 9. 1 Ihall only here enquire*why 

lhe is called a garden, and that an inclofed one. And fhe is faid to be a gar¬ 
den, 1. Becaufe a garden is a piece of ground diftinguilhed and fcparated from 
others for the owner’s ufe. The church of Chrift is diftinguilhed and fepa- 
rated from others, by elefting and redeeming grace •, by efficacious calling 
grace they are alfo made to differ from others, and do in their lives and con- 
verfations live feparate from them j and being fet apart for God’s own ufe, 
lervice, and glory, are a peculiar people to himfelf. 2. In a garden is a 
variety of flowers, herbs, and plants \ in Chrift’s church are many mem¬ 
bers, and thofe of different forts, they have gifts differing from one another, 
and grace alfo-*, fome have greater gifts, and larger meafures of grace than 

others 
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others have, but in theta all there ate many of thole fweet flowers, and pre- 
tious plants. 3. In a garden, flowers, herbs, and plants don’t grow up na¬ 
turally of themfelves, but are either fet or fown, nothing but weeds grow up 
of themfelves; fo in Chrift’s garden, the church, and in the members of it, 
the graces of the fpirit don’t grow up of themfelves, they are fown, planted,* 
and raifed up by the fpiritof God ; for in their hearts .naturally grow nothing 
but the weeds of fin and corruption. 4. The ground muff be dug and pre¬ 
pared for the fetting of plants and herbs therein ; the hearts of God’s 
people before convcrfion are like fallow ground ; God is the kttjbandman. , and 
they are his bufbandry ; this ground muff be dung’d as well as dug be¬ 
fore it becomes good ground, or ever thefe flowers, herbs, and plants will 
grow there •, which method Chrift does take with his garden, and the feveral 
parts thereof. 5. To keep a garden in order requires a great deal of labour 
and care, the Hones muff be gather’d out, the plants muff be watered, the 
trees pruned, the ground dung’d, and the fences kept up ; all this, and 
much more, does (Thrift to his garden the church ; he gathers out thofe 
things which offend and hinder the growth of his plants; he watches over 
them night and day, and waters them every moment; he lops off the fruit- 
lefs branches, and prunes thofe that are fruitful, that they may bring forth 
more fruit; and keeps up the fences thereof, that the wild boar of the foreft 
mayn’t enter in, and deftroy his garden. 6. Gardens are places where per- 
fons delight to walk ; (Thrift walks in his garden, the church, in the midft 
of his golden candlefticks; you frequently hear of him in this fong, that 
he’s gone down into his garden, to feed there, and to gather Itlies ; nay, he not 
only takes his walks, but takes up his refidence in his church. 7. A garden 
is ufually but a fmall piece of ground ; and fo is Chrift’s church, in compa¬ 
nion of the wildernefs and wafte places of the world ; ’tis a little flock, a fmall 
remnant, a few that fhall be faved. 8. A fruitful and pleafant place ; and 
fo is the church when compar’d with the world, which lieth in wickednefs , 
and is over-run with the briers and thorns of fin. 

Alfo the church is faid to be a garden inclofed, (1,) For diftinCtion fake 1 
the church is by God diftinguilh’d from others; the fence with which it is 
inclofed, and by which it is made to differ from others, is the free, fpecial, and 
diftinguilhing grace of God. (2.) For protection; Chrift’s church, as’it is 
diftinguifhed by God’s grace, fo it is protected by his power ; he’s a wall of 
fire round about it, and the glory in the midfi of it, a noble fence indeed ! a 
glorious indofure 1 Jerufalem with all its mountains, and Zion with all its 
bulwarks, were not fo well fenced as this. (3.) For fecrecy; it is hidden 
from and is not feen and known by the world ; ’tis like a garden that is 
walled around, and clofely lock’d and barr’d ■, whole flowers emit a fweet 
and fragrant odour, but art not feen ; the faints, though they are exceeding 
ufeful in the world, yet are pot known by the world, but are hid and fhut 
up till the refurreCtion-mom, when it fhall appear what they really are, for 
at prefent it does not. (4.) It is compared to a garden enclofed, or lock’d and 
bon’d, for fo the b word properly fignifies, becaufe it is not pervious to 

every 
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every one, neither ought it to be, every one has not a right to enter there; 
it lhould remain inclofed, bolted and barred to all but thofe who believe in 
Chrift ; none ought to walk here but thofe who come in at the right door, 
Chrift Jefus; and every one that climbs up, and gets into this garden any 
other way, is reckoned by Chrift as a thief and a robber. (5.) It is faid to 
be a garden inclofed or locked up, becaufe ’tis only for Chrift’s life ; therefore 
ip ver. 16. file defires him to come into his garden , and eat his pleafant fruits ; 
for this garden is only his, and the fruits of it for his ufe alone ; in chap v. 
1. agreeable to her requeft he tells her, that he was come into, his garden, 
had gathered the fruits of it, and had eat; it being his lole property, which 
others had no right unto, he keeps it inclofed, locked and bolted. The allufion 
perhaps is to a garden near Jerufalem? which Adrichomius c calls bortus regius , 
the king’s garden , which was lhut up, and was only for his ufe and pleafure. 

Secondly , He fays, that fhe is a fpring Jhut up , and a fountain fealed ; I put 
thefe two together, becaufe they feem to intend much one and the fame 
thing ■, though perhaps the one may be more ftrongly expreffive of the 
church’s fulnefs and excellency than the other ; a fountain may intimate a 
larger quantity of water than a fpring, and fealing fignify a ftronger fecurity 
than bare (hutting •, but are both defigned to inform us, that Chrift’s garden 
was well watered, and that there’s no danger of the herbs, flowers and plants 
withering and perilhing. 

The Septuagint render the firft of thefe exprefiions as before, wcfoir- 
p'w^- a garden inclofed , or fhut up, and fo do the Vulgate Latin and Ligurine 
verfions , reading p for bj > Cocceius tranflates it, a heap locked up> and thinks 
the church is compared to a heap of fpices or fruits, which are locked up in 
a private place, that they mayn’t be fpoil’d or ftole away from the owner: 
Chrift’s church congregated together is an heap, but not a confufed one i 
’tis like a heap of fpice or fruit laid in order * nor is it a heap of any thing, 
but fweet fmelling fpices and pleafant fruits, fuch as are mentioned in ver . 
13, 14. to which add alfo, it is an heap that’s valued and cared for, and 
therefore kept up fate under lock and key. The other verfion of a fpring 
put up , is more ufually received and acknowledged both by Jewiih d and 
Chriftian expofitors, which alfo our tranflators follow. 

Now the church is faid to be a fpring and fountain from whence waters 
flow, to water all the plants in fhrift’s garden ; which are either^ 1. The 
graces of the fpirit, which are in her as a well , and rivers of living water , 
fpringing up unto eternal life , John iv. 14. and vii. 38, 39. and are called 
waters, becaufe they are of a frudtifying and reviving nature; the plants in 
ChriiVs garden being watered with thefe, revive and lift up their heads, 
become green, flourifhing and fruitful; the fouls of God’s children drinking 
them in, and being filled with them, become like a watered garden, whofe 

fprings 

c Hortus regius, qui hoitus conclufus dicitur; hortus erat in fuburbanis Jerufalem maris un- 
dique feptus & obfirmatus ; atque ficut paradifus arborum, fruticum, herbarum, aromatum, 
floruiji, fruttuumque ubertate anuenus, mulcendilque ac fovendis-fenfibus conveniens, & ad fe- 
cefius voluptuarios idoneus, in quo ejatindytus illefons Rpgel & ]apis Zoeleth, &c, Jdricbomii 
theatrum terrae lan&ae, p. 170, 1. \^id< 2 bam. xvii. 17. 2 Kings xxv;, 4, £ Ri Sol. 
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fprings Fail not. Or elfe, z. The do&rines of the gofpel; the gofpel J9 
thought to be the fountain fpoken of in Joel iii. 1 S. which fhould come forth 
of the houfe of the Lord> and water the valley of Shittim. 'Tis with its gra¬ 
cious truths that the faithful minifters of the gofpel water Chrift’s garden •, 
the fpirit of grace does it efficacioufly, they do it minifterially ; Paul plants, 
and Apollos waters, but God gives the increafe; the doftrines of grace often¬ 
times flow in the miniftry of the word, like floods of water upon the dry 
and parched ground, which foften, moiften, and make it fruitlul*, fouls are 
refrefh’d, grow and flourilh thereby, their graces are revived, quicknedand 
drawn forth into exerciie, and every thing looks gay and beautiful, as in a 
fruitful and pleafant garden: Now we are not to fuppofe that the church 
is fo properly this lpring or fountain, as Chrift and his fpirit are*, flic has 
not an indeficient fupply in her felf, fhe receives all from another \ but be- 
caufe of the abundance of grace, and the means of it, which Chrift is 
pleafed to grant unto his church, therefore he calls her a fpring and fountain ) 
though fhe has grace enough to aferibe all the glory to him, and own him 
to be the alone fpring and fountain from whence fhe is lupplied, as in ver. 
1 5. will be made more manifeftly to appear. 

Moreover the church is faid to be a {pving Jhut up , a fountain fealed\ 
fprings and wells of water being highly efteemed, and much valued in thofe 
hot countries, were carefully preferved *, they ufed to roll a la ge ftone at the 
the mouth of them, and for further fecurity feal it, as that (tune was which 
was laid at the mouth of the lions den, in which Daniel was caff, and that at 
the fepulchre, in which Chrift was buiied \ now thefe fountains were fhut up 
and fealed, not only that the waters might not be bemudded by beafts, but 
alfo that they might not be converted to the ufe of others; thus ’tis report¬ 
ed c , that among the Perjians were fuch fountains that only the king and his 
eldeft fon might drink of, it being a capital punilhment for any others to do 
fo : And perhaps f Solomon might have fuch a fpring and fountain in his gar¬ 
den, which was fhut up, and fealed, and kept for his own private ufe, to 
which the allufion is here made. And if we apply this to the do&rines of 
the gofpel, it intends, 1. The fecrecy and hiddennefs of them to the men of 
the world ; for if cur gofpel be bid> it is bid to them that are loJl y whom the 
god of this world bath blinded , fays the apoftle y in 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4. It is as 
an hidden gofpel to fome, a book fealed bdth to the learned and unlearn¬ 
ed, who are in a carnal and unconverted ftate; from many it is hidden as 
to the external miniftry of it, and to others it remains a fecret, in the 
midft of the cleared light, and moft powerful miniftrations of it; it is 
Ihut up in parables, and appears to be nothing elfe but dark fayings, to a 
meer natural man. 2. That they are peculiarly intended and defigned for 
the eled of God * *tis for their fakes he has fent it into the world, and for 
their fakes he’ll continue to keep it there, maugre all oppofition, until 
every one. of them are called by powerful and efficacious grace j I endure all 

things , 

• Atken«us, I.12. e. 3. ex Aeathocle in Santt. in loc. f Either at Jerufalem, or at 

Bthan, where he had a pleafure noufe, which fot the delicate gardens, walks, and fountains, 
and the fruitfulnefc of the place, he took great delight in, Jokphus Antiq. 1 . 8. c. 7. J. 3. 
Vld. Adnchonu in loc. fupra citat. 
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things , lays the opoftky e Tim. ii. io. for the eU&s fake y that they may alfo 
obtain the falvation which is in Cbriji Jefus , with eternal glory ; i.e. 1 -preach 
the gofpel, and in doing it undergo all the fufferings I do, purely upon their 
account, that falvation may be brought unto them, and .they brought afjaft 
Into the eterpal ppfifeflion of it: Ana as it is lent into and continued in the 
world for their fakes, Io it is only bleffed to them for converfion.and confu¬ 
tation ; though the gofpel is pleached to others, as well as to them,, yet it 
don’t become profitable to them, becaufe it is not mixed with faitjvby them ; 
for vvhilft it is the favour of life unto life to fome, it is the favour of death 
^unto death to others ; and though thefe-waters of gofpel* doftrines Tow to, 
•arid fall upori , others, yet it is ;but like water that falls upon a rock, jhat 
Quickly glides away, and makes no impreflion, and not like ftreatns of wa¬ 
iter which run about tlje plants, and foak.to the very root. The eleft of 
God are only iavingly converted, refrelhed and comforted by gofpel-doc- 
trines ; they are peculiarly defigned for them, and eminently bleffed to 
them ; they are only for their ule, -and are to them a fpring Jhut a/>, and a 
fountain fealed. . 

And if we apply it to. the grace of the fpirit, it demotes, i. That it is hid¬ 
den, unknown, and is not communicated *o-any >but to the eleft of God : 
The natural man knows not the things of the fpirit, viz. the grace of the 
fpirit in regeneration and effeftua 1; vocation ; thefe things are myfteries to 
him *, he’s a ftranger to them, and Unacquainted with them ; they are only 
communicated to, and wrought inthofeto whom God .would make known the 
exceeding, riches of his grace: Thus things are faid to be lhut and fealed up, 
which are kept fecret and hidden, and are not conveyed to the knowledge of 
perfons, as i nEJth. viii. 16. Dan. k ii. 4—9. 2. That it is fafe and fecure : 
The grace of God’s people is fliut up and feal’d, it can never be taken away 
from them their life , ana all their grace, the fulnefs ofit are bid with Cbrtft 
in God ; and what’s given forth unto them, and wrought in them, is an im¬ 
mortal and that good part which cannot be taken away. 3. It may in¬ 
tend the confirmation of it to the faints: So things are faid tobe feated* when 
they are ratified, confirmed, and made fore: Gracoand glory are both fo to 
the faints ; the fpirit is the author of their grace, apd the earned and pledge 
of their glory, by whom they ar e fealed unto the day of redemption* < 4. It 
may fignify Chrift’s fpecial property in his church, and her inviolable chaftity 
to him ; and this I take to be tne moft proper fenle of all thefe expftflions; 
(he’s a garden inclofed, a fpring Jhut Hp> a fountain fealed ; ‘fhe’s Qirift’s gar¬ 
den, and none , but his; Chrift’s fpring and fountain, to which none has a 
right 1 but himfelf ; foe’s hisTpouie and bride, and no other’s ; and being 
efpoufed unto him, as a chafte virgin, by mighty grace is kept To. : B The 
Jewifh writers generally siinderftand it of the modqfty and (jhaftity of 
the daughters of Ifrael\ and this fenfe feems to be abundantly confirm’d, 
from Prw. v. 15,16, 17, 18. Drink waters out of thine own ciftern^ and run- 

• mng 

* J&rjipm, 'R. Sol* Jarchi, P and R, Aben Ezra in lpc. . 1 
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ning waters cut of (hint cwH well, &c. - . - Let tby fountain be bleffed, and re¬ 
joice with the wife of tby youth. 


Ver. 13, 14. Tby plants are an orchard of pomegranates, with plea- 
fant fruits, campbire with fpikenard. Spikenard and faffron, ca¬ 
lamus and cinnamon, with all trees of frankinccnfe, myrrh and 
aloes, with all the chief fpices.. 

C HRIST having,compared his church to a garden, and obferved that it 
was well watered, . having in it a fpringand fountain, he proceeds to lhew 
the fruitfulnefs of it, that it abounded, with the choiceft trees, the moll plea- 
fant fruits,;and the chief, of fpices. Jn explaining thefe words it will be 
proper, 

I [ # _ 

I. To enquire what is .intended by the church's plants . ;r 

II. Why thefe plants are faid to be an orchard of pomegranates . 

III. Take notice of the feveral trees, fruits and fpices here mentioned, and, 
what may be intended,by .them, v- 

I. Who are meant by the church’s plants. The Targum and Jarchi Ex¬ 
pound it of the young men in Ifrad *, and it is not unufual, in feriptnre, to call 
children plants *, fee Pfal . cxxviii. 3. and cxliy. 12. Therefore by her plants 
may be intended, the members of the church, her children, young converts, 
believers in Chrift, who ar t planted iff the houfe of the Lord , and floupijh in 
the courts of our God . Thefe are not meer education-plants, who fpring 
up in churches, and join themfelves to them, becaufe their parents did ^ and 
,eipoufe religion, becaufe they were brought up in it: Thefe are not meer 
outward profefiion-plants,; who have ft napp* to live and are dead i have lamps, 
but no oil in their lamps,.,and haye a f&rfli of godlinefs, but deny the power 
thereof 5 fuch plants as thefe are fruitjefs ones \ they are like the barren fig- 
tree, from which, three years fuccefiively, fruit was fought, but none found; 
if ever thefe was any appearance of fruit on them, it never came to any thing, 
but withered away \ and whatfoever fruit they do bring, forth, ’tis tp them¬ 
felves, and not to God * like lfrael , of whom it is f^id, Hof ]*. 1. that he is 
an empty vine , and brings forth fruit to hitnfejf * and thWeafon of this is, be¬ 
caufe they have not the root of the tnqtterM them \ nor are they engrafted in¬ 
to, and rooted in Chrift ; and tfig^fore are like the ftony ground-hearers, 
who beard and receivefi..the word with joy, but it ditl not laft Jong, becaufe 
they had no root in tbemfilves \ and fuch being none of the Father’s planting, 
lhallbelpluck’d up, according to what Chrift fays, Mat.xv. 13. Every plant 
which my heavenly Father bath not planted , Jhall be rooted up j and lhall be 
bundled together, as fit fuel for the .fire, like the unfruitful and withered 
branches, or like the tares in the end of the world : But tnefe plants in the 
text, are fuch who, 1. Are, by divine grace, tranfplanted from the wilder- 
nefs of the world j they are Chrift’s vines, which he brings out of Egypt , 
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his fir and myrtle trees , which he caufes to fpring up inftead of briers and 
thorns \ thefe he either takes out of the wildernefs, or elfe makes it a fruitful 
garden by planting them there : He calls them out of the world, and trandates 
them into his own kingdom, whereby he enlarges his church, and of & gar¬ 
den makes it an orchard. 2. Who have the grace of the fpirit planted in their 
hearts; who works in them every fort of grace, which he raifes, cherifhes, 
apd at laft hrings to perfection. 3. Who are ingrafted into Chrift Jefus ; by 
nature they belong to, and grow upon the wild olive, but are, by grace, 
broken off from that, and are engrafted into the true olive, Chrift Jefus; 
they are planted into the likenefs of his death, and into the likenefs of his re- 
furrection, and fo receive the benefits of both ; they abide in him, as the 
branch in the vine, and receiving fap and nourifhment from him, become 
fruitful fouls. 4. They are fuch who have received the engrafted word ; it 
has been planted in them, and powerfully impreffed upon them ; they have 
received it in the love of it; it has effectually wrought in them, and brought 
forth fruit in them from the very day they heard and received it. 5. Such as 
thefe who are tranfplanted from the wildernefs of the world, and are planted 
in Chrift, and have had his word and grace planted in their fouls, have .a 
right to be planted minifterially in his church, and being planted there, will 
grow and flourifti. Now fuch plants as thefe, are choice and felect ones; 
they are plants of renown, and pleafant ones to God and Chrift; they are 
planted in a fruitful foil, and by rivers of water ; therefore their leaf is always 
green; neither do they ceafe from yielding fruit; hence they fhall never be 
plucked up, neither fin nor fatan, nor the world can do it; and Chrift Jefus 
never will *, for they are his Father’s planting, in whom he is, and will be 
glorified, and then is he fo, when they bring forth much fruit. 

II. Thefe plants are faid to be an orchard , or like unto an orchard of pomegra¬ 
nates. The Hebrew word 0 * 1*10 may be tranflated a paradife , as it is by the 
Septuagint: And the church a , with her plants, may be called fo, in allufion 
to the garden of Eden , the earthly paradife of our. firft parents, where the 
J.ord God made to grow every tree that was pleafant to the fight , and good for 
food ; in the midft of it flood the tree of life , and out of it went a river to wa¬ 
ter all the garden, and was, on all accounts, exceeding pleafant and delight¬ 
ful : In Chrift’s garden, the church, are planted all manner of trees of righte- 
oufnefs , which are both pleafant and profitable : In the midft of this paradife 
ot God, Hands the tree of life , Chrift Jefus; but with this difference from 
the tree of life, in Eden's garden ; for Jdam might not put forth his hand 
and take of that-, but of this, whofoever will may pluck and eat, and hap¬ 
py is every one that does fo : Here runs a river of boundlefs love and grace* 
the ftreams whereof water and refrefti all the plants herein ; arid upon all ac^ 
counts, is an Eden of pleafure, a paradife which Chrift has made for his own 

N n 2 pleafure 

r \ » I 

3 Poflunt hajc etiam in ecclefia intelligi, ut ca melius accipiamus tanquam prophetica indicia, 
precedentia futurorum ; paradifum fcilicet ipfam ecdefiam, iicut de ilia Icgitur in cantico canti - 
corum; quatuor autem paradifi flumina, quatuor evangelia; Ligna fruftifera, San&os 5 fruttus 
autem eorum, opera eorum: Lignum yitsc; fanftum fafl&qriiiri,. utique Chriftum: Lignum 
icienti* boni & mali, proprium vplyntatis arbicrium. uittg. dc Civit K Pei, 1 , l 3* c. 21. .. 
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pleafure arid delight b * and for that rtafon bfcars this namO, But they art not 
only faid to bte an orchard , but an orcbdri or paradife of ponkgfantites, h & 
in which pomegranates grew in great plenty. The chinch, like the land of 
Canaan , is a land or orchard of pomegranates; and the church's plants, b t*- 
lievers in Chrift, who are planted and grow thete, may be compared to pomd* 
granates, i. e. not to the fruit and (hell, as in ver. 3. but to the trees, i. Be*, 
caufe there are c various forts of them, which bear fruit differing from each 
other ; which may denote the difference there is in faints, by reafon of theif 
gifts and grace ; they have grace and gifts differing from each other ; One has 
more grace and larger gifts than others have ; they are not all of an equal 
iize and bignels ; they have not all a like meafure of the fpirit* and y£t they 
are all pomegranates, trees of righteoufnefs, of the right planting. 1. Pome^- 
granate-tfees, in fome countries, are very large; and fo they were in the land 
of Canaan, as appears from 1 Sam . xiv. 2. and, perhaps, may hefe denote 
iuch who excel others in gifts and grace; who are officers in churches* and 
are fet over others, in and by the Lord •> as by the other trees, fruits and 
(pices, after mentioned, may be intended leffer faints, who are of a lowfct 
form in the church of Chrift. 3. They are very fruitful trees: The fruit 
they bear, as it is full of a delightful juice, fo of grains or kernels; which 
may denote the faints being full of grace, and all the fruits of righteoufneft 
and good works, as the I'argum and Jarehi obferve here. 4. They grow 
up ftrait and upright, and fo denote the faints uprightnefs, both in heart and 
life ; they are men of upright hearts, and of upright converfations, are look¬ 
ing upwards to, and growing up in their head, Chrift Jefus. 5. They do 
not grow any where, in any foil; the Wildernefs, through which the IfraelitCs 
travelled, could not fumilh them with any ; though the land of Cdnaak 
could, when they came thither : Thefe plants or trees of righteoufnefs do not 
grow any wht re ; they are not to be found every Where j they grow in Chrift* s 
garden ; in his hdufe they are planted, and in his courts they flourifh. 

III. Here are feveral other trees, fruits and fpices, which are faid to be ih 
this garden or orchard; for ’tis added, with all pleafant fruits, i. e. whatfoev^r 
is valuable, precious and delirable, fuch as thofe after mentioned; as otitic 
phire with fpikenard \ both thefe have beeh obferved in Ch . i. 12-^—14. but 
are here mentioned in the plural number; the camphire or cyprefs on the ac¬ 
count of its fruits or berries, and the fpikenard, becaufe there ate Various 
forts of it, as Nardus Italica , nardus Celtic a, and nardus Indices, which laft ifc 
the right fpikenard. Saffron ; it is no where elfe mentioned in fcriptUffe; wfe 
call it by this name from the Arabic , xaffran ; 'ti9 catted fo oil the account 
of its yellow and goldein colour; its nature and ufefofoeft are well ktfoWh 
among us. Calamus and timumon ; both thefe were ingredients in the holy 
anointing oil, Exod. xxx. 2^, Calamus is the fweet cane mention'd in If. 
xliii. 24. and cinnamon the rad or bark of a tree that grows in Arabia , men¬ 
tion'd, Prov. vii. 17. as the harlots perfume, and in Rev. xviii. 13. as part 
•f the wares or merchandize of the whore of Babylon all trees 
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of franhttcenjt, myrrh ; frartkincenfe was ufed m the holy perfume, as was 
myrrh in the anointing oik Excd. xxx. 23 —■ ■ -34- and w,kh both thefe the 
church is faid to be petfumed, Ch. iii 6.- —- And aloes.\ either the Jjgtx aloc^ 
fo the 7 argum here, of which mention is made in Numb. xxiv. 6. or the 
herb aloes, which is of a bitter xafte, but of a fweet ftnell, and with which 
garments were perfumed, Pfal. xlv. 8. Prov . vii. 17. together with all chief 
fpices ; be they what they will, they are all to be found in Chriil’s garden, 
or what’s anlwerable to them. Now by thefe may be meant, the icveral 
graces of thefpirit, which are to be found in all thofe who are plants or mem¬ 
bers in Chrift’s church •, which are called by thefe names, and compared to 
thefe fruits, herbs, and fpices. 1. Becaufe the graces of the fpirit are many, 
and therefore many herbs and fpices are mentioned ; fee Gal. v. 22. 2. They 

are various, of different forts 5 for as it makes for the pleafantnefs of a garden 
or orchard, to have many trees, plants, herbs and flowers, fo to have them 
of different forts ; for if there were never fo many, and all of one fort, it 
would not be fo delightful. The church of Chrift, and believers in Chrift, 
as they have many, fo they have various graces; there are faith, hope, love, 
(Ac. Faith is a grace differing from hope, and hope differs from faith, and 
love from them both. 3. They are rare and excellent: The herbs and fpices 
here mentioned, fuch as fpikenard, faffron, camphire, cinnamon, (Ac. are 
not to be found every where ; they do not grow in any garden, they are 
very rarely to be met with ; the graces of the fpirit do not grow any where, 
in any heart, there are but few that have them; they are exceeding rare, 
valuable and precious. 4. Thefe herbs and fpices are all of them of a fweet 
fmell; and fo are the graces of the fpirit to Chrift; they are a fweet per¬ 
fume to him ; the fmell of thefe ointments is preferred by him to all fpices , 
in ver. 10. 5. Some of thefe herbs and plants d chear the heart, and revive 

the fpirits, as faffron , cinnamon and camphire : The fpirit of God, in his 
operations of grace, and in exciting and drawing forth grace into exercife, 
wonderfully chears our hearts, revives our fpirits, and keeps us from fainting 
and fwooning fits ; in the multitude of our thoughts within us, his comforts de¬ 
light our fouls . 6. Some of them preferve from putrefadion, as myrrh and 
aloes > and therefore were ufed in embalming dead bodies, John xix. 39. the 
grace of the fpirit is of fuch a nature ; ’tis by this our dead fouls are quic¬ 
ken’d, by this they are kept in life, and are preferred from putrifying and 
rotting in fin. 7. Some of them are green in winter time, as c faffron and the 
aloe; grace is always alive and ever green, even in winter-ftorms and cempefts, 
though it does not always appear fo to us; it is an immortal feed which ne¬ 
ver dies. 8. Some of thefe grow up higher and taller than others: The cala- 
mu/, cinnamon , myrrh, and others grow up taller than the fpikenard and faffron . 
Wow thefe may intend the graces of faith, hope and love, which rife up¬ 
wards in their aftings on the Lord Jefus Chrift * and the latter, the graces 
©f humility, meekhefs, lowlinefs of mind, $£c. 9. All thefe emit the moft 
fragrant odour, when they are either cut, bruifed or burnt: So do the grace* 


* Fernel. Method. Medend. I. 4, c. 7, and 5.17, 21 • 
1 tz. c* 19. and Solin. c, 43, and 46, 
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of the fpirit, when they are exercifed and tried in the furnace of affliction. 
10. They are all, oae way or another, more or lefs medicinal, and are health¬ 
ful to the bodies of' men \ and fo are the graces of the fpirit to the fouls of 
men. Solomon underftood the nature of all forts of herbs and plants, and no 
doubt, thefe are aptly chofen to let forth the graces of the fpirit by, and had 
we but his wifdom, we lhould know better how to apply them. 


Ver. 15. A fountain of gardens^ a well of living waters, andfir earns 
from Lebanon . 

C HRIST having commended his church as a well water’d garden, and de¬ 
clared her fruitfulnefs, fhe breaks forth in thefe words, and aferibes jt 
all to him, faying, O fountain of gardens , and well of living waters , &c. as 
the words are render’d both by Junius and Ainfwortb: ’ I is true, as if fhe 
lhould fay, I am a garden, and a garden inclofcd by thy fovereign grace, 
where the ftreams and flows of thy grace run and water all my plants, and 
make them fo fruitful as they are 5 but I am not the fpring, the fountain 
from whence they flow ; ’tis thou who art the fountain of gardens , from 
whence I am fupplied, am put into and kept in the flgurifliing condition I am ; 
’tis not owing to my felf, but ’tis by thy grace I am what I am \ and there¬ 
fore, I’ll aferibe all the glory to thee. So that the church here acknowledges 
Chrift, 

I. To be a fountain of gardens. 

II. A vjell of living waters . And, 

111 . His grace to be \)kcftreams from Lebanon. 

•. . . • . . t . ; v 

I. She acknowledges him to be a fountain of gardens. By gardens may be 
intended, either particular believers, whofe fouls are made like watered gar¬ 
dens, whofe fpringa fail not; or.rather, particular churches/ Chrift has 
more gardens than one; every particular church is a garden; fuch Were 
the churches at Rome* Corinth , Coloffe % Philippi , Theffalonica , and the feven 
.churches of Afia ; but though there have been, and.ftfll are many gardens, yet 
there is but one fountain, from whence they are all fupplied, and by which 
•theyj are all watered, and that’s the Lord Jefus. Chrift, as. the church here 
pwns; in him all/uloefs of grace dwells, and from thence believers receive 
grace for grace ; he’s the fountain from.whence it all flows : all juftifying grace 
-flows from this fountaia;. in him alone is. our juftifying righteoufnefs before 
.God; by him argali the elftft juftified, and that from all things from which 
ihsyrfOMkf not be juftlfedjjw th? law of Mofes ; ip doing which, abundance 
pf gp^i*^fplay*d k botftfn bringing it in, and. applying it to the ungodly 
|iniier,|(j 41 l which gr^pe flows from this fountain. All fan ct i fy i n g grace.flpW$ 
fcqpprjh^cp'; My..nature as well-as a juftifying righteoqfnefs,wfii-4 ayc 
ftonTChrift, he is both our fanftification and our righteoufnefs; to him"we 
n>uft look for, and from him we muft receive the one. as well as the other. 

' ' ' 4 . All 
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All the ftreams of pardoning grace take their rife from hence; Chrift fhed 
his blood to obtain the pardon of fin, and he has obtained it thereby, for all his 
people; fo that now as forgivenefs of fin is according to the riches of God’s grace, 
it is alfo upon the foot of juftice, being founded upon redemption through the 
blood of Jefus ; hence God’s juftice and faithfulnefs.are concern’d in the par¬ 
don of fin, as well as his grace and mercy difplay’d; Chrift is the fountain 
opened , to wafh in for fin, and for uncleanefs ; *tis his blood alone which ckanfetb 
from all fin whatever. He is the fountain of all the blefiings and promifes of 
the everlafting covenant; of all that light and life that we are made partakers 
of ; of all that ftrength and wifdom that are given forth to us, to aft for him 
in our feveral ftations of life ; and of all that joy, comfort and peace in be¬ 
lieving, which our fouls are at any times poffeffed of. He is the fountain of 
all fruftifying and perfevering grace, by which the plants in his garden 
become fruitful, and continue to do io. In fhort, he’s the fountain from 


whence all his churches are fupplied not only with grace, but with the gifts 
of the fpirit; he is afcended on high, that he might fill all things ; he is fill’d 
.himfelf as man and mediator, with the fpirit without meafure ; he has received 
the promtfe of the Father , and plentifully fheds it abroad among his people ; he 
fills his churches with members and officers, and all thefe with fuitable gifts 
and graces, for their refpeftive places * all comes from this fountain of gardens. 

II. She declares him to be a well of living waters ; we read in Ifa. xii. 3. of 
wells of falvation , in the plural number, which intend the fame as here ; and 
are To called to denote the fulnefs, compleatnefs and excellency of falvation 
in Chrift; Chrift is a well that is, 1. Large and deep; like that which Ifaac 
call’d Rehoboth, either from the largenefs of it, or the liberty he had then 
obtained in enjoying it; or like Jacob's well, which was very deep, at which 
Chrift met the woman of Samaria. The fulnefs of grace in Chrift has its 
heights and depths, its lengths and breadths, ’tis bottomlefs and unfathom¬ 
able,/tis immeafurable and incomprehenfible. 2. Chrift is a full well ; we 
read, % Pet. ii. 17., of fome.that are wells without water ; but fuch an one is 
not Chrift, he’s a full well, and not full of any thing, of any fort of water, 
but of living water, he's full of grace and truth. 3. This well was dug by, 
and filled alone with fovereign grate •, it pleafed the Father , it was ah aft of 
his fovereign grace, that Chrift fhould be the mediator, and that all fulnefs of 
grace fhould dwell in him as Inch 5 which he treafur’d up in him befofe the 
‘world began: The Lord , fays Wifdom, Prov . viii. 22 .pojfejfedme ; with what ? 
with all fulnefs of grace ; and when did he do this ? in the beginning of 'his way ; 
fief ore his works of old. O boundlefs, fovereign grace! 4. Faith is tfie grace 
with f which we draw from hence ; it may indeed’be faid to us, what the wo¬ 
man .of Samaria faid to Chrift, John iv. 11, Sir, thou hafi nothing tQ draw 
with, and the well is deep : we have nothing of our own to draw with, but 
Chrift who has opened our eyes, as the Lord did Hagar's , to behold himfelf the 
.well of living waters , gives us faith, whereby we draw out of the wells of fal - 
vationi and receive from this overflowing fountain grace for. grace. 5. The wa¬ 
ters we draw from hence are living ones; fuch Chrift told the woman of 

l ' Samaria 
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Samaria he couM, astmdoubtedly he afterwards did, give upto her, even 
Hvn tr water. GiHft is a well, and a^wefl fuH of living Waters; which arc 
fo called, (i.) Becaufe grace given forth from Chrift* s fulnefs to dead tinners 
makes them alive ; thefe waters are like the waters of the fanftaary, in Eze¬ 
kiels viflon, which, wherever they come, not only keep alive thofe that arc 
fo, bat qaicken fuch who are dead in trefpaffcs anafins y and in this refppft ex¬ 
cel them ; we are told, Prcv . x. 11. that the mouth of a righteous man is a 
well of life ; certainly (Thrift's mouth is fo, when he fays to finners, whilft in 
their blood, live ; his grace may then be faid to be living water. 2. Grace 
given forth from Chrift’s fulnels revives and quickens faints when dull, life- 
ids and fainting ; it comforts their hearts, and makes them chearful, lively 
and aftrve. 3. Grace maintains and fupports life in believers; we have 
our life alone from Ohrid, he is the author of it, and with him it is hid, fe- 
cured and preferved ; it is by his mighty grace that our fouls are upheld in it, 
from his fulnefs we have all the communications of it, and becaufe he lives, 
therefore we do and fhall live aifo . 4. It is this grace of ChrHVs, that givek 

faints a right to, prepares them for, and will end in eternal life ; juftifying 
grace gives them a right to eternal life - 9 fan&ifying grace makes them meet 
for it, which is in them a well of water fprrnging up into everlajiing iife y John 
iv. 14. 5. Thefe are called living waters, becaufe they are ever-running, 

and fo oppofed to Handing waters, which are dried up ih the fummer feafon; 
Chrift’s grace is perpetual, everlafting, and inexhaustible •, like himfelf, it Is 
the fame yefterday , to day , and for ever \ the fulnefs of grace in (Thrift, and 
the communications of it, are thofe living or ever-running waters, mentioned 
in Zech. xiv. 8. and it fhall be in that day , that living waters flail go out from 
Jerufalem , half of them toward the former fea y and half of them toward the 
binder fea ; in fummer and in winter fhall it be \ i. e. at all times and feafons of 
the year fhall thefe waters flow ; the faints before and after the flood, the faints 
before and under the law, the faints under the old Teftament, and the faints 
under the new, have all received from this fountain and fulnefs of grace in 
Chrift \ all the grace that angels have, and all that men have or fhfll have, 
tall conies from hence, and yet it is an ever-running, overflowing, and inex- 
Thauftibie fulnefs ; and this I'take to be the principal feafon wliy ft 14 coiled 
Wiring water. 1 

III. The church here acknowledges the grace of Chrift to be 'lYKZjjtreams 
from' Lebanon. Mount Lebanon gave'rife to fome rivers, a$Jor%a$r A 'Eku- 
tbefusy &c. and as thefe took their rife and 'ftrea^rted from eMifce, fo does 
grace from Chrift, whofe countenance is as" Lebanon, Cb. v. 15. who is in¬ 
tended here-, from this high, goodly, pleafant, fruitful and fragrant moutf- 
tain. Bow all the ftreams of divine grace to our fouls. Now by this eaprdf- 
fiem “are intended, 1. TheUfltoVeries and breakings forth of grace to thofe 
who are OtflCfts of it * the river of God’s love ran under ground fco*rt‘ eter- 

3 ; fo that thofe who are interefted in it, and are the objefts of it, 4 opow 
ling of it,'till*-it breaks forth in effeftual vocation, when it comes pour- 
tng In unto them, Yikcjtrearns from Lebanon. 2. This exprdlion may de¬ 
note 
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note the rapidity, force and power of divine grace •, it comes like a mighty 
torrent, and carries all before it \ throws down the ftrong holds of fatan, 
and is a match for the corruptions of nature * for when this works, nothing 
can let; all mountains become a plain, all obftacles and impediments are re¬ 
moved out of the way, and nothing can ftand before it, when the exceeding 
greatnefs of its power is exerted; it is irrefiftible, invincible, and always 
victorious. 3. This phrafe may be exprefiive of the abundance of grace, 
which flows from Chrift; there are aboundings of fin in our nature; but 
grace ftreaming from Chrift abounds over all * where fin abounded , fays 
the apoftle, Rom . v. 20. Grace did much more abound ; it flows into, and it 
overflows in a believer’s heart j the grace of our Lord was exceeding abun¬ 
dant , tircpf 7 r\tov&<r(y it abounded, yea, it fuperabounded with faith and love 
which is in Chrift Jefus: There is an abundance of grace given forth to a Angle 
believer, how much then muft it be that is given forth to them all! and how 
large that fulnefs which is in Chrift! 4. Though this grace flows in abun* 

dance to poor finners, yet it is in meafure ; grace is in Chrift without mea- 
fure, but in us in meafure \ it is in him as in a fountain , but is given forth 
to us in fir earns \ and thefe ftreams Ihould lead us to the fountain from whence 
they flow *, for though we Ihould rejoice in, and adore grace for the ftreams, 
yet we Ihould not reft contented, without often going to the fountain itfelf. 
5. The communications of grace are called ftreams, and fdidtobe as ftreams 
from Lebanon, becaufe they are exceeding grateful and delightful to fouls, 
even as ftreams of water were in thofe hot countries ; the ftreams which flow 
in this river of divine grace make glad the city of God; a fpring of water to 
a thirfty traveller, in the Arabian deferts, cannot be more welcome and de¬ 
lightful than the difcoveries of grace, thofe ftreams from Lebanon, are to 3 
believing foul; and therefore Chrift is faid to be as rivers of water in a dry 
place, and as the fhadow of a great rock in a weary land , I fa. xxxii. 2. 6. It 

intends the continued fupplies of grace to believers ; grace is always running, 
ftreaming, flowing to them j could the communications of grace be flopped, 
were thofe ftreams from Lebanon to ceafe, they would foon be in an empty, 
miferable and wretched ftate and condition; but this river of the water of 
life is‘proceeding out of the throne of God* and of the lamb ; it ever did, and 
fo it does ftill and ever lhall •, my God will fitppfy all your need , &C. Phih iv. 19. 
7. It intimates unto us the freenefs, of it j re is like ftreams from Lebanon, 
it runs freely ; wbofoever will , may come and take of this water of life freely: 
The firft of thefe expreflions in the text, denotes the folttefs of grace ift Chrift* 
the fecand the perpetuity and inexhauftiblenefc ©f k * and this third the ex¬ 
ceeding fceenefs of it, 

Ver. 16. Former part. Awake, O Horth^wind, and cme thott 
foutb , blow upon my garden, that the fpkes thereof may flow 
out ~ 

C HRIST laving mfefefc of che frnltfultitirs ctf his garden, the ehtirc’hj 
in ver. 12, 13, 14. and lhe in ver. 15. having acknowledged that it 
was all owing to himfelf* who i i the fountain of gardens. Me, in this verfe, 
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that nothing may be wanting to continue and increafe the fruitfulnefs thereof, 
calls to the north and fouth winds, the one to awake , and. the other to come 
and blow upon his garden* that the /pices thereof may flow cut .; The reafon 
why l take thele words to be the words of Chrift, and not of the church, are, 
j. Becaufe the language feems bed to fuit with him, who has created the 
wjnds, and gathered them in his fift, and holds them there ; who opens his 
hand and lets them loofe, and can and does recall them at his pleafure ; 
who has his ftorehoufe and' magazines of them; and when he pleafes, 
brings them forth put of his treasures; who, in the days of his flefh % gave 
a furprifing inifance of his power over them, in . rebuking the wind and 
iea, and commanding a calm, when the difciplcs, with others, were in 
imminent danger*, which occafioned the men to lay,. What manner of man is 
this , that even the wind and the fea obey him ? He can Ihut up and let loofe 
the winds, when he chinks fit, he has them at his command, and ufesthem 
as he pleafes; fo that it may be truly faid of him, what the Heathen poet * 
laid ol his Jove ; < 

Protinus JEoliis aquilonem claudit in antris, 

Emittitque notum ; madidis notus evolat alis . 

r 

2. It does not appear fo agreeable, that the church Ihould petition Chrift 
to let loofe the north wind upon her ; efpecially, if by it we underftand, as I 
think we muft, fome rough dilpenfation of providence, as afflictions, temp¬ 
tations, which though Chrift knows, that they are wholefome and ufeful 
to his people, and he makes them fo, and therefore, in his wifdom and 
grace, fends them \ yet they are not defirable to the faints, they do nor pray for 
them. 3. The perfon here fpeaking claims a right and property in this gar¬ 
den, on which the fouth-wind is to blow. Now the church is not her own 
garden, but Chrift’s, as lhe in the following part of the verfe acknowledges; 
therefore it appears to be Chrift who here fpeaks, and fays, blow upon my gar¬ 
den . Taking them then to be his words, I Ihall now confider what he fays* 
And, 

I. He calls to the north-wind to awake. Awake , O north-wind: Which * 
fome underftand as a command, to remove and be gone, and blow no 
longer upon his garden; in Pfal . evii. 25. we read that God commandeth and 
raifeib the flormy wind: It is in the Hebrew text TOJW and caufeth the ftormy 
wind to jtand ; fo that the raifing of the wind, and continuing it* in that 
language was called a caufing it to ftand > and, perhaps, a recalling it was, 
as here, called an awaking or railing it up in order to>be gone r And there 
are fome reafons which may be alledged why it may be fuppofed that it was 
not the defign of Chrift, that the north-wind Ihould blow, but rather that it 
ihould not, 1. Becaule it was now fpring time; the winter was pafl , the rainyt&s 
ever and gone ; the flowers appeared in the earth , the fig-tree put forth her green 
figs^ and the vines with the tender grapes gave a good fmell> Ch. ii, 11, 12, 13. 
and therefore it was time for the norchrwiod to ceafe blowing. 2. It being a 

. 1 . cold: 
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cold and nipping wind', would be hurtful and injurious to the plants in his 
garden,, mentioned in ver. 13, 14. and therefore it may be fuppofed that he 
would not have it blow. . 3. The verb ♦niDH blow, is in the Angular num¬ 
ber, aad feemsto.be only in condrudtion with the fouth-wind \ and there¬ 
fore is alone ordered tp blow, and not the north-wind. 4. Winds diametri¬ 
cally c oppofite to -each other, as the North and South be, cannot blow toge^ 
ther under one and. the fame Horizon , with a continued blaft ; for it they blow 
with equal force, they will hinder each other from blowing freely j and if one 
is more powerful than the other, the weaker will be obliged to join the other, 
or elfe fubfide; though winds contrary may blow together, obliquely and 
fide-way ; but the more oblique they are, the greater temped they raife, which 
cannot be fuppofed to be.Chrift’s defign here : And now, when he orders the 
north-wind to awake, arife, and be gone, he intends every thing that may be 
noxious, hurtful and injurious to his garden. Though others think the mean¬ 
ing of this phrafe, Awake,.O north-wind, is, arife, exert thyfelf and blow 
together, with the fouth-wind, upon my garden : And fo the d Jewiffl wri 7 
ters think, that both winds are defigned to blow. The north-wind, though a 
cold and nipping wind, yet c Pliny fays, that it is the mod wholefome wind 
that blows ; and the fcripture informs us, that though out of the north comes 

forth the cold \ yet alfo from it proceeds fair weather , Job xxxvii. 9-22. 

and Solomon tells us, that the north-wind drives away rain , Prov. xxv. 23. and 
then by the north-wind, as I hinted before, we may underdand rough dif- 
penfations of providence, as temptations, affliftions, (Ac. which Chrid is 
pleafed to fuffer to come upon his people, and which he brings them under* 
for their good and his glory : And this fhews, (1.) That none of thefe things 
come upon the faints without Chrid’s knowledge, permiffion or appointment y 
there is not a wind blows upon them without his will and order \ afflictions da 
dot .carae. out of the dud, nor trouble fpring out of the ground, but are 
fent from heaven to the faints, as covenant mercies \ no temptation comes 
upon.them, but what is common to. man, and Chrid takes care that they are 
not tempted above that they are able to bear, and in his own way and time, gives 
them deliverance from it r . 2. Thefe are all for their good * it is, if need be, 
they are in heaviness through manifold temptations ; all adverfe and rough dif- 
penfations of providence, all afflictions work together for their good *, they are 
all in mercy to them, otherwile, l\t that holds the wind ip his fid, ;would not 
differ the hindering north-wind to blow upon them. 3. Thefe ferve to make 
the fpices flow out , i. e. .they are ufeful for the trial, exercifo and inercafe. 
of grace v, tribulation works patience, and patience experience , and experience 
hope tribulation exerciles and tries thefe gfaces, and , makes them to 
appear. -mQre bright and glorious ; the manifold temptations the faints are at¬ 
tended with, are differed to come upon them, that the trial of their faith be¬ 
ing much.more precious than of gold that perijbeth , though it he . tried with fire % 
might be found unto ^ praife, and honour, and glory, at theappearing of jefus 
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II. He caUsto tie fouib-wird to come and How upon hi igprde*. The church 
is compared to a girdon in w. 12, and why it is fo, ha$ been there /hewn: 
Here Chrift clams a property in it: and it is his, i. By choice ; ‘he chofe this 
fpot of ground, and preferred it to all others, for this purpofe arid ufc. z . By 
gift \ he aflcod it of his father, and he gave it to him ; thine they koere, and 
thou gave/t them me* John *vii. 6. 3. By purehafe; he has bought it, and 
at a dear rate, net with corruptible things, as Jilver and gold, but with the 
invaluable price of his own moft precious blood. 4. By his powerful and effi¬ 
cacious grace, has diftinguiflied and feparated it from the wildcmefs of this 
world. 5. He ufes it as his own ; he purehafed and fet it apart for his own 
ufc and recreation, and here delights to walk ; he k frequently to be found, 
feen and heard of here: And this being his own garden, which he himfelf 
ehoie, his Father gave him, which he has purehafed with his own blbod, dif- 
tinginlhed by kid grace, and where he delights to take his walks, he there¬ 
fore calls upon the fouth-wind to blow upon it: And by the fouth-wind , and 
blowing of it, I apprehend, is intended, the fpirit of God in his pow¬ 
erful operations, and fpecial influences of grace, in and upon the hearts of 
God’s people ; and fhail now confider how he may be compared, 

Firji , To the wind in general. The fpirit of God bears the lame name, 
and frveral of the properties thereof are applicable to him, 1. The wind, as 
our Lord fays, John iii. 8. blowetb where it lifleth \ the fpirit of God is a free 
agent ; he works how and where he pleafeth; he afts freely in the firft ap¬ 
plication of grace to a poor finner, and fo he does in all the after aftings, ope¬ 
rations and influences of it, as well as in the donation of thofe gifts whiqh he 
beftows upon men for different purpofes; for though there are diverjities of 
gifts , differences of adminijlrations, and diverjities of operations ; yet all thefe 
workeib that one and the felffame fpirit ; dividing to every one feverally as be will , 
t Cor. xii. 4, 5, 6—11. 2. The wind blows imperceptibly; thou bearejt 

as Chrift fays, in the above-mentioned place, the found thereof, but canji not 
tell whence it cometb, and whither it goetb \ and fo is every one that' is born of 
the fpirit . The workings of the ipirit of God in regeneration afe invifible 
and imperceptible to the natural man; he can no more difeern the (pint's 
grace than he can fee the wind when it blows; he can no more tell from* 
whence this grace comes, and how it i9 afted, than he can point-aether trea- 
ftires of wind, and tell from whence they take their rife, and why they blow 
fometimes one way and fometimes another ; why Ibmetimes otAy in i gentle 
breeze, and at other times rife to violent ftorms; why fometimesf riey drive ort • 
in a direft line, and at other times have a circular motion ; and as-he cannot ac¬ 
count for thefe things, no mere can he for the operations of the fpirit; for he 
neither knows his perfon nor ha grace. 3. It blown powerfully and lrnffifti- 
bly; there b no (topping of it 5 it blow* when, where and how it lifteth, 
lor any thing that man can do; none but he who has created the winds and 
gathered them in his fift, can rule them at pleafore; and when he’ let2 them 
kxrfe, and gives them a command, they carry all before them; throw‘do wn 
houfes, pluck up trees by the roots, rend the mountains, and break the rocks 
in pieces ; for which reafon the fpirit of God is compared ( v.a mighty rufbmg 
wind, Afisii. 2. which filled thehoufe in which the difciples were,, on the day 
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pf penteeefti and filled them with extraordinary gifts. The fpirit of God, in his 
mighty operations ofigrace upon a Tinner’s heart, carries all before him ; there 
is no withftanding his grace and power; he throws down fatan’s ftrong holds, 
•and detnolilhes the fortifications of fin ; all mountains become a plain before 
him *, and the whole pojfe of hell, and the corruptions of a man’s heart are 
not a match for him ; for when he works none can let : He has conquered the 
hearts of the vileft and mod notorious finners ; fuch as a Manaffeb,. a Mary 
Magdalene, and a perfecuting Saul: There is no refitting his grace and the 
power of it, nor holding of his almighty arm. 4. The wind is of a puri¬ 
fying nature ; therefore fomeoail it nature's fan ; it clears the air of infe&ious 
and noxious vapours ; we are fcarce fenfible holy much our health is owing to 
it, for without this the air would foon be ftagnated, and quickly deftroy the 
life both of man and beafh The fpirit^of God purifies our hearts by faith , 
which he does by leading it to the blood of ffefus , which cleanfeth from all 
Jin \ and by fprinkling it upon our cbnfciences, whereby they are purged from 
dead works ; thofe dead weights and heavy clogs which hinder us in fervirtg 
the living God. 5. It is of a piercing and iearching nature, it penetrates into 

every hole and cranny. The fpirit of God fearches, not only the deep tbingi 
of God , but the deep things of man alfo: What is faid, Prov.xx. 27. ofthd 
fpirit of man, may, in a higher fenfe, be faid of the fpirit of God, that it is 
the candle of the Lord , fearching all the inward parts of the belly ; it penetrates 
into the utmoft recedes of a man’s heart, and difcpyers thofe hidden fwarms 
of corruptions, which before lay indifeernible 5 itrpierces even to tbf dividing 
afmder offoul and fpirit , and of the joints and marrow , and is both a difcemer and 
revealer of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 6 . It is of a cooling nature; fo> 
is the fpirit of God in his operations of grace upon a Tinner’s heart, which 
is often enflamed with wrath, through the workings of a fiery law, and the in- 
jc&ions of fatan’sjfety darts-, the heat of which he allays, by atting as a com¬ 
forter, and as ths fpirit of promife , bringing home and applying to the con- 
fcience of the diftreffed finner, the exceeding great and precious promifes of the' 
gofpel, which cool and refreffi* by removing wrath and terror from thence. 

Secondly , He. may be compared to the in particular, x. Becaufe' 

it blows warmly, brings heat with it,, breaks upTrofts, and thaws the ice ; 
when ye fee the foutb-wind him, feys Chrifly. Luke xii. 55. Ye fay there Will be 
heat ; and it cometb to pafs. So-the* fpirit of God'bring? heat along withhim, 
to the cold heart of a Tinner* dead in trefpaffes and fins ; and by* tfie mighty 
influence of his grace, thaws and melts his hard and frozen foul ; and With 
his foul-warming gales and comfortable difeoveries of love, want!?, en¬ 
livens, coqafoits and refrelhes the faint,, when in a*cold, lifelefs and‘iforttftfi-' 
tortableJfirame^ 2* It brings ferettity along with it; it is not a Muttering and 
tempeftuous wind* as. the north*wind is; but is ftill, gentle and quiet, blows 
foftly,. a&£libv faid tp Job, Ch. xxxvii. 17.. Deft thowknow-—bow thygartnetits' 
are warm, when he (ptieutbthe earth by the foutb-wind?' The fpiritof God brings 
peace unto, and commands quietneis in the heart of a diftreffed (winery whfcftf 
were nothing before butftorms and tempefts: The fruit of the fpirit Is peace , 
a confcience-peace, a peace that pajfeth all underftanding 3 which he works in 

.■ . ■ v*\ the 
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the Tinner’s heart, by* leading him to the p$rfon, blood ahd righteoufnefa of 
Chrift. 3. It is Very fructifying ; by its warmth, together with- the fun,* it 
loolens thetrees, and cauies the lap to flow, which was codgpalfcd by the cold, 
and clothes them with leaves, flowers and fruit. The fpirit of God, by his 
mighty grace and fpecial influences, makes fouls fruitful in every good word 
and work- 4. The ioudi-wind ufually brings rain, and therefore the poet re- 
prefents it as flying, cum madidis ahs f with wet and moiftned wings . Pliny • 
fays, it produces greater floods than others do; which fuitswcll with J#* 
nius's verfion, who readers the-next. claafe; thus ; f fyt the Waters flow through 
the [pices thereof. The fpirit of God blows, and caufes the floods of gracd 
to rife, which running.jabp^ the ftveral plants in the garden, make them 
fruitful, ■ .,1-: f- f :• : > " 1 ‘ 

Thirdly , According to the mind of fpme * expofitors,. the; fpirit of God is 
intended by.both win^s, th$.north and louth ; and that, 1; On the account 
of his different operations *:for>which reafpn we read of the.[even fpirits ■ of 
God, Rev. i. 4.: not that thep^. are.fo many diftinft fpirits personally exifting* 
but by them are intended tfre variety and perfection of tlrc gifts and griaSb 
of the holy fpirit of £od, who works them in, and beftows them on whom 
he will.- 2.,if the fpirit^is intended by both winds, it may be.expreflive of* 
the ufual order of the-ffpirit, in .his operations; he is. firft as the north- wind, 
ftiarp and nipping,; anttithenas the. fouth-wind, warm and.refrefhing; he firft 
acts the part pf a convin^er* and then that of a comforter ; he firft kills, afld’ 
then makes alive wound£ r ,and then he; heals,; he humbles-fouls; and makds 
them low in their own eyes, and thep exalts*, them,; he,,brings them into tip 
yrildernefs, and. then [peaks comfortably to. them*.. 3- Mayflaew that Chrift’s 
garden ftands in need, of both winds ; that the. faints forrletiitiesneed the fpi¬ 
rit as a reprover, to bring , them to a frnfe of tfyemfelves ; as well as a com¬ 
forter, to relieve them under their diftreffss ; the cold and nipping north-wind, 
as well as the warm and comfortable fouth-wind. 4, Both Winds are called, 
upon, and that to caufe the fpices to flow out, that the odour of them may 
be fpread. far and near, that it might be carried from :pole. to pole, even : 
all the world over. Now when Chrift is here reprefented, faying to the fpi¬ 
rit, Come and blow upon my garden ; it mult beunderftood pfr him as media¬ 
tor, calling unto, and, as it were, demanding pf the .fpirit to do his work’ 
affigned him in the church ; which does npt fuppofe any inferiority in the 
fpirit to Chrift ; for all the three pepfons haying jpintly. agreed in the.everlaft^ 
irig council and covenant of peace, to #ke-their fevcral diftiaft parts in maiVT 
falvation ; and the Father haying diftingui/hed this fpot of ground, this gar¬ 
den, by his grace ; and CWft having purchaftd it by his blood, and the fpi*- 
rit having planted it with precious plants,iierbs and fpices, Chrift cdlls upon, 
him by virtue of this former agreement, to do the remaining part of his^ 
work, fee John xiv. 16. and xvi. 7. to blow upon his garden, that it, may 
grow and flourifh, and the fweet fmell of thefe fpices be carried far and near':» 
Which brings me to confider, j j; j 
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III. ,T}ae reafon why he would have the wind of the fpirit blow upon his 
garden ; and that is, that .the fpices may flow out . Now by Jpices , we mull: 
underftand the graces of believers, which, like fpices, are rare, excellent, 
precious, fweet and odorous, efpecially to Chrift Jefus, by whom they are 
preferred to all fpices; and the flowing out of them intend, either, i. The 
exercifeof them : Grace is not always in exercife, but is like flowers, fliut up ; 
or like plants, herbs and fruits, which feem to be withering; or like coals 
covered with allies, that want to be h Jiirred up or blown upon, as in 2 7 * m. 
i. 6. but this believers are not capable of doing themfelves; for they can 
no more exercife grace than they can work it of themfelves; Chrift knew 
full well, that this is the fpirit’? work, therefore he calls upon him to blow, 
and thereby open thefe flowers, revive thefe plants, and blow off the allies 
from thefe coals, and draw forth grace into exercife upon himfeif the proper 
object of it. Or, 2. The evidence and (hewing forth of it to others: Chrift 
would not only have grace in the hearts of his people, but would have it 
exert and fliew itfelf in the life and converfation ; he would have thefe lights 
Jhine before men , and this grace appear, not only to himfeif, but to others. 
Or, 3. The increafe of grace: That thefe herbs and plants might be fruit¬ 
ful, the fpices fmell, and the whole garden be in a flourilhing condition ; iri 
Ihort, that the fpirit would be ripening and bringing to maturity grace in the 
fouls of believers, and finifti what he had begun there. Or elfe, 4. The dif- 
fufive odour of them : That their graces might emit fuch a fweet odour, both 
to himfeif and others, as a garden does, when after a delightful fliower of 
rain the wind gently blows upon ic; which requeft, or rather demand of his, 
no doubt, was anfwered, as appears from the following words. 

Ver. 16. Latter part.- Let my beloved come into his garden , 

and eat his pie of ant fruits, 

T H E north wind being awakened, and the fouth wind having blown upon 
Chrift’s garden, the church, according to his order, the fpices did flow 
out,- her graces were ftirred up, and begin now to exercife themfelves ; which 
caufes her, before he had well.done fpeaking, and made a flop, to break forth 
in thefe words, and earneftly defir^ his prefence and company,in his garden ; 
fo that in this one verle we have both Chrift and his church fpeaking. In 
thefe words are to be confidered, 

I. A title or character Ihe gives him; my beloved. 

II.. A requeft or invitation Ihe makes him ; to come into his garden. 

III. Her end in it to eat his pieafant fruits. 

I. Here is a title or character, which Ihe gives him, my beloved ; which; 
as it comes from her mouth, is expreflive, 1. Of her love to him: He was 

th& 

* ■ • » .... ’ ' 

* Verbum etta^Trvpr^, fi^nificat ignem cincribua tedium excitare, /opitam favillam in flanv- 
mam prof erre, Antius in 2 Tim., i. 6. 3 
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the object of her love, him whom her foul loved j and Indeed, how could 
Ihe do otherwife than love fo lovely a perfon, one who loved her fo dearly, 
and had given fuch undeniable demonftrations of it ? Love, we ufually lay, 
begets love; and no wonder that Chrift’s love (hould beget love in her, when 
weconfiderhis perfon, thenatureof his love, and how undcfcrving (he was of it. 
2. Of her faith, as to her intereft in him : She could point him out, and di- 
ftinguilh him from all others, and had ftrcngth of faith enough to claim him 
as hers ; faith and love go together, they are twins, they are born together 
in a regenerate foul, and grow up together, When one is in cxercife, ufually the 
other is alfo* for faith works by love . 3. She makes ufe of this title as an 

argument to obtain her requelt, or make her invitation the more forcible; 
Ihe, who in this manner eimeftly defires, that he would come into his gar¬ 
den, was one who dearly loved him, ftood nearly related to him, and had an 
intereft both in his perfon and affeftions. Arguments taken by the faints 
from their 'tmion and relation to Chrift, and their intereft in him, have very 
great influence upon him, and are not difregarded by him*, David knew this, 
and therefore ufcs this way of fpeaking at the throne of grace, I am thine, 
lays he, Pfal . cxix. 94. Save me. 

II. Here’s a requeft made, or an invitation given, by the church, to Chrift, 
to come into bis garden » By the garden is meant the church, and why it is fo 
called has been (hown, on ver . 12. and in what lenfe it is Chrift’s, and how 
he came to have a right to it, and property in it, has been obferved in the 
Former part of this verfe, where Chrift claims it, and the church here owns 
it ; he calls to the fouth-wind, and fays, Blow upon my garden ; (he here fays. 
Let my beloved come into his garden. Believers are willing to acknowledge, 
that all they have or are, belong to Chrift; that they are not their own, but are 
bought with a price, and therefore, all they have and are, are for his ufe, and at 
his fervice, which they openly declare, and would have others take notice of * 
and therefore fay, Pfal. c. 3. Know ye, that the Lord be is God ; it is he that 
hath made us, and not we ourjelves •, u c. who hath re-made us, we are neW 
creatures in Chrift, and are his workman (hip, and not our own ; we are his 
people, in a way of fpecial, and covenant-grace *, and the Jhtep of bis pqfiure, 
whom he has taken the care and charge of, is the great lhepherd, has laid 
down his life for, and feeds, and leads into good paffurc. 

The next thing to be taken notice of is, what is meant by Ohrid's coming 
into bis garden . There is a threefold coming of Chrift, mentioned in the 
fcripture. 

1 Jt, Hrs coming in the flelh; this was what the Old Teftament-faints 
eameftly defired, pray’d and long’d for; it was not only the wilh of David, 
but of the whole church ; he (poke the language of all their hearts, when he 
laid, Pfal. xiv. 7. O that the fahsation of Ifrael were come out of Zion ! This 
bring long promifed, and long cxpe&ed, the faith of the faints fometimes 
fcrew weak and languid concerning it; therefore the promilts which refpeft- 
cd it, were frequently renewed and repeated, and the prophets bid to fay, 
Jfa. xxxv. 4. to them that were of a fearful heart ; fear not , be ftrong, your 
Cod wM 00mt and font you j and when .they by faith faw the time near at 
3 hand. 
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hand, and him approaching, they were filled with joy and exultation ; hence 
5 tis faid, Rejoice greatly , 0 daughter of Zion ! - .- ‘behold thy king co\neth un¬ 

to thee 9 &cc. Zech . ix. 9. but rhis, I apprehend, is not intended in thefe words 
of the church. 

2 dly 9 There’s his coming at the laft day to judge the world, which is ufual- 
ly called his fecond coming; which is what the apoftle intends, when he fays, 
Heb. ix. 28. Unto them that look for him Jhall he appear the fecond time with* 
out fin unto falvation. The firft time of his appearing in the flefh, though 
it was without fin of his own, yet not without the fins of his people, which 
were imputed to him, charged upon him, and lie anfweretl for them ; but 
when he appears the fecond time, it fhall be without them, they being al¬ 
ready expiated and atoned for: He came the firft time to obtain falvation for 
finners, and will come the fecond time to put them into the full pofieffion of 
it ; and as the firft coming of Chrift was defired by the Old Teftament-iaints, 
io this is defired by the NewTeftament-faints, who, upon Chrift’s faying, Sure¬ 
ly I come quickly , anfwer, Amen, even fo come Lord Jefus ; it will fill the faints 
with wonder and joy ; for he, when he comes, will be both glorified in them, 
and admired by them ; though it will ftrike the wicked with dread and ter¬ 
ror, and fill them with theutmoft confternation ; for his coming will be in 
flaming fire , to take vengeance on them ; but neither is this, I think, the com¬ 
ing intended here. But, 

3 dly 9 There is a fpiritual coming of Chrift ; which is, when he comes and 
pays a vifit, grants his prefence, manifefts his love, and difclofes the fecrets 
of his heart unto his people ; which was what he promifed his lorrowing dif- 
ciples, when he was about to remove from them, and they were no longer 
to enjoy his bodily prefence ; fays he, John xiv. 18. I will not leave you com¬ 
fort lefs, of paw, orphans or father lefs , I will come to you ; which promife 
Chrift made good unto them, as he does to all his people at one time or 
another, for, fays he, John xiv. 23. If any man love me he will keep my words: 
And my Father will love him, and we will come unto him \ i. e. Father, Son, 
and Spirit, and make our abode with him *, which is what the church defires 
here, that Chrift would grant her his fpiritual, gracious and comfortable 
prefence, and that fhe might have more intimate communion with him; 
from whence we may obferve, 1. That Chrift is fometimes abfent from his 
church and people: He does not; always manifeft himfelf unto them ; he 
fometimes hides his face, withdraws his prefence, and feems to ftand at a di- 
ftance from them ; he is fometimes, Deus abfeonditus, the hklden God ; he 
was fo to the Jews, in the days of his flelh, and he is fo fometimes to his 
own flefh ; for he hidetb his fate from the houfe of' Jacob, his own church and 
people,, for whom he has the greateft love and regard ; not that Chrift is 
ever really and wholly abfent from his church ; he’s always in his garden ; he 
has promifed to be always with his people and minifters unto the end of the 
world, and his faithfulnefs ftands engaged to make it good ; but he does not 
always alike manifeft himfelf unto them ; they.have not always alike views oT 
his perfon, difeoveries of his love, and enjoyments of his prefence; whiefi 
fometimes makes them fay with Job, O that I were as in months paft y &c. 
nay, fometimes in their apprehenfions he is entirely gone, which is the church’s 

P p cafe. 
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cafe, in CB . ▼. 6 . Aj»d fuch is their infirmity, and the ftreogtjiof unbelief in 
them, that they are ready to lay. He’s gone, and will never return more*, 
and therefore, as David did, read all that in the affirmative, which you will 
find in PfaL lxxvii. j, S, 9. Though I do not think this to be die cafe of 
tiie church here j flic ieems not to be without the manifeftation of Chrift’s 
!«>ve, and enjoymcius of his prefence, being in fuch a fruitful ftate, the 
fouth-wind having blown upon her, her grace appearing to be in exercile, 
and flie in a comfortable irame \ though ihe wanted more nearnefs to him, 
more intimate communion and fellow (hip with him. Believers never think 
themfeives near enough to thrift, nor never will, till they are with him in 
glory : The higheft enjoyment of Chrift, here below, though exceeding ra- 
v: filing and delightful, falls fliort of giving full fatisfa&ion ; for ftill the foul 
deli res more and greater. The apoltle Paul, who had as much communion 
and fellow (hip with Chrift, as, perhaps, ever any man had on earth*, and 
yet, when he had in view that etqrnal being with Chrift hereafter, fpeaks as if 
lie had never been with him here all his communion with him here, was no¬ 
thing, when compared with that which he expected in another world, and 
therefore he had a defire to depart , that he might be with Chrift . 2. From, 

hence may be obferved, that Chrift’s piefence is exceeding defirable to be¬ 
lievers : This is the one thing they, feek after, apd cannot be eafy without,, 
which, when enjoyed, gives them the utmoft pleafure, and fills then! with 
inexprefiible joy : And the reafon why Chrift’s company and prefence is fo de- 
firable to them, is, becaufe he is nearly related to them •, he is their beloved, 
their head and hyfband ; they are members of his body, of bis flefh , and of his 
bones *, he is their all in all ; and when he’s in the garden a , all they want, and 
all they defire is there ; for there is none in heaver* nor in earth with them 
comparable to him ; his coming revives the plants ^pd herbs, and makes them 
fruitful •, it caufea the fpices to flow, grace to appear in exercife; *tis jike the 
rain, and is as the latter and former rain unto the earth : alfo, it is doing the 
faints the greateft honour * they have reafon to fay, Whence is this to us, 
that not the mother of our Lord, as Elizabeth faid to Mary r but our Lord 
Ydmktf Jhauld come to us ? And yet this honour have all the faints. More¬ 
over, Chrift’s coming is always beneficial to believers *, he never cpmes empty 
handed be never pays a vifit but he; brings fpmetfejng with him ; he never 
fups with his people, but he is at the charge>of the whole entertainment. 
Again, ’tis Chrift’s prefence that makes his garden,, the churchman Ecten of 
pleafure, a heaven on earth, which makes it a Bethel, and the gate of hea¬ 
ven ; ’tis this which makes Chrift’s tabernacles amiable and lovely, his ways, 
ways ofpleafantnefs, and his paths, paths of peaces ’tis this which makes his yoke 
eafy , and his burden light , and all his commandments not to be grievous , but 
delightful \ and when all this is confidered. Vis no wonder that believers are 
fo defirous of Chrift’s prefence and company in his garden. 3. Hence it ap¬ 
pears, that Chrift’s granting his prefence with his church, is an a£t of won¬ 
derful grace.and condefcenfion *, and therefore fhe alks it as a favour of him; 
and a furprizing inftance of his grace it is, that he who.is the high aad lofty 

one. 


» Vid. IU Sol. Jaichium in loc. 
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one, fhould vouchfafe his prefence to fuch vile and unworthy creatures as we 
be : The Septuagint render it, b Let him defcend into his garden ; and agreeable 
hereunto, in Cb. vi. 2. he is faid to b c gone down into his garden, intending 
his wonderful condefcenfion. Solomon, at the dedication of the temple, faid, 
SBut will God indeed dwell on the earth ? We have reafon to fay with Judas, 
not Ifcariot, Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifejl thy felf to us, and not un¬ 
to the world? efpecially, when with the Centurion we confider, that we are 
not worthy that he fliould come under our roof. 

III. The end of her making this requeft or invitation, is, that he might 
eat his pleafant fruits ; in which may be confider’d, 1 ft, Whatthefe fruits are. 
2 dly, Whofe they are. %dly, That they are pleafant ones.' And, 4 thly. 
What is meant by eating them. 

1 ft. What thefe fruits are. By fruits may be meant, either the graces of 
the fpirit, which are called the fruit of the fpirit. Gal. v. 22. or elfe, the 
duties and fervices of God’s people, their good works, which are performed 
in the exercife of grace. Believers are trees of righteoufnefs, and the fruits 
which they bear are called fruits of righteoufnefs •, being, by grace, made 
good trees, they bring forth good fruit, and are faid to be fruitful in every 
good work ; now thefe Chrift is here invited to eat. The Targum expounds 
it of the offerings of the people, which God gracioufly accepted. 

idly. Whole fruit is this, is the next enquiry ; and they are faid to be his , 
i. e. Chrift’s ; the garden is his, and all the fruit of it; only, as c one well 
obferves, the weeds are her’s; every thing elfe in the garden, that is either 
for fervice or pleafure, belongs to him; The graces of the fpirit are his, 1. 
He is the procurer and poffelfor of them 5 he obtained all grace for his 
church and people, in the everlafting covenant ; he then afked for it, and it 
was granted him, and given to us in him, on condition of his performing 
certain articles thep agreed upon ; fo that as the glorious mediator of the co¬ 
venant, he’s full of grace and truth, and from his fulnefs do faints receive 
grace for grace: It is all lodged in his hands, and from thence given forth to 
us. 2. He’s the author of all grace ; he is faid to be the author andfinijher 
of faith ; and as he is the author of that, fo he is of all other grace; he 
gives it to us, and by his fpirit works it in us; he is the green fir tree, from 
whom all our fruit is found ; for otherwife we have none of ourfelves. 3. 
He’s the object of all grace, particularly faith, hope and love ; he is the 
perfon in whom we believe, truft, and depend on for life and falvation, on 
whom our hope of glory is fixed, and to whom our love and affeftions are 
drawn; fo that thefe fruits may be truly faid to be.his.*—-Alfo our duties, 
fervices and good works, performed in the exercife of grace, are his; for, 
(1.) They are performed by virtue of union, and therefore the fruits of righte¬ 
oufnefs are faid to be by Jefus Chrift ; and as the branch cannot bear fruit of 
it felf, except it abide in the vine, no more can any bear fruit, or perform good 
works aright, except they are engrafted and abide in Chrift; he is the root 
which bears the branches, and from whence they receive fap and nourilh- 

: ' ‘ Pp 2 ment, 
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rnent, which caufcs them to abound with fruit •, the root of the righteous yield- 
ctb fruity fays Solomon , Prov. xii. 12. now the righteous man’s root is Chrift. 
{2.) They are done, not in their own ftrength, but in his for without him 
they can do nothing ; it is he who works in them, both to will and to do of 
his good pleafure . Therefore they aferibe all their works, duties and ferviccs 
ro him, and fay, as the apoftle did, when he had afierted, that he had la¬ 
boured more abundantly than the reft of the apoftles, corrects himfdf thus ; 
ret ret ly but the grace of God which was with me. (3.) They are defigned 
'lor his honour and glory, when performed aright * they do not feek them- 
ielvcs, their own carnal intereft or worldly applaufc, or expeft to merit any 
thing by them ; but what they do, is in a way of obedience and gratitude 
to Chrift, and that he, in all things, may be glorified ; they are performed 
in his ftrength, and defigned for his ufe, and fo are properly his; which be¬ 
ing confuiered, deftroys that notion which advances the merit of good 
works. 

3^/y, Thefe fruits are faid to be pleafanty i. c. grateful, well pleafing and 
acceptable to Chrift *, fo are the graces of the lpirit, efpecially when in exer- 
ciie, as appears from ver. 9,10. and fo are the good works of his people, 
when performed in faith, from a principle of love to him, and are directed 
to his glory *, the (mailed lervices of his faints to him, and the leaft ads of 
charity to his, are acceptable to him, when performed in the exercife of grace *, 
and he will take notice of them, and.openly declare it one day before angels 
and men, how well pleated he is with them. 

4 tbbf % What is meant by eating them •, and this intends Chrift’s accepta¬ 
tion of them, and delight in them, as alfo his enjoyment of them, the phrafe 
of eating and drinking, being with the Jews expreffive of enjoyment \ and 
it alfo further declares, the church’s acknowledgment of Chrift, being the 
owner of. the garden ; for who fliould eat of the fruits of it, but he who has 
planted it, and takes care of it, and to whom all the fruit belongs ? knowing 
it therefore to be fo, flie here invites him to his own; which invitation is not 
difregarded, but observed by him, as appears from the following words. 


C H A P. V. 


Ver. 1. 1 am come into my garden , my filer, my fpoufe: I have ga¬ 
thered my myrrh with my fpice, 1 have eaten my honey comb 
with my honey , I have drunk my wine with my milk: Edt x O 
friends , drink, yea, drink abundantly , O beloved . 


• • t 

T HIS verfe'properly belongs unto, and is a part of the preceding chap¬ 
ter. The bible, when firft wrote, was not divided into chapters and. 
yerfes, as now it is. This is a work purely human, and not divine, there- 
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fore liable to corre&ion : And I much wonder that the authors of this work 
fhould begin this chapter with this verfe, which ought to end the former, as 
both the words and lenfe of them manifeftly fhew ; lor this chapter ought to 
begin at ver. 2. where the church begins a new account of her Hate and cafe, 
and of fome other remarkable occurences which befel her, not hitherto fpoken 
of. In this verle n\ay be obferved, 

I. (Thrift’s reply to the church’s requefly in the latter end of the former 
chapter, where The defires and invites him to come into his garden. 

II. An account of (Thrift’s carriage and behaviour, or what he did when he 
came into his garden! 

III. A kind invitation given by (Thrift to his friends, to feaft with him. 

. I. Here is a reply made by Chrift to the church’s requeft or invitation, / 
am come into my gar den , my fifier, my fpoufe . The titles which he gives her, 
have been already taken notice o 1, and explained, inC£. iv. 8, 9. and this re¬ 
ply of his, unto her, may be confider’d, either by way of denial to her, fo 
fome 0 interpret it ; as though (Thrift did not anfwer the church’s willies and 
defires, but rather gives a reafon why he does not; and wherefore fhe had 
no reafon to expert his prefence a longtime; becaufe, fays he, I have been 
in my garden already, and there I have gathered my myrrh and the reft of 
my fpices; I have got in my harveft or vintage, and I have eat my honey 
and honey-comb, and drunk my wine and milk ; and therefore to what pur- 
pofe Ihould I now come into my garden ? thou canft not expeft me, until 
more myrrh and other fpices grow. Or elfe, as a corre&ion of her miftake, 
as if he Ihould fay, Dolt thou invite me to come into my garden, as if I 
was abfent from it? thou art rnittaken, I anvalways in it, and never out of it, 
and am now there, gathering my myrrh and fpice, eating my honey and honey¬ 
comb, and drinking my wine and milk. From hence may be obferved, that 
Chrift may be in his church, among his people, or with particular believers, 
and they not know it: So God was in the place where Jacob was, and he 
knew it not: And thus it was with Mary at the fepulchre *, Chrift was at 
her elbow, and fhe knew him not; he fpeaks to her, and yet (he’s ignorant, 
and takes him for the gardener, until he calls her by her name, Mary, and then 
fhe knew him, and turns herfelf, and faith unto him y Rabboni , that is to fay , 
Majler : Though I rather think, the words are to be taken as a dire6l anfwer 
of (Thrift’s to the church ; fhe defires and invites him to come into his garden, 
and accordingly he does come, and lets her know of it; in which we may- 
take notice, 1. Of the fpeedinefs of itShe no fooner afks, but it is granted; 
no fooner invites, but he corhes; and before fhe had well done fpeaking, 
makes a reply ; his anfwer was ready, he was as willing to come, as fhe was* 
to defire him ; which makes good what is faid in Ifa. lxv. 24. And it fhall 
come to pafs, that before they call , 1 will anfwer , i. e. will be ready to* give an 
anfwer; and while they areyet fpeaking* I will hear \ a famous inftance of 
this kind we have in Daniel , who, while he was fpeaking in prayer* and con- 
8 T::. kJ . ... fefling- 

* Bdghtjnan in loc. 
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faffing to God his own fins, and the fins of his people, the angel Gabriel 
was caufed to fly fwiftly to him •, who informed him, that at the beginning of 
his fupplicationSy as foon as the good man was on his knees, and had opened 
his mouth in prayer to God, the commandment came forth, orders were given, 
and he, as a meflenger from heaven, difpatched to bring him an anfwer; but 
God does not always do fo ; the Z'ifion is for an appointed time, and mud be 
waited for till it comes. 2. The nature of this anfwer is worth obferving, 
bein'* exaCtly according to her requeft; Chrift does not always do fo: When 
the apoftle Paul had a thorn in the flejh , a meflenger of fatan to buffet him y 
he befought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from him * but it does not 
appear by the anfwer which was given him, that his requeft was granted im¬ 
mediately ; the anfwer. My grace is fujflcient for thee , was a very glorious 
one, enough to fupport him under his prefent exercife, but gives us no inti¬ 
mation that it immediately freed him from it ; it being fometimes mod for 
our good and for God’s glory, not to be immediately and exaCtly anfwered ; 
but here, as (he was anfwered fpeedily, fo exaCtly •, file defires him to come 
into bis gar deny and eat his pleafant fruits ; he tells her, that he was come in¬ 
to his garden , and did eat his honey-comb with his honey ; which Ihews, 3. 
That her requeft was according to his will, in that fhe was anfwered lb 
ipeedily and exactly ; for if we ajk any thing according to his willy he heareth 
ns \ and therefore our great concern in prayer fhould be that we might be un¬ 
der the directions and influences of the fpirit of God, and that he would 
make interceffion for us, according to the will of God, who perfectly knows 
it; and when we afk a favour or intreat a blefllng, it fhould be always with 
fubmiflion to the divine will, in imitation of our dear Lord; and fo fhall we 
be moft likely to fucceed. 4. It may be obferved, that Chrift not only 
anfwers her, but lets her know it; not only grants his prefence, but gives 
her intimations of it, he himfelf acquaints her with it; for as has been ob¬ 
ferved, Chrift may be prefent with believers and they not know it: So he 
was with the two difciples who were going to Emmaus ;he walked with 
them, converfed with them, opened the feriptures to them, and their hearts 
burned within them, while he did fo; and yet they knew him not, till he 
was made known to them in breaking of bread ; *tis not only an inftance of 
Chrift’s grace to be prefent with us, but alfo to allure us that he i9 fo. I 
have Ihewn, in Ch. iv. 16. what is intended by Chrift’s coming into his gar¬ 
den : And therefore, 

II. Shall now proceed to take notice of his carriage and behaviour there, or 
what he declares he did, or was doing, being there. 

1 fly He fays, 1 have gattortd my myrrh with myfpice. Myrrh is one of the 
chief fpices, was a principal ingredient in the holy anointing oil, and was ufed 
in other ointments: We read of the oil or ointment of myrrh, in Efth. ii. 12. 
with which Eflber, and the other maidens were purified, in order to be pre- 
fented to king Abafuerus : This and other fort of ointments,, as fpike- 
nard, were ufed in feafts, and were poured upon the heads of thofe who 
were the guefts, as appears from Mark xiv. 3. to which cuftdfn the 
PJalmift alludes, PfaL xxiii. 5. Chrift being about to make a feaftj not only 

8 for 
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for hirnfelf, but for others, gathers myrrh with other fpices, to make.an oint¬ 
ment of, to entertain and refrefh his guefts with. By myrrh , with the reft 
of fpices, may be meant, either repentance and humiliation for fin, and mor¬ 
tification of it, according to fome interpreters b ; and indeed, repentance and 
humiliation for fin, when evangelical, being the work of the blefied fpirit, 
Springing from right principles, and v.xlx 0co\, according to God’s mind; 
when it arifes from an apprehenfion of fin, as committed againft a God of 
love and grace ; and when it fprings from faith’s viewing a crucified Chrift, 
though like myrrh, is bitter to the foul, yet is odorous and well-pleafing to 
Chrift; it is taken notice of by him, as Ephraim 9 s bemoanings, .repentance 
and humiliation were by God ; he has a bottle to put fuch tears as.thefe in, 
which drop from faith’s eye : And fo mortification of fin, confidered as the 
fpirit’s grace, is regarded by him, according to Rom. viii. 13. If ye,' through 
the fpirit , da mortify the deeds of the body , ye Jhall live . Or elfe, according 
to c others, by myrrh ^ with other fpices, are intended thefuffering faints and 
martyrs, who have undergone bitter affliftions and perfections for Chrift and 
his gofpel ; whom he values, efteems, takes notice of, and gathers into his 
Father’s houfe, where he clothes them with white robes, puts palms in their 

hands, and everlafting Hallelujahs in their mouths; fee Rev . vii. 9, 10- 

13,. 14. 'or rather the fufferings of Chrift hirnfelf,. and the fruits thereof, 
which though bitter to him;, yet of a fweet fwelling favour to God the Fa¬ 
ther, and to all the faints; the fruits of which, appearing in the everlaft¬ 
ing falvation of his people, ate very delightful to him; for he now lees of 
the travail of his foul , and - is fatisfied ; .he’s now reaping with pleafure, a 
glorious harveft of all his fweat, toil and labour: Though I rather chufe to 
underftand hereby in general, the graces .of the fpirit, which Chrift delights 
in, and which go under the name ot myrrh, and other fpices, in Ch. iv. 13,. 
14. Chrift having got in his harveft, as the d word fignifies, and th tSeptuagint 
render it, provides a feaft for hirnfelf and others, as was the cuftom of thofe 
times and nations, as it is now with 11s. And therefore, 

2 dly> He fays, I have eaten my honey comb with my honey. Honey was the 
food not only of infants but of grown perfons, as is manifeft from Ifa . vii. 
22. but that he fliould eat the honey comb with it, feems to have fome dif¬ 
ficulty in it: The Septuagint read it thus, * f have eaten my bread with my 
honey ; i. e. either bread dipp’d in honey,- or hofley being put upon it, or 
elfe bread made of it ; which fenfe is favoured by thofe words in Ezek. xvi. 
13. Thou didjl eat fine flower , and, honey , and oil y i. e. bread made thereof. 
R . Sol. Jurchi fays;' ’tis the honey which grows in canes ; he means, fugar,. 
which by f Arriams , is called kcc\u[mvov j and that for the exceeding love he 
had for it, he is faid to eat the cane with it: But it rather feems to be a piece 
of an honey comb full of honey, juft took out of the hive ; fuch an one as 
the difdples gave Chrift ; and this was had in no fmall efteem among the 
Jews: and by the honey and honeycomb, may be meant, the dottrinek 

of 
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b Sapftius in loc,- c Foligt, Alcuin, Cocceius B? . Patrick in loc. f 
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of the gofpel, or the words of Chrift’s mouth, which are faid to be Jweeter 
than the honey or the honey comb . So that Chrift delights not only in the 
graces of the fpirit, but alfo in the doftrines of the gofpel, and the preaching 
of them. 

3 dly y He fays, I have drunk my wine with my milk . Having eat, lie 
drinks, to (hew that he had a compkat feaft, and that nothing was wanting 
to give him fatisfaftion ■, not only wine but milk was ufed for drink, by 
many nations, and no doubt, by the Hebrews : We find that Jael gave Sifira 
milk to drink, when he was thirfty, as being preferable to water j but that 
wine and milk fliould be drank together, feems fomewhat ftrangc ; therefore 
fonie of the Jewilh writers think, that by-urine is meant red wine, and by 
milky white wine •, and fo the Targum expounds the words of God’s accepta¬ 
tion of the drink offering of red and white wine, which thepriefts poured upon 
the altar. R. Aben Ezra gives it as the fenfe of fome of their Rabbins, 
though he does not approve of it; that by milky is meant the white which 
afeends upon the wine ; I fuppofe he means the froth or head that is made 
by pouring it out: But to leave thefe empty conjeftpres, it feems in ge¬ 
neral to intend the plenty of provifions, and fatisfaftion therein, which Chrift 
found in his church •, by .which may be meantj the doftrines of the gofpel. 
Gofpel-grace is reprefented hereby, in If a. lv. 1. Buy wine and milk without 
moneyy and without price. Wine revives and cheats the fpirits, makes a man to 
forget his poverty, and to remember his mifery no more ; fo do the doftrines 
of the gofpel, when they come with power to a poor finner, fenfible of his 
poverty and mifery *, they make him to forget it, and fill him with an un- 
fpeakable joy: Milk nouriihes and ftrengthens, and fo do the doftrines of 
the gofpel y therefore fays the apoftle, I have fed you with milky meaning the 
wholefome and nourilhing words of faith. Now from all this I would ob- 
ferve, 1. That here is a variety: As at a feaft, there is a variety of diflies, 
different forts, both for eating and drinking, fo here are myrrh and fpice, 
honey and the honey comb, wine and milk. 2. That here is nothing but 
what’s fweet, favoury and wholefome •, myrrh and fpice are of a delightful 
odour; honey is fweet to the tafte, and wine and milk are wholefome and 
nourilhing. 3. That all thefe are Chrift’s own ; ’tis his pwn he feafts and 
makes himfelf welcome with ; he does not fay, I have gathered thy myrrh 
with thy Jpicty which grows in thy garden % I have eaten thy honey comb with 
thy honey ; I have drunk thy wine with thy milk ; but it is my myrrh and my 
fpice % my honey and my honey comby my wine and my milk . Chrift would have 
but a poor entertainment, if he had no other than what we can provide for 
him of our own. 4. Chrift, appears exceedingly delighted and well pleafed 
with all this ; therefore he plucks and gathers, eats and drinks; the fmalleft 
degree of grace, and the weakeft performances of his people, he takes notice 
of and regards; he eats his honey comby as well as his honey , and drinks his 
milk as well as his wine * for a bruifed reed Jhall be not break , and the fmoaking 
flax jhall be not quench . 

III. In thefe words is alfo an invitation of Chrift to his friends to eat and 
drink he is not willing to eat his morfel alone \ as he feeds, feafts, and de¬ 
lights 
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lights himfelf-in the graces of his own fpirit in his people, fo lie will have 
them feed and fead upon his perfon and grace; into whatfoever heart Chrid 
comes, he will not only fup with them, but will make them alfo fup with 
him : And here are to be confidered, i ft, The perfons whom he invites. idly. 
What it is he'invites them to. * . 

1 ft, Who the perfons are whom Chrifl: invites •, and they are here called 
friends and belfrved By whom are meant, not the angels, which is the mind 
of feme ; g though :, ti$ true, they are Chrift’s friends, and rejoice at the con¬ 
version of cleft Tinners, and in the profperity of his church and people;; yet I 
think they are not intended here ; nor the priefts, whofe right it ‘was to eat 
the remainder of the facrifices, as many Jewifh 11 writers expound the Words; 
but ratlier believers in Chrifl:, -who Of enemies are made friends, being firft 
reconciled to God by the de&thof Chrifl:, and then to himfelf by his fpirit 
at)d grace ; whom he regards and treats as fuch, by granting them his pre¬ 
fence, paying them vifits, and difclofing the fecrets of his heart unto them ; 
and fo he faid to his difciples, John xv. 14, 15. Henceforth I call you not fcr- 
\-jants ; for the fervant knoweth not what his lord doeth : But 1 have called you 
Friends ; for all things that. I have,heard of my fat her , I have made known un¬ 
to you. Now thefe’ are enabled, through divine grace, to fhew thcmfelves 
friendly to Chrifl: again, by valuing his prefence, delighting in his company, 
regarding his ordinances, and obferving his commands; for though thefe 
things do not make friends, yet they fhew them to be fo ; as Chrifl: fays, Te 
are my friends , if ye do whatfoever I command you. Thefe are alio the beloved 
of his foul 5-he has loved them, with an everlafting love, and has given the 
fulled proofs and cleared demonftr&'tiOns of it that pofiibly can be ; Which be¬ 
ing manifeded to their fouls, begets love to him again, on the account of 
which he calls them friends and beloved. But,- ; 

idly. It will be proper to confider what he invites his friends and beloved 
to ; to eat and drink , yea, to drink abundantly y but what is it they are to eat 
and drink of, or to fead upon ? Why, Chrid himfelf, who is the bread of life , 
and the hidden manna, whofe flefh is meat indeed , and whofe blood is drink in - 
deed *, which if a man eats, and feeds Upon by faith, he fhall never hunger,'hor die 
the fecond death, but live for ever. Moreover, his love is what they.are to dririk 
of, and that largely ; it being preferable to wine, tnay be drank of without dan¬ 
ger, plentifully; they may drink, yea, be inebriated with lovts, as the 1 words 
may be render’d ; for here’s enough of it, and no fear of receiving any 
danger by it;' and all this together makes up that feaft'bf fat things, 
of wines on the lees well refined^ which the Lord’s fupper is a reprefentation 
of. And this fhews, 1. The plenteoufnefs of the provisions, which Chrid: 
makes in his houfe for his people : It is not an empty houfe that Chrifl keeps, 
a niggardly fead that he makes; but here is food, 1 and that in plenty, and 
drink enough and to fpare. 2. That a believer is heartily welcome to the 

entertain- 

f 
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s R. A ben Ezra. San&ius & Diodat. in Joe. ■ & ; Tfargmn & R. Sol. Jarchi in Ioc. 

1 yyxf Inebriamini amoribus., Mercer. Inebri&mim amaenitatibus, C§ccriyj f be 

drunken (that is, be pknteoufly filled) with loves, AinfwortL See Prov, Vii. 18. 
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entertainment which Chrift makes; ’tis cifte, we are unworthy creatures of 
ourfeives, but feeing Chrift has madefuob entertainments^©? us, and has fo 
kindly invited us, let us ufe freedom and eat; and the more heartily we feed 
on thefe royal dainties, the more welcome . we are; and to affure believers 
that they are fo, he, in his invitation to them, gives them the titles of friends 
and beloved: Nay, the very* manner of the invitation, not only declares the 
plentcoufnels of the feaft, butalfo the largenefs and fmcerity of his heart in it. 
3. It alio lets us know, that Chrift neither invites nor allows any to feed and 
feaft with him, but thofe who are his friends, whom he accounts and makes 
fo ; this is a privilege peculiar to them, which indeed none enjoy but they. 
And as for the external ordinance of the Lord’s fupper, that feaft of love, 
none have a right to eat of it but thofe who are Chrift’s friends, and to none 
but thofe is it profitable and edifying; for he does not manifeft himfelf, or 
difeover his love to any other: Thefe are \\\s darlings and favourites, with 
thefe he grants his prefencp at his table* and fatisfies their fouls with.the 
^oodnefs of his houfe. 


Ver. 2. IJleep , but my heart waketh: It is the voice of, my beloved 
that knocketh , faying , Open to me y my fifter , my love , my dove 9 
my undefiled: For my head is filed with dew , and my locks with 
the drops of the night . 


T HESE are the words of the church, who here begins to give an ac¬ 
count of her prefect ftate and condition ; how, that,after this fpiricual 
banquet, which lhe had partook of with Chrift, lhe fell afleep ; as the dif- 
ciples did in the garden, after they had been with Chrift at his table; and 
*alfo what methods he made ufe of to awake her * how bafely and ungrate¬ 
fully ft>e treated him,wjiichhe refented and fhewed by a... departure from 
her, which when lhe was. fallible of, was troubled at, and made .enquiry after 
him, firft .of the watchmen, who abufed her, and then of the .daughters .of 
Jerufalemy,. who queftion her about him ; which gave her occafton to give that 
large and .excellent account of him» which doles this chapter And it, may 
be obferyqd, |th^t as Chrift fpeaks. moft in the preceding chapter, fo lhe does 
in this. In th^fe words are thefe two things,:-, 
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I. "The ciiurph’s account of lier prefer Jftajte and condition, 

II. thrift’s carriage an4'bcl>aviour to her fe this condition. 
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X. [IJhe account flie gives of her prefent ftate and condition ; IJleefa but,my 
heart waketh. This cafe which the church was'now in, is different from that 
recoxdedjn Cb. iii. there‘fhc was upon her bed indeed, but not afleep ; there 
£he.wa$ feeking after her beloved; but here he is feeking toiler, and in¬ 
treating her, in the moft kind and affectionate manner to arife and Jet him in; 
there lhe of her own accord arofe and fought him in the Ifreets^^ &oad 
ways; but here lhe continues in this fleepy and lazy condition* r^tfrithftand- 
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ing the prefling inftances and powerful arguments which he made life of, un¬ 
til he exerted his mighty grace, which caufed her to arife and open to him ; 
but theri he was gone; there fhe enquires of the watchmen, who, tho* we 
do not read of any anfwer they gave her, yet they did not abufe her *, but 
here they fmite her, wound her, and take away her veil from her j there, a 
little after fhe had pafled from them, (he found him ; but here Ihe appears 
to be even fick of love, before Ihe found him. In this account of her’s, two 
things are afierted by her; FtrJty That Ihe was afleep. Yet, Secondly , Her 
heart was awake. 

Firfty She acknowleges that Ihe was afleep ; I Jleep. This is not the dead 
deep of fin in which all unconverted perfons are ; nor that judicial {lumber 
which God fuffers to fall upon fome * but fuch an one, which though dif- 
pleafing to Chrift, and unbecoming the believer, yet is confident with a prin¬ 
ciple of grace. The church here was not fo faft afleep, but Ihe could hear, 
know and diftinguilh the voice of Chrift : Her deep Is much the fame witl\ 
that of the wife virgins, who all (lumbered and flept, as well as the foolilh, 
and yet had oil in their lamps, which they had not. And in taking notice of 
this part of the church’s cafe, I’ll endeavour, ifl y To lliew wherein this 
fleepy frame, which fometimes attends believers, does confift, or wlferein it 
fhews it felf. 2^/y, What ate the fprings and caufes of it, or from whence 
it proceeds. 3 dly^ The danger of fuch a frame. 

1 ft. It will be proper to (hew wherein this fleepy frame of fpirit does con¬ 
fift, or wherein it fhews itfelf. 1. It confifts in a non-exercife of grace ; tho’ 
there’s grace in the heart, yet it is but very little exercifed by perfons in this 
condition ; it lies dormant j faith is weak and languid, hope abates in its 
former livelinefs, and love in its warmth and fervency, it grows cold ; there 
is fuch a thing as a leaving, though not a lofing our firft love. 2. It appears 
in a fluggiftmefs and floathfulnefs to, or in, duty ; for though perfons have 
not wholly caft off the fear of God, and refrained prayer before him, as Eli- 
phaZy Job xv. 4. wrongfully charged Job\ yet there’s a backwardness to it, 
and a lazinefs appears in the performance of it; there is a want of that fer¬ 
vency of fpirit, which formerly difeover’d itfelf whilft they were ferving the 
living God. 3. It manifefts itfelf in a contentation in the external parts el 
religion: Internal religion is at a low ebb in their fouls*, they hear and read, 
and pray, and attend on ordinances,, contenting themfelves with the bare per¬ 
formance of thefe things, without having their hearts engaged, their faith in 
exercife, and their affections raifed •, and fo come Ihort of anfwering the 
character of being worfliippers of God in the fpirit, either under the influences 
of the eternal fpirit, or with their own fpirits influenced thereby, which for 
merly was their great concern in religious worfhip. 4. It difeovers itfelf in a 
careleflhefs, lukewarmnefs, and unconcernednefs for the caufe of Chrift: Per-, 
fons in fuch a condition, may be obferved, lenfibly to abate in their zeal, 
both for the doCtrines of the gofpel, and the difeipline of God’s houfe; 
they feek their own things, and not the things which are Jefus Chrift’s ; they 
mind their own ceiled houfes, and let the houfe of God lie wafte; they come 
far fliort of imitating Chrift, their glorious head; of whom it is faid PfaL 

Qjq 2 lxix. 
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tyix. c, djjit zeal of God’s Loufe eat him up \ things imy go how they 
will, for ought they care, who have got into this frame of fpirjt. 5. It Ihpys 
itfclfin an unconcernednefs, as to oiniffion of duty, and commiflion of fin: 
Time was, when thefe pcrlbns could not omit a duty occafionedby the hurry¬ 
ing bufinels of life, but it gave them great uneafinds v could not do thofe 
things, which, by Ionic, are not accounted finful, but it burdened their con- 
fcicnces; but now they can neglebt duties time after time, fall in with the 
cuftoms 3nd corruptions of the age, and be very little concerned about it, 
C. In a willingnefs to continue fo: They do not love to be jogged ; grow 
peevifh when any attempts are made to awake them - 9 their language is that of 
the fiuggard, Prov. vi. 10. Tti a little Jleep* a little Jlumber 7 a little folding of 
ike bands to Jleep . This feems to be the cafe of the church, who being afleep, 
did not care to be difturbed, and therefore made thofe idle excufes fhe did, 
when called upon in the moft tender and affectionate manner to arife. 

2 dly> What are the tru,e firings and caufes of this fleepy frame, or from 
' whence it does proceed. 1. From a body offin , they carry about with them; 
which fiefhly, grofs, and earthly partin them, induces heavinefs, and inclines 
to deep : The cold humours of fin benumb the foul, and bring upon it a fpi- 
ritual kthargy ; like the poifon of afps , it operates this way : The deceitful 
charms of fin iometimes lull them afleep. 2. Worldly cares have fometimes 
this effeft upon Gold’s people ; an immoderate thirft and purfuit after the 
things of this world, oftentimes makes perfons grow indifferent about the 
things of another; it runs them into many .temptations and lhares ; it fre¬ 
quently caufes them to omit private and family duty, and cboaks the word and 
ordinances that they become unfruitful ; being furfeited and overcharged with 
it, they fall into this drowfy and fleepy frame. 3, It arifes fometimes from 
a celTation from fpiritual exercifes; idlenefs, or a want of exercife induces 
deep : When believers grow weary of well-doing, and grow remifs in the du¬ 
ties of meditation, prayer, hearing and reading, grace, as to the exercife of 
it, declines, and their fouls fall into a fpiritual flumber. 4. It fometimes 
iprings from, and is increafed by an abfenting from the miniftry, efpecially 
an awakening one, which might be ufeful to roufe them > and from the com¬ 
pany of lively Chriftians, by converfing with whom, their fouls, through 
the bleffing of divine grace, might be kept awake ; but inftead of this, they 
riegleft the miniftry of the word, leave off the company of thofe warm and 
lively fouls, andconverfe with cold and formal profeffors, which brings them 
into and continues them in this fleepy frame. 5. Sometimes it follows upon 
an eatjoyment of eafe, peace and liberty; therefore * fome interpret thefe words 
of the ftate of the church in Conftantine’s time, when the church not only en¬ 
joy’d freedom from perfecution, but alfo abounded in riches and profperity* 
and upon it, grew carelefi, fecure and fleepy; by reafon of which, many 
errors, both in do&rine and aifeipline, crept into the church ; and 1 am afraid, 
that the long enjoyment of peace and liberty* which we have had, has brought 
us into much the fame frame of fpirit. 
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%dly, The danger of being in fuch a ftate and condition, i. When the 
church of Chrift is in fuch a condition, it lies liable to be filled witft hypo¬ 
crites, and peftered with hereticks ; to be filled with hypocrites, becaule it 
has not then fuch a fpirit of difcerning; thefe may then more eafily impofe 
themfelves upon it: To be pefter’d with herefies and hereticks, of which 
there have been lamentable inftances, that while men flept^ the enemy /owed 
tares \ which roots of hitternefs have fprung up with the wheat of found doc¬ 
trine, and have troubled fome, and defiled others; and, I wilh I could fay, 
that this is not the cafe of the churches of Chrift now, and thbfe the dreadful 
confequences of her being in fuch an one. 2. Particular believers, who are 
got into this flecpy and drowfy frame, are expofed toevery fin, and every temp¬ 
tation * therefore faid Chrift to his difciplcs. Mat . xxvi. 41. Watch and pra)\ 
that ye enter not into temptation \ knowing, that when afieep, they might eafily 
be led into it: What may not the devouring lion be fuffered to do to perfons 
id fuch a condition ? Into what fins andfnares may he not be permitted to lead 
them, though he fliall never deftroy them ? 3. They are liable to be deprived 
ofChrift’s prefence, which was the cafe of the church here : She had had a glo¬ 
rious enjoyment of ChrilPs prefence \ he had been with her in his garden, 
and had made a noble entertainment for her and his friends, quickly after 
which. Hie falls afieep *, and after he had made fome attempts to awake 
her, and given fome notices of his regard to her, withdraws himfelf from her, 
ver . 6 . 4 . Such may be robbed of what is valuable and dear unto them : 

A man that is afieep, any thing that he has, money, jewels, &c. may be 
taken from him : So a believer, though he cannot lofe his grace, nor that 
treafure which lie has in heaven, yet he may lofe his comfort and livelinefs * 
and the truths of the golpel may be more eafily wrung out of his hands. 5. 
Such a fieepy, lazy frame, tends to fpiritual poverty ; it brings leannefs upon 
the foul : Grace, as to its exercile, is brought low thereby, and the foul in a 
declining condition. 6. Such perfons are liable to be furprized with the 
midnight-cry; though, it is true, thofe who are real believers, fhall never 
be iound without oil in their lamps, but fliall be always ready in Chrift, for 
his appearance ; yet it will not be fo ftartling and furprizing to the waking, 
as to the fleepy virgins. 7. Such a frame is both difpleafing to Chrift, and 
uncomfortable to themfelves: A lukewarm frame Chrift fo refents, that he 
threatens to fpue fuch cut 0/his mouth ; neither is it very comfortable to them¬ 
felves *, it is but broken fleep they have \ they are difturbed with many ftart- 
lings and joggings of confcience, like perfons who know it is their duty to 
arife, and be about their bufinefs, and yet have no power to do fo, being 
overcome with fleep. 

Secondly , She declares, that notwithftanding lhe flept, yet her heart was 
awake. R. Sol. Jar chi divides thefe words, and refers the former claufe, / 
fleepy to the bride •, and this here, my heart waketh , to the bridegroom \ and 
fo he fays it is expounded in an ancient book of theirs, called b Pefikta : And 
then the fenfe is ; though I have been, and am in a fleepy frame of fpirit, yet 
1 he, who is my heart, iriy life, my foul, my all he whom I love with all my 

heart 


* And fo in Tanchuma in Yalkut in loc. 




An Exposition oj the Qjap. V. 


heart, and who Is the rock, the ftrength of my heart, and my portion for ever ; 
he, I fay, never (lumbers nor deeps, but watches over me night and day, even 
when I am afleep, that nothing hurts me: But in another ancient book of 
theirs, called Zobar\ I find both claufes referred to the church, and fo they 
are to be underftood •, tny heart waketh , i. e. my regenerate part, which is 
fomctimes called in lcripture, the fpirit^ and the inward man \ q. d. fo far as 
my carnal and unregcnerate part prevails, I jleep ; and fo far as 1 am renewed 
and fanftified, tny heart waketb *, lhe was not lo faft afleep, but that, i. She 
had fome thoughts of heart concerning Chrift; he was not wholly out of her 
mind ; though lhe was afleep, her thoughts were running upon, and em¬ 
ployed about her beloved ; his image was fo impreffed upon her mind, that 
Jhe thought him prefent; and every thing that ftirred, fuppofed it was he, 
.and that (he heard his voice \ even as lovers in their deep have their thoughts 
running upon the perfon who is the objedl of their love. 2. There were fome 
ftirrings of affeftions in her towards him; though fhe had got into this fleepy 
and lazy frame of foul, yet Chrift was ftill the objeft of her love ; and there¬ 
fore lhe fays, it is the voice of my beloved 5 fhe was not fo faft afleep but that 
fhe could not only know and diftinguilh the voice of Chrift, but fhe could 
alfo call him her beloved. 3. There were, no doubt, fome convidtions of fin 
upon her confcience: We muft not fuppofe her to be in fuch a dead deep as to 
be paft feeling , or to have her confcience feared with an hot iron *, lhe was fen- 
fible ol her evil, in indulging fuch a frame j though being overcome with 
deep, fhe had no power to guard againft it. 4, It is highly probable, that lhe 
was not without fome defires after being in her duty, as being uneafy in her 
prefent cafe ; it feems to be with her as it was with the difciples when afleep, 
of whom Chrift fays, that the fpirit is willing ., but the flefh is weak \ they, with 
her here, had a will to duty, a will to watch and pray with him ; but howto 
perform they knew not , being overpowered with this flefhly and earthly part. 

Now from this whole account, which lhe gives of herfelf, as fleeping, and yet 
waking, we may obferve the following things* {1.) That a believer has two 
different principles in him ; a principle of corruption and a principle of grace ; 
the one he brings into the world with him, the other is wrought by the fpirit 
of God *, and thefe are reprefented as two different perfons, both by the church 
here, who fpeaks^of an / that deeps, and an heart that wakes; and by the 
apoftle elfewhere^ who fpeaks or a new man and an old man *, of him- 
felf, as having no good thing dwelling in him, and yet of an I that finneth 
not; fee Rom. vii. 18—20. Eph. iv. 22—24. (2.) That thefe two different 

principles may exert themfelves, at one and the fame time, in a believer j the 
flefh lujleth againft the fpirit , and the fpirit againft the fiefb % and thefe are con¬ 
trary the one to the other. The law in the members wars againft the law in the 
mind , and the law in the mind oppofes the law in the members ; and at the fame 
time lhe deeps, her heart wakes. (3.) That corruption may feem to have the 
afcendant in a believer’s heart, for a time; it feems to have had it in the church 
here ; fleep overpowered her, tho’ her heart was awake. This law in the mem¬ 
bers may carry captive for fome time, and have fuch a power over the be- 
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liever, as that he cannot do the good which he would. (4.) Notwithftand- 
ing true grace cannot be loft in a believer, it is an immortal feed which re¬ 
mains and abides; grace is always alive, though not always alike lively ; ’tis 
a vbttt of jiving vjater, fpringing up into everlafting life . (5.) The difference be¬ 
tween a carnal and a fpiritual heart; the one is in a dead fleep, the other, 
though afleep, yet his heart wakes; the one has fpirit as well as flefh, the 
other is nothing but flefti : and confidering thefe as the words of the church, 
they inform us, [1.] That believers have a difcerning of their ftate and con¬ 
dition ; when in the loweft, they know, in fome meafure, how it is with 
them, and can obferve a difference in themfelves, from themfelves, and from 
what they have formerly been, which an unconverted perfon is a ftranger to ; 
he is not capable of making fuch a remark as this upon himfelf, which the 
church here does; though, 'tis true, the believer may be left fometimes to 
make a wrong judgment of himfelf. [2.] That believers are ingenuous 
in acknowledging their fins, failings and infirmities; which is an evidence 
of the truth of grace, and that there are more or lefs fome ftirrings of 
it, where this fpirit is. [3.] That it is the duty of believers to take notice 
of their grace, as well as of their fin; and therefore the church takes notice 
of her waking heart as well as of her Jleeping I: We fhould be careful how 
we deny or lelfen the work of the fpirit of God upon our fouls, but fpeak 
of it to the glory of him, who is the author of it; who can, does, and will 
keep our hearts awake, grace alive there, though we, with the church, may 
be lbmetimes luffered to fall afleep. Thus much for her ftate and condition: 
Now follows, 

II. Chrift’s carriage and behaviour to her, when in this ftate, as acknow¬ 
ledged by herfelf. 

ijly He call’d unto her, and that fo loud, that flie, though afieep, could 
hear and own it to be his voice, faying, It is the voice of my beloved. By the 
voice of Chrift we mull underftand the gofpel, as preached by his miniftring. 
fervants; by whom he often calls, to his drowfy and fleepy faints to awake, 
as he does here. In what fenfe the gofpel is the voice of Chrift, and how 
it may be, and is diftingqiftied by believers, from the voice of ftrangers, have 
been (hewn on Ch. ii. 8. I need only add here, that as it is a diftinguifhing 
charadter of believers, to know Chrift’s voice, fo they are capable of doing 
it, even when in a carnal and fleepy frame of foul: Believers, fometimes, 
under hearing the word, are very dull and heavy; there is but very little 
exercife of faith in them, yet they can then diftinguifh the gofpel from 
what is not fo, though they are little affedted with it, and receive but 
very little advantage by it: nay, it may be further obferved, that flie could 
fay, it was the voice of her beloved ; for though her faith and love were very 
low, yet they were not loft; but then let it be carefully remarked, that 
though fhe was capable of making fuch obfervations on what flie heard, yet 
flie was not thoroughly awaked hereby, but fleeps on ftill: Thus, notwitta- 
Handing Chrift’s paffionate expqftulation with his difciples in the garden* 
faying. What , could ye npt watch with me one hour? I fay, notwithftand- 
ipg this, they fall afleep again* Chrift’s word without his, power, will 
8 neither 
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neither quicken dead Tinners, nor awake fleepy faints; neither of thefe will 
be affefted by it, unlefs he puts in the finger of his powerful and efficacious 
grace, by the bole cf the door , as he does in vcr. 4. Well, Chrift calling 
her by his minifters, and non awaking her, he takes another method. And 


therefore, 

2 dly, Knocks and calls again, faying. Open to me , See. There is, I. A knock¬ 
ing at Tinners hearts at firft converfion. The heart of an unconverted firmer 
is bolted and barred againft Chrift with the ftrong bolts and bars of fin and un¬ 


belief: Eleft Tinners, whilft in a ftate of nature, are font-hearted and far 
from rigbteoufnefs ; they are unwilling to lubmit to Chrift and his righteouf- 
nefs, or to open the doors of their hearts, and let the King of glory in \ he 
Hands and knocks there, by the preaching of the gofpel, and having the key 
of David in his hands, he openeth , and no man Jhutteth , and jhutlttb , and no 
man openeth \ with this key of almighty and efficacious grace, he openeth their 
hearts as he did Lydia's ; and with the hammer of his word, breaks them in 


pieces, and caufes all bolts and bars to fly before him ; plucks down the 
ftrong-holds which fatan had made, difpoffefles the ftrong man of his armour, 
wherein he trufted, to keep his palace in peace and fafety, and reduces all 
in obedience to himfelf; where entring with his glorious train of graces, and 


having dethroned fin, fets up grace to reign in its Head, and takes pofleffion 
of the heart as his palace, from whence fin and fatan will never be able to 
ejed: him. Now in this mighty work of grace, in thus conquering and fub- 
duing a Tinner’s heart, we are not to fuppofe that here is a force upon the 
will ; for though before they were unwilling, as well as unable, to open and 
let him in, yet are now made willing in the day of his power , to fubmit unto 
him \ they become voluntary fubjects to him, and Chrift meets with a kind 
reception and hearty welcome from them ; fo that they are as defirous of 
having him there, as he is of entring in, when this day of his power has 
paft upon them. But, 2. There is a knocking at churches, or at the hearts 
of particular believers, and of this we read in Rev . iii. 20. Behold*. 1 Jland 
at the door and knock 9 &c. The church of Laodicea there appears to be in 
much the fame cafe and condition as the church is here: The church here 


was afleep, though her heart was awake ; and the church of Laodicea there, 
was lukewarm, neither hot nor cold ; which being highly difpleafing to Chrift, 
in order to bring her to a fenfe of her prefent condition, comes and ftands at 
the door, and knocks, as he does here- Now we are not to fupj)ble, that 
Chrift is ever turned out of doors ; that the key. is turned upon him, or that 
he has not always a dwelling in his churches, or in the hearts of particular be¬ 
lievers ; for he is Chrift in us 9 .*nd in all believers, the hope of glory ; he is there, 
and will continue there, till hehas brought them to that glory which they arc 
hoping for; tho* fometimes they are fo Jhut up in their frames, that they can nei^ 
ther come forth themfelves, in the enlargement of their defires and aflfe£tionsi and’ 
in the exerdfe of grace, nor let in Chrift unto them ; there is but ver£ JiiJtte 
communion between Chrift and them 5 and though there is nodiftance oHe*- 
paration, with refpeft to union, yet there is with regard to tommunifen; 
there ftands, as it were, a door, a wall, a middle wall of partition , between 
8 ^ Chrift 



Ver. 2. ' SO hJtj of S Q N G S. 



Chrift and their fouls, and oftentimes, which it ftill worfe, they are fecure, 
carelefs atd unconcerned about it; therefore Chrift, in order to bring them 
to a fenfe of themfelves, and their prefent condition, that they may fee 
their need of, and that defires may be ftirred up in them, after com¬ 
munion with himfelf, comes and (lands at the door and knocks; which 


knocking, I take to be, not by the miniftry of the word, as before, but in 
a providential way, in a way of chaftifement, by taking in his hand the rod 
of affliction, or fcourge of perfecution, and lalhing his children with them ; 
with fuch fevere raps and blows of perfecution did he knock at the door of 
the church, in the times of Conftantius, Vatens and Julian, , emperors of 
Rome, after (he was fallen afleep, through the peace and profperity which (he 
enjoyed in the times of Conjiantine \ the two former of which, perfecuted 
the orthodox minifters, and others, in favour of the Arians ; and the latter 
intirely apoftatized from the Chriftian religion, and became a bitter enemy 
and cruel perfecutor of it \ and this is thought, by forne d interpreters* to be 
particularly intended here; and in this fenfe we are to underftand knocking, 
in that parallel text. Rev. iii, 20. as is manifeft by comparing it with ver. 19. 
as many as I love, I rebuke and ch often \ be zealous therefore and repent: Be¬ 
hold, Ift and at the door and knock, &c. His knocking there, is no other than 
his rebukes and chaftifements, in a way of love, which were defigned to bring 
her to a fenfe of herfelf, as appears from that exhortation, be zealous therefore 
and repent ; and that fhe might fee her need of, and have her defires enlarged 
after communion with him, as is manifeft from thefe words ; If any man open 
to me, I will come in to him, and will fup with him , and he with me \ which 
alfo is his end and defign in knocking after this manner here ; It is the voice 
cf my beloved that knocketh, faying, Open to me. There is an emphafis upon 
that word me! Open to me, who am thy Lord, thy head, thy hufband and thy 
friend : And by opening to him, he means an enlarging of their affections and 
defires to him, which were now very cold and chill and an exercife of their 
Faith upon him, which was very weak j which they of themfelves were no 
more capable to do, than a finner is to open his heart to Chrift at firft con- 
verfion •, this can only be done by him, who has the key of David, who openeth , 
and no man fhutteth, &c. And therefore we find this knocking was alfo in¬ 
effectual, until he exerted his mighty grace, as in ver. 4. his faying to her. 
Open to me , is defigned to convince her of her prefent condition, and what 
need (he ftood in, of his prefence and afliftance. 

3 dly, Chrift not only calls by the miniftry of the word, and knocks in a 
providential way, by his rebukes and chaftifements, but he alfo gives her good 
words, kind and endearing titles and characters : He calls to her, faying, Open 
tome, wyfifter, my love, my dove, my undefiled. The three firft of thefe tides 
and characters have been already confidered and explained : The firft title, 
my ftfter, is expreflive of the near relation the church (lands in to Chrift, be* 
Ingfiejh of bis fiejh, and bone of his bone, and has been fpoken to on Ch. iv. 
The jfecond, my love, lhews the ftreng affeCtion Chrift had for her, (he beipg 


4 Brightman, Cotton, and Cocceius in loc. 
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the alone objedfc of it, and has been opened on Cb . i. 9. The third, my deve, 
declares the church’s harmlelTnefs and fimplicity, her clcahoefs, purity and 
chaftity, as has been fhewn on Cb , ii. 14. And the fourth, tny undejiled, or my 
• perfeB enc y as it is in the Hebrew text, is what we have not yet met with, 
and therefore will deferve a little more confideration: and here it muft be ob- 
l'erved, that all the defcendants of Aldatn y by ordinary generation, are polluted 
and defiled, both in their nature and adtions ; all the parts of their bodies, 
and powers and faculties of their fouls, are fo \ their will and affections, un^ 
demanding and judgment, mind and confcience are all defiled; and indeed, 
how can it otherwile be, for who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean ? 
not one: Nay, believers themfelves are not free from pollution, but complain 
of the uncleannefs of their hearts and lips, and frankly acknowledge, that they 
are all as an unclean thing ; and that all their rigbteoufneffes are as filthy rags ; 
it may then feem llrange, that Chrift fhould call his church, and that in her 
prefent circumftances, his undefiled one ; and fo fhe is, not in herfelf, but as 
confidered in him : Believers are full of fpots in themfelves, but having on 
his fpotlefs righteoufnefs, he looks upon them as allfair y and as having no fpot 
in them 5 they are the undefiled in the way y even whilft in the way to glory, 
and on this fide the heavenly inheritance, which is incorruptible , undefiled y and 
that fadetb not away , referued in the heavens for them. Or elfe, this charac¬ 
ter may regard her chaftity to Chrift, who, though fhe was guilty of many 
failings and infirmities, yet fhe had kept his bed undefiled y had not committed 
fpiritual adultery, which is idolatry, but kept clofe to his ways and or¬ 
dinances, as thole we read of in Rev. xiv. 4. who becaufe they did not join 
with the whore of Rome in her abominations, are faid not to be defiled with 
women \ for they arc virgins: Theft are they which follow the lamb y wbitherfo- 
ever he goetb. Now Chrift calls his church by. all thefe loving and endearing 
titles. 1. To fhew that Ihe flood in the fame relation to him fhe ever did, 
and was loved by him with the fame love fhe ever was ^ though lleepy ancj 
lazy, carelefs and negligent of her duty, and regardlefs of him, yet file’s his 
fijler, his love, his dove y his undefiled: Notwithftanding all* this, here was a 
change in the frame of her foul, and in her carriage and behaviour towards 
him, but no alteration in her relation to him, nor in his love to her, which 
lhews him indeed, Jefus y the fame, yefierday , to day , and for ever . 2, That 
all thefe knocks, raps and chaftifements, were , all in love ; he meaht it fo t; 
her good, and would have her take it fo; we are too apt to think, when 
chaftifed and under God’s afflifting hand, J that it is in a way of wrath, and 
that he deals not with as children * but when he knocks and gives luch 
endearing characters as thefe, it plainly Ihews, that it is all in love. 3. To 
manifeft how defirous helps of communion with her, and therefore tries all 
ways to obtain it; he calls aod knocks, and calls again, and that in the molt 
tender moving language that can be. And this is not all, but, • 


* ’non rtfela f a* Sept. Gafotinus, 1 ; 3. c. 30. De arcan. Cathol. verit. ftom tk* Midrajk % 
would have it, that it was formerly read VClttH gemella mea, my twin; and I find in Zobar % 
in Deut. fol. 126. 3. it is obferred that it fhould be read fo. 
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4 thly, H3 expoftulates with her, and ufes very preffing inftances -and power¬ 
ful arguments to perfuade her to open and let him in ; for my heady fays he, 
is filled with dew, and my loch with the drops of the night *, here, becaufe of the 
gr^at love and affedtion which he has for his church, and the defire he has of 
enjoying communion with her ; here, I fay, he is reprefented as coming in the 
night feafon, to pay her a vifit, and ftanding knocking at her door, and wait¬ 
ing fo long there for an anfwer, until his head was filled with dew, and his 
:locks with the drops of the night \ which may be under flood, either, i. Of 
the dodtrines and bleilings of grace, which Chrift came full fraught with ; 
thefe being compared to dew in feripture ; fee Dent, xxxii. 2. Hof; ixiv. 6. 
.and then thefenfe is, q. d. “ Behold, my love, I ftand at thy door knocking 
and waiting to be admitted in; I pray thee, rife and open to me, for I am 
come filled wifh the comfortable and refrelhing dodtrines of the gofpel, 
and with all the fpiritual bleilings of the eyerlafting covenant of grace, 
which I know are needful and proper for thee.*/ So R . Sol . Jarchf by 
dew, underftands God’s bleilings, for thofe who turn by repentance •, though 
by drops of the night , he thinks are meant puniihments, for thofe who forfake 
and defpife him. Or elfe, 2. Thefe words may intend the fufferings of Chrifl, 
which I rather incline to: Thus Nebuchadnezzar's body being wet with the 
dew oj n heaven , is expreflive of the forlorn and.miferable condition he was in, 
.when being driven from men, he eat grafs as oxen ,. and was expofed to all the 
Inclemency of the heavens; fo when Chrift’s head is here faid to be filled with 
dew, and his locks with the drops of the night \ it may mean his fufferings 
in his ftate of humiliation, who had not where to lay his head ; whofe con¬ 
stant pradtice it was fome time before his death, in the day time, to teach in 
the temple, and in the night, continued praying in the mount of Olives ; and 
that night in ydiich he was taken, appears to be a very cold one, from Peter's 
warming. himfelf: So that there-ftems to be an agreement between thofe 
outward fufferings .of his, and thefe reprefented in thefe words; though, no 
doubt, far greater .tfia^i thofe are intended here, which he underwent in his 
own perfon,. on the account, of his church; which may be compared to dew 
and drops of the, night; (1.) Becaufe of the. multitude of them, the dew and 
drops of the night being many, Chrift’s fufferings were many and various; 
there are t;he fufferings of his body and of his foul,' and many of both forts -, 
What tongue can exprefs? What ; heart cam conceive what he underwent, 
>when he bore our fins and his Father’s, wrath ? And becaufe of the .multitude 
of them,; they, are compar’d, not only to dew and drops of the night, but to 
'floods* P/0/. Ixix. 1, 2. 2. As the dew and drops if , the night are uncom- 

■ fortah)e v and prejudicial to health, efpecially in thofe hot countries ; fo Chrift’s 
fuffedpgs werdUncornfortable to the human nature, Vsis manifeft from what he 
faid to pis TatHepin the garden, and when upon the crof&^andthey would have 
been lntoler^bfe jpjaiiy but himfelf. 2. As the dew and drops of the night, 
tho* prejudicial,to, the>health of perfons, yet are .very, ufeful and frudtifying 
to the earth; fo.the futferings of Chrift, though unc^fortable to the human 
nature, yet have g^duced many bldfing;s of ^aee^ ^pd are the means of 
.bringing many fons to glory • fee John xiu 24.' Now 4 the fum of the argu- 
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ment then is this; feeing I have fuffered lb much and fo largely on this ac¬ 
count ; how canft thou be fo cruel, fo hard hearted, fo bafe and difmgentious, 
as not to arife and let me in ? And yet hbtWithftanding foch a moving and 
melting argument, what idle excufes does fhe make to put him off, in the fol¬ 
lowing words? 


Ver. 3. I have put off my coat. How Jbeil I put it on t I have •wajked 
my feet. How Jhall I defile them ? 

i 

T HE fleepy and lazy frame which the church had fallen into, together 
with C hr id’s carriage and behaviour towards her, in thit condition, has 
been confidered in the preceding verfe ; and in this we have the dfett which 
Chrift’s calls and knocks, his melting language and moving expoftulations 
had upon her: All the anfwer he obtains from her, are only fome idle'ex¬ 
cufes and frivolous fhifts, to put him off. Some ■ interpreters indeed, have 
attempted to vindicate the church from flothfulnefs and rudenefs, and would 
have this afctibed to her modefty, which would not admit her to appear be¬ 
fore fo great a perfon, in fuch a difagreeable drefs; but if this had been 
the cafe, he would never have referrted her behaviour to him, as he did by 
withdrawing from her ; he would never have fuffered her to wander about the 
city, in quell of him, as fhe did ; nor Would he have permitted the watchmen 
toabufeheras they did, by fmiting, wounding and unveiHng-her ; noiihould 
fhe have gone fo long, until {he was ftek of love, before foe found him, had 
not all this been to chaftift her for her former 'flothfulnefs and rudenefs. 
Nor arc we to confider thefe words as of one afking for information lake, 
how Ihe Ihould do this and the other thing, as being willing to comply with 
the reqUeft made to her, if fhe knew but how ; for Ihe had no defire to db 
it, her chief defignl being to keep her bed, her cafe and reft, if poflible v 
therefore, though fhe is not fo rude as to fay, that fhe Would not arrfe and 
let hifn in ; yet her words and actions TilanifeflJy fhewfhat Ihe’had no deficit 
to do ir, and therefore mikes the excufes fhe does ■, which are to be looked 
upon as an abfolute dertlil, and were fo interpreted by Chrift-j and may bfc 
paralleled With that anfwer, which the man gave to his Friend, who came at 
midnight to borrow hoaxes'of him, which in Lake xh-7. yob will ftnd to be 
this, jyckble me riot, tie door is rtvw jbut, ani my children -are with‘me in bed ; / 
cannot rife and give t bee. Having given yobthisgencfol vlrtv of fhe Words', 
I’ll now confider the parts of them, or the particular exeufes r that fhe makes.* 
Firfi, She fays, / have pvt off mj toof 'and from thente argues, Hm'fhnll 
I put it tn? It will be proper*to tohlWtr what is meantfoy J her puttlng -off 
her coat, and a!fo what the'afgOmentfhe forms Upon it, or the eonchifioft 
Ihe draw* from it, intends. ‘1. The believer’s Coat is Chrift and his rightfcbdf- 
nefs ; hi* clothing is the garments of fafvbtion, and his covering the robs tif 
rightedufife/s j all which he has from Chrift, who is Jehovah, our tightediif- 
«e&» whofe rigfittotrfhefc is the faints tyd&iig garment y Hhidh\xin$ ediBirof 

<J ‘- ' -F '- fine 


a YkL $aii&, in loc- 
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fine ImoflrfkA* and whitei and put upon them, they are clothed as with the 
fun •, foeirpwngarmentsi whether of fin or righteoufnefs* are filthy onesy in 
the room of which*, isl given to them change of raiment. Now this coat or 
garment juftifying righteoufnefs, being wrought out by Chrift, and brought 
to thefpul by the fpirit of God, faith puts on, according to Rom. xiii. 14: 
Put on the Lord Jefus Chrijl , i. e. the righteoufnefs of Chrift; which faith puts 
on, a9 a man does h)6 clothes ; and for this reafon we are faid to b zjujtified 
by faith \ not that faith, by any virtue of its own, has an-influence in' our 
juftification, or is a part of it; for we are no otherwife juftified by.ttj than 
as it apprehends, lays hold, and puts on Chrift for righteoufnefs. Now this 
coat .or garment being once put on, the believer can never be difrobed-Of idj 
it is an everlafling righteoufnefs , it will never wear out, nor can it be loft, 
not will it ever be took away from him* Adam loft the tighteoufrieft'ifi 
which he was created, but the believer’s can never be loft ; for ’tis not th<i 
righteoufnefs of a creature, but of God* thoie who once have on Chrift^i 
righteoufnefs, always have i for being once juftified by it^. they will always toe 
fo ; nor muft it be imagined, that ever a true believer will be left to defpife 
and nyeft this righteoufnefs : There is nothing dearer to him, and more Va¬ 
lued by him than this is ; he often thinks of it in himfelf, and frequently: 
1 peaks of it to others ; he defires to be always found in it, living and dying ; 
but yet fometimes his faith may be temifs about ir; may lie dormant, and be 
very little exercifed on this glorious object: Sometimes a believer is got into? 
fueh a carnal, fecur.e and lazy frame jof fpirit, as the church here was, that 
he contents himfelf with the bare performance of external duties, without liv¬ 
ing hi$ foul affefted with, ©r his faith concerned about Chrrft : as the i,ord 
his righteoufnefs ; nay, fometimes when he is not in fuch a frame, he.ktoo 
apt to dwell upon ,his own heart, his grace, his frames, his duties; there is 
a great deal of legality, fometimes, :in ibelievers, and their pra6t?ice .tons, 
contrary to their fighr,aud judgment. Now fo far as we reft in oUrfdvts 
in our duties and performansces, or dwell on our graces and our frames ; • fo 
far we may be faid to have put off our coat, or to have laid afide ^nd ne* 
gle&ed the righteoufnefs- of Chrift*, though ’tis certain believelris c^nhbt bd 
reallydifrobed pf it,; and, perhaps, this may be b the fcnfe offthrie JwordsiaQii 
die, 2. They may intend her fcaving her fkft lowe v as her feath in .Chriftfo 
righteoufnefs w^s very low, fo her love tt> Chuifl;, iis pepple, .v>ays ahebpr^ 
finances, was, very ppld ; »fchefe isTuch a thing as ik&vitigy' though moktlofihg 
pqrffirft love, for-which the church at, Efihefus was :blaiptrtiv Rev. , ii, : 4,' 3 >Joiv 
when faints arediv fhe <jjceccifefof Hhis grace of love id i Chrift or’his ? pdoplej 
they may be faidffpput itOfU aa thcapofHe rthorts. In fiafc'i fo 14I' md^qbcvb 
all. thefe y things ^ put 0 Amtity. y m ]&VK y : wbicb is tbebjw& of perfe&rtsfoi 4imi 
when , they grow reufifs and cold in fit, toay 'be laid to put it off: Thtffp 

words may alfo r$pj*efent her meglfrft ofher duty *• for i foe had* rw» dnly 
drop’d, in a gieat\me^re i the exercife qf .grace r but likewife the per* 
fprmance of duty foe; ;WU$;,jgrdwn;:flolbhful and ; inactive* ihe hadt’ptffridf 
her clothes, as having done working, and tbeteforertakes to herbed^'iand 

• ... COH^pfeS 

; t Vid. Brightman in loc. 
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compofcs herfelf to reft; thus, as a performance of duties may be called a 
putting of them on; fee Col. iii. 12. fo a negleft of them may be called a. 
putting of them off; which Elipbaz , in Job xv. 4. calls a cafiing off fear before 
God ; for he intends thereby a difregard to religious exercifes, which he fup- 
pofed Job chargeable with. 4. Thefe words manifeftly fliew, that fhe was 
in a Geepy, droufy frame ; had put off her clothes, and was gone to bed ; 
that fhe was now off of her guard, and had dropped her fpiritual watchful- 
nefs : Thus, as putting and keeping on of clothes is a fign of watchfolnefs, 
fee Neb. iv. 23. Rev . xvi. 15. fo putting them off is an indication of the 
contrary; and fhe having done fo, is not only expofed to danger, but to 
lhame, difgrace and fcandal. 5. Being now free from troubles, affli&ions, 
and perfections, fhe puts off her coat, and betakes herfelf to a bed of eafe ; 
and though he calls, yet fhe’s unwilling to arife and go along with him, left 
fhe fhould meet with the fame trials and fufferings as before, for the fake of 
him and his gofpel; fo much does the love of worldly eafe prevail over God’s 
own children, that they are fometimes loch to arife and follow Chrift in his 
own ways. V 

Now from hence fhe argues, and thus fhe concludes, that feeing fhe had 
put off he r coat , How fhould fhe put it on? Which difeovers, (i.) That fhe 
was apprehenfive of difficulty in doing Jt, How Jhall /, &c. i. e. how difficult 
will it be for me to do it ? and indeed, it is eafier dropping the exercife of a 
grace, or the performance of a duty, than it is to take it up again after we 
have done fo; and when grace is called to exertitfelf, or a duty is prefent- 
ed to be performed, carnal reafon raifes a thoufand difficulties, as infuperable, 
which faith only gets over. ( 2.) This Way of arguirtg, fhews her fluggifh- 
nefs, .and her love of eafe \ as the fluggord thinks there is danger if he afifes 
and goes into tbeiftreets, faying, a lion without , I Jhall be Jlainthe 

fireets ; fo he is fo wretchedly flothful, that having hid his hand in his bofom , 
it grievetb him to bring it again to his mouth: So fhe having^/ off her coat , was 
fo exceeding Gothful and fluggifh,. tHkt ffie was loth, it grieved her, it went to 
her very heart, fhe did not know how to bring herfelf to it, to put it dn again. 
(3.) Nay, there was not only a lothnefs, but an averfion to it; the carnal and 
flefhly part in the believer is entirely averfe, either to the exercife of grace, 
or to the difeharge of duty, it lujletb againjl the fpirit ; though there’s a Will- 
ingriefs in the regenerate part thereunto, for he delights in the law of God^ 
aftfn 'the inward man ; but the former Teems to have the afeendant in the? 
chrirch here, which makes her How Jhall Iytcc. I v am averfe unto it; 

intimates as though fhe tho^ht ^ unreafonable In him to define it;* 
fepiog Jiflr clothes, were off, andfihe Was] now in bed V for; him to defire hef td 
arife open, and let him in, was, what fhe thought, an unreafonable re- 
qUefl* a^d therefore: fays, How Jhntt l put it on ? h e. How canft thou'defiCC 
ifiobme^Though thi<; which Chrift call '4 her to, and,;indeed, bad 1 it b'dtfi 
mujh more .difficult than, it wav wak/bat her reasonable forvice. (<j.) 
pofes fKat fhe. was Apprehenfive b£ danger by doing it; that it'WouM'liPm- 
comrpodknisiand detrhnental to hec$ break her reft, difturb her eafe^ ^rtd 
p^jwdinial to her health ; there being danger of it, as fhe imagined, by rifing 
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out of her bed, and putting on her clothes to let him in. Now arguments 
taken from, and formed upon fuch felfifh principles, are much made ufe of by 
carnal reafon, and are pleaded with a great deal of force and vehemency by it, 
againft the obfervance of an ordinance or performance of a duty ; ’twas up¬ 
on this foot that thofe who were bidden to the wedding, excufed themfelves; 
9 twas againft their worldly profit and pleafure to comply with the invitation; 
one had bought a piece of ground , another, five yoke of oxen , and a third had 
married a wife , and therefore they could not come*, and in.fo doing, de¬ 
clared that they valued their worldly intereft before the blefiings of grace in 
Chrift ; as the church here in* faying. How fhall I put it on ? fliews, that Ihe 
preferred her worldly cafe-to ChriIVs company, and that Ihe fought more 
her own things , than the things which are Jefus Chrift’s. (6.) It may alfo 
fignify, that Ihe knew not how to do it, becaufe of that lhame and con- 
fufion which attended her on the account of her fins and tranfgrefilons 
againft him ; being confcious to herfelf of thefe things, Ihe blulhed and was 
afhamed, not knowing how to Ihew her face, and appear before him with 
any confidence, and therefore puts him off with thele excufes; and fo it is 
oftentimes with believers, who when they have fallen into fin, negleft their 
duty through lhame, and fo add fin to fin, as the church did here ; and this 
fenfe the Tar gum gives of this part of the words after this manner ; The con¬ 
gregation of lfrael anfwered and faid , before the prophets , Lo now I have re¬ 
moved from me the yoke of his precepts, and have ferved the idols of the people ; 
and how can I have the face to return unto him ? Though it makes the latter 
part of the text to be, not the words of the church, but of the Lord, who 
makes anfwer to her, and lets her know, that as he had removed his divine 
prefence from her, becaufe of her fins, how lhould he return to her again ? 
Which other part of the words come now to be confidered. 

Secondly , She urges, that Ihe had wafhed her feet ; and therefore how could 
Ihe defile them . Walking of feet was a cuftom much ufed in the Eaftent 
countries, where they wore not fhoes, but fandals, and therefore contra&ed a 
great deal of foil, efpecially in travelling, after which it was ufual to walk 
them, which not only removed the filth , from them, but much com¬ 
forted and refrelhed them ; inftances: of this we have in Abraham and Lot y 
who defired that water might be brought to walk the feet of the angels, whom 
they thought to be men; alfo in Abraham*'* fervant, in Jofeph* s brethren, 
and in Chrift's walking the feet of his difciples, a little before his death. 
Now this is to be underftood, not of the wafhing of regeneration, with which, 
no doubt, flie was walked, being Chrift’s fpoufe and bride, as well as walked 
in his'blood; for that is. the work of the ipirit of God, in the mighty 
operations of his grace upon her ; but this appears to be fomething of her own 
doing, 1 have wafhed my feet , &c. nor is dt meant of the purity of her out¬ 
ward conrerfation; though/^r and walking , when applied to the faints, do, 
in a fpiritual fenfe, intend this oftentimes; but it does not intend it here ; for 
her outward converfation does not appear to; b^. fo clean and pure, and fo be¬ 
coming the golpel, and her profeffion of it, a§ it lhould be. But, i. It may be 
obferved, that Ihe had plucked off her Ihoes or fandals, which.are the gofpel, 
2 and 
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and a converfatfon agreeable to it, according to Eph, vi. i $.’And your feet 
food with the preparation of the gojpel of peace. Now when the believer's 
feet are fhod thus, i.c, when he holds f be foyftery of the faith in.a pure confci- 
ence , then may it be faid of him, as inCb. vii. i. How beautiful are thy feet 
with fboeSy O prince's daughter: But now the church here had pluck’d off her’s 
in order to wadi her feet, that is, fhe was grown very carclefs about the doc¬ 
trines of the gofpel, and very negligent in keeping up a convention anfwe- 
rable to them. 2. This phrafe (hews, that fhe. was grown weary of fpiritual 
exercifes: So perfons, when weary of work or travelling, ufed to wa(h their 
feet, and go to reft. She was grown weary of well doings and was much 
like thofe in Mai, i. 13. who faid, in regard to the performance of religious 
exercifes. Behold , what a wearinefs is it ? and therefore wafhes her feet, lays 
afide an obfervanceof ordinances and duties, and betakes herfelf to her carnal 
eafe and reft, and being called from thence, fhe argues, I have wajbed my feet, 
Hovj Jball I defile them ? which intimates as before, a lothnefs, an averfion to 
it, and as though fhe thought it unreafonable in him to defire it, and crimi¬ 
nal in her to comply with it: Where obferve her wretched miftake in imagi¬ 
ning, that hearkening to and obeying Chrift’s commands, would be a de¬ 
filing her ; and it alfo (hews us what poor, little, trifling excufes, perfons in 
fuch a condition will make to keep themfelves in their carnal eafe and peace, 
in a ftate of flothfulnefs and inactivity ; nay, thefe excufes of her’s were not 
only idle and frivolous, as the putting on of her coat, and defiling her feet, 
but likewife, vile and finful, as will appear from the following confidera- 
tions. (i.) She had flighted the means which (Thrift had made ufe of to awake 
her ; fhe had made them null and void, and of no effeft ; he had called to 
her by the miniftry of the word, and had knocked in a providential way, 
and yet to no purpofe; fhe withftands both his knocks and calls, which muft 
needs be an aggravation of her fin. (a.) She finned againft light and know¬ 
ledge (he knew it was the voice of her beloved that called unto her, and 
acknowledges it to be fo; and yet fhe fleeps on, and makes thefe idle ex¬ 
cufes, as (he does, which muft needs increafe her guilt. (3.) She had invited 
him to come but a little before, as in G6. iv. 16. Let tny beloved come into 
his garden, accordingly he did come ; and as foon as he was come, fhe falls 
afleep, and treats him after this bafe and difingenuous manner. (4.) She 
had purpofely compofed herfelf to deep ; it does not feem to, have fallen 
upon her at an unawares ; but fhe, as it were, fought it, and for this reafon 
put off her coat, and wafhed her feet, that fhe might be the more fit for 
reft, and take it more eafily. (5.) Yet fhe endeavours to fhift the blame 
from off herfelf, as if fhe wwno ways in the fault, but that the thing was ei¬ 
ther difficult and unreafonable, or elfe unlawful to be done; and therefore, fhe 
fays, Hmv Jball /, &c. {64 £ he appears in all this to be guilty, of the 
greateft ingratitude* fhe fell into this fleepy and lazy frame, after a noble 
entertainment, and fumptuous feaft that Chrift had made for her; fhe continues 
herein, notwitfcftanding the moft affe&ionate characters he gives her, .and the 
moft powerful arguments he ufes with her ; fhe fleeps oh, though he lets 
her know, that his head was filled with dew, and bis locks with the drops of 
2 the 
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the night: Though he had fuffered and undergone fo much on her account, 
yet, O vile ingratitude ! flie’s unwilling to be at the trouble of putting on a 
coat on his account, or to run the rifque of defiling her feet for his fake. 
(7.) She alfo difcovers the higheft folly, in that fhe prefers her prefent eafe 
to Chrift’s company. Well, but how does Chrift take this? How can he 
bear to be affronted after this rate ? Does he not highly refent it ? Yes •, but 
this will farther appear in the confideration of the following verfes. 

Ver. 4 My beloved put in his hand by the hole of the door , and my 
bowels were moved for him . 

T H E church proceeds here to give an account of fome further fteps which 
Chrift took, in order to awake her, and caufe her to arife and open to 
him; which, though they are inftances of his grace unto her, yet manifeftly 
fhew how much he refented her unkindnefs and ingratitude to him : And fhe 
alfo takes notice what influence this carriage of his towards her, had upon her. 
In thefe words we have, 

I. The method which Chrift took, in order to have entrance ; he put in his 
hand by the hole of the door. 

II. The effe£t it had upon her ; her bowels were moved for him. 

I. The method which Chrift took to let himfelf in. Seeing lhe was fo loth 
and fo unwilling to arife and open to him, heatempts it himfelf, not by break¬ 
ing open the door, but by putting in his hand by the hole thereof, in order to 
remove the bolt or bar which kept him from entring in. Some read the 
words thus % My beloved put down his hand from the hole of the door , or lock, 
i. e. withdrew or removed his hand from thence * he had put it in there for the 
aforefaid reafon, but hearing fuch language from within, as in the preceding 
verfe, I have put off my coat , &c. he defifted from his attempt, and went 
his way, refolving to chaftife her for her bafe ufage of him, by a departure 
from her; which, when ftte underftood, it threw her into that concern of 
mind, which appears in this verfe, and alfo put her upon taking thofe me¬ 
thods to find him, which the following verfes fhew fhe did: But i fhall con- 
fider the words according to our verfion of them, My beloved put in. bis hand, 
by the hole of the door ; and then not to take any notice of the charter which, 
fhe gives him, My beloved , which has been often confidered and explained : 1 
ltiall enquire^ i ft. What i9 meant by the door. v.dly> What, by the bole of* 
the door, offly. What the hand ofthrift fignifies. 4 thly 9 What the putting 
of it in is expreffive of. 

1 ft* It will be proper to enquire what is meant by the door . There are fe* 
veral thing? in fcfipture which'bear this name, in a figurative and metaphori¬ 
cal fenfe, as Chrift, the church, an occafion or opportunity of preaching the 
gofpel, John x. 9. Cant. viii. 9. x Cor.xv i. 9^ £ec. none of which can be in-» 

tended 
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meus demiferat manum fuam a foramine, Jun. 
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tended here. A * Jewifh writer thinks, that the firmamentis here meant, and 
that God put forth his hand from thence, perhaps, either in a threatning way, 
or by infli&ing fome chaftifement on the People of Ifrael, for their Qothful- 
nefs and negleft of building the iecond temple ; but by the door here, I ap¬ 
prehend, we are to underftand, either the door of faith, of which we read, 
inAflsxxv, 27. And when they were come , i. e. Paul and Barnabas , to Antioch , 
and bad gathered the church together , they rcbearfed all that God had done with 
tbem y and how he had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles ; which muft 
be under flood, either of the preaching of the Doctrine of Faith among them, 
or of the implantation of faith in them, and, perhaps, both are intended : All 
by nature, whether eledt or non-eleft, are fliut and locked up faft in the prifon 
of unbelief*, and when God comes to convert a finner, he opens the door of 
faith, and lets them at liberty*, though fometimes this door of faith, even 
afterwards, is fo clolely fhut up, as that there is only a little crevice, a fmall 
hole, through which a little love breaks forth from the foul to Chrift, and a 
little light breaks in from Chrift unto the foul; which feems to be the cafe of 
the church here, and is what Heman the Ezrahite complains of, in PfaL Ixxxviii. 
8 . when he fays, I am fhut up , and 1 cannot come forth . Or elfe, by the door y 
may be meant, the door of her heart,, which was in a great meafure fhut 
againft Chrift, through weaknefs, and the prevailings of Corruptions in her; 
thus Lydia s heart is compared to a door, which was opened by the hand 
of powerful and efficacious grace *, by the means of which, Chrift with his large 
train of grace, were let in, of whom it is faid, PfaL xxiv. 7, 8, 9, 10. Lift 
up your beads O ye gates , and be ye lift up , ye everlajling doors \ which are 
not to be underftood of the doors and gates of the temple, though, perhaps, 
there may be an allufion to them, but of fouls which are of an everlafting 
make \ and the king of glory fhall come in *, Who is this king of Glory ? the 
Lord of Hojls , he is the King of glory *, even the Lord Jefus Chrift, who is 
the King of kings , and Lord of lords ; who is glorious in his perfon, in his 
offices, and in his faints*, and who demands an entrance into, takes poffeffion 
of, and dwells by faith in the hearts of his people. The door then is ei¬ 
ther the door of faith, or the door of her heart; or if we put them both to¬ 
gether, and fay, ’tis faith in her heart here meant, I cannot'fee that it will be 
amifs. But, 

2 dfy y What is meant by the hole of the door, is our next enquiry. The 
word door is not in the Hebrew text, therefore fome interpret it the hole of 
the window or cafement y others of the lock ; but it feems rather to be of the 
door. This hole was either in the door, or hard by it, fo R. Sdlomon Jar chi 
thinks ; or elfe was between the two leaves or foldings of the door,, according 
to i?. Aben Ezra *, but however, *tis the myftical and fpiritual fenfe which 
we are chiefly concerned about: And having interpreted the door 9 of her heart, 
or of faith in her heart; and there being but a fmall hole in this door, through 
which Chrift put his hand, it lets us know that her heart was much nar¬ 
rowed and ftraitned ; her faith was very low in its exercife on Chrift, which 
fometimes is as an open door to receive him , but now was but as an hole, 

through 
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throygh which but little light was let in from Chrift, and but little love re¬ 
turned to him ; her affeCtions were chill and cold, which ufed to be enlarged 
with fervency unto him ; her obedience to him w 4 s but very fmall, not at¬ 
tended with that chearfulnefs and fpirit of liberty as heretofore *, which feems 
to be the cafe of David, when he fays, PfaL cxix. 32. I will run the ways of 
thy commandments, when thou Jhalt enlarge my heart his heart was then nar¬ 
rowed, and he was lhut up in his own foul; there were not that chearfulnefs 
and liberty, that warmth and zeal, that livelinefs and fprightlinefs which he 
had fometimes experienced, in his obedience to the divine commands: And 
this, no doubt, was the church’s cafe here; but there being a hole open, 
though, perhaps, but a fmall one, yet it fhews, that her heart was not intirely 
clofed and fhut up*, it cannot be faid of her, that there were in her, no faith 
in Chrift, no love to him, no fear of him ; for grace once implanted, can 
never be loft ; ,though it is not always in exercife, in motion, yet it is always 
in being: And .herein lies the difference between a regenerate and an unrege¬ 
nerate man 5 the one has his heart entirely clofed and fhut up againft Chrift; 
there is not a crevice, a cranny open to Chrift; but the other, though his 
heart may be much clofed and fhut up, yet there is always an entrance, though 
fometimes but a fmall one, for him: But, you will fay, Why then does 
Chrift fay, in ver. 2. Open to me, myfifter, my love, &c. ? I anfwer, Becaufe 
he found the entrance into her heart was not l'o wide, fo open and fo free, as 
it had heretofore been i and though he knew Ihe was no more able to widen 
and-enlarge her heart, and open it to him, than lhe was at Rrft converfion; 
yet, to bring her under a conviftion of her prefent ftate, he thus calls to 
her: No, this work is his alone i he alone can enlarge the heart, and make it 
wide enough for himfelf to enter in at; he has a key that can open this door, 
when he pleafes, even the key of David, with which he openeth, and no man 
Jhutteth \ and Jhutteth, and no man openeth . But I proceed, 

3 dly, To Ihew what is meant by the hand of Chrift, which he puts in by 
the hole of this door: And this I take to be his mighty, powerful and effica¬ 
cious grace *, and fo the word is ufed in Afts xi. 21. And the hand of the Lord 
was with them : And a great number believed and turned to the Lord . The 
reafon why the miniftry ot the apoftles was fo much owned for the converfion 
of fouls, was, becaufe it was attended with the mighty and efficacious grace 
of Chrift; it was the want of this Ifaiah complained of, when he faid, Ifa . 
liii. 1. Who hath believed our report, and to whom is the arm of the Lord re¬ 
vealed? If the miniftry- of any is made ufeful for the good of fouls, ’tis 
becaufe this arm is revealed, and this hand put forth; and the minifters of 
Chrift are willing to aferibe it to that, and not to themfelves; and can 
freely join with the apoftle Paul , in faying. Not I, but the grace of God which 
was with me \ and without this hand, all the means of Grace are ineffectual; 
but this can turn the key and open the door of any heart, though never fo 
clofely fhut, and ftrongly barred and bolted againft Chrift ; now the fame 
mighty and efficacious grace is equally exerted and put forth in the awaking 
of a drowfy faint, reclaiming a backftiding profelfor, and quickening him to 
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his duty* as in the coave*lion of a finner, dead in trefpajfi? and Jins. Which 
brings me to confider, 

4 tJb/y y What is meant by Chrift's putting in his hand of mighty and effica¬ 
cious grace, by the bole of the door. Now this intends the exertion and appli¬ 
cation: of-grace to the hearts of believers, which influence and quicken, fup- 
port and maintain grace in them ; this is an internal work, and differs from 
all the other methods which Chrift took with her, and appears to be-more 
powerful than any of them ; he had called in the external miniftry of the 
word, 3nd knocked in a providential way, by infti£ting ,fome chaftifement 
,upon her; he had given her good words, expoftulited with her, and u fed 
perluafive Arguments, and yet to no purpofe ; but now he puts in his hand 
of mighty grace, and the Work is done; which hand moves fecretly and 
invifibly, and yet powerfully and irreftftibly ; for none can ft ay his hand , or 
fay unto him, Wbat doeft thou ? though it ufes no force or compulfion,; but 
works fweetly and kindly upon the heart; for how unwilling and loth foever 
the church was before, to arife and open to Chrift, now file’s intirely willipg 
to do it, and that not through force or fear, but out of a real affection fqr 
him, and love to him. Chrift, now, in putting in his hand, and thus power¬ 
fully and fweetly working upon her heart, Ihews, i. The exceeding greatnefs 
of his love and grace unto her; that tho’ file had treated him in fo rude*a 
manner, and difeovered fo much difingenuity and ingratitude to him, which 
made him take up a refolurion to depart from her, yet he would not leave 
her without giving fome evidences of his love to her, without putting in 
his hand, and leaving fome 7 nyrrh upon the lock, and fweet fmelling myrrh 
on the handles thereof. 2. His faithfulrtefs to her: Chrift never wholly and 
entirely leaves his people; he has promifed that he will not, and he. is faith¬ 
ful to this promife; Chrift may fo withdraw himfelf from them, as that 
that they may not have fenfible communion With him, but their union to 
him remains firm and indiffoluble ; they may think that he has totally and 
finally left them, when he has not, nor never will: He departs here from 
the church, but it was not a total departure ; for he put in his hand by the 
bole of the door y and left fomething there, which ftirred up her affeftions to 
him, and put her upon a diligent fearch and enquiry after him. 3. His power: 
What is it that the hand of Chrift cannot do ? What the external calls of the 
miniftry, the knocks and raps of peffccution* what go6d words and moving 
-arguments could not do, that’s done in a moment,"by'Chrirt’s putting in 
his hand ^ .ftie lay ftill before, and put him r off with idle excufes ; but noye 
fhearifes and opens tp him : Which leads me to confider, 

II. Theeffedt of this, or what influence this had upon her heart ; htr 
bawds y file fays, were moved for bim \ which is exprefllve either, 

Firfiy Of that forrow and grief which then poflefled her heart: The word 
is ufed in Jer . iv. 13. Lam . i. 20. to exprefs grief and fonrow ; and ifidefed, 
it is no wonder that it flioold be fo with her, when ftie began to be capable 
of revolving things in her mind, aod comparing her carnage and hii'fe- 
gether, obferving thebafenefs aqd.ditirSgenuity there were in theone; anfl the 
exceeding greatnefs of love and tendernefs in the other. The words have a 

double 
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double reading in th cHebr&zv text; fome.copies read, my bowels were moved 
in me , or for me \ and this reading the Jewifh commentators foltdW, ''par¬ 
ticularly R> Sol. Jarchie and fo do Junius and Tremdlius, the Tig urine vertical, 
and that of Pagnine's ; -other copies.read, my’bowels were moved for him, 
which, by Mercer, is efteemed the beft and moft correft reading, and is'fol¬ 
lowed by our, and other tranflators. If we read the words in the firft way, 
they will afford u$ thefe two obfervations ♦, i. That her grief and forrow w£s 
inward, and foreal and fincere ; her bowels moved within her ; anff futh a 
forrow as this, is what is required, regarded and approved if by God \ Tkdu 
defir eft truth in the inward parts, and in the hidden part thou wilt make me to 
• know wifdom , fays David , Pfal . li. 6. For it is not a fhedding of tears Or rend¬ 
ing of garments, but a heart broken under a fenfe of fin, and melted down 
with the difcoveries of boundlefs love, that is an acceptable facrificfc'Wlft 
God through Chrift. 2.’ That her own fin and unkindnefs to Chrift, was the 
eaufe of all this ; my bowels were moved for me , or concerning « my\felf for whit 
I had done, and had been guilty of, I have none to blame but myfelf; I am 
the foie author of all this trouble to myfelf; my own fin and wickednefs has 
brought all this upon me ; O it pains me ! it cuts me to the very heart, to 
think l that I Ihould yfe the bed of hufbands fo unkindly, and treat him 
after fo bafe a rate, as I have done! 

But then, if we follow the fecond reading, it will lead us to make the re¬ 
marks following, (1.) That fin, as committed againft Chrift, was the chief 
and principal eaufe of her trouble and forrow ; my bowels were moved fortyim, 
becaufe I had finned againft him \ had it been another, it would nor have 
grieved me fo much * but againft thee, thee only have I finned ; which Ihows 
(her repentance to be right, and her forrow to be true and genuine, •-(2;) 
That the fufferings of Chrift, oceafioned by her fins and tranfgrefiions, 1 ’inilu- 
enced her forrow ; my bowels were moved for him , it grieves me, I am pained 
at the very heart to think that my beloved's head Ihould be wet with dew , 
and, his locks with the drops of the night, through me ; that he fhould'fiiffer 
fo much upon my account, 'and for my fake. Now when, repentance fprings 
from faith’s viewing a crucified and differing Chrift, it appears to be evan¬ 
gelical f fee Zech . xii. 10. (3.) That her fruftratirig the means whicffCftrift 

made ufe of, added to her grief: 'Did my beloved call and knock, ah.d call 
again ? And did I know that it was the voice of my beloved ? Did he-givc 
me good words, expoftulate and argue with me, in the moft moving and 
tender manner ? And yet, vile and ungrateful Wretch that I atn* Did i he 
ft ill, and not .move to open and let him in? Could he-get nothing from me 
but tnere Hiifts*and evafions? O how does the confideriicion of all this over r 
whelm ime w 4 ith--grief afid-forrow'? (4.) That the lofs of his company was 
alio ao ingredient/‘herein •, for ai Ghrift’s company and prefence fill the be¬ 
liever with the greateft joy, fo his abfence and departure from him, give 
him die. greateft. Uneafinefs Thou didft bide thy face , fays David , Pfal. 
xxx, 7. and I was troubled*, fo here, her bowels moved, her foul was grie¬ 
ved, not only for what fhe had done, unto him, but alfo for the lofs of 

him. 
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him. Or elfc, th?fe words, my bowds were ntffvtd for him, are ex- 

- I ' 

and ftirring of her affeftions tO:him, in which 
j. lxiii. 15. Pbilem.ver. 12. for though her affec¬ 
tions h^d been chill, and her love to Chrift cold, yet they were not loft; 
Chrift’s putting in his hand, ftirred up the coals of love, which many waters 
cannot quench ; Vo that they began to kindle and appear in flames 5-for not 
only the grace was in her heart, but in exercife, in motion there, my bowels 
moved , &c. fo that lhe could fay, after all her fleepinefs, flothfulnefs, ne¬ 
gligence in duty, and bafe carriage towards Chrift,-as Peter, after his back- 
flidings, Lordy thou knowejl all tbingSy thou knowejl that I love thee: This 
love of hers was real, hearty and fincere ; it was not the moving of her lips 
or tongue, but of her bowels within her ; lhe loved : not in words neiiher in 
tonguey but in deed and in truth ; and this her aftions ratify, which are recorded 
in the following verfes. , . ; 


preflive, 

Secondfyy Of the moving 
fenfe the word is ufed in JJ 


Ver. 5 , 1 rofe up to open to my beloved\ and my hands dropped with 
myrrh, and my fingers with fweet fmelling myrrh, upon, the han¬ 
dles of the lock . 

I N thefe words the church gives an account of a fecond and a third effeft 
of Chrift’s putting in his hand by the hole of the door. 

I. She rofe to open to him. 

II. Having done fo, fhe laid hold on the handles of the lock y in order to 
draw it back; and before lhe proceeds to take notice of any other fteps 
lhe took, with the fuccefs thereof, Che (tops to give an account of a 
fweet piece of experience lhe met with, when lhe put her hands upon the 
bandies of the lock ; My bands lays lhe, dropped with myrrby and my 
fingers with fweet fmelling myrrh . 

I. She fays, that lhe rofe to open to her beloved. This is oppofed to her 
Former flothfulnefs and fleepinefs; before lhe lay ftill and flept on, notwith- 
ftanding Chrift’s calls and knocks, his melting words and moving language; 
but now being touched by his hand of mighty and powerful grace, lhe lhakes 
off her fluggifhnefs, and arifes to open to him, which is more than a mere 
refolution to do it; fuch an one as fhe made in Cb. iii. 2. and the.prodigal in 
Luke xv. 18. Now thefe refolutions were made in the ftrength of grace ; and 
being aflifted by divine grace to perform them, were quickly put in execu¬ 
tion ; though otherwife refolutions made in our own ftrength, are feldom 
or never made good : But this was more than a mere refolution, it was an ac¬ 
tual performance of it; not but that lhe refolved, no doubt, in her mind 
to do it before flie did it; but the difpatch was fo quick, and there being 
fo little time between the making, and the execution of it, that lhe had.nei- 
ther leifure nor room to record it \ I rofe to open to my beloved ; which aft 
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of hers (hews, i. That her defign and intention to open to Chrift, was real 
and hearty: Had fhe lay upon her bed, and made ever fuch fair promifes 
that (he would arife and open to him, and yet have kept her bed and flept on, 
there would have been but very little proof that fhe really and heartily de- 
figned it; but her rifing in order to it, is a full indication of it; even as 
jibrabam* s rifing up early, fadling his afs, his taking his own and only fon Jfaa.c 
with him, and going to the place which the Lord dire&ed him to ; his put¬ 
ting the wood in order, binding his fon, and laying him upon it ; his taking 
the knife and ftretching out his hand to flay his fon, manifeftly (hewed, that 
he really intended to obey the divine command, though fo difagreeable to 
flefli and blood. 2. That her concern at her bafc and unbecoming carriage 
to him was fmcere and unfeigned; the efte&s fhew that her forrow was of a. 
godly fort, feeing it wrought in her carefulnefs to obey his will, zeal for his 
honour and glory, fear and reverence of his perfon, a vehement defire after 
the enjoyment of his prefence and company, and an indignation at her own 
fin and folly ; fee 2 Cor. vii. 10, 11. Her repentance appears to be true and 
genuine, becaufe it brought forth fruits meet for it. 3. That (he did not 
Hay to confer with flefli and blood, but immediately arofe, as foon as touched 
by the hand of mighty grace ; had flie done fo, fhe would have argued thus 
withherfelf; yet a little fleep> a little Jlumber , a little folding of the hands to 
Jleep, and then I will arife and open to him ; no, for though fhe put him off 
before with idle excufes, having confulted her own carnal eafe, yet now, 
being under the influence of powerful grace, fhe cannot defer it any longer, 
but without delay, rifes to open to him. 4. That when a foul, in fuch a 
cafe as her’s, is made fenfible of it, it cannot reft eafy upon a bed of carnal 
fecurity ; it may, with David* for a time be fenfelefs, ftupid and uncon¬ 
cerned ; and with Jonah* lie faft afleep, in the fides of the (hip, carelefs, 
rhoughtlefs and unconcerned ; yet when awaked from hence, anguilli and 
diftrels feize it, and it cannot be eafy without fome returning vilits ot love, 
fome views of Chrift’s perfon, and fome enjoyment of his prefence; and 
therefore will arife and go out in queft of him. And now no difficulties 
difeourage fuch a foul, as none did the church ; when (he was upon her bed 
of eafe, every little thing was difficult to her; her language was that of the 
fluggard’s, There is a lion in the way* a lion is in the Jlreets it was then a 
trouble to her to put on. her coat, and ah intolerable hardfhip to defile her feet; 
but now neither the one nor the other hinder her, but lhe riles, opens, and ven¬ 
tures herfelf alone in the ftreets, runs among the watchmen of the city, and 
keepers of the walls, and from thence to the daughters of Jerufalem* to en¬ 
quire of her beloved. 5. It alfo fuppofes, that fhe thought Chrift ftill at the 
door; though no fooner had he put in his hand, but he was gone, being wil¬ 
ling to let her know, though he loved her, yet he refented her carriage to 
him : And here we may obferve, that God*s children may be miftaken fome- 
times, about the prefence of Chrift ; fometimes he is prefent with them, and 
they know it not, as Jacob faid, Gen. xxviii. 16. Surely the Lord is in this place 
and l knew it not ; and at other times, when they are got into fuch carelefs, 
fecure and unconcerned frames of foul, like Sampfon* the Lord is departed 

from 
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from them, and they wifi not, i. e. know not that the Lord is departed 
from them. 6. This (hews the power of mighty and efficacious grace, and 
that Ihe was under the influence of iy though, perhaps, the fpirit was will¬ 
ing before, yet the fiefh was weak ; though flie might have a will to open to 
Chrift, yet how to perform it {he knew not •, though, indeed, her will Teem¬ 
ed to be very indifferent about it; there appeared a lothneis in her, and a 
kind of unwillingnefs to it; but now Ihe is made both able and willing in 
the day of bis power, to arife and open to him. 

II. Having rofe to open to Chrift, fhe puts her hand upon the handles of 
the lock , to draw it back, and let him in *, which, in order, is the third effeCt of 
Chrift’s putting in bis hand by the hole of the door . Now though this is not in 
io many words exprefs’d in the text, yet it is manifeftly implied ; for If her 
bands dropped with myrrh , and her fingers with fweet fmelling myrrh upon the 
bandies of the lock , it then fuppoles, that her hands and fingers muft firft lay 
hold upon the lock-handies, which was alio abfoluteiy neceflary to do, in 
order to open the door. It will be proper here to confider, \Ji , What we 
are to underftand by the lock , and the handles- of it. idly , What by her 
hands and fingers, which laid hold on thefe handles, to draw back the lock, 
and in what fenfe they might do it. 

i ft. It is needful to enquire what may be meant by the lock, and the handles 
of it: and as by the door , I fuppofe- is meant the heart of a believer, fo by 
the lock, which fattens and keeps this door {hut, may be meant unbelief; by 
which, as all by nature are locked and fhut up, in the ftate they are in, 
fo believers, fometimes by it, are fo ftraitned, confined and {hut up in their 
fouls, that they cannot come forth in the free exercife of faith, in which they 
are at other times found : And the handles of this lock may be lukewarmnefs 
and indifference of foul, with regard to duty, a fluggifhnefs and lothnefs to 
come to it, which oftentimes bring the foul, at laft, to a negleft of it; for 
firft, perfons grow indifferent about the performance of duties, or attendance 
on ordinances, do not care whether they perform them, or attend on them 
or no *, then they begin to b zjlotbful in bufinefs , not ferving the Lord with that 
fervency of fpirit which they have heretofore done; and at laft, wholly ne- 
glett them, which brings them into a carnal, fecure and unconcerned frame 
of fpirit ; and all this ftrengthens unbelief, and keeps the door the clofer {hut 
againft Chrift ; which feems to have been the cafe of the church here, and of 
that of Laodicea, in Rev . iii. when Chrift flood at hef door and knocked. 

idly. By her hands and fingers may be meant* hfcr faith in its exercife and 
operation, attended with the fruits thereof. Faith krufually reprefented in 
fcripture, as the hand of the foul, by which It receives Chrift, as the Fa¬ 
ther’s free gift; embraces him as the only Saviour, lays hold upbn and 
retains him, as he Hands in all the endearing characters and relations, which 
he appears in to his own people. Now this faith is not idle and inactive, but 
works by love to Chrift arid his people, to his Ways and ordinance*; it has its 
fruits, and hr attended with the performance of good workd, ind WiH put 
the perfon that' is pofleffed of St; on thfe difchifge* of his duty i'rft* put the 
church here* updif attempting ' draw-back the‘lockfaith laid* 
ks hand and fingers upon the handles of it, and ufed all its might, power 
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and diligence to do it: But it may be afked, How could the church be able, 
with all her faith, induftry and diligence to draw back this lock ? I anfwer. 
Faith cannot do this of itfelf; unbelief is a fin which cafily befets us , but it is 
not fo eafily got rid of; it is a weight the hand of faith, of itfelf, can¬ 
not lift and lay afide; the believer muft fay, even in the exercife of faith, 
with the poor man in the gofpel, Mark ix. 24. Lord y I believe^ help thou 
mine unbeliefs this lock goes too hard for faith to draw it back of itfelf; but 
yet faith’s looking to, and dealing with Chrift’s perfon, blood and righte- 
oufnefs, much weakens unbelief: When an unbelieving Thomas was indulged 
with a fight of Chrift’s pierced hands and feet, and was enabled to thruft his 
hand into his fide, his unbelief immediately vanifhed and difappeared ; and he 
could fay, My Lord and my God: It is certain, that the ftronger faith grows, 
lukewarmnefs, indolence, and carnal fecurity decay, and the foul is quickned, 
ftirred up, and put upon the performance of duty and what is it that a foul 
is not enabled to do% the exercife of faith ? difficulties which are infuperable 
to carnal fenfe and reafon, are got over by faith ; read over the eleventh 
chapter of the epiftle to the Hebrews , and you will fee what heroic a&Sihave 
been performed by faith; though the ftrength in which thefe things have been 
performed, did not arife from the grace itfelf, but from Chrift, the objett of 
it, whofe ftrength is made perfect in faith’s weaknefs for without him we can 
do nothings but his grace is fufficient to enable us to do all things. 

Now before fhe proceeds to tell how ffie fucceeded in this attempt, ffie 
gives an account of a piece of fweet expenence fhe met with, whilft fhe was 
trying to draw back the lock ; my hands , fays fhe, dropped with myrrh , and my 
fingers with fweet fmelling myrrh upon the handles of the lock: By myrrh is meant 
grace in its aboundings and overflowings; but it may be enquired, from whence 
this myrrh came, and by whom it was brought; if we underftand it of the church’s 
myrrh or grace as brought here by herfelf, as fome think % who may be repre- 
fented as taking up a pot of myrrh, intending with it to anoint and refrefh 
his head, which was wet with dew, which ffie either unawares or elfe defign- 
edly broke ; or elfe, being in a panick fear, her hands ffiook, and the myrrh 
run over her hands and fingers; or rather, not haying time to perfume her 
garments with it, as was ulual, fee Pfal. xlv. 8. ffie dipped her fingers in a 
pot of myrrh, to ingratiate and render felf acceptable to her beloved; fuppofing 
that he might be full of refentment pn the account of her carriage and beha¬ 
viour towards him : And then taking it in this fenfe, it will teach us thefe 
things following, 1. That her grace was now in exercife,* it was flowing ;' 
this oil of myrrh before was, as it were, congealed and frozen up ; but now 
it’s become liquid, it is upbn the flow, and flows in fuch abundance, that it 
ran off her hands and fingers upon the handles of the lock. 2. Her hands and 
fingers dropping with it, ffiew that thefe aftions and good works of hers, in¬ 
tended by her hands and fingers, being performed in faith, were odorous and 
grateful to Chrift: So the prayers of tne faints are called odours , in Rev. 
v. 8. and fome mean and fmall fervices of the Pbilippians, are called an 
odour of a fweet finely Phil. iv. 18. 3. That when grace is in exercife. 


3 Vid, Sanft. and Bp. Patrick in loc, 

T t 



3 22 Jn E K p o s i t t o n oft he Ch&p, V. 

duty is both eafy and pleafant \ Chrift’s commands then are net grievous , but 
his ways are ways ef pUafantnefs y and his paths , paths of peace . ■ Before, no¬ 
thing more unplealant than to arife and open to him, but ( now, nothing 
more eafy and delightful, her bands drop with myrrh , &c. But I ra¬ 
ther think, that the myrrh or grace of Chrift is here meant, which was 
brought and left here by him * when he put in his hand by the bole of the door % 
he then put in this myrrh, and left it in the lock hole ; which flic found in 
fuch abundance when fhe came to open, that her hand$ and fingers dropped 
with ft : taking the words in this lenfe, we may obferve that it is called fo, 
(i.) For the precioulhefs of it: Myrrh is a precious fpice, and one of the 
principal fpices; and this in the text is the beft of myrrh. The word 
tranflated ficeet fmelling myrrh, fignifies paffing or current myrrh b \ it being 
vendible or faleable, not in the lead damaged, but what will pafs, and fo is 
in the fame fenfe current, as money is faid to be, Gen . xxiii. 16. Or elfe, it is 
called pojfing myrrh, becaufe it diffufes its odour on eyery fide ; fo R . Sol . 
Jarcbi thinks: Or rather, becaufe it is that myrrh which bleeds or weeps, 
or drops from the tree of itfelf, which is always efteemed the beft myrrh: 
And this fets forth the exceeding precioufnefs of Chrift’s grace, which is 
more valuable than all things elfe. (2.) It fets forth the abundance of it: If 
there was fuch an abundance of it brought by Chrift, and left in the lock 
hole, fo that it ran in fuch plenty over her hands and fingers, as to drop 
from thence \ What an abundance? What an overflow of it muft there be 
in himfelf, who is full of grace and truth ? If there is a fuperabounding of 
grace in thofe, in whom fin has abounded ; What an overflowing fulnefs of 
it muft there be in him, in whom is no fin, and who is the fountain from 
whence all grace flows, and is communicated to his people? (3.) It is cx- 
prefiive of the odoroufnefs of it: There is fuch a fweet favour in the grace 
of Chrift, as it is in himfelf, that the love of the virgins is drawn forth to him 
by it ; and it emits fo fragrant an odour, as it is in believers, that Chrift 
himfelf is delighted with it j fee Cant . i. 3. and iv. 10. 

Moreover, feeing it appears that this myrrh was brought unto, and left in 
the lock hole, by Chrift, it may be alked for what purpofe it was brought 
and left there ? which was [1.] To draw and allure her heart unto him. The 
fame grace that draws a foul to Chrift at firft converfion, draws it to him 
when it has declined and backllidden from him : Chrift ufes the fame methods, 
and puts forrh the fame grace at one time as at the other 5 he draws with the 
cords of love, and bands of a man. [2.] To fupple and foften her hard heart, 

and make this rufty lock go eafy: This oil of myrrh being left there, re¬ 
moved the hardnefs of her hearth the ftiffnefs of her will* add the ruftinefs of 
her affections ; this melted her hard heart, made her ftubbom will pliable, fet 
her affe&ions on the flow, her faith in exercife, and made the lock of Unbe¬ 
lief draw back more eafy. [3.] To excite and ftir up her grace: *Tis 
Chrift?s grace manifefted and applied unto us, that excites ours; ’tis his lpve 
Jhed abroad in our hearts by his fpirit , that raife9 ours ; for we love him becaufe 
he firft. loved us. Now all thefe ends were anfwered hereby; it was this grace, 
this myrrh left in the handles of the lock, that fetched her off of her bed, that 

foftened 

fc Myrrham tranfeuntero, Jr. Motto*. Vid. Mercer, and Bp. Patrick in loc. 
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foftendd the hardnels of her heart, and affeftions to him, that removed the 
bars and bolts that kept him out, and drew forth her grace into exercife. 

Again, the church’s hands and fingers being faid to drop with myrrh , which 
Chrift Had put into the lock hole, fhews, i. That all the grace, all the myrrh 
that a believer has, comes from Chrift ; *tis from his fulnefs we receive grace 
for grace, i. e. all forts of grace. 2. That a believer has moft reafon to ex- 
peft a larger meafure of grace from Chrift, when he is in the way of his 
duty •, whiJft the church was fluggifti and flothful, negligent of her -duty, 
and taking her eafe upon a bed of fecurity, there’s no mention of the flow¬ 
ings of this myrrh into her or upon her 5 but now ftie is up and in the way of 
her duty, her hands drop with myrrh y and her fingers with fweet fuelling myrrh: 
Not that our duties are deferving of any thing at Chrift’s hands, much lefs 
fuch large meafures and overflowings of grace as thefe ; yet Chrift has been 
gracioufly pleafed for an encouragement, to grant the promife of his prefence, 
and the communications of his grace tq us, when found in the way of our* ' 
duty, though not for the performance of it. How the church fucceeded in this* 
attempt of her’s, in opening the door, may be leen in the following words. 

Ver. 6. I opened to" my beloved, but my beloved had withdrawn him - 
felf a?id was gone: My foul failed when he fpake: 1 fought 
him , but I could not find him : I called him , but he gave me 
no anfwer . 


1 


N thefe words are, 

I. A fourth and laft effeft of Chrift’s putting in his hand by the hole of the\ 
door ; ftiz opened to him. 

II. The wretched difappointment lhe met with ; he had withdrawn bimfelf 
and was gone . 

III. Whac effeft this difappointment had upon her ; her foul failed when 
he fpake. 

IV. Her endeavours to find her loft fpoufe. 

I. Here is a fourth and laft effeft of Chrift’s putting in his hand by the hole 
of the door, which is the exertion'of his mighty and efficacious grace, I 
opened to my beloved . This was what her beloved delired of her, and called 
for in ver . 2. and which was his principal end in exerting the power of his 
grace. Now this opining to him i$ to be underftood of the exercife of her 
faith, by which her heart Was'enlarged and dilated to receive Chrift; faith is the 
eye, the ear, the mouth and hand of the foul; faith’seye being opened, fees 
the beauties and glories of Chrift’s perfon, and fpies wondrous things in .his 
gofpel; its ear being open to difcipline, liftens to what Chrift fays in nis pro^ 
mifes and command^ and takes in the comfort of the one, and carefully ob'r' 
fcrvea the othef ; its mouth being opened, (peaks of the promifes of Chrift, 
the glory of his perfoii, Officfe ana undertakings; and its hand being, opqifcd 
receives and embraces him, opens the door, and lets him in. From this aft 
' Tt2 of 
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of the church, in opening to her beloved, may be obferved, i. That Chrift 
had not only wrought in her a will, but had alfo given her a power to open 
to him ; once flie feem’d to have but little inclination ; her will did not feem 
fo very free, being overpowered with.deep and doth •, and if her fpirit was 
willing y yet it appears manifeft that the fiejb was weak ; if die had a will to 
open, how to do it, die knew not *, but now, as by her ridng off her bed, 
coming to the door, and putting her hands and fingers upon the handled of the 
lock, in order to draw it back, (he lhew’d that Chrift had wrought in her to 
will y fo by her aftual opening to him, die made it appear that he had alfo 
wrought in her to do , of bis good pleafure. 2. That flic being afiifted in this 
a< 5 t, by the mighty grace of Chrift, is faid to do that which is fometimes 
aicribed to God himfelf: Thus in A&s xvi. 14. the Lord is faid to open the 
heart of Lydia. ’Tis true, there is a great difference between the opening of 
a Tinner’s heart at converfion, which is entirely fhut agairift Chrift, and the 
opening of a believer’s, which is, in part, only lhut and clofed through un¬ 
belief, negligence and carnal fecurity •, in the one, there were no principles of 
grace, previous to the opening of it; but in the other there are, though they. 
lie dormant, and are not in exercife; but yet a believer, without the grace 
and power of Chrift, can no more open his heart to him, when in fuch a 
cafe, than he could at firft converfion: This work is attended with difficul¬ 
ties .insuperable, without the ftrength of Chrift ; therefore whilft on her bed, 
die thought it impofiible for her to do it, and unreafonable in him to defire it, 
till he put in his hand, and left fuch an abundance of the fweet fmelling myrrh 
of his grace, by which being affifted, lhe is faid to do it. 3. That the heart 
of a believer is only patent and open to the Lord Jefus Chrift, I opened to my 
beloved ; though it is fometimes in a great meafure clofed and lhut unta 
him ; yet when it is opened, it is only opened to him ; he is the only objeft 
of a believer’s faith and love : The church here did not open to ftrangers, 
only to her beloved, being efpoufed as a ebajle virgin to him; therefore, in 
Cb. iv. 12. (he is faid to be a garden enclofed , a fpring fhut upy a fountain 
fealed. 4. Her opening to Chrift, fuppofes that lhe thought Chrift ftill at 
the door; fo die did when die got off her bed to open to him, and fo 
fhe did when lhe put her hands upon the handles of the lock ; and, per¬ 
haps, was more confirmed in her thoughts, that he was ftill there, when lhe 
foUnd fuch an abundance of his fweet fwelling myrrh in the lock, and upon 
the handles of it; but die was very much miftaken, as die afterwards found v 
Fof, 

II. Her beloved bad withdrawn bimfelf and was gone % a. very great difap- 
pointment indeed! die expected, that as foon as ever the door was open, fhe 
lhould have feen him, and that he would have received her in his arms, and 
embraced her in his bofom ; but inftead of that, he was gone, and die could 
neithri- have any fight, or hear any tidings of him. Here it may be enquir¬ 
ed, jfty What is meant by Chrift’s withdrawing himfelf from his church and 
people ? idly , Why he did now withdraw himfelf from the church ? And, 
3^/>, Why die makes ufe of two words to exprefs his departure from her, 
and what they import ? ‘ r “ ' “ ~ 
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ift y It may be enquired what is meant by Chrift’s withdrawing himfelf 
from hi$ church and people? And, i. It is not to be underftood of him as 
the omniprefent God, who is every where, and fills heaven and earth with 
his prefence •, for as there’s no fleeing from it, fo there’s no withdrawing of 
it, as David fays, Pfal, cxxxix. 7. Whither Jhall I go from thy fpirit ? or , 
whither Jhall 1 fly from t by prefence? There is no place exempted from it, 
nor can be •, he does not move from place to place, or from perfon to perfon, 
nor is he fometimes with a perfon, and fometimes not •, for if fo, he would 
not be the omniprefent God. Nor, 2. Is it to be underftood of the diffolu- 
tion of a believer’s covenant-intereft in Chrift and union to him. A believer 
may lofe fight of Chrift for a time, but he can never lofe his intereft in him ; 
the relation between them can never ceafe ; the marriage knot can never be. 
untied, nor the union-bands be ever broken ; for Chrift has faid, Hof ii. 19. 
I will betroth thee u$to me for ever. The union betwen Chrift and believers, 
is, in fome meafure, like to that between the Father and the Son ; and I’ll 
venture to fay, that the one may as foon be difiolved as the other ; lee 
John xv ii. 21, 23. Nor, 3. Is it to be underftood of a withdrawing of 
his love and affection from them; for though they may fometimes think 
he has, yet he never does, nor never will withdraw it; his love to them 
is as unchangeable as himfelf; it is the fame yefterday, to day , and for ever ; 
for having loved his own , which were in the worlds he loved them tej, the 
end \ he has given his word, that though he, for a fmall moment ,' forfakes 
them, yet, with everlafling kindnefs will he have mercy on them ; and as if this 
was not enough, he joins his oath to it, andfwears, that he would not be wroth 
with them, nor rebuke them ; and declares, that his kindnefs and his cove¬ 
nant are as immoveable as, nay, more than mountains and hills ; which, one 
would think, is enough to banifli all doubts and fears from believers, and 
fill them with as firm a perfuafion as the apoftle Paul was pofieft of, when 
he fays, I am perfuaded , that neither life nor death , &c. Jhall be able to fepa- 
rate us from the love of God,, which is in Chrift Jefus our Lord, But, 4. It is 
to be underftood of the withdrawing of the fenfible manifeftations of his pre¬ 
fence and love : And this is what the church has experienced in all ages; for he 
is a God that hideth his face from the houfe of Jacob •, and what particular believers 
have met with, as is manifeft from David, Heman , and others. And this was 
what the church wanted, even forpe fenfible enjoyments of Chrift’s prefence 
and grace ; fhe had his ftrengthening and fupporting prefence, which enabled 
her to arife and open; but Ihe wanted his comforting and foul-rejoicing prefence, 
and fenfible communion with him: Chrift’s love is always the fame, but the fenie 
of it in believers* is variable; the one is fometimes Withdrawn, the other never. 

2 dly, It may feem a little ftrange, and almoft unaccountable, that Chrift, 
at this ipftapt, ihould withdraw himfelf from his church, feeing hehad fo 
importunately defired her to arife and open to him ; had ufed all methods to 
win upon her, and by his grace had enabled her to do it; and yet now it is 
done, he withdraws himfelf and is gone ; and therefore it is proper to enquire 
why he Ihould do fo, which was, perhaps, .1. To chaftife*her for her former 
carriage to him : Had he, as foon as fhe had opened the door, lhewn hfm- 

felf 
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felf to her, and received her with’all tokens of love and'joyp (be would- not 
have thought the offence fo great, or that he was fo much* {tfljvoked by it, 
and did fo highly refent it as he did ; therefore to bring her "tO a fenfe of it, 
and to correct her for it, by fuffering the lofs of his company, he with¬ 
draws himfelf. 2. To try the truth and ftrength of her grace: Her grace 
was now in cxercife, as appears by her rifing and opening; and now, the 
more to exercife it, and prove the ftrength of it, he withdraws himfelf: Thus 
all our afflictions, temptations and defertions, are for the trial of our faiths 
and other graces, which being tried, appear much more precious than of gold 
that perijheth. 3. To enflame her love and ftiarpen her dcfires the more 
after him; which effect his withdrawing from her, in Chi iii.* 1, 2, 3. had up¬ 
on her; and fo it had here: many fuch inftances we have in 5^, David , 
and others; who being without the prefence of God, have 1 the more earn- 
eftly wifhed for, vehemently thirfted, panted and breathed after a re-injoy^ 
ment of it; fee Job xxiii. 2. Pfal.x lii. i* 2. and lxiii. 1. and it is uftially 
fo, that the want of a bleffing, not only brings us under a conviftion' of 
the worth of it, and fo draws out our affeftions to it, but alfo enlarges and 
encreafes our defires after it. 4. To endear his prdence the more to her, 
when fhe came to enjoy it: When a foul has been deftitute of Chrift’s pre¬ 
fence for a time, and comes to enjoy it again, O how fweet, ravifhing and 
delightful is it to him ! and how much i9 it valued by him! The difciples 
•were without Chrift’s bodily prefence but a few days, and when he appeared 
to them, we are told, John xx. 20. that then were the difciples glad , when 
they [aw the Lord ; and what expreffions of joy and intimations of efteem fot 
Chrift’s prefence, does the church give, in Ch. iii. 4. when (he had found her 
loft fpoufe ? 5. To keep her humble: Had fhe immediately enjoyed his pre¬ 
fence upon her rifing and opening to him, (he might have thought, that fhe 
had, by thofe aftions of hers, deferred fuch a favour at his hands; there¬ 
fore to hide pride from her, and to let her know the nothingnef9 of all her 
doings, and that they fell abundantly lhort of meriting fuch a bleffing, he 
withdraws himfelf. Our enjoyment of Chrift’s prefence, and the commu¬ 
nications of his love and grace to us, as much depend on his free and fove- 
reign will, as the firft difplay of his grace to us ; he gives thefe favours at 
pleafure, and that to whom, when, and where he pleafes. 6. To fliew her 
the odious nature of fin, which was the caufe of this ; and that lhe might, 
through grace, be more upon her guard againft it, and be more cautious of 
provoking him to it again. It was fin that was the caufe of the angels being 
turned out of heaven, the place of the divine abode, and of Adam' s being 
drove out of Eden, from the prefence of the Lord God; and though fin can¬ 
not diflblve the union that is between Chrift and a believer, nor deftroy his 
covenant-intereft in him, yet it is often the caufe of God’s hiding his face, and 
Chrift’s withdrawing his prefence from him; Tour iniquities have feparated 
between you and your God , and your Jins have hid his face from you , fays the 
prophet lfaiab , Ch. lix. 2. to the people of Ifrael ; and it was the church’s 
unbecoming carriage to Chrift, which was the caufe of his withdrawing from 
her now and therefore to bring her to a fenfe of it, and to fee the odious 
nature thereof, he withdraws himfelf 5 that when fhe enjoy’d it again, fhe 
2 might 
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might be more careful not to provoke him again by fuch fteps as thefe; and 
fuch an effeft it had upon her, in Cb. iii. 4, 5. where Ihe not only held him 
fall herfelf, and would not let him go ; but alfo charges the daughters of Je- 
rufalem to give him no moleftation or difturbance. 

%dly y The church makes ufe of two words here to exprefs Chrift’s depar¬ 
ture from her, My beloved had withdrawn himfelf , and was gone *, which fig- 
nify and import, 1. That this was done fuddenly and fecretly, unfeen, at an 
unawares to her, and unexpected by her ; fo the word tranflated, had with¬ 
drawn bimfelf c fignifies a doing it fecretly; d he turned him]elf about, and 
was gone in a moment; he withdrew himfelf privately from the door, and 
paffed by the window and was gone, fo that Ihe could not fet eyes upon him, 
nor hear any tidings of him. 2. That he was gone at a very great diftance 
in her apprehenfions; fo believers think fometimes, when Chnft has with¬ 
drawn himfelf from them, that he is gone a great way off, is not wirhiti 
call, and will never return more; fee Pfal. x. 1. and this is thought by e fome, 
to be the import ofithe firft word ; and the other being added to it heightens 
the fenfe. 3. That he was really gone: It was not a meer imagination of 
her’s; but it was certainly fo, which Ihe found to her great grief and forrow. 
4. The doubling of the words, or her tiling thofe two words without a 
copulative, he had withdrawn himfelf , was gone , which Ihe feems to Ipcak 
in the utmoft hafte and confufion, reprefent the ftrength of her paffion, the 
greatnefs of her forrow, what a wretched difappointment Ihe met with ; and 
as if Ihe was wringing her hands, aud crying out, He's gone> he's gone , he's 
gone. Which brings us to confider, 

III. What effeft this difappointment had upon her; My foul , fays Ihe, 
failed me when he fpake, or went cut of me. I was as one dead, I imme¬ 
diately fell into a fwoon, and was as one whofe life and foul departed. 
f Some think that the church in thefe words excufes herfelf from the blame 
of not rifing and opening to him fooner; as if fhe fhould fay, I am not fo 
much to be. blamed, nor has my beloved fo much reafon to be provoked at, 
or fo highly to refent my not rifing and opening fooner ; for as foon as ever 
I heard his voice, faying. Open to me , my ftjler y my love , my dove , &c. it 
overcame my heart, my foul failed at thefe words'of his; I immediately 
fell into a fwoon, and lay as one lifelefs and helplefs, and was not able to arife 
and open to him ; but as foon as ever I came to my fenfes and was recover¬ 
ed a little out of this fit, I arofe and opened to him: but it does not appear 
from the context, that Ihe did fall into fuch a fit at his calling to her, or 
was rendered non compos mentis ; for Ihe was capable all the while of obferving 
all his words and ways ; how he carried himfelf to her, and proceeded with 
her; what fteps he took, and methods he ufed, till he had brought her to 
arife and open. Therefore the words feem rather to be expreflive of that 
confufion of mind Ihe was thrown into, when fhe found he was gone ; even 

as 

e Vid. R. Sol. Jarchi in loe. 11 Vid. Cocceium in loc. R. David Kimchi in lib, Shorafti. 
wd. pEn* And to this purpofe, Ar . Montonus and Pagnine tranflate it 5 the one renders it 
tiremerat, the other wrterat fe. « Vid, R, Aben Ezra and Brightman in loc. {Vid. 
Sanft. in loc. 
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as it is faid oF the queen of Sheba* that there was no more fpirit in ber 9 
occafioned through wonder and furprize in beholding Solomon's wifdom, and 
the order and management of his houfe and fervants, fo that fhe knew not 
what to think or what to fay: So the church here being furprized at Chrift’s 
abfence, her foul fails her, no fpirit is left in her; fhe knew not what to 
think, fay, or do: or elfe they are expreflive of the exceeding grief and 
forrow that flie was overwhelmed with -* My foul failed when be fpake* or 
at bis word , i. e. at the remembrance of it; O now I call to mind how lov¬ 
ingly, kindly and tenderly he fpoke to me, when he faid. Open to me* my 
fijter* my love* &c. yet vile, ungrateful wretch, as I am, I took no notice of 
it, I put him off with idle excufes, I kept my bed and indulged my felf in 
floth and eafe -* but now it cuts me to the heart, it grieves me, I cannot bear 
up under it \ when I remember his love, and my unkindnefs, I fink, I faint, 
I die ; I cannot live without his prefence, his abfence is death unto me; my 
foul fails at his words of love, and grace which he fpoke to me, and at his 
word of command, which he enjoined me, to which, being difobedient, I have 
now loft his company, which is intolerable to me. She feems to be much 
in the fame cafe that the Pfalmift was, when he faid, Pfal. cxliii. 7. Hear me 
fpeeaily , O Lord* my fpirit faileth: Hide not thy face from me* left I be like unto 
them, that go dovjn into the pit . 

IV. Being Somewhat recovered out of her fainting fit, fhe rallied together 
all the fpirit and ftrength (he had, and out ftie goes in fearch of her loft fpoufe ; 
the methods lhe took, and how flie fucceeded therein, are as follow •* 

1 ft* She fought him, viz. in the publick ordinances, in the fireets and broad 
ways of the city , as flie had done before, in Ch. iii. 2. and that with the fame 
fuccefs; fhe fought him , but found him not . The nature of feeking a loft Chrift, 
and how to be perform’d, as alfo why the church fucceeded no better, have 
been there lhewn, which will equally ferve to explain and illuftrate this, 

idly* She called him, viz . by name, as (he went along the ftreets and 
broad ways, i. e . lhe pray’d unto him, that he would manifeft himfelf to her 
in his own ordinances; and no doubt but the method flie took was right, 
and may ferve to inftrudt us, that we lhould not only, before we attend upon 
an ordinance, pray for the prefence of Chrift in it; but alfo, when we are 
attending, our fouls lhould be breathing after, and fecretly begging for it: 
But, how did flie fucceed herein ? lhe called him* but he gave her no anfwer ; 
refolving ftill to chaftife her for her former ingratitude, to try her faith, and 
exercife her patience, to enflame her love to him, and encreale her defires af¬ 
ter communion with him. But, 1. This feems contrary to thofe kind pro- 
mifes, AJk* and it Jhall be given you \ feek* and ye Jhall find* &c. Call upon 
me in the day of trouble , and I will deliver thee , &c. but fhe afked, and it 
was not given to her what lhe afked for ; lhe fought, but found not j fhe 
called, but no anfwer is retiinied : to which it may be replied, that God does, 
and certainly will make good his own promifes, and fulfil the petitions of his 
people •, yet he does not always anfwer immediately, or juft in that way which 
they aredefirous of: The church had his upholding prefence, though notien- 
fible communion with him ; fhe was fo far anfwered, as to bt Jlrengthened 
2 • with 
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•with firengtb in her fofdy to continue in her fearch and enquiries after him, 
though fhe had riot thofe mju^feftations of his grace and love, whfch (he was 
defirous of/ i. It is a very great afflidtion to a believer, when he labours un¬ 
der fuch apprehenfions, that his prayers are not heard and anfwered: The 
church mentions this among her fore afflidtions, in Lam. iii. 8, 44. that God 
had flout out her prayer , and had covered himfelf with a cloudy that her prayer 
Jhould not pdfs through. Unconverted men, hypocrites and carnal profeffors, 
are not concerned about the anfwer of their prayers ; it is enough to them to 
perform thefe duties; but believers are concerned about the returns of prayer, 
and are grieVed to the heart, as the church here was, when they cannot ob- 
ferve any. 3. Chrift here treats her juft in the fame way, in which fhe had 
treated him •> fhe is paid in her own coin ; he had called to her, but lhe difre- 
garded him* and turned i .deaf ear to him, and returned him no anfwer, 
that deferved the name of one ; Ihe now calls to him, but he difregards her, 
turns a deaf ear to her, and gives her no anfwer ; he treats her here, not in 
a way of viridiftive wrath and punilhment, as he will do the wicked, at the 

laft day •, fee Prov. i. 24--284 but in a way of chaftifement and correction* 

What fuccefs Ihe afterwards met with, will be feen in the following verfes. 


Ver. 7> The watchmen that went about the city y found me \ they fmote 
me , they wounded me> the keepers of the walls took away my veil 
from me. 

T H E church in the former verfe gives an account of the wretched difap- 
pointment Ihe met with, when Ihe opened the door to her beloved, 
who had withdrawn himfelf and was gone, at which Ihe fell into a fainting 
fit, out of which, when Ihe was a little recovered, fhe refolved not to flay 
at the door, lamenting the lofs of her fpoufe, but to go out in fearch of him, 
which ftie did, but with no fqccefs; and fhe does in thefe words give an ac¬ 
count of what Ihe met with in the adventure ; how fhe was took up by the 
watch, and evilly treated by them: Where we have to confider, 

I. Her being found by the watchmen that went about the city , and keepers of 
the walls . 

II. Their treatment of her, and carriage to her. 

I. In this fearch of her beloved, Ihe falls into the hands of the watchmen 
that went about the city , and the keepers of the walls thereof; whp were officers 
of the church, fet for the defence it, and for the adminiftration of thofe ordi¬ 
nances, in which fhe fought her beloved j and the defeription of them, or 
thefe titles and characters which they bear, may lead us to obferve, 

jfl 7 That the church is a city * and, no doubt, is called fo in allufion to 
the city of Jerufalem 9 which was builded as d city 9 that is compact together v- 
it was the metropolis of the land of Judea , where Solomon kept his court, was 
well fortified, and delightfully fituated 5 and therefore the church militant, 

U u ' ■ ’ as 
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as well as the church triumphant, is ca&<l by the fame name, which is the 
city of God* of which the plalmift fays, jPfaL lxxxvii. 3. glorious things are 
fpeken ; it the place of the refi.dence of the King of kings'^ Wfyere his honour 
dwells, w|iere he keeps his court, and has h}s palace, and thei;efoVe is called 
the city of ’the great King* in whofe palaces God is known for a refuge •, here he 
Jhews him fell , here he may he feen i therefore fhe was in the right of it to feek 
him here. In this city are all heedful and delightful accommodations •, it is 
beautiful fen' filiation, a river of boundlels love and grace,runs through it, 
whofe ft reams fupply, refrefh and make glad the inhabitants of }t; here arethe 
beft provifions to be had, which are called the goodnefs and fatnefs of God’s 
hcufe\ here are the moll delightful company, and agreeable copyerfation \ 
here fouls have fellowjhip with the Father , and with fas fori jefas Cbrift \ 
thofe who ar;e brought unto, and are made inhabitants of, of the living 
God, have communion wjthan innumerable company (f.angfYs^and fpiri/s,pf 
juft men made perfect, by Chris's righteoufnefsIn this city jirc’piany Ypecial 
and peculiar privileges and immunities, which 'the inhabitants of it enjoy ; 
for being Chrift’s freemen, and freemen oFtlii^cjty,‘they .have a right to all 
the ordinances of the gofpel/ and lhare in air the promifes which ‘ concern the 
grace and prefence of Chrift j they are under no obligation to any other laws 
but thofe pfCforift’s, and are. freed from the and contk^nation of the 

Jaw of works j lb that to be a citizen of this cicy, and a fellpvp,citizen of the 
faints, is no fmall privilege •, fec'Epb. ii. 19. Rev. iii. *2. but of the church’s 
being compared to a city, fee more on Ch. iii. 2. 

., 'idly. Mention being made of the keepers of the walls of ttys* city, fhews us* 
that this city of God h a walled one, it is a fortified place, events Jeru/afcm 
was, to which, the allufion is made, when the qhurqh of, (Jodj js r/ 3 fpoken oF, 
bs in Pfal- U. 18. and exxii. 7. and it may. benropef to enquire,what.are the 
walls of the church, which render it ftrQng ^nflirnpregnabk. .And, j.God 
liimfelf is the wall of it, according to what he h^felr fays,, Zech. ii. 5. For 
7 , faith the Lord, will be a wall of fire round about, and t wftl be the glory in, 
the inidft of her » he is not only a wall that keeps the enemy from entrance 
into the city/ but a wall of fire, that confumes and deflxoys alfthat make 
near approaches to it * all the divine perfections are as fq, maqy walls, which 
encompafs and defend the church, efpeciahy that of "AlmightypQW-ef, by 
which faints are kept a as in a garrifan, through faith unto Jcftyaisfa- jerufa- 
Dm was fortified, not only by art, but alio by'nature, not only with walls 
but with mountains ; and nf the mountains ^arp found abouf Jeruiakm, fo the 
Lord is round about his people*frim henedforthf even for ever, Pfal. exxv. 2, 
•2. Salvatipn by Chrift is die jpburch’s walls,, which render it ftrong and im¬ 
pregnable : Hence we read*, in lfa- xxvf. i. In fiat (lay, i. e. in the gofpd* 
day, when lalvation is accomphQied by Chu&, jball this Jong be fung in the 
land of Judah ; IVe have a ftrong city. But, what is it whioV.raakes it fo ? 
fahation will God appoint far wafts and bulwarks ; And this fang will be fung 
more clearly in the latter day, whqn the ‘church IHall caUhtx walhx falpal 'w, 

... and 

• T& b ivfdfut 0sa {pfHfuptrtx, Prafidio Dei <ircum e vallamur 9 Metaphora a caltris yaHo Sc 
Jofia undique munitii, ut nulla hoitium vi vel afiutia expugnari po flint, Pareeui in 1 Pet. i. 5. 
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and her ga(es,.praife ? . Salvation wrought otjt-by-Ghfift, is the church’s protect 
tion from all enemies i : hereby believers are Ikreened and fecured.Jfrom fi.ri 
and fatan, law, hell, and wrath to come \ no enemy can deftroy them, no 
condemnation reach them, nor any wrath fall on them •, but they (hall be 
jfaved in the Lord , with an everlafting falvation. 3. Minifters may be called 
fo who are Jet. for the defeme of the gofpel: So the Lord told Jeremiah , CJi. 

1. 18. That he had made him a defenced city , an iron pillar , and brazen walls 
again/i the whole land: Though they leem not to be intended here, be^ 
caufe they are called the keepers of the walls , and not the walls themfelves; 
Now the city of God being thus walled and fortified, fhews, (1.) That it 
would otherwiie be; in danger from enemies; for the chCirch of Chrift has 
many enemies, who are lively and ftrong, crafty and cunning, vigilant and 
aCtive, feeking all opportunisms to get within, and there make difturbance 
and do mifchief 5, but this city is fo well walled and firmly built, that let fa- 
tan, with all his emifiaries, ufe all their power and cunning, and lay the 
clofeft fiege unto it, the gates of hell will ?iever be able to prevail againjb it, 

2. The great care which God takes of his church and people ; for as birds 
flying or fluttering over and about their neft, in order to prelcrve their young, 
when they are in danger of being took away from them \ fo will the Lord of 
hofts defend Jerulalem j defending alfo, he will deliver it ; and paffwg over , he 
will preferve it, as it is laid, in If a, xxxi. 5. which care for their prefervation 
is manifeftly feen in his placing fuch walls about it. 

%dly, In this city are proper officers appointed and fet to watch over and 
guard it, and thefe go under two titles or characters in the text.., 1. They 
are called watchmen that went about the city: Thefe are the minifters.of the 
church, who are called fo, both in the Old and New Teftament; becaufe 
they ought to watch over themfelves, their do&rine and converfation, and to 
watch over others, who are made their care and charge: The bufinefs 
of watchmen is alfo to give the time of night, to give notice of prefent or 
approaching danger, either by fire, or by thieves and robbers, and to take 
up diforderly perfons, and bring them to correction j fo the minifters of the 
gofpel give notice what time of day or night it i;s with the churches of Chrift 5 
they give notice to fmners of the danger which they are in, whilft in a ftate 
of nature j and alfo what danger churches;may .be in through contentious 
perfons and hereticks, who endeavour to fow the feeds of difeord, error and 
herefy among them : Likewife their bufinefs is to awake and aroufe fleepy 
profeffors, who are indulging themfelves in carnal cafe and fecurity, in the 
meets of Zion, and to admonilh, reprove and rebuke all that ftand in need 
thereof, and fo bring them under the notice and cenfure of the church. 
Thefe are faid to £0 about the city . (1.) To diftinguiffi them from thofe up¬ 

on the walls : Thofe that went about the city, were to take care of the peace 
and fafety of the city within; the keepers of the walls were to defery an 
enemy without \ obferve his motions, repel him, if able, and to give notice 
to thofe within, of danger from him ; the^bne was, a running watch, the 
other a Handing one. (2.) To lhew the nature or their work, and thMr 
diligence in it: It was the bufinefs of the keepers of'the walls, to keep their 
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ftands, and not ftir from their places; but the work of thefe was to go 
from place to place, to fee that all was in peace and fofety ; but of theft 
watchmen, fee more on Cb. iii. 3. 2. Thefe officers are cabled keepers of the 

walls ; by Which, fome underftand b angels, who encamp abdut, and proteft 
the people of God ; others', civil magiftrates, who, theapoftle fays, Rom. 
viii. 3, 4, are not terrors to good works , but to the evil ; and that bt is the mi- 
nifter of God for good , and bearetb not the f word in vain: But if thefe were 
civil magiftrates, they terrified the church in the way of her duty, and dif- 
couraged her in it, nay, turned the point of their fwords againft her, as ofteil 
the princes of this world do, being ignorant of Chrift and his church ; but I 
rather think, church-officers are here intended, and that they are the fame 
with the watchmen, who went about the city ; only they rriay be expreflive 
of different branches in the miniftry, or of different talents which minifters 
have, and are to ufe in the difeharge of their work; fome, their work 
chiefly lies in comforting and eftablifhing the church, in anfwering cafes of 
confcience, and keeping peace and order within, and they have gifts fuitable 
thereunto; and thefe may be called watchmen that go about the city ; others, 
their work lies chiefly in defending the gofpel, againft the avowed enemies* 
of it •, thefe keep the outworks good, and repel the enemy, whenever he 
makes an attack upon any dodtrine of the gofpel ; and thefe may be called 
the keeper or watchmen of the walls ; and fo minifters are called in Ifa . Ixil. 
6. The Jews in Sbirbafhirim Rabba and in Talkut on the place, underftand 
by thefe keepers , the tribe of Levi , the keepers of the walls of the law. 

But it may now be enquired, whether thefe were the true minifters of Chrift 
©r no: 4 fome think that they were •, they are called watchmen, and watch¬ 
men in the city, the church; though 5 tis tfue, falfc teachers may bear the fame 
name as true ones, and be in office in the chtrtchj as well as they; but what 
feems moft to ftrengthen this opinion, is, thfat they were about cheif work, 
and in the difeharge of their office the watchmen were going about the city, 
as they (hould do, and the keepers of the walls were upon their {lands, as 
they ought to be : Others * think* that they were not the true and Faithful rfii± 
jiifters of the gofpel ; but firth who are called blind watchtnen , &c. in Ifa. lvk 
10, 11. and that* (1.) Becaofc the church makes no enquiry of' them, nbr 
any application to them, which (he did in a like Cafe to the watchmen, in Cb 
iii. 3. and therefore it feems tb intimate, that Bie not looking upon them as 
tninvfteH of Chrift, had nothing to fey to them, but wbuld have Ihunned 
them if ffie Could. (2.) Becaufe of their cruelty to her: They are not fo. 
pitiful, compaffionate and tender, as beeomek the minifters of Chrift to be 
to fouls in fuch cafes; they feem rather to be ravenous wolves than faith¬ 
ful ihepherds or watchmen, tod are moft like thofe in Ezek. xxxiv: z, 3> 
4- 21. • 

Now. 
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Now thefe found the'dufffch feeking and edcjuirihg for her beloved ; whifch 
(hews, that (he was in the^city, in the ftfeets and broad way's of itj 'lhe 
fearched $11 over the city*'where the Watchmen that went about it, found hef > 
and efcaping from the tn With blows and woufids-, finding that her belbvdd 
was not there, fhe makes to the out parts of the city, perhaps, defigning to 
go without the city in fearch of him, where (he fell into the hands of the 
keepers of the walls. This finding of her, alfo appears to be v acciderttal', and 
at an unawares; they were not feeking her, nor was (he enquiring after-them •, 
it was on a fudden that they found her and as foon as they ‘did find her., 
they fell upon her, and took her up for a ftroler or night-walker j and by 
their treatment of her, manifeftly (hewed that they found her, not aS'a friend, 
but as an enemy, and therefore did not let her go fafe, but with blows, wcHJnd'*;. 
and the lofs of her veil: Which brings us to confider, f • ■ '*■ 

.II. Their treatment of her, and carriage to her: And; 1 

i Jt y The watchmen that went about the city r fmote and woiindbd her y which,' 
if we underftand of the true minifters of the gofpel (though I rather think, 
that others are intended) mnft be meant, either of their upbraiding and re¬ 
proaching her for her former unkindnefs to Chrift, and negligence of her 
duty ; when they told her, and hit her in the teeth of. her former fins and 
milcarriages, they fmote and cut her to the heart, opened the wound, and 
made it bleed atrefh ; and fo like Job's friends, proved miferable comforters, 
who broke him in pieces with words , with words both of reproof and re¬ 
proach ; they laid open her fins to her, and (harply reproved her for them, 
when they fhould have comforted her with the doftrines of juftiftcatiorr^rtjy 
Chrift’s righteoufnefs, and pardon by his blood ; for Chrift’s own minifters 
may fomepipes be miftaken in timing reproofs and corrections •, or elfe,.'The 
being .under the miniftry of the word, and hearing fome fweet 
concerning-Chrift’s perfon and grace, • hef heart was fmote and wounded 
therewith, . which made hef charge the daughters of Jerufalem, in the follow¬ 
ing verfe, that when they found her beloved, they would tell him, that file 
was fick ofi p r wounded with Jove. But if we underftand it of fade tpaGher*,. 
which feems moft agreeable^ then hy-thoitfmitings and woundingSvaft 
.the fcandalous lives of fuch perfanv £be;reitfs .add divifions ..they make, 
falfe doClrines which they preach, and thofe human traditions, whiph* with 
force, they impofe upon the confciences of men, being afiifted by civil ma- 
giftrates, whom they ftir up to make ;pen&! law^, and ’put them in- petition 
againft the faints j by all which means they make the; heart^of thfc righteous 
fad,. ,and wound the confciences of God-a Children*. ; 1 ; • 

2 dly> The keepers of the walls Pock away her veil /rmhefoj veils iwpre ufed* 
by women in thofe countries* fometimes for. ornament), jJfiBhSii. 23. fometimes 
as a token 9^ mqdeftjy; Thus Rehekab^ 'wkm (he found itfeap Jfaat was-cpm- 
ing to meet her, covered herfelf with a veil,, Gflf* xxiv. 65. and fptnietimes 
as a token of fubjeftion to the hufband j for which reafon the apoftle argues, 

. that . to^^coyeifcd^ a 6317*;££39,010* 1 , aNqw . far tfcem 

,po£ her frailties' and infirmities, which ought to be covered i it was to dif- 

3 : • iu ' * ,n • * ■it.'itflj .? i own. 
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Own her a3-the fpolrfeof -Chrift, and tO Ttprefenc her as a \rJiorifli land impu- 
dent woman ; and whereas fbe profefied herfelt to be Chrift’s, to ferve him 
in the way of hit appointments \ they endeavoured to corrupt her from the 
fimplicity that is in Chrift, and to draw her afide to a reception of falfe doc¬ 
trines, and to a compliance with human traditions. And then* more efpe- 
cially may they be faid to take away her veil, when they oppofe and endea¬ 
vour to fubvert or remove the doftrine of imputed righteoufnefs.by Chrift i 
Chrift’s righteoufn^fe is the believer’s veil or covering, this is the wedding 
garment, .rjfjtpwov, the nuptial robe, as f Gregory Nyffen calls the veil 

here; and when perfons attempt to take away this do&rine, they do as 
much as in them Ijejs to take away the church’s veil. .And now all this cru¬ 
elty was exercifed by perfons profefiing religion, under a mafk of godlineffc, 
by thofe who were officers in the church, from whom (he might have ex¬ 
pelled a quite different treatment; and indeed, who were more .bitter ene¬ 
mies to Chrift and his apoftles, than the priefb and Pharifees were ? And 
who have mgre cruelly perfecuted the church in after-ages, than thofe who 
have profefied Chriftianity ? The church thus efoaping from the watchmen 
and keepers, with blows, wounds, and the lofs of her veil, meets with the 
daughters of Jerufalem , to whom lhe fpeaks in the following manner. 


• Ver. 8, I charge you , O daughters of 'Jerufalem ; if ye [find my 
beloved , that ye tell him , that 1 am Jick of love . 


T HE church having met with a difappointment, as has been obferved 
in ver. 6. by her beloved’s withdrawing himfelf from her ; but refol¬ 
ding to find him, if poflible, fhe feeks for him in the publick ordinances, 
where fhe is taken notice of, by the officers of the church, the •watchmen of 
the city , artd keepers of the wallty V/ho very much abufe her, finite , wound 
her, and take away her veil from her'; by reafon of which, fhe making a 
hideous outcry in the ftreets, the daughters of Jerufalem, the wife virgins, 
»who were' then (leeping and (lumbering on their beds, were Awakened and 
alarmed, and rofe up to know what was the matter ; who being obferved 
by the church, had the charge in the text given unto them, by her; in 
which we have, , / > i.v 


I. The perfons whom fhe addrefles, and in this folemn manner adjures * 
the daughters of Jerufalem. 

II. The charge itfelf, which fhe gives them ; which is, to tell h£r beloved, 
when found by them, that lhe was fick of love. 

III. The condition of this charge ; if ye find my beloved. 

- IV. The manner in which this charge is given, which is very folernn and 
^ ferious. ,v 


I; The perfons to whom fhe gives this charge, the daughters <?/ s 

by whom We are not to underftand tbepropbetsyzs the 1 Tar gum doea^j^thbugh 


* Hbmil. 12. in Cant. p% 651. 
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thefe were proper perioris for the church ta rn^ke application to in her prefent 
condition v but havingd^eh. fo evilly treated by the watchmen and keepers 
of the wills,' (he had but ^fttle encouragement to go to!them.Nor are angels 
here meant, as * fome think ; though they are mintflring fpirits fent to the 
heirs offfalvation^ and ate often tifetul to the faints on many accounts; yet 
rt does not * ieem to be their bufinefs, nor are they capable of afiifting and 
relieving fouls in fuch a cafe as this of the church’s : Nor are faints departed 
meant, as fume * popifo interpreters imagine •>. as if the church defired their 
prayers* for'Her, who are uncapable of giving her any afliftanCe: But by them 
we are to uhderftand faints here on earth, the friends and companions of the 
church, who belong to that Jerufalem y which is free , and is the mother of us 
all ; thefe were fellow citizens with the faints, and of the houjhotd of God $ 
perhaps; were young converts, as has been obferved in other places of this 
long ; and* ’tis certain, char they were believers of the weaker fort; their 
knovvledge of Chrift was blit finally though they had a great refpedt for the 
church, and a defire of feeking Chrift With her, ver . 9. and Ch. vi. i 4 The 
church" how makihg application to thefe perfons in her difconfolate condition,. 
foeWs, 1Her humility : That foe is willing to be affifted by mean chrifti- 
ftians or weak believers, who were much interior to her in faith and know¬ 
ledge ; - it is the nature of grace,' and the pendency of fuch trying difpenlations' 
as thefe, in which the church was, to make and keep, fouls JiUtnble ; the more 
grace .they have, the more humble they Will be ; the greateft believer reck¬ 
ons hi in felf the leaf; of faints> and the chief of finners^ is willing to be in- 
ftrudted and admonifhed by the meaneft faint; fee Pfal. cxlL 5. and is glad 
of the prayers andafiiftance of weak believers, when in diftrefs. z. Her re- 
folution to ufe all means ,to find her beloved* as Job did, Ch . xxiii. 8,‘ y. 
She will • leave no (tone unturned, nor let flip any opportunity, Where there 
was any probability or pofiibility of finding him; foe had fought hint in 
publick Ordinances, but with no fuccefs ; nay, had met with ill treatment 
from church-officers ; yet foe is not difeouraged, but is refolved to perfift 
in her fearch of him ; foe had fpread her cafe before Chrift in prayer, and 
could get no anfwer ; and now foe betakes herfelf to the company of private 
Chriftians, that by conference with them', and through'dieit* prayers for her, 
foe might be brought to the enjoyment of what foe was 1 'feeding after. 3.. 
That Communion and convention with faints is a very proper, method to be 
taken by believers in fuch cafes; converfing together about the things of God, 
is very acceptable and well pleating to him ; it is faidy Mbt: iii. 16. of the 
feintsy who fpake often one to another , that the Lord hearkned and heard , lifte- 
ned as it were unto it, and took fuch notice of it,' that a book of remembrance 
was ivrittiri before him , for them ; he did, as it were, take r hotes and minutes 
of whatHikeyTaid and thought, atid laid them up: As we'foould fpread out 
cafes bdforedjod, fo it is very proper; and often very ufeful to fpread o'ut‘ 
cafes before One, another f and therefore there foould ( hot be a forfaking the 
affembling of ourfelves iogcthet % as, the manner of fame' ts y but fo much ttyt 
more* Jbottld we afiembte together, 1 as our vadous Wkrtts J knd Cafes requite*: 

4. That 
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4. That when frul^M/in diQ:ref$, it is tjiejr duty to ap¬ 

plication to othcn V t^ey fhould not oply pray far ttorq$y^, i: which fhwld 
be done in the nrp; place, but they fhould. alfo defire the pr^yeirj of'others. for 
them ; for the $c 3 ual fervent prayer of a righteous man avaiUtb jm#ck \ and 
’tis no difgrace nor diflionour for a perfon fuperipr in office, gifo and grace, 
to others, to defire their alfiftance by their prayers ; for him at the throne of 
grace *, inftances of this we have, not only in the church here, but* 41 that 
great man of God, and inftance of grace, the apqftis Paul % who frequently 
defired the prayers of meaner faints , for him •, fee Efp.v i. 19. % fbeff. iii. i, 2 . 

5. That it is the duty of faints to be alfifting to each other in their diftref- 
fes, as much as in them lies ; by finging the prail^s of God together, by 
praying one with, and for another, and by conferring with each: other about 
divine things, and fo building up one another, on their mod holy faith. There 
ought to be a fympathizing fpirit in the faints ; they mould bear one ano¬ 
ther s burdens , and fhould mutually help each pther \ they, Ihoujd weep with 
thofe that weep , and rejoice with thofe that rejoice. ,$ut, 

II. Let us confider the charge itfelf, which is given to them, by her, and 
that is, to tell her beloved, when they found him, that Ihe w&ftck of love. 
This does not fuppofe that he was ignorant or unmindful qf her prefent 
ftate ; he heard her, though he would not anfwer j he knew that Ihe was 
enquiring after him, and what hardlhips flie underwent in doing it; and alfq, 
how much her foul was filled with love to him, and longed for the enjoyment 
of him j though he would not immediately fhew himfelf, intending a little 
longer to chaftife her for her former carriage to him : But the words Ifiew the 
ardency of her love to Chrift, and that Ihe would have them declare this to 
him, in their prayers for her, which Ihe thought might be a means to in¬ 
duce him to manifeft himfelf to her ; as alfo they Ihew, what familiarity fouls 
may ufc at the throne of grace, what freedom they may take with Chrift, 
when they come into his prefence, tell him that I am fick of love. They 
may tell him their own cafes, and the cafes of others, as one friend may tell 
another, or as a child may tell its father ; they may go with bol^nefs to him, 
and fpread their own and others cafes before him, without fear of being chided 
or upbraided by him ; and indeed, it is their duty to bear upon their minds, 
at the throne of grace, not only their own cafes, and the cafes of the churches 
ip general, as theapoftle Paul frequently did ; but alfo the cafe$ ; Qf particu¬ 
lar perfons, whom they know to be in diftrels y therefore thrift taught his 
djfciples to pray after this manner* Our Father , fyc. and forgive us our 
dehtof &c. to Ihew that they ljxmjd be concerned for others in prayer, as 
^eQ^s for themfelves. The words in the Hebrew text nfiay be rendcr’dthus, 
c What Jball ye , or fhould ye tell him ? as if Ihe Ihould fay. Do not tell 
him the blows and wounds that I have received from the watchmen* nor 
delire him tq revenge the injuries and affronts they have given me* I freely 
forgive them ; nor am I fo much concerned at the fufferings that I under¬ 
go, as I am for the lols of him: What Jball ye tell him? TeU him that 
which lies moft upoa my heart, under which 1 (hall fink and die if to does 

not 
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not relief me* telL bwi that I am Jick of'-kvi. Ag^in* What Jhall ye tell 
hint? Tell twn that wfeicfvwiJl.be the moft acceptable and agreeable to him \ 
tell him I love, him fo*; tljat I cannot live without him. She knew that he 
valued: her love, and that his heart would be ravifhed with it, from what Ke 
had faid* Cb. iv.c^ia and therefore would have this told him. Again, What 
Jhall ye tell him?' wfeat fhall .1 fay to you to tell him? I have a great 
many things to tell him of*, but I will not overburden yopr memories, but 
I will give ,you my mind in a few words, in the moll concife manner, tell 
him that lam Jick of love $ and when I meet with him mylelf. Fit tell him 
all my, mind \ but for the prefent, only tell him this. But let us a little more 
particularly, confider the rqatter of this charge, or what the church would 
have the daughters of Jerufdletn tell Chrift, when they found him, which is* 
that lhe was jick of love: And it will be proper to enquire, 

ijt % The caufes of this ficknefs, which fometimes are, i. A want of the 
views of pardoning grace;, under a fenfe of fin, which, perhaps, was the cafe 
of the church here : She had finned againft Chrift, in ncgleding to arife and 
open to him ; and fhe was. now. fenfible of it, but wanted the manifeltations 
at pardon ; and was therefore in a languifhing and fainting condition on the 
account of it; and it is only this which will cure this ficknefs ; The inhabit 
tanl Jhall not fay, I am Jick, Why fo ? The people that dwell therein jhall 
be forgiven their iniquity y., e. they ftiall have the manifeltations of pardoning 
grace, to their fouls, which fhall cure them of their ficknefies and maladies j 
which was what the church here wanted, 2. Thcabfenceof Chrift is fome- 


times.the caufe of this fiqknefs *, and this alfo was the church’s cafe: Chrift 
had withdrawn himfelf from her, and was gone, as in ver. 6 . and though lhe 
had. diligently fought him, yet fhe could not find him, nor hear any thing 
of him, and this brought,this ficknefs upon her. 3. An eager longing after 
Chrift’s prefence and the difeoveries of his love, is another caufe of it; when 
a foul has fought Chrift a long time in ordinances, and cannpt find him, has 
lived in the hopes and expectation of enjoying his prefence, time after time, 
and yet is (till at a lofs for him, then comes this ficknefs upon it j for, as Sar 
lomon fays, Prov . xiii. 12. Hope deferred maketb the heart fick. 4. Some-* 
times the large difeoveries 1 of Jove which believers have, caufe a ficknefs, 
which may be called a love-ficknefs; and this is what the church fpeaks 
of, ia Ch. ii. 5. Stay tne with flagons, comfort me with apples \ for I am Jick 
of love: She had been with Chrift in his wine cellar or banqueting houfie , and 
had as much of his love let into her foul, as fhe could hold, nay more j fhe 
was overpowered with it; his banner over her had been love . But this was 
not the church’s cafe here ; her ficknefs here arifrs rapher from the aiorefaid 
caufes, and chiefly from: a want of that love which fhe .had fuch large ciiU 
coveries of there. 


idly. It, may not be amifs to confider the nature and properties of this 
ficknefs. And* 1. not a ficknefs unto death \ ppne ever died or this 
ficknefs ; Chrift will nt;ver fuffbr any to die with love for him ; for he 
them that love him, caufe them to inherit fubftanee ; to enjoy hi-mfejf* 

the Jubilance of all felicity, and to inherit eternal glory, which is the better 
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and the more enduring fubftanet , where they (hall have fweet and uninterrupt¬ 
ed communion with him. 2. Yet it is a very fore and painful ficknefs ; like 
Hezekiob's, *ti$ a fining one, and oftentimes waftes the body as wtff as affefts 
the mind: The Septuagint render it. For J am wounded with l&vi % ,J wHich gave 
her a great deal of pain and uneafinefs; for in* is as flrong af death. 3. 
’Tis an immedicable licknefs without the enjoyment of Chrift, the'objeft 
loved ; bodily phyficians cannot cure it. Thefe are in this cafe, like Job** 
pbyftcians , cf no value •, merry companions are of no firvice to remove it: 
The enjoyment of another beloved will not do \ the language of a foul in 
iuch a cafe, is, None but Chrift, none but Chrift ; give me Chrift or 1 die, 

1 cannot live without him. This ficknefs can only be cured by’the obi edt 
loved, and this infallibly cures: for as hope deferredmakitb the bkurtftck> fo 
when the defire cometb , it is a tree of life . 1 

3 dly, We may now confider the evidences of this love-ficknefs, or hotf it 
manifefts itfelf: And, 1. There is in fouls that labour under it, a violent 
puliation and panting of the heart after Chrift, even tislbe hart pantethafter 
the water brooks ; they are reftlefs and uneafy without him ; their thoughts are 
continually running upon him ; the defire of their fouls , night and day, is tb his 
names and to the remembrance of him. 2. They are prodigious jealous bf 
him and his love; and this is exceeding afflicting’to them, for jealoufy is as 
cruel as the grave: They are exceedingly afraid that he does not love them, 
or that he loves others better than they 5 for as the Poet d fays, Res eft foliciti 
plena timoris amor. 3. They are very aftive and diligent, cartful"arid in- 
duftnous to gain his love \ they ufe all the methods and ftratagcms they can 
devife, are bold and refolute, are not difcouraged at any difficulties, but 
are willing to run all rifques for the enjoyment of him. 4. They love to 
hear his name mentioned, and efpecially to be fpoken well of; his Home to 
them is as ointment poured fortby exceeding grateful; it attratfs their love, 
therefore do the virgins love him ; they love his ways, his ordinances and his 
doftrines, and cannot bear to hear them fpoke againft; they love to k>ok iroon 
and converfe with- his people, becaufe they are like him, and bear a refem- 
blance to him. 

III. The condition of this charge is, if ye find him ; which fhetfs, t. That 
at prefent, thefe daughters of Jerufalem had not any fight ofChrift* or com- 
mWfiofi with him •, and this appears alfo manifeftly from the folio wing'verfe, 
where they enquire of her, concerning him. 2. That it was poffibfe that 
they might find him before file did; for Chrift is fometimes found bf them 
tbit fought him not, and is made mdnifeft unto them that afked not after him ; 
Ihe was enquiring after Chrift, but found him not, and yet it was poflible 
that they might find him before her, who had not been feeking after Rim : 
Alfo Chfift may manifeft hitnfelf to poor, me^n and weak believers; wfteiT 
he does riOtto fome that are fuperior to them in faith, light and knowledge i r 
he fbtfw’dliiinfelf after his refurrection, tQ a poor woman, to Mary Magda* 
l*nt s Out of whom he caft feven devils, before he did to his difiripkS?"!}. 
That when they did find Chrift, and had liberty of accefs to his prdtnce, that 
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they. wp^then fpread) Act forrowful cafe before him, and ufe their intereft 
with htm r to take pitybancf companion on her, who was ftck of love for him; 
£he entreats to do fuch * favour for her, as Jofeph requefted of the chief but¬ 
ler, when he (hould be reftored to his place ; fays he, Gen. xl. 12. But think 
on me, when it Jhallbe well toitb thee •, and fhew kindnefs , I pray thee , unto 
me \ and make mention of me unto Pharaoh, and bring me out of this houfe. 
.So the church would have thefe virgins, when it was well with them, when 
they enjoy’d .the prefence of Chrift, to think on her, and her forrowful cafe, 
and make mention of it to him. 

IV. This charge is delivered in a very folemn manner, « I adjure you, or I 
put you to your oath, I make you. fwear, as the word fignifies, that when you 
find him, you will tell him what I have faid to you; I have given yoti your 
oath to do it •, and now as you will anfwer it before God, in whofe name and 
prefence you have took it, that you will carefully obferve what I fay to you, 
and faithfully deliver the meHage 5 if you have any regard to this folemn oath 
you have took, or any love to me, I beg you will tell him that lam fick of love .. 
She delivers herfelf in this folemn manner, not only to (hew the ftrength of 
her love to him, apd that The was hearty and fincere in her fearch and en¬ 
quiries after him ; but alfo that Ihe was ferious in what (he faid to them, 
and would have them be ferious, diligent and faithful in telling her cafe to 
Chrift; The anfwer returned by them, is as follows. 

Ver. 9 . What is thy beloved more than another beloved , 0 thou fairefi 
among women ? What is thy beloved more than another beloved , 
that thou doji fo charge us ? ✓ 

T HE church having folemnly adjured the daughters of Jerufalem, that 
when they found her beloved, they would tell him, that (he was ftck of 
love . ■ In thefe words we have their reply to her, which (hew what an opi- 1 
nion they had of her, and what effeft her words had upon them: In which 
may be obferved, 

• i. 

I. The tide and charafter they give her-, 0 thou fairefi among women. 

II. A queftion they propofe to her; What is thy beloved more than another 
beloved? 

III. This queftion repeated j where the rcafon of it mud be confidered. 

IV. What the occafion was of their putting this queftion to her j whiclv 
was her lolemn charge, that thGudofi fo charge us. ; 

I. The-tide or character which they give her, the fairefi among women ; 
which is expreflive of- the exceeding greatnefs of her beauty : She was not 
only fair, but the fait eft, and that amongisoomen, whofe beauty is excelling; 
(he was the faireft of any of her fex \ not as Ihe was iq herfelf, but as (he is 
in Chrift, juftified by his righteoufnefs, wafli’d in his blood, and fanftified 
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by his fpiHt'i and being confidercd thus* flit appeared to there daughters, 
as indeed (he really is, i perfection of beauty ; • and they* were not miftaktn 
herein, for Chrift, who knew her perfectly well, and frorii whom Ihe re¬ 
ceived her comclintfs, gives her the fame dttra&er in the very feme words* 
m Cb. u but thm this opinion, which they entertained of. her, though ic 
entirely correfpuiuls with that which Chrift has entertained of her,. yet is ex¬ 
tremely different from that which the world has embraced •, which fliews, 
that theie perfons were not of this world, but called by grace out of it, fee¬ 
ing they had different fentiments of the church ; theiaints are by the world 
fcftecmeri the filth thereof, and the off-feourrng of uU things i they are ac¬ 
counted by them, tht fooliJh> bafi\ weak and contemptible things of the 
world \ nay, even things that are not , as if they were mere non-entities, and 
did not deferve the name of men or beings \ and indeed, as they fee no beauty 
or ccmdinefs in Chrift, it is no wonder that they can fee none in the church ; but 
thefe daughters o VJerufaletn could, for they judged notaccording to the outward 
appearance \ the world only fees the outfide of therpeople of God, which is ge¬ 
nerally poor, mean and abjedt; but theie could penetrate into the infide of 
the church, and viewed her, who is the King's daughter y as all glorious with ? 
in 9 and therefore call her the faireft among women * for outwardly fhe was 
now black with fins, infirmities, reproaches and perfections; yet notwith¬ 
standing fhe is highly efteemed of by them, for they had made Mofes'% choice, 
having thought it more eligible to fuffer affliction with the people of God , than to 
enjoy the pleofures of fin for a feafdn , efteerhing the reproach of Chrift-greater 
tides than the treafures in Egypt. Young converts, as I fuppofe tliefe 
daughters were, have generally a great relpeft for old profeffora, for fuch 
that were in Chrift before them ^ thefe are the excellent in the earth , in whom 
is all their delight \ they love to fee them, and take pleaiure in their com¬ 
pany and converfation \ and indeed, as love to the brethren is made an evi¬ 
dence of faffing from death to life , by the apoftle fohn 9 i John* iii. 14. fo it 
fhews itfelf in young converts, as foon as any thing elfe; for oftentimes, 
where there is but a fmall knowledge of Chrift, and acquaintance with him, 
there is a great deal of love to Chrift’s people ; which was the cafe of thefe 
daughters here. Alfo it may be fuppofed, that they give her this title to 
allure her of the high efteem which they had for her, and that opinion which 
they had of her, that Ihe might not think that they defigned her any hurt 
by afking tne following queftion *, but rather, feeing they had fuch a value 
for her, that their defign was to do her all the fcrvice, and be as aflifting tp 
her iri her fcarch of her beloved, as they were able; and no doubt, alfo, but 
this opinion which they had of her, made them liften to, and regard thje 
more what fhe afterwards fays of her beloved \ for they concluded,, that hp 
tnuft be fome great and extraordinary perfon, that fhe, who was thtfuirgft 
among women , had made the objeft of btr choice and love ; they took, it jpr 
Ranted, that one fo fair, fo wife and prudent as fhe was, would not t:$k$ no¬ 
tice of any perfon, or lavifh and throw away her love upon every <obje&, il ftfid 
this made them Wic more forward and eager to put the queftion* which i» flow 

W be confidered* 

II. The 
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II. I'he queflion which they propofe to her, is, JVbat is tty behind more 
than another beloved? which is not put in a fcornful, difdainful or profane 
way* as Pharaoh laid to Mofe$> when he demanded the difmiflion of the peo¬ 
ple of Ifraely who is the Lord that I Jhould obey his Wee ? or as Rabjhakeh to 
the men of Judah . in that railing profane fpetch of his, in iJ{ings xviifog 
34, 35. the defign and fenfo of which was, What is the God of Ifrael moj*e 
than the gods of the nations? but fuch was not this queflion here; thefe 
perfons were not the profane people of the world ; they had,a great efleem 
for the church, and therefore it cannot be luppofed that they wo'ujff infinuatp 
any thing in a fcornful and reproachful way of her beloved.. Nor did they 
pp.pofe this queflion with a defign *to enfnare her, as the Scribes and Phari- 
fees frequently did to Chriftj nor with a defign to fliift ofF any trouble frpqi 
ihemfelves, which, they might fuppofe, would arife from an observance 
her iblemn charge, but rather are willing to be aflifting to her all they could ; 
and therefore defire to have lbme diflinguifhing characters of him, that they 
might not lofe their labour in feeking, and when they found him, might 
perfectly know him ; which when lhe had given, to their entire fat is faction, 
they then defired to know whither he was gone, which way he took when 
he left her, that they might feek him with her, as is manifefl from Ch . vi. 1. 
Nor does this queflion fuppoie that they were altogether ignorant of her be¬ 
loved ; for though their knowledge of Chrifi was fmall, yet they were not 
entirely deftitute of it; and therefore, as a one well obferves, they do not 
fay, wboy but what is thy beloved^ &c. and, indeed, it cannoc be reafonably 
thought, that they fliould be entirely ignorant of him ; for fine had, in Ch. j. 
5. given fome account of herfelf to them *, that though lhe was black in her r 
lelf, yet comely in another, which is the reafen why they here call her the 
fairejl among women \ and there is no doubt, but (he alfo gave them fome ac¬ 
count of him, from whom fhe received all her comelinels \ and in Ch . ii. 7. 
and iii. 5. fhe charges therii very flriClly, to give him, her love , no moleftation 
or diflurbance, which could not very well be, without informing them who 
he was ; and in Ch. iii. n. fhe invites them to come forth, and fee this glo¬ 
rious perfon, who was Her lord and hufband, in all his glory, on his coro¬ 
nation and efpoufal-day; to which invitation, they, no doubt, complied, 
and therefore rnuft have fome knowledge of him. The defign then of this 
queflion is, that they might know,him more and better ; which alfo is the 
defire of every gracious foul, even of thole who have made the greateft pro¬ 
ficiency in the knowledge of our Lord Jefus Chrifi: ; the apoftle Paul, per¬ 
haps, knew as much of Chrifi as ever any meer man on earth did, and yet 
fee defired to know more of him, and the power of 'his refurreftion \ for he va¬ 
lued the knowledge of him above all. things elfe. Thefe daughters of Jerti- 
falem , though they knew but little, were willing to know more of Chrifi: 5 as 
they had begun to know* they defired to follow on to know him, and make a 
greater improvement in this kind of learning; and being fenfible of the 
church’s abilities, defire her abidance, and are willing to be infiru&ed by 
her. Alfo thofe who know the moftpf Chrifiyare frequently defirous of 

having 

• Durham inloc* 
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having his pralfes and excellencies fet Wth by others •' (or they can never 
hear him enough extolled ; his name to them is as ointrkent poured forth ; 
therefore they Jove him, as did the virgins here, who excited the church here¬ 
unto, by putting this queftion, and fo had their ends anfwered. - And, per¬ 
haps, liKCwife they might have in view, the trial of her faith in Chrift, her 
knowledge of him, and love to him in her prefent (late ; fhe was now under 
his refentments, he had withdrawn himfelf from her, and (lie was expofed to 
the fcandal, reproach and perfections of her enemies; and they were will¬ 
ing to know how her faith tiood now, whether fhe loved him now, as well 
as ever, and whether by his abfence Hie had not loft all juft ideas of him ; 
and in this Ihe gives them full facisfaftion in her anfwer to them, where fhe 
gives an exaft account of him, defcribes him from head to foot, and Ihews 
the ftrcngth of her faith in him, and affedtions for him, particularly in the 
clofeof it; ver. 16. Alfo in this queftion they feem principally defirous of 
khowing what thofe excellencies were, which were in him, that diftinguiflied 
him from other beloveds, and made him preferable to them : Chrift was the 
chief eft among ten tboufands in her efteem, to all that believe he is precious ; 
not only precious upon an equal foot with others, but far more precious than 
all other things or perfons befides ; for there’s none in heaven , hor any up. 
m earth , that faints defire befides him. There are indeed a great many other 
beloveds, but Chrift is preferable to them all, and in what he is fo, the 
daughters of Jerufalem were willing to know. 

- i Jl, The world, with the riches and grandeur of it, is the beloved of fome 
peifons. There are too many, both in the world and in the church, that have 
their afte&iom too much fet on earthly things, who negleft their own fouls, 
and the caufe and intereft of Chrift Jefus, having , Demas like, lo*ved this prc~ 
fent world ; but alas! What is this world, or any thing in it, to be compared to 
Chrift, the believer’s beloved ? every thing, even the beft that is in the world, 
is fading, perifhing and tranfitory ; many temptations and inares, foolijh and 
hurtful lif s, does an immoderate care for, and finful love of this world run 
perfons into; therefore fays the apoftle John , i 'John* ii. 15. Love not the world , 
neither the things that are in the world ; for they are not to be mentioned 
with Chrift; he is infinitely preferable to them. See Prov. iii, 13, 14, 15. 

2 dly, The finful lulls and pleafures of this life, are the beloveds of others * 
Every natural man has his beloved lull or lulls, and thefe he idolizes and adores, 1 
falls down to and worfhips ; he makes gods of them, as the apollle fays, Phil . 
iii- 19. of fome, wbofe God is their belly ; and it may be faid of all by nature, • 
that they are ferving divers lufis and pleafures, being lovers of them who are 
never better pleafed and more fatisfied than when they are fulfilling the defires 
of the flejh and of the mind ; but thefe pleafures are but Ihort lived, they afford 
no real fatisfa&ion now ; and, if grace prevent not, will end in bitternefs and * 
death ; wherefore the worft of a believer, even his affli&ions, are better than ' 
thefe, and therefore he thinks it more eligible, to fujfer afftiflion with the peo¬ 
ple of 'God, than to enjoy the pleafures of fin for a feafon ; and if fo, mildi 
more preferable mull Chrift, an intereft in him, union to him, and cdrtimti- 
nion with him, be, to all fuch beloveds as thefe. 

4 zOt 
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3 dly* The praile and applaufe of men is another beloved , of* fame per- 
fons: This was the beloved of the hypocritical Pharifees, who* in all the 
parts of their religion and devotion, fought the honour of men, andjnpc of 
God ; asialfo of thofe who, though they were convinced in their confidences,, 
that Chrift was the Mefliah, and believed him to be fo, yet did not confefs, 
him \ for they, loved the praife of men, more than the praife of God ; they were 
afraid that their good names, characters and reputations fhould be Wafted, as 
coo many are now, and therefore drop the doCtrines of the gofpel*i and de* 
fert the caufe and intereft of Chrift Jefus ; but though a good name is better 
than precious ointment , it is not better than a precious Jefus, whofe name is as 
ointment poured forth) nor better than the precious doCtrines of thegofpel ; it 
is r ;much preferable to be nicknamed, reproached and vilified, with Chrift 
aq.d his gofpel, than to have .the befit name, character and reputation in this 
world without them ; for what will it avail a man, though he hath gained all 
this, when God taketh away his foul ? 

4tbly> Near, and dear relations are the only beloveds of others, as parents,' 
children,, They let their., >affeCtions fo much on thefe, th3t Chrift has 
little or .no (hare in them. ^Now* fays Chrift, Mat . x. 37. He that lovetb fa*, 
ther or mother more than me , is not worthy of me: And he that lovetb fon or 
daughter more than me* is not worthy of me. Chrift is preferable to all fuch 
beloveds, and indeed, to any creature-enjoyment whatever. 

5tbly y And ldftly. Self is the beloved of many ; nay, may not I fay, too 
much the dearly beloved of us all ; felf lies clofe to us,* is near and dear un¬ 
to us ; and we too much deferve that character, lovers of out/elves more 
than lovers of God ; and yet Chrift requires of us, that we Ihould deny this be-, 
loved felf) finful felf, and part with it for him ; nay, even righteous felf*' 
our beloved righteoufnefs, which we are naturally fo fond of, and which is fa 
hard and difficult a work to do; and yet fouls are enabled by divine grace, to 
do this, feeing a fu pet-excellency in Chrift and his righteoufnefs, -as. tho. 
apoftle Paul did ; who, though he had been fo much in love with his own 
righteoufnefs, it had been his darling, he valued himfelf much upon it* 
and thought to have gained much by it, yet threw it all away as lofs and 
dung , and defired to be found in Chrift, and in his righteoufnefs only, that 
being far preferable to his former beloved. 

Thus Chrift excels all other beloveds; and he mull needs do fo, for, 1. 
He is fairer than all others; there is no fuch beauty to be found in any be¬ 
loved whatever as is in him ; he is the brigbtnefs of his father’s glory , and the • 
exprefsjmage of his perfon. 2. He is wifer than all pthers ; he is a perfection 
of wifidora* as well as beauty; in him are hid all the treafures of wifdom and 
knowledge. , j,-, Heds richer than all others; he is poffeft of unfearchable 
riches , riefies which can never be told over, jn time, or to all eternity ; he 
has riches pf grace and riches of glory* yea durable riches and righteoufnefs . 
Npw one,, in vfhom all beauty* wifdom and riches meet, muft needs be an 
excellent perfon, and appear preferable to all beloveds: Chrift is fuch an 
one; he has all the accompljftunents and perfections of the divine and hu- 
n\$\ nature to make him fo. 

Again, 
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jferihf'- ttedhagitofe of JmvJdlem pufoing fuck a 'paefaw as thirtofthe 
church fhcMl»^(i;)‘Tbcir regard v(*o ter, and compalHottfer her: This 
watchArtfV«*d keepers of the walls* as fcrni as ever they- fatted htr, without 
afleing aifqtwftion, who (he was, where flie came from/ whithtrlhe was 
going} or Whom ffie was feeking ; I fey, as foon as ever they found her, they 
nil upon her, fmice, wound her, and ralce away her veil from her; buc 
thefe perfons Ihew’d more regard and companion, for being willing 16 afflft 
her in her pnefent cafe, if poffible, they ft and conferring with her. (a.) It 
appears from hence, that thefe were enquiring fouls* which difcover9 a work 
of grace begun in them ; for no fooner are fouls awakened to fee their loft 
ftate, by nature, but they are enquiring the way of felvation ; and having 
got fome glimmering knowledge of Chrift, and falvation by him, they en¬ 
quire ftiltmore after him, concerning his perfon, office and grace * end liv¬ 
ing fomcimprcflions of his love on their.fouls, enquire the natdre of a church, 
and the ordinances of thrift therein ; they ajk* their way to Zion with their fam 
tbitbmkard. (3.) It is evident from the queftion they propofed, that they 
were docible and teachable ; they were wilting to be inlt rutted ; they wete 
not haughty, fcornful, and above inftTu£hon; they did noc think, that thty 
knew enough of Chrift:, and needed to know no more, nor be inftrudtcd bet¬ 
ter ; but being conlcious of their own ignorance, and extremely defirous of 
being informed better, they put this quettion to her, 

III. This queftion is repeated by them ; which ffiews, the furprize chat 

they were in-at her folemn charge, and the ttir the made about her beloved 5 
and concluded from thence, that there muft be. fome peculiar excellencies in 
him, which they had not been made acquainted, with yet, anil therefore re¬ 
peat the queftion ; as alio to manifeft their ferioufitefs. in' it, and that they 
were in good earned, defirous of knowing Chrift more and better; and 
Kkcwife it is exprtflive of their imporcunatenefs, to have a fpeedy anfwer 
from her. i( 

IV. Here is alfo that which gave occafion to them, to put this queftion to 
her; and that was her ftrift and folemn charge, in the former verfe, that thou 
doft fo charge us 9 that is, fo awfully and folemnly, fo.feriotffty and fltiftly, with 
fo much warmth and vehemence ; they were eye and ear-witneffes to her fuflfer- 
ings, at the hands of the watenmen, and to her courage, 'Owifiaacy and un¬ 
daunted nefs therein ; they faw that lhe was no ways difcouragfcd by what fhe 
met with, from feeking her beloved* but feemcd<ratfter, by* htrifctemn charge 
to them, to be more wann and zealous, feriotito* diligent* aad refolved to go 
on in fearch of him; and feeing all this, it put them upon enquiring what he 
was, wlwt peculiar excellencies were in him, and What diftinguifhing charac¬ 
ters he might be knouin byr Thus tho warmth# zeal and livelinefe of feme 
Chriftian* have been the mivm of ftirrtag up and quickening others to theif 
duty ; nay, the fuflfcrings^fthe faints, aodtbeir courage and boldnefs therein* 
have not only filled beholders with wonder, but have put their very enettfes 
upon making enquiry into the religion they have fuffered for, and to ilk/who 
and what that Chrift was, for* whom they have underwent foch fevere tortures 

£ : mrd 
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and punifhments •, and tfiis has been the means of the converfion of thou- 
fands, which gave rife to that faying. The blood of the martyrs is the feed of 
the church. And this is the glofs of R . Solomon Jar chi on this text, viz • 
Thus the'nations cijked the Ifraelites, What is your God more than all gods , that 
ye are burnt and hanged for him after this manner ? Next follows a glorious 
Aefcriptkm of Chrift, the church’s beloved, in anfwer to this queftion of the 
daughters of Jerufalenu 


Ver. 10. My beloved is white and ruddy , the chiefcjl among ten 
thoufatid. 

■ , i 

T HE church having, in ver. 8. given the daughters of Jerufalem a 

and folemn charge, that when they found her beloved, they would 
tell him that lhe was feck of love y made them, in ver. 9. very inquifitive af¬ 
ter him, being, as it were, uneafy till they knew what he was, and wherein' 
he excelled others ; and therefore put this queftion to her, What is thy be - 
loved more than another beloved ? To which an anfwer is returned by her, in 
this and the following verfes, in which Ihe firft gives a more general de- 
fcfiption of him, and then defcends to particulars : The general defcrip- 
tion of him is in the words now under confideration ; in which Ihe de- 
fcribes him, 

. I. Pofitively, in regard to what he was in himfelf, as to his favour and 
complexion ; my beloved is white and ruddy . 

11. Comparatively, as he may be confidered with regard to others 5 the 
chief eft among ten thoufand. t 

I. She defcribes him by his favour and complexion, white and ruddy ; 
which a fome underftand of his two natures, human and divine ; who may 
be faid to be white , as to his divine nature : The ancient of days y the 6ver- 
lafting God is reprefented in Dan. v ii. 9. as being clothed with a garment 
white as fitow y and the hair of his head like the pure wool. The defcription 
which John, 1 John, i. 5. gives of the divine being, is, that* he is light , and 
in him is no darknefs at all ; which is thought b to be beft reprefented by this 
colour, which is fimple, and has no mixture and compofition in it. Chrift 
is the light of the world \ he was known by this charafter to the old Tefta- 
ment-faints ; he was prophelied of as the great light which fhould lighten 
the Gentile world ; this was owned by old Simeon , witnefied by John , and 
afierted by himfelf: And then it is thought by thefe interpreters, that he may 
be faid to be red or ruddy^ as to his human nature. The firft man, who was a 
type of Chrift, and a figure of him that was to come , was called Adam> which 
fignifies red \ and, perhaps, he had his name from the Hebrew word 
Adamahi which c fignifies red earthy out of which he was formed, Gm.ii.-7. 

So 

a Foliqt & Ainfworth in loc. Ambrof. Theodoret. Sc tres Patrcs in Sar.ft. in loc., b Color 
aftros pnctipue decorus Deo eil, Cicero de legibus, lib. 2. c Vid. Buxtorf. & David de 

Pomis in Lex. in rad. & Joseph. Antiq. F. 1. c. 2. 
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So Chrift is called the Iqji Adam, 1 Cor . xv. 45. becaufe he took part of the 
fame flefh and blood tbe children, whom he loved, are partakers of. Now 
according to this fenfc of the words, her anfwer is this ; Would you know 
who and what my beloved is, and wherein he excels others? I’ll tell you, 
and be it known unto you, that he is no mean, common and ordinary per- 
fon ■, no, he is a glorious and an extraordinary one ; his name is Pele y 
wonderful, a wonder, a miracle \ and fo is his perfon, two natures meet in 
him ; he is God and man in one perfon ; he is the great my fiery of godlinefs, 
God manifeft in the flefh and when you hear this, you will ceafe to won¬ 
der* why I fo charge you, and why I love, value and efteem him above all 
others. 

Again, d others underftand thefe words of Chrift’s human nature only * 
and that he may be faid to be white , becaufe of the innocence, purity and 
holinefs of his human nature, which was not tainted with original fin, as ours 
is, he not defeending from Adam by ordinary generation, but was miracu- 
loufly conceived in the womb of a virgin, by the power of the Holy Ghoft, 
and therefore it is called that holy thing ; neither was there any finful adtion. 
committed by him in all his life, but both in nature and practice he was 
holy^ bannlefs , undefiled , and feparate from /inners ; he never finned in thought, 
word or deed, though he was made Jin for us. Alio they fuppofe he may 
be faid to be red or ruddy , on the account of his fufferings in this nature, by 
reafon of which, he may be reprefented, in Ifa. lxiii. 1, 2. as being red in 
his apparel , and as being clothed with died garments \ for what with bufferings 
and fcourgings of his body, the crowning his head with thorns, and piercing 
his hands, feet and fide, with the nails and fpear, the garment of the human 
nature was like a vefiure dipped in blood . To this purpofe is Alcuiris note 
on the text, which is not to be defpifed *, he is white, fays he, becaufe with¬ 
out fin, red with the blood of his fufferings, chofen out of ten thoufand , be¬ 
caufe he is the only mediator of God and men. Now there cannot appear 
a more beautiful and delightful fight to thofe who defire to know nothing but 
Gbrift and him crucified, than to fee the juft Jefus fuffering for unjuft ones, 
him that knew no fin, made fin for them, and the holy, harmlefs, innocent 
and unfpotted lamb of God, fhedding his blood for the vileft of Tinners ; 
according to this fenfe, the church’s anfwer is, Would you know what my 
beloved is, and wherein he excels others ? Til tell you, he’s not blkk With 
original and adtuai fin, as you and I are ; for though you fee him fed with 
fufferings, yet he was not cut off for bimfelf, but was wounded fof our tranf- 
grefiiom, and bruifed for our iniquities \ for in his nature and aftions he 
is white, pure and fpotlefs; and fuch a mixture of white and red, of in¬ 
nocence and fufferings, render him extremely amiable and lovely to me. 
Or elfe. 

As c others have obferved* thefe words may be underftood of the ‘diffe¬ 
rent adminiftrations of mercy and juftice. Thus when Chrift pardo'ns fin¬ 
ders, though their fins be as fcarlet , he makes them as white as jhtru) 5 and 

' though 

* Hieron. Greg. Pfellus, S. Thom. Beda & Rupert, in Sanft. in loc. t Vid. R. Aben 
J2ra, R. Alfhedi & Aiufworth in loc. & R. Sol, Jafchi in ver. 16, 
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though tk$p.be red like critkf on , they become as wool * and when he juftifieg 
perfons, ^ is faid to clothe them in fine linen, clean and white, which is the 
rigbteoufnefs of the faints ; and when he promifes glorification to them, it is in 
fuch words as thefe, they fhall walk with me in white , for they are worthy t 
And fo glorified faints are reprefented, clothed with white roles, palms in 
their hands , and hallelujahs in their mouths; for all which fee Ifa. i. 18. 
Rev . iii. 4, 5. and vii. 9. 13, 14. and xix. 8. and then when he is reprefented 
as taking vengeance on his enemies, and executing wrath upon his foes, he is 
faid to be red in his apparel , and to be clothed with a veftitre dipped in blood ; 
for fo they underftand Ifa. lxiii. 1, 2. Rev . xix. 13. and it may be further 
obferved, that the wrath which the Lord poureth forth upon the wicked of the 
earth , is reprefented by a cup of red wine, exprefting the fiercenefs and fury 
of it; for in the hand of the Lord there is a cup , and the wine is red , &c. 
Pfal. Ixxv. 8. and this agrees with the common notion of the cabaliftic doc¬ 
tors, that when God appears in mercy and kindnefs, then he may be faid to 
be white ; but when in wrath and anger, red ; of this frequent mention is 
made in Zohar , and in other cabaliftic books f : According to this fenfe it 
is as if flie ftiould fay, My beloved has mercy and grace for his people, which 
he beftows in a fovereign manner upon them, and he has vengeance for his 
adverfaries, which he executes upon them, according to the ftri&eft rules of 
juftice; and this mixture of mercy and juftice, of white and red, renders 
him an extraordinary perfon ; it makes fome to love him, and others to fear 
him* Or elfe, 

Thefe words may be interpreted of Chrift's battles and victories, and may 
reprefent him as a mighty warrior, and a triumphant conqueror : Thus in 
Rev , vi, 4, the warrior, who had pozver given him to take peace from the earth, 
is introduced as riding upon a red horfe ; and in ver. 2. He that went forth 
conquering and to conquer, as riding upon a white horfe: Thus Chrift, who is 
the Lord of hqfts , the man of war, confidered as fighting the Lord’s battles, 
may be faid to be red or ruddy 5 and as returning from the field of battle, as 
a mighty conqueror, having fpoiled principalities and powers, and got an intire 
victory over all his and our enemies, may be faid to be white. And now this 
great perfon, as if ftie fhould fay, has done all this for me, and made me alfo 
more than a conqueror, and this perfon is my beloved. 

But palling thefe feveral fenfes, which, perhaps, may be thought too nice and 
curious, though agreeable to the analogy of faith, yet it may be will not bear fo 
well here; therefore I chuferather to underftand them of the beauty, glory and 
excellency of Chrift, as mediator, without applying particularly thefe colours 
of white and ruddy, to either nature, or to any particular aftions performed 
in either; and I cannot but think, that die church in this defeription of 
Chrift, has fome reference to the account that is given of David, 1 Sam. xvi. 12. 
which is, that he was ruddy, and withal of a beautiful countenance , and good¬ 
ly to look to: David was an eminent type *of Chrift, of his line the Mefli&h 
came, who is fometimes called David in feripture, and is. both his root and 
offspring , the bright and the morning Jlar, and as deferibed by David, is fairer 

Y y 2 - f{jban 

{ Vid. Shirhafhirim Rabba in loc, fol, 20. 1. 
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than tit children of mtn % Being white and ruddy , which difeovers the beft tem¬ 
perature, the moft healthful conftitution, and the compleateft beauty : As me¬ 
diator, he is a perfection of beauty \ ail divine pertedions are t in him ; .the 
glory of them all Jhine rdplendently in his face or perfon ; and they are all 
glorified in him and by him, who is the brightnefs of bis Father's glory , and 
the exprefs image of bis perfon. There is alfo a mediatorial glory that he is 
pofiift of, which is the reiult and confequence of his work ; and which ren¬ 
ders him exceeding fair and beautiful in the eyes of believers now, and is what 
they will, with wonder and pleafure, everlaftingly gaze upon in another 
world. Likewife as mediator, all fulrtefs of grace dwells in him ; and a % full 
cf grace and truths his glory appears as the glory of the only begotten of the Fa¬ 
ther. 

. Again, Chrift, as mediator, is white and ruddy , a perfection of beauty in 
the eyes of believers, as confidered in all his offices of prophet, prieft and 
king, and in all his relations as hulband, father, brother and friend, which 
he bears and ftands in to his people : Moreover he is exceeding beautiful in 
their efteem, in all that he has done and fuffered for them ; but of this beau¬ 
ty and fairndsof Chrift, fee more on Cb. i. 15. 

II. Chrift is here delcribed by the church comparatively, as he may be con- 
Ildered with regard to others, the chief eft among ten thoufand . 

The Sepiuagint render the words thus , g Chofen out oft or from ten thoufand ; 
fo Chrift is both by God and men ; he is chofen of God from among ten 
thoufand, as man and mediator; when that large number of all the indivi¬ 
duals of human nature, which he refolved to create in time, came up in his 
vaft and eternal mind, a certain number of them he fingled out for himfelf, 
whom he meant to make inftances of his mighty grace and mercy, and there¬ 
fore ordained them to life and falvation ; and out of this feleft company which 
he had in his eternal view, he chofe the man Chrift Jefus, and fingled out 
that fingle individuum of human nature only to be united to the eternal Acj'os 
logos, the fecond perfon in the glorious trinity, and therefore he is faid to 
txetlt one chofen out of the people ; he chofe this glorious perfon to be the fa- 
viour, head and mediator of his eleft ones y. that living ftone , which is dif- 
allcwed and reje&ed by fome men , who would be accounted buUderSy is chofen 
of God , and precious, he has laid him as the foundation, and tnadehim the 
tyfd, of the corner \ he knew that he was furnifhed with fuitable abilities to be 
-jhe finner’s iaviour, therefore he laid help upon one that is mighty -, he called 
him to the work, invefted him in the office of a mediator, and appointed 
hjpi; his falvation to the ends of the earth ; and now had ajl human and an¬ 
gelic beings been fummoned together to have chofen a faviour for them- 
feives, they could never have made a better choice than God has made for 
them; with this choice every fenfible finner is well fatisfied, and rejoices ia 
it, and was it to be done again, would lay as the pfalmift did, He Jball chooft 
our inheritance for us, Pfal. xlvii. 4. 

He 


dro pvfidSw, Sept, eleftus ex millibus, F*Jg, Lot* David de Pomii liz Lade* 
3. renders i i magnifeafuj, tltttut . 
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He ia alfo chofen of men from among ten thoufand ; there Is n'ohe among 
all the angels in heaven, the large number of inhabitants that fill the upper 
world* nor any among the vaft crowds of the fons of men, fo defirable to 
ienfible finners as he is ; they make choice of him only for their faviduryfor 
being fenfiblethat in vain is lalvation hoped for any where'elie, they fay of 
all the works of their hands, even of the beft their hands ever wrought^ ye 
Jhall not fave us ; neither will we any more give you fuch honour, or have 
fuch a dependance on you, as to fay, Te are our gods\ but Chrift, and he 
only, (hall be our falvation ; and though he flay us, yet will we truft'm him. 
They choofe him for their ruler and governor, their Lord and King; and 
though they have formerly been under, and have fubmitted to the govern¬ 
ment of others, yet they nowdefireto be his fubjefts and fervants only, and 
to be obedient to his laws and commands. They likewife fix on him as the 
alone object of their love, whom they have the ftrongeft affe&ion for, and 
defire to keep the moft inviolable chaftity to ; for though he is out of fight^ 
he is not out of mind, whom having not feen they love ; nor can he be out- 
rivalled by any, being preferable in their efteem to all others. 

Moreover, the Hebrew word may be rendered, h a flandard bearer , or one 
flandarded among ten thoufand . The church of Chrift, here below, is in a 
militant ftate, (he has many enemies to grapple with, which caufe fightings 
without , and fears within ; and though thefe enemies are mighty and power¬ 
ful, crafty and cunning, yet in the name , and ftrength of her Lord , (he fets 
up her banners, and appears as terrible to them, and as majeftic to others, as 
an army with banners ; and this banner , or ftandard, which is both her co¬ 
vering and her comfort in the day of battle, is love, according to Cb. ii. 4. 
It is the love of Chrift, as a banner difplay’d, an enfign fet up, and ftandard 
crefted, which invites and engages fo many to enlift themfelves in Chrift’s 
fervice, and when enlifted, animates them to fight the Lord's battles fo cou- 
rageoufly as they do : Chrift, he is the ftandard-bearer, and the great captain 
of our falvation, being by God the Father given as a leader and commander to 
the people. Now Chrift being faid to be the ftandard-bearer among ten thou¬ 
fand, may be underftood: of the multitude, either 1 of miniftring angels who 
are under him, and at his command; or of faints, who are enlifted in his fer¬ 
vice, and ready to do his pleafure ; he having fet up his ftandard, and being 
himfelf an enfign to the people , multitudes flock unto him, and fulfil the 
prophecy of him, as the great Shiloh , to whom the gathering of the people 
fhould be: Herein lies the glory and excellency of Chrift, that he has ten 
thoufand, i.e. a large number of choice and fele£t ones under his ftandard, 
fuch as-there are not the like in all the world befides; and how (lately and 
majeftic does Chrift look, and what a noble fight is it to fee him bearing the 
ftandard before fuch a company ; fuch a fight as this John had of him, at the 
head of avail multitude of thofe (hining ones, who wer t clothed with white 
robes , and had palms in their hands y having juft obtained a glorious vidlory 

over 

h 7 p*l vexillatus, prnatus vel elatus ut vexillarius, Buxtorf, Vexillatus myriade, 

Mercer, Vexillatus a decern millibus, Ar, Mont an . Vexillarius eft e myriade, Jun . Sub fignis 
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over their enemies. Rev. vii. 9, 13, i+. Or elfe, the intent oF the word is* 
that Chrift is a more excellent ftandard-bearer k than all others ; There may 
be ten thoufand perfons who carry a flag, but none of them all are to be cbm- 
pared with him, either for comelinefs, ftrength or courage * none have fuch 
a choice and ftleft company under them as he has; neither do any carry fuch 
a banner as he does, whole motto is, Love ; and herein was he, who is the 
lion of the tribe of Judah, reprefented by that tribe, which of all the tribes of 
Ifrael pitched their ftandard firft, and had the greateft number under it; fee 
Numb. ii. 3, 4 - 

Butthefe words, by our tranflators are rendered, the chiefeft among ten thoufand^ 
and the fenfe of them is no ways oppoled by the former verfions ; for if he is 
chofen out of and is the ftandard-bearer among ten thoufand , then he muft be the 
tbiefeft among them ; he is the chiefeft among all the angels in heaven ; for 
to which of the angels faid he at any time> thou art my [on, &c He is the 
fon of God in a higher fenfe than angels and men are; angels are the fons 
of God by creation, faints by adoption, but Chrift is the fon of God by an 
ineffable generation; as he is God, he is the creator of angels, and to him 
they pay homage and adoration ; they are his fervants, and are at his com¬ 
mand, whom he fends forth as minijlring fpirits> to do his pleafure ; and 
though as man, in the ftate of his humiliation and abafement, here on earth, in 
the days of his flelh, he was made a little lower than the angels , yet now in the 
very fame nature in which he was abafed below them, he is now exalted above 
them at the Father’s right hand ; for to which of the angels faid he at any time % 
Sit on my right handy &c. As mediator, he has obtained a more excellent name 
than they ; for the name of a faviour or mediator, is given to none of them j 
and as fuch they are beholding to him, though not to make peace and recon¬ 
ciliation for them, they having never finned and incurred the divine difplea- 
fure \ yet they are obliged unto him for confirming grace to fecure them in 
that ftate in which they ftand. He isalfo the chiefeft of all on earth, as well 
as of all in heaven; in all things , and overall perfons, he has the prebe - 
minence ; he is the head of faints, their everlafting father , and tender hut 
band; he is the great mafter of the family, and the firft-horn among many 
brethren \ he is the king of faints, and Lord of the creation ; and fhould be 
the chiefeft, and have the chiefeft place in the defites of our hearts, in the 
contemplations of our minds, the affections of our fouls, and in our aferip- 
ttens of glory ; for be is the chiefeft among ten thoufand. 

1 

:;r. 

V«r. 11. His head is as the mofi fine gold; his locks are bujhy and 
black as a raven . 

T HE church having given a general defeription of her beloved in the for^ 
mer verfe, purfuant to the requeft of the daughters of Jerufalemy does 
in this, enter into a more particular commendation of him, and continues 

unto 

* > 

* Intelligea iafignem pn t decern millibus, ut 0 fr* comparationem de/ignet, Merar. in loc. 
Infigmou pne myriade, Cocc. Infignis prs decern millibus, Pagnin. 
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unco the end of the chapter ; which commendation confifis oF ten particu¬ 
lars, two of which are in thefe words; 

I. She deferibes him by bis head ; which fhe fays, is as the moft fine gold. 

II. By bis locks \ which are bujhy , and black as a raven . 

I. She deferibes his bead as the moft fine gold. By Chrift’s bead may be 
meant, either, 

1/?, God the Father, who is in (capture called fo: Thus the apoftle fays, 
in i Cor. xi. 3. The bead of evety man is Chrift , and the bead of the woman is 
the man , and the head of Chrift is God> i. e. God the-Father, which is to be 
underftood of Chrift as man and mediatory for as he is God, the Father is not 
his head, he is not above him, nor fuperior to him in nature, power, orglo-*i 
ry ; for being in the form of God , he thought it no robbery to be equal with 
him. It is true, the Father is the firft perfon in the trinity, but he is not 
fir ft in order of time, dignity or caufality *, fome of the fathers and fchool- 
men have indeed laid, that the Father, with refpeft to the other two per¬ 
form, is fons Deitatis , principium , caufa % the fountain of the Deity , beginning 
and caufe thereof •, thefe phrafes are better let alone than ufed : But he may 
very properly be faid to be the head of Chrift, as man and mediator; for as 
he is man he is God’s creature, the work of his hands, a body haft thou 
prepared me , and lb fubjeft to him, and under his power and government j 
and in this fenfe are thofe words of Chrift to be underftood, where he fays, 
John , xiv. 28. My Father is greater than /, being his creator, Lord and head. 
And, 1. Chrift, as man and mediator, has his life from his Father * as he is 
God, his life is original and underived, it is not communicated to him from* 
another; but his life as man and mediator, is given him ; he afked life of 
his Father, in the everlafting covenant, both for himfelf and for his people, 
and it was granted to him and in this fenfe is that text to be underftood, 
John , v. 26. As the father hath life in himfelf , fo bath he given to. the fon to 
have life in himfelf. As we derive our life from Chrift, and have it main¬ 
tained and fupported by him, fo Chrift, as man and mediator, has his life 
from his father, by whom alfo it is fupported, he lives by him ; as the 
living Father bath fent me , fays Chrift, John^ vi. 57. and I live by the Father: 

1 So he that eatetb me ./hall live by' me\ and in this fenfe is God the head of 
Chrift \ he communicates life unto him, as man and mediator, and continues 
it in him. Chrift, as man and mediator, is fubjeft to his Father, as the 
members of the body are to the head : Thus, as God’s righteous fervant he 
was fent by him about the great work of man’s redemption, was obedient to 
him, and carefully obferved all the commands which he enjoined him ; he 
ftill is, and will l^e tc^ all eternity, fubjeft to his father, as man and mediae 
tor ; for when all things fhall be put under the feet of Chrift, as king of 
faints, then he the fon Jhall be fubjeft to him that put all things under him , that 
Gad may be all in all , 1 Cor. xv. 28. 3, Chrift as man and mediator, was 

guided and direfted, taught and inftrufted by his father, what hefhould 
{peak, and what he fhould do, as the great prophet in 1 ft ad^ artd lhviour of r 

4 the 
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the world \ and this gives light to thofe fcriptures, John, y. jo. and viii. 2 8. 
and xii. 49, 50. and proves the father to be the head of Chrift. 4. Chrift, 
as man and mediator, was ftrengthen’d and fupported in his work by his fa¬ 
ther, as his head; this was promifed him in the everlafting covenant, and 
was made good to him in an acceptable , fui table and feafonable. time, in the day 
offalvation ; in the day he wrought out the falvation of finncrs, which anijnated 
and encouraged him in the view of all that he was to go through; fee Jfa. 1. 
8, q, 10. and proved him to be the fan of man , whom God made ftrong for 
himlelf Now this head of Chrift is as the moft fine.gold: Here are two words 
ufed in the Hebrew text, which both fignify gold J the one fignifies pure, 
fine and fiiining, the other ftrong and folid gold ; apd they may alfo be* 
render’d b the gold of Fez, from whence either the land of. Fez had its name; 
or elfe, this gold had its name from the land where it was in abundance, and 
perhaps, is the fame with the gold of Upbaz> mentioned in Dan. x. 5. Jer ; 
x. 9. and thjs being the beft and fined gold, the church ufes it to fet off the 
glory and excellency of Chrift’s head ; not that we are to fuppoie, as the 
apoftle obferves, Atts, xvii. 29. that the Godhead is like to gold and filver y &c. 
for no likenefs and fimilitude can be formed of the divine being ; and indeed, 
the church feems to be almoft at a lofs what to compare this head to ; but 
gold being the richeft, moft excellent and durable metal, and the gold of 
Fez the beft of any, fhe ufes this to fet forth the glory of it by : and yet as 
not being, fatisfied, die fays, it is as the moft fine gold ; if there is any better, 
it is like that ; or as the words may alfo be rendered, his head is as the gold 
of gold ; and it is as if fhe Ihould fay, I would compare it to gold, becaufe 
I can think of nothing better, richer, and more glorious ; but I cannot find 


gold good enough to compare it to •, this is the gold of gold , there is no fuch 
elfewhere, the .whole univerfe cannot furnifli us with the like ; he that is my 
beloved’s head, is more glorious and excellent than the mountains of prey , yea, 
than all the golden mountains of Peru . Or elfe, 

2 dly. By Chrift’s bead may be meant 5 , the divine nature in him,, which 
is the head, the chief and principal nature in Chrift, in which bis higheft cha- 
rafters are wrote, and which puts a glory and efficacy in all he has done and 
fuffered as mediator * and it is this which fupport>ed him and enabled him 
to go through the great work of man’s falvation ; all divine perfeftions are in 
Chrift, and rhefe all Ihine refplendently in him,, who is the brightnefsof bis 
father’s glory y and the exprefs image of his perfon \ this head is . an head of 
pure, fine and ffiininggold ; all the fulnefs of the Godhead dwells bodily in him^ 
and the glory of it is very manifeft and confpicuous. Or, 

^dly. By Chrift’s head may be meant, his headfhip over his church, or his 
regal power and government* which 1 rather incline to; thus he is repre«p 
fented in Pfal. xxi. 3. as having a crown of pure gold upon his head, denoting 
his royal dignity and authority. So Nebuchadnezzar , or the large and 
flourishing monarchy which he was ruler of, is fet forth by an head of gold. 


f &TO tturum mfigne, aurnm purgatiflimum, fg aurum folidum, Buxtprf. 1 Vid, 
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in Dan . ip 32-*—37, 38- v And now Chrift, as Lord of the church, and King 
of faints, teay be compared to the moft fine gold . i. Becaufe his kingdorii 
and government is the moft excellent and glorious; it is managed with the 
utmoft wifdom and prudence, and according to the ftri&eft rules of juftice 
and equity ; his head is a golden one, and fit for the work he is called to, 
for in it are hid all the treafures of wifdom and knowledge ; and therefore he is 
the only wife and juft, as well as the only rich and powerful potentate in the 
univerfe •, he is King of kings 9 and Lord of lords ; all others receive their 
crowns and kingdoms from him, and are fet up and put down by him at 
pleafure ; and therefore it is by him that kings reign , and princes decree juftice ; 
all the wifdom and prudence, juftice and equity which appear in any of the 
governments of this world, are but faint refemblances of what of this nature 
appear in Chrift’s government - 9 he is the head of gold y all the reft are but like 
brafs y iron and clay . 2. He is compared to fine gold, becaufe his kingdom 

is pure and fpiritual; it is not of this world , it confifts in nothing that is 
worldly, earthly and carnal 9 it is not meat and drink , but righteoufnefsy peace 
and joy in the Holy Ghoft . 3. Becaufe like gold ’tis folid and fubftantial ; it 

does not confift in external pomp and gaudy fhews, as the kingdoms of this 
world, which yet are fading, tranfitory and perilhing ; but this, though it 
does not come with obfervation 9 but looks mean and abjedl in its outward ap¬ 
pearance, yet is all of pure and folid gold, and will appear bright and glorious 
when the gild of others is worn off and gone. 4. It is compared to the moft 
fine gold for the richnefs of it: Chrift is the richeft prince in the world ; his 
riches are lading and durable, they are unfearchable and incomprehenfible ; 
his kingdom is the richeft on earth, and the meaneft fubjedt in it, is a prince, 
nay^a king ; that may be much more truly faid of Chrift’s fubjedfs, wha? the 
proud Ajfyrian monarch faid boaftingly of his princes, Are not my princes altogether 
kings? Chrift’s meaneft fubjedts are fo, for he has made them kings and 
priefts unto God y Rev. i. 6. 5. Chrift’s kingdom may be compared to gold, 
becaufe it is lading and durable; Chrift’s throne is for ever and ever \ there will 
never be any end of his government , nor of the increafe of it, and of the peace 
and prolperity thereof \ when all other kingdoms are deftroyed, and all other 
rule, power, and authority put down, Chrift’s kingdom will ftand, it will be 
more vifibly fet up, and appear more glorious, and fo continue for ever. Thus 
Chrift, as head of the church, and king of faints, may be compared to the 
moft fine gold, which is the firft particular fhe inftances in, by which he majr 
be known from others. The Jewifti d writers by this head of fine gold, urn 
derftand the law, which is more to be defired than gold-, as they do by the 
locks in the following clauf?, the feveral letters, fedtions, dodtrines and fenfes 
of it.' < ' ’ ( . * 

■ 1 . , 1 • . . t 

II. She deferibes him by his locks^ which, Ihe fays, are bujhy and black as 
a raven. By his locks may be meant, either, ; 

; \ft y The thoughts;- e .counfels and purpofes of God,,who is the head of 
Chrift y which, 1. Like the hairs of a man’s head, are innumerable; the 

• - pur- 

, *.Targuin, ShirhafliirimRabba, Alflieqh, Yalkut &. Jar chi in loc. Vajikra Rabba, ramlh: 
1q.1V "V. " * Vid. Ainfworth & San&iua in loc. • ' '■. / ’• . 
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purpofts of his heart concerning man’s fahration \ his thoughts of love, 
grace and mercy towards Tinners, cannot be reckoned up in order to him, they 
are more that i cm be numbered > the fum of them is fo great, that they exceed 
the fani upon the fea fhorc. 2. Like bujhy and black locks^ are intricate, 
dark and obfeure, nnfearchable and incomprebenfible \ God’s thoughts and 
purpofes of diltinguilhing grace, are out of our reach, and beyond our 
comprehenfion, and therefore are {aid to be higher than our thoughts , even as 
the heavens are higher than the earth 5 when we ferioufly confide* that the 
great and infinite being, fhould pitch his thoughts of love from all eternity, 
upon poor, finful creatures, and upon fome, and-not all, and refolve on 
their everlafting falvation, and not on others * it obliges us to fay with the 
apoftle, O the depth of the riches , both of the wifdom and knowledge of God! 
How unfearchable are his judgments , and his ways pafi finding out ! Rom. xi. 
33. 3. Yet thefe thoughts and purpofes of God’s heart, fo far as they are 

are made known to us, are like lufhy and black locks of hair, very beautiful 
and delightful: How glorious and beautiful is the draught, the model and 
fcheme of falvation, which was drawn in the eternal mind ? with what exaft> 
nefs is it managed ? what wifdom and grace appear in that fellowjhip of the 
enyftery , which the gofpel leads us into an acquaintance with ? How preciotis 
are thofe thoughts of love which run through all, as well as how great is the 
fum of them ? Or, 

2 dly, By thofe locks may be meant f , the multitude of believers, which grow 
upon Chrift as the head of the church * and thefe may be compared to hair for 
their number, their dependance on Chrift, and their reception of life and 
nourilhment from him, as has been obferved on Ch. iv. 1. and thefe being 
called locks of hair, may intend their being congregated in gofpel order, their 
being united in faith and love, and their walking together in all the ordi¬ 
nances of Chrift, endeavouring to keep the unity of the fpirit in the bond of 
peace : Now faints being thus join’d together in holy fellowfhip, having a 
ftridt regard to Chrift’s truths and commands, do much adorn the head 
Chrift Jefus, and are a lovely and delightful fight to lpeftators- See Col. ii. 
5. And thefe locks are faid to be, 1. Bujhy j the word may fignify heaps, 6 and 
fo denotes the multitude of believers that fpring from, and have the deperi- 
dance on Chrift the head ; or it may be rendred h thick, being well fet, or 
pendulous *, hanging down in a beautiful order: And‘this may intend the or¬ 
nament that believers are to Chrift •, childrens children are the crown of old men •, 
believers are a crown of glory to Chrift ; they are a royal diadem in, hjs hand 7 
and upon his head: or it may be tranflated * crijp or curled % and fo be ex* 
preflive of the hardnefs and ftrength of believers, 1 curTed hair being the 
ftrongeft and hardeft j believers, though weak in themfelves, yet are Jlrong in 

Chrift j 

f Fojipt Se Alenin. in loc. Greg.'€. Thom, Beda frCarpath. in Sanft in loc. So thefe lock* 
are interpreted of the difcipfei of the wifemen*. by R. Judah in Sbirbafbirxm. Rabhu in loc. 

s p.^nSn Cumuli, tumuli, Schindler, lex. pentaglott. fol. 1972. SoTargum, Aben Ezra, 
Mercer. & Aisfiyorth in Ioj:. b .Mercer. 1 Jarchi. * Crifpatut* ca- 

pHloram, Buxtorf. Crilpis diferimixubus, Juts, Clilpi, Q&. Jr, Menton* ~ * Jrtfiot. de 

genera, animal. 1. c. 3. 
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Chrift ; not only to perform duty, but to withftand enemies, and endure hard- 
tiefs as good foldiers of Chrift Jefus \ they are Strengthen'd with all might in 
the inner man , to fight the Lord’s battles, aire undaunted in their fpirits, and 
immoveable as a rock. 2. They are faid to be black as a raven \ faints 
are black with original and aftual fin, as they are alfo with infirmities, re¬ 
proaches,' fcandal and perfecution; they have mean thoughts of them lei ves, 
and though exalted on the head Chrift, yet look upon themfelves as the 
Jeaft of faints, and chief of finners •, though I rather think this does not in¬ 
tend their blacknefs by fins, infirmities, Nor their humble thoughts of 
themfelves, but rather their real beauty which they have from Chrift, and 
that ornament and glory which they are unto him : Or elfe, 

3^/y, By thefe locks may be meant Chrift’s adminiftrations in the difeharge 
of his kingly office: And this feems to me to be the belt fenfe ; for as by his 
head is intended his regal power and government, fo by his locks the admini¬ 
ftrations of it; which though fometimes dark, intricate, and obfeure, being 
attended wich feverity to his enemies, and fo may be faid to be bvifhy and 
black , yet being managed with the utmoft wifdom and prudence, and ac¬ 
cording to the ftrifteft rules of juftice and equity, look very beautiful and 
comely, and are admired and wondered at by all the faints. See Rev. xv". 

3 * 4 * # 

Moreover, in general thefe bujhy and Mack locks of Chrift may denote, r. 

The fulnefs of wifdom which is in Chrift ; curled hair is a fign of m an hot 
and dry brain, which produces acutenefs and lharpnefs.of wit. All wifdom 
is in Chrift, he is the wifdom of God , who has not only fulnefs of it for him- 
lelf, which is requifite to qualify him for, and carry him through the work 
he’s engaged in, but has alfo a fulnefs of it for the faints, to whom he is 
made of God wifdom as well as righteoufnefs* 2. His youthful ftrength, vi¬ 
gour and courage, of which black hair is accounted a fign •, in Rev . i. 14. 
Chrift’s hair is faid to be as white as wool , as white as fnow y to denote his 
fenile gravity, that he is the ancient of days> who exifts from everlafting to 
evtrlafting ; but here his locks are faid to be to fet forth his juvenile 

vigour and ftrength, which is always in its bloom, without any change or 
alteration. He is the mighty God in his higheft nature,' and mighty to Jave as 
mediator: He gave the fulleft proofs of his ftrength and courage in fulfilling 
all the law required, in bearing all that juftice inffi&ed, and in conquering 
all his and our enemies. 3. Thefe black locks fet forth the beauty of Chrift; 
black hair was accounted the moft beautiful, not only by the Jews, but by 
the Romans , as is manifeft from what the poet n fays, 

Speffandum nigris oculis pigroque capillo. 

And in another place, • 




Et Lycum nigris ocuUs nigroque 
Crine decorum . 

' \Zi 2. <2 

m Ibid. J Horat. de arte poet. 
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It was very defirable to them, infomuch that thofe; whofe* h&ir was nbt na¬ 
turally black, ufed ! various ways and methods to makd tt ft>-, and among 
other things, both P% p and sElianus * tell us, they ufed the eggs', braihs, 
and blood of ravens for that purpofe. Now when Chrift’s ticks arc faid to 
be black as a raven y the meaning is, that he looks exceeding beautiful, being 
fairer than Abfalom, or any of the children of men : His black Alining locks 
hanging down in a beautiful order from his head of gold, make him look 
very^ilately and majeftick ; and as the blacknefs of the raven is a very fine 
black, and what is natural to it, and not made by art, fo the beauty of 
Chrift is exceeding great, it is natural to him, it is not derived from another, 
as ours is from him, but what is original, underived and elTential to him ; 
and this proves him to be the moft excellent beloved, and the cbiefejt among 
ten tboufand . 


Ver. 12. His eyes are as the eyes of doves , by the rivers of water , 
wafioed with milky and fitly fet . 

T HIS is the third inftance of Chrift’s beauty or diftinguifhing charaffer 
of him, which the church gives to the daughters of Jerufalem , where¬ 
by they might know him from others; having defcribed him by his head and 
hair, fhe here defcribes him by his eyes. The order and method in which 
fhe proceeds is very juft and natural. By his eyes may be meant either, 

Firfl , a The gifts and graces of the fpirit which are in Chrift, as man and 
mediator, who is reprefented in Rev. v. 6. as a lamb that bad been flam for 
the fins of men, with feven eyes , which are faid to be the feven fpirits of God ; 
not that there are feven perfonal, diftinft, divine fubfiftencies which are called 
fo, but the phrafe intends that variety, fulnefs and perfeftion of the gifts and 
grace of that one fpirit of God, who is the third perfon in the blefied Trinity *, 
which gifts and grace of his being bellow’d on Chrift, as man and mediator, 
furnifhed and qualified him for his work \ of which feven fpirits, or various 
gifts of the fpirit which he received for this purpofe, yoii may read in Ifa* 
xi. 2, 3, 4. Now thefe may be faid to be as the eyes of doves by the rivers of 
water y becaufe the fpirit of God did in an eminent and public manner de- 
fcend upon him, as a dove, at the time of his baptifm in the river of Jordan. 
And they may alfo be faid to be as doves, or as the eyes of do^es wafhed 
with 3 milky to exprefs the purity and holinefs of his nature, fanftified thereby ^ 
for as man and mediator he was bofy 9 barmlefsy undefiledy and feparate from 
firmers ; Likewife they may be faid to be as the eyes of doves fitly fety or fet in 
fvlnefsy becaufe the fpirit was not given to him by meafure 9 but in fulnefs ^ the 
whole fulnefs of the gifts and grace of the fpirit is given to him ; and therefore 
he appears full of grace and trutb y and from hence they are communicated 
unto men. Or elfe* 

Secondly * 

1 

* L*. 29. c. 6. s De animal, lito 1. c. 48. * So Theodore*, A ties panes,, 

Thom! Aquin, Jfeda A Rupert* in Sanft. in toe. *" . < 



Ver> SONG of S Q N G S. 357 

Second By'his eyes may be meant the church’s teachers, * pj- mjpifters 
of the | ^ofpe], who as th^y are the mouth by whom (Thrift /peaks* fo they 
are his eyes by whom he fees, provides for, and watches over his church and 
people and therefore are called watchmen, whofe bufinefs is to watfh for* 
.and over the fouls of men. Thefe are the eyes which give light unto, guide 
and dire£t the members of Chrift’s body, who point out unto them./fo way 
of falvatian , and guide their feet into the way of peace, . Now thefe may be 
laid to be as the eyes of doves, on the account of thole dove-like gifts of the /pi¬ 
nt by which they are fitted for their work, and made able minijlers of the 
new left ament \ alio for their honefty, faithfulnefs, and fimplicity in preaching 
the everlafting gofpel •, and likewife for that harmleffnefs and innocency which 
do and ought to appear in their lives and converfations. Thefe may alfo.be 
laid to be as doves, or as the eyes of doves by the rivers of water , wnich may 
intend the fcriptures of truth ; c for as doves delight to fit by rivers of 'wa¬ 
ter, fo do the minifters of the gofpel delight to be .reading of, and medi¬ 
tating upon the fcriptures, which is their work and bufinefs. And from 
hence they fetch the doctrines they preach to others; they fpeak according to 
the cracks of God, and that not in the words which man’s wifdom teacheth 
but which the Holy Ghcjl teacheth \ comparing fpiritual things with fpiritual , 
1 Cor. ii. 13. Likewife they may be laid to be as doves, or as the eyes of 
doves wafhed with milk , becaufe of their light and knowledge in the gofpel,. 
which is the fincere milk of the word , whereby they are made capable of feed¬ 
ing others with the plain and wholefome truths of the gofpel: Or elfe this* 
phrafe may intend that pure and fpotlefs converfation which they ought to 
.lead as examples to others in faith and purity . They may alfo be faid to be 
fitly Jet/, fur God hath fet fame in the church, firfl apoflles, fecondarily pro¬ 
phets , thirdly teachers , &c. i Cor, xii. 28. This was the fit and beautiful 
order in which the firfl: minifters of the gofpel were placed by God himfelf; 
.and indeed all the minifters of it are fitly fet in the more eminent part of 
the body, the church, : to overlook, diredt, and be ufeful to the feveral 
members of it. But thefe feem rather to be the eyes of the church, than the 
eyes of Chrift ; which alfo are compared to doves eyes in Cb, i. 15. andiv. 1. 
as has been there obferved j and therefore I chufe rather, 

■ Thirdly , To underftand by thefe eyes , the omnifcience of Chrift R, Aben 
Ezra feems to underftand them of God’s omnifcience, fqr his comment is 
that text in Prov. xv. 3. The eyes of the Lord are in everyplace . Chrift is the 
omnifcient God, every creature is made manifeft in his fight, all things are 
naked ayd open unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do-, who is the 
living .word, and a critical difcerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 
In the days of his flefh here on earth, he needed not that any fhould teflify of 
man for he knew what was in man and gave convincing proofs to the 
fcribes and, pharifeesj that he was weli acquainted with the fecret thoughts of 
their hearts. Peter bore a noble teftimony to Chrift’s omnifcience, when he 

appeal’d 


* Foliot & Alcuin in loc. & Greg. Ambrof. PfelTus & Carpathius in Sanft. in loc. They are 
interpreted of the Sa nhtdrim by the Targuvt c The Jew? 

in Skirk/*Jkirim Rabba & in Talkut in loc. underftand by them the waters of the law. ' 
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appeal’d to him, faying, Lord, thou knoieeft all things, thou knowefi that I 
hrve tbet. And indeed was he not the omnifcient God, how could he be 
capable of sifting as the head of his church, or as the mediator between God 
and man, or of judging the world at the laft day : But then he’ll give an in- 
conteftabte proof of this divine perfection's being in him •, he’ll let all the 
churches, and all the world know, that he it is which fearcheth the reins and 
hearts. Now when thefe eyes of Chrift’s omnifcience are fixed on perfons in 
A way of wrath and anger, they are faid to be as flames of fire, efpecially 
When fixed upon hercticks, idolaters, falfe worfhipers, or any of his, and 
l>is church’s enemies. Set Rev. i. 14. and ii. 18, 20, 21, 22, 23. and xix. j r, 
12, 1$. But when they are fixed in a way of fpecial love and grace upon his 
own people, they may be faid to be, 

1/?, AS the eyes of doves, which are loving, lovely, clear and chafte. r. 
CHrift’s eyes may be faid to be as doves, becaufe of the lovhrgnefs of them ; 
the eyes of doves are not fierce and furious, as the eyes of fome creatures are ; 
there’s no fury in Chrift’s eyes as fixed upon his people : 'The eye of 'ihe Lord 
is upon them that fear him, upon them that hope in his mercy ; i. e. his eye is 
upon poor trembling finners, who come to the throne of grace, and proftrate 
themfelves at his feet; humbly imploring his grace and mercy, and venturing 
on him as finners ready to perilh: His eye is upon them all the ^hile, not 
to deftroy them, and cut them off from his fight, but to deliver their foul 
from death, and to keep them alive in famine: His eyes are upon all his 
righteous ones, not to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth, which 
he threatens to the wicked, but to deliver them out of all their troubles. His 
eyes are upon all creatures, and all things, for they run to and fro throughout 
the whole earth but then it is to fhew bimfelf flrong in the behalf of them 
•whofe heart is perfe 51 towards him. His eye of Jove is always upon his peo¬ 
ple, to fuccour, relieve, protect and defend them : His eye is upon them un¬ 
der all their trials, temptations, defertions, forrows and afflictions: His eye 
is upon them when in the furnace, to obferve the exercife of their grace up¬ 
on him, their carriage to him, and when tried, to deliver out of it ; for 
bis eyes behold, and his eye lids try the children of men. 2. They may bfe com¬ 
pared to doves eyes, becaufe they are lovely as well as Idvirtg; and *tis for 
this reafoii he compares the church’s eyes to doVes,’ in C&. i. 15. and iv. 1. 
ev^ry part of this defcription ferves to fet off the beauty and lovdinefs of- 
of Chrift’s eyes ; they are faid to be as the eyes of doves, by the rivers of 
week's becaufe doves delight to fit there ; where being pleafed with the pure 
anil purling ftreams, their eyes look more quick and -lively, and fo more 
beautiful and lovely. Alfo they are faid to be as dove? wajhed with milk, 
either as- fnilk white doves^ which look very plcafant and delightful; or as 
doves waffling themfelves in ftreams of water, look as clean as if they had 
been waffled'in milk. Likewife they are faid to be as the eyes of doves fitly fet , 
i. e. neither too much * ftaring out, nor too much funk within ; neither htd*- 
low eyed nor gogle eyed, which are both extreme deformities in the eye. 
3. They may be compared to doves eyes, becaufe ol their clearnefs ahd per- 

fpfc\ii*y v : Chrift’s eyes are fo dear, he’s lb fharp lighted, that he can fee all 

, j.'j . 11 r : ",' perfoBS 
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perfons apd things, ia all places, at One view $ for the eyes of tht Lord are 
in every place^ beholding the evil and the good. -More efpeciaHy his eyes be¬ 
hold, and he takes cognizance of his own people: Thefe he knows by name, 
and diftinguifhes them in his care and affections from aH others •, he fees and 
knows all their wants perfe£Uy well, is able to fupply them, and has an 
heart to do it; And feeing that all things are naked and open unto him y with 
whom they have to do at the throne of grace> they are encouraged to come 
thither with the greater boldnefe. He fees and.kriows'all the contrivances 
and defigns of wicked men againft his people, though form’d in the dark, 
for the darknefs and the light are both alike to him *, his eye9 are fo clear, (harp, 
and penetrating, that there is no darknefs v nor fhadow of deaths where the 
workers of iniquity may hide thrnfelves. And this makes much for the com¬ 
fort of his people, as well as ferves to commend and fet off the lovelinefir 
and excellency of him.: 4. They may be compared to doves eyes for theif 
faithfulnefs and chaftity. Chriftis faithful to God, who appointed him to be 
the Mediator and Saviour of his people ; and to that covenant of grace which 
he made with him, in which hepromifed many things, which are fully per¬ 
formed by him, and received many blefiings of grace for his people, Which 
be is. faithful to diftribute unto them, and beftow upon them : He hath given 
meat to them that fear him , as an indication that his eye is upon, and that 
he will ever be mindful of his covenant *, he has a refpett unto it, and therefore 
calls thofe by his grace, and brings them to glory, who are interefted in it. 
Alfo as the eye of the dove is only upon its own mate, .is faithful and chafter 
unto it, and has no regard to any other, fo Chrift’s eye of love is only up¬ 
on his church : As fhe’s his dove, fo fhe’s his only one: Hence he fays, 
my dove , my undefiled is but one \ and as he loves her above all others, lb he 
loves none but her with his fpecial and peculiar love, in which he always refis 
and continues. 

2 dly y Chrift’s eyes of love, as fixed on his own people, areas the eyes of 
doves by the rivers of water . Now this fets forth the lovelinefs and beauty of 
Chrift’s eyes, as has been already obferved ; the eyes of doves being more 
bride, quick, and lively, when fitting by rivers of water, where they are 
delighted in, and pleafed with the clear and running dreams thereof \ and 
may alfo lead us to obferve thefe two things. 1. Thefixednefs and conftaney 
of Chrift’s eye of love being fet upon his own people. Doves fitting by a 
river fide, keep their eyes fixed upon the purling ftreams * and in drinking, 
as Pliny « obferves, don’t refupinare colla , eredt their necks, and lift up their 
heads,, but keeping their eyes fixed upon the water, drink a large draught 
of it in the manner of beafts, Chrift being fweetly delighted with his owi> 
people, has fixed his eye upon them, ahd never removes it from them ; bfi 
witbdrawetb not bis eyes from the righteous \ his eye was upon them before, 
time, continues fo in time, and will be fo to all eternity *, for having loved 
his own which were in 4 be *world> he loved them to the end - 2. It may in* 

tend the objedt of Chrift’s love. Some of the f Jewifh writers, by the'ri* 
vers of water , would have their Ichools and fyrtagogiits intended > .'where the 

! • writers 
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waters of the tew flow/the difficulties ot k ate explained* ajuiits proper, ferries 
given; but they may be much better underftood of gofpeludmnches mademp 
of righteous perfonSt 1 who are juftified-by Chrift’s righteomfnefs, fanftified 
by his grace, fprinkled with the clean water of the everlafting coyenant, and 
who have low, mean, and humble thoughts of themfelves. ! On fudi as thefe 
Chrift’s eye is fixed, and to thefe lie looks. See Jfa . lxvi. 2. Herejihe ordi¬ 
nances of the goi'pel are adminiftred in their purity, the waters of the fandtu- 
ary flow, the doctrines of * grace are powerfully preached, and fouls hereby 
much delighted and refreflied. 

jj/y 3 Thefe eyes of Chriftare faid to be as the eyes of doves wajhed with 
milk. And this is expreffive both of the beauty and clearnefs of them, as 
has been already obferved: Eyes v when ,w*lhed, are cleared, and fo moft 
lovely, like milk-white doves which look the moft beautiful, especially when 
they have juft wafhed themfelveSi And ;this- may alfo intend the purity of 
Chrift’s eyes, who is of purer eyes than to behold evil , with any pleafure or ap¬ 
probation ; and likewife the meeknefs and . mildhefs of them : His eyes are 
not red and furious, but look as if they had heen wafhed with milk* being 
full of mercy, pity, and companion to poonfinners ; his heart.is full of it,* 
and his eyes (hew it ; and his actions as God-man, and mediator, give ithc 
ftrongeft proofs of his being a merciful as well as a faithful high prieft. * v . 

tpthly, Thefe eyes are faid to be fitly fet, or fitting by fullnefs, i. e. by 
full channels of water. Chrift himfelf is as rivers of waters, which denote 
the fullnefs and abundance of grace that is in.him; and by thefe full fountains 
of grace, life and falvation, he fits, dwells and abides, .and thither he, the 
lamb, in the midjl -of the throne , leads his people : Or the words may be ren- 
dred, fitting in fulnefs , and fo expreffes the lovelinefs and beauty of Chrift’s 
eyes, as has been already obferved. His. eyes were neither funk too low 
within, nor flood too much out, but exa&ly filled their holes; they were 
fitly fet as diamonds in a ring, or as precious ftones in the breaft-plate of 
the high prieft, which exaftly filled the/ cavities which were made for them, 
and therefore were called ftones of fullnefs. See Exod.xxv. 7, and xxviii. 
17, 20. So R. Sol. Jarcbi, & R. Aben Ezra, underftand the words.; tho* 
they may be better tranflated, fitting upon fullnefs. Chrift!*,jeye$ are fet or> 
fitting, 1. Upon the fullnefs of this wprld, the earth is the Lord*s, \ and the 
fullnefs of it ; as he has a right unto it,fo his eyes are upon it* for bis eyes run> 
to abd fro throughout the whole earth ; ?the.y are in every -pl#f# one and the. 
fatfie time beholding, at one view, the evil and the good*, all: their perfons, and 
all’their aftions; his eye is upon that vaft number of. ptfrftms and things that, 
fill the whole univerfe, anftupon the large .variety of Elions performed there. 
Now this fets forth the extenlivenefs of Chrift’s omnjfcience, and , that gene¬ 
ral and. univerfal knowledge he’s poffeffed of; which fenfe is much favoured 
by R. Sol. Jarcbi 9 s note ojj^he words. 2. Chrift’s eyes were fet, or fitting 
upon. the fullnefs of time in which he was to come into the world, and per^ 
form the great work of redemption ; 5 for as he was appointed to be the au¬ 
thor of this work, ,and the perfons yrere pitched upon*, whom he was to re- 
deeqi^o the time was alfo fixed, when he was to do it; and this is called 
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the fullnefs of time , in Epb . i. io. Gal. iv. 4. And now from thefifft making 
of the everlafting covenant, down throughout the whole Old Teftament-dif- 
penfation, Chrift’s eye was fixed on this fullnefs, waiting, watching, and as it 
were, longing till the time was come, when he fhould appear in human na¬ 
ture, and do the work which his heart was fo much fet upon: Witnefs his 
many appearances in a human form before his incarnation, and the frequent no¬ 
tices he gave of his near approach. 3. Chrift’s eyes are fet, or fitting upon 
bis fullnefs, the church, whom in the fullnefs of time he came into this world to 
redeem. The church is called fo in Epb. i. 23. which is bis body* the fullnefs 
of him that filleth all in all ; and then is Ihe, and will fhe appear to be fo, 
when all his eledt ones are called by grace; and thefe all filled with tfiofe 
gifts and graces of the fpirit defigned for them by him who is afcended to 
■Jill all things ; and moreefpecially when they are all grownup in proportion, 
unto the meafure of the feature of the fullnefs of Chrife. Now Chrift’s .eye 
is upon his church, and upon every member of it, until all this is done 5 
and will be fo when time (hall be no more. 4. His eyes were, and ftill are 
fet, or fitting upon the fullnefs of the Gentiles » until that is brought in : His 
eye was upon them in the everlafting covenant; therefore both he and his 
Father thought fit that he fhould be not only the redeemer of Ifrael, but a 
light to the Gentiles alfo, and be God’s falvation unto the ends of the earth . 
His eye was upon them during the Old Teftament-difpenfation, and therefore 
gave out many promifes and prophecies concerning their calling: His eye 
was upon them when he died and fuffered, and therefore he became a propi¬ 
tiation, not for the Jews only, but alfo for the gentile world : His eye was 
upon them when he gave the commifiion to his difciples to preach the gofpel; 
and therefore bid them go into all the world , and preach it to every creature , 
which he owned for the converfion of thoufands; and his eye is ftill upon 
them, and will be fo, until all thofe other Jheep are brought in which are not 
of the jewifli fold . 5. His eyes are fet, or fitting on his own perfonal full¬ 

nefs as God; for in him dwelleth all the fullnefs of the Godhead bodily: 
His eye was upon this when he undertook the work of redemption, and id 
it was when he was a&ually concerned in it; therefore he failed not, neither 
was he difeouraged ; this fupported him under it, and comfortably carried 
him through it. 6. His eyes are fet, or fitting upon his fullnefs as mediator, 
which is a difpenfative, communicative fullnefs put into his hands, to be di- 
ftributed to his people; and his' eye is continually upon it, to fupply the 
wants of his people out of it, under all their ftraits, difficulties, tempta¬ 
tions, forrows, and afflidlions ; and where Chrift’s eyes are fixed, there fhould 
ours be alfo,: We fhould be continually looking -to, and& ferong, not in our- 
felve$j but in the grace vjhicb is in Chrife Jefus . 
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An Exposition of the Chap. V. 


Ver. 13. His cheeks are as a bed of fpices, as fweet flowers : his lips 
like lilies, dropping fweet fmelling myrrh. 

I N thefe words are the fourth and fifth particular inftances of Chrift’s beau¬ 
ty for having deferibed him by his head, locks and eyes, Ihe here de- 
icribes him by his cheeks and lips, ftill keeping in a beautiful and regular or¬ 
der in her description of him. And, 

Firft , She deferibes him by his cheeks, which Ihe fays are as a bed of /pices,, 
as J'weet flowers by which we are to underftand, not the fmooth and naked 
cheeks, but with hair growing upon them, which beft fuits with the metaphor 
of a bed of fpices -, for as aromatic plants, and fweet fmelling flowers bud 
out, and fpring up from a bed of fpices, and make it look very beautiful, 
fo the hair of a man’s beard puts itfelf forth, and grows upon his cheeks, or 
jaws, as the word may be rendred, and makes him look very graceful and 
majeftic. R. Aben Escra underftands by his cheeks, his beard, as alfo do ma¬ 
ny 1 chriftian interpreters. And this was literally true of Chrift, who was not 
an infant of days , but a man grown up when he fuffered in the room and 
and ftead of finners •, as is manifeft from his giving his back to the fmiters , 
ahd his cheeks to thofe that plucked off the hair ; and being Taken in a myftical- 
and fpiritual fenfe, may intend either, 

sft. Believers, who are the hair of his cheeks as well as of his head ; thefe 
grow upon him, receive their life and nourilhment from him, and are orna¬ 
mental to him: Thefe are as a bed of fpices, and fweet flowers ; for being per¬ 
fumed with the myrrh and frankincenfe of his grace, they afeend upwards in 
the exercife of faith, hope and love, as towers of perfumes , b as the words 
tranflated fweet flowers may be rendered ; they are fruitful in chemfelves like 
a fpicy bed, odoriferous to Chrift, and delightful to each other. Or elfe, 

' idly. The graces of the fpirit which are in Chrift as man and mediator: 
Thefe, like the hair of a man’s beard, which grow upon his cheeks, adorn 
the man Chrift Jefus, and render him very lovely and graceful. Thefe grow 
in large numbers on him i he is full of grace and truth and though there is 
a large communication of grace made daily to believers from this fullnefs 
which is in Chrift, yet it is no ways leflened thereby, even as the hair of a 
man’s beard, which the oftner cut, the thicker and falter it grows. Now 
thefe lovely cheeks, thus adorned, may be faid to be as a bed of fpices, as 
fweet flowers, becaufe of their beauty and lovelinefs: No fpicy bed fet and 
filled with aromatic plants, land fweet fmelling flowers, can be more lovely 
and delightful to the eye of fenfe, than-Chrift, with all his grace, is to the eye 
of faith. The reafon why he appears to a believer fairer than the children of 
men, is, becaufe grace , in all ks fullnefi, is poured into his lips. Alfo they.) 
may be compared to thefe, becaufe of the fweet odour of them ; the efflu* 
via’sof the Iweeteft flowers and molt fragrant fpices, growing in large nptp- 

• Sao£tioa, Coccrins & Akfivorth in loc. J OVTfHQ rturricul# pigmento* 
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hers, in beds of them, cannot be more grateful tothefmell than the graces 
of Chrift are to believers: And therefore they are compared to ointments , the 
favour of which chears the minds, and attracts the hearts of his people to 
him. This oil of gladnefs being poured plentifully on his head, ran down 
his beard, and fo to every part of his garments, which makes them all fmellof 
tnyrrby aloes , and caffia , and renders him and all that belong to him fweet, 
favoury, and delightful to his faints. Likewife they may be compared to a 
bed of /pices and fweet flowers , becaufe of the variety of them ; as in an aro¬ 
matic garden there are various beds, and in thofe beds various fpices, plants 
and flowers, fo there is in Chrift a variety of the gifts and graces of the fpi- 
rit; there are diverfittes of gifts , and all forts of grace which make up that 
fftlnefs from whence believers receive grace for grace, Orelfe, 

' gdly , This may be expreffive of the manlinefs and courage, prudence,, 
gravity and majefty of Chrift. When the beard appears in men like a bed of 
fpices * thick and well grown, it is a manifeft indication that they are grown up 
to theeftate of men, and are at years of diferetion. Now Chrift’$ manlinefs 
and eburage appeared in his boldly refuting the errors of the pharifees and 
fadducees, and preaching the everlafting gofpel, though he often ran the 
rifque of his life in doing it; and to the very laft he bore a noble teftimony to 
it, and witne/fed a good confeflion of it before many witnefles : As alfo he gave a 
manifeft difeovery of it at the time of his being taken by his enemies, as 
well as in Pilate's hall, where he was fmote, buffeted, fcourged, mocked, 
and fpit on $ and yet in the midft of all, difeovered the greateft undaunted- 
nefs and compofure of mind; but never more than while he was bearing his 
Father’s wrath, and the ftrokes of divine juftice, grappling with his and our. 
enemies, and undergoing a painful and ignominious death ; for under all this . 
he failed not, neither was he difeouraged . His cheeks being as a bed of fpices , . 
fhew him to be endued with manlinefs and courage, which he thus difeo¬ 
vered \ as they alfo fhew his prudence and gravity, which he manifefted in 
all his difeourfes, queftions and anfwers *, for in him are hid all the treafures 
of wifdom and knowledge ; For at twelve years of age, when the lovely doun 
fcarce appeared upon his cheeks, he difeourfed with fo much wifdom and 
gravity, put flich queftions to the doftors, and returned fuch anfwers to theirs, 
as filled them With wonder and furprize \ and much more did he fo when his 
cheeks were as a bed of fpices^ when he was grown up to man’s eftate, and was 
entered upon his publick miniftry \ he fpake with fo much wifdom and au¬ 
thority, that hi$ audience was amazed at him ; he dealt fo prudently , accord- . 
ing to the prophdy of him, that the fubtle feribes .and pharifees did not care ., 
to meddle with him ; for as they could not anfwer his queftions, fo they, 
dare not! ‘pUtziif to him ; his enemies themfelves being witnefles, never man 
fpake like him. And this prudence and gravity of his appeared throughout . 
the whole conduct df his life | his words were with power and authority, his. , 
deportment was grave ahd feriogs, and Ms iyalk and converfation, as it was*, 
in all holinefs and rightebufriefs towards God^ fo it was in all wifdom and 
prudence towards men. 
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But if by cheeks We Undt^ftand that part of the face as fmooch and naked, 
without die additional confideration of hair growing upon them* then by them 
may be meaht either, 

1 ft, « The feriptures of truth. The Tarpon underftands them ofitlie two 
tables of (tone which were written in ten lines, like the rows or beds of an 
aromatic garden, productive of acute and delightful fenfes: Much to the 
fame purpofc does R. Sol. Jarcbi give the fenfe of them ; but it feems better 
to under Hand them of the whole word of God, the feriptures both of the 
Old and New Teftament. Thefe are as it were the cheeks or face of Chrift, 
which reprefent and fit forth the glory of his perfon, the virtue of his blood, 
the excellency of hifc righteoufnefs, and the riches of his grace: Thefe may 
be faid to be as a bed of fpices, as fweet flowers, being in feveral diftinft plots 
or beds; for this garden of the feriptures was not thrown up at once, and 
formed in that beautiful order in which now it is ; but firft one fpicy bed was 
made, and then another ; for God at fundry times , and in divers manners,fpake 
in times paft unto the fathers by (be prophets. Thefe beds are fet with a variety 
of exceeding great and precious promifes, and excellent doCtrines, which the medi¬ 
tating foul, like the induftrious bee, fucks much fweetnels from. All thofe ex¬ 
cellent fpices, and fweet fmelling flowers which grow here, have their different 
yfelulnefs ; for all feripture is given by infpiration of God, and is profitable for re* 
proof for correction, and for infiruCtion in righteoufnefs, 2 Tim. iii, 16. And as. 
aromatic plants and fragrant flowers are delightful to the eye, fweet to the fmell*. 
and refrefhing to the fenfes, fo are thefe truths and promifes ; they are like 
apples of gold in pictures of filver to the eye of faith, diffufe a delightful 
odour to the fmell, give a favour of Chrift’s knowledge , when and wherever 
explained ; and being held in the hand of faith, refrefh all the fpiritual. 
fenfes, and are the jay and rejoicing of the heart. Or elfe, 

idly , By Chrift’s cheeks may be meant his prefence with his people, and 
the manifeftation of himfelf unto them in his word and ordinances. Thus* 
the prefence of God is frequently called his face in feripture ; as when faints 
are faid to feek his face, or he is faid to hide his face from them, which are. 
to be underftood of God’s withdrawing his prefence from them, and their 
defire of enjoying it. Thus Chrift’s prefence with his people may be fee: 
forth by his cheeks or face, which when they enjoy, they fie him in his beau¬ 
ty, behold him in his glory, and are ravifhed with his love; and this may 
be (aid to be as a bed of fpices, as fweet flowers , for nothing is lb defirable 
and delightful to believers as this ; walking in the light of Chrift’s counte¬ 
nance is far preferable to walking among beds of fpices, where the moll fra¬ 
grant plants and odoriferous flowers grow ; nothing that is earthly and fair* 
fual, with all its affluence and pleafure, can fo ftrike the carnal fenfes, as tho 
prefence of Chrift does the fpiritual ones. Or elfe, 

idly. The cheeks being the feat of modefty, balhfulnefs, and blulhfofti 
may intend the humility of Chrift, which appeared in his affumption of our 
nature, and throughout the whole courfe of his life, and more efpeoaHy at 
hi$ death: And this is a very great ornament to him, and renders him very. 

3 delightful: 

! So Foliot 8 c Tig. verf in loc. 8 c CajpatJiiw in Sanft. in lot* 
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delightful w> his people ;,hdw lonely does the meek and lowly Jefus look, how 
beautiful! are thole blulhing cheeks of his, who, though he was etptal With 
God , yet was found in fajhion as a man \ and though pofiefied of all divine 
perfe&ions, and tranfcendent excellencies, yet always fpoke modeftly of him- 
felf, and did not feek his own, but his Father’s glory, and the good of his 
people. ' 

Secondly, Which is indeed, the fifth particular inftance of his beauty, lhe 
defcribes him by his lips, which lhe fays are like lilies, dropping fweet fmell- 
ing myrrh ; lips being the inftruments of fpeech, by them may be meant the 
words of Chrift ; which are like lilies, i. For purity *, tfhe words of the 
Lord are pure words, as ftlver tried in a furnace of earth, purified feven times . 
Chrift’s words are free from all pollution and defilement, from all fcurrilitjf 
and raillery, from all deceit and hypocrify, and from all human mixtures 
whatever *, and therefore his word is called the finceremilk of the word. 2. His 
lips are compared to lilies for the beauty of them ; and I fuppofe that not 
white lilies are here meant, but purple or red lilies, of which Pliny d fpeaks^ 
the flower of which, he fays, fome call the the rofe-Iily: So Maimonides * 
fpeaks of red lilies, by which he interprets TYll the rofe, which he fays have 
a good fmeli, and of them it is faid, his lips, like lilies. Cant. 5. 13. and 
alfo R. AlJhech on the text. The beft of thefe grew Antioch and Laodicea y 
and thefe bell fuit with lips, for not white but red lips are accounted the 
moll beautiful; and therefore Chrift compares the church’s lips to a thread of 
fcarlet, an Ch. iv. 3. There is a beauty and lovelinefs in all Chrift r s words ; 
they are pleafant ones, they are gracious words, or words of grace which drop 
from.his lips 5 and indeed how can his lips drop any other? His fpeech 
cannot be but always with grace, and with grace fulnefs, when grace itkjf is 
poured into his lips. 3. They may be compared to lilies for the finenefs, thin- 
nefs, foftnefs» and delicatenels of them ; thinnefs as well as rednefs adds 1 a 
beauty to- the lips. Chrift’s voice was not heard, his lips did not move in 
letting forth his own praifes ; for he fought not his own, but his father’s glo¬ 
ry ; he did not bear witnefs of himfelf*. for he had another which did it for 
him ; he did not fpeak for himfelf, but his words and- actions fpoke for him ; 
he did as Solomon advifed* Prov, xxvii. 2. Let another man praife thee, arid! 
not thine own mouth ; a ftranger, and not thine own lips. 4. They may be 
compared to lilies for the fweet odour of them: Chrift’s lips drop fweet fineit- 
ling myrrh ; his words, his gofpel, and the doftrirves of it diffufe an agree¬ 
able favour; to fome they are the favour of life unto life: And though they 
are*, the favour of death unto death to others, yet that does not aVife from- 
Chriftrs words in themfetves, but is-owing to theiV being rtjedted^ flighted* 
and contemned by men. 5. They may be compared to. lilies, for the glory^ 
and majefty of them. : Chrift fays, that Solomon, in all his glory, was not " 
rayed like oh# of the 'titles of the field: Ghrift’s words come with authority,> 
and are clothed 1 w*ich po&QV,, ’The voice of the Lord is powerful,' the voice if r 
the Lord is full of PfaU Jtxix, 4. -•* ^ 
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Again, Thcfc lips of Chrift are laid to drop fweetfinelllftg ikytrb ; for. the 
conftruftion is sot with lilies but with lips *, for myrrh does not drop from 
lilies, but raiy be (aid to do lo irom Chrift*s lips. And herd We may corv» 
fider, 1. The matter of thole words which drop from Chrift 9 * lips, which is 
laid to be as fweet/welling myrrh . 2. The manner of the delivery of them, 

which is dropping . 

\ft t The matter of Chrift’s words is like fweet /melting myrrh. t».Grate¬ 
ful and acceptable as filch j Chrift*3 lips drop the fweet fuelling myrrh of 
peace and reconciliation to rebellious iinners, pardon to guilty ones, reft 
to tliofe that are burdened, comfort to the diftreffed, and life to all his people : 
This he did in the-days of his flefli, and ftill continues to do by his miniftring 
fervants, who are his lips, by whom he ipeaks, and are thought by f fome 
to be chiefly- intended here ; and fo will his lips drop fweet fuelling myrrh, the 
words of eternal life, when he fliall fay, come ye blejfedof my Father 1 ,'inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world 2. His lipi 5 
drop words, for matter lik t fweet fmelling myrrh, preferving from rottennefe, 
putrefa&ion and corruption: Chrift’s Words preferve from the corruption of 
fin, his doctrines are according to godlinefs \ they are fo far from '• having a 
tendency to encourage perfons in fin, that they are the belt antidote Xnd pre- 
fervative againft it ; the dottrines of grace teach us to deny ungcdltnefs and 
worldly lujls ; they are the means of implanting and maintaining principles 
oppofite to them- They alfo preferve from the corruption of falfe doc¬ 
trines, which are pernicious to fouls, and eat as do n canker ; but Chrift V 
words are wbolefome ones, and thofe whofe hearts are eftabliflied with them 
are not carried about with divers and firange doctrines \ nor are they tojfed to 
and fro with every wind of error, but retain their fteadfaftnefs in Chrift Jefus ; 
likewife wherever drift's words come with power, they preferve from going 
down to tie pit of corruption ; for Chrift fays, chat whofoever keeps his fayings, 
/hall never fee death , i. e. the fecond death. 

i.dty 9 The manner of the delivery of drift's words ; which as the matter 
of them is grateful, this is graceful, and is faid to be dropping ,• 1. Gradu- 
dually, and not all at once -, Chrift did not fpeak all at ante to his difciples^ 
but by little and Jkde, as they were able to bear it i they had nbt their light; 
knowledge and comfort all at once \ no more have faints riow, not muft they 
cXpcfl: it; we are firft babes, then young men^ and then fathers in Chrift. 
a. Seasonably, ox proper times, as the wancsa&d neceffities of hispeople re- 
quire ; for God bath given him the tongue of the learned, that he may know 
bad to fpeak a word in feajbn to him that is Weary, Ifa. 1. 4. 3. Con- 

ftandy 5 his lips dropped fweet: fmelling myrrh when ort>earth, and ftill drop it 
now he is in heaven 5 fee that je refufe not him tbat fpeuketb ; that now fpeak* 
eth* continues to fpeak, and will do fo until ad his people are gathered in. 
4. Powerfully and effe&ually 1 though his words do but drop, yet they drop 
with power, they make and leave impreffions where they drop; they work ef' 
feStualfy in thzm tbat htlieve. 5. Yet fweetly and gently * nor likchaftyfcnd 
fuddatfhowers of rain, which beat down the grafs and corn, but as rain that 

[ Ambrof. Pfelltts, Carpath. 6 c Rupert, in Sand, in loc. 
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drops gently- and mildly, and fo is acceptable to the earth, and makes it Fruitful* 
My doftrine jhall drop as She rain , my fpeecb Jhall diftill as the dew , &c. Deut. 
xxxii. 2-. Now this graceful and agreeable manner of his delivery* as well 
as the grateful matter of his words, render him very acceptable to his church,, 
and /hew him to be a moft excellent perfon, and the cbiefeft among ten tboufand 5 
which is what /he attempts to demonftrate, in this defcription, to the daugh¬ 
ters of Jerufalem . 


Ver. 14. His hands are as gold'rings fet with the beryl: His belly 
is as bright ivory , overlaid with fapphires. 

T HESE words contain the fixth and feventh particular inftances of 
Chrift’s beauty, or diftingui/hing characters of him, whereby he might 
be known from all other beloveds, and wherein he was preferable to them. 

L She defcribes him by bis bands *, which /he fays, are as gold rings fet 
with the beryl. 

II. By bis belly or bowels i which Ihe fays, is as bright ivory overlaid with 
fapphires. 

I, She fets forth the beauty and lovefinefs of his bands,, by comparing 
them with gold rings fet with the beryl , which is the fixth particular inftanced 
in ; and by his bands may be meant, either, 

ifi , T^he munificence and liberality of Chrift, manifefted in the diftribis- 
ti.ons of his grace to his own people ; all grace is in Chrift’s hands, being put 
there by God the Father, as,an inftance of his love to Chrift, as mediator, 
and his regard to thofe whom he made his care and charge *, The Father lovetb* 
the Son , and hath given all things into his bands , John, iii. 35, all fulnefs of 
grace is in Chrift, of juftifying, ianftifying, pardoning and adopting grace ; 
all the bleffings and promifes of the covenant are in his hands ; all fulnefs 
of wifdomand ftrength,. light and life, peace, joy and comfort is with him *.' 
which is all lodged in his hands, in order to be diftributed to God’s chofen 
ones. Chrift, as the afcended Lord and King, received gifts for men y and as* 
fuch, gives them to them.: The d^ily experience of fouls teftify it, for of 
bis fulnefs we all receive , and grace for grace. Chrift does alhtjhis liberally, 
and upbraidetb not * he does not do it with a reflection on our unworthinefs^ 
nor, does he hit ua on the teeth of our manifold fins and trangreffions j as 
does opt ^idihold the bleffings of grace from thofe they belong tb* fo wheat 
he givep, iV hp does not do.it grudgingly, but freely and chearfully ; not fpa-v 
ringly bnft^jdenieGuflyi he openeth his hands wide, and largely communi*!) 
cates to hi 3 people i all which he does wifely and prudently, at fuch times 
and in inch ways, as »vqUl;beft fuit with their , wants and neceffities ; for as .■-a^ 
wife and faithful jleward pfGod’sgrace, he gives to every one their portiofo 
of dye feafon. An<^ how, thefe hands ofi Chrift’$, whith fo faithfully' 

and wifely, fo liberally, freely and largely diftribute the bleffings of grace to> 
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the faints, ire as beautiful and lovely as hands acterhedi #Mth £0/# rttysl "fo 
with the mofr valuable precious ftones * How glorioui ttBjS'JXe appear to 
the eye of fifth, as exalted to be a frinct and a Saviourrepentance 
unto KtztVy akd forgivenefs of fins, with his hands full of grace; 1 and a heart 
to give K?‘How beautiful do both his right and left hand look, in whole 
right-hand is length of days , and in whofe left-hand are riches and honour? 
Or elfe, 

2 diy, By bis bands may be meant his power in working: Chrift’s hands 
have always been aftive, My 'Father worketh hitherto, and I work, i e . I 
have been working," and I continue to do fd. Thbfe hands of Chrift, Which 
are faid to be as gold rings; &c. laid the foundations tof the heavens and the 
earth, formed all things out of nothing, rear’d up the beautiful ftrufture of 
the untverfe^ and filled it with fioptt inhabitants ; fbr without him was not 
any thing made that was made : and in doing this, his hands look like gold 
rings i there is fhine, a luftre on them' 5 the glory of the divine perfeftiohs 
appears in them *, the heavens declare his glory, and the firmament fheweth his 
handy Work \ ttiefe hands alfo bear up and fdppbVt' the pillars of the earth-, 
and in this he appears to be the brigbtnefs of his Father’s glory , and the ex- 
prefs image of his p erf on, in that he upholds all things by the word of his power: 
Theft hands likewife hold the reins of government; the government of the 
■whole univerfe in general, as well as of the church .in particular, is in the 
hands and upon the fhoulder of our Lord Jefus Chrift; but in nothing does 
Chrift’s hands appear more beautiful and lovely, like gold rings fet with the 
beryl y than in grafping, holding and retaining the faints y who are put into 
his hand by God the Father, where they are fafe and fecure, for out of his 
bands none can pluck: How beautiful do the hands of Chrift look, in holding 
^thofe bright ftars, the minifters of the gofpel there ; for he holdeth the feven 
Jlars in bis right-band ; and more do they appear fo, when we view all the 
faints there, who are fo many gold rings, jewels, pearls and precious ftones in 
Chrift’s efteem. Or elfe, 

%dly. By his hands may be meant, his works performed by his almighty 
power ; as lips being the inftruments of fpecch, intend ChriflV words in the 
former verfe, fo hands being the inftruments of aflibn, may intend his works 
jfi this •, fuch as the works of creation and providence, which are all formed in 
a beautiful order, in a delightful connexion with’, ‘and an agreeable fubordi- 
pation and fubferviency to each other ; his Works of miracles here on earth, 

all which were a fliineof deity, and were a demonftratioh o£ his being the 
y^tMeJfiah and Saviour of the World y and niOrC efpecially his works of grace 
ap<jl redemption, which may be fafdto be as gold'rings fet with the veryl. 
1/ For the perfeftion of them: The circular lorrti is accounted jjie moft 
perfed, and therefore thfjr are compared to gold rings, which, are. pf fuch a 
form. Chrift is a rocki, arid his 'work is perfect , and particularly this of re¬ 
demption: He does none of his works by halves, and efpecially this, which 
he never left till he could fay, it is finifhed ; and fo being made perfect him- 
felf through fufferings, having peffedly fulfilled both the preceptive and penal 
part of the law, he became the compleat author of eternal falvation to all them 

that 
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that For the excellency and glory of them \ gold rings arc 

valuapj^ .beautiful anfi Jprqamental: All Chrift’s works.of grace zxtgkriou* 
and biqourable> and more efpecially this of redemption, in which the glory ' 
of 4lthe‘three perfohs, and the glory of all the divine perfections, is mani- 
feftly display’d, and.eternally fecured ; bis glory is great in thy falvation, Pfal. 
kxi. 5. 3. For the. variety of them ; gold rings in the plural number are 
here mentioned : (Thrift's works of grace are many and various, they are 
more than can be reckoned up ; and even in the work of redemption, there 
is an admirable variety ; many are the things which he has wrought out, 
brought in, and procured by his precious, blood fuch as a juftifying righte- 
oufnefs,/pardon of fin, peace and reconciliation, liberty of accefs to God, 
deliverance from all enemies, fin, fetan, hell and death, 4. ChrifFs 

hands in working out rede/nption, may be faid to be as gold rings fet with 
the beryl. This is one of the precious (tones in the high prieft’s breaft-plate, 
mentioned in Exod. xxviii. 20. and is one of the pearl-foundations of the new 
Jerufalem, Rev.xx ii. 20. The appearance of the wheels in Ezekiel's vifion is 
faid to Be like it, Ezek . i. 16. ana the body of that great perfon, who appeared 
to Daniel , Ch. x. 6. is laid to be as this (tone; fo that it is no wonder that 
(Thrift's hands fhould be faid to be as gold rings fet with it. 

The Hebrew word, Tarjhijb , hereufed, is fometimes the name of a perfon, 
and at other times the name of a place, and is ufed fometimes to fignify the 
fea ; and naturalifts 1 tell us, that the beft beryl is that which moft refembles 
the colour of the fea : Thus all the three Targums on Exod . xxviii. 20. call it 
NO* DV 13 crum yamma , from its being of a fea colour ; and Junius and Tre- 
mellius here render it beryllus thala£ius y the fea coloured beryl . This ftone is 
found in India , and being carried about by perfons, is faid b to infpire them 
with courage, to help them to conquer their enemies, and to put an end to 
ftrifesand controverfies. (Thrift, whole hands are faid to be as gold rings fet with 
beryl\ in working out man’s redemption, difeovered the utmoft courage, re- 
folution and magnanimity of mind \ when he was bearing his Father’s wrath, 
fuffering the fevere ftrokes of juftice, and grapling with all his and our enemies, 
when he was defected by his friends, forfaken by his God, and infulted by his 
enemies, h t failed not, neither was he difcouraged\ when he fawthat there was 
none to give him' the leaft afliftance, his own arm brought falvation to him ; 
‘he flood the field, fought the battle al.one, got an intire victory over all enemies, 
fin, fatan and the world, faved us out of the hands of them all, and put an 
end to that grand controverfy between God and us, occafiqned by fin; he 
repaired that breach, made up. that diftance, and reconciled thofe two con¬ 
tending parties, by making peace between, them, through the blood of his crofs ♦ 
5. Some think that th ^ Cbryfolite is here meant, as 4 ^fworth and others ; 
which is a precious ftone c of a golden colour, from whence it has its name \ 
it is mentionedin Rev. x$\ f io. and is fai.d d to be good againft melancholy, 
fear and folljf’i and to fill the mWd with" courage, chearfulnefs and wifdamj 

which 

* Plin. 1. 37. c. Solin. c. 65. Ruaeus de Gemmis, I. 2. c. 8. * AlbertusMagnus, 
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Wfrich Being sAplfetf tb Chrflfs hands in'marking otlt rt^ctfbdcn, ifra^fW 
that thrift not Brtly performed tfiil work with coiirage* tint tWth thearfol- 
Aefe, and alfo Wfth the otmoft wifddm; life wiftlom appeal \h afi the works of 
hishsndfc, ak'the pfalmift fays, Pfdl civ. 24. 0 Lord , £0*0 manifold are thy 
works ^ tn wifdom baft thou made them atl\ but m none more thahln this of 
redemption, wherein be bath abounded towards us in all wifdom and prudence \ 
this wis fo well contrived, and fa folly effe&ed, that all the divirie perfec¬ 
tions are glorified in it; he has herein fecured the glory of juftice and holi- 
refs, as well as given the greateft difplay df his grace and mercy ; he has fa- 
tisfied a broken law, deftroy’d fin, atid yet faved the finner \ herein ap¬ 
pears tbt manifold wifdom of God ; there is fuch a vaHety of it, and fuch a 
glory in rt, that angels are amazed at it, and defire to look into 1 if. 'Chrift, 
as the gfeat redeemer, is not only the power., but alfo the wifdom of God , 
For in hhn are bid all the trettfnres of wifdom and knowledge j of whidi he 
gave the fofleft proof when he was concerned in this work. 6 . Others think 
that the Hyacinth or Jacinth, is here intended: Pagnine renders it full of 
precious ftones ; tike Hyacinth. The Vulgate Latin y and Tiguririe verfions, 
tender it the feme way. This is likewife mentioned in RVo. xxi. 20, e It 
is of a violet or purple colour ; for which reafon the flower fo called has its 
name: Alfo rt is faid 1 to be good againft the bitings of venomous hearts, and 
being worn on the finger, and put about the neck, keeps ftrangers Fafe, and 
tenders them grateful to their haft. The bluilh and purple colour of this 
ftorre, and its ruby veins, which fome fay it has, may reprefenta crucified and 
bleeding Chrift, when his precious hands, which are as gold rings, wrought 
but finals falvation ; by whofe blue wounds and purple ftreams of blood fouls 
have a cure for every difeafe, and particularly for thofe wounds which their 
fms, thofe ftOTpions within, and fatan that old ferpent without, have made 
In them, for by his ftripes we ate healed ; it is the pitcious blood of Chrift, 
and fpotlefs righteoufnefs and glorious redemption wrought out thereby, 
which being applied by the fpirit, and laid hold on by faith, preferve fouls 
fafe from ail enemies and evils, as fin, fatan, law, hell and wrath, and which 
only render them grateful and acceptable to God; for faints are only accept - 
ri in the beloved on the foot of redemption, and upon the account of his 
/mg righteoufnefs; for the Lord is well pleafed for his righteoufnefs fake y 
lufe he hath magnified the law , and made it honourable , Ifa.xHi. ii.'j. Others 
ImVe thought, that the Sardonyx is intended, as Cocceius This is an Ara - 
akrfgrm, and one of the principal ones; it is a cotnpofitlon of the Sardius, 
and Onyx ftones, as appears from the name ; it is of a white and ruddy co- 
k»r, and much refembles the nail of a man’s hand, fet in flefh, both' for colour 
(alrd fmoothnefs. This is aHo mentioned in Rtv. xxi. 20. and may reprefent 
the glorious deity, innocent humanity, and bloody fufferings of Chrift, 
whole hands have obtained eternal redemption for us ; it was necefiary that he 
fllould die, m order to fatisfy for 6ur 11ns, 'which he could not have done, 

had 
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iad badyffijy fin of Ju$4)wn ; neither would the {offerings *©f this innocent 
perfon^ J»Yje been fofficient, had he been a meef creature, arid not truly 
iGod^ ;.jifcw by the previous blood of Cbrift that we are redeemed, and -by thfe 
Jb^ood of Chrift, as j <if 4 lamb without fpot and blmifh*, and what made this 
f blood powerful and efficacious to fuch a purpofe, is the influence of the di¬ 
vine nature : AH thefe three may be obferved in one verfe, Heb . ix. 14. 

IX. Shedefcribes him by his belly, which, {he fays, is as bright ivory over¬ 
laid with fapphire s. The h generality of ancient interpreters underftand by 
belly, the human nature. of .Chrift, which is expreffed by this part, beciaufe of the 
.frailty and w.eaknefs of it; Chrift’s human nature, though not attended with 
iinful, yet with all finlefs infirmities; he was encompaffed with them* and 
was a man of furrows, ■and acquainted with griefs ; and yet, like ivory, was 
firm, conftant and immoveable in fuffering ; being fupported and ftrengtheri- 
ea by the divine nature, he appeared to be the wan of God’s right-hand, 
the Jon of wax whom he made firong for himfelf; and like bright and white 
ivory, pure,, holy, innocent and fpotlefs; and now like bright ivory overlaid 
with fapphires, being glorified and exalted at God’s right-hand. Thus the 
fapphire is ufed to exprefs the glory and majefty of the divine being, in 
Exad. xxiv. 10. 

The Septuagint render it thus, 1 bis belly is (W ivory box upon a fapphire 
Jtone . And this ferves very well to reprefent the belly, and may very aptly 
-be applied to the human nature of Chrift, in which the fullnefs of the Godhead 
dwells, and difplays its glory ; but the words may be better rendered, bis bowels 
are as bright ivory , &c. So the lame word is tranflated in ver. 4. and may ex- 
prefs the love, grace, mercy, pity and compaffion of .Chrift to poorfouls ; which 
may be compared to bright ivory . 1. For the valuablenefs and excellency of it * 

the ivory is the tooth of the elephant, and is very valuable : Solomon made 
himfelf a throne of it, and overlaid it with gold, f e. ftudded it, and en¬ 
amelled it with, gold,,asthis is faid to be with fapphires: Nothing is fo valuable 
asChrift’s love ; the brighteft ivory, the richeft jewels, -moft precious ftones, 
and.excellent.iapphires, are-not to be compared to it; his loving ktndnefs is 
better than life,, or all the things which render life comfortable and delightful. 
2. For the purity, fincerity, andchaftity of it; there’s no fpot, ftain or blemilh 
of hypocrify,and deceit in it, but like pure bright ivory, is without the leaft 
fully or tatnifh > nor is there nny. reafon for jealoufy of it, both the ivory 
and the fapphire are obferved to be prefervatdves of chaftity; and though 
God’s children, are often jealous of Chrift*s love, yet they have no reafon for 
it, for .as he loves them above all others, fo he loves none but them in that 
way ; and he refts in his love towards them, and is the fame yejlerday, to day, 
and for.eye* v 9, For the fimHiefs, conftancy, and durablenefs of it; ivory 
is firm and Jotting, Chrift’s love' is fo, ft is from everlafting to everlafting* 
always the fame, never varies, and will continue fo fpr ever; for having 
loved his own which were in the world , he laved them unto the end . 4. For ks 
xeviving, refirelhing, and -ftrengthening nature 5 ivpry, to which Chrift’s 
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bowels are here compared, is Cad k Qot be a igfcat ftraltgthener of >tWi 
bowels, and inward parts. Chrift’s love being Jbed abfeadMajri hearts^ r®» 
vives our fainting fouls, puts new ftrength it»to our graces; and makes usfidt 
ajhamtd pr confounded, even in a day of trouble. 5. It is libbubm^ht ivory 
overlaid with fapphires, i. e. either covered with them, as the word fignifieS, 
or rather enamell’d with them. Of this precious ftone frequent mention is 
made in fcripture -, it is ufed to exprefs the glory of God, Exod. xxiv. 10. 
and the throne of his majefty is faid to be as the appearance of it, Ezek. 1. 26. 
the beauty of the Nazarites is reprelented by it, Lam. iv. 7. and the glory of 
the church in the latter day, Jfa. liv. it. it was one of the precious gems in 
the high prieft’s brcaft plate, and one of the foundations or the new Jerufa- 
lem. Some of the Jewifh writers 1 fay, that the two cables in which the law 
was engraven was made of this 1 it is a very clear and tranfparent gem of 
a cserulean, or Iky colour, fhining with golden fpecks ; it is faid " to help 
thofe thatare bitten with fcorpions, to defend the heart from the infeftion of poi- 
fon, and to cure inteftine ulcers : This may all ferve to fet forth the glory and 
excellency of Chrift’s love ; it is this oil of love, grace, and mercy, which be¬ 
ing poured in by the good Samaritan , heals the wounds that fin has made, 
and preferves from the dreadful effects of its poifon and venom. Albertus 
Magnus fays, ■ that the fapphire creates peace and concord, and renders the 
mind pure and devout to God ; but whether this be fo or no, it is certain 
that the love of Chrift, difcovered to a poor diftreffed finner, produces calm- 
nefs and ferenity of mind, creates a peace which pajfeth all underjlanding , re¬ 
moves that enmity, and weakens the remains of it, which is naturally in the 
heart of man againft God, Chrift, his gofpel, people, ways and ordinances; 
there’s nothing attrafls our love to Chrift as this does, we love him becaufe he 
firjl loved us : nor is there any thing that more engages our hearts in afts of 
obedience to him, than this ; it is this which lays us under obligation, con¬ 
strains us to, and enforces on us a regard to all his commands and ordinances, 
and makes us moft chearful in our obfervance of them. 

But there are fome interpreters p who think, that not any part of the body 
is here defcribed as the belly or bowels, but rather that fome covering of thofe 
parts is intended ; and indeed it does not feem fo agreeable with the rules of 
decency, nor confident with the fpoufe’s modefty, to defcribe her beloved 
by thofe naked parts to the daughters of Jerufalem , any more than it does 
with the fcope of the place, which is to give fome diftinguilhing marks and 
characters of him to them, that they might know him from another ; but 
thefe parts being out of fight, and not expofed to public view, a defcription 
of them could be of no fervice to them in this refpeft 5 nor indeed, does 
what is faid ferve fo much to commend the belly, as it does fome covering 
of it. R . Aben Ezra thinks, the girdle about the loins is here meant 5 and 

if 
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tf fo, it tnajt Attend either -Chrifrs royal gif&e* which is a girdle of righted 
oufacfe^nd faichfu]nefs> alt his regal adminiftratlons 'being performed, as well 
according to the ftrifteft rules of juftice and equity, as with the utmoffi wif- 
dom and prudence ; or elfe his prieftly girdle* which is called a goldtrt ote. 
Rev . i, 13. and is, no doubt, an allufion to what the high prieft wore •, or elfe 
the covering intended may be the embroidered coat of the high prieft, which 
covered his whole body, whofe embroidery were holes or inrifures, in which* 
as Jarcbi « fays, were put jewels and precious ftones ; and To dSTHe church 
described Chrift as a prince before, fhe is thought to defcribfe him here 
as a prieft: or rather the ephod with the breaft-plate is here intended, in 
which were twelve precious ftones, and among the reft, the fapphire 6n Which 
were engraven the names of the twelve tribes of Ifrael ; arid it is certain, that 
the Targum on this place has reference to it, for it mentions the ftones orte 
by one, with the feveral names of the tribes engraven on them j and this may 
reprefent Chrift as the great high prieft, bearing all his ele£t ones upon hli 
heart in heaven, having enter’d there in their name, to appear and plead 
for them, and to take pofleflion of glory for them in their ftead, until they 
are brought into the aftual enjoyment of it themfelves r . 

Ver. 15. His kgs are as pillars of marble , fet upon fockets of fine 
gold: His countenance is as Lebanon , excellent as the cedars. < 

* 4 

T HESE words contain the eighth and ninth particular inftances of Quiffs 
beauty, given by the church to the daughters of Jerufalem, or diftin- 
guidling charafters of him, whereby they might know and difeern him from 
all others: And, 

I. She deferibes him by bis legs ; which, lhe fays, are as pillars of marble*. 
Jet upon fockets of fine gold . 

II. By bis countenance j which fhe fays is, ifi, As Lebanon. idly y Excel¬ 
lent as the cedars . 

I. She deferibes him by bis legs ; which, flie fays, are as pillars of marble, 
fet upon fockets of fine gold \ which is the eighth particular qf this glorious deferip- 
tion of Chrift. The word tranflated legs may as well be render’d thighs ; 
which may very well be compared to marble pillars, both for form and co¬ 
lour \ efpecially when we confider that it does not appear that the ancient 
Jews did in common wear any thing upon their .thighs and legs, but only 
fandals upon their feet; or perhaps, by thighs may be meant, the a femoralia 
or garments on the thighs, which were wore by the priefts when they mini-, 
ftred in holy things. I have obferved, that fome interpreters think, that 
fome garment of the high prieft, either his girdle, or his embroidered coat, 
or the ephod. With the breaft-plate, is intended by the belly , in the latter part 
of the preceding verfe: So that as Chrift was deferibed as a prince before, 

he*Sj 

1 In Exod. xxviii. 4. r See a difeoarfe of mine, called Levi’i Utiffl and Thummim 
found with Chrift, p. 34, 35. ? Bp. Patrick in loc. 
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he’s -nbw dfefcHbed as a frieft; whfch -flefcAption may ■bg^taWcd oA^rf. 
Thefe hmoraUat or garments for the thighs, were made linen, £**£ 

xxviii. 42. ahfljfo are very aptly reprcrcnted by white fnarbtfej they are iHb 
faid to be made of fine twined linen, ExoA. xxxix. 28- WKkUTthe Jewifli 
Rabbins* lay was of thread fix times doubled, and therefore ftreft breeches 
muft fit very full and ft'rff, Wkc pillars of marble ; and this mary ict 1 Forth the 
pure and fpollefi righteoufnefs at Chrift, which is called, m Rev . xix. 3 . fine 
linetiy clean and white \ 5 tis this which covers our nakednefs, hides the in> 
purities of our nature, and renders us acceptable unto God. Moreover, bel¬ 
low thefe breeches of the prieft, was the hem of the holy tribe, round about 
which were fet pomegranates and golden bells, which, perhaps, may be 
meant by the Jackets of fine gold , on which thdfe pillars of marble were fet ; 
and may intend the glory and excellency of the righteoufnefs of our great 
high prieft, Chrift Jtfus. 

Moreover, in this defeription, the churdh feems to take in thighs, legs 
and feet; his thighs and legs are compared to pilars of marble , and that 
very aptly ; his feet are intended by the Jackets of fine gold , which either ri- 
fpe&s the fandals bound about the feet with golden ribbands, or the c cuftefh 
pf fome, who ufed to adorn their ihoes with gold and precious ftones ; and 
that nothing may be wanting to fet off !her beloved, as thernoft excellent, 
lhe reprefents him as having fuch fandals or (hoes upon his feet. And now 
Chrift’s legs being faid to be as pillars of marble , &c. may denote, 

ijt y The ftrengjh and power of Chrift to bear up and fupport what is or 
has been laid upon him. Much of a man’s ftrength is in his legs; thefe 
are by Solomon called the Jlrong mn y Eel. xii. 3. and are the pillars and fup¬ 
port of the body, which, when they begin to bow themfelveSy ’tis an indica¬ 
tion that this earthly tabernacle is ready to be diffelved. Chrift is the rock of 
ages, in whom is tvorlafitng Jlrengtb *, his legs are as pillars of marble , fet upon 
Jackets of fine gold , firm and immoveable, lafting and durable. 1. To bear 
the weight of the whole univerfe. A The earthy with all the inhabitants thereof , 
would foon be dijfolved , did not he bear up the pillars of it \ as he has made 
all things, fo he upholds all things by the word of his power .; both worlds, 
with all the created inhabitants Of it, have their dependance on him, and are 
upheld by him ; for as he is before all things , fo by him do all things conjift. 
a. To bear che whole weight of the covenant of grace: It was thebufinela 
ot the Levites to bear the ark of the covenant; but Chrift is the covenant it- 
felf • he is fb both materially and fundamentally ; he is the matter, fum and 

fubftance 


* Vid. R . David Kimchi in lib. Shorafh. rad. Maimon. Cite Hamikdojh. c. 8. § 14* 
Jm-cBiinExod.z6. 1. '• This isTnciitioncd i by l P%, , l.(9. c. 35. and 1,-37. c * 

aJfo appears from thofc verierof MamlUs, 1. 5. dejoargantB: 

Ferqoecaput dix&i lapidrs, per colla, manufque 
Et pedibus ntou fulleront aurea vincla. 

4 Several Jewifh writers, by the pillars of marble , underftand the fix days work of creation 
^ry kttrptfts-dm of the righteous) on which die world is founded; and,by. the 
Socket t ofgoU, the doctrines of the law, JSbtrh^btrm Kahba*in loc. fiemidbar lUbfaa, fftsaih. 10. 
Vajikia Kabba, parafli. 25. 


4 



Ve*. S O ^ c/ 8 O N.Q & 37^5 

fubftanoe of it 9 he is die bafis and 1 fbundatle^ of it 5 all the blelfings of it 
ape upon him, and all the piomifes of it ar\ iii him 9 yea and amen: a Tis 
Dhis which, makes the covenant of grace, wrth all its blefiings and mercies, 
fare, and renders it preferable to the covenant of works* becaufe h is efttir 
llijhed upon better prmifeSy which promifes are upon a better foundation, and 
that is the Lord Jefus Chrift. 3. To bear all the perform of the ek£t. At 
the kgs of a man bear and fupport the whole body, foChrifi’s legs, which 
areas pillars of marble , bear up and fupport his whole body', the church: 
Thus Chrift bore and reprefented the perfons of the efedt, iff the efverhfting 
covenant, and received ail grace for them; and fo he did, When fit hung 
upon the crofs, when he died and rofe again ; and fo he does rtdwy ffe is iti 
heaven, even as Aaron bore the names of the children of Ifrael upon his 
fereaft-plate, for a memorial before the Lord. 4. To bear all their fins and 
tranfgreffions : So Aaron bore the iniquity of the holy things of the children 
of ljrael ; and fo did the fcape goat bear upon him their iniquities, unto a 
land not inhabited ; and therein were both types of Chrift, who was mani- 
fefted in our nature for this purpofe, on whom God the Father laid the ini¬ 
quity of us all, and who aftualfy bore it in his own body on the tree; and 
by fo doing, made fatisfaftion for it. 5. To bear all the punifhment due to 
fin : Sin being laid on him, he, as the finners furety, bore the whole weight 
of his Father's difpleafure for it j he had not the feaft abatement of his wrath, 
but fuffered the fevereft ftrokes of his juftice ; and yet he failed hot, nei¬ 
ther was he difeouraged. , or was not broken ; it was enough to have* broken 
the ftrength of men and angels ; but he ftood up under it, bis kgs being as 
pillars of marble , fet upon fockets of fine gold . When God baniihed Cain 
from his prefence, as an indication of his difpleafure for his fin, he cried out. 
My punifhment is greater than I can bear *, and indeed, Who can fiand' in his 
fight when once he is angry ? And yet, What was this to what Chrift bore, in 
the room and ftead of the eledt ? 6. His legs are as pillars of marble , &c. to 
bear the whole care and government of his church. The govermnent of the 
church in general, is upon his fhoulder ; and indeed, no other ftioulder is 
capable of it but his, who is the mighty God 9 the everlajling Father , and 
prince of peace: It may be faid of him in a much more eminent fenfe, what 
PWfaid of himfclf, 2 Cor . xi. 28. tha ttbe care of all the churches was upon 
him ; the care of every particular believer, as well as of the church in gene¬ 
ral, is upon Chrift ; for they cajl their care upon bm y who careth for them. 
7. They are fo, and need be fo, to bear all the burdens of his people. There 
was a complaint of the Jews in Nehemiah' s time. Neb . iv. 10. that tbeflrengtb 
of the bearer of burdens was decay’d 5 but no fueh can be maeje of Chrift, 
who is the bearer of his peoples burdens; for his legs are as pillars of mar¬ 
ble 9 &c. he has feid, Pfah lv. 22. Cajl iby burden upon tbe£crd y and he 
Jhall fufiain thee ; he has both willmgnefs and ability, a heart and a hand to 
do it. 8. To bear up his people under all their affti&ions, trials and temp¬ 
tations ; in all their affHtfions he is affiifted ; he fupports and upholds them 
then with the right hand of hh.righteoujhefs *, he foffers no temptation to befal 
them, but what he gives ftrength proportionate to it, that they pay be able 

to 
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to bear it ; he comfortably, .parries tbenj., through all th* difficulties of life; 
and will not leave them, till he has brpught^them to glory i t .tpr ( sven/0 hoary, 
hairs he will carry them \ he has made % and, he will bear them* • 9. To bear 
them up and keep them from falling ; he is able to do it, and hc.will do it \ 
he is that pare foundation on which their fouls being built, the gate* of hell 
cannot prevail againft them ; and though they may be attended w*th many 
failings and infirmities, yea, with many (lips and falls, yet they fhall never 
fall totally and finally, for he upboldeib them with his hand . 10. His legs are 
as pillars of marble y &c. to bear all the glory of bis father s boufe ; for as he 
builds the temple y ’ti$ proper that he fhould bear the glory. Adam had a great 
deal of glory put upon him, in being made after God’s image and likenefs, 
and in being the reprefentative of, and a federal head unto all his pofterity, but 
he being in bonour y did not abide long; the crown was too heavy for him, it 
foon fell from his head, he being a mutable creature •, but Chrift is the fame * 
yejlerday y to day y and for ever ; and will for ever continue to bear the glory, 
of the God-man and mediator, which no mere creature is capable of, being 
no ways able to effed the work. And now, when we oonftder all thefe things* 
Chrift’s legs had need be, as indeed they are, as pillars of rmrbU y fet upon, 
fockets of fine gold . 

2 dly y By Chrift’s legs may be meant, e his ways and paths, which he has 
trod in ; for as legs are for the fupport of the body, fo they are likewife the 
inftruments of walking; and may intend, either, 1. Chrift’s ways of love, 
grace and mercy in the covenant, wbofe goings forth in it were from of old*> 
from everlajling ; thefe were like pillars of marble y firm and conftant; his, 
counfels of old are faithfulnefs and truth , and like fuch, fet upon fockets of fine 
gold y glorious and excellent; the fteps which were then taken, the meafures 
and methods that were then concerted, were all to advance the glory of the 
three divine perfons, as well as to bring about and fecure the falvation of Tin¬ 
ners: Or, 2. The path of the incarnation, which he trod in, as never any 
did before or fince; it was a wondrous ftoop, a furprizing inftance of his, 
mighty grace, that he Ihould come down from heaven and converfe with, 
mortals on earth, in our nature; and the manner in which this was dc>ne 
is no lefs amazing, as well as it is an indication of his love to bis people, to 
be a partaker of the fame flelh and blood with them*. Or, y ; Jijs, walk and 
converfation here on earth, which, like pillars of marbk, was always upright, 
ev^n and conftant; he never went awry or ftep’d afide from; the path,of : 
rigbteoufnefs and holinefs, but always afted in a perfect cpnfprmity- to the 
law of God, which he made the rule of his obedience; and uppn the whole 
of his conduftand converfation, ther$ appeared a beauty, glory and luftfe^ 
fo that his legs looked like, marble pillars fet upon fockets of fine gold. Qr 
eHe, 4. His walks in his churches, which are his golden candlefiicks y . anjoflg, 
whom hfe (flights to be, and to whom his pretence is very beautiful and glo¬ 
rious, delightful and defirable. Or, 5. His providential cjifpenfatiqns tp;hj», 
people, which are fometimes finding out \ for his way_ is in .the fea^ and) 
his path in the great waters, io that bss footfieps are not knovw ■: 

* So Sl Thomas and Beda in Sanft. in loc. 
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• fometitoes -to come forth againft his people, \in a way of"anger,and ,difplea- 
iuce; and then bis feet sit like unto fine brafs* as if they burned in. a furnace, 
as they arc rep relented in 'Rev. i. 15. but yet thefe are, (1.) Like pillars* 
ftreight and upright; for he is righteous in all his ways* and, holy in all his 
works'* and though wicked men, and fometimes God’s own children, through 
pteyijnnds, impatience and unbelief, may fay that the Lord?$ way is not equal* 
yet his is always equal , and theirs unequal. And, (2.) Like pillars of mar¬ 
ble* are firm and con ft ant, for he is in one mind , and who turn him ? 
And what isis foul defiretb , even that he doth. And, (3.) They, are like fuch 
pillars* Jet upon fockets of fine gold * the bafis and foundation, of them are 
liis eternal purpofes and decrees * for he worketb all things after the cowfel of 
his. own will * and thefe will all appear exceeding beautiful and glorious, 
when the book of purpofes, and the book of providences are opened, and 
Jaiuts behold that delightful harmony and agreement which is between 
than * then will they fing the fong of Mofes* and of the Lamb, faying. Juft 
and true are thy ways* thou king of faints , who Jhall not fear thee , &,c. for 


thy judgments are made manifeft , Rev. xv. 3, 4. 

fqfily* ■li'hefe legs may fee forth the power of Chrift, in treading under and 
trampling upon all his and our enemies: So his legs were like pillars of 
warble* ike . when, he hung upon the crofs, who then trampled upon, and 
triumphed over fin, latan and the world ; and fo they are now, he is in hea¬ 
ven, for he muft reign until he bath put all his enemies under his feet . Chrill’s 
legs and feet, in the government of his church, and in thefubduiog of his ene¬ 
mies* are not like the legs and feet of Nebuchadnezzar' s image, in Dan. ii. 
33. whole legs are Laid to be of iron * and bis feet part of iron and part of clay* 
which were eafily demoliihed and deftroyed ; but Chrift 5 s kingdom, being a 
more glorious, durable and lading one, yea, an everlafting one, as in ver. 44. 
therefore his legs are here compared to pillars of marble* and his feet to 
fockets of fine gold \ his head and his feet are both of fine gold, which diews 
that his kingdom is glorious and excellent, and preferable to all others ; and 
becaufe Chrifl’s legs and feet are;fuch, hence the faints are more than conque¬ 
rors , and fhall have all enemies trodden under their feet. 

4 thly* f Some by thefe legs uqdfrftand ChriftVapoftles, and the minifters 
of the gofpel ; who bear the name of Chrift, carry his gofpel, run. to and 
fro, arid diffu k the favour of bis.knowledge in fyfry place ; are pillars in his 
hoiife, are iriftrumdnts to fupport and ftrengthen his inhered and are marble 
ones, condarit'and immoveable in their work, cannot be diverted) from ir, 
either by the frowns or flatteries of the world \ and . in the difeharge of thtir 
work,, are verybeautiful, how beautiful are the feet of, him that bringeth good 
tidings f \ arid\what makes their feet fobeaptiful ? beca,ufe they are as it were 
fhod witn gold ; they axt fhod with the preparation of the gofpel of peace , with 
the golden .truths'of the gofpel ^ and this makes them look like pillars of 
marble , fet upon fockets of fine gold . , v , 

II. She deferibes liim by his countenance* > which is the ninth particular in- 
danced in : By this is meant his whole fhape, form, appearance or peifonage; 
and this die fays is, ... .1 Ftrft * 

f Foliot in loc. & Ambrof. & Carpath. in Sanft. in Ioc, 
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Fir ft. As Ltbantn, which intends either, 

\ft. The mountain of Ltbantn, which was a large and g66dfy mountain, 
abounding with fruitful and fragrant trees, fituated on the north fide of the 
land of Canaan ; to which Chrift may be compared, i. For the height of iti 
Chrift, *as God, is over all , blejfed for ever: As God-man and mediator, he 
lias a name given him above every name \ he is higher than the kings of the 
earthy or than all the angels in heaven; he is of a more excellent nature, and 
has obtained a more excellent name than they . 2. For pleafantnefs ; Lebanon is 

called by MofeSy that goodly mountain , which, before his death, he had a great 
defire to fee. Chrift's countenance, form or perfonage, is more glorious 
.and excellent than Lebanon , or any other mountain whatever; he is the bright - 
nefs of bis father’s glory , and the exprefs image of his perfon . 3. For the 

Iruitl ulnefs of it: Lebanon was a fruitful mountain for vines and cedars ; on 
Chrift all thole trees of righteoufnefs grow, which are the Lord's planting 
from him they receive their life and nourilhment, their verdure and fruitful- 
nefs, and by him they are fupplied with all needful grace, for in him all 
fulnefs of it dwells . 4. For the fragrancy of it: Hence we read, that the 

faints ftnell is as Lebanony Hof xiv. 6. the trees and plants which grew there, 
were very odoriferous, and diffufed a grateful fmell to paflers by. Chrift's 
perfon, grace, righteoufnefs, facrifice, and all that belong to him are exceed¬ 
ing favoury, to believers; and hence it is that he is in this fong compared to* 
fpikenard, myrrh, camphire, the rofe and lily, &c. Or elfe, 

2 dly y It maybe meant of the foreft of Lebanon . * Some think that /he 

has a regard in this part of the defeription to the attire of the high prieft, in 
whofe garments were curioufly wrought the figures of animals, trees and 
flowers j fo that when he had his robes on him, he might be thought, in 
lome meafure, to refemble a foreft, and partiariarty this of Lebanony which 
was efteemed the moft excellent 5 and fo may be expreflive of the glory and 
excellency of Chrift, as our great high prieft, who far exceeds Aaron and all his 
fons. Or elfe, 

3 dlyy It may be meant of the temple, which is fometimes called Lebanon* 
as in Zecb . xi. 1. and it may be very well called fo, becaufe it was Chiefly 
made of the wood of Lebanon: And Chrift may be very well compared unto- 
it, for the ftatelinefs and magnificence of it, as well becaufe that i\\ that be¬ 
longed to it, or were performed in it, were eminently typical of hiril, and 
did glorioufiy prefigure him 5 and hence he calls his body 'the temple, in 
Jobn y ii 19. 

Secondlyy She fays that his countenance is excellent as the cedars which grew in 
Lebanon \ and her meaning is, that as the cedars in Lebanon were the cholceft, 
and were preferable to all other trees, fo was Chrift her beloved unto her. 
Saints are compared to cedars- See Pfal. xcii. 12. and Numb . xxiv. 5,' 6 , But 
Chrift is the chief cedar, the ehoiceft of all the cedars, in whom thefe are 
planted and take root, and by whom they are made fruitful: To thefe-'fbrt 
of trees Chrift may be compared for their tallnefs, ftatelinefs, fragfahey' and 
durablenefs •, but thefe and all other things falling ftiort to exprefs his beauty, 
and fet off his greatnefs, /he concludes the defeription in the Following words. 

. ----- "" Ver. 


* Bp. Patrick in loc. 
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Ver. 16. Former part. His mouth is mofi fweet, yea, he is altogether 
lovely. 


I 


j * 4 


N thefe words we have, 

f 

I. The tenth and laft particular inftance of Chrift’s beauty, or diftingui- 
lhing chafafter of him, whereby he might be known from all other be¬ 
loveds ; bis mouth is mofi fweet, or fweetneffes . 

II. A comprehenfive fummary of all his excellencies and glories; yea, he 
is altogether lovely . 


I. She here defcribes him by his mouth, which, Ihe fays, is mofi fweet, yea* 
fweetnefs itfelf, and that in the higheft degree of it: And by Chrift’s mouth 
here may be meant, either, 

i fi The words of his mouth \ In this fenfe is the word ufed, in Prow 
v. 3. and viii. 7. and by them may be meant, the doftrines of the gofpel, 
which are the gracious words that proceed out of Chrift* s mouth ; and are 
fweet to a believer’s tafte, adminifter fpiritual refrefhment to his foul, and 
are prefered by him to his neceffary food: Likewife the precious promifes of 
it are the words of Chrift’s mouth, which if ever fpoke to any purpofe to a 
believer, they are fpoke by Chrift ; and when they are fo, they are exceed^ 
ing fweet, and fill the foul with an unfpeakable fatisfaftion. The kind invi¬ 
tations of the gofpel, alfo are not to be excluded, fuch as Ifa . Iv. j. Mat. xi. 
28. Rev. xxii. 17. which manifeftly fpeak out the love and grace of Chrift 
to finners ; and when applied with power by the blefied fpirit, are exceeding 
fweet, comfortable and refrelhing to the confciences of diftrefied finners. 
Moreover, the comforts which Chrift fpeaks to his people, either by his fpirit 
or by his minifters, may be included here * as well as his commands , which 
alfo are the words of his mouth, which he has enjoined us the obfervation of, 
and which are no ways grievous* but joyous to a' believer; efpecially when 
he has the prefence ot Chrift, the difcoveries of his love, and is under the in¬ 
fluences of the fpirit of grace whilft he is engaged in acts of obedience 
to them : Thefe ftatutes and judgments of the Lord,’ as they are right and juft 
in themfelves, fo they are to believers, more to be defired than gold , yea, than 
fine gold \ fweeter alfo than the honey or the honey comb •, for fuch i9 the grace 
of Chrift, that what he has made the believer’s duty, he alfo has made his 
privilege* and hence it is, that all wifdom’s ways are 'ways of pkafantnefs to 
him, and the-words of Chrift’$ mouth are carefully regarded by him. Or, 

idly. TheRifles- of Chrift's mouth may- be here intended, or the fenfible 
manifeftations of hia-Jove and graete to fouls, which are what the church 
earneftly defired, in Chap. i. 2. than whfeh, nothing can be more delightful ■ 
to the faints : * Thefe*give them more pleafute and fatisfaftion than all die things 
this world cant afForth; but btith thefe feem to be intended before, viz. 
the words of hi$ mouth 1 'by his* lipSi and tlie rtranifeftations of his love by 1 

C c c 2 his 

* So the Targum and R. Sol. Jarchi in loc. 
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his cheeks ; and therefore, perhaps, fomething different from thefe is defigned. 
here. And, • a 

3^/v, Some b think, that thrift's voice and the found of it are here meant: 
This is not omitted in that glorious defeription of Chrift which John gives, in 
Rro. i. and which bears fome relemblance to this, pnd is there faid to be as 
the found of many waters. Now' if it is not intended here, it docs not appear 
jn this whole deicription * and whether the word be trinflated, 4 be throat , 


viouiby or roof of tty mouthy as it.may .be either,. they are all die inftruenents 
of the voice, and fo may be expreiTive of it,; Moreover, nothing is more 
common with lovers than to admire each ogthei’s-voica. Chrift was taken 
with the church’s voice, and therefore defired to hear it, in G&.TL 1-4. faying. 

Let me hear thy voice - for fweet is thy voice ; and no wonder then that the. 

church lhould admire Chrift *s voiqe, and that it ihould make fuch fweet mu- 
fick in her ears, as it feems from hence, it did; his mouth or voice is mofb 
fweet, I am charmed with it, and fo would you, O ye daughters of Jerufa • 
Urn, did ye but hear it. , 

The voice of the lawisharlh and unpleafant; it pronounces guilty, curfew 
and condemns ; it is a voice of wrath and terror > it is a foul-cutting and 
foul-killing one *, it is a voice of words, . and of words that are not;grateful y 
and therefore thole who had once heard it, entreated that- it might #0/ befpoketi 
to them any more : But the voice of Chrift in the gofpel, is exceeding fweet* 
delightful and alluring; and no wonder it.is fo, for it is a voice of love, 
grace and mercy ; it fpeaks peace and pardon, and brings th<t agreeable news 
or life and falvation by Chrift, to Toft Tinners; it is alio the voice.of the 
church’s beloved, of him whom ihe. loves with all her heart and foul, and. 
therefore muft needs be fweet unto herit is what The is well acquainted, 
with, perfectly knows, and can diftinguilh ftoma ftraijger’s ; nor is the; •ever¬ 
more delighted, than when under the found ofjit: Hence, in Ob. viii. 13. Ihe 
fays, as it is commonly underftood, O thou that iwellefi. in the gardens, where, 
the companions hearken to thy voice , and are charmed and raydhed with thole, 
warbiing notes of thine, caufe me alfo to hear it ; for no ,confort of mufick. 
whatever is equal to it. 1 v , 

4 thly, The word tranflated mouth , may be render'd Utfity as it is in. Cb . 
ii. 3. or rather tty palate or roof of the mouth , which is the inftxument of tail¬ 
ing, as it is in Cb.vii. 9. and as the roof of the church’s mouth is,there, 
commended by Chrift, Why rnay not the roof of Chrift’s mouth be here, 
commended by the church ? Chrift has a palate or tafte, that, as Job fays,. 
Cb. vi. 30. can difeern perverfe things ; diftinguilh between the precious and. 
the vile, knows the difference between the good and bad, and can tell, 
what food is bell for his people, and what a portion of it is neceflary for 
them, and therefore gives to every one of them their portion of meat in due, 
ftafon ; he has a tafte that difrelilhes all carnal and earthly things, even in. 
his owft people, as well as others, that favours nothing but what is fpi- 
ritual; a believer being a compound of flelh and fpirit, the fpirituabpart. 
of him favours the things of the fpirit y and the carnal part the things of the 

3 flfo* 
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fiejh ; but Chrift having no’flefti, no carnal part in him, favburs nothing but 
the things of the [pirit : Hence he provides no food for his people blit what is 
wholefome in itfelf,. and favoury to them ; and they may very fafely eat of it, 
when Chrift, whofe tafte ts moft fweet , has prepared it for them, fet it before 
them, and bid them welcome •, nay more, he himfelf fits at the table, and fups 
with them and they with him. Again, his tafte is moft fweet, i. e. the tafte 
of him is fo ; Come, tafte and fee, fays the pfalmift, PfaL xxxiv. 8* that the 
Lord is good ; and every regenerate fotil finds him fo : Chrift, and all of Chrift 
is fvveet to a believer’s tafte, his perfon, grace and righteoufnefs; what he is 
in himfelf, and what he his done for his people, are all fo ; and heiiCe the 
church could fay, in Ch. ii. 3. by good experience, His fruit was fweet unto 
my tafte. Or elle, 

' jthly, And laftly, By Chrift’s mouth may be meant, c the breath of his 
mouth, which being moft fweet, wonderfully recommends him to the church’s 
love and affeftion. 1 Job 9 s breath was ftrange to his wife, but Chrift’s is fweet 
to his people, nay, fweetnefs itfelf; and by it we may underftand, either,. 
1. The exprefTions of Chrift’s love to his people : Wicked men breathe out 
threatnings, cruelty, ruin and deftrudtion to God’s children ; but Chrift 
breathes out nothing but love, grace and mercy ; fury is not in him, but mer¬ 
cy is, tor with the Lord is mercy, and with him is plenteous redemption ; it is 
true, the breath of the Lord is like a ftream of brimftone , even an overflowing 
ft ream, to deftroy the wicked, for with the breath of his lips fhali he flay them ; 
but it is like an. overflowing ftream of love, grace and mercy, which abounds 
and fuperabounds towards his people in their everlafting falvation. Or, 2., It 
may be underftood of Chrift’s mediation. The prayers of believers are 
called their breathing,, in Lam . iii. 56. Chrift’s prayers, mediation and in- 
cerceflion, upon the account of his people, may bear the fame name. Now 
this is moft fweet,- and is therefore compared to incenfe\ it is fweet and ac¬ 
ceptable unto God, and what lweetens and perfumes the faints facrifices of 
prayer and praife ;• and hence it is that the prayers of the faints are called 
odours . See Rev . v. 8. and*viii; 3, 4. Though, 3. A late d writer thinks, 
that this may as well be referred to Chrift’s breathing upon, his apoftles, when 
he bid them receive the Holy Ghoft, whith was one of the fimfhing adtions of 
his life on earth, as this rs the finifhing part of his defcription:here ; and indeed, 
Chrift’s breathing the gifts and graces of his holy fpirit upon his apoftles then, 
and upon his churches and minifters in all ages fince, he having the fulnefsof 
it with-him, renders him exceeding amiable and lovely to them. 

II. She fums up the whole character, and clofes the defcription of him, in 
faying. Tea, he is altogether lovely, or 6 he is all defire , as the Septuagint read 
it, or albdefires, as it is in the Hebrew text ; he is exceeding defirable to be¬ 
lievers ; ther$ isvhonei in heaven or in earth they defire befides him ; and one 
oi the chara&ers which he was known by, under the old Teftament, was, the. 
deftre of all nations : 'And now what makes him fo defirable to the church and 
to all believers, are, 1. The divine excellencies and perfeftions which appear 

; ■ .in 

c So San<ft. in loc, d Bf. Patrick in Ioc. c DHDH3 1^31 0^05 Sept* 

Totus ipfe defideria, Mercer . Ar. Montanus . Totus defiderabilis, Vulg, Lat , Coc . 
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in his perfon* .for i* torn dmlletb all the fulnefs of the Godhead bodily. 
There is no perfection‘or excellency in the deity, but what m^y be found in 
Chrift; an<f if there can be nothing that is excellent in any creature, cither 
in heaven of earth, but what is eminently fo in him, and therefore he mud 
needs beadelirable perfon. 2. The mediatorial qualifications he i$ poffefled 
of i he ha$a fulnefs of the gifts and graces of the fpirit in him, which qua¬ 
lify him as man and mediator for his office ; he has a fulnefs of fitnefs for it, 
and a fulriels of abilities to carry him through it, which render him a fuit- 
able and a defirable high pried unto us. The fulnefs of grace, life and 
falvation in him, makes him altogether defirable to iouls ; when they can fee 
nothing in themfelves, and all in Chrift, an emptinefs in the creature, and a 
fulnefs in him, that it is in vain to expeft falvation elfewhere; but that 
there is enough in him to anfwer all their wants, prefent and future, every 
thing that will make them comfortable here, and happy hereafter; how can he 
be otherwife than exceeding defirable to them ? 4. His agreeable carriage and 

deportment towards fouls, render him fo *, which is fo wife and prudent, fo 
loving, tender and compaffionate, fo meek and humble, fo courteous and af¬ 
fable, and attended with fuch an air of familiarity, that it at once fixes our 
eyes upon him, attracts our affections to him, and makes him all defires 
unto us. 5. The names and titles which he bears: He has a name that is 
above every name 9 which awes and commands our fear, being full of majefty ; 
and he has a name which draws our love, being full of fwpetnefs, which is 
that Tweet and precious name Jefus y which is as ointment foured forth % and 
therefore do the virgins love him ; and fo are all thofe names which are given 
him, in Ifa. ix- 6. 6. The characters he bears, and the relations he (lands 

in to his people, make him exceeding defirable to them ; and indeed, 
how can he be otherwife than fo unto them, when he (lands in the relations, 
and bears the characters of a tender hufband, an indulgent father, a loving 
brother, and a faithful friend ? 

Again, If we read the words as they are tranflated in our bibles, he is alto¬ 
gether lovely y we may obferve, 1. That Chrift, and all of Chrift, is lovely 
to believers j he is fo in his perfon, in all his offices, in his people and in his 
ordinances; nay, the word of Chrift, or what may feem the moft fearing 
and frightful to others, is lovely to the faints, as the crofs of Chrift, re¬ 
proaches and lufferings on his account; for though they are not lovely in 
themfelves, yet they are for his fake, and are therefore preferred by believers, 
to the pleafures of fin, and profits of this world. See Heb. xi. 25, 26. 2. That 
ther^is a perfect lovelinefs in Chrift; every thing in him is lovely, and there 
is nothing lovely but what is in him ; he is comprehenfively fo. If the church 
is a perfection of beauty y and is perfectly comely, through the comelinefs which 
Chrift has put upon her ; he mud needs be lb from whom Ihe has it, even al¬ 
together lovely. 3. That he is fo to all: He is lovely to his father, as he is , 
his own fon, the dear fon of his love ; and as he is man and mediator, en-" 
gaged in our caufe, as having afiiimed our nature, and obtained eternal re¬ 
demption for us ; he is fo to all the holy angels, many of which defeended at 
his incarnation, and fang his praife, miniftred to him in his (late of humilia- 

ation, 
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ation, attended on him when tempted in the wflclernefs, and When in his ago¬ 
nies in the garden, and gazed with wonder and delight upon his glorious per- 
fon, as they accompanied him in his afcenfion to glory : Hence this is fold to 
be one branch of th t great my fiery of godlinefs, that God y who was manifeft in 
the fleJh-> was fern of angels , and appeared lovely to them i and fo he is to all 
the faints, {ox to them that believe he is precious j and indeed, is fo to all but 
Chriftlefs finners, who fee no beauty, form or comelinefs in Him, wherefore 
they fhould defire him. 4. As Chrift is lovely in Himfelf, and lovely to all 
others, fo it is he that makes all the faints loVely to God ; there is nothing in 
them, or done by them, that can render them grateful to him they are only 
accepted with him in the beloved; he is pleafed with Chrift and his rightebuf- 
nefs, and with them as confidered therein. He muft needs be lovely, yea, 
altogether lovely , that makes all the faints lovely too. 

Now the church having given fuch an ample defcription of her beloved to 
the daughters Jerufalem, they might from henceforward ceafe to wonder, 
why fhe, who was the faireft among women , was fo deeply fallen in love with 
Chrift ; why fhe made fuch a itir about him, was fo much concerned at his 
abfence, was fo diligent in her fearch of him, and gave them fo ftrift a charge 
concerning him •, as well as they need not now be any longer at a lofs to know 
who and what he was, lhe having given fuch diftinguifliing charafters of him * 
and having done this, fhe clofes all with claiming an intereft in him, and ap¬ 
propriating him to her own foul, in the latter part of this verfe 9 fhe having a 

clear fight of him, and her faith more ftrengthened in him. ' r 

, ' \ 

; .1 , ; , :•< 

Ver. 16. Latter part. - 'This is my beloved, and this is my friend, 

O daughters of ferufaietn. ' I V 

. J I * 

T H E church having given a large defcription of Chrift, in the preceding 
verfes, to the^ fatisfaftioti of the enquiring daughters of Jertifalein ? 
doles the account of him with a'comfortable appropriation of him toiler 
own foul, and a holy boafting of liitn before others, which fhe does by’con- 
Jidering him under thofe two characters 5 

■- ' * •; ;■ *. -.v ; 

1 . Asher beloved. 

II. As her friind. :i ■ y *; 


I. She points him out to the daughters of Jerufdlem , arid diftinguifiWs him 
From all other beloveds, and bo&ffis of Him in the vieWs bf her iqtereft in him, 
under the chafafter of her beloved\ which fhews, 1. That her l6ve and’affedtion 
to him wert ftrong and ardent, fuch as niany waters Cotiltf not qUen'ch, rior flfty 
thing feparate from -, though foe was forfhken by him, abd hid fuffered rrtripi 
from the watchmen and keepers of the walls, for the‘fake of him ; fhdh’ah 
fought him with*a great deal of’care' and diligence' tqiittte^Urpofe-, fheiftiil 
called aloud, and with great importunity herfelf, and had made'ufe of the 
intereft of others with him, and;yet could not prevaikupop him to flie^him- 
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fill; fhe couk% neither fee him, hear him, or get any tidings of him; yet 
notwithstanding p\\ he is her beloved jhii. 2. It befpeaks the flrength 
of her faith in hjni ; for notwithstanding the ienie ot fins and infirmities, 
which (he now had, the delations, temptations, iufivrings &c. which (he 
was attenoed wit!), yee llie could fay, This is my be lov'd: this is the trial of 
faith,- ar>d, herein lies die glory and excellency ot it, when a fouj can believe 
in the dark, or as Abraham did, believe in bop agamft hope *, herein the church 
acted in i'ome contormitv to Chrift her head, who, when upon the ctofs. 


the agonies of death, deferud by. his friends, and forfaken by his God, yej: 
ncvcrthelefs could lay. My Gcd, ray God , why baft thou forfaken me.?- ,3.. 
This Oiev^s that Chrift only was her beloved ; that (be had Angled him out 
from ail others, and that lie was, in her ell*eem r preferable to all others: 
There is none among all the angels in heaven, nor any among all the Tons of 
men on earth, neither is there any creature enjoyment whatever, comparable 
to him; and it is as it (he fliould fay, .la others take their beloveds tp 
themfelves, the idols ot choir own hearts, their carnal luffs and fenfual plea- 
jores, whom they have chofe;, for my part I ingenuoully confels that this 
excellent perfon, whom I have juft now delcribed unto you, is only my he- 
loved ; him I have .chofe, and I .defire no ocher; and now I leave you to 
^judge whether there j$ any comparifon between him and others. But having 
;n^et. with this charafter already in tfijs fang, 1 (hall not any longer in.fift on it 
^ but proceed, 

TI. To confider the other character which fhe gives of him ; this is my 
friend r . There is a mutual friendlhip between Chrift and believers; he calls 
them his friends in ver. 1. of this chapter, as the church does him in this ; and 
fe is-worthy of obferv4tion,chat the very fame-chara&ers of beloved and frier.d, 
which Chrift gives to his church there, are given to him by his church here ; 
it being ufual for them in this fong to take up each Others words, and return 
them. Thisoharafter of a friends undoubtedly fuics Well with Chrift ; in open- 
mg of whi<#, 1 i(utl endeavour, ftrft r To give fome inftanccs and proofs of 
CnrilFs friendiliip to his pfcople. Secondly , to (hew the tranfeendent excellen- 
lencyof this friend. And, Thirdly , Confider in what manner the church here 
delivers herfelF. 

Firft t It will be proper to give fomc infiances of Chrift’s friendlhip to his 
church and people ; from whence it will manifeftiy appear, that he juftly de¬ 
fences fuch a charader. And, 1. His engaging as a furety for them, is a 
manifeft indication of it; when our caufe was defperate, he engaged in it ; 
wjKa iuftice was ready to give the blow our tranlgreflions deferved, he in- 
terpoled and averted it, and took if upon himfelf; when he knew that wp 
fcould run through all our ftock, and become bankrupts, he became our 
bondTm^t* and engaged to pay the whole debt; when he faw that we fhould 
fall into the depths of finjrnd mifery, he undertook to bring us out of them, 
dearnc us from all fin, clothe us with his righteoufnefs, and fafely conduit us 
to*glory: And mull not all this be efteemed a proof of Chrift’s friendlhip fo 
\ " us? 

■ j - • > 

* 5 F! Hib. ivl*t*>ncdr pv, Stpf. Et ipfc eft amicus meus, Vulg. Lot. Et ifte feciui 
Ar. Mam tom. ftUrctr . Et is eft metis confers, Jig. 



Ver. 16. . SONG t / 8 . 0 NG S. 385 

u s ? 2. His dying for us is another: This is the greateft aft of friendlhip 
among men, for one man to die for another ; Greater love bath no man than this y 
fays (Thrift, John xv. 13. that a man lay down his life for his friends ; but 
Chrift has given a greater inftance of friendlhip than this, in that he has laid 
down his life for his enemies 5 for when zve were enemies , we were reconciled 
to God by the death of his fon: O matchlefs love! unparalleled friendfliip! 
3. He has paid all our debts; our fins are called fo in fcripture, and a large 
fcore of them we have run ; we owe ten thoufand talents , and have not one 
farthing to pay ; and to prifon we muft have gone, where we ftiould have 
kin until we had paid the uttemofi farthings had not Chrift engaged to do 
it, which he has aftually done by making fatisfaftion to law and juftice; on 
the account of which, God the Father has cancelled the bond, crofs’d the 
debt-book, and difcharged both linner and furety ; it was an aft of friendlhip 
now, to be bound for us, but ftiil a greater to pay the whole debt. 4. He 
has purchafed ourperfons, and procured all things needful for us; we are 
not our own } but are bought with a price , which price is not corruptible things , 
as filver and gold , but the precious blood of Chrift Jefus, which he has Ihed 
for the ranfom of us : For a king to give a large fum of money for the ran- 
fom of any of his fubjefts out of Algiers , or any other place of flavery, is an 
inftance of his beneficence, humanity and friendfhip to them ; but was he to 
give himfelf a ranfom for them, it would be an unheard of one ; but Chrift 
has done this for his people, and thereby redeemed them from the flavery of 
the law, fin, fatan and the world; and not only this, but has wajhed them 
from their fins in his own bloody ft ripp’d them of their filthy garments y and 
clothed them with change of raiment ; nay, has procured an inheritance 
for them, of which he now gives them the pledge and earneft, and e’er 
long will put them into the full pofleflion of it: And now to do all this for 
perfons who are intirely undeferving of it, is an inftance of friendlhip indeed! 
5. Not only fo, but he is alfo gone to glory, to take pofleflion of it in our 
name, room and Head, that fo we may not be under any fear of lofing it, or of 
being by any means deprived of it, and in fo doing, afts the part of a loving 
brother, a trufty co-heir, and faithful friend ; as well as he is gone thither alfo 
to prepare a place for us, that it may be readyCor us, when we, by his fpirit 
and grace are made ready for that. 6. His lifting the p^it of an intercefibr arid 
advocate for us with the Father, is another inftance of his friendlhip; he ap¬ 
pears in the prefence of God for us 9 prefents our Cervices and petitions to him, 
pleads for' every bleffing we ftand in need of, for converting, pardoning, 
adopting, fanftifying and glorifying grace, and .anfwers all fatan’s charges 
and accufations;; and in fo doing, mews himfelf friendly to us; 7. He fup- 
plies all our wants 5 he has all ’ grac^ treafured up imhis perfoh for this pur- 
pofe, and he does-not withhold" it from his people'; but at proper timefi^ 
chearfully and freely diflributes it, accohhftg as their wants and neceflities re¬ 
quire ; and this he does, not merely for their impOrtUniries-fake, butbe- 
caufe they are his friends; when- difccaifolate; he comforts them ; when 
tempted, he fuccours them; when diftrellfed he relieves them ; when hun¬ 
gry, he feeds them -; when tick and wounded, heheals them, and difchatges 
all the good offices of a friend unto them. 8. He fhews his friendfhip to us, 

D d d and 
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and maintains it by the kind and comfortable vifits which he makes to us; 
for though he may abfent himfelf for fome time, yet he will not leave us 
fomfortlejSy but will come and fee us, and vifit us with his falvdtton ; which is 
fuch an aftonifhing piece of friendlhip, that we have reafon to fay as the 
Pfalmift, Pjal. viii. 4. IVbat is man that thou art mindful of him? and the Jon 
of man that thou vifiteft him ? 9. Whenever he pays thofe vifits, it is with fuch 
an air of freedom and familiarity, as renders them exceeding delightful, and 
juftly entitles him to this character; it was his free, courteous and affable 
deportment to men in the days of his flelh, which occafioned the pharifees, 
by way of reproach, to call him a friend of publicans and ftnners ; and fo free 
and familiar are his converfes with his people, in a fpiritual way •, he talks 
with them as one friend may with another *, he walks with them, nay, he fits 
down at table with them, fups with them, and they with him. 10. He 
fhtws himfelf to be a friend unto them, and that he looks upon them to be 


his friends, by difclofing the fecrets of his grace unto them: Hence fays he 
to his difciples, John xv. 15. 1 call you not fervants ; for the fervant knoweth 
not what his lord doetb ; but I have called you friends ; for all things that 


I have heard of my Father , I have made known unto you: He lay in his 
Father’s bofom, and fo was privy to all his fecret thoughts, counfels, pur- 
pofes and decrees, and makes a difeovery of them to us, fo far as is need¬ 
ful to advance our good and his glory ; for the fecret of the Lord is with them 
that fear him : And he will Jhew them his covenant , ^PiaL xxv. 14. 

And laftly, His friendlhip appears in the good and wholefome counfel 
which he gives unto us •, which being taken, is always ufeful, and infallibly 
fucceeds, being given with the utmoft wifdom, and the greateft faithfulnefs; 
of which, fee an inftance in Rev. iii. 18. Nay, his reproofs for fin, as well 
as his advice in diftrefs, are exceeding friendly, and ought to be taken fo ; 
for, as the wifeman fays, Prov. xxvii. 5, 6. Open rebuke is better than fecret, 
love. Faithful are the wounds of a friend ; but the kijfes of an enemy are de¬ 
ceitful. Thus much may fuffice for fome inftances and proofs of Chrift’s 
friendlhip to his church and people. I come now. 

Secondly , To Ihew the tranfeendent excellency of this friend this is my< 
friend ; he is a nonfuch; there is none like him, or to be compared with 
him •, for, 1. He is a friend that fticketh clofer than a. brother ; which may be 
exprefiive of that near union there is between Chrift and believers ; they are 
as if but one foul actuated them, and indeed, but one jfjpirit does, which is in 
Chrift without meafure, and in believers, in meafure ; for he that is joined un¬ 


to the Lord is one fpirit . Chrift ftands in a nearer relation than that of a brother* 
to his church ; he is her head and hufband* her bofom-friend, Ihe is fiejb of 
his fiejbj and bone of bis bone ; though all thefe relations fall Ihort of fully ex- 
prefflng the nearnris, ftriCtnefs and indiffolublenefs of this union: Or elfe, 
this character may intend that fympathy and affection which Chrift.beats to.his 
people in all their afflictions, forrows, fufferings, temptations,, defertions, fins 
and infirmities ; as well as fignifyjhis clofe adherence to our caufe, who haying 
once undertook it, never left it till he had compleated what he had engaged 
to do; all which fhews. the tranfeendent. excellency of this friend. 2. He 
is a conftant friend, one that loves at all times» he was a friend, to us, when 


3 


we 
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we were enemies to him ; and merely by his love and afls of friendfliip to us* 
he overcame us, flew the enmity of our natures, and of enemies made us 
friends ; and continues to be a friend to us in all the adverfities and afflidtions 
of life.; When men are in profperity, they have ufually many friends ; but 
when the day of adverfity comes upon them, they foon forfake them ; but 
Chrift does not treat his people fo, he is a friend to them in adverfity, as well 
as in profperity ; he knows their fouls then, when no body elfe will; he owns 
them for his own, and treats them as his friends, and fo he will continue to 
do, even until death •, and at that time will not fail to fllew himfelf friendly 
to them, no more than he will at the day of judgment, when he will pub- 
lickly own them before angels and men, to be his friends; fet the crown of 
figbteoufnefs upon their heads, and give them an admittance into his Father’s 
kingdom and glory. 3. He is a faithful friend; we may fafely tell him all 
the fecrets of our hearts, he will not betray us ; w.e may truft him with 
our all, he will never fail us; and though the prophet fays, Mic . vii. 5. 
Truft not in a friend, and put not confidence in a guide ; yet we may fafely truft 
in this our friend, the Lord Jefus Chrift, who will be our almighty God , and 
our trufty and faithful friend and guide, even unto death . 4. He is a rich 

friend ; fuch an one is often ufeful and needful: A man may have a friend 
that has a heart to help him, but not in a capacity ; but Chrift, as he is 
heartily willing to help us, fo he has an ability to do it; he is poffefs’d of 
unfearcbable riches , and thefe he diftributes among his friends ; for it is from 
thofe riches in glory , which are in Chrift’s hands, that all the wants of his 
people are fupplied. 5. He is an everlafting friend: A man may have a 
friend, but this friend may die, and then all his dependance on him is gone; 
but Chrift ever lives, and ever lives to be a friend unto his people; death 
parts the belt friends, and puts them into an incapacity of ferving each other ; 
but here is no fear or danger of this in Chrift, over whom death fliall no more 
have the dominion. 6. He is an unchangeable friend ; he is always the fame, 
yefterday , to day , and for ever . Sometimes little trifling things feparate chief 
friends , but nothing can feparate Chrift and believers ; his mind never changes, 
his affedtions never cool, nor are the communications of friendfliip ever cut 
off; his ears are not open to every idle ftory, nor is he tempted to break 
off friendfliip with his people, by their unkindneffes and ingratitude unto 
him. But, 

Thirdly, A little to confider the manner in which the church delivers her 
felf in thefe words, which appears to be, 1. In the ftrength of faith; flie 
could comfortably appropriate Chrift to herfelf, under each of the characters 
here mentioned ; and though lhe had not the fenfible manifeftations of 
Chrift’s love to her, which flie was defirous of, and had not thofe vifible 
inftances of his friendfliip lhe had formerly experienced, yet flie did not 
doubt but that he was both her beloved and her friend . 2. She feenis to fpeak 

in an exulting and rejoicing manner; hler foul was filled with joy mfpeakable 
and full of glory, as an effedt of her faith, in an unfeen Jefus; and indeed, 
fhe had all the reafon in the world to rejoice in the views of her intereft in 
fuch a beloved, and in fuch a friend, whom lhe had before deferibed. 3. She 
feems alfo to fpeak in a kind of boafting manner, this is my beloved, a?id this 

D d d 2 ;' ‘is 
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is my friends and' indeed, believers may do fo ; for -ttobbgh they may not 
glory in theHlfelves* rior in any thing done by them, yet they may in Chrift, 
and in what he has done for them ; and fo the plalmift Drini tii hp/sl. xxxiv. 
a, who fays,* jfcft fhiA jball make her boaft of the <Lord: And thus the church did 
here, before the daughters of Jerufalem ; and what effeft this 1 Whole difeourfe 
of her*s ; had upon them, may be feen in the foUowing words. 


c ^ a t Vi. 

Ver. i. Whither is thy beloved gone, O thou fair eft among women l 
Whither is thy beloved turned afide I that we may feek him with 
thee'. 7 • 


T HE church having anfwered the former queftion of the daughters of Je- 
rufaian, to their fatafadfion, by giving them an ample account of 
her beloved, what he was, they proceed to another queftion, and afk, whi¬ 
ther he was gone, which we have in this verfe: In which may be confider’d, 

1 . The title or appellation they give her, or their manner of addrefling her \ 
O thou fairejl among women. 

IL A queftion propofed by them to her, which i$ ajfo repeated ; Whither is 
thy beloved gone ? Whither is thy beloved turned afide ? 

III. The end of their afleing this queftion; that we may feek him with 
thee ? 

I. The title or appellation which they give her is the fairejl among women ; 
which is, no doubt, defigned to exprefs the exceeding greatnefs of her beauty, 
women being the faireft of human race, and flie the faireft of all that fex ; 
Ihe was in their eye the perfection of beauty , and therefore they give her this 
charafter ; and they were not miftakenin it, for Chrift gives her the very fame 
encomium, and that in the fame words, in Chap . i. 8. But now we mull not 
underftand this of her, as confidered in herfelf, neither did the daughters of 
Jerufalem fo underftand it, who had been better inform’d from her own 
tnouth ; for foe had told them that foe was black in herfelf, though comely in 
Chrift ; nor is it to be underftood of her outward appearance in the world ; 
for under that confideration foe appears alfo black with reproaches, fcandals, 
perfecutions and affiiftions \ but this charafter fuits her as foe is confider’d in 
Chrift her head, as juftified by his righteoufnefs, wafoed in his blood, and 
fanftified by his fpirit. It may alfo be obferved, that thefe perfons continued 
in their efteem of her ; for the fame charafter they give her here, they gave 
her whea they propofed the firft queftion to her, in Chap . v. 9. nay, per¬ 
haps their efteem of her, and value for her, might rife higher than here¬ 
tofore, they having a clearer knowledge of Chrift than they had before 5 for 
as our knowledge of Chrift and love to him increafe, fo do our love unto 
and our efteem for his people ; and it is very probable,' that the beauty and 
lovelinefs which they faw in her, drew their pity and compaflion towards her, 

fo as to take notice of her cafe, condole her misfortunes in the lefs of fo ex- 
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cellent a perfon, and offer their fervice to aflift her in tfiFfearch of him. 
Likewife* no doubt, but the veneration and efteem which they had for her 
perfon, made them more carefully attend to what lhe faid concerning her 
beloved ; for thus it is with perfons under the preaching of the gofpel j if 
they come prejudiced againft the perfon who minifters, they take but little no¬ 
tice of what is faid, unlefs it be to calumniate and reproach, and fo *eap but 
little advantage from it*, when on the other hand, if perfons come, not only 
unprejudiced againft, but having a veneration and refpeft for the minifter of 
the gofpel; they generally give the greater heed unto, and are moft likely to 
profit by his miniftrations. 

Moreover, the daughters might make ufe of this title or appellation in their 
addreffes to afiure her that they were ferious, and in good earneft in alking this 
queftion, as well as in the former; and that it was not to indulge a vain cu- 
riofity in themfelves, nor defigned for her difadvantage, but rather the coit^ 


trary. 

II. Here is a queftion put by them, Whither is thy beloved gone ? a Which 
way did he take ? What courfe did he ftecr ? On which hand did he turn 
when he withdrew from thy door ? Which queftion is repeated, though ano¬ 
ther b word is ufed, yet to the. fame purpofe, Whithex&sjfyfehved turned 
afide? Which way did he look ? Which way did he Igrflyjuffiface when he 
turned it from thee ? Now, 1. The putting of this queftifti&vand not infix¬ 
ing any longer upon the former, or upon the explication of any branch of 
her anfwer to it, fuppofes that they Were intirely fatisfied with it 5 therefore 
the queftion is not now, who or what her beloved was, for they, knew that 
full well, from the defcription lhe had given of him ; but now the queftion 
is, Whither is he gone? This may teach us, that when younger Chriftians 
have any doubts, fcruples, cafes of confcience, or queftions relating. Co 
faith or experience, to the perfon, office and grace of Chrift, or to any part 
of the great myftery of godlinefs, to be refolved, they Ihould make their 
application to elder ones: This'method thefe young converts, or daugh¬ 
ters of Jerufakm , took here* which God was pleafed to blefs and. fuc- 
ceed for their increafe in light and knowledge, and for the ftirring up of their 
affeftions and defires after the Lord Jefus; and may ferve to encourage the 
private conferences and converfations of the faints with each other; which 
when carried on in an agreeable manner, when filled with fpiritual difcourfes, 
and taken up with alking and anfwering proper queftions relating to faith or 
experience, are highly well pleafingto God, and tend much to the edifying 
of one another. This may alfo ferve as a diredtion to minifters to infift 
chiefly upon the glories and excellencies of Chrift; for this is the way ot 
preaching, which God owns and blefies for the converfion of finners* and 
confolation of faints*, the church’s infilling on this fubjed:., was made of great 
ufe to thele perfons, to draw out their love to Chrift, and to make further en¬ 
quiries alter him. a. It may be obftrved from this queftion, that wheji 
Chrift is known, who he is* and what he is, the next queftion is,, where he 
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is, and how he may be come at? Whilft perfons are infenfible of their 
wretched ftate by nature, they fee no need ol Chrift; and whilft they are 
ignorant of hifrr, they have no value for him, nor defire after him, ignoti 
.nulla Cupids’ ; there’s no defire after an unknown thing-, an unknown 
Chrift is in uhdefired Chrift: The reafon why fouls, in a ftate of na¬ 
ture, feck not after God, is, becaufe they have no utiderftanding of him ; 
There is none that underjlandeth , fays the apoftle, Rom. iii. u. there is 
none that feeketb after God: The fame reafon holds here, with refpeCt to 
Chrift; for whilft fouls remain ftrangers to the beauties and glories of 
Chrift’s perfon, they will have no value for him, nor make any enquiry after 
him i but as for thofe that know the Lord, they will follow on to know him, 
and make ufe of all means appointed for that purpofe ; for the more a foul 
knows of Chrift, the more it defires to know *, mere fpeculative notions of his 
perfon, without knowledge of intereft in him, and communion with him, will 
not fatisfy them ; an account of him by hearfay, though exceeding ravifhing 
and delightful to them, is not enough without feeing of him ; for where 
Chrift’s worth is once known, there is no contentment without the enjoyment 
of him ; when he is once difcovered as the pearl of price , the foul is willing 
to run all rifqtj&, l *endure all hardlhips, part with every thing that is near and 
dear, fo it iriaypoffeft of him its language is, Give me Chrift or I die; 
ten thoufand wtfltdQ if I had them, for an intereft in this glorious perfon : This 
Teems to be the cafe of the daughters of Jerufalem here. 3. The repetition 
of thisqueftion, fhews that they were ferious and in good earned, and did not 
fpeak c farcaftically, and that they were impatient until they received an 
anfwer; Whither is thy beloved gone ? Whither is thy beloved turned afide? pr’y- 
thee give us an anfwer fpeedily, keep us not in fufpence thou haft given us 
fuch a character of his perfon, that we long to fee him, and are uneafy until 
thou giveft us fome notice of the place whither he is retired, that wc may, 
along with thee, be fearching after him. 4. There may be fome knowledge 
of Chrift, love to him, and defires after him, when there is but little faith 
in him that is diftsernable; all the graces of the fpirit are implanted at one 
and the fame time ; but they do not all appear at once, in their aCtings upon 
Chrift; love and affe&ion to Chrift, and defires after him, appear before 
faith does ; fo they did in thefe perfons, they had got fome further know¬ 
ledge of Chrift from the church’s defeription of him, were filled with great¬ 
er love and affections to him, and had more ardent defires after him, and yet 
had but little faith in him; for they could not fay, that he was their be¬ 
loved; and therefore, as* one d well obferves, they do not fay, where is our 
beloved gone, but where is thy beloved gone. 5. It appears that they were 
willing to take the leaft hints, nay, even conjectures, that if it was poflible, 
they might improve them towards finding him. Whither is thy beloved gone ? 
Canft thou not give us fome hints of it ? Canfl thou not guefs which way he 
took-? Which fhews how intent they were of ufing all means, fo that they 
might but find him; let it be which way it would, they were refolved to 
purfue it, could they but have the leaft notice of it, whither it was to the 
right-hand or left, backwards or forwards. 6. Their putting this queftion 
to her, fhews that fhe was, or at leaft, that they thought fhe was capable of 

giving 
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giving them feme dire&ions, though fhe was at the fame time deftitute of his 
prefence ; and it feems flie was, by the anfwer fhe gives them In the follow¬ 
ing verfe. The church knew, where Chrift ufually retired, and granted his 
gracious prefence to his people *, and though he was not willing, at prefent* 
to fhew himfelf to her, yet fhe did not know, but he might to them, and 
therefore directs them ; nay, fometimes believers are capable of advifing and 
dire&ing others, when they cannot take advice themfelves* 

III. The end they propofe in afking this queftion, is, that they might 
feek him with her •, which may be confidered as a motive to prevail up¬ 
on her to comply with their requeft ; for this Ihews that they were ferious 
and in good earned:; that their end was not mere (peculation, but practice, 
which indeed ought to be the end of all our enquiries; that it was their pur- 
pofe and refolution to feek him; they had agreed and refolved among them- 
felves to do it; for fo the words may be read % and we will feek him with 
thee ; and if thou wilt tell us which way he went, it will lay us under an 
obligation to make good our refolutions; nay, it Ihews alfo, that it was her 
good they had in view, as much as their own, and felf-intereft goes a great 
way ; fo that put all together, it is no wonder that fhe readily, and without 
any hefitation, anfwers the queftion. Now this being the frame of foul that 
theie daughters of Jerufalem were brought into through her difeourfe con¬ 
cerning Chrift, and feeking Chrift being the thing which they had in view, 
and were defirous of being direfted in, may lead us to obferve the following 
things. 1. That the end of fetting forth the excellencies of Chrift, whether in 
private converfation, or in the publick miniftry, is to fet fouls a feeking after 
him ; for this purpoft the minifters of the gofpel infift upon the glories of 
Chrift’s perfon, the excellency of his righteoufnefs, the efficacy of his blood,, 
and the fulnefs of his grace ; it was with this view that the church took fo 
much pains, and fpent i'o much time in. difeourfing concerning this excellent 
perfon, her beloved, which had its anfwerable fuccefs. 2. It is very difeou- 
raging to feek Chrift and not know where he is : ’Tis true the church knew 
where Chrift ufed to retire, when he withdrew himfelf, and therefore knew 


where to feek him, in hopes of finding him ; but the daughters of Jerufa¬ 
lem were unacquainted therewith, and therefore it was very proper for them 
to put fuch a queftion, previous to their feeking of him. 3. This fhould 
be the principal thing we Ihould have in view in all religious duties, feeking, 
and feeing of Jefus ; this is that one thing that fhould be uppermoft in our 
hearts and defires, when concerned in the duties of hearing, reading, pray^ 
ing, meditating and conferring, that we may behold the king in his' beauty . 
4. Our feeking of Chrift fhould be jointly and together; we fhould feek him*, 
not feparately, but with the church; Though this does not exclude our feek¬ 
ing him alone in our clofets, and. in our families, yet there is a focial 
part of worfhip that we fhould be. concerned in jointly, in which we are to 
worlhip the Lord with one Jhoulder and one confent , and riot forfake the af- 
fembling of ourfelves together , as the manner of fome too often is. 5. We 

. fliould 
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Ihould feek Chrift in his ordinances, and where his church feeks him : We 
cannot expeft the prefence of Chrift, when we run away from his church 
and ordinances, or when we feek him eliewhere ; we Ihould feek him with 
the church, and where the church leeks. 6 . Their faying that they would 
feek him with her, was, no doubt, to encourage her in hopes of finding 
they do as good as defire her not to be call down at his departure ; for they 
hoped he was not gone far, and that he would be found again, and at the 
fame time, promile her all the afliftance they were capable of giving; tho* 
there is alfo reafon to believe, that they were in hopes of lharing with her in 
fo valuable a blefiing; and indeed, it was but reafonable, that if they bore' 
part with her in the fatigue of the learch, they fhould alfo participate with 
her in the enjoyment of the blefling ; which, no doubt, fee was willing to, 
*nd therefore immediately gives the following anfwer. 


Ver. 2. My beloved is gone down into his garden, to the beds offpices , 
to feed in the gardens , and to gather lilies . 

T HESE words contain the church’s anfwer to the fecond queftion of the 
daughters of Jerufalem ; they had alked her what her beloved was more 
than others; flie told them : They then proceed to alk, whither he was gone; 
to which Ihe here replies: In which may be confidered, 

I. The place whither fhe fays he was gone; My beloved is gone down into 
bis garden , to the beds of fpices. 

II. The end of his going down, or what his bufmefs*and employment was, 
when there; which was twofold. \ft y To feed in the gardens, idly, To 
gather lilies . 

I. The place whither, Ihe fays* he was gone, into his garden j and more 
particularly, to the beds of fpices. And, 

ift , It may b« enquired whftt is meant by his garden , into which he was 
gone down. Some * underftand it of the heavenly paradife, whither Chrift 
was 'gone, to Ihare the everlafting joys thereof, and converfe with angels 
and faints 4 which may be faid to be the trees of righteoufnefs, thofe fpicy 
plants and precious flowers which are planted there, and in the midft of which 
Hands the tree of life , Chrift Jefus, the glory of the whole garden ; and into 
this, Chrift’s lilies, when fully ripe, are tranfplanted by him. This fenfe is 
favoured by R. Men Ezra's glofs upon the text, who fays. This is he who 
afunded on high, to feed in the gardens, and to gather lilies, becaufe he dwel- 
Utb with the angels , who are the righteous ones. But if the words defign 
Chrift’s afeenfion into heaven, they fltould rather have been expreffed thus. 
My beloved is gone up into bis garden , than as they are, My beloved is gone down 
into bis garden ; therefore I rather think, that the church of Chrift, here on 
earth, is meant; which is a9 a garden feparated by Chrift from this world ; 
whole inclofure is fovereign and diftinguiftiing grace ; in which are various 
trees, plants and fpices, fet and planted there by Chrift himfelf, and where 
he takes his walks with pleafure; but in what fenfe the church may be com¬ 
bated to a garden, fee more on Chap* iv. 
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2 dly, It may be obferved, that this garden is faid to be bis ; and To it may 
very well, for of all others he has chofen this to be his garden j he afked it 
of his father for this purpofe, and he gave it him ; he has alfo purchafed it by 
his own blood, and diftinguifhed it by his grace; he takes the care of it, 
waters it and watches over it *, ’tis he that has brought it to its prefent perfec¬ 
tion, and will bring it to a far greater ; fo that Chrilt retires and takes his 
walks here, not as one either upon trefpafs or fufferance, and by the'ieave of 
others, but as having an undoubted right and title to it, and as being fove- 
reign lord and owner of it: But of this, fee more on Chap . iv. 16. 

^dly, Chrift is faid to begone down into his garden ; which, perhaps, may 
be an allufion to Solomon's gardens, which lay lower than his palace •, and ’tis 
probable, that thofe flairs which went down from the city of David, the pa¬ 
lace royal of the kings of Judah , were made to go down to the kings gatv 
dens, of both which you read in Neb . iii. 15. and fo the garden of nuts , in 
ver . 11. feefnsto be in the valley ; and in the fpiritual or myftical fenfe, may 
point out, 1. The low eftateof Chrift’s church here on earth: The faints are 
compared to 7 nyrtle trees, and thefe are faid, Zech. i. 8. to be in the bottom, 
i. e. in a low eilate, being depreffed with many forrows, afflittions and pe*v 
fecutions *, they are doves, but doves of the vallies, mourning under a fenfe 
of their iniquities, being burdened with the weight of fin ; and they are not 
only in a low eflate, but alfo low and humble in their own eyes ; and with 
fuch Chrift delights to dwell; he often goes down into his garden, to thofe 
humble fouls, pays them a vifit, grants them his prefence, and bellows lar¬ 
ger meafures of his grace upon them. 2. It is alfo exprefiive of Chrift’s 
condelcenfion in doing this: It was a wonderful Hoop, and an amazing in- 
fiance of his condefcenfion, to come down from heaven, clothe himfelf with 
our nature, and converfe wirh finful mortals here on earth ; for a king to come 
from his royal palace and enter into the cottage of a beggar, and to eat, drink 
and lodge there for a time, would not exprefs fo much humility and conde¬ 
fcenfion as this does: And next to this is his granting his prefence to his 
Churches, and to particular believers here on earth ; fo that we have reafon 
to lay, when we confider the greatnefs of his majefty, and our vilenefs, fm- 
fulnefs and unworchinefs, with Judas not Ifcariot, How is it. Lord, that thou 
wilt manifejt thyfelf to us, and not unto the world ? John xiv. 22. And if, 

4 tbly. It Ihould be alked, how, Jhe could tell the daughters of Jerufalem , 
where her beloved was, when Ihe was at a lofs for him, and in the fearch of 
him herfelf ? It may be anfwered, 1. That though fhe had fought him, and 
found him not, though he was not pleafed to manifeft himfelf to her at that 
prefent time, yet having had large experiences of thefe things, Ihe knew 
where Chrift ufually was, and would be found of his people; therefore Ihe 
diretts them where formerly Ihe had, though now Ihe could not find him, 
in hopes that they might. Or, 2. It may be fuppofed, that the cafe was al¬ 
tered with her, that Ihe was no longer at a lofs for him, but having fought 
him, had found him, or at lead, had got fome intelligence of him, which 
Ihe no fooner had, but fhe informs them of it. Or, 3. Their inquiring 
whither he was gone, might bring to her remembrance what fhe had for¬ 
merly heard him fay, in Chap . v. 1. I am come into my garden , my Jifler, 
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tny fpoufe y &c. but falling afleep immetjiately, entirely forgot it, until her 
memory was refrelbed by the enquiries of thefe perfons. Thtls you fee that 
weaker Chriftians may be ufeful to ftronger ones, and even die very quef- 
tions they put for information fake, may prove the quickening of believers, 
and be the means of increafing light and knowledge, or at leaft, of reviving 
paft experiences. But, 

Stbfyy It may be obferved, that lhe not only fays that he was gone down 
to his garden, but that he was gone down to the beds of fpices ; by which I 
underftand particular believers, who are as fo many beds in Chrift’s garden, 
in which are planted thofe precious fpices, the graces of the fpirit, which for 
rarenefs, excellency and fragrancy are called fo ; and thefe more efpecially 
intend growing, thriving and flourilhing fouls, lively believers, whole fpices 
flow out , whofe grace is in exercife j fuch Chrift has a particular regard unto, 
and delights to be with. 

II. She declares the end of his going down into his garden, or what it is 
he employs himfelf about, when there. And, 

ifty She fays, it was to feed in the gardens. By gardens , I underftand par¬ 
ticular congregated churches b ; for though there is but one general affembly 
and church of the firjl born 9 which are written in heaven •, which is redeemed 
by Chrift’s blood, and will be prefented a glorious churchy without [pot or 
wrinkley or any fuch tbingy and therefore, before called a gardeny in the An¬ 
gular number *, yet there are many diftindt and particular churches; fuch as 
thofe of Rome y Corinth y Galatia , EpbefuSy Coloffcy Philippiy Thejfalonicay and 
the feven churches of Afia y were \ which were as fo many diltinft gardens, 
or plots of earth, that the one garden was fubdivided into. And by feed¬ 
ing here, is meant, either, 1. His feeding himfelf c ; which is to be under- 
ftood of that pleafure and delight which Chrift takes in being among his 
faints, and feeing their graces exercifed upon their proper objedl *, for as be¬ 
lievers feed themfelves by exercifing their grace on Chrift, fo he feeds or de¬ 
lights himfelf in obferving this ; this is his meat and drink ; this is his fup- 
ping with them, as the other is their fupping with him ; and this Chrift is 
invited to in Chap. iv. 16. to which he complies in Chap . v. 1. Or elfe. 

It may be underftood of his feeding his flock, as R . Sol Jarchi obferves; 
for be feeds bis flock like a fhepherdy tho* in fuch places as other fhepherds 
do not •, he feeds them in the gardens , which are unufual to feed ftieep in *, 
commons or enclofed grounds, and not gardens, being the mod ufual places 
lor that purpofe: And lhe makes mention of gardens, in the plural number* 
to fhew that Chrift is not tied to one particular church, but feeds in all his 
churches, in all his gardens; where he feeds his people with himfelf who 
is the bread of life 9 the hidden manna 9 whofe jlefh is meat indeed , and whofe 
blood is drink indeed. O precious food ! delicious fare! he feeds them by ?nd 
with his ordinances , which are thofe breafts of confolationy which convey much 

ftrength 

* The Jews in Shirbajhirim Rabba m loc. by gardens underftand their fchools and fynagogues; 
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ftrengthand nourilhment to them, tho k green pajlures into which he leads 
them, and the fatnefs of his houfe with which he feeds them; and parti- 
ticularly the Lord’s (upper is that feafi of fat things , by which he fweetly re- 
frefhes them; he feeds them alfo by his minifters , who are his under-lhep- 
herds, to whom he has given a commiflion, and alfo ability to feed his peo¬ 
ple with knowledge and with underftanding ; and fo he does likewife by his 
fpirit , who takes the things of Chrift, and lhews them unto us; the love of 
Chrift, and lheds it in us; and the promifes of Chrift, and applies them 
to us ; for which reafon he is called the fpirit of protnife. And now this may 
ferve to direft poor hungry fouls where to go for food, and where to expeft 
it, even in Chrift’s gardens, in his churches and in his ordinances, where he 
himfelf feeds. 

idly , Another end of his going down into his garden, is to gather lilies or 
rofes , as the 'fargutn renders it; by which may be meant, either the good 
works of the faints, which he is well pleafed with, and takes notice of, info- 
much that he writes them down in the book of his remembrance , as R. SoL 
Jarchi obferves; for he is not unrighteous to forget their work> and labour of 
love , but will reward them in a way of grace: Or elfe, by them is meant, 
the fweet fmelling graces of his own fpirit, growing in his churches, as A inf- 
worth thinks, with which he is wonderfully delighted ; or rather the perfons of 
the eleft, and members of his church, who may be compared to lilies for their 
glory, fplendor and beauty in his righteoufnels; of which, fee Chap. ii. 2. 

Now there was, 1. A gathering of thele lilies at Chrift’s death. As all 
the fins of the eleft were colle&ed together, and were laid on Chrift, when he 
hung upon the crofs; fo all their perfons were colledted and gathered together 
in one head, Chrift Jefus ; they all met in his perfon, and were reprefented 
by him ; for this purpofe Chrift came down from heaven, took our nature 
and fuffered in it. See John xi. 51, 52. Eph. i. 10. 2. There is a gathe¬ 

ring of thefe lilies, in effectual calling through the miniftry of the word by 
the mighty power of divine grace ; and this work Chrift is daily concerned 
in, in his church, and will be until all his eledt are gather’d in. 3. There is 
a gathering of them into church-communion, which is alfo Chrift’s work, 
who takes one of a city , and two of a family , and brings them to Zion ; and 
in doing this, he lhews his regard to the good of fouls, and at the fame 
time, glorifies the houfe of his glory., Sttlfa. lx. 7. 8„ 4. There is a gathering 

into nearer communion with himfelf, which he often does after great defer- 
tions. See Ifa. liv. 7. 5. This may be expreffive of that great delight and 

pleafure which Chrift takes in his people; no man can take more delight in 
•plucking fruit, or gathering flowers in a garden, than Chrift does in his own 
people, and in his own grace in them. See Cant. v. x. 6. This may be meant 
of their being gathered by death: So Abraham and Ifaac , when they died, 
are faid to be gathered unto their fathers , Gen. xv. 8. and xxxv. 29. Chrift 
comes into his garden, the church, fometimes to plant new lilies, and fomer 
times to crop and gather old ones, when they are fully ripe ; not to deftroy 
them, but to remove them into his paradife above; and at the laft day, by 
the means of angels, he will gather in all his eleft ones from the four winds, 
as wheat into his barn, and as lilies into his garden. See Mat . iii. 7. and 
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xiii. 4S. and xxiv. 31. This fenfeof the words is .given by feveral d Jewifh 
writers. And now, left any fhould think that this was a mere furmize, conjec¬ 
ture and imagination of hers ; or if any fhould call in queftion her knowledge in 
this matter, fhe declares in the following verfe y that fhc was not only welt 
acquainted with him, but was nearly related to him, and therefore was ca¬ 
pable of informing any perfon where he was, and what he was about. 


Ver. 3. 1 am my beloveds , and my beloved is mine : He feedeth 
among the lilies . 

T HAT thefe wbrds are expreflive of that mutual intereft and pro¬ 
priety which Chrift and the church have in each other, of that ftridt 
and infeparable union that there is between them, and alfo of that mutual 
affection and complacency which they have to and in each other, as well as 
of her knowledge and aflurance of her intereft in Chrift, has been fhewn on 
Chap. ii. 16. but it may be further obferved, that the order of the words is 
here inverted; that whereas in Chap . ii. 16. the order of the words is this,. 
My beloved is mine, and I am his \ from whence has been obferved, that 
Chrift is firft ours, and then we are his, which is an undoubted truth ; for 
Chrift firft gives himfelf to us before we are capable of giving ourfelves to 
him but that which was firft there is here laft, and what was Jaft is firft ; 
for fhe firft fays, I am my beloved's, and then my beloved is mine: From whence 
it may be obferved, that though Chrift is firft ours, in faft, yet our being 
his, may come firft to our knowledge, may be firft in difcovery ; that is to 
fay, that we may know that he has called us by his grace, and enabled us 
thereby, to give up ourfelves to him : So that we can fay, Lord, we are 
thine, thou haft conquered our fouls by thy grace, and haft took poflelfion 
of us, which thou wouldft never have done, had we not been thine; and 
from this work of grace upon our fouls, we conclude that thou art ours. 
Thus the caufe may be known by the effeft, and our intereft in Chrift, by 
the difplays of Chrift’s grace to us, and in us: Likewife if we confider the 
words as conne&ed with her former carriage and behaviour to Chrift, and 
what fhe had met with from him \ they will lead us to obferve, that all the 
infirmities, fins and mifcarriages of God’s people, do not deftroy their union 
with, and intereft in Chrift Jefus; lhe had treated him very rudely, when 
he in the molt moving manner, and with the moft tender language, entreated 
her to arife and let him in; fhe put him off with idle excufes, which he fo 
much refented, as to abfent himfelf from her, and left her to feek him in 
vain, and to be abufed by the watchmen and keepers of the walls j and 
though be thus vifited her tranfgrefiions with this rod ©f correftion, his own 
abfence, for that is fo to God’s children, and with thofe ftripes and blows 
which fhe received from the watchmen j yet he did not take away his loving 
kindnefsfrom her, nor break his covenant with her, and fhe was fatisfied of 
this; and therefore could fay, notwithftanding all this, I am my beloved's y 
and my beloved is mini: and if with R. Aben Ezra , we connect the words 
with the preceding verle, there will appear a beauty and glory in them, My 

beloved 

* Zohar in Gen. fot. 44. 3. Bcrefluth Rabba ptafK. 62. Shirha/hinm Rabba,& Alihech in loc* 
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beloved is gone down into bis garden , &c. ’ Tis true, he is fo ; but though 

he’s gone, and I am left alone, he is departed from me, and when he will 
return, I cannot tell; perhaps I may never fee his face more here on earth, 
in away of fenfible communion and fellowfliip with him, as I have heretofore 
done, though I hope I fhall; yet if I never do, I am fatisfied as to my cove- 
nant-intereft in him, and union to him •, I know that I am my beloved' j, and 
that my beloved is mine \ here lies the glory and excellency of faith, thus to 
believe in an unfeen Chrift : Though it may be as the Targum intimates, that 
fhe had now the prefence of Chrift, the glorious Shechinah , with her; he 
had once more lhewn himfelf to her, and upon the fight of him, lhe fays, 
as < Tbomas did, my Lord, and my God: But however, whether (he had or had 
not the vifible tokens of Chrift’s prefence, her faith was certainly in exercife 
upon him i nay, (he had not only faith, but the joy of faith ; (he not only 
knew her intereft in Chrift, as her falvation, but alfo had the joys of this 
falvation reftored to her. And again, it may be obferved, that though (he 
excludes all other beloveds from having any (hare in her affeftions, or from 
being in competition with him ; yet by faying what lhe does, lhe does not 
exclude others, particularly the daughters of Jerufalem , from having an in¬ 
tereft in him, as well as lhe, as R. Sol . Jarcbi thinks ; who paraphrafes the 
words thus, / am my beloved's, and ye are not his, and therefore Jhall not build 
with us, and then explains it by Ezra iv. 3. but though the church knew 
that a whole Chrift was hers, yet lhe knew that he was others alfo, and would 
therefore never fay fo to the daughters of Jerufalem , to difeourage them in 
feeking of him. 

Moreover, fhe adds, as in Chap. ii. He feedeth among the lilies ; which 
may be confidered, either as an Apoftropbe to him, O thou that feedefl a- 
mong the lilies •, or as deferiptive both of him and of the place where he was, 
that others might readily know where her beloved was, and where he was to 
be found •, but of this we have fpoken on Chap . ii. 16. and (hall not here 
repeat it, only obferve, that Chrift having been a long time abfent from his 
church, and would not make himfelf known, nor fpeak one word a great 
while, at laft breaks filence, and like another Jofeph, cannot refrain him¬ 
felf any longer from her, but muft make himfelf known to her, and burfta 
out with words of love and joy, in the following commendations of her. 

Ver. 4 . fhou art beautiful, 0 my love , as Tirzah, comely as Jerufa¬ 
lem, terrible as an army with banners. 

T HESE are the words of Chrift, who having-abfented himfelf from his 
church, for a confiderable time, to (hew his refentment of her former 
carriage to him, now manifefts himfelf unto her, and declares that he has the 
fame love and affeftion for her as ever he had, and therefore addreffes her 
with this title or character, 0 my love : Nay, that (he was as beautiful and. 
comely in his eye, as ever (he was, notwithftanding all her failings and infir¬ 
mities *, which beauty of hers he deferibes firft more generally in this verfe, 
and then more particularly in the following ones. In this general defeription 
of her beauty are three parts. 


I. He 
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I. He fays that (he is as beautiful as Tirzah. 

II. Comely as Jerufalem. > 

III. Terrible as an army with banners . 

I. He declares her to be as beautiful as Ttrzah. The Septuagint does not 
take it to be the proper name of a place, as we, with R. Aben jEzra, do, 
and therefore tranflate the word, and render it thus, uc iuJwtia, as good will or 
good pleafure ; which may be expreflive of the fweetnefs of her temper and dif- 
pofition, which is heightened by ufing theabftradt •, Ihe was all over good will 
and good nature, not only fweet, but fweetnefs itfelf, as Ihe fays of him in 
Chap . v. 16. Moreover, this may be fpoken of her as Ihe is the objeft of 
God’s good will and pleafure ; and fo Ihe appears to be, aschofen in Chrift 
by him, to be a partaker of grace and glory with him ; which was not done 
upon the foot of works, but by an adl of his fovereign good will and plea¬ 
fure, who will have mercy on whom he will have mercy : Alfo as Ihe is redeemed 
by Chrift, in which there was fuch a difeovery of the exceeding riches of God’s 
grace, fuch an appearance of his good will to men , that the angels could not 
but take notice of it, when they celebrated with a fong the birth of an incar¬ 
nate faviour, Luke ii. 14. Likewife, as called and fandtified by the bleffed 
lpirit of grace, who worketh in us, both to will and to do of his good pleafure . 
And now if we thus confider the church as the objedt of God’s good will and 
pleafure, in thofe feveral inftances of it, Ihe will appear beautiful and lovely : 
Or elfe, this may be faid of her, as Ihe is filled with good will to God, 
Chrift, his people, gofpel, worihip, ways and ordinances; the church and all 
true believers in Chrift bear a good will to God ; they love him becaufe he firjl 
loved them j they love him, not only for what he is unto them, and what he 
has done for them, but alfo for what he is in himfelf; for he is in his own 
nature, in his own perfedlions, amiable and lovely : they bear a good will 
to Chrift, he is altogether lovely to them ; they have none in heaven but him, 
nor is there any on earth they defire befides him •, every thing that belongs 
to him is exceeding precious to them ; his name is as ointment poured forth , 
therefore do the virgins love him ; they bear a good will to his people, who 
have his image inftamped upon them, and to his gofpel, which they prefer to 
their necejfary food, and to his worihip, ways and ordinances ; they love the 
habitation of his houfe ; his tabernacles are amiable ; his ways are ways of 
pleafantnefs ; his commands are not grievous , but exceeding delightful to them. 
Now if we confider the church as being of this fweet and loving difpofition, 
which is wrought, influenc’d and mantain’d by divine grace, how beautiful 
does Ihe appear. 

Again, the word Tirzab comes from a root, which fignifies to be grateful, 
or to be accepted ; and fo R. Sol Jarcbi paraphrafes the words. Thou art 
beautiful , O my love , feeing that thou art acceptable to me . And fo he fays it 
is explained in an ancient book of theirs, called Siphre 1 : and if we take the 
words in this fenfe, they fet forth the beauty and glory of the church, as (he 
ftands before God, accepted in Chrift the beloved. God is well pleafed with 
Chrift, and with the church in him ; he is well pleafed for bis righteoufnefs 

fakej 

i It is explained the fame way in Sbirha/birim Rabba in loc. 
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fake, and with her as flie appears in that 5 for fo confidered, flifc is a com- 
pleat beauty, fair and without fpot, lovely to look upon, delightful to Chrift, 
and acceptable to God. 

The iargum paraphrafes the words thus. How beautiful art thou, O my love , 
in the time it is thy will to do my pleafure : Our righteoufnejfes are indeed as 
filthy ragSy and we our felves as an unclean thing * yet when we are made 
willing in the day of God’s power , to a£t according to«hi$ will, and that in 
faith, from a principle of love, and with an eye to his glory, it is accepted 
by him, the fame way as our perfons are. 

But I fee no reafon, why we lhould not take the word as the proper name of 
a place, feeing it is certain, that there was fuch a city as Tirzahy in the land 
of Judea ^ which was a very pleafant and delightful place, as its name mani- 
Feftly fliews; for which reafon, no doubt, it was made choice of by one of 
the ancient kings of Canaan, to be the place of his refidence ; fee Jofh. xii. 
24. as it was afterwards by Jeroboam and his fucceffors, until Zimri'% time, 
who, when the city was taken, burnt the king’s houfe with fire: Now either 
for its pleafant buildings, or beautiful fituation, or fome fuch thing, the 
church is here compared unto it, being array’d with Chrift’s righteoufnefs, 
and adorned with the graces of his fpirit. But, 

II. Left this lhould not be fufficient to commend her beauty, he fays 
alfo, that Ihe is as comely as Jerufalem, which was not only the chief city in 
Judea s land, but as Pliny fays was the moft famous of all the cities in the 
eaft ; nay more, it was the joy of the whole earth . The church goes under 
this name both in the Old and New Teftament •> for which, fee the following 
texts, Ifa. xl. 2. and lii. 1. Gal . iv. 25, 26. Heb . xii. 22. Rev . xxi. 2. 
Now lhe may be faid to be comely as Jerufalem, for the following reafons. 
1. Jerufalem was a well built city ; its houfes were clofely joined together, 
and its ftreets uniform: Hence the Pfalmift fays, PfaL cxxii. 3. Jerufalem is 
builded as a city , that is compact together: So the church of Chrift, and the 
members of it; as they are built upon the fame foundation, and are clofely 
joined to the fame head, Chrift, lb they are ftri&ly united one to another, and 
are like a building filly framed together , or like an human body that is fitly 
joined together , and compacted by that which every joint fupplieth •, all the mem¬ 
bers being fet in their proper places, in a juft fymmetry with, and fubfer- 
viency to each other ; fee Eph . ii. 20, 21. and iv. 16. z.:Jerufalem was not 
only the metropolis of Judaa , but was the chief city in all the world, as has 
been obferved : And this may fet forth the fuperexcellency, glory and come- 
linefs of the church, above all the world befides which will more rrianifeft- 
ly appear,, when the mountain of the Lord's houfe fhall be eftablifhed in the top 
of the mountainsy and be exalted above the hilhy and God’s Jerufalem be a 
praife in the earth ; fet Ifa, ii. 2. . and lxii. 7. 3. It Was. a very beautiful 

city ; it had many beautiful ftruftures oft it, particularly the temple, which 
was the fineft building that ever was feen in the world: It was alfo very 
beautiful for fituation , as well as for buildings, and therefore wa9 called tj?e 
perfection of beauty, as the church alfo is, being beautified with the garments 
of Chrift’s falvation. 4. It was a very rich and opulent city, efpecially in 
Solomon's time, who made filver to be in Jerufalem as Jloncs j in the church 
2 not 


• Lib. 5. c. 14. 
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not only the unfearcbable riches of Chrift are preached, but alio the immenfe 
riches of divine grace and mercy are expended upon the members of it \ fo 
that every inhabitant of this Jerufalem , is a king and a prince : How rich 
muft that dty be, all whofe inhabitants are‘kings and princes ? Such are the 
faints, the members of Chrift’s church, who are made* by Chrift, kings and 
priejls to his father . 5. It was not only the place of the refidence of the 

kings of David's line, where they had their palaces, and kept their courts, 
but alfo what made it more glorious and comely than all the reft, it was the 
city of the great king \ even of him, who is the king of kings , who was fet 
up by his father, as king over his holy hill of Zion : So the church isChrift’s 
palace, where he keeps his court, grants his prefence, Ihews himfelf, and 
entertains his friends as courtiers *, it is his reft, his habitation, where he 
dwells and delights to be, having chofen it for that purpofe. 6. What made 
Jerufalem alfo exceeding comely, was, .that the worftiip of God was kept 
up there: Here was the temple ; here facrifices were offered up •, hither 
the tribes went up to worftiip, and therefore is called the city of our folemnities. 
Chrift’s church is the place of worftiip where faints affemble together, where 
God is reverenced and adored by them, where the facrifices of prayer and 
praife are offered up, where the word of God is preached, and his ordi¬ 
nances adminiftred, to the comfort of his faints, and to the glory of his 
name. 7. Jerufalem , as it was beautiful in its inward buildings, t fo it was 
likewife in its outward fortifications, which were both natural and artificial; it 
had not only many towers and bulwarks, which were its artificial fortifica¬ 
tions, but had alfo mountains around it, which were natural ones; and for 
this reafon the church and people of God are compared to it, in Pfal. exxv. 
2. As the mountains are round about Jerufalem, fo the Lord is round about his 
people, from henceforth , even for ever . God himfelf is a wall of fire around 
his church ; Chrift is a ftrong tower in the midft of it \ and falvation has God 
appointed for walls and bulwarks about it. 8. Jerufalem was a free city, as is 
Jerufalem , which is the mother of us all \ it had many privileges and immu¬ 
nities, as has alfo the church of Chrift, and all the members of it ail who 
are fellow citizens of the faints , and of the boufhold of God , are all Chrift’s free- 
men, and enjoy the liberty of the gofpel, and can never lofe their freedoms, 
or be deprived of them they lhall never be arretted by divine juftice, o t 
come into condemnation *, or be reduced to a ftate of bondage. 

IH. He alfo fays of her, that (he was terrible as an army with banners . 
This comparifon manifeftly Ihews, that it was not any fingle perfon that is in¬ 
tended in this fong; not Pharaoh 1 s daughter, nor any fingle inhabitant of 
Jerufalem , but a confiderable company of perfons, a colleftive body, fuch 
as the church of Chrift is •, for a fingle perfon cannot well be compared to an 
army with banners. Now this fhews, that the church of Chrift on earth is 
militant i flie is in a warfare ftate, fcnd has many enemies to fight with, as 
fin, fatan and the world; fhe has enemies within, and enemies without, a 
great fight of ajfiiftions to endure, and the good fight of faith to fight, after 
which (he is to receive eternal life. The ufc of banners has been took notice 
of on Cb, ii. 4, Moreover, this comparifon may lead us to obferve, chat the 

church 


2 
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church was as an army; in good order,/well difciplin’d, having proper officers 
and good armour r . Chrjift,is the chief generalthe minifters of the gofpel are 
the under officers ; the banner is love ; and the armour they are accoutred 
with, what you read of in Eph.v i. nay, not only fo* but that (he was in a 
pofture of defence^ ready to fight, whenever the enemy fliould attack her* 
fhe appeared like an army, having its general at the head of it, its colours 
flying, drums beating, and fwprd in hand •, and being fo, fhe was terrible to 
her enemies, fin, fatan* and the world. 

Now the terriblenefs of the church of Chrift, here fpoken of, may be un- 
derftood, either, i. Qf that awe which godly perfons have over the wicked. 
The good examples and pious conyerfations of the faints often diftrefs the con- 
fciences, and ftrike an awe upon "the minds of the ungodly ; they are deterred 
fometimes by them, from evil practices, efpecially .when in the prefence of 
them, and are awed by them from doing them any hurt: Thus Herod feared 
John the Baptijt , becaufe he was a holy man, Mark vi. 20. Or, 2. Of the 
in.vineiblenefs of the faints, when united together; when they are at peace 
one with another, and have no difcord and mutiny among themfelves, but 
keep clofe to each other, and endeavour to keep the unity of the fpirit, in the 
bond of peace, they are like an army in battle array, that cannot eafily be broke 
in upon by the enemy. Or, 3. Of her conftancy and undauntednefs in feek- 
ing of him *, and it is as if he fhould fay. When I parted from thee, what 
difficulties didfl thou meet with ? How waft thou abufed by the watchmen 
and keepers of the walls? who fmote and wounded thee, and took away thy 
veil from thee and yet thou waft not difcouraged, but ftill went on 
in fearch of me, marching like an army with banners , bearing down all 
before thee, furmounting all difficulties until thou hadft obtained what thou 
foughteft for. Or, 4. Perhaps Chrift may fay fo of her, as regarding him- 
felfj who had felt the power of her arms, and was conquered by her \ like 
another Jacob , flie bad power with God and prevailed. Her love to Chrift 
was fo great, her faith fo. ftrong, lhe fo diligent in her fearch, and fo im¬ 
portunate in her defires* that he could not withftand her •, and therefore, as one 
that had found her to be terrible as an army with banners fays in the follow¬ 
ing words, 

• 1 • 

Ver. 5. Former part. Turn away thine eyes from me, for they have 
overcome me*' 

1 

I N this and the two following verfes, Chrift gives a more particular ac¬ 
count of the church’s beauty, and begins with her eyes , in thefe words; for 
though they are delivered in fuch a manner as they be, yet they ferve to com- 
. mend that; particular part of her, v here mentioned, which is never took notice 
of by Chrift in thisfong, but with commendation. See Chap. i. 15. and it. 
1, 9. and vii. 4. And in thefe words may be obferved, u. 

I. Something that is.enjoined the church by Chrift ; Which is, to turn away 
her eyes from him. ' " ' 1 

II. The reafon of it \ for they have overcome me, 

F f f 1 . Here 
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I. Here is ail injtm&ion laid upon the church by Chrift, to turn away her 
tyts from hifti 5 in which may be enquired, ift, What is meant, by her eyes, 
zdfy, What by timing them away from him. 

jjty By her eyes may be meant, as has been obferved on Chap. i. 15. the 
miniftere of the gofpcl, who are that to ChriftV body, the church, as eyes 
are to an human body ; they are placed in the more eminent part of it i their 
bufinefs is to watch, infpeft and overlook the ieveral members of the body, 
and therefore are called watchmen and overfeers \ they pry, fearch and pene¬ 
trate into gofpel truths, and difcover them to others * they guide and dirett 
thofe who are under their watch and care, teaching them to obferve all things 
which Chrift has commanded them. The Targum by underftands the Rab¬ 
bins, and wife men of the great congregation •, and R . Jben Ezra, by the 
turning of them away, the removal or ccafing of prophecy in the fecond 
temple. Or elfe, by eyes may be meant, the enlightened eyes of the church’s 
underfiandingy the eyes of her faith, love and knowledge ; that eye of faith 
which looked upon Chrift in the dark, and was the evidence of an unfeen 
Jefus to her } fo that (he could fay, lam my beloved's, and my beloved is mine 
this eye of faith, I fay, had pierced the heart of Chrift, won it and got an 
intire conqueft over it, which obliged him to fay thefe words, Turn away 
thine eyes from me, &c. That love which (he had (hewn unto him, though ab- 
fent from her, difcovered in a variety of expreflions to the daughters df Jeru- 
falem y appeared exceeding fair and beautiful to him ; her ftrong and conftant 
affeftions to him being attended with folid judgment, and an exa£h know¬ 
ledge of his perfon and grace, took much with his heart, (truck the paflions 
of his foul, which (hewed and gave themfelves vent in fuch expreflions as 
thefe. And thefe eyes of faith and love, I take to be principally intended 
here. But, 

2 dfyy It may be enquired what is alfo meant by, turning away thefe eyes 
from him. Some read the words • thus. Turn about thine eyes over againft me * 
fo Ainfwortb : And this is favoured by the Tar gum or Chaldee parapbrafi upon 
the text and fo indeed the word fignifies, to turn to % as well as to turn from ; 
And this, 1. Suits well with the mind and will of Chrift, which is, that his 
church, and all believers, fhould be continually looking to him for life and 
falvation, righteoufnefs and ftrength, peace and pardon, joy and comfort \ 
afcd in Ihort, for every needful fupply of grace* until they are brought! fafe 
to glory •, his language is, Look unto me, and be ye faved , all the ends of the 
earth : For I am Gody and there is none elfe, Ifa. xlv, 22. 2, It fuits with 

the experience of God’s children, who often have their eyes took off from 
Chrift, and fet either upon their own righteoufnefs,' their duties and their 
frames, or elfe upon creature^enjoyments, the tranfitory and periftiing things 
of this world ; and therefore have need to - be called off from them, to look 
to him ; and perhaps, this was the cafe of the church here ; (he had had her eyes 
intently fixed on Chrift, for (bme time, and now, on a fudden, they are di¬ 
verted from him, and therefore he gives her this exhortation, to turn them 
*gain to him : Which Ihews, 3. That he was weD pleafed and exceedingly 

delighted 

* W y nDn Etb. tfr**** « imoaMt Sept . A*erte oculos tuo» 
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delighted With them, Faith is a precious grace y it is fo in its own nature^ 
and in the aftings of it upon the perfon of Chrift * it is a precious grace tp 
believers, being very ufeful to them in dealing with Chrift, and receiving 
from him •, and it is alfo precious to Chrift, feeing it brings all the glory 
back to him. How much Chrift is delighted with both thefe eyes ofTaith 
and'love, may be feen in Chap . iv. 9, 10. 4. This verfion or reading of 

the words, may lead us to obferve, that Chrift would have us not take fide 
looks only of him, but full views; turn about thine eyes ever-againjl me, 
right over-againft me, look me full in the face : ’Tis true, Chrift’s counte¬ 
nance is as the fun when it Jhinetb in its full firength, Which we, in this im- 
perfect ftate, cannot fo fully and directly look at, yet there is a vaft difference 
between faith’s looking at Chrift at one time and at another: Sometimes we 
have only a glance, a fide look at Chrift \ at other times, faith, with open 
face, beholds, as in a glafs, the glory of the Lord. Our eyes, as Solomon di- 
redts, Prov. iv. 25. look right on, and our eye lids look fir eight before us; and 
this is what Chrift would have his church do here. 5. It gives us an intima¬ 
tion, that we fhould look all around Chrift, and take, as it were, a furvey 
of his perfon, and the glories and excellencies of it; turn about thine eyes , 
look all around me, view me from head to foot, on all fides: It is true, thou 
haft been viewing me, as if he fhould fay, and giving an excellent deferip- 
tion of me, but turn thine eyes about me again and again, thou wilt find more 
- glories (till, frefher beauties, and be able to make new difeoveries of my per • 
fon and grace. 6. This being thefirft time of their meeting together, after 
Ihe had lb fhamefully and bafely treated him, file might be filled with fo 
much lhame and confufron at the thoughts of it, that fhe could not lift up 
her eyes and look him in the face 5 which agrees with the experience of the 
Pfalmift, when he faid, Pfal . xl. 12. Mine iniquities have taken hold upon 
me, fo that I am not able to look up. And this now being her condition, 
Chrift fpeaks thefe words to her, for her encouragement, turn thine eyes unto 
me look up with an holy and humble confidence to me, for thine iniquity 
is done away. 

But then, if we confider the words as our tranfiators have rendered them. 
We are not to underftand them, either, i.As a reprehenfion of her curiofity, in 
prying and fearching into the glory and greatnefs of his majefty, which is 
the fenfe that b fotne give of the words •, for though Chrift, as God almighty, 
cannot be found out to perfection, nor can we comprehend his perfon and 
grace as God-man, in this imperfedb life, nor fee him as he is, which is re- 
ferved to another and more perfedt one *, yet, this does not forbid our fearch 
and inquiries, in order to obtain a more perfect knowledge of him, tho* a check 
fhould he given, and a reftraint laid upon all vain curiofity : But this dpes 
not appear to be the cafe of the church here *, Chrift was not difpleafed with 
her, nor had he abfented himfelf from her on fuch an account as this, but 
becaufe of her flothfulnefs and negligence in duty befides, it does not ap¬ 
pear likely, that Chrift,. when he is extolling and commending his church in 
fuch a manner, fhould give fo feveTe a v rebuke unto her. 2. Nor were 
thefe eyes of her’s carnal Jai?d fitful* haughty and lifted qp, pr wanton .pid 
Unchafte, and therefore difagreeable to him ; no, her eyes are faid to be doves 
- ..... Fff 2 -,eyes, 

* Foliot & Alcuin. in foe. Ambr. Greg. Thom, & Beda iji Sanft. in loc. 



404 An Exposition tf the Chap. VI. 

eyes within her loch, modeft, humble and chafte, which are well pleafmg to 
him, and are always commended by him. Nor, 3. Are we to underftand 
the words as if Chrift did not approve of her looking to him by faith ; for 
there is nothing more grateful to him, faith always meets with a kind recep¬ 
tion from him, and is always commended by him : Souls need not fear its 
being accounted a piece ot boldnefs or prefumption in them to believe in 
Chrift, for he gives all encouragement to it; Te believe in God , fays he, be¬ 
lieve alfo in me, John xiv. 1. But, 4. It is expreflive of the exceeding great 
paffion of lo\ r e he was in with her •, he could ftand it out no longer, but 
mud acknowledge h? was overcome by her, and therefore bids her turn away 
her eyes from him, not through any diflike, but as having his heart over¬ 
powered with love by them. The expreffion is defigned to fignify the exceed¬ 
ing greatnefs of Chrift’s love to the church, as well as her furpafiing beauty ; 
unlefs, 5. We would rather underftand it as his will, that fhe lhoukl ceafe 
petitioning to him, feeing he had granted her requeft: Thus lifting up the 
eyes to God, fignifies prayer to him. See 2 Chron . xx. 12. Pfal . cxxiii. i„ 
and if we take it in this fenfe here, it is as if he fhould fay, Thou haft been 
lifting up thine eyes to me, and petitioning of me, that thou mighteft have 
fome difcoveries of my grace, enjoyment of my prefence, and communion 
with my perfon ; and now thou mayft turn away thine eyes from me, or 
ceafe petitioning ; for thou haft the thing thou haft been praying and look¬ 
ing up to me for. 

II. The reafon of Chrift’s faying fo to his church, or bidding her turn away 
her eyes from him, is, becaufe they had overcome him. Thefe words are very 
differently render’d. 1. Some read them thus; for they have lifted me up, 
fo Ainfworth : or that they might lift me up % fo Junius ; i. e. make me 
chearful, comfort and encourage me: There is a near union between Chrift 
and his church, from whence arifes a very great fympathy ; he has a fellow 
feeling with his people, in all their afflictions, both inward and outward, 
temporal or fpiritual; when they are afflifted, he is afflicted ; when they 
are caft down, he is as it were call down with them ; and when they are 
chearful, he is fo too ; he weeps with them that weep , and rejoices with them 
that rejoice. The church being in a comfortable frame, and in the exercife 
of faith and love upon him, he is as it were cheated by it, and rejoiced at it; 
but this muft be underftood only as expreflive of that near fympathy there is 
between them, and not as implying weaknefs or alteration in him, who is fub- 
jeft to no change. 2. Others read the words thus, for they have jtrengtben - 
ed me ; and fo our tranflators have rendered the word, in Pfal. cxxxviii. 3. 
and then the fenfe is, they have ftrengthened my defire towards thee, and 
confirmed me in it, as R. David Kimcbi * obferves; and it is as if he fhould 
fay. It is true, as I am thine, and thou art mine, I always had a defire to¬ 
wards. thee, and to thy company ; and it is not long fince I fignified it to thee; 
but fince thine eyes have been fo intently fixed on me, thy faith and love 
have been fo much exercifed upon me, methinks my defire towards thee is 
ftrengthened and increafed: But this muft be underftood as expreflive of 
that great regard which Chrift had to her, and be taken with the lame cau¬ 
tion 

c Ut illi efferent me, J*n, 1111 enim me extolenmt, Mercer . * In lib. ShHafh. rad. ^fTV 
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tion as before. 3, Others, • as R. Sol. Jarcbi % read the words thus, for they 
have made me proud: The word is rendered, to behave one's felf proudly^ in 
Ifa . iii. 5. by our tranflators. Chrilt, as I may fo fay, is proud of his people, 
whom the father has given him, and he has purchased with his own blood ; 
he takes a kind of pride as well as pleafure in them ; he is proud of that 
beauty which he himfelf has put upon them, and of thofe graces which he 
has wrought in them, and efpecially that of faith, when it is inexercife: What 
notice did he take of the Centurion’s faith, and in a kind of a boafting man¬ 
ner, as being proud of it, fay to his followers, I have not found fo great faith, 
no , not in Ifrael. Here is an inftance of faith for you i fuch an one as is not to be 
match’d in Ifrael . 4. Others f read them thus, they have made me fierce \ not with 
anger and indignation, but with love ; for there is a power, a force, a fiercenefs 
in love as well as in wrath ; love is firong as death \ 3 tis fo not only in Chrilt’s 
people towards him, but more efpecially in him towards them •, his affeftions are 
very ftrong towards them, and are fometimes let out with a greater force upon 
them than at other times, as they feem to be here. 5. R. Aben.Ezra e renders 
them thus ,they areJlronger than me , or they have taken away my ftrength\ fo that 
I am as one that is dead, and have no life and fpirit in me: Thefe fparkling 
eyes of thine have tranfported me into a kind of an extacy, that I am fcarce 
myfelf: And to this purpofe the Septuagint render it, h they have made me to 
fly away ; i. e. out of myfelf, which agrees with our verfion, they have over¬ 
come me, I am not mafter of myfelf \ the fenfe is the fame with Chap. iv. 9. 
Now this lhews us, (1.) The power of faith \ which not only fubdues king¬ 
doms, flops the mouths of lions, and puts to flight the armies of the aliens, but 
conquers God himfelf. (2.) This is owing very much to the importunity 
of it, which is increafed by feeming denials: Faith will not let Chrilt alone, 
nor let him go, nor will it ceafe petitioning, till it has got the blefiing •, and 
the repulfes |it meets with, do but increafe its importunity. See Gen. xxxii. 

26. Exod. xxxii. 9, 10. Mat. xv. 24-28. 3. Chrift’s being overcome by 

the church, does not imply any weaknefs in him, blit is a dilcovery of his 
aftonifhing, condefcending love and grace, that he Ihould be willing to be 
held, as it were a captive, by a poor finful creature ; that he Ihould be wil¬ 
ling to be overcome by us, who has conquered all our enemies, fin, fatan, 
hell and death for us, is furprizing and amazing; and perhaps, on this ac¬ 
count, as well as upon fome others, we may be faid to be more than conque¬ 
rors, becaufe we are the conquerors of him who has conquered all. 


-Thy hair is as a flock of goats that appear 


Ver. 5. Latter part,— 
from Gilead . 

Ver, 6. Thy teeth are as a flock of Jheep, which go up from the wajh- 
ing, whereof every one beareth twins , and there is not one barren 
among them . 

Ver. 7. As a piece of a pomegranate are thy temples within thy locks . 

T HESE commendations of the church’s beauty are delivered in the 
fame words, in Chap. iv. 1, 2, 3. but the repetition of them here is 

' not 

♦ Me fuperbiorem faciunt. Tig. f Ipfi reddiderunt efferum me, Jr. Montan . Ii ferocire fecerunt 
me, Cocc. t Fortiores fuerunt me, Pagnin. Mercer. h * JIT PHI"! «W!f fu. Sept. Ipfi me 
avolare fecerunt, Vulg. Lot. 
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not vain Hid idle! but may be for the following rtaforts. 1; To (hew the 
reality and certainty of her beauty ; that it was no imaginary beauty, but a 
real one. So things are fometimes repeated for the confirmation of them. 
2. To put her in mind of it, that file might value it, and herfelf upon it, 
as coming from Chrift, who had made her perfeftly comely, through the 
comelinefs which he had put upon her. 3. To allure her that her beauty 
was ftill the fame, and that he had the fame opinion of it as ever he had, 
notwithftanding all her failings and infirmities ; and therefore expreffes it in 
the very fame words he had ufed before her backflidings from him. 4. Tu 
manifeft the unchangeableneis of his love towards her ; that he is Jefus, the 
fame to day, yejlerday, and for ever * that he is the Lord that changes not , and 
therefore the fons of Jacob are not con fumed. But having explained thole 
words in Chap. iv. I fhall not confider them any further here, but only juft 
obferve fome few variations and differences between them •, though they are 
not indeed very material. In ver. 5. the word mount is omitted, which may 
be fupplied from Chap. iv. 1. In ver. 6. the word fheep is exprefied, which 
is underftood in Chap . iv. 2. as is the word even Jhorn omitted here, though 
exprefled there. In ver. 7. is wholly omitted that part of the defcription which 
concerns the beauty of the church's lips and fpeech; though ’tis added at 
the end of the fixth verfe, by the Septuagint, but is not in the hebrew copies •, 
neither is it took notice of by the Targum, on the places nay, the Mafora on 
Chap. iv. 3. remarks fome words as only ufed in that place, and therefore 
this was not repeated here in the copies then in ufe. 

Ver. 8. There are threefcore queens and four [core concubines 3 and vir* 
gins ‘without number . 

Ver. 9. My dove 9 my undejiled is but one y Jhe is the only one of her 
mother 9 Jhe is the choice one of her that bare her : fhe daughters 
faw her and blejfed her j yea] the queens and the concubines % and 
they praifed berk 

C HRIST having commended the church's beauty, both in general, and 
in particular inftances, as fhe might be confidered by herfelf, without 
refpeft to others in the preceding verfes, now commends her, as fhe might 
ftaiid related to, or be compared with others. And, 

I. The perfons with whom fhe ftands compared, and to whom fhe ap¬ 
pears preferable, are queens, concubines and virgins without number. 

II. The things in which foe appears to be preferable to them, ar That 

fhe is but one. Secondly, the only oUe of her mother . Thirdly , The choice one 
of her that bare her. And then, 

III. Her beauty is commended by the notice the daughters , queens and 
concubines took of it, who, as foOn as ever they faw her, blejfed and 
praifed her . 

I. The perfons with whom lhe (lands compared, and appears 'preferable 
to, are the threefcore queens , and fourfeore concubines , and virgins without num¬ 
ber, mentioned in ver . 8 . which words may be confidered , either as an af* 

fortiori 
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fertion that there are fo many, a certain number being put for an uncertain- 
one; orelfe as a fuppofition, though there may .he fo many, yet mg mfa- 
filed is but one, &c. Queens are thofe who were the principal wives of kings, 
who brought portions with them, whole children inherited, and they; theqi- 
felves, with their royal hulbands, had the management of affairs: Concubines 
are fecondary wives, or half wives, as the 4 word may be render'd ; they 
were fuch who brought no portions b with them ; and though they were ad¬ 
mitted to the fellowftiip of the bed, yet their children did not inherit, but 
had only fome gifts given to them 5 nor had they themfelve9 any lhare in 
the government of the houfe, but rather a&ed like fervants under the others; 
fuch were Edgar, Zilpah , Bilbab , &c. *Tbe virgins without number , are. un¬ 
married perfons ; thefe were the maids of honour* who waited and attended 
upon the queens. Now there are in the words, an allufion either to the cuftom 
and practice of kings and great perfons, who had more wives than one, had 
many concubines, and a large number of virgins to attend upon them: And 
this was not only the pra£tice of Heathen, but alfo of Jewilh princes, as 
David and Solomon , which latter, more efpecially, had a large number; and 
’tis thought, that a regard is had more particularly to his queens and concu¬ 
bines in this text ; for which reafon fome have thought that this book was 
written before he gave fo great a loofe to his lufts, as we find he did ; for 
we are told, 1 Kings xi. 3. that he had feven hundred wives , princeffes, and 
three hundred concubines . Or elfe, the allufion is to a nuptial folemnity, and 
the ceremony of introducing the bride into the bridegroom’s houfe, who 
ufed to be attended with a large number of perfons.of diftinftion ; fee Pfal. 
xlv. between which and this long, there is a very great refemblance; and 
perhaps, that was the plan of this ; there the queen is reprefented as Handing 
in gold of Ophir, which anfwers to Chrift’s church and bride here, and means 
the fame there; alfo kings daughters , which anfwer to the queens here, are faid 
to be among her honourable women , who were attendants on her; and the 
virgins , her companions , are faid to follow her, when Ihe was introduced into 
the king’s prefence. 

Now by thefe threefcore queens , fourfcore concubines , and virgins without 
number , may be meant, either, 

1 ft. The feveral kingdoms and nations of the world: And by queens* may 
be meant thofe kingdoms and countries, which are more .large, ljich and 
flourilhing: By concubines, thofe which are inferior to them, either in large- 
nefs, riches or numbers : And by virgins , the vaft multitude of inhabitants 
which fill them : And then the lenfe is this ; though there are many large, 
rich and populous nations in the world ; yet my church is preferable to them 
all: Thefe all put together, cannot equal her ; for as the lily is amdng thorns, 
and is preferable to them ; fo my love is among the daughters , the nations of 
the world, and is preferable to them all. Or, 

2 dly. By them may be meant falfe churches, who pretend to be the true 
fpoufe of Chrift, but are not fo. By queens may be meant, thofe who boaft 

* them* 

* tMTfi Quidam vocem compofitam volant .ex Airuifi, & Pit ffttnxer, qihfi txor divi/a 

vcl dimidia , Buxtorf. b Vid. Jarchlum in Gen. 25,6. Schindler. Lex. Pentaglpt. fol. 1308, 
David dePomis. Lex. Heb, fol. 143. 1, & Kimchi lib, Shoraih, in voce : - — 
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themfelVdtoP thrifriches and numbers,' and would be «ftee*$ed. on that, ac- 
count the 1 1 hie'bride of Chrift, as the church'of Rome, whfr faith in her heart * 
I Jit a qtetn, and am no widow, and yet &an harlot, nay,, the mother of bar- 
lots . By concubines , fuch who are inferior in wealth and muijlpcrs,. but equally 
corrupt ih principles, and which make the fame pretenfions the others do ; 
fuch are the Arian, Socinian , &c. churches: And by virgins without number , 
the large multitude of poor, weak and ignorant people, which are fedyced 
and carried afide by them. But now Chrift’s church* though it does not 
make fo great a figure in th£-world, nordbes it appear in fo.much external 
pomp and fplendor, nor has it the riches^and numbers that thefe may have, 
yet in Chriflfs 1 efteem, is preferable to them all. Though, 

3 dfys Others e think, that the feveral forts of preachers in the church are 
here intended and that by queens are meant minifters of the firft rank, who 
are faithful to Chrift and his gofpel, and are inftrumental in bringing forth 
many : fouls‘unto him and* by coneubines, iboh who corrupt the word of God, 
and handle it deceitfully , who are falfe apoftles, deceitful workers , transforming 
ibemfelves into the apoftles of Chrift ; who feek not Chrift, but themfel ves, not 
his honour* but their own applaufe.: And by virgins , fuch who, though re¬ 
generated, yet, at prefent, are not fit for the miniftry, but are training up for 
it in the feveral churches or fchools of learning; and may be fuch, whom 
the apoftle calls novices, not a novice a young tender plant , one that 

is newly planted in chriftianity, and has arrived to fome knowledge of the 
gofpel, but as yet not fit for the office of abifhop. But, 

4 tbly, The words feem rather to be underftood of the feveral degrees A of 
believers. By queens may be meant believers of the higheft form, fuch whom 
Chrift has honoured with greater gifts and larger meafures of grace; in 
whofe hearts and lives grace reigns more glorioufly than in others, and who 
have a greater neaj-nefs to Chrift, and more communion with him than or 
thers have y and by concubines, believers of an inferior fort, who are of a 
mbre fervite and legal-fpirit, fiaVe more of a fpirit of bondage than the fpirit 
of adoption , but yet thefe have fellowlhip and communion with Chrift at 
’times ?’ tlfid by -virgins, young converts, new born babes, that have not fo 
much experience as either of the former: So that this diftribution of believers 
into quttnsi concubines' and virgins , fee ms to fuit with the divifion of them into 
•faebite, young men and children , which is made, i John ii. 13, i4- an ^ w hat 
“femt to ftrengthen this fenfe of the words, is their bldfingand praifing the 
the following verfe. In an ancient traft pf the Jews, called c Mi - 
td&fb ffantieeldm, the queens y in the next verfe, are faid to be the fathers ejr 
■patriatths \ thtcpncubines^tbc profelytesof righteoufnefs ; and the daughters, 
thedkQgfcms of JtrUfakm . Now Chrift’s churfh, confidered as a collective 
preferable to fin#e believers, even to the greateft of them. And 
it ts affo well obferved by’ f one, that there are: more concubines than qyeens, 
and ihbfl^Vrfgins than either of them ; for there are more weak believers and 


. 

* Greg. Thom. & Beda in San&. in loc. d So Durham in loc. & Augufl. 

NP£eUus panes in Sanft. in loc. e In Zohar in Gen. fol. 77. 1. 

’ Durham jiffecr 
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babes in Chrift, than there are ftrong ones ; thofe of the higheft rank and 
form are very rare ; there are but few to be found in comparifon of the other ; 
but Chrift's bride comprehends them all, and is preferable to them, which is 
the next thing to be confidered. 

II. Chrift, in ver. 9. commends his church above all thofe queens, concu¬ 
bines and virgins \ he gives her two excellent titles, which fhew her to be 
fuperior to others ; the firft of which, my dove, has been explained in Chap . 
ii. 14. and the other, my undefiled , in Chap . v. 2. and therefore need no 
further explanation here. The things in which Ihe appears to be preferable to 
all thefe forementioned perfons, are, 

Firft * That fhe is but one, and they are many; which may be exprelTive, 
1. Of the church’s fewnefs in number, who, if compared with the nations of 
the world, which is the firft fenfe given of the former words, fhe is but 
like one to fixty or eighty, nay, to an inumerable multitude •, there are but 
few that are chofen, though many are externally called : Chrift’s church is but 
a remnant , according to the election of grace \ ’tis but one of a city, and two 
cf a family , that Chrift brings to Zion •, they are but a little flock , to whom 
the heavenly kingdom is bequeathed. 2. Of the church’s unity in herfelf. 
(1.) She is but one body ; as there are various members in an human body, and 
yet but one body, fo likewife is the church, though confifting of many be¬ 
lievers : As there are many fheep and lambs in a flock, and yet but one 
flock, under the care of one ftiepherd; many beds in a garden, and a variety 
of fpices, flowers, herbs and plants in thefe beds, and yet but one garden ; 
even fo, though there are many particular congregated churches, and in thofe 
churches many believers, yet there is but one general affembly and church of 
the firft born , which are written in' heaven. (2.) She has but one fpirit, 
which attuates and influences this body; the fame fpirit that dwells in the 
head, Chrift, dwells in his body, the church ; and the fame that dwells in the 
body, dwells in every member of it; for though there are diverfities of gifts, 
and various graces, yet there is but one fpirit who diftributes them to the fe- 
veral members for their ufe and profit. (3.) She has but one head and huf- 
band, Lord and Saviour; fhe has but one head, to whom fhe holds, and 
from whom fhe receives life and nourifhment, and fo increafes with the in- 
creafe of God ; but one hufband, whom fhe owns and acknowledges as 
fuch, and to whom fhe’s efpoufed as a chafte virgin ; but one lord , under 
whole government fhe is, and to whom alone fhe yields obedience ; and but 
one mediator , that fhe regards, and makes ufe of, and that is the man Chrift 
Jefus. 4. Though the church confifts of many members, yet being but one 

body united to one head, and actuated by one and the fame fpirit, they en¬ 
joy the fame privileges ; they are built upon one and the fame foundation, 
Chrift ; they are wafhed in the fame blood, they wear the fame righteoufnefs, 
and receive from the fame fulnefs, grace for grace . (5.) They make a pro- 

fefiion of one and the fame faith *, for as there is but one Lord , fo there is but 
one faith ; the do&rine of grace is invariable, ’tis like the author of it, the 
fame yefterday , to day , and for ever ; there never vizi another gofpel, nor never 
will be ; the faith which the church now profeffes, is what was once delive¬ 
red to the faints, to be kept by them, and which they, funding faft in one 
fpirit, fhould ftrive for the purity of * which cannot be, unlefs they are per - 

G g g ” feSlly 
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ftBly joined together in the fame mindy and in the fame judgment* (6.)Thffy 
are one in worfliip : The object of worlhip is one and the fame, and io is the 
fpirit which alTiits them in it, as well as the form of it * for as there is but 
one Lordy and one faith 9 fo there is but one baptifm ; whofe fubjetts and mode 
of adminiftration fhould continue the fame without any variation, until the 
end of time ■, and but one Lord’s-lupper ; and fo it may be faid of every 
other ordinance, and of every part of religious worfliip ; for faints as 
they worlhip one and the lame God, under the influences of one and 
the fame fpirit, and in the fame way, fo likewife Ihould they, with one 
content \ which they cannot be faid to do, when an ordinance is ad- 
miniftred by lome, oneway, and by fome, another. (7.) They are one in 
affections, or at leaft ought to be; their chief bufinefs Ihould be to to keep 
the unity cf the fpirit in the bond of peace, and that from the aforefaid con- 
fiderations: for this is one end of their calling, the glory of their profeffion, 
and a diftinguifhing charadler of their being the difciples and church of (Thrift. 
3. This may be alio expreflive of her being the only lpoule and bride of 
Chrift, my dovey my undefiled is but one ; that is, though other princes may 
have their fixty queens and eighty concubines, and an innumerable company 
of virgins to wait upon them, yet I have but one, and am well fatisfied with 
her, I defire none but her; my one is preferable to their many; as fhe fays, 
1 am my beloved' j, that is, 1 only am his, he has none befides me, and bis 
defire is towards me 9 and to none elfe. 

Secondly , He fays, that fhe is the only one of her mother . By her mother , is 
meant Jerufalem, which is above , which is the mother of us all ; and by her be¬ 
ing the only one of her mother *, we are to underftand that fhe had no other but 
her; for though we read in Chap. i. 6. of her mother's children , yet we are to 
underftand them of carnal profefTors, who had the name but not the nature 
of children, were not true fons of the church, were baftards and not fons. 
Or eile the meaning is, that fhe was to him as a mother’s only child ; no mo¬ 
ther could more tenderly love an only child than he did her : So that it may 
be expreflive of that ftrong affeftion and tender paffion which he bore to her. 

Thirdly , He fays, that fhe is the choice one of her that bare ber y which is a peri- 
pbrajis of her mother ; and her being the choice one of her, fhews how much 
fhe was valued and efteemed by her ; of all her mother’s children, fhe was 
loved the beft. Moreover, the word 8 may be tranflated the pure or clean 
one ; and fo (he is as clothed with that fine linen, clean and white, which is the 
righteoufnefs of the faints , as wafhed in Chrift’s blood, which cleanfetb from 
all fin, as fanftified by the fpirit, purified by faith, and fprinkled with clean wa¬ 
tery the grace of the everlafting covenant. Alfo, as fhe was free from the 
pollution of error and falfe worfhip, was of an unfpotted converfation, 
and was now, or at leaft, had been lately in the furnace of affliblion, where 
Chrift had purified her, and made her white and clean. 

III. Chrift commends her beauty by obferving what notice the daughters* 
queens and concubines took of it, and how much they praifed and commend¬ 
ed her for it. The daughters faw ber y and bleffed her y the queens and the con¬ 
cubines 

* N’H Maud* ipfa genitrici fuse, Ar. f/lontan . Putt eft genltr<ri-fa* y Chc. Mercer. 

Parent ilUm apud gtnhxicciD foam, Jun . 8 
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cubinety.and they praifed her ; which may be underftood, i. Of the great 
efteem which the church had or fliould have in the world, and that from the 
great men of it: which will appear more vifibly in the latter day, when 
thofe prophecies fhall be fulfilled, of which we read in If a* xlix. 23. and,}*. 
3, io* 11. when kings fhall be her nurfing fathers, and queens her ntirfing 
mothers, and God’s Jerufalem , the church, fhall be the praife in the whole 
earth. Or, 2. Of the great value and efteem which profeffors, ; and efpecially. 
young converts, have of the church *, in whole eyes file’s the fair eft among wa r 
men ; who as foon as ever they faw her were raviftied with her beauty, loved 
her, and wifh’d themfelves as happy as fhe-, for, 3. They blejfed her, i. e, 
accounted her happy, as well they might, feeing file was blejfed with all fpf 
ritual bleffmgs in Chrifi ; and indeed, whether we confi'der the faints either 
as to their entertainment in Gpd’s houfe, or.their employment there, it may 
be faid of them what the queen of Sheba faid of Solomon 1 s fervants, 1 Kings 
x. 8. Happy are thy men 9 happy are tbefe thy fervants which Jland continually 
before thee, and hear thy wifdm. And, 4. They wilhed all happjnefs to her, 
and prayed for it, which alfo may be the fenfe of the words, they blejfed her \ 
(tePfal. cxxix. 8. They prayed for the peace of Jerufalem, which was their 
duty ; and in doing which they fhew their affedtion to the church : Nay, 5. 
They not only thought well of her, and wifhed well to her; but they alio 
praifed her, i. e. they I poke well of her, and highly commended her beauty : So 
that Chrifi: was not alone in his opinion of her ; for others thought her to be 
an accompliflied beauty as well as he % and this, as it ferves to commend her 
beauty, fo its being took notice of by Chrifi - , fhews how much he was pleafed 
with it; for as thofe that touch his people, touch the apple .of, bis eye \ and 
whatfoever is fpoken againft them, he takes as fpoken againft himfelf: So 
whenever they are praifed and fpoken well of, he is well pleafed with it. 

Ver. 10. Who is Jhe that looketh forth as the morning, fair as the 
tnoon , clear as the fun , and terrible as an army with banners ? 

fT^HESE are either the words of Chrifi:, commending and wondering at 
X the beauty of his church, and confirming the daughters praifes of her ; 
which lhews that they were neither wrong, nor were they alone in their opi¬ 
nion of her for fhe was an aftoni filing beauty in the eyes of him, who feetb 

not as man feetb, neither judges after the outward appearance: Or elfe, they 
are the words of the daughters of Jerufalem continued and this I rather in¬ 
cline to, for the following reafons, 1. The conneftion between this and the 
preceding verfe is very eafy, efpecially if we fupply the word, faying, , as ic 
is fometimes done, as in Jer. xxxi. 3. and fo read the words thus, The 
daughters faw her and blejfed her , the queens and the concubines ; and they 
praifed her , faying. Who is fhe that looketh forth as the morning, &c. 2. 

This gives a ready anfwer to fuch a queftion that might be afked, What was 

it the daughters, queens and concubines faid of her v when they gave her 
commendations, declared her the happy perfon, and fung her praifes ? Why, 
it was this. Who is jhe that looketh forth cts the morning , &c. 3. It confirms 
what Chrifi: had faid of her, in ver. 4. that fhe was terrible as an army with 
banners \ that they had juft the fame opinion of her as he had,- and therefore 
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ufethe fame words; but if they were fuppofed to be thoiwords of GhriAf 
it would make a manifeft tautology, which is lcarce to be^lofted of in^hu 
fame commeridation. 4. It bell agrees with other parts of this-fong, whidf 
appear to be the words of the daughters of Jerufalem y as Chap: iii. 6 . and viii. 
5. 5. The Targum or Chaldee paraphrafe upon this text, takes them to be 

the words of the people or nations of the world, which, in this paraphrafe, are 
fometimes underftood by the daughters of Jerufalem . . And though the words 
are interrogatory, yet they are not the effeft of ignorance, but of wonder 
and furprize. Thefe daughters were not ignorant of the church ; they knew 
who Ihe was, but were furprized at her glory and beauty •, the way of fpeaking 
is much like that in Jfa . lxiii. 1. Who is this that cometh from Edom, 
Having now conlidered whofe words they are, I lhall in the next place con- 
fider the words themfelves, and the meaning of them ; and they may be ex- 
prefiive, 

Firfty Of the ftate and condition of the church in the feveral ages of the 
world ; efpecially in thofe three remarkable ones, that before the law, that 
under the law, and this under the gofpel. There is a manifeft gradation in 
the text, and this appears in the church, in thofe feveral periods in which 
there was an increafe of her faith, light, knowledge and glory. And, 

1/?, The ftate of the church before the law was given, from Adam to 
Mofes., may be intended in the firft expreffion. Who is Jhe that looketh forth as 
the morning ? And here give me leave to obferve, 1. That Adam’s fin brought 
not only a night of darknefs upon his own foul, but alfo upon all the world 
befides. Man, who in his firft creation was endued with light and know¬ 
ledge, is now become a poor, dark creature by the fall; nay, is darknefs it- 
felf; he is born and brought up in darknefs, and walks on in it, not knowing 
whither he goes until he is called by divine grace; when he appears to be a 
child of the day> and not of night nor of darknefs. 2. The firft difplay of 
grace to fallen man, which was in the garden, after the night of darknefs 
had invaded his foul, was like the dawn of the morning, when the feed of 
the woman , the glorious Meffiab , was made known to Adam , as who Ihould 
break the bead of the ferpent , and fo redeem him, and thofe of his fallen 
race, whom God had fet apart for himfelf; this ftruck the light of joy and 
comfort into his foul ; thofe dark and dreadful apprehenfions he had of 
things, in a great meafure, then vanilhed and difappeared ; this breaking lip 
bf covenant-grace unto him, was like the break of day, or like the firft ap¬ 
pearance of a glorious morning : And as for fatan, whole works are works of 
darknefs, and cannot bear the light, like a beaft of prey, he leer’d off, and 
lurk’d into his den, when this morning-light thus firft broke out. This wa9 
the firft appearance and revelation of grace to fallen man. 3. This light of 
grace whichnow began to fliew itfelf, like the morning-light, increafed yet more 
and more; there were greater breakings forth of it afterwards, not only to Adam 
himfelf; who was taught by God the way of facrificing, and therein to look 
by faith to the great facrifice, Chrift, who was to be offered up for the fin 
of man ; but alfo to fucceeding patriarchs, particularly to Noab> v/hojound 
grace in the eyes of the Lord , became a preacher of rigbteoufnefs , and that not 
of moral righteoufnefs only, but alfo of evangelical, even the righteoufnefs 

which 



Ver. i<fiM SONG of S O N G ;S, 41 j 

which by faith ; but more efpecialjy to Abraham, to whom it was pro- 
fhiied> that the Mefliah Ihould be of his feed, and in that feed all pations be 
Hefted: There was fo great a difcovery of grace made unto him, that the 
gofpel is faid to be preached unto him ; and then to his grandfon Jacoby 
there was a greater difcovery made ; for not only the Mefliah was revealed 
unto him as God’s falvation , which he fays he waited for, and that he IhouldL 
be of Abraham's feed ; but alfo more particularly that he Ihould fpring from 
the tribe of Judah . The time of his coming is pointed out by him, as well 
as the glory and magnificence which Ihould attend him, by a mighty con¬ 
fluence of people to him, in that famous prophecy of his, Gen. jclix; 10* 
Thus the morning-light of the gofpel went on apace, and increafed exceed¬ 
ingly. But, 4. Though here was light broke forth, and that increafing, yet 
it was but fmall, in companion of what appeared in after ages. The firft 
difplay of grace feems rather to be by way of threatening to fat an, than by 
way of promife to fallen man ; and though it was made known to our firft 
parents, that the Mejftah Ihould be the feed of the woman ; yet, perhaps, it 
was not fo clearly revealed, till Ifaiah's time, that he Ihould be born of 4 
virgin ; which might be the reafon that our mother Eve was fo miftaken in 
the birth of her firft fon, as to imagine that fhe had got the Mefliah ; for fo 
thofe words in Gen . iv. 1. according to fome, may be read, I have gotten a man % 
the Lord ; and Jonathan Ben Uzziel , in his Targum on the place paraphrafes 
it thus, I have got the man, the angel of the Lord ; but Ihe could never have 
thought fo, had fhe known that he was to be born of a virgin. Moreover, 
the greatnefs of his perfon, his feveral offices of prophet, prieft and king, 
the nature, efficacy and end of his fufferings, his relurrettion, afcenfion and 
feffion at the Father’s right-hand, are more clearly fpoken of by David\ in 
his book of Pfalms, and by Tfaiah in his prophecy, than were before ; and 
no doubt but there was more light in the church, in David's, Solomon's , and 
more efpecially in Ifaiab' s time, than there had been in ages preceding. But 
yet, 5. Thofe difcoveries of grace which were made before the law was 
given, like the chearful morning, brought joy and comfort along with them, 
particularly to Adam , who ftood trembling, expedting every moment to have 
the awful fentence of wrath pronounced, and the fevere ftroke of juftice 
given ; when on a fudden, grace appears, a Saviour is revealed, and the 
darknefs of guilt and horror which filled his foul, difappears, and in the 
room of it an univerfal joy and pleafure diffufes itfelf. The Jews tell b us of 
ten fongs that are fung in the world, and the firft, they fay, was that which 
Adam fung when the Lord pardoned his iniquity ; and indeed, he had a great 
deal of reafon for it. Nay, it was not only joy to Adam , but alfo to all the 
angels in heaven, who ftood aftonifhed and furprized to fee all human na¬ 
ture loft at once, and that, to all appearance, irrecoverably; but whilft they 
were waiting to fee what the iflue of things would be, a glorious difplay of 
grace is made, the way of falvation, by the incarnate fon of God, is opened, 
which caufed thefe bright ferapbs to clap their wings, and thefe morning Jlars 
to fing together. Glory to God in the higheft ; for if they rejoice at the t con- 
verfion of a Tingle finner, much more would they at the tidings of falvatipn 


to 
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to Adam, and fo many of his race. And fo all alter-difcoveries of grace, to 
lucceeding patriarchs, were more or lefs attended with joy and .pleaiure : ft is 
particularly remarked of Abraham , John viii. 56. that he fayj ChrilVs day ; 
and was glad; 

2 dl)\ The ftate of the church under the law, may be reprefented under 
the fecond expreffion, fair as the moon . Such was the nature of divine wor- 
Ihip, under that difpenfation, that it may very aptly be let forth by this 
phrafe ; and I cannot but be of opinion, that the ceremonial law is intended 
by the m which is laid to be under the church’s/^/, in Rev, xii. 1. for tho* 
it was abolilhed by the death of Chrift, yet it was kept up and maintained by 
many of the Jews, even of thofe that believed *, fo that it was one of the greatelt 
difficulties that the Chriftian church had to grapple with s for thq* it was under 
the feet of Chrift, yet it was a long time bdore it was under the feet of the 
church, and a wonder it was when it was accomplifhed ; for perfons are natu¬ 
rally fond of ceremonies, and many had rather part with a dodrine or an ordi¬ 
nance of thegofpel than with an idle ceremony or an old cuftom, tho’ never 
fo ridiculous \ and this was, in a great meafure, the cafe of the Jews ; Thou, 
feeft brother , fays James to Paul , Ads xxi. 20, hew many thoufands of Jews there, 
are which believe , and they are all zealous of the law . Now the ceremonial law 
may be very aptly reprelented by the moon*, for, 1. It confifted much in the 
oblervation of new moons j its folemn feafts were govern’d by them; fee 2 Chron . 
viii. 12, 13. Ifa . i. 13, 14. Amos viii. 5. Col . ii. 16. 2. There was fome light 
in it, and it gave light to the faints in the night of Jewilh darkneis ; it pointed 
out Chrift unto them, and was their fchool-mafter, to teach and lead them to 
him. But, 3. Like the moon it was the leffer light, that which ruled by night, 
and not by day: the light it gave was inferior to that which faints have under 
the gofpel-difpenfation. 4. As the moon has its fpots, fo had this its imper- 
fedions ; had it been fault lefs, there had been no need of a new difpenfation to 
have fucceeded *, but God had provided fome better thing for us New Teftament- 
faints, that they , the Old Tcftament-faints, without us jhould not be made perfeft % 
for this law could not make them fo, it could neither perfedly fan&ify, nor 
juftify, nor expiate fin. 5. Like the moon, was variable and changeable ; it is 
done away, this middle wall of partition is broken down *, this hand writing of or¬ 
dinances is blotted out \ it is not only like the moon in the wain, waxen old , but 
is alfo entirely vanijhedaway. But now, notwithftanding all this, the church, 
as confidered in her obfervance of the ceremonial law, was fair > there was a 
beauty in that kind of vvorfliip: The laws of it being the ordinances and in- 
ftitutions of God, and when performed in faith, and according to the will df 
God, were amiable and lovely. But, 

'gdly. The ftate of the church under the gofpel-difpenfation, may be laid 
to be clear as the fun *, for now the glorious fun of righteoujnefs is rifen, that 
great light of the world has appeared and made that day , which, by way of 
tmphafis* is fo often fpoken of in the books of the prophets. Now the 
lhadows are fled and gone, Chrift, the fubftance, being come, greater %ht 
and more knowledge, with clearer faith, are the faints polled of than they were 
wnder the law ; the leaf in the kingdom of heaven is greater than fohsxthi bapr 
tijl. Now faints, not with faces veiled, but with open face , hot through 

gloomy 
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gloomy - lhadbws and, cloudy facrifices, but as in a dear, tranfpafcnt glafs r 
behold the glory of the Lord , and are changed into it. Some Jewifh writers c 
interpret this of the coming of the Mefiiah, and redemption by him, before 
whom darknefs will flee away. 

Moreover, as there is one glory of the moon, and another glory of the fun y 
and that of the fun far exceeds that of the moon, fo the glory of the gofpel- 
difpenfation far exceeds that of the legal one: If the church was then fair as 
the tnootty fhe muft be now clear as the fun . The excelling glory of the gof-> 
pel-difpenfation is fee in a true light by the apoftlc, in 2 Cor. iii. 7, 8, 9, 
10. Now, 

4 tbly 7 The church, in all thefe feveral periods, whether fhe be confidered 
before the law or under the law, or under the gofpel, is terrible as an army 
with banners \ the church was always militant in all ages of the world ; 
and as fhe never wanted enemies to fight with, fo fhe never wanted a leader, 
and a commander to march before her ; nor proper officers to keep her in or-' 
der, nor fuitable armour to put on and ufe, nor did fhe ever fail of victory, 
but was always mere than a conqueror through him that loved her; and fo was 
like a well ordered or well difeiplined army, terrible to her enemies. 

Secondly , The ftate of the Chriftian church, from the times of Chrift: and 
his apoftles, until his fecond coming and prefentation of her to himfelf in 
glory, may be here reprefented. And, 

\ft. The primitive church, or that in the age of the apoftles, may be in¬ 
tended by the fir ft expreflion; Who is Jhe that looketh forth as the morning ? for 
then the morning of gofpel-light broke, and fwiftly and fuddenly fpread it- 
felf over the nations of the world \ it produced joy and gladnefs wherever 
it came, and moved on irrefiftibly, maugre all the oppofition that was made 
againft it, and could no more be flopped in its progrefs than the morning- 
light can. 

2 dly y The ftate of the church, in fome after-ages, may be fet forth by the. 
next phrafe, fair as the moon , it being variable and changeable \ and like 
the moon, had different phafes and appearances; fometimes lying under 
fore trials and grievous perfections, and at other times enjoying reft and 
peace; fometimes retaining the do&rines and ordinances of the gofpel in 
their power and purity, and at other times over-run with errors and herefie§. 

%dly y The church being faid to be clear as the fun y may either be deferip- 
tive of her ftate and condition in Conjlantine’s time, when fhe was clothed 
with the fun y was in a great deal of fplendor and glory, had the moon y the 
ceremonial law, under her feet , and a crown of twelve Jlars upon her heady the 
glorious do&rine of the twelve apoftles, and were as terrible to her adver- 
faries as an army with banners ; Or elfe, the ftate of the church in the latter 
day-glory, when the light of the moon Jhall be as the light of the fun y and the 
light of the fun Jhall be fevenfold: Or elfe, as glorified in heaven, enjoying 
confummate happinefs with Chrift in the kingdom of his father, where the 
righteous Jhine forth as the fun , and are out of the reach of all their enemies. 

Fbirdlyy Thefe words may alfo be expreffive of the ftate and condition of 
particular believers, who in their firft converfion, may be faid to look forth as 
p he morning ; their light and knowledge being but fmall, and their faith weak; 

but 
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but yet like die morning-light, increafing \ for the path of tie juft is as tie 
Jhining light , which Jhines more and more unto the perfect day. As alfo her 
being compared to the morning, may intend the beauty d and glory of be¬ 
lievers, both in their faith and walk, jhe looks forth as the morning ; The 
look of faith is exceeding beautiful in thrift’s eye. See Chap. iv. 9, ot goes 
forth as the rifwg morn % as the Vulgate Latin reads it; /. e . her wfclk and 
converfation is exceeding comely : Moreover, believers, as to their fanftifi- 
cation, may be faid to be fair as the moon , which has its fpots in it; and 
what light it has it derives from the fun : So the fanflification of believers is 
imperfeft, and all the light, grace and holinefs they have come from the 
fun of righteoufnefs ; but then, as to their juftification they are clear as the 
fun> all fair and no fpot in them, and in their faith and converfation are terrible 
to their enemies, as an army with banners . 

Ver. 11. 1 went down into the garden of nuts to fee the fruits of 
the valley y and to fee whether the vine flourifiedy and the pome¬ 
granates budded . 

T HESE are either the words of the church, or of Chrift ; ® fome take 
them to be the words of the church, who not finding Chrift on earth, 
fought him in the heavenly paradife, which they underftand by this nut- 
garden ; and by her going down into it, the lively exercife of her faith on 
the unfeen joys and glories of it, in looking to them, feeking of them, and 
prefiing after them •, though b others, who alfo underftand them as the words 
of the church, yet think that they reprefent her as giving a reafon why, up¬ 
on his departure from her, lhe went not only into the city, but alfo into 
the fields, and that in the night-feafon, which might not appear fo reputable 
to one of her fex; therefore, to wipe off all reproach, and to remove all 
lufpicion of evil defigns in her, as well as to inform him how fhe had em¬ 
ployed herfelf during his abfence, lhe tells him that lhe went into the nut- 
garden, to infpeft the fruits of it, and to fee in what cafe the vines and pome¬ 
granates were. Though I rather think, that they are the words of Chrift, 
declaring to his church where he went, and what he employ’d himfelf about, 
when he departed from her ; and that he was not even then altogether un¬ 
mindful of her, but narrowly looked into the ftate and cafe of her, and her 
members, when lhe thought he was at a diftance from her ; and this agrees 
with what Chrift had faid in Chap . v. 1. I am come into my gar deny &c. and 
alfo confirms what lhe had faid in ver . 2. of this chapter. My beloved is gone 
down into bis garden , &c. Befides, it beft fuits with him who is the owner 
of the garden, to look after the fruits of it, and to fee in what cafe it Hands: 

Moreover, 

4 So of Helena in Theocrit. Idyll. 18. it is faid, Aw? drrtXXotcra. tcciXot In <pam that 
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— I: What is meant ;by this garden of nuts , into which, Chrift fays, he; went 
•' ; down. •', ‘ ., 

: . II. The end of his going there ; which is threefold, i fly To fie the fruits 
-of the valley. 2dly y To fee'whether the vine fourifhed. ^dlj y Whether 
the pomegranates budded. , 


1. I frail enquire what is meant by this garden of nuts into which Chrift is 
faid to go. Some c Jewifr interpreters underftand by it, the fecond temple, 
which was built by the commandment'of Cyrus king of Perfia ; but itfeems 
better to underftand it of the church of Chrift, which is compared to a gar¬ 
den, in Chap . iv. 12. and for what reafons has been there fhewn. And Chrift 
being faid to go down into it, may be an allufion to Solomon's gardens, which 
Jay low, and required a defcent unto them from his palace; and this not 
only is expreftive of the ftate and condition of Chrift’s church, but alfo of 
his condefcenfion in vifiting it, as has been obferved on ver . 2. Now this 
garden here, is faid to be a garden of nuts ; the words are, by fome d , tranf- 
lated the pruned gardens , or the gardens of pruning or Jhearing , deriving the 
word from a root, which fignifies to cut or fhear y and fo fignifies that it is 
a garden well drefied, and pruned, and kept in good order ; and fo indeed 
is Chrift’s church, and therefore is oppofite to, and different from the field 
and vineyard of the fluggard, Prov . xxiv. 30, 31. which was neither in good 
order without nor within ; without, its ftone wall, its fence was broken down ; 
and within, it was all over-run with thorns and nettles; but Chrift’s garden 
is in a much better cafe ; for, 1. It is well fenced with fovereign, powerful 
and diftinguifhing grace ; nay, God himfelf is a wall of fire about it, and 
has appointed falvalion for walls and bulwarks all around it; fo that it is 
ftrongly in'clofed,. and well fecured from the boar out of the wood wafting it, 
and from the wild beaft of the field devouring it. 2. It is well planted ; it is 
not an empty garden within, but is well ftored with plants of all forts, and 
thole the molt excellent, as appears from Chap. iv. 13, 14. it is filled with 
trees of righteoufnejs, which are laden with the fruit thereof, and therefore 
are very valuable. 3, It is well pruned ; for as Chrift is the vine , the prin¬ 
cipal plant in this garden, on which all others grow, and from whence they 
receive their life and nourilhment: So Chrift’s father is the hufbandman, , the 
vine dreffer, the keeper of the garden, and he keeps the plants in good 
order ; for every branch that beareth not fruit , he lops it off, and taketh it 
away ; and every branch that beareth fruity he purgeth or pruneth it, that it 
may bring forth more fruity John xv. i, 2. 4. It is well watered : As the 

Lord is the keeper of it, lo he waters it every moment , with the refrefhing 
dews and delightful ftiowers of divine love and grace; there is a fountain in 
the midft of it to water all the beds, and this is Chrift himfelf; who there¬ 
fore, in Chap. iv. 15. is called the fountain of gardens , who alfo is the well 
of living waters , and whofe grace is as fir cams from Lebanon : So that every 

particu- 
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particular believer, every plant here, is /«*e a wa/ere^ and like a firing 

of water , wbbfe waters fail not. 5. It is well weeded: There,are tares groto 
up in (Thrift's field, and weeds in hjs garden, fuch as hypocrites and carnal 
profeffors ; and Thrift fometimetimes weeds his garden of many of thefe ; 
and that by caufingthe fun of perfection to arjfe upon them, which.fcorches 
and burns them up, they not having root in themfelves ; he fometimea takes 
his fan in his hand, and with it purges his floor of the chaff, and clears 
his churches of fuch fort of perfons as thefe ; but this he will do more effec¬ 
tually at the laft day, when he fhall fend his angels to gather out of his king¬ 
dom all things that offend, and them that do iniquity , Mat. xiii. 41. S 

Moreover, by thefe well dreffed or pruned gardens may be meant, thefe 
particular churches of (Thrift, which are regularly formed, are in good order, 
and are well difeiplined -, whofe members are lively in the exercife of their faith, 
walk agreeably in their lives and conventions, are zealous for the truths of 
thegofpel, and for the maintaining the ordinances of it in their purity, and are- 
not remifs in dealing with offenders, whether they be immoral in their lives, 
or erroneous in their principles •, fuch were, in a great meafure, the churches: 
of Ephefus and Colofje •, fee Rev. ii. 2, 3. Col. li. 5. and with fuch churches. 
(Thrift delights to be, and thefe may expedt his prefence. 

But the word c , though only ufed in this place, is, by Jewifh writers, ge¬ 
nerally render’d a nut ; and fo ic is by the Septuagint, as well as by our tranf- 
lators and others •, and by the garden is meant the church of Chrift, as has 
been obferved before ; and by the nuts which grow in this garden, from whence 
it has the name of a nut-garden, are meant believers, who may be called fo 
for the following reafons ; (1.) Becaufe tho’ they are mean and abjedt without, 
yet are glorious and valuable within; the king's daughter is all glorious within. 
The infide of a believer, like that of the nut, is the beft part of him ; the 
outward appearance of faints is but mean, and the world judging according 
to that, not being capable of feeing any further, look upon them as the off- 
fcouring of all things ■, but (Thrift, who knows their infide as well as their 
outfide, knows what they are by his grace, as well as what they are by na¬ 
ture, that though they are black in themfelves, yet are comely in him ; he 
reckons them the excellent in the earth, in whom is all his delight. (2.) Becaufe 
of their fevcral coverings: In the nut there are the hulk-and fhell, and befides- 
thefe, an inward covering. Believers have feveral coverings, they have the 
robe of (Thrift's righteoufnefs to cover them, which may anfwer the fhell of 
the nut, being lading and durable, will abide for ever, and will bring the 
foul that is enwrapped in it, fafe to glory. There is al fo the new man, or 
garment of fandftfication, which is put on by the believer; and this may an¬ 
fwer the inward covering of the nut, as being mote thin and tender, weak, 
and imperfect; and then thesis likewife the outward garment of a gofpel- 
converfatioh ; and this may anfwer the hufk of the nut, as being the coarfer 
and more imperfect covering, which continually needs wafhing- in Chriftfo 
blood. (3.) Becaufe of their hard rods. in enduring affii&ionsb They* wade 
through a fea of troubles in this world, before they enter thekvngdotjir^nd 

this 

* rUK n»5 btf ft*. ■*»< •**•* *■*•'«*» Sept. In hortum wen*,- y*lg. Lxt\ Aft* hortum 
nucum, Cece. Tig. In hortum nacis, Merger. Ad hortum nucis, Ar. MtiUU*. 
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^is th^y^k)-TWath becoming chearfulnefs, patience, courage ahd^Hagtianimity 
of mioriV they are troubled on every fide , jv/ not. difirejfed ? are perplexed, but 
not in defy drper.feeutid, but not forfaken ; caft down, but not defrayed, 2 Cor. 
iv. 8, 9. and that becaufe they are fupported under all thefe trials and exef- 
cifes, and carried above them by a fuperior power. (4.) Becaufe of their 
hicldennefs: The beft part of the nut is hid. The faints are hid from ever- 
lading, -in the bofom of the Father, in the hands of the fon, dnd in the ever- 
lading covenant of grace, until they are made openly to appear to be the 
people of God, by powerful and efficacious grace in converfion, and there¬ 
fore, are called God’s hidden ones ; and after converfion they are hid from the 
men of the world \ the work of grace upon their fouls is hid from them, 
and therefore called the hidden man of the heart > their joys and comforts are 
hid from them, and fo indeed is their whole life of grace here, as well as 
their life of glory hereafter 5 for though they are the Jons of Cod , yet it dSdi 
not yet appear fo fully to themfelves, much lefs to the men of the world, what 
they fhall be . •! (3.) Becaufe of tlie fafety and fecurity both of their perfons 
and their graces : Nuts, in the greateft Ihowers of rain, have only their out- 
fide wafhed the more, but their infide remains untouched, and is no ways 
hurt. So faints are fafe and iecure, notwithftanding all the floods, ftorms 
and tempefts of temptations, perfections and afflictions, being built upon 
the rock, Chrift Jelus, and hid in him, the ark of the covenant; the inward 
principle of grace in them cannot be loft •, that hidden feed is incorruptible, 
and will abide fo for ever. (6.) Nuts often grow in clutters, which may not 
only denote the multitude of believers, and their clofe adherence to Chrift, his 
gofpel, caufe and intereft, but alfo their unity among themfelves; and as it is 
a very pleafant and delightful fight, to lee nuts grow in clufters, fo it is much 
more eo fee .brethren dwell together in unity . (7.) Saints being compared to 

nuts, and Co tbofe of the beft fort, which grow in gardens, (hews, that they 
have not only the fhell of an outward profefiion, but alfo die kernel of true 
grace: Some have onl y the form of godiinefs, but deny the power thereof \ pro - 
fej's to know God in words, but in works deny him ; have a name to live, but 
yet are dead \ but fitch are not thefe who are here compared to nuts. (8.) 
Their being compared to nuts, may denote their prefervation from the pol¬ 
lutions of the world, though in die midft of them: As a nut, though it 
may fall into the mire and dirt, yet-the infide is no ways defiled therewith ; 
fo R. Solomon Jarchi , out of the Midraffes f , explains thefe words, of the im- 
pollution of the works of the Ifraelites , when they were in captivity among 
the nations of the world. (9.) The kernel of the.nut doe$ not * appear, un- 
lefs the (hell be broke: The graces of God’s children generally fliew them- 
felves moft, when*hey are under afflictions} for tribulation worketh patience, 
and patience experience, and experience hope \ that is, makes thofe graces to 
appear more in their lively exercifei even as fpice fmells moft when beat ih 
a mortar. Moreover, this rich treafure of divine grace, which is put intd 
our earthen veffels, will not be fo clearly feeii, until thefe vefiels are broke 
in pieces; nor will the ftfrul appeaf fo beautiful and glorious, being clothed 

Hhh2 with 

ff Vid. 7 . Bdu Chagigab, fbl. 15. t. Bc SbirboJhirim Rabin in fee* « Vid. R. Aben Ezra 
in loc. who alfo applies the words to the J/ratlites, 
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withChrift’s righteoufncfs, and adorned with the graces rf fifrfpirit, 
it is diflodged from the earthly bonfi of \v& tabernacle, an<Hfc§wH e d with the 
fpirits of jufi pen made perfect. < 10.) Some h think, that^ot' the 'common 
nuts, but the .fruit, which we call nutmegs, are here intended CtiM'hwy.be ex- 
preffive of the fragrancy and fweet odour of-the faints, as they clothed 
withChrift’s garments, which fm ell of myrrh, aloes and cajjia \ anthafc they 
art perfumed with his ointments, which are exceeding favoury." But, ■ 

II. Let u.s.conlidtr the cad ol ChrifLs going down into this garden of rnits, 
whi* I' is, “ 

i fr t Jo fee tbe fruits of the valley. By fruits are meant the graces of the 
{jririr, the growth, actings, and exercile of which, Chrift went down to take 
notice of j utxl thefe aft laid to-be the fruits of the valley\ 'becaufe they grew 
jpon humble fouls, with whom Chrift delights to be, anefc on»nvfoom he be¬ 
llows mcre:gtaee > chough it is a wonderful inftance of his grace and conde- 
feenfion to vouchafe a regard .tbifuch poor;- low, ‘mekn 2nd worthlefs cifea- 
tures fee [fa. Ivii. ij. and t*vi. 1, 2. :Thc Seftuagint tranflate'the word* \ 
she jhoQts of the brock or river % agreeable enough to the Hebrew k word, which 
fignifies ajorrevt, as well as a valley \ and lb are exprdfiveof the fertile foil, 
in which believers are planted, and which is theoccafion of tijeir'fruitfulneft , 
fee PM. \. 3. 

: idly , Jo fee whether the vine flourifhed. -In what fenfe particular churches 
or believers in Chrift may be compared to vines, has been fhewn on- ChapA'i. 
13. who may be faid to flourifh, when they increafe in numbers, gifts and 
grace, and become fruitful in every good word : and work, which Chrift much 
looks after in his churches, and in particular perfcns. 

odly. To fee whether the pomegranates budded- By pomegranates are meant 
believers •, fee Chap. iv. 13. and by their budding , the beginnings or firft put¬ 
tings forth of grace in them, which Chrift takes much notice of, and is highly 
well pleafed with: And from all this may be obferved, 1. The particular 
care and notice which Chrift takes of his plants ; he miffes none, but goes 
from one to another, obferves them all in what cafe they ^re* takes notice 
of the meaneft, as well as the greateft, the fruits of the valley,, as well as 
the vines and pomegranates. 2. That Chrift is well pleafed with the fruit- 
fulnefs of them ; he has been at a great deal of labour and expence to make 
them fo; for this purpofe he has made, planted, dunged and watered this 
garden : And now it muftbe fome pleafure to him to fee of the travel of bis 
fouU and to have the pie a jute of the Lord profper in his hands \ for as herein 
is bis father glorifiedy fo herein is he well pleafed that his people bring forth 
much fruit. See John xv. 8. Cal. i. 10. 3, That he particularly takes notice 

of the firft appearances and buddings of grace in young converts; thefe he 
has a tender regard for, and takes a more than ordinary care oh See Chap. 
ii. 15. f[a. * 1 . 11. and xiii. 3. 4. That Chrift has plants of various forts and 
different growths in his garden j forae vines, fome pomegranates, and Tome 

... '-nut- 

* Diodat. and Ainfworth in toe. 1 rWV?;/M. liimh 

Sett. Ut vidcrem poma convallium, Vulg. Lot. Ut fpe&arem virente* plantas ad 
torrentem, fig. Ad infpiciendum virentes plantas valKi, Jun. Ut vidcretn fruftus convallis, 
Mercer. Ad Yifeudnm fruftca vallia , Crce. Ad vkleUdom iti fru&us convMllby/ir* Montana 
* Vallis, torrena, per vallem dicurrena^ Buxtorf. 
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nuD’-pqps .hifftfcve gifts, acul grace differing. one from another ; fpnie have 
ripe fnjit up^p them, otjiers are bloffoming, andfome^re but juft budding 
forth. 5. Yet they are all fruit-bearing trees in (Thrift's garden ; there are 
none elCp mentioned hef£; and there are none in it, which are of his planting, 
but what ate fruitful. Seeing then that Chrift does fo narrowly inlpedh the 
plants and trees.in his garden, and expefts fruit from every one of them* 
how much fhould we.be concerned to be filled with the fruits of right eoufnefs, 
left when.he comes into his garden, and finds no fruit upon us, neither in the 
bloffom nor in the bud, he fhould give orders to cut us down for cumber- 
ground. See Luke xiii. 6, 7. 

Ver. 12. Or ever I isms, aware , my foul made me like the chariots of 
Amminadib. 

r . r , ■ ' 4 

T HESE, are either the words of the church*.or elfe the words of Chrift; 

it wp confider them as, the words of the church, then they may be ex? 
preffivcv-either, 

ifiy.Oi that rapture winch her foul was in,, in the views of thofe heaven¬ 
ly joys, which,, feme a think, fhe had been talcing notice of, and meditating 
upon in the former verfe y which, whilft fhe was doing, or ever (he was aware, 
her foul took wing and Bed as fwiftly towards thofe happy regions as ever 
the chariots of Amminadib ran * the feems to be in. much fuch an extacy as the 
apoftle Paul was, 2 Cor.xii. 2, 3, 4. when he was caught up into the third hea- 
ven, and heard unfpeakable. words , which it. is not lawful for a man to . utter ; 
who then knew not whether he was in the body or out of the body , and therefore 
in his account of it, leaves it as a thing, only known to God •, fo the here 
fays, or ever 1 was aware , or as it is in the Hebrew text b , I knew not, j, e. 
fcarce where I was, or whither I was going,, or whether I was in the body or 
out of the,.body, I cannot tell; fo fudden was the fnatch, fo furprizing the 
rapture, that I cannot tell what better to compare it to than the fwift run of 
Amminadih' s chariots. Or, 

'idly. Of her ignorance where Chrift was,, and yet her diligence in feeking of 
him, I knew not, i. e. where my beloved was v he departed from me, and 
was abfent a confiderable time, and I coulc^ hear no tidings of him \ it. is 
true, I had heard him fay that he was come into, his garden ; but al^s! 
through my drowfinefs and deep I had entirely forgot it, until difeourfing 
with the daughters of Jerufalem about him, .it came frefli into my mind ; hut 
even then, when I knew not where he was, my foul made me like the chariots of 
Amminadib* I ran about here and therein fearch’ of him until I found hirp* 
as fwiftly 3s..ever his chariots did 5 lee Chap . iii. 1* 2, and y. 6, 7, 8. apd 
Job xxiii. a-r-S* 9. . Or elfe, " . ' 

3 dly, Qf, that prodigious hafte fhe made, as foon as ever fhe knew where 
he was; and it isasif.ihe fhould fay, ,as f9on as ever I.underftood that; my 
beloved was gone down into his garden to. take a view of the trees and plapts 
which grow there, and t of the; fruits of it * immediately, on a fudd.ei)| it 
1 ‘ , . .• 5 • i;i >yere 

a Biodat. in Ioc. w ’JUTl* Hv Heb\ tStt tytat, Seft, Nefcivi, Vutv. Lot. Mercer* Nefcia 
quid rei fit, Tig 1 . Non tiovi, tfr. 'Me* ten- Me nefcientem, Cocc, Nonduto percipientem hso, 
Jnn. • 
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were, at an unawares, fuch was the ftrengthdf my loVefen?) OTeftiDff^Sjhlhi, 
that I moved 4s fwiftly after him a* if I had been Upon 

minadib. Or, ■ ' ‘ • ‘ ‘ '** *' •’ 1 

4 tbly % Of her courage and refolution in furmounting alfdffBBfflSe^for the 
fake of him : Love makes perfons bold and daring; pcrfetl feW, ’‘sfifjffe apoftle 
fays, i John iv. 18* Ctijls out fear \ and fo it did in her, for (lie Mred no¬ 
thing that might befal her, and what did, did not difeourage her ; for 1 though 
ftie was abufed by the watchmen, and unveiled by the keepers of tfte walls, 
yet (he drove on as brifldy and as couragioufly as ever Arnminadib drove 
on his chariots in the field of battle. Or, ; 

$tb!y. They may be exprefiive of the modefty and humility of the church, 
in not thinking that fuch praifes as thofe which had been given her both by 
Chrift and by the virgins in the preceding verfes, belonged to her ; I know 
noty I did not think, being confcious to myfelf of my own imperfections, 
that fuch commendations belonged to me ; but finding that they did, my foul 
made the greater hade to anfwer thofe chara&ers, and to enjoy the company 
of him whom I dearly love *, and therefore fhe takes her leave of the virgins, 
her companions, who had hitherto accompany’d her, in the fearch of her be¬ 
loved, that flie might be alone with him *, which occafioned them to fay, in 
the following words, Return , return 0 Shulamite , return , return that we may 
look upon thee . Though I rather think that thefe are the words of Chrift, as 
thofe in ver. i r. alio are, who having gone down into his garden, to obferve 
the fruitfulnels of the trees and plants of it, declares in thefe words, in what 
cafe he found them, or rather, in what he did not; I know not , or I did not 
perceive them to be in a fruitful and flourifhing condition : And to this pur- 
pofe Junius and Tremellius read the words, Nondum percipientem h^c. Not yet 
perceiving thefe things , i. e. the vines to flourifli, or the pomegranates to bud ; 
therefore his foul put him upon ufing fpeedy methods to bring his garden, and 
the plants of it, into a more fruitful condition : From whence we may ob¬ 
ferve, i. That fometimes there may be but little fruitfulnefs appearing in the 
churches of Chrift : Faith may be very low, as to its actings and exercife*, 
the life and power of godlinefs may be much decayed •, there may be but little 
warmth, zeal and aftivity for Chrift, his gofpel, caufe and mtcreft ; the mi- 
niftry of the word may meet with but fmall fuccefs ; fo that there may be no 
pomegranates hudtling as well as no vines flourifhing. But, 2- Chrift will 
not always leave his churches in fuch a condition *, but will make hafte unto 
them, and bring them into a more fruitful ftate ; he will come and revive his 
work upon the hearts of his people, and make them fruitful in every good 
word and work ; he will blefs the miniftry of the word, not only for com¬ 
fort and edification, fo as his vines fhall fioirrilh, but aHo for converfion, fo 
that the pomegranates fhall bud forth. And, 3. It may be obfefved, that it 
is Chrift’s prefence that makes churches fruitful: As his abfence caufcs a 
winter-feafon, both with churches and particular believers, fo his prefence is 
as the returning fpring, which renews the face of the earth, caufes the flowers 
to appear above ground, the pomegranates to bud, and the vine*; to* put 
forth their tender grapes; he is that fun of righteoufnefsy by whofe warm and 
quickening beams of light and love, fouls grow up as calves of tbeftalL 

m Moreover, 
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Mpf<ovcr, thefe words may be expreflWe of that tranfpbrt of love, with 
which -Chrift was filled towards his church, which Caufed him fo fpeedlly 1 6 
return to her, as is here intimated; or ever I was aware , i. e. on a Hidden, &nd 
in a furprizing manner* my love and affedtion to rrty chtirch broke out and 
difcovered itfelf* which powerfully moved and inclined nte'to make fpeedy 
hafte unto her* and afford her all the afiiftance I could, as well as grant hef 
my prefence, which fhe was fo defuous of; not that we are to fuppofe that any 
thing comes to. Chrift at unawares, or is done inadvertently by him ; blit this 
he fays to fhewthe ftrength of his love, and in what a fudden and furprizing 
manner it brake forth towards his church, and people: And in thefe Words 
may be conlidered thefe three things ; 

I. What it was that put him upon this fpeedy return to his church my foul 
made vie, &c. 

II. In what manner this was effedted, or what his foul made him to his 
church, in his return to her; it made him like the chariots ^Amminadib*. 

III. Whole chariots thefe are which Chrift’s foul made him like unto, oiv 
fet him upon ; or rather, who the perfons are to whom his foul made 
him as chariots. 


I. In thefe words we have an account of what it was that moved him to* or 
put him upon this fpeedy return to his church ; which was not any worth or 
worthinefs, love or Iovelinefs in her ; it was not her grace, nor the exercifeof 
it confidered in themfelves, but his own foul that moved him to it, that is, 
that love and affedtion which he bore in- his own heart towards her.; it was this 
that moved him lirft to undertake her caufe, affumeher nature, and die in her 
room and Head ; and it is this which caufes him to manifeft himfelf in a way 
of grace, and pay thofe love-vifits to her* which he frequently does. 

II. The manner in which this was effedted, or what his foul made him to 

his church and people, may be here alfo obferved; it made him like the cha¬ 
riots of Amminadib. i. Like thefe chariots he moved fwifdy to her : Chrift 
is a prefent help to his people in their time of need ; he helps them, and that 
right early ; he makes hafte and delays not to afford them his afiiftance ; for 
which reafon he is laid to be as a roe or a young hart, leaping upon the moun¬ 
tains , andJkipping upon the hills, in Cbap. 'n. 8, 9.- 2. He is like chariots, to. 
fupport, bear up and carry his people; he takes them up in his chariots of 
falvation, and carries them through all the troubles and difficulties of this life, 
fafe to glory, as he himfelf declares he will, in Ifa . xlvi. 3, # 3. He is as 

chariots to them, to protedt and defend them from their enemies: That which 
chariots and horfes are to others, that is Chrift to them, and much more fo 
whilft fame truft in chariots , and others in horfes , they truft in the name of the 
Lord their God ; who comes with bis chariots like a whirlwind, to render his, 
anger with fury, and his rebuke with flames offire , Ifa. lxvi. 15, 4, It may. de¬ 

note the majefty .and glory in which be vifitedher; which*asitwasaninftance. 
of his condefcenfion, fo it was putting an honour upon her, that one fo great 
as he, who is the Kin* of kings, and Lord of lords, fhould vifit one fo poor 
and mean as Ihe. 
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III. It may alfpbe confidered cbariots t^fe QvifttAJ&ul 

nia^c him like uijto^or whotlie pctfionf.*^ to whom hi* 
chariots. Spme.fake Amminadib h^re tq be tjieproper nan^tafi&pqrjbn, y*h<H 
perhaps, was;, one of Solomon's chaript : drivers, and was w*y, 

was an actin'in it, .and fiiccefsfulia it,, and who, Jdhv-like, .-diwjftj^ faiftly 
and.furioufly •, and therefore Chrift fpeedily returning to his churcji H flpwpares 
himfelf thereunto.. Though I rather think, with i?*. Aben Ezra y and 

others % that it ihould be confined as,t,wo words,. thus, Ammi, whigh,figi>ir 
fies my people , and Ivadib, wtiling , or princely \ and fo the words may be ren¬ 
dered \ the chariots of my willing or princely people. And this may be under- 
ftood either, - , 

i fly Of angels, who areChrift’s willing people, who are always ready to do 
his pleafure, obey his orders, and execute his commands with the utmoft 
chearfulnefs and alacrity imaginable; fee Pfal. ciii, 20, 21. and therefore, one 
of the petitions in that prayer, which Chrilt directed his difciples to, is, that 
God’s will might be done in earth as it is in heaven. Thefe are alfo the cha¬ 
riots of the Lord, as is manifeft from Pfal. Ixviii. 17. The chariots of the 
Lord are twenty thoufand , even thoufands of angels: Thefe are made ufe of by 
him in a providential way, to execute his will, and do his pleafure ; fee Zech. 
vi. 1, 3, 4, 5. and fo they are in a way of grace ; they are made ufe of by 

him to carry mefiages of grace to his people ; for they are all minifiring fpirits 
fent forth to minifler fer them who fhall be heirs of falvation. Thefe are his 
chariots which he fends out to bring his children home; in thefe Elijah was 
conducted body and foul to glory ; for the chariot and horfes of fire which 
carried him thither, were no other than angels, who appeared in fuch a form ; 
by whom alfo Lazarus was carried into Abraham’s bofom ; and perhaps, 
Chrift might here make ufe of the miniftry of angels, and ride in thefe cha¬ 
riots in this dilcovery of himfelf to his church. Or elfe, 

2 dly> It may be meant of the minifters of Chrift, who preach Chrift and 
his golpel freely, not by conjlraint , but willingly ; not for filthy lucre , but of a 
ready mind. Thefe may be called the chariots of the Lord, as Elijah , in 
2 Kings ii. 12. is called the chariot and horfimen of Ifrael; and they may be 
called fo, beeaufe they bear the name of Chrift, and carry and fpread his 
gofpel throughout the world, and are bis chariots to bring home fouls un¬ 
to him, as the trophies of his grace; fee Ifa. Ixvi. 20* and in which Chrift 
frequently rides, and fhews himfelf unto his people. Though, 

3 dly, I Ihould rather think that the people of Chrift themfelves are here in¬ 
tended, whom Chrift is as chariots to; for fo I think the words may very 
well be rendered, or ever I was aware, % my foul made me as chariots to my willing 
or princely people: And fo it points out the perfons who ftiared in this inftance 
of his grace : And thefe are faid, in Pfal. cx. 3. to be a willing people in the 
day of his power ; and they may be called fo, 1. Becaule they are made will¬ 
ing to part with fin. This God requires, but man is naturally loth to do it; 
for fin is a fweet morfel in his mouth, he bides it under his tongue , be fpares 

... .. ...... ,and 

c Vid. Shirhaihirim Rabba, & Jarchi in loc. d 3**13 **)« 

A fpirctXdC, Sept . Quadrigas Aminadab, ^ u tg* Lat. Currus Aminadib, Tig. Qgadrig® populi 
mei raafeiiici, yfr. Montan. Quadriga populi mei fpontanei, Pagnin . Curribu* populi mei in- 
genui, Jun. Cunibus populi mei voluntarily Cocc, 



Vef. t* S 0 N G */ 8 O N G S. 

and forfakht it not ,• but keeps itftill within bis mouth ; but when the fpirit 
of GodcdriVinees him of khe*exceeding finfulnefe of it, then what was before 
Tweet, Is now bitter, arid'hat was delightful, is now odious; and what his 
foul adored, it now abhors, and fays, as in Hof. xiv. 8. with Ephraim , What 
have I to do any more with idols ? 2. Becaufe they are rriade willing to part 
with finful companions : This is what God calls his people to, but is a thing 
that is not fo eafily complied with, until by mighty grace they are made will¬ 
ing to it; for it is no other than a forfaking a man’s own people, and his fa¬ 
thers houfe y befides a great deal of reproach that is caft upon them for fo do¬ 
ing •, for he that departs from evil , maketh bitnfelf a prey * but when the fpirit 
of God convinces the foul of the neceffity of parting with fuch company, and 
the danger of continuing in it, it is not only willing to it, but alfo laments that 
it has been fo long in it, faying, as in PfaL cxx. 5, 6 . JVo is me that I fo- 
.journ in Mefech, that I dwell in the tents 0/Kedar. 3. Becaufe they are 
made willingto part with their own righteoufnefs ^ not in point of obedience, but 
in point of dependence; not as ornamental to the Chriftian, but as conftituti ve of 
him ; not as it glorifies God, but as it is made ufe of as a plea with him, 
either for grace here, or glory hereafter. Again, not as it is a guard or fence 
againft the reproaches ot men, but as matter of boafting before God ; not as 
it is agreeable to God’s jaw, but as it is oppofite to God*s revealed method 
of juftifying Tinners by his fon’s righteoufnefs , but this, man is not naturally 
willing to, it goes againft him to part with it, becaufe this is moft agreeable 
to nature •, it is his own offspring, the effett of great labour and toil, and 
what affords matter of boafting to him ; but when the fpirit of God con¬ 
vinces him of the weaknefs and inefficiency of it* and ftaews him the glory 
and fulnefs of Chrift’s righteoufnefs. he then defires, with the apoftle Pauly 
Phil. iii. 9. to be found in him y not having on his own righteoufnefs , which is 
of the laWy but that which is through the faith of Chrift . 4. Becaufe they are 
willing to be faved alone by Chrift. Man is naturally for bringing his 
own works either as the foie caufe of, or as partners with Chrift in lalva- 
tion-work •, but when fouls are made to fee the imperfection of thefe, and 
that falvation is only by Chrift, and in no other, their language is, JJhur Jhall 
not fave us •, we defire to be faved no other way than by Chrift; and therefore 
they fay with Job y Chap. xiii. 15, 16. Though he flay us, yet will we truft in him % 
he alfo Jhall be our falvation . 5. Becaufe they are as willing to ferve Chrift as 

they are to be faved by him, and this, not from fear of puoilbment, but from 
a principle of love * the love of Chrift conftrains them to it; nor do they perform 
it- in a fervile, mercenary way, but freely, not as a talk, but as a pleafure i for 
to them mtdom'sways are ways of pleafantnefsy and her paths are paths of peace. 
6. Becaufe they are willing to bear the crofs of Chrift : This Chrift requires of 
them, and this they readily and voluntarily fubmit unto. Chrift’s crofs is to 
them preferable to crowns and kingdoms ; with Mofes> Heb- xi. 25, 26. they 
chufe rather to fuffer affliQion with the people of God y than to enjoy the pleafures 
of fin for a feafon . Now to fuch a free and willing people as thefe, Chrift 
makes himfelf as chariots. 

But again, the word may be render’d, my princely people ; and fuch are the 
people,of Chrift *, fee PfaL cxiii. 7, 8. they are all princes, being the fans of 
a king* they are all heirs to a kingdom, have a crown of life, righteoufnefs 

I i i and 
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and glory laid up for them, and a throne of glory prepared, for them to in. 
herit; they wear princely robes, enjoy princely tare, and. have a princely 
equipage j the angels of the Lord attend them continually, as thqr life-guard. 
So the church is faid to be a prince's daughter, in Chap, vji, i. and to her 
Chrift here makes himfelf as chariots, and takes her up along with him, 
that the might enjoy his delightful company which fhe had fo long fought 
after, and fo much defired; which occafion the daughters of Jerusalem , who 
had hitherto accompanied her in the fearch of him, to fay in the following 
words: 

Ver. 13. Return, return , 0 Shulamite, return, return, that we may 
look upon thee : What will ye fee in the Shulamite ? As it were the 
company of two armies. 

'“pHESE words confift of two parts. 

I. A call either of Chrift or of the daughters of Jerufalem, to the church, 
to return, that they might have a full view of her. 

II. A reply to that call which is made by propofing a queftion and re¬ 
turning an anfwer to it. 

I. Here is a call either of Chrift or of the daughters to the church, to re¬ 
turn, that they might have a full view of her ; in which may be confidered, 

► Firjl , The name fhe’s called by, or the title and appellation which is given 
to her, Shulamite . Secondly, What fhe is called upon to do, and that is to 
return , which is repeated over and over. Thirdly, The end of it, which is* 
that they might look upon her. 

Firjl , The name fhe bears, or the title and appellation which is given her, 
is, Shulamite ; and fhe may be called fo for the following reafons : 

1 ft, Becaufe fhe was an inhabitant a of Salem or Jerusalem: As the woman 
with whom Elijha lodged, is called a Sbunamite, from her dwelling in Shunem „ 
So the church is here called a Shulamite or a Jerufalemite, from her dwelling in 
Salem or Jerufalem . Jerufalem was formerly called Salem •, fo it was in Mel- 
cbizedek's time, who was king of that place ; which ancient name of it is 
mentioned by the Pfalmijl, in PfaL Ixxvi. 2. In Salem alfo is his tabernacle . 
And now it is no wonder that the church, or any particular believer, fhould 
tie called a Shulamite, feeing the church, both in the Old and New Tefta- 
tnent, frequently bears the name of Jerufalem \ fo that to be a Shulamite, is 
to be a fellow citizen of the faints, and of the houjhold of God, and to fhare 
in all the privileges and immunities thereof as they do: who befides the 
company of angels, and converfation of faints, enjoy the prefence of Father, 
Son and Spirit, and fhare in all the bleflings of the everlafting covenant; for 
to thefe Sbulamites, thefe natives of Zion, or inhabitants of Jerufalem, do 
thefe properly belong ; fee Ifa . xxxiii. 24. Zecb . xiii. 1. 

2dfy, Becaufe fhe was the wife of the true Solomon, Chrift Jefus. This is 
thought by fome b , to be the fame name with Solomon, having a feminine 

termi- 

* So R. A ben Ezra in loe. and R. David Kimchi in lib. Shoraih. rad. cbttl give °f 

the word. * Vid. Durham in Ioc, 6c Menochium de Repub. Heb. 1. c. 21 . n. 14 . in 
Patrick in loc. 
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termination, which fujts well with her: And as it is a common thing; for the 
wife'to have the fame name with the hufband, fo it is no unufaL thing for 
the church to be called by the fame name as Cbrift is : Is he the Solomon? file 
is the Sbulamite: Is h ejebovaby our righteoufnefs f this is alfq the name 
wherewith file is called ; fee Jer. xxiii. 6. compared with Chap, xxxiii. 16. 
Hence it is that lhe fhares in all the blefiings he is poffeffed of, and in every 
thing he has a property in; for Chrift being her’s, all that he has is her’s;, 

3 dly> The word c from whence this is derived, fignifies. both, perfection 
and peace. So that fhc may be called the Shulamite, from that perfedtjon and 
peace which fhe enjoys in and through Chrift. i. She may be called fo from 
that perfection which lhe is or fliall be poffefs’d of; Return, return , 0 Shu- 
lamite, or 0 thou perfeft one y who art an accomplished beauty, being the per* 
feClion of it, whole renown is gone forth among the heathen for it; for tby 
beauty \spcrfebl thro ’ the comelintfs which the Lord hath put upon thee . Now 
the church may be faid to be a Sbulamite, a perfect one, thefe feveral ways : 
(i.) Not as fhe is in herfelf, but as fhe is in Chrift ; as file is in herfelf, file’s 
blacky but as fhe is in Chrift, fhe’s comely y as file is in herfelf, lhe is imper- 
feft, but as lhe is in him, file’s compleat \ as file is in herfelf, lhe’s full of 
lpots, but as (he is in him, (he’s all fair , and without fpot. . (2.) She is per- 
feft, not as confidered in her own righteoufnefs, but as confidered in Chrift’s *, 
as (he is confidered in her own, file’s imperfeCt, that being fo, which lhe frankly 
acknowledges, faying, Ifa. Ixiv. 6. IVe are all as an unclean things and all 
our righieoufnejfes are as filthy rags ; but as fhe is confidered in Chrift’s righte- 
oufnefs, (lie's perfeft, being compleatly juftified, acquitted and difcharged 
thereby, from all fin, and fo may be juftly reckoned among the number of 
the fpirits of juft men made perfeft. (3.) She may be faid to ; b e perfect, npc 
abfolutely as in herfelf, but comparatively, with regard to others. So faints 
may be faid to be perfeft, when compared either with themfelves before con- 
verfion, or with hypocrites and carnal profeflbrs, or with the prophane men of 
the world. So Job, though he may be faid to be a perfeCl and an upright 
man, on the account of his having Chrift’s righteoufnefs upon him, and .the 
truth of grace within him, yet he may alfo be fai,d to be fo, as being com¬ 
pared with the men of that generation in which he lived \ and therefore, the 
Lord fays of him, 'There is none like him in'the earth , a perfeft and an, upright 
man. (4.) She may be faid to.be perfect, with a perfeClion of parts-,: but 
not of degrees : It is true, the believer has a comple^t ; fan£li;ficatipn in Chrift, 
but not in himfelf. Moreover, every part, power -and faculty of the foul 
may be fanClified, but not wholly, or to that degree as; it fiiall be. The 
new creature is formed in all its parts, but is not yet grown up to be a perr 
field man in Cbrift ; it is not adult, it is as yet in its nonage, in its infancy. 
(5.) She may be called the Sbulamite, or the per fell one, not as (lie is now, but: 
as (he fliall be hereafter ; for tho’ faints are now the fons of God , yet it does.not 
yet appear what they foall be ; they are now in fome meafure, like to Chrift, 
but then they fhall be perfectly like unto him ; they have now fpots upon 
them, but then they (hall be without fpot or wrinkle , or ayiy fiich thing ; they 
will then appear to be compleat in Chrift, and to be the fulnefs of him , as the 
church is called, in Eph. i. 23. which then fhe may be faid to be, when all 
the eledt are called by grace, and not one member of the body is miffing 

I i i 2 and 
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and when all thefe members are filled with all the gifts and graces of the fpi- 
rit in their meafijre, and are all grown up. to a juft proportion in the body. 
2. She may bp Called the ■> Sbulamite, from that peace which lbe does or (hall 
enjoy, in and'through Chrift. (i.) She may be called fo from that peace which 
fhe has thro’ Chrift, who is her peace, and has* made peace for her thro’ the 
blood of bis crojs, and thereby has reconciled her unto God ; fo that being 
now juftified by faitb in his blood and righteoufnefs, lhe has peace with God, 
throughour Lord JeJtes Chrift. (2.) From that peace which lhe has from Chrift’ 
who gives unto her fuch a peace as the world can neither give nor take away ; 
Peace I leasee with you , lays Chrift, John xiv. 27. my peace I give unto 
■"eu, net as the world givetb , give I unto yon ; which is fuch an one as 
the believer can experience, even in the midft of the world’s frowns, troubles 
and perlecutions: This is a peace which paffetb all undemanding ; and whicli 
is fpoken only by the blood of Jefus, that fpeaketh better things than that of 
Abel; and which the God of peace gives to men, by leading their faith to the 
perfon, blood and righteoufnefs of Chrift. (3.) From that peace which fhe 
docs ot Ihould enjoy in her members •, who ought to endeavour to keep the unity 
ft thtfpiril in the bond of peace, which they will do, if the peace of God rules in 
their hearts as it ftiould do ; for hereunto are they called. (4.) From that 
peace which lhe is entitled to, and lhall enjoy hereafter ; for though this 
world is a world of trouble to the believer, yet he’s no fooner out of it but 
be enters into peace, and into fuch an one as will never be interrupted and 
broke in upon, either by fin, fatan or the world ; for mark but the upright 
and perfebl man, the true Sbulamite, for the end of that man is peace. But, 

Secondly > Let us now confider what is faid unto this Shulamite, and that is, 
return, return which if we underftand as the words of Chrift, may be ex- 
prelfive either, 1. Of the fpiritual return of his church and people to him 
after fin and backflidings ; which fenfe is favoured by the I'argum or Chaldee 
paraphrafe upon this place, and alfo fuits with the former ftate and condition 
of the church ; who was fallen into a piteous frame of fpirit, was fleepy and 
drowfy, negligent of her duty, and flighting Chrift, for which reafon he de¬ 
parted from her •, but now returning himfelf, invites her to return alfo to 
him, which fhews the exceeding greatnefs of his love unto her, and tender- 
neft for her and therefore, to anfwer all objedtions, and remove all difeourage- 
finents, he not only fpeaks to her in fuch loving and endearing language, 
but alfo repeats the call over and over, to ftiew how earneftly defirous he was 
of it, as well as the hafte and fpeed he would have her make in it ■, fee Jer. 
Mi. 1— 12,12. Hof.x iv.i,z.—4. Or, 2. Of the converfionof thejews': The 
name by which the church is here called, may more efpecially intend the 
Jewifh church, and the words, return, return, aptly reprefent the pre- 
fent ftate of the Jews, who are in a ftate of blindnefs, impenitence, and 
unbelief, and have not only veils over their heads, but alfo over their hearts, 
when the law of Mofes is read and expounded among them ; they have their 
backs turned upon God, and their hearts fet againft the true Meffiah, Chrift 
Jefus. Moreover, their converfion is exprefTed both in the Old and New 

Teftament, 

4 Thu is interpreted of a nation that both makes and enjoys peace in Hhirhajbirim Jtabba iq 
loc.and in Brrejbitb RMa, parafe. 66. * ViA, Abcii Earn and flrigbttnaa in ioc.and Carp- 
zot. Cntica Sacra, par, 3. p. 904. 
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Teftarnent, by a turningor aretufnirig unto the Lord fee Hof hi, 5. 2 Cor. 

iii. 1 6 . and the repetition of thefe words, return , return , not onlyffiews the 
power and hafte in which this fhall be accomphfhed > for then fhall that pro¬ 
phecy be fulfilled, which is mentioned with fo much wonder and furprize, in 
Ifa, lxvi. 8. Who bath beard fuch a thing? Who bath feen fuch things ? Shall 
the earth be made to bring forth in one day , or fhall a nation be born at once ? 
but alfo their being repeated four times f , may denote the collection of the 
Jews, at the time of their converfion, from the four corners of the earth * lee 
Ifa . xi. 12. I rather think that thefe are the words of the daughters of Je-. 
rufalem , who perceiving that the church was going away from them, call af¬ 
ter her to return unto them. They firft met with her in the time of her be¬ 
loved’s abfence from her, and had accompanied her in her tearch after him 
hitherto •, but now having met with her beloved, who had made hinifelf un¬ 
to her as the chariots, of Amminadib , Ihe takes her leave of them, and in all 
hafte goes along with him, which they obferving, call tp her after this manner: 
Or elfe, thefe daughters having obferved how the church, through modefty 
and lhamefacednefs, being confcious of her former treatment of Chrift, hung 
down her head and hid her face, as blulhing and being afhamed to look up, 
being now in his pretence : They call to her to turn , as fome g render the 
word, that is, to turn her face, that they might behold the beauty and glory of 
it; which leads us to conftder, 

Thirdly , The end of this call, which is, that they might look upon her; and 
if we take them to be the words of Chrift, then the we are either the trinity 
of perfons. Father, Son and Spirit, who are all well pleated with returning Tin¬ 
ners, look upon them with delight and pleafure, and grant them communion 
and fellowlhip with them or elfe, Chrift and his angels, who together with 
Chrift, not only rejoice at the converfion of prophane Tinners, but alfo at the 
return of backfliding ones: Or elfe, he and the daughters, her companions, 
who, as well as he, were in love with her, and with wonder gazed at her. 
Though they teem rather to be the words of the daughters themfelves, who 
here exprefs their defire of feeing her, and therefore call to her to return unto 
them \ They had heard very great commendations of the church’s beauty, in 
the preceding verfes, which had excited their defires more narrowly to look 
upon, and take a fuller view of her than hitherto they had done 5 as alfo, 
that they might again enjoy her company and converfation, which had been 
fo ufeful and inftruftive to them, and, which, they might imagine, would 
be more fo, feeing Ihe had fo lately met with Chrift, and had fome frelh expe¬ 
riences of his love unto her. So much for the firft part of the words. 

II. Here is a reply made to this call of Chrift, or of the virgins to the 
church, to return ; which is done, 1/, By propofing aqueftion, What will 
ye fee in the Shulamite ? 2 dly, By returning an anfwer to it, as it were the com¬ 
pany of two armies . 

1/?, A reply is made, by propofing this queftion. What will ye fee in the 
Shulamite ? which is done either by Chrift, who wias beft able to anfwer it ; 

and 

f In Shtrbajbirm Rabba and Bertfiith Rub ha, vbi fupra , it is interpreted of ihe foor king¬ 
doms the Jews have been carried captive into. Verbum Heb. Sub pro quo, Vulgatus. 

revertere, etiam converters fignificat; & ita vertunt LXX. (iirfrgcfO & legit Ambrof. libyo de 
Ifaac. cap. 8. & Hieronymus epiftolaad Algafiam, SanQius in loc. Though h ought to be °b- 
ferved, that the Hebrew word is not *210 hat Oil tf which is SanSiv* S mifako. * Vid. 

Sanftius in loc. 
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and this he does, not as being ignorant of what was to be feen In his church, 
nor with a defign to leffeft his church's glory and excellency, but rather to 
heighten it, and to animate and excite the defires and affeftions of thefe vir¬ 
gins more' tttongly towards her: Or elfe this*queftion is put % the virgins, 
one to another ; fame of them wilhed for her return, and others alkcd what they 
would, or what they expefted to fee in her: Though I rather think, it is put 
by the church herfelf, who perceiving that the daughters were fo very impor¬ 
tunate with her to return to them, that they might look upon her, afk what 
they could expert to fee in her, who was in herfelf and in her own opinion, 
fuch a poor, mean and unworthy creature, not fit to be looked upon, there be¬ 
ing nothing in her that was extraordinary, or indeed valuable, or worth feeing. 

idly. An anfwer is returned unto this queftion, thus, As it were the com¬ 
pany of two armies ; which is either given by (Thrift as an anfwer to his own, 
or to the daughters queftion, and that with a defign to fet forth the glory and 
majefty of the church ; fhould it be a(ked as if he Ihould fay. What is to be 
feen in my church ? I anfwer, a great deal of glory ; for though file is mili¬ 
tant, yet fhe is terrible as an army with banners \ nay, there is as much ftateli* 
nefs and majefty to be feen in her, as in two armies fet in battle-array: Or 
elfe, they are the anfwer of the virgins one to another, declaring what they 
expeded to fee in Chrift's fpoufe, and that is, either fuch a glorious and joy¬ 
ful meeting between (Thrift and his church, as is often between great perfons, 
which is frequently attended with finging and dancing; for the word tran- 
flated 1 company , fignifies a company of thofewho dance and fing ; and therefore 
is rendered by the Septuagint , x°?°\ choirs ; an inftance of which fpiritual joy, 
fignified by fuch metaphors, fee in Pfai lxviii. 24, 25. or as an army at the 
reception of their prince, for the fake of greater honour and majefty, divides 
itfelf into bands: Or elfe it was an angelic glory which they expected to fee 
in her, or toy*? her face as the angel of the Lord \ which would be as delight¬ 
ful and refrefhing a fight unto them as that was which Jacob had, when he had 
juft parted with Labun^ and was in danger from his brother Efau , who, Gen . 
xxxii. 1., 2, faw the angels of God as two bands, the one to go before and 
the other behind him ; and therefore he railed the name of the place Maba- 
naitn , which fignifies two hofts or two armies > and is. the fame word that 
is here ufed ; and to this hiftory the allufion feems k to be here made : Or 
elfe, by this company of two armies , which thefe virgins expeded to fee, and 
were defirous of feeing in the church, may be meant, the union of Jews and 
Gentiles in one body, which will be effefted in the latter day, and when it is, 
it will be a glorious and delightful fight. Though I rather think, that both 
the queftion and the anfwer are the church’s, who firft afks what they could ex- 
ped to fee in her, and then replies, that nothing could be feen in her, but as it 
were the company of two armies ; i. e. flelh and fpirit, grace and fin, which 
were continually warring againft and oppofing each other. Set Rom. vii. 23. 
Gal. v. ij. and this furely could be no pleafant or defirable fight, as (he 
thought, to them : But notwithftanding, (he had fuch a mean opinion of her¬ 
felf, yet very large and noble commendations are given of her in the fol¬ 
lowing chapter, which fill up the greateft part of it: And thus it begins ; 

CHAP. 


1 axvsn nbnoD •ff Xopo) t Zt Sept. Nifi choros caftrorum, Vulg. Lat. Velut 

chp&um caftrorum, Mercer. Ar. Mont anus. Cocc. Qux fimilis eft chores caftrorum, Tig. Velut 
chorum Machanaimorum, Jun. Vid. Aben Ezra inloc. k Vid. Sbirhajhirim Rah ha in Joe. 
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C H A P, VII. 

Ver. 1. How beautiful are thy feet with Jhoes a 0 prince's daughter / 
the joints of thy thighs are like jewels., the work of the hands of a 
cunning workman. 


T HESE are either the words of the daughters of Jerufalem^ who having 
defired the church to return unto them in the latter part of the prece¬ 
ding chapter, that they might take a view of thofe incomparable and aftonilh- 
ing beauties, for which Ihe had been commended ; to which requeft Ihe com¬ 
plying, they now, with wonder, look upon her, and give thole large com¬ 
mendations of her, which are in this and fome following verfes. And what 
feems ftill more to ftrengthen this fenfe of the words, Chrift is fpoken of in 
ver . 5. as a diftinft perfon, both fro.m the perfon who is defcribed, and alfo from 
theperfons by whom the defcription is made. Though I rather think that they 
are the words of Chrift, who obferving his church think fo meanly, and fpeak 
fo modeftly of herfelf, enters afrefli upon the commendation of her beauties, to 
the end that all her difcouragements might be removed, her objettions an- 
fwered, and Ihe be fully affured that Ihe was as beautiful in his eyes, and as 
much theobjeft of his love as ever Ihe was, notwithftanding her unkind treat¬ 
ment of him, and behaviour to him. Moreover, it may be obferved, that 
the title, love , which is given the church, in ver . 6. does not fuit well to 
come out of any other’s mouth but Chrift’s, whofe love peculiarly Ihe is: 
Nor indeed, would it appear fo proper to any as to Chrift, to give fuch com¬ 
mendations of the church as here are given. And it is alfo worthy of our 
notice, that the order in which Chrift proceeds here, in the defcription of the 
beauty of his church, is not only different from that method which (he took 
in fetting forth his glory, in Chap. 5. but alfo from that which he himfelf took, 
when upon the fame fubjeft, in Chapters iv. and vi. for as he there began with 
the hair of her head, her lips, teeth, cheeks and temples, and fo proceeded 
downwards, he here begins with her feet, and rifes upwards ; which may be, 
1, To lhew that he takes notice of, and has a value for the meaneft mem¬ 
bers of his myftical body, the church 5 he takes notice of her feet, which, 
though they have the lowed place in the body, yet are not without their 
ufefulnefs ; for the head cannot fay to the feet , 1 have no need of you ; and as 
they are not without their ufefulnefs, fo neither are they without Chrift’s no¬ 
tice, who has a real value, and has made provifions of grace for them, as 
well as for the other members of his body, and therefore appears in a garment 
down to the feet \ which garment of his juftifying righteoufnefs, covers the 
feet and toes, as well as the other parts of the body : Nay, Chrift not only 
takes notice of, and has a value for his meaneft faints, but alfo for their mean- 
eft performances*, he hears and defpifes not the prayers of his deftitute ones ; 
he bottles up their tears, and forgets not their labour of love towards his faints ; 
fuch as as vifiting them when lick, feeding them when hungry, and clothing 

4 them 
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them when naked, nay, even the giving them a cup of cold water, in the 
name of a difciple*, all which he looks upon as done to himfelf, and will re¬ 
member, and fpeak of them When they have forgotten them, and at a time 
when they little thought to have heard of them. 2. It may be alfo to lead the 
church, together with the daughters of Jerufalem 9 gradually, by lictle and 
little, into the glory and beauty which (he received from him, and fo bring 
them to con filter what glory and beauty he mud be poffeffed of, from 
whom (he received all hqr's ; for if her feet with (hoes were fo beautiful, what 
muft the other parts of her body be, which were (fill more glorioufly adorned! 
and if (he in all her parts was fo glorious, what muft he be, who made her 
fo! 3. He takes notice firft, of her feet, becaufe (he was now upon the re¬ 
turn unto him after her backdidings from him, which was exceeding grateful 
to him ; the returning ptodigal was not more welcome to his father, who fee¬ 
ing him afar off, ran and fell upon'his neck, and kiffed him, than a poor 
backfliding finner is to Chrift Jefus. 4. He inverts his former order and me¬ 
thod, to (hew that the manifeftations of his love are not always alike; he 
fometimes takes one way and fometimes another ; and whether a believer is 
confidered either one way or another, he is always beautiful in Chrift, and in 
his eyes. But let us now confider the words themfelves, in which may be 
obferved, 

I. The noble and excellent title which is given her ; 0 prince's daughter. 

II. The commendations of her* which are, jft % Of htrfeet, and thefe are 

faid to be beautiful with Jhoes . 2Of the joints of her thighs , which 

are faid to be as jewels , the work of the hands of a cunning workman . 

I, Here is a new and noble title given her, O prince's daughter. Chrift 
finds new names and titles for his fpoufe, and that not only to fet forth her 
excellency the more, but alfo to exprefs the largenefs of his love and af¬ 
fection to her; who may well be called a princt's daughter 9 as (he is the 
king's daughter 5 in Pfal. xlv. 13. and that becaufe (he is the daughter ot the 
King of kings, and Lord of lords \ and fo (he is, 1. By covenant-grace* 
which makes her lb ; fot God has in covenant made over himfelf unto his 
people, and declared that he will be their Father\ and they (hall be hisfons and 
daughters ; for even thus faith the Lord Almighty : And now that fame grace 
which has took them into that relation, will make it appear manifeftly that they 
arefo, by bellowing all that grace which is laid up in covenant for them, and 
all that glory which is there provided for them. 2. By birth, or by the 
grace of regeneration ; the church of Chrift is a prince’s daughter by birth, 
being born again, not of bloody nor of the will of the flejh , nor of the will of 
man, but of God. The original and defeent of the children of God is not 
bafe, mean and low, but high and noble: Thofe that are bom again 9 are 
born av«Siv, from above 9 as that word may be rendered ; they are born heirs 
to an inheritance that is not of this world, which is fading and perifliing, but 
to one that is incorruptible , undefiled> and which fadeth not away 9 referved in 
heaven for them \ and as they are born, fo they are brought up, as the fons 
and daughters of kings and princes j they are brought up in the king’s palace; 
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they feed At his table, and participate of all his royal dainties; their cloth¬ 
ing (hews them to be fuch, which is all of wrought gold ; as does alfo their 
equipage and retinue, who belldes the virgins or maids of honour to wait 
upon them, have alfo a guard of angels continually to attend them. 3. By 
adopting grace : Angels are the fons of God by creation, but faints by adop¬ 
tion ; they are .predeftinated to it, and by the fpirit of God, who is the fpirit 
of adoption , are put into the pofleflion of it, and reap the benefits, and enjoy 
the comfort of it, through his witnefling with their fpirits, that they are the 
children of God ; which is fuch a furprizing inftance of God’s grace, that all 
that (hare in this privilege, have rcafon to fay with the apoftleydsw,! John iii. 1. 
Behold what manner of love the Father hath bejlowed upon us> that we fhould be 
called the fons of God. 4. By marriage: The church is married to Chrift the eter¬ 
nal fon of God, whofe titles are the prince of peace , and the prince of the kings 
of the earth : So that Ihe is both a prince’s daughter and a prince’s wife; and 
is the former by becoming the latter \ (he is efpoufed as a chajle virgin to Cbrijl y 
who is the only fon of the King eternal , immortal , inviftble , the only wife God. 

Moreover, the words maybe rendered, O noble or princely daughter , i. e. who 
art of a noble and princely fpirit: And this is, (1.) A free fpirit, in oppofition 
to a fervile one ; and fo the word is tranflated, in PfaL li. 12. Uphold me with 
a free or princely fpirit ; and fuch a fpirit believers have, being freed from 
the fervitude of fin and fatan ; and being delivered from a fpirit of bondage to 
a law of works, ferve the Lord with all chearfulnefs and readinefs, being 
made a willing people in the day of hi $ power. (2.) To be of a princely fpirit, 
is to be of a free, noble, generous, bountiful and a liberal fpirit; and fuch a 
fpirit faints have, not only in diftributing their temporal things to the necef- 
fities of the poor, but alfo in communicating their fpiritual things to the 
mutual comfort and edification of each other. 

II. Having confidered the title, it will be now proper to take notice of the 
commendations given her; ijl , Of her feet y which are faid to be beautiful 
with fhoes. idly. Of the joints of her thighs y which are faid to be as jewels y 
the work of the hands of a cunning workman . 

, Her feet arc here commended ; by which may be meant, either, 1. 
The minifters of the gofpel b whofe feetbeing flood with the preparation of the 
gofpel of peace> are exceeding beautiful, according to Ifa . Iii. 7. How beauti¬ 
ful upon the mountains are the feet, of him that bringeth good tidings y that pub - 
lijhetb peace , &c. ' Thefe are the church’s feet, which run to and fro in the 
world, whereby the knowledge of Chrift and his gofpel is increafed ; which 
was eminently true of the apoftles and firft minifters of the gofpel, who fwift- 
ly ran over the Gentile world ; and where-eve'r they came, diffufed the fa¬ 
vour of Chrift’s knowledge , and were inftrumental in the converfion of thou- 
fands of fouls ; for their found went into all the earthy and their words unto 
the ends of the world . And now thefe feet being faid to be beautiful with 
fhoes , may denote, (1.) The promptitude and readinefs of Chrift’s minifters 
to preach the gofpel ; as the people of Ifrael having their (hoes upon their feet 
when they eat the paffover, juft when they departed out of Egypt % lhew’d 
their readinefs for their journey ; fo thefe feet of the church, having (hoes 
on, (hew the readinefs of the minifters of the gofpel to preach it in every place 

where 
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where they are called to it, though in the face of the greateft oppofition •, I 
am ready* lays the apoftle Paul, Rom . i. 16. to preach the gofpel to you that are 
at Rome alfo ; his feet were (hod with it, and he was prepared to preach it, even 
where not only the feat of the empire, but the feat of perfection was, where 
it was the hotteft, and raged the moft furioufly ; and the reafon; he gives is ; 
for, fays he, I am not ajhamed of the gofpel of Chrift* no, not in Cafar's 
palace ; faithful minifters are ready to preach it any where, and at any time, 
and are infant in feafon and out of feafon ; they preach not by conftraint , but 
willingly* not for filthy lucre* but of a ready mind . (2.) It Ihews their intre¬ 
pidity in preaching the gofpel: A man that has his feet well ihod, regards 
not the roughnefs of the way, nor the lharp Hones which lie in it, or the 
pricking briars and thorns, through which he walks. The minifters of the 
gofpel, whofe feet are well (hod with it, regard no difficulties that lie in their 
way, foas to be difeouraged by them, and defift from their work, but with 
the utmoft courage and magnanimity of mind, bear and furmount them; with 
fcorn and contempt they trample upon all the briars and thorns of reproaches 
and fcandal that are caft upon, and perfections which are levelled againft 
them ; none of tbefe things move them, neither do they count their lives dear 
to themfelves, fo that they may finifh their courfe with joy* and the minijhy* 
which they have received of the Lord Jefus* to teftify the gofpel of the grace of 
Cod . (3.) It is expreflive of their beauty and glory: The minifters of the 

gofpel arc not only beautiful in the eyes of thofe to whom they are made ufe- 
tul, either for converfion or confolation, but alfo in the eyes of Chrift, efpe- 
dally when they faithfully difeharge their work, though they run the rifque 
of lofing their credit, honour and reputation in the world, nay, their lives 
alfo. Or elfe, 2. By thofe feet may be meant, the affedions * of the church 
towards Chrift, which are that unto the foul, as feet are to the body ; thefe 
carry it up and down, hither and thither, at plcafure ; and being faid to be 
beautiful with Jhoes , ffiew that they moved in an orderly way, conftrained her 
to turn her feet to his teftimonies , and enlarged her heart to run the way of his 
commandments* which made them appear exceeding beautiful to him, fo that 
his heart was raviffied with them ; fee Chap . iv. 9, 10. The eyes of Holofernes 
are faid to be raviffied with the fandals upon Judith's feet, which ffie had put 
-on on purpofe to deceive perfons ; fee Judith x. 4. and xvi. 11. And this 
fhews it to be the cuftom of women to adorn their ffioes or fandals, that they 
mighr enamour their lovers, to which aaftom, perhaps, the allufion is here 
toade. Or elfe, 3. By them may be m6ant the adings of faith on Chrift, in 
faints coming to him and walking on in him, as they have received him: 
As faith is the eye of rhe foul, which fees Chrift, and the hand which re¬ 
ceives him, fo it is likewife the foot which goes to him and walks in 
him ; and nothing is more pleafant and delightful to Chrift than for fouls to 
come unto him, and venture their all upon him, in expedation of receiving 
life andTalvation, righteoufnefs and ftrength, peace and comfort, grace and 
glory, all from him and through him •* for fuch he willingly receives, and 
has promifed never to rtjed •, and as their firft coming, fo their continued 
walking m him, by freffi repeated ads of faith, is well pleating to him. 
Thef zfeet ape beautiful with fboesa though, 4. By them may be naoant, the 
uotwurd d converfation of the faints, which is frequently expreffed in ferip- 

* turc, 
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ture, by walking in the ways, commands and ordinances of Chrift \ fee Luke 
i. 6. Eph. iv. 17. Col. iv. 5. which may be faid to be beautiful with Jhoes . 
(1.) When they appear to be ready to every good work 5 who no fooner are en- 
lighcned into an ordinance, or called to a duty, but they readily comply with it, 
being beforehand furnifhed and prepared for it, having their lhoes upon their 
feet, in a pofture of readinefs to do it. (2.) When the converfation is fo or¬ 
dered, as that the ftiame of our nakednels does not appear to the eyes of the 
world : To walk barefoot was accounted fhameful: fee Ifa . xx. 4. and fo it is 
to have an ill ordered converfation *, but a well ordered converfation is like fhoes 
to the feet, which covet them, fo that the ftiame thereof doesnotappear. (3.) 
When it is conformed to God’s law, which is a lamp unto the feet y and a light to 
thepath . (4.) When it is becoming Chrift’s gofpel. (5.) When it isguarded 

againft the reproaches and offences of the world : As fhoes upon the feet 
keep off the thorns and briars from pricking, fo does a good converfation, in 
fome meafure, keep off the reproaches of the world, or at leaft, keep from be¬ 
ing difturbed at them ; for great peace have they which love God’s law y and 
nothing Jhall offend them ; and though it does not afford matter of boaft- 
ing before God, yet a believer, whofe converfation is becoming the gofpel, 
may fay as Samuel did. Chap . xii. 3. Whofe ox have 1 taken ? Whofe afs have 
I taken? Whom have I defrauded? fo that hereby he is fenced and guarded 
againft the world’s calumnies and contempt. . (6.) Then is it fo, when there 
is fuch a luftre in it as cannot but be feen by, and is confpicuous to all beholders, 
which raifes their admiration, and gives them occafion of glorifying God ; fee 
Mat . v. 16. And this, as it is commendable among men, fo it is beautiful 
in the eyes of Chrift ; for to fuch who order their converfations aright y that is, 
whofe feet are beautiful with fhoes* will he fhew the falvation of God. 

2dly , The joints of her thighs are faid to be as jewels , the work of the hands 
of a cunning workman: By which may be meant, either, 1. Some ornaments 
of gold, filver or precious ftones, which were ufed to be worn about the legs 
or feet by women in thofe times; which was a cuftom not only ufed among 
the c Heathens, but alfo among the Jews, as is manifeft from Ifa . iii. 18. 
where among the reft of the attire of the Jewifli women, the bravery of their 
tinkling ornaments about their feet is mentioned ; and fo may be expreflive of 
the greater glory, luftre and beauty of the church’s converfation. Or, 2. 
The garments which covered the * thighs f ; for it is not agreeable to the rules 
of decency and modefty, to defcribe the naked thighs. The word fignifies * 
the cotnpaffwg of the things^ which does not intend the ambient flefti, or the 
. thicknefs of it about them, as R. David Kimchi h fuppofes, but rather the fe - 
moralia , or garments about the thighs, which' encompafled and covered 
them i by which may be meant, the garments of falvatio# , and robe of Chrift’s 
righteoufnefs y whereby the perfons of God’s eledt are covered, fo that the 
fhame of their nakednefs does not appearj and with which they are as richly 
adorned as the bridegroom is with his ornaments , and the bride with her jewels , 
on their marriage-day. Moreover, this is not the bungling work of a creature, 
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but the work of the hands of a dinning ivorkman , even of one that is 
God as well as man, and therefore is called the rigbteoufnefr'of God . Or, 
3. The girdle about the loins, according to fome 1 , whith Was wont to 
be worn m thole times; thighs being put for loins, as in Genii dvt. 26. and 
may intend that girdle of truth with which the loins of believers are girt, and 
is joined with the preparation of the gofpel of peace, with which their feet are 
Jhcd , in Eph. vi. 14, 15. which metaphor is frequently made ufe of, when a 
gofpel-converfation is direded and exhorted to; fee Luke xii. 35. 1 Per. i. 

13. Or, 4. By thef h joints of the thighs may be meant, young converts. 
The Targum expounds it of the children which fprung from the thighs or 
loins of the people of Ifrael: fee Gen. xlvi. 26. Exod. i. 5. Judg. viii. 30. 
where this phrafe, to come out of the loins, or as it is in the Hebrew text, the 
thighs , is exprefiive of generation ; and therefore thefe words, in a myltical 
and fpiritual fenfe, may have reference to thofe many fouls that are born again 
in the church, who are as jewels in Chrift’s efteem, and are the curious 
workmanfhip of the blefled ipirit, created in Chrijt Jefus unto good works. 
Or elfe, 5, By thefe joints or turnings of the thighs, by which they move or¬ 
derly and regularly, may be meant, the principles of a believer’s walk and 
converfation, as k one well obferves, without which ’tis little worth, nor can 
it be ordered aright; for principles denominate adions to be either good or 
evil. Now the principles of grace, from whence a believer ads in his con¬ 
verfation, and by which he moves in his Chriftian walk, are as valuable 
and as precious as jewels, and are wrought by no lefs a hand than the fpirit 
of God, who worketh in them, both to will and to do, of bis good plea fur e. 

Ver. 2. Thy navel is like a round goblet, which wanteth not liquor : 

Thy belly is like an heap of wheat , fet about with lilies . 

C HRIST here continues the commendation of his church, and gives two 
other inftances of her beauty. And as in the former verfe he had com¬ 
mended thofe parts, which may be exprefiive of her outward walk and con¬ 
verfation, and of the principles of grace from whence lhe aded, fo here he 
may be thought to fet forth her inward glory by thefe, the navel and belly, 
Which are more hidden and lefs confpicuous; for this king's daughter is all 
glorious within, as well as her converfation is honourable without; her adorn¬ 
ing not being the outward adorning , of platting the hair, and of wearing of 
gold , or of putting on of apparel ; but is the hidden man of the heart, in that 
which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet fpirit , which 
is in the fight of God of great price. But what is particularly intended by 
thefe parts, will more manifeftly appear from a diftind confideration of 
them. And, 

I. Her navel is faid to be like a round goblet, which wantetb not liquor. 

II. Her belly as an heap of wheat , fet about with lilies. 

I. Her navel is compared to a round goblet, which wantetb not liquor: By 
which fome a underftand, not that part of the body itfelf, but fome coveririg 

or 
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or ornament of it; as fome jewel or plate of gold, which was fo called, ei¬ 
ther becaufe it was in the fhape of the navel, or elfe, becaufe it covered and 
adorned it ; as alfo, becaufe the word tranflated rounds in the Chaldee lan¬ 
guage, fignifi.es the moon , it has inclined them to think, that this ornament 
may be the fame which the JewiJb women are faid to wear, in I/a. iii. 18. 
where men cion.is made of their round tires like the moon *, which figure is all'o 
under ftood by the Tar gum upon our text. T hough others \ who are alio of 
opinion that fome covering of thefe parts is intended, yet think, that the re¬ 
ference is, made unto that cloathing of wrought gold , with which the church is 
faid to be array’d, in Pfal. xlv. 13. in the midft ot which, or in that part of 
it, which covered the navel and belly,, was a railed or emboifcd work, which 
refembled an heap of wheat, or rather flieaves of wheat, round about which 
was an embroidery of curious flowers, and efpecially lilies; and in the midft 
of the whole work a fountain or conduit, running with feveral forts of li¬ 
quors, into a great bowl or bafon, By all which, the glory and beauty of 
the garments of falvation, and robe of (Thrift’s righteoufnefs, with which be¬ 
lievers are adorned, may be reprefented to us. R. Aben Ezra, by the navel, 
underftands the great c fanhedrim , as he does by the belly > the letter. R. Sol. 
Jarcbi , lifhcat gazit , or the paved chamber in which they fat. Moreover, 
nothing is more frequent with d Jewifh writers, than to call the land of Ca¬ 
naan, and particularly Jerufalem , the navel of the earth, which they fuppole 
to be in the very midft of it, for which reafon they call it fo j and it was from 
this navel of the earth, that the gofpel of Chrift went forth into all the world *, for 
out of Zion jhallgo forth the law , and the word of the Lord from Jerufalem : The 
Targum or Chaldee paraphrafe on the place, applies it to the head of the fchool, by 
whofe rightcoufnefs the whole world receives nourijhment, even as the child receives 
nourifhment through its navel, in its mother's bowels. And I am inclined to chink, 
that by it we are to underftand the minifters of the gofpel, who in the admi- 
niftration of the word and ordinances, are that to Chrift’s body, the church, 
as the navel is to an human body. And, 1. As the navel is placed in the 
more eminent part of the belly, fo are the minifters of the gofpel in the higheft 
place in the church *, who being called to the greateft work, have the greateft 
gifts, and largeft meafures of grace beftowed upon them to furnilh them for 
it; to whom others are exhorted to fubmit themfelves, they being fet over 
them in or by the Lord. 2. As the navel, they are placed in the midft of 
Chrift’s body, the church : ’Tis in the midft of the church they do all their 
work, preach the gofpel, and adminifter ordinances in imitation of, and con¬ 
formity to their great mafter, and prophet in Ifrael , Chrift Jefus, who faid. 
In the mtdfl of the church will I fing praife until thee, Heb. ii. 12. 3. As 

the navel is the ftrength of the inteftines, fo the minifters of Chrift are not 
only ftrong themfelves, in the power and grace of Chrift, as they had need 
be, but are alfo ftrengthners of others \ one principal part of their work be¬ 
ing to Jlrengthen the weak hands , and confirm the feeble knees , as our Lord 
faid to Peter , When thou art converted , Jlrengthen thy brethren , Lukexxii. 32. 
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4, As die navel much conduces to the health of the body, fo do the mini- 
fters of the gofpel to the health of the church. Solomon fpeaking of the 
fear of the Lord, fays, That it Jhall be health to thy navels and marrow to 
thy bones , Prov. iii. 8. where, by the navel, he means the whole body ; that 
being in a good plight, and a healthful condition, has much influence upon 
the whole body to make it fo. The minifters of Chrift, in preaching {he 
evcrlafting gofpel, and feeding fouls with the wbolefome words of our Lord 
Jefus CbriJij are very ferviceable for the increafing and maintaining the health 
of the church : Many things in the book of Proverbs are applicable to them 
in this cafe. See Chap . xii. 18. and xiii. 17. and xvi. 24. 5. The navel is 

that part through which the child receives its nourifhment in the womb.' 
The minifters of Chrift, as they are inftruments in begetting fouls again, fo 
they are ufeful in the nourilhing of them, even when in embryo , as well as 
in feeding of them, with thefineere milk of the word , which they, as new born 
babesy are defirous of, and with which they are nourifhed and brought up. 

Moreover, the navel of the church is compared to a round goblet , bowl or 
bafon. I need not obferve how aptly the metaphor agrees with this part of 
the body, it being like a bowl or bafon, both round,and hollow ; which, in 
a myftical lenfe, may be exprefiive of, 1. The perfection of gofpel-minifters 2 
The round or circular form is accounted the moll perfect; thefe, though they 
are not abfolutely perfect, yet may be faid to be comparatively fo, having a 
a more perfect knowledge of the gofpel, and the myfteries of it, than pri¬ 
vate believers ufually have ; fee PhiL iii. 15. for having a larger acquaintance 
with the lcriptures of truth, they are thereby in a fenfe made perfett, and 
thoroughly fumijhed unto all good works , as the apoftle obferves, in 2 Tim. 
iii. 17. 2. It may alfo be exprefiive of that workmanlhip which is beftowed 

upon them i who of themfelves are not fufficient for thefe things , until by 
the gifts and graces of the fpirit they are made able minifters of the new 
teftament, and in fome good meafure qualified for the work of the miniftry •, 
and then are they like a round goblet, turned and formed by fome curious 
artift. 3. It may like wife ferve to fet forth the capacity which they are en¬ 
dowed withal, to hold and retain gofpel-truths \ they are not like colanders , 
which immediately let out whatever is poured into them, but like round gob¬ 
lets, bowls or bafons, which hold and retain whatever they receive \ and this 
is efteemed as a neceflary qualification of a gofpel-minifter, by the apoftle 
Paul, in Tit . i. 9. That he be fuch an one as holds faft the faithful word , 
and does not let it flip or go from him, but continues in the things which he 
has learned, knowing of whom he has learned them. 

Alfo it is worthy of our notice, that this navel of the church is not com¬ 
pared to an empty goblet ,, but to one that wanteth not liquor: By which 
may be meant, (1.) The grace of the blefTed fpirit, which is more or lefs 
in all believers, which much conduces to their bealthfulnefs, as the moifture 
of the navel does to the body. It is no unufual thing in feripture, for the 
grace of the fpirit to be compared to water, and to an abundance of it, even 
to rivers of living water , which are faid to be in the belly of a believer, and 
thefe are never failing ones *, for grace is in them, as a well of water [fring¬ 
ing up into ever/tfting life . Or, (2.) The church’s cleannefs may be inten- 
2 tied 
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ded by this exprefliott, who bring waflied in Chrift’s blood, and fprinkled 
with the clean water of the everlaiting covenant, needed no other liquor to 
be waflied with : And thus, as a navel not cut and unwaflied, reprefents the 
impurity and corruption of nature, in Ezek. xvi. 4. fo a navel cut and wafli¬ 
ed, as the church’s is here, may be exprefiive of her purity and cleannefs, 
through the blood and grace of Chrift •, fo that flie needs no other liquor to 
make her clean. Or rather, (3.) It intends thofe large and never failing 
fupplies which the minifters of the gofpel continually have from Chrift, who 
is ajcended on high, to fill all things , and particularly'minifters, that fo they 
may never want the liquor of gofpel-truths to communicate -to others •, for 
which reafon he has promifed to be with them, unto the end of the world, 
as he accordingly is, and continues filling of thefe golden pipes as faft as they 
empty the golden oil of gofpel-truths out of themfelves. And, 4. The Hebrew 
word tranflated e liquor* properly fignifying a mixture , or a mixed liquor , may 
be exprefiive of that variety of gofpel-grace and gofpel-truths, which they 
are poflefled of, and diftribute to others ; which is a mixture, not of human 
inventions, and the doftrines of the gofpel together, but of wine and milk, 
which are joined together, in Ifa.lv. 1. to which fouls are invited to partake 
of; and which, perhaps, is the mingled wine in Prov. ix. 2—5. fuch a 
. mix’d liquor f being what was drank in thofe countries, as appears from Cans. 
v. 1. and fuch a mixture as this, for thirfty, diftrefied and fainting fouls 
will never be wanting in the gofpel, or with gofpel-minifters. 

Likewife, it may be obferved, that the words may be read as a wifh for 
a continued lupply of this mixed liquor in this veffel; thus, * Let there not 
want liquor ; and fo is exprefiive of Chrift’s ftrong affe&ion to his church, 
and tender concern that there might be a continued lupply in the miniftry of 
the word for her nourifhment, as well as implies a promile that it fhould be fo. 

II. Her belly is faid to be as an heap of wheat , fet about with lilies ; which, 
as the former expreffion fets forth the nouriftiment which fhe has through the 
miniftry of the word, this may be exprefiive of her fitiitfulnefs thereby ; 
for the allufion feems to be to a woman with child, as h one well obferves; 
flie is fruitful and big, not with wind, but with wheat: By which may be 
meant, either, 1. The word or gofpel of the grace of God, which is com¬ 
parable to wheat; He that hath my word , faith the Lord, Jer . xxiii. 28. let 
him fpeak my word faithfully \ for what is the chaff to the wheat ? There’s 
as much difference between a teller of dreams, and a faithful preacher of the 
gofpel, or between the dreams which the one tells, and the word which the 
other preaches, as there is between the chaff an<j the wheat. The gofpel 
may be compared to wheat for the excellency of it: Wheat is the molt ex¬ 
cellent of grain, it is not only preferable to chaff, but to all other grain 
whatfoever; fo the gofpel is preferable to all other doftrines whatever, and 
ought to be valued by believers, more than their necejfary food , feeing that 
thole who are fed therewith, are fed with the finejl of the wheat ; and there¬ 
fore 

e .HDn *HDrV M*f vrizBptvQt; Sept. Nunquam deficiens cramate, Coec. Nunquam 

indigens poculis, Vulg.Lat . N on -indigebit temperamento, Jr .Montan. Non deficit wwmiftio, 
Mercer. f The Jews fay, it was two parts water, and one wine, Shirhnjbirim Rabba in 
loc. and Re midbar Rubber, par-afti i. & Ne deficiat illius mixtio, fun. So Airrfojortb. 

b Durham in loc. 
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fore may not only be compared to wheat for its excellency, but alfo for the 
nourifhment which it conveys. Befides, wheat is a folid* weighty and fub- 
Jlantial grain \ as are alfo the doftrines of the gofpel, which are not like 
wind but wheat, and is a quite different food than what Ephraim fed upon, 
of whom it is faid, Hof xii. i. Ephraim feedetb on wind. Moreover, this 
is an heap of wheat* which the church’s belly is compared to here, fuch an 
one as is upon the corn-floor, ready threfh’d and winnow’d, and cleared of 
the chaff; fee Ruth iii. 7. and fo may intend the purity of the gofpel, and 
and its being clear of all human inventions and mixtures; ’tis wheat that is 
clear from and not mixed with the chaff; for as faithful minifters will not ftt 
forth fuch to feed upon, fo neither will enlightned and experienced fouls re¬ 
ceive it. Alfo this heap may be exprelTivc of the variety and multitude of- 
foul comforting dottiines, and exceeding great and precious promifes, with 
which the gofpel abounds; there are many of them, an heap of them, and 
a fulnefs of the bkffntg in every one ; they arc full of ipiritual bleflings, and 
confolations, efpecially when they come in power , and in the Holy Ghoft. Or 
elfe, 2. By it may be meant the graces of the fpirit of God, with which fhe 
was filled ; which may alfo be compared to wheat for the excellency of them, 
being more valuable than, and to be preferred unto all the defirable things of 
nature ; and to an heap of wheat, for the variety of them, which fouls re¬ 
ceive from Chrift, of whofe fulnefs they receive grace for grace , i. e. grace 
in fome meafure, anfwerable to the grace in Chrift; or grace in abundance, 
grace for grace , i. e. 1 heaps of grace ; for there cannot be one grace but 
there muft be every grace, even heaps of grace : As alfo for the purity of 
them, being free from all mixtures of hypocrify ; their faith is a faith un¬ 
feigned ; their hope, which is fixed on Chrift’s perfon, blood and rightcouf- 
nefs, is of a different nature than that of the hypocrites; their love to God, 
Chrift, his gofpel, ordinances and people, is without diffunulation: In fhort, 
fincerity runs through all their graces ; they are like an heap of wheat win¬ 
now’d and clear’d ot chaff. Moreover, thefe may be compared to wheat for 
their permanency \ they will abide the fieve of fatan’s temptations, as Peter's 
faith did j for though it was lhaken much, it did not fail, becaufe Chrift 
prayed for it 5 and they will alfo abide the world’s fan of perfecution ; and 
likewife the awful ferutiny and diferimination, which will be made at tbe day 
of judgment; when the florid profeffion and external works and righteouf- 
nefs of others will be as chaff, which tbe wind jhall carry away , and vanity 
Jhall take , thefe will abide and appear in their greateft glory and full perfec¬ 
tion. Though 1 rather think, 3. That by this heap of wheat, to which the 
church’s belly is compared, are meant young converts k , who are not only 
born in the church, but are alfo brought forth by her; for as foon as Zion 
travailed , Jhe brought forth her children . And thefe are the wheat which Chrift 
will gather into his garner , when he will bum up the wicked, tbe chaff y with 
unquenchable fire: As wheat is the nobleft of feeds, is full of meat, is folid 
and fubftantial, thefe are born, not of corruptible , but incorruptible feed \ 

and 

1 Grauam fuper grptjam, q* d. gratiam gratia cumulatam, Be%a in John, i. 16. k The 
Jew* kx Sbirbejbirim Rabba in loc, and in Btmidbar Rabbit, parafli. 1. interpret Jt of the Jp 
roilitti » whom, for many reafon®, they compare to wheat, and the nations of the world to 
(bajf. U R* Aljbtth of young difciplei. 
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a nd being full of faith and of the Holy Ghoft, and continually receiving from 
Chrift’s fulnefs, are folid and fubftantial believers i and will abide the force of 
perfecution now, andftand the trying and difcriminatingtime hereafter ; when 
the ungodly ftiall not be fo , but fhall be like the chaff which the wind driveth away ; 
for they fhall not ft and in thejudgment , nor/inners in the congregation of the righ¬ 
teous *, but even then this wheat will continue on the floor, and be gathered into 
’Chrift’s barn. Moreover, this heap of wheat fignifies the large number of 
fouls that fhall be born again in the church and when thofe fcriptures, in 
Ifa . xlix. 19, 20, 2 r. and lx. 8. have had their lull accompli(h merit, then will 
this defcription of the church be exaftly anfwered, and appear very glorious. 

Moreover, this heap of wheat is faid to be Jet about with lilies, or as in 
the Hebrew text, 1 hedged with lilies ; which would incline one to think, that 
not an heap of wheat upon the corn-floor, but a field of Handing wheat is 
here intended •, whofe inclofure is not an hedge of thorns and briars, but of 
lilies: By. whiqh lilies may be meant, either the precious promilts and com¬ 
fortable do.dtrines which abound in, and encompals around the word of God: 
Or clfe, the fweet odour which the graces of the fpirit emit on every fide ; 
•or rather, the beauties of holinefs , in which men appear as foon as they are 
born again *, and may be exprelfive of their fecrecy and fecurity, as well as 
of their beauty and glory. 

There is one thing more which I wolild not omit the mention of, and 
that is, that fome interpreters m think, that by thefe two parts, the navel and 
belly, here deferibed, are meant the two ordinances of baptifm and the Lord's 
/upper: By the former, the ordinance of baptifm, which is the firft ordinance 
adminiftred to believers, and which none but thofe who are born again, re¬ 
ceive any comfort, nourifhment or benefit from •, and by the latter, the Lord’s 
fupper, which, like an heap of wheat, affords folid and fubftantial food to 
believers *, where Chrift, .who is the bread of life, whofe flefti and blood are 
meat and drink indeed, is fet forth to them who are kindly invited, and are 
heartily welcome to his table \ which table of his is graced and adorned, or 
at lead, fhould be, not .with the weeds, or thorns and briars of fcandalous 
and prophane finners, who eat and drink unworthily, but with the lilies of 
precious faints and true believers, who fit as olive plants, or rather are fet 
as lilies about it. Though I Ihould rather think that thefe are intended in the 
following verfe. 

* 

Ver. 3. Thy two brea/is are like two young rces> that are twins. 

T HE breafts are the fifth part which is here commended by Chrift ; what 
is intended by them has been fhewn in Chap. iv. 5. where we have met 
with the fame commendation, and that in the fame words ; only here is an 
omillion of a claufe. which is added there, viz.. A which feed among the 
lilies. The Targum here again makes mention of the two Meffiahs, whom 
the Jews vainly expeft. R . Aben Ezra expounds thefe words of their two 
laws, oral and written, as he had done in the chapter and place above-men¬ 
tioned ; 


1 miD VifPfay^vri Iv xpUoii, Sept, Septus liliis, Ar. Montan. fun. Merctr . Cocc* 

VaHatus liliis. Vulg . hat . Circumfeptus liliis, fig. m Yid, Cotton and Bp. Patrick in lee. 
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tioned ; as R . Sol. Jarcbi docs alfo of the two tables of the law, though he 
like wife produces another fenfe of the words, which is, that by the two 
breads are meant the king and the high prieft *, but for the underftanding 
of the words, the reader is referred to Chap, iv. 5. where they are more 
largely infilled on. 

Ver. 4. Thy neck is as a lower of ivory : Thine eyes like the ffhpools 
in Hcjkbon , by the gate of Bathrabbim : Thy nofe is as the tower 
of Lebanon which looketh toward Dajnafcus. 

C HRIST continues his commendation of the church’s beauty, and adds, 
in thefe words, three other inltances of it, to the five former, mentio¬ 
ned in the preceding verfes. And, 

I. He compares her neck to a tower of ivory . 

II. Her eyes to the fjhpools in Helbbon, by the gate of .Bathrabbim. 
in. Her nofe to the tower of Lebanon, which looketh toward Damafcus. 

I. He compares her neck to a tower of ivory . R. Aben Ezra, by the neck 
underftands the king Mefftah-, but he is not the neck, but the head of the church : 
R. Sol. Jarcbi interprets it of the temple and altar, or of the Lifhcat gazt't , 
or paved chamber, in which the Sanhedrim fat: The T'argum would have 
Ab Beth Bin , the father of the houfe of judgment , or chief of the Sanhedrim , 
intended ; but it feems better by it to underftand, either, 

ifl. The minifters of the gofpel, who hold unto, bear up and exalt Chrid, 
the head, and are inftruments in bringing fouls near unto him, and of con¬ 
veying fpiritual food to the feveral members of his body, the church •, who 
are likewife beautifully adorned with the gifts and graces of the fpirit, where¬ 
by they are fitted for the work they are called unto : Thefe may alio be faid 
to be like towers for their ftrength and impregnablenefs •, they are fet for 
the defence of the gofpel, and are as immoveable as towers * they dand the bat¬ 
tery of fatan’s rage and malice, and abide the force oi the world’s perfecuti- 
ons and reproaches ; and none of 1 thefe things move them to defert the work 
they are employed in. Moreover, this neck of the church, is compared to 
a tower of ivory: Whether there was a tower built of ivory, or that was fo 
called, we have no account in feripture. The Targum on this place, fpeaks 
of an ivory tower, which king Solomon made, but the feripture is entirely 
filent about it; unlefs by it we underdand that great throne of ivory which is 
mentioned in 1 Kings x. 18. and which may as well be called a tower as the 
pulpit on which Ezra and others flood, is, in the Hebrew text, in Neb. viii. 
4. Now the church’s neck may be faid to be as a tower of ivory \ 1. To ex- 
prefs the purity of gofpel-minifters, both in doctrine and life, who at once 
anfwer that chara&er, of holding the myjlery of the faith in a pure conference , 
and fo become examples to others, both in faith and purity. 2. Thefe may 

be faid to be as towers of ivory for their ftrength, which they receive from 
Chrift, to hold faft the doflrine of faith, to confirm and eftablilh others in 
it, and to withftand the force and power of fatan's temptations. 3. They 
may be compared hereunto* for the fmoothnefs and evennefa of tfaofe doc- 

£ tenet 
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trines which they preach ; by which I mean not thofe Jmooth things , which 
carnal perfons would have, prophefied to them, fuch as are tickling to t;he car¬ 
nal ear, taking to the carnal fancy, and fuited to the carnal hearts of uncon¬ 
verted ones; but fuch as are agreeable to the word of God, confiftent with 
themfelves, being all of apiece, and oot yea and nay> as well as fuited to the 
experiences of God’s children. Or elle, 

2 dly y By the church’s neck may be meant, the feriptures of truth, which 
lead and direct fouls to Chrift, the head, and are the means of conveying 
fpiritual breath, life and food to God’s children, and are beautifully hung 
and adorned with foul-refrefhing dodrines, and comfortable promifes. Now 
this neck may be faid to be as a tower which is very high; feeing that it 
contains things which are fublime, and out of the reach- of carnal fenfe and 
realon, and is alfo as impregnable and immoveable as a tower ; for though 
facan and his emifiaries have attempted to remove the feriptures out of the 
world, yet their efforts have hitherto, and ever will, be in vain ; and thefe 
may likewife be very well compared to a tower of ivory , for the purity and 
glory of them ; for the words of the Lord are pure words: As filver tried in 
a furnace of earthy purified feven times , Pfal. xii. 6. Or elfe, 

3i/y, By the church’s neck may be meant, the grace of faith, which lays 
hold upon and keeps clofe to Chrift, the head ; it is that grace which exalts 
and glorifies him, and by which faints live upon him, and receive grace, 
itrength and nourifhment from him ; and is never without the other graces of 
the Jpirit, and the becoming fruits of righteoufnefs, which ferve to adorn 
it: This may be compared to a tower of ivory , i. For the ftrength of it; 
which appears both in believing the promifes of God, which fometimes feem 
to be attended with difficulties infuperable to fenfe and reafon, and in refitt¬ 
ing and withftanding fatan’s temptations; this fort and tower of faith fatan 
could never take and demolifh ; it has flood, and will ttand, againft all the 
pojjfe that he is able to colled together againft it; becaufe Chrift, who is the 
author, will be the finifher of it, and continually prays that it fail not. 2. 
For the purity, beauty and glory of it; as the churen s neck being compared 
to a tower , is expreflive of its ftrength; fo its, being compared to ivory y 
fhews its beauty and fairnefs. Faith that’s pure and unfeigned is a beautiful 
grace in the eyes of Chrift ; he is fometimes ravifhed with this neck of the 
church, and with one chain thereof. See Chap. iv. 9. 3. For the preciouf- 

nefs of it •, as ivory is very precious and valuable, fo is this grace of faith ; it 
is called precious faith , in 2 Pet . i. 1. and fo it is in its nature, objed and ad- 
ings ; it is more precious than ivory, yea, than gold: Hence the trial of it is 
faid to be much more precious than of gold that . perifheth^ 1 Pet. i. 7. 

II. The eyes of the church are here compared to fifhpools in Hefhbon, by 
the gate of Bathrabbim. Some think that Hefhbon is not to be taken here as 
the proper name of a place, but to be read in conftrudion with fifijpools , thus, 
t thine eyes are like to fifhpools , artificially made th^t are curidtifiy formed, 
and according to art, fuch as were about the fheep gate> which is here called 

L 11 2 'the 

® JTO"Q Oculi tu * pifcinis artificiofiffimis, Juv . Fife at or. in Bmidbar 

Ralfra, paraih, 14, the >vords arc paraphrafed thus; Thine eves are like fijkpooh nUCTlu? 
rwiQ onaotp which are finijhed^with tQnfvltatiou and thought. 
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the gate of Bathrabbim, becaufe it was much frequented, and through it abun¬ 
dance of people paffed to and fro ; but it feems mod agreeable to underftand 
it of the city Hejbbon , which was the feat of Sibon, king of the Amorites, as 
appears from Numb . xxi. 26. and Bathrabbim was one of the gates of this city \ 
which was fo called, either becaufe it led to Rabbath, a city near unto it, 
and therefore are mentioned together, in Jer. xlix. 3. which, as is manifest 
from 2 Sam. xii. 27. was a city of waters: Or elfe, becaufe of the vaftmul¬ 
titudes of people which went in and out thereat; for it may be render’d \ the 
gate of the daughter of many, or a multitude: Near this gate, it feems, were 
fome very excellent and delightful fifhpools, to which the eyes of the church 
are here compared ; and by which may be meant, either, 

1 ft. The minifters of the gofpel c , who are that to the church as eyes are 
to the body; for which fee Chap . i. 15. and thefe may be compared to fiflj- 
pocls , 1. For their clearnefs of fight into gofpel-truths: *Tis true, in compa¬ 
nion of that light and knowledge which faints Ihall have in glory, they now 
fee but through a glafs , darkly \ but yet, with refpect to the legal difpenfation, 
in which there was much darknefs and obfeurity, they may be faid to behold 
with open face the glory of the Lord , and their light will ftil] be confiderably* 
increaibd, when the watchmen Jhall fee eye to eye , and that will be when the Lord 
(hall bring again Zion. 2. Like fifhpools full of water, they are filled witk 
the fttlncfs of the blcjfmg of the gofpel of Chrijl: The means of grace, the ordi¬ 
nances of the gofpel, and particularly the miniftry of the word, are in ferip- 
ture compared to waters*, fee IfaAv. 1. where fouls are kindly invited,, 
and where they often meet with that which is as refrefhing as cold water to 
a thirfty man *, and of this Chrift’s minifters are full, being filled by him,, 
who fills all things ; they are not like thofe in 2 Pet . ii. 17. who are faid to be 
wells without water , but are like the fifhpools in Hefhbon, clear and full.. 
3. They may be compared to thofe fifhpools which were by the gale of Ba- 
thrabbim, becaufe of the multitude of people which flock to and attend upon, 
their miniftry, and which receive benefit more or lefs thereby; and then more 
efpecially will they anfwer this metaphor, when that prophecy, in Ifa . ii. 2, 
3. fhall have its full accomplifhment. 4. The word which is here tranflated d 
fifhpools, comes from a word which fignifies to blefs, becaufe pools of water 
were efteemed bleflings, fee Judg. i. 15. and fo are minifters of the gofpel 
to the churches of Chrift •, they are promifed by God as fuch, Jer . iii. 15. and 
he fometime? threatens to remove them as fuch, from his churches, when 
they grow carnal, lukewarm and indifferent, and do not prize and ufe fuch 
mercies and bleflings as they fhould 5 fee Rev . ii. 5. LordVdays, ordinances, 
and opportunities of hearing the gofpel preached, are the only bleflings and 
comforts of life that fome enjoy •, God gives them the bread of adverfity , 
and the water of affliction, this they are fure to have, with this they are fed 
all the week long ; but on Lord’s-days, they have fweet and comfortable meals 
for their fouls ; and this great blefiing God favours them with, though he 

denies 

b So the Vulgate Latin. c The fargum by them underftands, the feribes ; Jarchi t the 

wife men, or fuch who delight in fublime wifdom: So in Zohar> in Numb. fol. 89. 2... Men 
Ezra, the prophets ; in Shirhafhirim Rabba , in loc. and in Bemidbar Rabba , parafh. 14, 
they are interpreted of the Sanhedrim and elders of the congregation ; and fo in Ytlammeitnu fc. 
Sipbri in Yalkut in loc. d a rad. Benedixiti 
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denies them many temporal ones, which is, that their teachers are not re¬ 
moved into corners^ but their eyes behold their teachers ; they have Chrift’s 
filhpools to come unto. 5. They are like fifhpools, whofe waters are (till, 
quiet, invariable and conftant, and are not like troubled waters, fuch as falfe 
teachers are, who are continually cafting up the mire and dirt of their own 
inventions, and the divers andjlrange aottrines of men ; but thefe abound 
with thofe truths, which, like Chrift the author of them, are the fame yefter- 
day , today , and for ever. Or elfe, 

2 dly> By thefe eyes of the church, may be meant, the eyes of her underjland- 
ing, which are enlightened by the fpirit of God, particularly thofe of faith 
and knowledge ; which may be faid to be as fifhpools, 1. For their perfpi- 
cuity : Faith can behold things clearly, which are invifible to, and are out of 
the reach of carnal fenfe and reafon, and therefore is called the evidence of 
things not feen ; it can look within the veil , and view an unfeen Chrift with 
all the invifible realities of another world. 2. For their fteadinefs and un- 
moveablenefs: The eye of faith is fixed, not upon the duties, fervices and 
performances of the creature, but upon the perlon, blood and righteoufnefs 
of Chrift; it looks oft’ of all things elfe alone to him. 3. For their abound¬ 
ing with the tears of gofpel-repentance : Jeremy wifhed that his head were wa¬ 
ters , and his eyes a fountain of tears. The believers eyes are fo •, for repen¬ 
tance is a tear that drops from faith’s eye. Souls firft look and then they 
mourn; nor do they ever more fo, nor in a better manner, than when they 
can View their righteoufnefs, peace and pardon in a bleeding faviour ; ’tis un¬ 
der a fenfe of this, they both mourn, mod andbeft, both for their own fins, 
and the fins of others; their eyes are as fifhpools, abounding with thefe waters ; 
Rivers of water run down their eyes ; becaufe they keep not God’s law , Pfal. 
cxix. 136. 4. For the modefty of them :• Thefe are not rolling waters, to 

which wanton and immodeft eyes may be compared, but quiet, ftill and 
(landing ones: Faith is a very modeft grace, and he that is polfeft of it, and 
has the greateft meafure thereof, is the moft humble foul; it exalts Chrift, 
magnifies his grace, and gives all the glory to him; it abafes the creature, 
takes away all boafting from him, and aferibes nothing to him ; for which 
reafon the church’s eyes are alfo faid to be as doves eyes within her locks. 5. 
For their proportionable fize, exad fymmetry, and delightful beauty: Perhaps, 
the allufion c may be to fifhpools,- which being difeemed at fome diftance^ 
between trees or groves, look very fparkling and dazling; and fo did the 
church’s eyes to Chrift, with which he feemsto be ravifhed, as he fays he was, 
in Chap. iv. 9. and vi. 5. 

III. Her nofe is faid to be as the tower of Lebanon, which looketb toward 
Damafcus. This tower of Lebanon feems to be one that was built in or near 
the foreft of Lebanon r .and was a frontier tower for that part of the country 
which lay towards Damafcus ; and to this the church’s nofe is compared : By 
which may be meant, either, 1. The minifters of Chrift, as before; for it 
need not be thought ftrange that one and the fame thing Ihould be expreffed 
by different metaphors for different reafons, efpecially this; feeing there 
are different parts and branches of the work and office of minifters, who 
are not only eyes to fee, but as the nofe to fmell; having a fpirituaL difeerning 


; Vid, Sand, in lo.c. 
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into gofpcl-truths, beyond others, they not only favour them themfelves, 
but diffufe the favour of them to others, and are themfelves to many, the fa¬ 
vour of life unto life . They are, in fome meafure, both the ornament and the 
defence of the church ; the former is intended by their being compared to the 
nofe , which is the ornament of the face, as well as the feat of fmelling ; and 
the latter by the tower of Lebanon, and this as looking towards Damafcus, the 
inhabitants of which were always enemies to the people of Ifrael. And fo it 
denotes the courage and vigilance of faithful minifters, who continually have 
their eye upon the church’s enemies, watch all their motions, obferve all 
their fteps, and with a manful courage face and attack them. Or, 2. By 
this part thus deferibed, may be intended in general, the ftatelinefs and majefty, 
courage and magnanimity of the church; her ftatelinefs and majefty by her nofe, 
which, when of a good fize and well proportioned, adds much grace and majefty 
to the countenance; her magnanimity and courage, by its being compared to 
the invincible and impregnable tower of Lebanon , which looks towards Da - 
mafeus ; intimating that ftie was not afraid to look her worft enemies in the 
face ; and fo anfwers the charadter which is given of her, both by Chrift and 
by the daughters, in Chap. vi. 4, 10. which is, that Ihe was terrible as an 
army with banners : Or elfe, 3. It is expreffive of her prudence and difere- 
tion in fpiritual things, which Ihe is capable of difeerning from carnal; fhe 
can diftinguilh truth from error, and can efpy dangers afar off, and fo guard 
again ft them, for which her nofe may be compared to this tower, which was 
thus fituated. 

Ver. 5. Former part. "Thine head upon thee is like Carmel , and the 
hair of thine head like purple .- 

T HESE words contain the two laft, which are the ninth and tenth in- 
ftances of the church’s beauty. 

I. Her head upon her, is faid to be like Carmel . 

II. The hair of her head like purple. 

I. Her head is compared to Carmel. And it will be proper to enquire, 
Firjl , What is the church’s head. Secondly , Why it is thus compared. 

Firfti I lhall enquire what the church’s head is ; which is not the civil 
magiftrate ; he may indeed be a member of the church, but not the head of 
it. The princes and great men of the world may be of much fervice to the 
church, as in the latter day, kings lhall be her nurjing fathers , and queens her 
nurfing mothers ; but then they lhall be fo far from being her head, that they 
lhall bow down unto her, and lick up the dujl of her/?*/. ThtTargum indeed 
underftands it of the king , who is fet over the people. 

Some » think, that by the head is meant the foul or mind 5 which is indeed 
the chief part in man, and being filled with the graces of the fpirit, and the 
precious fruits of righteoufnefs, may much refemble the top of CarmeU co¬ 
vered with pleafant plants and fruitful trees; but it feems better to under- 
ftand it of Chrift, who only is the head of the church \ Ihe is compared to a 
body, becaufe confiding of various members, of which body he is the head \ 
fee Col. L 1 i. And be is the head of the body , the church. Chrift is, 

* Alcuin Be Sanftias in loc. 
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i ft, A reprefentative head of his church; as fuch he atted, in the ever- 
lafting covenant of grace, where what he did he did in her name ; and what 
he received he received for her ; hence the eledt are faid to blefled with all 
fpiritual bleffings,and grace is faid to be given to them in him, before the fpun- 
dation of the world. Thus alfo headed as their reprefentative, when he was 
crucified, buried, rofe again, and entered into heaven; they were then cru¬ 
cified, buried and raifed, and are now made to fit together in heavenly 
places in him. 

2 dly, He is a political head; in the fame fenfe as a king is the head of his 
people, Chrift is the head of his church and this regards his kingly office, 
as the other did his furetylhip-engagements. Chrift is given to be an head 
over all things to the church ; which may be underftood in the fame fenfe, and 
may be interpreted by his father’s fetting him as king over his holy bill of Zion; 
which office he executes by enading laws for the good of his people, which 
are written, not upon tables of ftone , but upon the ftejhly tables of the heart ; 
by fubduing their enemies, proteding their perfons, and fupplying them with 
all neceffaries, as an head and common parent to them. 

■ ^dly, He is an oeconomical head ; he is an head to his church in the fame 
fenfe as an hulband is to his wife, Eph . v. 23. fhe being efpoufed and married 
to him, ought to be fubjed to him as her head ; and in the fame fenfe as a 
father is to his children. Chrift is the everlafting Father; faints are his chil¬ 
dren, which God has given him, and are born unto him, in his church, and 
him they ought to honour as their head. Alfo he is fo in the fame fenfe as a 
matter is to his fervants •, and it is under this confideration that Chrift be¬ 
comes the head of angels, who arc fervants in his family. He is not indeed 
the redeemer of angels, becaufe they never were in a ftate of fiavery and cap¬ 
tivity f nor is he the mediator of them, they having never been at variance 
with God, or rebelled againft him *, but yet he is the head of them, accord¬ 
ing to Col. ii. 10. Which is the head of all principality and power. 

4 thly , He is a natural head, even as an human head is to an human body » 
and it is in allufion to this that he is often called the head, of which many 
things may be faid ; as, 1. That he is a true and proper head •, and that 
which is fo, muft, (1.) Be of the fame nature with the body * fo is Chrift, 
he has partook of the fame flefh and blood, and has been, in all things, 
made like unto his church, fin excepted : Hence arife that ftrong affeftion 
to her, fympathy with her, and care of her. (2.) It muft be united to it * 
an head feparate from the body cannot be a proper head, or do the fervice 
of one to the body. There is a fpiritual and indiffoluble union between Chrift 
and his church, which is reprefented by that conjugal union there is between 
a man and his wife, by which they become one flefh \ and alfo by that natural 
one of the vine and branches j but nothing does more exprels it to the life 
than that of head and members; for we are members of his body , of bis fiefh 9 
and of bis bones . (3.) It muft be fuperior to the body, as well as of the fame 

nature with it, and united to it •, fo is Chrift, and that not only in his higheft 
nature, as he is God, and in his office, grace and power, but even in our na¬ 
ture, being crowned with honour andglory y and let at his Father’s right-hand 
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iff it, far above all principality and power. (4.) It muft l}e a living head, and 
endued with the fame vital fpiric as the body is j fuch an qne is Chrift ; 
he and his church live one and the fame life; he is the believers life, 
he lives, but ft* is Chrifb that lives in him ; one and the fame yital fpiric 
actuates both head and members, and that is the fpiric of God,' which is in 
Chrift the head, without meafure, but in his members in mcafure; for be that 
is joined to the Lord , is one fpirit. 2. Chrift is a perfect head ; there is no de¬ 
ficiency in him, nor nothing wanting that may render him a fuitable one to 
his church. (1.) Here arc no part nor fenfe wanting ; he Has eyes to fee with, 
which are continually fixed upon his people ; he lees their perfons and their 
circumftunces, and accordingly relieves them ; his ears are open to their cries, 
which are not difregarded by him ■, and he has a tongue to fpeak a word in fea- 
for, both to them and for them ; he fmells a fweet favour in the perfons, 
garments and graces of his people, and has tailed death for them all. (2.) 
Here are no vitious humours which fall from hence, to infeft the body. Adam 
was a federal head to all his feed, but nothing is derived from him but fin, 
corruption and death, and luch vitious humours which have infefted all hu¬ 
man nature *, but from Chrift is nothing derived but holinefs, grace and life ; 
for he himfelf is holy, harmlefs^ and undefiled. (3.) Here is no deformity at all, 
but every part is in its proper place and juft proportion ; there’s a furpaffing 
beauty in all; he is fairer than the children of men ; there is none to be com¬ 
pared to him ; he is white and ruddy , the chief (ft among ten thoufand. (4.) 
Here is a fulnefs of every thing to lupply His body with ; he is full of grace 
mid truth: There is a fulnefs of juftifying and Tanflifying grace in him ; all 
our righteoufnefs, holinefs, grace, llrength, life and nourifhment come from 
Chrift, our head ; it is in him we live and move and have our being \ and he 
has a futficiency of all grace to fupply his members with. 3. Chrift is the 
only head of his church ; there is no other : If the church had more heads 
than one, Ihe would be a monfter. The civil magiftrate is no head of the 
church *, neither is the Pope of Rome ; Chrift only is. As there is but one 
bod)\ though confifting of various members; and one fpirit , which a&uates 
them all; and one faith , by which they hold to the head ; and one baptifm , 
in which they make a profeftion of him •, and one God and Father of us all , 
who by adopting grace has made and owned them for his children •, fo there is 
but one Lord and head unto them, who is over all , God bleffed for ever. 4. 
He is an eve Hailing head. The church never was, nor never will be with¬ 
out'an head ; Ihe has a living one, and one that lives for ever; and this is 
matter of joy and confolation to God’s people. Hence they need not fear a 
fuitable fupply of all grace, life and flrength ; for becaufe he lives as their 
head, they, his members, Jball live alfo . But, 

Secondly , I fliall now conf^der why Chrill, who is the church’s head, is com¬ 
pared to Carmel. And, 1. This was a mountain in the land of Judea , where 
Elijah contended with and flew the prophets of Baaf and which the ST argum 
on this text takes notice of; and for the height of it, Chrift, the church’s head, 
may be compared unto it, whojs higher than the kings of the earth , nay, than 
the angels in heaven ; for he is fet far above all principality and power j nay. 
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he is higher than the heavens themfelves. 2. This was a very fruitful moun¬ 
tain, Whofe top was covered with vines, corn-fields and fruitful trees; fee 
Jfa. xxxv. 2. and Amos i. 2. the wordis fometimes ufed for green ears ofcorn,*as 
in £*0.11.14. and xxiii. 14. and is fometimes rendered, by our tranflators* a fruit¬ 
ful field, as inT/i.xXxii. 15. And this may be expreflive of Chrift, the church’s 
head, who is her green fir tree y from whom all her fruit is found. 3. The 
word is by fome b rendered crimfon , and the rather, it may feem to be fo taken 
here, becaufe purple is made ufe of in the next defcription, and which go to¬ 
gether, and are thus rendered, in 2 Chron . ii. 7. and iii. 14. And-this may 
ferve to fet forth, (1.) The royal dignity and majefty of Chrift ; this being a 
colour ufually worn by the kings and great men of the earth. One of Chrift’s 
titles, is, the prince of the kings of the eartb y Rev. i. 5. (2.) His ardent love 

to his church; whofe flaming affe&ion to her may be very well reprefented by 
this colour. Or, (3.) His paffion and bloody fufferings for his church ana 
people ; by which their Jins y though like fcarlet y become as fnow y and 
though red like crimfon , are as wool: So that here is a crimfon Saviour for 
crimfon Tinners. Thus may Chrift, the church’s head, be compared to Carmel . 

Though fome think that not the head, but fome covering of the head is 
intended here. R. Solomon far chi thinks, that the Tepbillin or Phyladleries, 
which the Jews wore about their heads, are here meant; but this is not pro¬ 
bable ; rather, with others % the allufion is to the nuptial crown or garland, 
made of flowers, which was wore by the bride on the marriage-day i 
And this may denote the graces of the Bleflfed Spirit, which are an ornament of 
grace to the head y and chains about the neck y which may very well be thought 
to refemble the fruitful top of mount Carmel: And as one d well obferves, by 
this covering of the head, more particularly may be meant, the grace of 
hope, which is the believer’s head-piece, 1 ‘Thejf. v. 8. As Chrift, who is our 
head, is called our hope ; fo our hope, which is our head-piece, by a figure 
which is not unufual, may be called our head ; it is fupported and fuftained by 
faith, which is our neck ; and has its life and livelinefs from the death, fuffer¬ 
ings, and refurredtion of Chrift, and therefore may be compared to crimfon. 

II. The hair of her head is faid to be like purple: By which may be meant, 
either the thoughts of her heart, which are many and numerous, and which 
proceed from thence, as the hair does from the head; and when thefe are 
fixed upon and are employed in the contemplation of a crucified Chrift, then 
may they be faid to be lik t purple ; and then are they took notice of by Chrift, 
and are exceeding delightful to him: Though I rather think that believers are 
here meant, as I have obferved, on Chap . iv. 1. and v. 11. who grow on 
Chrift the head, and receive their ftrength and nourifhment from him ; and 
thefe may be faid to be like purple y 1. Becaufe of that royal and princely dig¬ 
nity, they are advanced to by Chrift, who has made them kings andpriefis to 
God and his father ; for this is a colour chat is ufually worn by great perfons, 
fuch as all believers are. 2. Becaufe of their being walhed in Chrift’s purple 
blood, for fo are both their perfons and their garments ; they are tindtured 
with it, and are of this dye. 3, Becaufe of the fufferings which they under- 

go 

b So R. Aben Ezra in loc. and R. David Kimchi in lib. Shoralh, in voc& Vona. * sai- 
aos and Bp. Patrick in loc. * Durham in loc. 
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go for the fake of (Thrift and his gofpel ; and efpeciallynfwdt dear and pre¬ 
cious fervants of Chrift may be faid to be as purple , who have fpilleditheir 
blood, and laid down their lives on his account. 1 

Though feme e think, that not the hair* but either the hair-lace, or the 
pins, or feme fuch fmall things, by which the hair is tied and drafted up in a 
beautiful order, are intended ; and indeed the word is never ufed elfewhere for 
hair, and it properly fignifies fomething/wa//, thin and tender \ and this may 
teach us what notice Chrift takes of the meaneft grace and performance of be¬ 
lievers ; every little thing that is in, or is done by a believer, looks very beau¬ 
tiful in Chrift’s eye; fo far is he from defpifmg the day of fmall things. 


Ver. 5. Latter part.* ■ - The king is held in the galleries . 

Ver. 6. How fair and how pie afant art thou , O love , for delights . 


C HRIST having given a defcription of the church’s beauty, in ten par¬ 
ticular inftances of it, does here, 


I. In the latter part of the fifth verfe , difcover his great love and affeftion 
to her, though in a very abrupt manner; the king is held in the galleries* 

II. Gives ageneral and comprehenfive fummary of her whole beauty in ver. 6 . 
thus ; How fair , and how pleafant^ art thou , Olove^for delights. And, 

I. I fliall confider this abrupt exprefiion, The king is held in the galleries ; 
which feems to have no dependance upon or connexion with, either the pre¬ 
ceding or fubfequent words, but only with the affections of Chrift’s heart; 
who being as it were, furprized and aftonifhed at, captivated and ravifhed 
with the church’s beauty, breaks out in thefe words, even before he had well 
finilhed the account he was giving. And it may be here enquired, 1/?, Who 
is meant by the king. 2dly y W hat thofe galleries are, in which he is faid to be 
held. And 3^, What by being held in them. 

1By the king , we are to underftand the Mejfiah y the Lord Jefus Chrift ; 
who is the governor of the whole univerfe, has a fovereign dominion over all 
creatures, is the prince of the kings of the earthy who fets up and pulls down 
at pleafure, and exercifes an uncontroulable power over all created beings; and 
who is in an efpecial manner the king of faint j, who are committed to him as 
mediator by his father, to rule and govern ; whom he has purchafed by his 
own blood, and conquered by the mighty power of his grace ; in whofe hearts 
he reigns by putting his fpirit, implanting his grace, and writing his laws 
there; whom he continually protefts, fubdues their enemies, and fupplies with 
all things necefiary; this kingdom of his is not of this world ; it is not Supported 
by worldly power, nor carried on with worldly incereft ; nor does it appear in 
worldly pomp and fplendor, but is of an invifible and fpiritual nature; it is 
managed according to the drifted rules ot jtiftice and equity, and is upon 
fuch a foundation as will laft for ever. 

2J/v, By the galleries> in which this great king is held, we are to underftand 
the ordinances of the gofpel. The fame word which is here rendered galleries, 
in Chap. i. 17. is tranflated rafters ; which are of much ufe for the ftrength 
and fuppoxt of buildings, as the ordinances are for the ftrengthening of weak 

hands. 


* Durham Sc Bp. Patrick in lac. 
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hands,* and confirming of feeble knees. The word is alfo,, by ,fome, here 
rendered f f* canals, as it is gutters, in Gen . xxx. 38, 41. and troughs to water 
cattle in, Exod. ii. 16. which alfo is applicable to the ordinances pf the gpfpd, 
through which, as through fo many canals, conduit-pipes or gutters, is .con¬ 
veyed to fouls, the grace of the fpirit, which is in fcripture . frequently com¬ 
pared to waters But if we render the word galleries y -as _ does R. David 
Kimcbi b, and. after him Junius and Tretnellius ; it will well fiut with the ordi¬ 
nances, which are thofe galleries where Chrift and believers walk and converfe 
together ; where he difcovers the fecrets of his love, and leads-, them into a 
farther acquaintance with his covenant-grace; from whence tfiejr have (de¬ 
lightful views of his precious perfon, who having been fome time abfent from 
them, they now from hence behold him coming towards them, leap\ng^upon 
the mountains , and Jkipping upon the bills ; here they are oftentimes indulged 
-with Pifgab-viev/s, and not only fee the king in his beauty^ but alfo ^£0/^ the 
tgood land which is very far off. But, ; 

3 dly 9 I lhall next confider what is meant by this great perfon’s being held 
there. The word fignifies a being bounds as a prifoner with chains and fetters* 
R, Aben Ezra and Aljhech acknowledge that the Mejfiah is ; here intended, and 
tell us, that it was the opinion of their ancient Rabbins, that he was bote the 
.day that Jerufalem was deftroyed: And if you afk the modern Jews why 
then they are 1b unbelieving concerning him ; they will tell you, that though 
he was then born, he is not yet revealed ; and if you afk where he now is, fome 
of them will tell you that he is in paraaife, where he lies tied and bound with 
the locks of women’s hair, which are like to the frizles and curlings of tra¬ 
cer in canals; to lupport which whim of theirs, they torture this text 'of 
ours, ^nd read it thus; h the hair of thine head is like purple , with which the 
king is tied or bound in the walks or canals , i. e. in paradife : But though the 
king Mejfiah is here reprefented as one bound as a prifonCr, yet notin this 
ridiculous fenfe; but his being held or bound in the galleries or ordinances of 
his houfe, (hews, 1 . How much his heart was ravifhed and captivated with 
the beauty of his church ; it {truck him with fo much wonder, and filled him 
with fo much pleafure, that he was like one bound in chains, and could not 
.ftir hand nor foot, had no power to move along, nor could he take hU eye 
off of her, but flood and gazed upon her as one furprized and aftonifhed at 
her. Or, 2. It is exprefiiveof Chrift’s fixed habitation in his houfe.and Or¬ 
dinances; for though believers do not always perceive him, yet.he'alwaysjs 
there; he has promifed fo to be, and he is as good as his word ; nay, he takes 
delight and pleafure in being there, and that, as much as any man can, to. be 
in his own houfe, and to walk in the galleries of it ; This is my reft for etitfa 
fays he* PfaL cxxxii. 14. here will I dwells for 1 have defired it. He is, as it 
were tied and fattened to its rafters, and bound in its galleries. _ Or, 3.' It mky 
be meant of any earthly king or prince whatever, and then the fenfe is as jfo- 
nius gives it: There is no king fo great and glorious, if he fliould behold thy 
beauty and glory, but would Hand amazed at it, and would be held with a perpe¬ 
tual defireof feeing it, efteeming it far above.fiis own or the glory of the whole 

Mm m 2 world*; 

* So Ar.Montanus, Brightman, and Cocceius, Mercer. Tig. Verf. & Vulg. Lat. and To the JevVs 
. underftand it in Sbirbajbirim Rabba in loc. and in Vajtkra Rabba f parafh. 31. So rheTargum 
& Aben Ezra in loc. * In lib, Shoralb, rad, {OPH* ^ Vid, Buxtorf Synag. Jud. c. 5 q. 
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world \ and indeed the earthly glory and grandeur of thcfgnfeteft prince and 
monarch in the univerfe, is far inferior to that of Chrift's churchy'if Solomon in 
all his glory was not array’d like one of the lilies of the field* * much lefs is 
any king or prince to be compared with Chrift’s lily, the church» but though 
this fenfe ferves much to fet off the church’s glory and beauty ; yet I rather 
choofe the other, which beft expreffes the affedtion of Chrift, and the aftonifh- 
ing beauty of his church. 

II. In ver . 6 . Chrift gives a general and comprehenfive fummary of his 
church’s beauty, and at the fame time expreffes the’ftrongeft affedion for 
her, faying. How fair % and bow pleafant art tbou y O love,for delights. Whert 
may be obferved, 

i Jly The title he gives her, O love j The church is Chrift’s love, both ob- 
jedtively and fubjedively ; (he is the objed of his love, whom he loved from 
all eternity, loves in time without any change or variation, and will love to 
all eternity without the leaft interruption. She is alfo one who dearly love* 
Chrift, in whofe heart that grace dwells and reignfc* which fhe difeovers by 
her regard to his perfon, value for his ordinances, and refpeft to his com¬ 
mands : Of this title, fee more on Chap . i. 9. though indeed a different word 
is here made ufe of, and that more full and expreffive both of Chrift’s love 
to her, and hers to Chrift, than is there. She is called love in the abftrad, 
as being all over love, love itfelf, nothing elfe but love, and altogether lovely 
in his efteem. 

2dly> The commendations that are given of her, are, 1. That lhe is fair\. 
and fo lhe is, not in herfelf, but in Chrift ; not in her own nature and righteouf- 
Aefs, which are unclean, but in his perfon and righteoufnefs, which are with¬ 
out fpot and blemifh •, not as fhe is now confidered in this imperfect flate,. 
but as fhe fhall be hereafter when fhe lhall be prefented a glorious chunk with¬ 
out fpot or wrinkle , or any fuch thing. Though now, in Chrift’s eye fhe is 
all fair, and there’s no fpot in her * but this commendation we have fre¬ 
quently met with. 2. She is alfo faid to be pleafant 5 which epithet is by her 
given to Chrift, in Chap. i. 16. which he here returns to her, it being ufual 
in this fong for thofe two excellent lovers fo to do. The church now was 
pleafant to Chrift, and that for delights , he having loved her, not only with: 
a love of benevolence, but with a love of complacency and delight, and that 
before the foundation of the world, as appears from Prov. viii. 9*.. The: 
church, I fay, is pleafant to him, as fhe is his fpoufe and bride, -forfo fhe 
is as the loving hind , and pleafant roe unto him * and as 3 he is 'his portion 
wid Inheritance, of which he fays, the lines are fallen to me. in pleafant places ^. 
and alfo as fhe is his friend and intimate acquaintance,. is pleafant to him* as 
Jonathan was to David. Moreover,, fhe is fo, as lhe is clothed with his righ¬ 
teoufnefs, and adorned with the graces of his fpirit * her countenance is 
comely, her voice, both in prayer and praife is fweet, her faith and love are 
ravifhing, and her company delightful; in fhort, he takes abundance of fatif- 
faction and pleafure in her. And therefore, 

3 dly t Expreffes it after the manner he does. How fair , and how fkafant 
art thou! i. e. thou art incomparably and inexpreflibly fo-, none can tell how 
fair thou art in my eye, and how pleafant and delightful thou art unto me ; 

2 ’ti* 
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*tis beyond all human thought and expreflion: What afroniffiiftg' love and 
grace«now appears in all this, that one fo great and glorious as this royal per- 
fon is, fliould be fo much in love with, and take fo much delight and plea- 
fure in fuch poor, vije and finful creatures as we are! 

Ver. 7. This thy feature is like to a palm-tree, and thy breafes to 
clujlers of Grapes. 

C fIRIST having gone through the ten particular inftances of hia 
church’s beauty, in the Jive firft verfes of this chapter , and given a com- 
prehenfive fummary of the whole, in ver . 6. one would have thought he had 
done; but as not fatisfied with the commendations he had given, arid as not 
knowing when nor how to give over, the fubjedt being fo delightful to hint, 
begins anew in thefe words $ where he, 

I. in general commends her feature , by comparing it to a palm tree. 

II. Her breafes^ in particular, which are likened to clufeers of grapes. 

I. He compares her feature to a palm tree . Her feature is what arifes from 
and is made up of the abovefaid parts, which he had commended, as is ma- 
nifeft from the relative this ; which being all fet in their proper place, and 
in a juft proportion, as the members of the church are by God, .fee i Cor . 

xii. 1 2* -18. look very beautiful and comely: The word properly fig- 

nifies, the height, tallnefs and ftreightnefs of them ; to be of a tall ftature, 
’fcas accounted very honourable, and an indication of majefty - 9 fuch an one 
was fit to be chofen a king, as Saul was, who was higher than any of the peo- 
ple 7 frori his Jhoulders and upwards , and when Samuel came to anoint one of 
the ions of JeJ[e 9 as king in his ftead, the firft born, Eliab, was prefented 
to him, who when he law his comely countenance, and the height of his 
ftature, judged him to be the Lord’s anointed ; but the Lord bid him not 
look on thefe things, nor judge according to them, as man does •, for he was 
not the perfon he had his eye upon. Now the church being here reprefented 
as tall ot ftature, may be exprefiive of her royal majefty and greatnefs •, and 
fo the Septuagint render the words, a ibis thy greatnefs is like to the palm tree. 
Moreover, tallnefs of ftature was ever accounted no fmall addition to beauty, 
and therefore women have in former as well as latter ages, wore ornaments 
upon the very top of their heads, as well as high Ihoes to make them ap¬ 
pear the taller; and perhaps this was the reafon why the JewiJh womeij 
walked with feretch 9 d forth necks , as is obferved in Ifa. iii. 16. fo that this may 
be took noticfc of by Chrfft, as a commendation of the church’s beautyi 
Befides, to be of ] a tall ftature, is in many cafes ufeful, and fuch in many 
inftances hkve th£ advantage of others ; Zacheus 9 becaufe he was low of fea¬ 
ture, was obliged to climb a fycomore tree, or he had loft the fight of 
which he was fo defifous of gratifying his Curiofity in. But to proceed ; by 
the church’s feature is meant no other than that meafure of the feature of the 
fulnefs of Chrife 9 mentioned in Epb. iv. i. which the church, and all true be¬ 
lievers are growing up to, and fhall arrive at; for which reafon, the means 

of 

* Tto^P Heb\ piy&QS Sfpf, Statura tua, Vulg. Lat. 
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of grace, the miniftry of the word, and the ordinances of tbfe gofpel are in- 
flituted and continued ; and then will the church have arrived to this ftature, 
when all the deft arc gathered in, and every member join’d to the body i 
and thefc all'filled with the feveral gifts and graces of the fpirit deGgned for 
them, and are all grown up to a juft proportion in the body : And in this 
Hate and condition Chrift feems to view his church here, and therefore gives 
her this commendation. Now to this ftature, no addition can be made, but 
by the grace and fpirit of God ; as no man, by taking thought , or projefting 
fomany ways afl d methods, can add one cubit unto his Bodily Jlature ; ft* 
none can by ^ny methods of their own, add<to their fpiritua^fnrfure, nor tU 
the ftature of the church of Chrift : *Ti$ the fpirit of God that convinces and 
converts finners ; he works upon their wills and affeftions, and powerfully 
inclines their hearts to give themfelves firft to the Lord, and then to the 
churches; and when they are planted there, ’tis he, that by the effufions and 
influences of his grace, makes them grow up as willows by the water courfes . 

Now this ftature of the church, is by Chrift compared to a palm tree \ a tree 
well known in Judea , where great plenty of them gWw ‘ and as Pliny b fays, 
the nobleft and beft of this fort of trees, arjd efpccially. about Jericho ; which 
is frequently in feripture cafled the city of palm trees , as is fcngedi fometimes 
called Hdzazon Tamar , from the palm trees which grew there : And fome c 
have obferved, that this tree, in future times, became an emblem of that 
country and therefore the coin of feveral of the Roman princes had the figure 
of a palm tree upon them, and particularly Vefpaftan' s ; and the medal of the 
emperor Titus was ftruck with the figure of a captive woman, fitting under 
a palm tree, with this infeription on it, Judcea capta , Judaa is taken: The 
metaphor is taken, as are ufually all the metaphors, fimilies and com- 
parifons in this book, from what was well known in this country. And it is 
no unufual thing in feripture, for faints to be compared to palm trees; in 
Pfal. xcii. 12. ’tis faid, the righteous Jhall flourifh like the palm tree *, and in 
Solomon's temple, which 'was a figure of the church of Chrift, were palm 
trees carved upon all the walls of the houfe round about, and upon the doors 
of the oracle, to teach us that none but faints ought to have a place in God’s 
houfe below, or fliall be admitted into heaven above, fignified by the ora¬ 
cle, or holy of holies; alfo in Ezekiel' s temple, which was Ihewn him in a 
vifion, were palm trees and cherubim ; between every cherub and cherub, 
was a palm tree ; which temple was either a figure of the gpfpehchurch, or 
pf the church triumphant in glory : And if that is true, as fome * hav^ though^, 
that the places of the fallen angels are filled up with men redeemed by Chrift ; 
that the fame number are redeemed among the one as fell among the other ; 
this defeription would give a beautiful illuftration of it; For as a cherub and a 
palm tree, a cherub and a palm tree, were placed in this order throughout the 
houfe ; fo an angel and a laint, an angel and a faint, an equal number of each, 
according to this notion, will be in the heavenly glory. But to confider a little 
particularly why the church and all true believers may be compared to palm 
trees; and they may, for thefe following reafons. i. The palm tree grows 

up 
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up very, Mil % ftfeight and upright ^ and therefore the idols of the gentiles 


are unto it, in Jer. x. 5. Tjbqf are upright as the palth, tree ; and 

faints may be faid to be fo in a fpiritual fenfe, and that if we confider 
them either in the exerciie of their faith, dr in the motions of their affefti- 
ons, or in the tendency of their defires, or agreeablenefs of their converfati- 
ons i their faith looks (freight upwards to a Chrift above, and fixes its eye 
upon his perfon, blood and righteoufnefs, and does not look downwards to 
its frames, duties, fervices or performances; their affections move heaven¬ 
wards, and are fet on things above, and not on things on earth, and there¬ 
fore are compared to pillars of fmoak y which move (freight upwards, and 
Which rife up in the form of palm trees, as has been obferved on Chap. iii. 6 . 
-their defires alfo (leer the fame courfe, and move after Chrift ; they want to 
Jiave a larger knowledge of him, more communion with him, and a nearer 
conformity to him; they are breathing after the heavenly joys, and having 
feen the vanity and emptinefs of this world, and the things of it, defire the 
better country and continuing city, which God is the builder and maker of* 
and long to be unclothed of this mortal body, that they might be clothed 
with their houfe from heaven : Thus, like the palm-tree, their fouls move 
upward, in their faith in, love to, and defires after Chrift, and thofe unfeen 
glories which he is preparing for his people ; and as they are upright in their 
hearts, fo they are in their converfations, which are often in heaven, and 
employed about heavenly things, even whilft they are here on earth, which 
renders them becoming the gofpel of Chrift Jefus. 2. The palm tree will 
grow (freight and upright, even though many f weights are hung upon it* 
Saints have many weights and prefiures upon them \ the apoftle fays, Heb. 
xii. 1. Let us lay afide every weighty which (hews that they have more than 
one; tney have a body of fin and death, which prefles them hard, and 
makes them groan, being burdened with it: As alio a variety of afflictions 
which attend them, as well as a load of reproaches and cenfures thrown upon 
them by the world, which often fall very hard and heavy, befides the many 
perfecutions of various forts, which they endure •, and yer, as the apoftle 
fays, 2 Cor. iv. 8, 9. though they are troubled on every fide , yet not dijlrejfed\ 
they are perplexed , but not in defpair j perfecuted , but not forfaken \ caft dowri % 
but not dejlroyed 5 they are fupported under aH, and (fill grow upright like 
the palm tree ; none of thefe things move them to turn or bend either one way 
or another, or tempt them to defert the caufe they have efpoufed, but con¬ 
tinue in it with an unfflaken mind, and a couragious and magnanimous fpi- 
rit. So R. Sol. Jarchi applies this to the JewiJh church, which (food as up¬ 
right as the palm tree, refufing to be guilty of idolatry, in Nebuchadnezzar’$ 
time, when other nations bowed and fell down before his golden image : Nay, 
faints not only bear up under all thefe weights and preffures, but oftentimes 
grow the more in their faith, love, knowledge and experience under them ; 
as the children of Ifrael^ who the more they were affiiCted, the more they 
grew and multiplied. 3. The palm tree is a fruit bearing tree ; it bears the fruit 
which is called Dates , which is not only of a beautiful afpeCt, but of a de- 
Jightful tafte E , and is fit both for food, and drink. And this, perhaps* 

was 
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vras^the reafon why the' children of Ifraet pitched their bunp at Elim, Numb. 
xxxiii. 9. beCaufe there were not only twelve fountains afimoir there, but 
alfo tbreefc&e mi m palm trees . The faints being implantedafcfid ingrafted 
in Chrift*’JefiiSf and abiding in him, bring torch fruit \ they ^re laden 
with all the Weflings of the everlafting covenant, the graces -of the dpirit, 
and the ptfccious fruits of righteoufnefs; all which fruit they have fromCiirift, 
who" is their green fir tree. 4. Nafuralifts h tell us, that the vital force or 
power *of the palm tree is not in its root, as in ‘other trees, but in itfr top, 
which they call the cerebrum , or brain, and that if its top is lopped 1 off* it 
immediately becomes barren. The faints life is not in themfelvcs, but in 
their head Chrift Jefus ; *tis from him they receive all their grace and ftrength, 
their life and nourifhment, their fruit and fruitfulnefs \ and was it poflible 
that any feparation could be made between them and their head, they would 
not only become barren and unfruitful, but entirely dead and liftlefs. 5, The 
palm tree is always green, and never k rots, or ever cafts it leaf* Thi faints 
are frequently compared to trees in feripture, and that to fuch whofe leaves 
do not wither, as in PfaL i. 3. Jer. xvii. 8. when hypocrites and carnal prd- 
feffors are called 1 trees that are withered in autumn ; at which 

time, not only the fruit is gone, but the leaves fall ; but faints being in¬ 
grafted in Chrift, and planted by the rivers of divine love and grace, con¬ 
tinually retain their verdure, (hall never perifh, but perfevere forever. 6. The 
palm tree is very long lived m , and continues fiourifhing a long time : Hence 
the fiourifhing of the righteous is compared unto it, in PfaL xcii. 12. in op- 
pofition to that of the wicked, in ver. 7. which is faid to be as the flourilh- 
ing of grafs, which is foon over, and continues but a fhort time, but the 
palm tree abides fo for n many years ; and this may be expreflive of the per- 
l'everance of the faints, whofe grace is immortal and incorruptible, whofe 
perfons fhall never perifli, or ever be fubjeft to the fecond death, but (hall 
live for evermore. 7. The palm tree grows and flourifhes beft in 0 hot and 
funny places, they will not grow in cold countries,- and therefore we have 
them not here: So faints, being planted in the houfe of the Lord , where in 
the ordinances, they fitting under the warm and quickening beams of the fun of 
righteoufnefs , Chrift Jefus, fiourifh in the courts of our God ; thefe are the belt 
places for them, viz. the houfe and ordinances of God ; here they delight to 
be, and here they thrive molt, becaufe here the Lord is a fun and a fhield 
unto them. 8. Branches of the palm tree have been ufed as tokens of joy 
and emblems of viftory. The Jews had a feaft of tabernacles, which they 
kept as a time of rejoicing, and among other demonftrations of joy, this 
was one, to carry palm tree branches in their hands, Lev . xxiii. 40. as did 
alfo much people of the Jews, when Chrift rode in triumph to Jerufalem 9 
as an indication of the joy they were filled with at his coming, and to wel¬ 
come him into their city, Jobnx ii. 12, 13. So likewife the faints are de- 
feribed,- who were come out of great tribulations, and had got theviiiorjr 
over all their enemies, as clothed with white robes> and palms or palm tree 

branches 
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{branches f* their hands , Rev. vii, 9. Saints, of all perfons in the wbfld, have 
reafon to rejoice in the views of an atoning facrifice, a juftifying righteouf- 
nefs, and ^peace and pardon by Chrift Jefus, through whom they are made 
more than conquerors over fin, fatan and the world •, and a number of thefe 
with palm tree-branches in their hands will look, like fo many palm trees. But, 
II. The church’s brcajts in particular are commended by Chrift, 1 and com¬ 
pared to clujiers of grapes . This p^rt has been already commended in Chap . 
iv. 5. and is repeated in ver . 3. of this Chapter , but here a different meta¬ 
phor is made ufe of; there they are compared to two young foes that are 
twins, here to clujiers of grapes: .The word grapes is not in the Hebrew text; 
tho* the Targutn fupplies it as our tranflators do : R. Aben' Ezra thinks that 
clufters of the vine are meant, which might be planted by and run up upon 
the palm tree thought I. ihould rather think, that clufters of dates , the fruit 
of the palm tree itfel£are here intended, efpecially feeing this fruit, as Pliny 
^ obferves, grows in clufters. Moreover her breafts are compared to clufters 
cf the vine in the following verfe ; and it does not appear fo probable that 
Chrift Ihould ufe the fame metaphof to commend the fame part in two ver- 
fes together : What we are to underftand by the church’s breafts has been 
ihewn on Chap. iv. 5. but feeing a different metaphor is made ufe of here, 
it may not be improper to obferve the agreement between them. And, 
ift. By her breafts may be meant the minifters of the gofpel. R. Sol. 
Jarchi, would have Daniel , Hananiah , Mifhael and Azariah here underftood, 
who were as breafts to others in captivity : But it is much better to under¬ 
ftand them of gofpel-minifters, who not only direft men where they may 
Lave food, jnvite them to it, and diffwade them from every thing that would 
be' pernicious to them, but alfo feed them themfelves, with the fincere milk 
of the word , and bread of life ; they rightly divide or cut the word of truth, 
and as wife and faithful ftewards give to every one their portion of meat 
in due feafon. Thefe may be compared to clufters , either of grapes or dates , 
1. Becaufe of their number. It is a great mercy to the churches of Chrift, 
when there are plenty of gofpel - minifters ; Chrift advifed his difciples to 
pray for it, becaufe the harvejl was plenteous , and labourers were but few % 
Mat. ix. 37, 38. 2. Becaufe of their unity, likenefe and agreement; for 

though they have gifts and grace differing from each other, one has more 
than another has, yet they have one and the fame commiffion, and preach 
one and the fame Chrift as the only way of falvation, though they may not 
be attended with equal fuccefs. 3. Like clufters of dates, the fruit of the 
palm tree, they are the fruit of the church ; and fuch are the beft minifters, 
who are educated and brought up in churches, and are approved and fent out 
by them. Or elfe, ' - 

2 dly^ By the church’s breafts may be meant, the old and new teftaments ; 
which, like breafts, are full of the milk of the word , than which, no two 
breafts are more like one another ; like the two cherubim upon the mercy - 
feat, they look towards each other: Thefe may be compared to clufters , be-, 
caiiie there are in them clufters of excellent doftrines and precious promifes * 
there are not only here and there a berry, but clufters of them, which being 

preffed 
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preffed and fq ueesto by hearing, reading, meditation Mift.prtryer, yteto both 
delight and nourilhment to men. Or elfe, 'roi^ 

fdly, Jtythem may be meant the ordinances of baptifnV'Wid the Lord f S 
fuppetV which are breafts of confutation to believers ; and whe* they have* 
the prdence of Chrift in them, and the difcovtries of hivS love to them, then 
they arc not dry breafts ; they cannot lay they have no clutter to ettt ; but as 
when there is new wine found in the dufter, and one faith , defray it'uot, ftp 
a bU£ing is in it, Ifa. lxv. 8. So have they much pleufure, fattsfaclion and de¬ 
light therein : And the church’s breafts being thus like clutters full in them* 
it Ives, are alio delightful and beautiful in Chrift*$ eye, and thereiore are thus 
commended by him. 

1 . •••**•* * t 

Ver. 8. 1 faid I will go up to the palm-tree, 1 will take hold of the 
boughs thereof: Now alfo thy breafts fhall be as clujtefs'of tbevine^ 
and thefmell of thy nofe like apples. * {t 

C HRIST having compared the church to n palm-tree, and her breafts tA 
dufters of dates , the fruit thereof, does here,. 

L Make a refolution or promife to go up into it, ( and take hold of the boughs 
thereof. 

II. Mentions feveral effects following upon his putting this refolution into 
practice, or fulfilling this promife, two of which we have an account of 
in thefe words *, as, \ft , That her breafts fhould be filled, and becOine 
like dufters of the vine, idly, <The fmell of her nofe fhould be like apples . • 

I. We have in thefe words Chrift’s refolution or promife ; which confifts of 
two parts ; \ft, He refolves to go up to the palm-tree, idly. When there, to 
to take bold of the boughs thereof . 

ift, He fignifies it as his will, to go up to the palm-tree. Some ’popifli writers 
have fancied that the crofs of Chrift, or at leaft, fome part of it, was made of 
the wood of the palm-tree, to fupporc which, they have no fufficient proof 
Or evidence; though it is not very unlikely, feeing there was fuch plenty of 
thofe fort of trees in Judea, as has been obferved on the former verfe; and 
therefore, fome b have thought that by ChrilTs going up to the palm-tree, ia 
meant his crucifixion, which he expreffes by being lifted up, in John xii. 3I.. 
Moreover, his going up to it may fignify his voluntary fubmiffion unto deaths 
even the death of the crofs : Befides, the palm-tree being an emblem of vic¬ 
tory, may reprefent the conqueft which Chrift has obtained over all his and 
our enemies; he has deftroyed fin, overcome the world, abolifhed deaths 
fpoiled principalities and powers, and made afhewof them openly, triumphr 
ing over them on the crofs. 

Though others c have thought, that by Chrift’s going up to the palm-tree,, 
are meant his afeenfion into heaven, his conjunction with his church ther^, and 
that unfpeakable pleafure which he will take in her for evermore : I&> true* 
Chrift not only afeended to his God and our God, to his father our far 
ther, but alfo went up to the church triumphant, which may Very fitly be 

compared 
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compared to a palm-tree; the faints there appearing with white rebet and palms y 
palm^msbrtmchesy in their hands y as a token of-that joy they are pdfefled of, 
and of that viftory over all their enemies, which they are fharers in j through 
Chrift Jefus; and it was the delightful company of thefe perfons, which Graft 
had in view in becoming a furety for them, affirming their nature, and dying 
in their room and-ftead ; it was this joy that was jet before him , which caufed 
him fo patiently to endure the croft, defpijing the Jhame which attended it: 
Though I am rather inclined to think, that by the palm-tree here* we are to 
underftand the church militant, as in the foregoing verfe ; and Chriltf s going 
up into is expreffive, 1. Of his right unto, and propriety in his churoh : She 
is his by the gift of the Father, and by the purchafe of his own blood, as 
well as by the conqueft of his powerful and efficacious grace ; on which ac¬ 
count he claims an interefl: in her* and fay s, I have redeemed thee , I have called 
-thee by thy name y thou art mine 5 and ffie is very free to own and acknowledge 
this rightful claim unto her, as it is her honour, interefl: and duty fo to do. 
This palm-tree is of his own planting ♦, he waters it every moment; be,keeps 
it night and day •, he prunes it and makes it fruitful, and therefore has a right 
to go up into it when he pleafes. 2. Of his prefence with her. So Chrift is 
fa id to be among the myrtle-trees , in Zech . i. 8. as he is here faid to go up into 
the palm-tree : and this is the grand reafon why the church is at^any time in 
a flourifhing condition, and, like the palm-tree, grows, though never fuch 
weights and preffures are. upon it, becaufe Chrift is in the midftof her, and 
grants his gracious and lupporting prefence to her. 3. Of his delight in her : 
He loves to be in her prefence and company, as men do to go up into their trees, 
and handle the boughs thereof. His faints are the excellent in the earth y in 
whom his flight was, before the world began, and now is and ever will be ; 
the mutual delight which appears in the bride and bridegroom, falls fhort of 
expreffing that which Chrift takes in his church ; he rejoices over her with joy 5 
herejlsin his /^towards her, and joys over her with fwging, Zeph. iii. 17. > 
Now from Chrift’s going up into his palm-tree, the church, we are not to 
imagine that the church is higher than Chrift, for he is far fuperior to her ; 
and it is an inftance of his grace and condefcenfion, that he will take notice 
of. her, and grant his prefence to her ; he is her head and hufband, her Lord 
and king, and therefore fhe is inferior, and ought to be in fubjedtion to him \ 
and though he was in our nature,, and that by reafon of fuffering in it, made 
a little lower than the angels ; yet he is vaftly higher than they, yea, higher 
than the heavens themfelves. But this expreffion here, isfuited, and is very • 
agreeable to. the metaphor here made ufe of. The palm-tree is a very tall tree, 
and its boughs and branches do not grow out of the fides, as in many other 
trees, but only on the top of it ; fo that whofoever would lay hold upon 
them, and gather the fruit, muft go up into it. Moreover, the trunk and 
body of it is made with rings in the bark of it, like fteps ; fo that it may be 
very eafily climbdd, which is dQne by the Eaftern people, with an incredible 
fwiftnefs d . ' v . , . . , \ 

2 dly y Chrift’s going up into the palm-tree ,\ is in order to take hold . on the \ 
boughs of it •, his end in doing thislmay be; twofold, 1. To gathe^ the fruit 
Of it, which he has an undoubted fight unto, they are his j whether we under- 
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ftand by tltfcn the bfelBngs of grace, which believers fcreipoffcft mlthe 
graces of the fpirit«.which are implanted in them, or ttatgjfed works which 
t/icy are enabled to perform, thefe all come from him ; hefsth^gm# fir-tree* 
from whom all the believer’s fruit is found ; therefore he may -lay hold on- 
the bought and gather the fruit when he pleales •, in doing which, he takes 
much delight and pleafure, and is kindly invited by his church! thtlreunto y 
fee Chop. iv. 16. 2. His other end in laying hold on the boughs, may be to* 

prune them, chat^they may bring forth more fruit; this he does fontetimes 
by his word, and the preaching of it, by which fin is corredted, error refuted* 
and /harp reproofs and admonitions given on the account of both \ for as the 
word is as an ax to cut down fturdy and obftinate Tinners, lb it is as a pruning- 
knife in Chrift’s hand, to remove all fuperfiuity of naugbtinefs , which hinders 
the growth of his trees and plants. Sometimes alio Chrift prunes his churches, 
by the ordinance of excommunication, by which he lops off unfruitful branches, 
Tuch who are unfit for communion in his churches » which awful fenttnee is 
executed fometimes more mildly, and fometimes more feverely, according to 
the nature of'the offence \ fometimes it is exprefled in feripture by a with- 
it awing from dtforderly perfons ; at other times by a rejecting of hereticks ; 
as alfo by putting away fuch who are notorioufly. vile and wicked. Again, 
thrift prunes his people likewife by afflidlive providences; by which their 
iniquity is purged , their graces are tried and exercifed, and they made under 
thole fharp trials, to yield the peaceable fruits of right eoufnejs. Moreover, 
Chrift fometimes effects this work by fuffering perfection to befal his 
churches♦, this fun fcorches up thofe plants, which are not of Chrift’s plant¬ 
ing, and are not rooted in his perfon and grace ; this is the fan which thrift 
fometimes takes in his hand, and thoroughly purges his floor , the church, of 
hypocrites, and formal profeffors •, this is his pruning*knife, with which he 
lops off thofe fruitlefs and withered branches. This is an awful way of pru¬ 
ning the boughs of his palm-tree. 

It may be obferved, that thefe words are delivered in the form of a par-, 
pofe or promife, I/aid* 1 will go up* &c. Chrift thinks, and then, refolves* 
before he acts ; he does all things deliberately, and according to the eounftl 
of his own will, and always for his own glory and his churck/sgood. More¬ 
over, this being a promife of Chrift’s, the performance of it may be expected 
by his people ; for he is faithful who hath prpmtfed . It may alfo be pleaded 
by them; Has he promifed to go up into his palm-tree, or grant his prefence 
in his church ? he will be as good as his word ; his people may expedt his 
prefence there, and they are allowed to put him in mind of.fuch a promife* 
which they need not doubt the fulfilment of. But, 

JI. Let us now confider the effedts of Cbrift’s going up into his palm-tree * 
and we find two of them mentioned in this verle, and a third in the follow¬ 
ing one; . 

ljl .. The church’s breafts become like clufiers of the vine \ which words 
may be confidered, either as a wilh, and be read thu9 % and now let thy brtafts 

- jj 'be 
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be, as thtftfyfters of the vine; Or elfe,a$a promife that they fhouldbefo, 
which accordingly was effected by his granting hi& prefence to her, which filled 
her breafts, and made them like clufters of the vine: By Which maty be 
meant, either, i. The minifters of the gofpel; who not only direct ihen 
where the wine and milk of gofpel-grace may be had, and invite them to it, 
but do alfo themfelves feed them with the Jincere milk of the word \ with which 
they are filled by Chrift’s granting his prefence to them in their ftudies knd 
meditations, and are brought forth by him at proper opportunities, laden 
with the fulnefs of the bleffing of the gofpel of Chrift *, lb that thefe breafts 16 ok 
like clufters of the vine. Or, 2. By them maybe meant, the ordinances, 
which are breafts of confolation to God’s people, when they have the pretence 
of Chrift in them, otherwife they are but dry breafts ; it is that which fills 
them with milk for nourilhment, and with. wine for refrefhment. OrJ 3. 
The two teftaments, with thofe clufters of excellent do6trines and precious 
promifes that are in them ; which when men have the prefence of Chrift, 
either in the hearing or reading of them, yield them much cJelight and com¬ 
fort, though at other times they are but as a dead letter. Though, 4. This 
may m general intend that influence, which Chrift’s prefence has on the frUit- 
fulnefsof his people * it is this which makes them fat and flourifhing, brifle 
and lively in the exercife of grace, fruitful in every good word and work \ fo 
that they grow and thrive in every grace, and are not barren and unfruitful 
in the knowledge of Chrift Jefus. 

2 dl)\ Another effedt of Chrift’s going up into his palm-tree, or of his pre- 
fence in his church, is, that the fmell of her nofe thereby becomes like that of 
apples ; by which may be meant, either, i.The refrefhing doftrines of the 
gofpel from Chrift’s minifters, who are the church’s nofe, and are capable of 
diftinguifhtog truth from error: Thefe dodtrines which they preach, when fit¬ 
ly fpoken, leafonably applied, and attended with the power and prefence of 
Chrift to poor fouls, are like apples of gold in pictures of ftlver \ nay, not only 
like apples for fight, being beautiful to look upon, but alfo for fmell ; for 
thefe diftufe a fweet favour of the knowledge of Chrift in the fouls of his 
people. Or elfe, ? . The fame and report of the church’s faith, piety and 
courage, which was fpread far and near: Her faith, for its ftrength and puri¬ 
ty, is compared h ver, 4. to a tower of ivory ; and her courage and magna¬ 
nimity in defending this faith, againft all oppofition^ is expreffed by her nofe , 
being as the tower of Lebanon, which looketh towards Damafcus. Nowthe 
. fmell, fame, or report of all this, like the fmell of apples, was diffufed abroad, 
and gained her credit and reputation, even from others; fhe having, liketRofe 
heroes, in Heb< xi. obtained a good report through faith , Or, 3. It may be 
exprefiive both of her outward converfation and inward conftitution, which 
were both-found and healthful; fhe had in toward principle of grace, from 
whence proceeded a favoury converfation without; the hidden man of her 
heart , was that which is not corruptible , which fent forth not a naufeous but a 
grateful odour ; no rotten or corrupt communication proceeds from hehce, 
but what is not only edifying to others, but grateful to Chrift; and nothing 
has a greater influence than the prefence of Chrift, to make her inward 
conftitution and outward convcxfation fo. ^Though, 4. This may intend the 
8 favourinefs 
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favourinefs of tbofe things which fhe fmelt, whicli were as 'grateful to h*r a* 
the fmell of apple*:'Thus fpiritual and heavenly things, ^‘tSlvlne truth's 
and excellent doctrines of the gofpel, are exceeding favoury to betters, efpe- 
ciallv when they have the prefence of Chrift, the difeoveries efhis love, 
and the quldtertlftg influences of his fpirit. The third effeft follow in the 

nextverfe. ' 

< • 

Ver. 9. And the roof of thy mouth like the befl wine, for my beloved,' 
that goeth doism fweetly, caufing the lips of thofe that are ajleep, 
to fpeak. 


T HESE words contain the third effedt of Chrift’s going up into his 
palm-tree, or granting his prefence to his church; in which may be 
confidered, 

I. What is meant by the roof of her month. 

II. Why it is compared to the heft wine. 

IJI. The commendations of this beft wine, to which It is compared; which, 
iji % Is commended from the perfon,; for whofe ufe it is \ for my beloved . 

2 dly. From the property of it; it goeth down fweetly . $dly. From its 
effect; caufmg the lips of thofe that are ajleep to fpeak . 

I. It will be proper to enquire what we are to underftand by the roof of the 
church’s mouth . And, 1. By it may be meant her tafte: The fame word is 
fo rendered in Chap . ii. 3. The church’s tafte is good, and not like that of 
unconverted perfons, whofe tafte remains in them, as it is vitiated and corrupt¬ 
ed by fin ; fothat they are not capable of difceming the difference of things, 
and therefore call evil goody and good evil \ put bitter for fweet , aud fweet for 
hitter: But fo is not the church’s tafte, fhe can dtfcern perverfe things ; her 
tafte is like the beft wine, fhe can tell whether it is good or no. Though, 
perhaps, this expreflion is not fo much intended to fignify the goodnefs of 
her fenfe of tailing, as the things which Ihe taftes of, which are the perfon of - 
Chrift, and the words of his mouth ; fhe taftes that the Lord is good in his 
perfon, grace and office, and finds the doftrines Which proceed out of his 
mouth, and the fruit which drops from him, fweeter' to her tafte than the 
honey or the honey comb. 2. R. Aben Ezra thinks that the faltva of fpittle 
under- the tongue is here meant; and what may be intended by that, may be 
learn! from Chap. iv. 11. where it is faid, that honey and milk are under her 
tongue \ i. e. the doftrines of the everlafting gofpel, which fhe lays and keeps 
there, and rolls them as a fweet morfel in her mouth 1 , having tailed the good- 
nefe of them ; herein fhe appears to be exceeding different from carnal and 
unconyerted perfons, under whofe tips the poifon of afps is faid to be, Rom. iii. 

13. 3. Others * think, that by the roof of her mouth, is meant her breath, 

which-proceeds from thence, -which was fweet, and of a good' ffhell, like the 
beft wine ; and not like the breath of carnal perfons, whofe throats ‘aft like 
an open fepulcbrey from whence are daily helched out horrid baths, drrfaSml 
curfes and imprecations upon themfelves and others, with criieltjr aH^ftreat- 
Tiings to the faints and people of God $ but as for the church’s breftf&jrt is of 

* adiffe- 


* Sanftius in loe. 
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nature, no rotten communication proceeds out of her mouth, but 
what may be for the ufe of edifying ; fhe breathes out nothing but peace and 
love atnong her members, and alfo to others: And as for her prayers to God, 
which may be juftly called the breathings of her foul, thefeare as fweet odours y 
being perfumed with the incenfe of ChrilVs mediation. Though, 4. I rafhfcr 
think that by the roof of her mouth is meant her fpeech, or the words of 
her mouth ; for the roof of the mouth is an inftrument of fpeech, as well as 
of tafting j and the fame word is frequently rendered the mouth, as in Chap . 
v. 16. Prov. v. 3. and viii. 7. which may either intend her fpeech in com¬ 
mon converfation, which like the belt wine is warming, comforting and re- 
ffefhing to fouls, as well as grateful to Chrift: How many have been cold, 
dull and lifelefs* when they have firft come into % the converfation of the'faitots* 
and by it have been warmed, quickened and refreftied, fo that they haVe gdrie 
away with joy and comfort, blefling and praifing God for iuch opportunities. 
Or elfe, by it may be meant the fpeech of the church in prayer or praife, 
■which are both delightful and well pleafing to Chrift ; her voice in either is 
fweet unto him, makes delightful mufic in his ears; though the prayers of 
the faints are but like the chatterings of a crane or fwallow, yet they are 
gratefully received by him ; as are alfo their praifes, which are more efteem^ 
ed by him, than the facrifices of an ox or a bullock that has horns and hoofs; 
though I am mod inclined to think, that the gofpel, which proceeds out of 
Chritl’s mouth, and is put into the mouth of his church, which is preached 
in the midft of her, and by her miniftring fervants, is here intended. Which 
brings us to eonfider, 

II. Why this is compared to the heft wine . 1. That is the beft wine which 
is pure and^ree from dregs and mixtures, that which is upon the lees well re¬ 
fined . Such is the gofpel, as preached by the faithful minifters of it, wht> 
are not as fome, which corrupt the word of God ; they do not mix it with their 
own inventions, but deliver out this wine of the gofpel, neat and clean’, 
they have received it. 2. Wine that has age, is alfo accounted the beft: Thus 
faith Chrift, Luke v. 39. No man having arunk old wine$ jlraightway defiretb 
new \ for he faith the old is better . The gofpel is no novel doctrine for tho* 
it is more clearly made known under the New Teftament-difpenfation than it 
Was under the Old, yet it was known then'-, it was wrapt up in the types, fha- 
dows and facrifices of the old law 5 it was preached before unto Abraham , 
tiay, to our firft parents in the garden, and was fpoken of more or lefs, ever 
fince, by the mouth of God’s holy prophets, which have been finee the world’ 
began. 3. The beft wine is that which is of a--good flavour, and delightful 
4 to the tafte, as well as that which is of a good colour : Such is the gofpel* 
it is like milk for nouriftiment, and like wine for pleafentnels, nay, like 
Ezekiel' s roll, as honey for fweetnefs: Yea, the pfalmift fays, PfaL ofix* 
103. that the words 0^ God’s mouth were fweeter than honey to his mouth. 4. 
Wine is of a chearing and reviving nature j it is what makes glad the heart &f 
marty and therefore is proper to be given to thoje that be of heavy hearts , that 
they may drink and forget their, poverty * and remember their mifery no more. 
Of fuch a nature is the gofpel it being received by perfons in diltrd's, like 
the beft wine, it chears and revives their fpirits i it makes them forget their 
2 fpi- 
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fpiritaal poverty, and puts out of their minds their forme^jj^ry and dir 
ftrefs, whilftthey behold what riches of grace are treafured up fo pfyrift, and 
what ample ptpyifions are there made for them ; nay, it not qpty revives 
diftreflefl and drooping fouls, but fuch is the vertue and efficacy of.,jt, that 
it will bring jdcad finners to life •, for it is the favour of life unto life tq many. 
5. The bdt wine is very refrefhing to weary perfons, who have beep fa¬ 
tigued with labour and travel: The gofpel is a word in feafon to him that is 
weary , it not only dire&s the weary foul where it may have reft, kindly in r 
vites unto it, but is alfo the inftrument of bringing him into it. 6, Wine is 
reckoned a comforter apd ftrengthener of the ftomach ; therefore the apoftlc 
Paul advifed Timothy y 1 Tim. y. 23. to ufe a little wine for his fiomacb-fake, 
and his often infirmities. The do&rines of the gofpel h^ve a tendency to com¬ 
fort fouls, they are often blefled for that purpofe the minifters of if are cm? 
ploy’d herein on that account; and the fpirit of God does his \york, and 
executes his office as a comforter, by them. Thus, the gofpel, the word* 
which is in, and proceeds out of the church’s mou^h, may be compared to 
the beft wine. 

III. I lhall now confider the commendations given of this beft wine of the 
gofpeL And, 

ifi y It is commended from the perfon, for whofe ufe it is, for my beloved, 
and therefore muft needs be the beft ; it is fuch wine as a man would give to 
his friend whom he dearly loves *, who, when he pays a vifit to him, ft he 
has apy wine in the houfe, he lhall be fure to have it; and if he has any bet? 
ter than the reft, it fhall be at his fervice. But who are we to underftand by 
this beloved, for whofe ufe this wine is? And, 1. We may underftand thefe 
words as the words of Chrift, fpeaking to and of his church and people, whom, 
in Chap . v. 1. he calls his beloved, and his friends \ and thefe he treats as 
fuch, with his beft wine, the gofpel,. which is chiefly defigned for their good, 
comfort, and eftablilhment. 2. If we take thefe words to be the words of 
the daughters of Jerufalem , as fome do, and that not only thefe, but all that 
is fpoken in the preceding verfes j then the beloved is Chrift, whpm they call 
their own, having now arrived to a greater knowledge of him, and acquain- , 
tance with him, than they formerly had *, fee Chap. v. 9. and vi. j. Nor 
need it be wondered at that it fhould be exprefled in the lingular number, my 
beloved, feeing it may well be fuppofed, that but one of them fpoke and de¬ 
livered thefe commendations of the church. Though, 3, I rather take.them 
to be the words of the church, fpeaking to and of Chrift, who hearing fuch 
great things fpoken in the commendations of herfelf, could hold no longer $ 
but as one b exprefles it, fnatches the word out of Chritl’s mouth, breaks in upon 
his difeourfe before he had done, and thrufts in thefe words, referring all thq 
glory to him y it is as if Ihe Ihould fay. Is the roof of my mouth like the 
beft wine ? it is for my beloved, it is of his making and providing, and ip 
which his glory is much concerned, as well as my comfort y for we preach not 
eurfelves but Chrift Jefus the Lord, he is the fubjetft, the fum and fubftapraet 
the gofpel •, it is defigned for the manifeftation of his grace, and th£ eflj 
UVent of his glory \ and its being io, makes it fo comfortable and dtkghffcl to 
fowls. Junius and Pifcator render the word, tnoft lovingly or meft hvtftfy > apd 


1 Jtlcuin in loc. 
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fo underfina it of the manner of this beft wine, going down and being re¬ 
ceived^ pctfons ; but this is ftifficiently expreffed in the next claufe* which 
I fhallnoto'Confider. f 

. 2 dly, This wine of the gofpel is commended from the property of it, which 
is here mentioned, it goeth down fweetly c \ which words may be differently ren¬ 
dered, and as differently undertlood. And, 1. They may be translated thus* 
that walketb or tnovetb aright , as they are in Prov . xxiii. 31. where wine is al- 
fo fpoken of, and denotes its fparkling in the cup, which ffiews it to be a ge¬ 
nerous wine, of a good body, and that it has life and fpirit in it > therefore 
the wife man, in the forementioned place, advifesnotto look upon the wine 
•when it is red , when it giveth bis colour in the cup, when it move lb itfelf aright i 
becaufe when it is fo, it is very enfnaring: But here is no fuch danger in this 
w'irie of the gofpel ; the pleafantnefs of which, both in the eyes of Chrift and 
of his church, may be here intended. 2. The words may be rendered thus* 
which goeth to my beloved fir aightway or direttly \ and fo may denote the di¬ 
rect tendency bf the gofpel to lead fouls to Chrift, and to advance his ho¬ 
nour and glory for the whole of it confifts in this, Chrijl in us the hope of 
glory . Or, 3. Thus, it goeth or leadeth to righteoufneffes ; for it is one princi¬ 
pal part of the gofpel to lead fouls to the righteoulnefs of Chrift, which is 
cleariy revealed therein j that declaiming all pretences to their own righteouf- 
nefs for juftification, they may wholly and alone look unto and depend upon 
that for their acceptance With God, and juftification in his fight. Moreover, 
it alfo teaches them, that denying ungodlinefs and worldly lujls, they Jhould live 
foberly, righteoujly and godly in this prefent world. - Or, 4." They may be thus 
rendered, that* goeth or walketh to upright perfons ; for fo the word is ren¬ 
dered, in Chap. i. 4. and indeed, it is to fuch perfons that the gofpel is of 
real fervice aed advantage; to them that believe, it is the power of God 
unto falvation, it works effectually in their hearts; thefe receive it in the love 
of it, by them it is highly valued and efteemed, and to them it yields much 
folid comfort, pleafure arid fatisfa&ion •, for with fuch, 5. It goeth down fweetly , 
as our tranfiators have rendered the words. This wine of the gofpel is re¬ 
ceived and taken down with all readinefs by all thofe who have once tafted 
the fweetnefs, and felt the power of it; with them the gofpel is no hard fay¬ 
ing, and who can bear it, but like the bell wine that is very delightful. 
With fome perfons, the doitrines of the gofpel, fuch as thofe of an eternal, 
perfonal election, particular redemption, powerful and efficacious grace in 
converfion, final perfeVerance, &c. are very difagreeable, but to believers in 
Chrift, are like wine that goeth down fweetly. 

%dly. This wine is commended from the effeCt -it has upon thofe who drink 
of it •, it caufeth the lips of thofe that are ajleep to fpeak : In which may be 
confidered, ij?, The perfons on whom it has this effett, thofe that are ajleep • 
'idly. The effeCt itfelf, which it has upon them, it caufeth their lips to fpeak . 

1 ft? 

f Heb. 9to^i»jp^c£K3? 'tu ptj Seft . Dignutn dir 

lefto meo ad potandum, VuTg. Lut.’ Vadensad dilettum meum ad reftitudines, Ar. Montarf. 
Vadens ad dileftvm tneam direfte, Mtrter. Movens fc ajr^ntiflime rettiflimeque, Jun. Quod 
meis amoribus reddat idoneum ad ea que reftiflima Amt, fig. Influens dilefto meo molliffime, 
Co£c„ Vadens ad dite&um meum redimme. Bright man. 

Ooo 
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i/, The perfons on whom this wine of the gofpel has thiseffed, and they 
are fuch who are ofieef. The Hebrew d word here ufed, isb^fome rendered 
ancient perfons ; for perfons when they are grown old, ha^e’dot their fehfeS 
fo quick, nor are they fo full of talk, but are more flow of fpe&n than when 
they were in their youthful days ; and therefore this ferves much for the com¬ 
mendation of this wine, that it fhould have fuch an effect upon fuch perfons» 
for chat mull be noble and generous wine that invigorates old men, ihd fills 
them with a juvenile heat, warmth and fprightlinefs. But the word may very 
well, and perhaps, better be rendered as it is, thofe that are afleep ; by which may 
be meant, either, u Sinners, who are in the dead and deep fieep of fin. 
Thefe, (i.) As perfons afleep have not the free exercife of their fenfes; they 
do not fee their loft, miferable and undone ftate by nature, nor their need of 
Chrift and the value of him. Their ears are flopp’d, that they cannot bear fo 
as to underftand the joyful found: They have no tafte nor favour of divine 
things ; and many have arrived to fuch a prodigious pitch of wickednefs, as 
to be pafl feelings having their conferences feared with an hot iron ; nay, in 
this they exceed perfons that are alleep, who though they have not the free 
exercife of their fenfes, whilft afleep, yet are not deftitute of them; but thefe 
have no fpiritual fenfe at all, but are dead in trefpajfes and fins. (2.) Like per¬ 
fons afleep, they are ftrengthlefs, and are not in a capacity to do any thing 
that is fpiritually good of themfelves; they cannot redeem themfelves from 
deftrudion ; they cannot fulfil the righteous law of God, nor fatisfy divine 
juftice; they have not power to begin or carry on a work of grace upon 
their fouls ; they cannot fubdue their corruptions, norwithftand fatan’s temp¬ 
tations, nor perform the duties of religion * thefe things are not effeded by the 
might and power of man. (3.) Like perfons afleep, they are inadive ; their 
jirength is to fit Jlill ; they have neither power nor will to that which is good ; 
there is none that doeth good , no not one ; they have no true knowledge of 
what is good, for tho’ they are wife to do evil, yet to do good they have no know^ 
ledge and if they had knowledge, they have no inclination ; and if they had 
that, yetftill they have no power ; for the Ethiopian may as foon change his 
jkin , or the leopard bis fpots , as they do good that are accujlotned to do evil „ 
(4.) Like-vperfons afleep, they are fubjed to illufiona and miftakes ; they are 
miftaken about the nature of the divine Being 1 whom they either imagine to 
be fuch an one as themfelves, who will either connive at finful adions, or 
take little or no notice of them ; or elfe, prefume upon his abfolute mercy, 
to go on in fin ; and they are as much deceived about the nature of fin itfelf, 
which they now roll as a fweet morfel in their mouths, but will e’er long find 
to be as gravel ftones ; and fo they are likewife with, refped to the ways of 
God and people of Chrift, in the former of which, they fuppofe there’s no 
true pleafure, and in the latter no enjoyment of true felicity ; but in nothing 
are they more miftaken than in themfelves and their ftate ; whic,h they imar 
gine to-be good, when at the fame time they are poor and wretched, 
and miferable and blind, and naked. (5.) Like perfons afleep they are 
infenfible of danger; they are walking in the broad road to deftfudipn, 
and are upon the brink of it, and yet know it not; they are cryingrjreace, 
peace, when fudden deftrudion is at hand. Or elfe, 2. By thole tfat arc 

afleep 

- VIS&’ Labia veterum, Pagnin . Labia donnkntium, Ar, Montan . Jun. Cocc. Tig. 
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^fle^pmeant drowfy profdTors : The wife as well j^s the foojifh virgins 
flept' ) ;Xh^ Ss church may fometimes be in fuch a condition, ;flie was in 
Chap. v. 2. This deep is not a dead deep, as the former; there may be life nqtr 
withftanding this, IJleep , but my heart waketh . This confifts in a non-exer- 
cife of graqe, an indifferency to religious duties, a lukewarmnefs and want 
of zeal for .the glory of Chrift and his gofpel, occafioned by the prevailings 
of fin and corruption. See more on Chap. v. 2. But, 

2 dly\ Let us confider what effedt the wine of the everlafting gofpel has upon 
the abovefaid perfons ; when it comes in power, and is received in the love 
of it, it caufes their lips to [peak. In the former of thefe perfons, that is, in 
carnal and Chriftlefs finners, it .produces humble confeflions of fin ; it makes 
thepi fpeak in the praife of Chrift and his grace, whereby falvation is procured 
for fuch k$ and perilhing creatures, as they by nature were ; it brings them 
to the gapes v pf Zion , there to declare to the faints, the great things which 
God has dppp for them ; it makes the tongue of the dumb to fing, who be¬ 
fore had nqt one word, to fay for Chrift, and of his grace ; and thofe who 
were fl^mme^ers at thefe things, it makes them ready to fpeak plainly: As 
for the latter Tort of perfons, i. e. fieepy and drowfy profefibrs, it makes 
them fpeak meanly and modeftly of themfelves, and very highly of Chrift and 
his grace ; for fuch fouls who have drank the largeft draughts of this wine, 
and have the greateft fhare of knowledge in gofpel-truths, are the moft hum¬ 
ble ; they are ready to acknowledge themfelves the leaft of faints, and the 
chief of finners; and none more frequent than they in magnifying Chrift, and 
.exalting the riches of his grace. 


Ver. I am my beloved s, and his defire is towards me. 

C HRIST having fpoken largely in the commendation of his church’s 
beauty, vouchfafed his prefence to her, and made her drink of his beft 
wine, which caufes the lips of thofe that are afieep to fpeak ; Ihe, after a 
long filence, breaks forth, as an effedt of it. And, 

I. Claims her intereft in him; I am my beloved's. 

II. Takes notice of his love and affeftion to her; and his defire is towards ms. 

I. She fignifies the fatisfadlion which fhe had in her foul, with refpedl to 
her being Chrift*$; which is an affair of the utmoft concern, about which, 
faints have often a great many doubts and fears, and a fatisfaftion which is 
exceeding defirable to them. The church has exprefied herfelf in the fame 
words, twice before, in this fong; fee Chap . ii. 16. and vi. 3. therefore lefs, 
will be required in the explication of them here. However, feme things ref- 
pefting the prefent frame and difpofition of her, the agreement of thefe words, 
with the context, and what has not been fo carefully obferved in the former 
texts, may be took notice of here. And, 

1 fty Thefe words may be confidered as expreffive of that affu ranee of faith -, 
which the church had of her union to and in Chrift ; it is as if fhe fliould fay, 
After all thefe exprefllons of love unto me, and the fweet enjoyment of his 
prefence, which he has indulged me with, furely I may venture to fay that I 

O o 0 2 am 
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am his ; nay,' I'am furc that I am. Froih hence may btwrttfswred, liiThat 
the grace of affurartfce is attainable in this life; inftanCtt we have^ 

not only in the New Teftament-faints, fuch as ihe apoftle P*HR/*f*ud others 
who knew that Chrift had loved him, and had given bimfdfi far him, was 
well fatisfied both in his ability and fidelity, to keep what he had .admitted to 
him againft another day, and Was perfnaded that there never would beiafepa- 
ration from his love •, but alfo in Old Teftament-faints, as David , who*cou4d 
claim his intereft in an everlafting eovcnant y and was affured of it, even in 
his dying moments, and that in the profpedt of the prefent and future ill ftate 
of his family ; and Job y who knew that his redrmer lived , and that for hiiti; 
even when he was under the moft fevere, affliftive difpenfations of provi¬ 
dence; as alfo Habakkuk y who difcoVered the ftrength of his faith Jh Godi, 
as his falvatioriy even when all outward and temporal enjoyments failed him. 

2. That there may be a continuation of the exercife of this grace; a perfon 
may not only be able to exprefs his fatisfa&ioh as to his intereft in Chrift, 
once, but alfo to repeat it as the church does in chit long : This is the third 
time Ihe expreffes her affurance in this very forito of words, and oftner fliM 
in other language. Nay, this grace is often exercifed by beiieveraafter much 
fieepinefs and drowfinefs, many (lips and falis^ great weaknefs and infirmities; 
as may be obferved in the church’s cafe, frequently in this book. And it is 
likewife worthy of remark, that thofe perfons who have been the greateft 
finners before converfion, and have been fuffered to fall the fouleft after* 
have been bleffed with this grace of affurance, as David y PaUl y Peter y &ct 1 

3. That the excrcife of this grace often follows upon the enjoyment of Cbrift’a 
prefence j the church had been lately indulged with it; Chrift went up into 
his palm-tree, the church, filled her breafts, the ordinances, with his grace 
and prefence, and had made her drink of the wine of his ccnfolation, which 
octafioned thefe expreffions of hers. 4. He!* frequent repetition of theft 
Words, fhews, that much of her comfort depended upon the knowledge' Ih£ 
had of her intereft in Chrift 5 for though affurance is not of the effence of 
faith, there may be true faving faith where there is not the affu rance Of faith,* 
yet to have it, makes much for the comfort of a believer * for if a glimmer¬ 
ing fight of Chrift fills the foul with fo much joy, what muft a ftftl view do? 
if only an hope of intereft gives much fatisfaflion, certainly a full affurance of 
k muft give much more. 5. It may alfo be obferved, tharthri's grace hasmo 
cendriity to promote or enepurage licentiouftiefs : This is the fealing #ork of 
die foirit, who performs it mtbebolyfyiritoffrtonife^ arid tt thfe fame time 
heTeals he leaves a greater imprefs of holtnefs upofi the foul: This does not 
make perfons carelefs, indolent arid inactive as to duty, but rather excites and 
ftirs them %p to be more careful and conftantin it: -of whfch here is an mlfcaflcfc 
in the church in the followingverfts - 9 Come my beloved , let us go forth into the 
field ; let us lodge in tbt villages , &c. 

idly y Thefe words may be confidered as a modeft acknowledgment of tb** 
church**, that all Ihe was and had, wereChrift’s ; I am toy and* it. 

is by his grace 1 am what 1 am ; all that he faid of her in the former 
Ihe does in this- one exprefiion return to him again 5 fhe acknowledges chat 
aH her beauty, which he had fo much commended, was his, and ntot her 

own j 
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own v •hffc'flie was by nature black, and oidy ^comely throng rthat comelt- 
nefs which he had put upon her* that thofe ieivpral graces, ivnthT wfoehfhe 
was adorned, and which he might have a regard unto, in thq feveral partis 
defcribed, were his; he was the objeft, author, owner and preferveii fof 
them; that particularly it was owing to grace and ftrength received from 
him, that her walk, her outward converfation, was in any meafure agreeable, 
and was fo beautiful as he was pleafed to declare, in ver. i.. that all her fruit- 
fulnefs, either in the exercife of grace, or in the performance of good works, 
or in having many fouls born again in the midft of her, which may be intend¬ 
ed, ver. 2. were all from him, and to be referred to his mighty grace and 
divine bleiTing; that her mkvifters and ordinances were of his providing, 
appointing and filling, expreffed by her breads, in ver. 3. That all har 
ftrength, which appeared in the exercife of her faith on him, and in the dif- 
charge of her duty to God, her light and knowledge in divine truths, .the 
favour and relifh which fhe had of them, together with her zeal, courage and 
magnanimity to keep and defend them, fignified by her neck, her eyes and 
nofe, i river. 4. were all communicated to her from him : As alfo that he was 
her only head, both of eminence and influence, and that it was owing to 
that grace, life, ftrength and nouriftiment which he afforded, that her hair, 
true believers, grew fo well, and appeared fo beautiful as they did, vcr. 5. 
Moreover, that fhe was his palm-tree, which he might go up into, and ga¬ 
ther the fruit of, when he pleafed, and that it was his grace which caufed her 
to grow fo ftraight and upright, and made her fo fruitful as fhe was, ver. 7, 
8 , 9. wherefore fhe concludes in this verfe, faying, I am my beloved's\ i. e. 
the glory of all this is to be referred to him, and not to myfelf. 

3 dly> Thefe words may alfo contain in them a voluntary furrender of herfelf 
and all fhe had 4 nto Chrift’s hands. This is what he requires of us ; my fon> 
fays he, Prov. xxiii. 2 6 . give me thine hearts but this we are unwilling to, 
until the day of his power paffes upon us, and then we are made willing to 
give ourfelves unto the Lord,, and all we have, that we may therewith ferve 
and glorify his name : This the church was enabled to do, knowing that fhe 
was not her own, but his, and therefore was defirous to glorify him with 
her body and fpirit^ which were his. 

- 4 thly , They are likewife expreffive of that open profeflion fhe made of 
Chrift before others; fhe was not^alhamed to tell whofe fhe was, and to 
whom fhe belonged. It is our duty to make a publick profeflion of Chrift* 
as well as to believe in his name, Rom . x. 10. for with the heart man believeth 
Unto right eoufnefs. and with the mouth confeffion is made unto falvation : A be¬ 
lieving in Chrift may be fufficient for our everlafting fecurity ; but a profef* 
fton of that is nec-^ffary and requifite to fhew forth a Redeemer’s glory, which 
we ought to be concerned for ; and when we have made a profeflion of Chrift 
we ought to hold it faft, without wavering, and adorn it by a fumble con- 
▼erfation. But, 

II. Theehurch in thefe words takes notice alfo of the love and affeftion of 
Chrift towards her; and-bis defire is towards me. The words may be rendered 
thus, '-betaufe or feeing his deftteis towards, me ; fo Junius reads, them ; and 

■ * ^ # then 

* bleb. kJ iff* 1! i7rir?<xp*i dt/rtfj Sep. Et ad me converfio ejus., Vulg. Lot . 
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then they ma^hexonfidered as<«reafon of the former rexp^^i ^f vhcif l^ich jn 
Chrift, acknowledgment of his grace, and profefilon*>f hiB\i 4 ^cu vfor Ghpitt-s 
love manifeftod to ue> is a .confidcrri)le^ evidence of our interg^vMiim,' and 
in his everia^ing love ; this will make us free and ready to acWiotyUdge that 
.we have nothing Jbuc what we have received from him ; ’tis this, which fills us 
with love to him, conftrains us to obey him, encourages us to nrnkfca pro- 

feffion of him, and to maintain it not withftanding all diicouragements thrown 

in our way, or oppoGtion made’againft us. But letusxonfidera little thein*- 
port of this phrafe,/and what is intended by it: Itfeems to be very much 
like, and perhaps, the allufion is unto thole,words, in Gen . iii. j 6 , and thjy 
defire Jhall be Jo . thy hufband y'but. here the fiufband’s delirpr.is-: towards 
his wife ; fo that what was inflidled.by way of puniflitnent upon the woman, 
being:.inverted, is.a. bleffing. ofic^race unto the church. The phrafe may be 
expreflive, , ;v- ■: •» •*. • ; , 

ift y Of Chrift’s love and.affe&ion to/his church *his delire was towards 
her, i. From everiafting v for having loved her* he defired her of his fa¬ 
ther, for his fpoufe and bride, which was grantedtodiim * for God gave him 
his heart's defire in this thing, and did not withhold the requef of his lips from 
him. . a.;His defire was towards her, in time, that/* he might procure ever- 
lafting fidvation for her; as an.inftance of his love he undertook it, in the fob 
nefs of timeaflfumed her nature , in order, to effect it, was f reightedd in his 
mind, and, as it were, uncafy until it was acccmplijhed> fo great was his de¬ 
fire niter it: Hence heexpreffed himfelf thus to his dilciples at his eating the 
laft paifover, with defire have I defired to eat' this .paffover with you before 1 
fuffer f Luke xxii. 15. The chief reafon was, becaufe the time was at hand, 
the hour was .now come, fo much defired by him, when he Ihould give 
the itrongeft evidence of his love to his church, in -laying down his life for 
her. 3. His defire is towards his people, evert before converfion, though 
dead in trefpaffes and fins , that they may be quickened, called by grace, and 
brought to the knowledge of himfelf 5 and not withftanding all their back- 
Hidings and revoltings from him, ftill his defire is after them to do them 
good ; neither will he turn away from them, but refs in his love towards them. 
4. His defire is continually after his peoples company, grace and beauty ; 
they are the excellent in the earthy in whom is all his delight \ he is well plea* 
fed with that beauty which he himfelf has put.upon them, and his defire is 
after it; Pfal. xlv. 11. fo fall the king greatly defire thy beauty * .he is ravi- 
fted with thofe graces which he has implanted in them ; he is exceeding de¬ 
lighted with their looks and words, and therefore fays, Cant . ii. 14. Let me 
fee thy countenance . let me hear thy voice , for fweet is thy voice , and thy coun* 
tenance is comely \ nay, he has fignified his defire that his church and people 
may be the place of his refidence and habitation, and that fpr ever, Pfal . 
cxxxii. 13, 14. For the Lord bath chofen Zion, he hath defired it for bis habi¬ 
tation . Hence, 5. He will not be fatisfied until he has the whole church with 
him in glory ; this was the joy that was fet before him in his fufferingj, if hat 
he is now making preparation for in heaven, and what he is cpncimially 
pleading for, as being exceedingly defirous of, faying, John xvii. £4. fiather 9 

I 

Cocc. Et ad me erit illius conveHio, Tig. Et ad me eft deftderium qus, Mercer. Ptegnirt. Et Ta¬ 
per me defideriom ejus, Ar Mont an. Quando quidem erga me eft appetitus <3 us, fun. 
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/ w///, tfaf\ lhey alfo ^whom thou haft given vte r may be vnth:rkei:vbhere low, 
that they may behold toy glory. Thus Chrift’s defire is towards-his church. 

2dfy> This phrafe roay»be expreffive of that power which the church-ha* 
over Chrift, fo that ihe can have any thing of him, what (he pleafes ; he is 
fo kind and indulgent an hufband, that he will not deny his fpoufe any thing 
that may be for her good and his glory. The ftrength of faith in prayer is 
very great j an inllance of this we have in Jacoby who had power with God 
and prevailed: And ’tis upon this fcore that God faid to Mofes , let me alone , 
knowing what intereft Mofes had in him, and how prevalent his petitions 
were with him ; fo that fpeaking after the manner of men, he could fcarcely 
deny him any thing *, the effe 5 lual fervent prayer of a righteous man availetb 
much , Jam. v. 16. 

%dly f The import of this expreffion may be, that Chrift was her hufband ; 
I am my beloved's , and his defire is towards me ; i. e. he is my hufband, I am 
his, and he is mine: So the wife is called the defire of the eyes , Ezek. xxiv. 
16, 18. and this was a very great blefiing that Ihe was favoured with, and 
an unfpeakable comfort that fhe could claim her intereft in Chrift under this 
fweet and endearing character, and relation. ’ Or, 

4 thly, It may be expreffive of the whole care and concern of Chrift f for 
her, as her hufband ; who as fuch bears and fympathizes with her under all 
her weaknefles and infirmities; protefts from all dangers and enemies, and 
provides every thing for her, as food and raiment, grace and glory, all 
things necefiary for her, both for time and eternity, whatever may conduce 
to her comfort here, and eternal happinefs hereafter j as a loving hufband he 
has given himfelf for her, refcued her from flavery and thraldom, procured 
an inheritance for her, and is now preparing that for her, and her for that, : 
and will, e’er lo&g, put her into the pofieffion of it. All which manifeftly 
make appear how much his defire has been, and is towards her j which fhe 
having had fome knowledge and experience of, ventures to invite him, as in 
the following words, faying. 


Ver. ii. Come, my beloved , let us go forth into the field: Let us lodge 
in the villages . 

Ver. 12. Let us get up early to the vineyards ,, let us fee ij the vine 
flour ijh, whether the tender grape appear , and the pomegranates 
bud forth j there will I give thee my loves . 


1 


N thefe words are, 

1 , A general invitation given by the church to Chrift, to go along with 
her •, Come, my beloved . 

II. Some particular things mentioned, which fhe invites him to. i/> To 

go forth into the field . idly. To lodge in the villages, 3 dly. To get up 

early to the vineyards . 

III. The things Ihe had in view in fo doing. ift 9 To fee whether the 

vine fiourifhed . 2 dly\ Whether the tender grape appeared . ^dly 7 Whether 

the pomegranates budded forth . 

IV. A 

f Vid. Fuller. Mifcell. Sacra, 1, 3 . c. i$. 
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A motive which lhc n\$&> ufe of to prevail 4 f?igei/t\ll / 

give thee ag kws> „ , , 


I. In theft Words'is a general 5 'invltntfon* glren by the cFnWMl tp Chrift to 
go along wirh ; her, Cera/, my bebtied-, on whicji may be mkdrdftffollowing 
remarks, ’i. That this word, come, is by the church took ourfirChrift’s 
tnouth; *tis a word much ufed by them, not only with referenced them- 
felves, but to others alfo ; fee Chap. ii. io, 13. and iv, S. Mat. xi. 28. Rev . 
*xxli. 17. and is expreflive of milch familiarity, hearty defire and tender 1 affec¬ 
tion. 2. We muft not fuppofe that Chrift needed ftirring up, or was un¬ 
willing to go along with her •, but he fomethnes ftays until He fs afked, not 
only to make his Church ftnfiWe of her duty, arid chat (he may prize his 
prefence the more ; but alfo becaufe he loves to hear her aflefof hl$ company, 
and fay. Come, my beloved , ‘let us Walk together into the fields •, ; lek me there 
enjoy thy company, and let us take our fill of love. 3. Thefe words may 
be confidcred as the church’s catting upon Chrift,‘ to make good his pro- 
mife, in ver. 8. where he had given her reafon to tfkpedt his prclence \ Ifaid 9 
I will go up to the palm-tree ; i. e. Til grant ifiy pterhite to my church and 
people, which are comparable to the palm-tree \ Til be in the midft of them : 
She now fays to him, Come, my beloved, do asthtiufiaft faid. Though none 
‘of Chrift’s promifes fliall ever fail, yet they may not be immediately ful¬ 
filled *, and it very much becomes believers to plead them with him in prayer, 
and not let them lie long by them ; they ought to put Chrift in remembrance 
of them, as they are allowed, that he would remember to them the word up¬ 
on which he has caufed them to hope. 4. They alfo contain an earneft defire 
after the prefence of Chrift, and the manifeftations of his love unto her. 
Nothing is more defirable to believers than Chrift’s prefence, and there is a 
great deal of rcafon for it; for this only makes their lives comfortable, whilft 
' here, fills them with true folid joy and pleafurf,' makes a heaven upon earth, 
Supports them under all their trials, carried'^hern through all their difficul¬ 
ties, and gives them pleafing profpeds of death and eternity. 5. They fhew 
the fenfe ftie had of her own inefficiency for the worklhe was going about, 
without the prefence of Chrift •, for without him We can do nothing. Hence, 
fays Mcfes, Exod. xxxiii. 15. If thy prefence go not with me, 'carry us not 
‘ftp hence. The church here knew full well that :hef vifiting the Several con¬ 
gregations of the faints, to fee in what condition they were, would be to little 
purpofe, unlefs Chrift went with her, and therefore (he.requefts the favour of 
him. 6 . It may be further obferved, that the clearer views a foul has of its 
intereft in Chrift, the more defirous it is of communion with him : This may 
eafily be obferved in the church’s cafe, by comparing thefe words with the 
preceding verfe. Some, the more they are known the lefs their company 
u deflred ; but the more and better a foul knows Chrift, the more defirable 
his company is; and when they once haveit, would never part with it; but 
fay with Peter , Mat. xvii. 4. Lord, it is good for us to be bete. ‘ Hence it is 
that they often long to depart out of 'this life, that they might be witblCBrifi* 
which, to them, is f#r better than . this life, and all the. enjoyrtiebW if it. 
7. The church’s affixing this endearing character, my beloved , tfcftl^JHvita- 
tion come, thereby fignifying her affection to him, as well a,s hfl intereft in 

2 ' ‘ *' him 
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him, b t confidered a* a powerful argument to induce him t& go along 
with her •, for with whom fhould, or indeed, will loving hufbands go, but 
with tl^eir wives, and efpecially when their company is importunately de- 
fired ? pne faint cannot tell how to deny another,. when their company and 
converfation is defired on fpiritual accounts •, fo engaging is it to each o- 
ther j much lefs can Chrift deny his church when fhe intreats him after this 
fort. 


II. The particular things fhe invites him to, are now to be confidered. And, 

ijl 9 She defires him to go forth into the field with her ; which may be ex- 
preffive, i. Of her defire after Chrift’s prefence, both at home and abroad 5 
ihe would not ftir out of doors without him; when at home, nothing fo 
delightful as his prefence ; and having fome bufinefs in the field, fhe is loth 
to go without him. O happy foul that is thus blefied ! of fuch an one it 
may be truly faid, Deut. xxviii. 3——6. Blejfed Jhalt thou be in the city, and 
blefied Jhalt thou be in the field ; blejfed Jhalt thou be when thou comeft in, and 
blejfed Jhalt thou be when thou goejl out, 2. Of her defire after folitarinefs, 

or of being alone with Chrift: Thus, Gen . xxiv. 63. Ifaac went out to medi~ 
tate in the field ; where lie could be retired, and have his thoughts more free, 
compofed and fit for fuch an employment. The field is alfo a place of more 
fecrecy, as well as retirednefi ; and therefore, 1 Sam . xx. 11. Jonathan faid to 
David, Come, and let us go out into the field \ that they might more freely tell 
their minds, and impart their loves to each other. Thus the church defir’d 
Chrift to go with her into the field, that there being alone with him, fhe 
might tell him all her heart,* and let him know how much (he loved him, 
which fhe could not fo freely do in company. 3. She might defign fome re¬ 
creation by it; it may be an allufion to perfons who keep their country houfes, 
who being retired from the city, take their walks in the fields to fee how the 
fruits of the earth grow, as well as to enjoy the benefit of the country air: So 
the church, fhe is for going abroad into the fields ; but then fhe would have 
Chrift go with her, for no recreation is fo, unlefs he be with her; walking 
abroad in the fields will yield.her no pleafure, unlefs Chrift be there. 4. lc 
may fignify her defue to have thegofpel fpread in the world, efpecially in 
thofe parts of it, in which it had not been as yet preached, and which looked 
very much like an uncultivated field •, thus the field in the parable, Mat . xiii. 
38. is faid to be the world ; which being overrun with the thorns and briars 
of fin and corruption, moves her pity and companion, and excites defire in 
her to have the gofpel planted there, that fo it might become a fruitful field * 
and therefore fhe is defirous to have her hufband, and the true hufbandman, 
go along with her, to umure, cultivate and plant it; and perhaps the Gen¬ 
tile world may be particularly intended. . 

idly* She further invites him to lodge in the villages with her : There'? a 
manifeft gradation in thsfe words of hers, which fhews her end and defign 
in all; fhe firft invite? Jiim to go forth into the field , with her, and that is 
in order to lodge with her in the villages , and their lodging there is in order to 
get up early next morning to tfrc vineyards. „ Junius and TremeUtus read the* 
words thus, a Let us lodge by the cyprus-trees * for the Hebrew word 

cepbarim 

• onan ny tUb- n xiSpa if. Sept.' Commoremur in villis, Vttig. Lai. Jr. 

Montan . Per no ft emus in villis, Mercer. Tig. Coce . Pernoftemus ad cypros, Jun . fife. Brightman. 
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tepbarim fignifies both vitiates and cyprus-ttees \ fee Cbap?\! 14, and iv. 13. 
by which may be meant the faints, who" may be comparetf^etfcunto, for 
their excellency, fmgrancy and fruitfulnefs ; and an invitation to IWge by or 
with tbefe, could not be unwelcome to Chrift, feeing they are WfckhUn, the 
excellent in the earth , in whom is all his delight . Though the Wtd may as 
well be render’d villages, as it is by the Septuagint and others. From'whence 
may be oblcrveJ, 1. The villages being places of mean entertainment, both 
for food and lodging, that a mean condition of life, with Chrift, is more 
eligible and much preferable to the greateft affluence of the good things of 
this world without him. The church had rather have hard lodgings in a 
country village with Chrift, than to dwell in a city, have her lodgings in a 
king’s palace, or lie upon a bed of doun without him ; as one b once faid. 
Brown bread and the gofpel are good fare . So it may be alfo faid, A country 
lodging with Chrift is good lodging . 2. Villages being places of retirement, and 

free from the noife and hurry of the city, might occafion her defire to lodge 
there \ Ihe wanted to be at liberty from the world, that ftie might have fome 
folitary communion with Chrift. So David being almoft worn out with the 
fatigues of the camp, and hurries of the court, thus pafTionately wiflies, 
faying, PfaL lv. 6, 7. 0 that I had wings like a dove , for then would Iflee away 
and be at reft ; lo then would 1 wander far off, and remain , or as in the Hebrew 
text, lodge in the wilderntfs^ Selah. The cares of this life, and the hurrying 
employments of it, do much interrupt and break in upon a believer's com¬ 
fortable communion with Chrift ; and therefore, with the church, he defires 
l'ometimes to be retired from them, and lodge with him in the villages. 3. She 
defires not only communion with Chrift, but that it might be continued : 
She would lodge with him all night, aslhe fays, in Chap. i. 13. He fnall lie 
all night betwixt my breafts ; *tis not merely for an hbur or two, that (he 
would have his company, but all night. Believers, who have got fome 
knowledge of Chrift’s perfon, and have tafted the fweetnefs of communion 
with him, are like the Samaritans , John iv. 40. who befougbt him that he 
would tarry with them \ they are never weary of his company, and do not 
care how much they have of it. Though, 4. Thefe words may fignify her 
defire to have the gofpel preached in the viHages, as well as in the cities r 
Thus our Lord Jefus Chrift, in the days of his flefh, went about all the cities 
and villages , preaching the gofpel of the kingdom , Mat. ix. 35. as did alfo 
his difciples after him ; though, as one c well J obferves, the gofpel wax firft 
preached in cities moftly, and from thence fpread itfelf, in time, into the 
neighbouring villages-, where the heathen idolatry lafted longer than in cities, 
from whence it had the name bf paganifm , pagus fignifyiftg village ; which 
the church here obferving, defires Chrift to go along with her, and fpread the 
gofpel there d . 

3 dly. She fignifies her defire alfo to get up early to the vineyards ; for which* 
reai'on (he thought it moft proper to lodge in the villages, and not in the 
city irom whence lhe could not have been fo early at the vineyards as (he- 
defired to be. By the vineyards , the Targum , R. Solomon Jar chi and Alfhech 
underftand the fynagogues and fchools of the Jews ; and fo it is explained in 

the 

k Mr. Dod. . * B>. Patrick in loc. 4 In Sbirbejbirim Rabba in loc. By the Jield and 
nation* of the world are underftood. 
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the e > though it feems much more probable, that by them is meant, 

tile tfvcral particular churches and congregations of the faints- which are 
diftin^utfhed by foverpign grace, planted with a variety of fruitful vines, 
watered; every moment by Chrift, and fenced about with his almighty power ; 
and By her geftfpg up unto them* may be meant her vifiting of them* which 
is much filch an aft of kindnefs and hiendftiip as that of Paul's* whofaid to 
Barnabas , Afts xv. 36. Let us go again and vifit our brethren , in every city 
where we have preached the word of the Lord , and fee bow tfyey do. And 
what ftill more fhews how intent Ihe was upon it, and how much her heart 
was in it, fhe is for getting ,up early ; i. e. betimes in the morning, or in the 
moft feafonable time, as the word early is fometimes ufed; fhe is for lofing 
no opportunity, and making ufe pf the moft fuitable one to vifit the churches,; 
and that her vifit may not be in vain, fhe’s for taking Chrift along with her*; 
ihe is not willing to go. alone ; flie knew of what fervice Chrift’s prefence 
would be to the churches* and to what little purpofe her's would be without 
him, and therefore fhe fays. Let us get up early , &c. But, 

III. She mentions the feveral things fhe had in view, in giving this invi¬ 
tation to Chrift, or the feveral ends of it. And, 

ifi* It was to fee if the vine flourijhed •* and Ihe might well think that this, 
and what follows, would take with Chrift, and go a great way to prevail up¬ 
on him to go along with her, feeing her ends here are much the fame with 
his in going down into his nut-garden, Chap. vi. 11. and which, no doubt, 
fhe had fome reference to. By the vine* theTargum underftands the lfraelites* 
who may be compared thereunto * and, I think, true believers in Chrift, who 
are lfraelites indeed , may very well be meant. Thefe indeed, like vines,,,are 
weak and worchlefs creatures of themfelves, yet being ingrafted in Chrift, 
the true vine* and growing upon him, they bring forth fruit, and are ex¬ 
ceeding valuable and precious: And by their flouhfhing may be meant, both 
their fruitfulnefs in the exerciie of grace, and in the performance of good 
works: And though the .believer is not always in a flourilhing condition, there 
ir. fometimes but a fmall appearance of fruit upon him * his Ufe* his grace is 
bid unto him, and his fruitfulnefs does not appear toothers-, yet he fhall 
flourifh again, becaufe he is planted in a fruitful foil, by the rivers of divide 
love and grace j is well roofed in Chrift Jefus, and whom he takes care of, 
waters every moment, and purges .and prunes that he may bring forth more 
fruit; this the church was fenlible of, and therefore is defiroqs that Chrift 
would go along with her. , u 

idly* Another end Ihe had in inviting Chrift to go with her into the field,, 
villages, and vineyards, is* .to fee whether the tender grape appear d , or 1nhe* 
ther the flower of the grape opened itfelf . By which may be meant, young, 
converts, who are weak and tender, have but little knowledge, a finall degree 
of faith, and have not arrived to that folidity and eftablifhment as many others 
have ; and are therefore compared to new-born babes, lambs and kids of the 
flock, as alio to a bruifed reed,, and to the finpaking flax ; but as Chrift does , 

Ppp2 not, 

e T. B Erubim', fol. 21.2. f "HDOn ^b. mi§t)<Ttv o Kvirgio-pQi;, Sept. Si flores fxuc- 

tus parturiunt, Vulg. Lat. Aperaerit fe bva parva, Ar. Montan. Anaptrta fit gemma, Mercer 
Ac florem proti udat, li\g. Exeruerit fe uva prima, Cocc. An aperiat 1c prima ijva, Jpn. Aperu- 
erit uva prima, Bright man. 1 
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not d eftifi thb fay-rf fmiUthings, to i^lthtr docs tfte CfawltkjVerlook fhtm. 
Hut fheWs ft vety gtfal^oncftrt for them \ (he is very defirobl^offeeing tbefe 
appear in churchy: This ia a very gWat encouragement Ctf'dfonfches when 
fouls are born again among them ; it is a fign that the Lord defigng to con¬ 
tinue them* apd to make them yet more floUr'ifhlng and fruitful. f 

3 tfty\ Her other end is to lee whether the pomegranates budded . By pme* 
grannies may be meant, (Longer believers, who ate taller and mote fruitful 
than the former * why they are fo compared, may be feen In Chap. iv. 13. 
and by the buddings of them may be meant, the a£UHg$ and eXetcifeof grace 
in them. We may ebferve that the church is Concerned for the comfortable 
Well being* and godd efface of believers of all ranks and fizes \ of the vines 
and pomegranates, as well as of the tender grapes, 4 hd of the buddings of 
the one, as weil asof the bloflTomlng or opening of the other. 

IV, The motive which (he makes ufe of to prevail upon Cbrift to comply 
with her invitation, is, for short will 1 give thee my ipt)es ; i. e. when we am 
alone in the field* or at our lodgings in the villages, or when we are together, 
inrthe vineyards, Vifiting the vines and pomegranates* I will (hew thee my 
love ; I will open all my hearc to thee, and thou (halt know how much I love 
thee. And, 1. We are not to fuppofe that this is the firft time of her loving 
Chrift, or of her manifefting it to him, for (he loved him long before ; but 
fkc mentions this now to gain her end ; for fhe knew very well what would 
t^ke with Chrift’s heart, what was grateful to him, and that nothing was more 
fo than expreffions of her love to him ; and this (he had learned from his own 
words, in Chap. iv. 10. How fair is thy love y my fifter y nry fpoufe ! How much 
better ts thy love than wine! Chrift knew very well (he loved him ; but yet he 
loved to hear her fay (he did. What made Chrift alk Peter fo often whether 
he loved him or no ? It was not becaufe he doubted of it, but becaufe he loved 
to hear him exprefsit. 2. By her loves may be meant, the manifeftations of 
her love to him, in the obfervanoe of his commands; the offering up the 
facri&ces of prayer and praife unto him, as well as all other branches of religious 
worlhip and fervice in his houfe, which (he promifes to him there ; and this 
fenfe the Tafgum inclines unto. 3. This being expreffed in the plufal num¬ 
ber may intend not only the excellency of her love to Chrift, and the various 
ways of manifefting it to him, but alfo the abundance of it; here Was an 
overflow of it in her foul; her heart was brimful of it* and fhe feems to want 
an opportunity of venting it; for which purpbfe Ihe defires to be alone with 
Chrift, as Jofepb did with his brethren, .that fo (he might, with the greater 
freedom, let out her affedttons to him. 4. Communion with Chrift, and the 
flourifhing condition of his churches tend much to enlarge a believer's heart 
with love to Chrift, and to draw out his affedtions towards him j We love him, 
becaufe be firft loved us y 1 John iv. 19. 

Ver. 13. Tiv mandrakes give a fmell y and at our gates are all man¬ 
ner of pleafant fruits, new and old y which J have laid up for thee, 
O my beloved . 

I N thefe words the church makes ufe of another motive or argument to 
prevail upon Chrift to grant her his prefence and company, tikeii from 
3 . the 
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the variety^ fragrant powers and pleafant fruits, -which the abounded with* 
and hacj ready at hand, and which fhe had carefully laid up and referved for 
his .pfe and fervice ♦, all which are commended. 


I. From the Fragrancy of them the mandrakes give a finest. 

II. From the comprehenfivenefs of them j all manner of pleafant fruits . 

III. Thefe are faid to be new and old . 

IV. Not afar off, but at the very door; at our gates. 

V. They are all for his ufe and fervice; which I have laid Up fdr thee , 0 
m beloved. 

• ’ • . ■(> 

I. The fragrancy of thofe flowers or fruits with which Uhe abounds, is Here 
exprefled ; the mandrakes give, a Jmell. The Hebrew word thcdaim* 

tranflated mandrakes , is only found in this place, and in Gen. xxx. 14, 15,1 & 
in this fenfe \ but what plant or herb is intended by it, is not very eafy to 
determine. Junius and 'Tremeilius have rendered it, in both places* by fioris* 
amabiksy lovely- flowers , which, they think, brflr agrees with the etymology 
of the word. Others 1 render it jefamin \ others, b lilies ; others, violets , ItL 
Solomon Jarchi would have it render’d bafkets here, and refers to Jer, xxiv. 

1. where the people of Ifratl are reprefented by two balkets of figs, where 
a word derived from the fame root, and of the feme form is ufed ; and that 
both loits of people, there reprefented, may be here faid to. give a good 
fmell, becaufe now they all fought the face of the Lord* But the generality 
of tranfiators and interpreters render it mandrakes \ as do the Stptuagint , bock 
the Targums of Onkelos and Jonathan , on Gen. xxx. 14. Though the Targum 
on this place renders it half am-, but then’tis queftionable whether the fame 
plant % which is known among us by the name of mandrakes , is here meant* 
becaufe of its ftrong fmell; but of this more hereafter. Let us confider 
what may be intended hereby. And, 

1 ft. By thefe mandrakes may be meant, the faints and people of God*; 
who are plants of God’s right hand planting, are both fragrant and fruitful* 
and may be compared untt> them, 1. Becaufe the mandrake is a d cold plant*, 
an therefore ufed for the affwaging inflammations, and healing ulcers. The 
people ot God, though they ought not to be cold in divine things, nor lake* 
warm in the caufe of Chrift* and vindication of his truths and ordinances, 
yet are, or at leaft fhould be, of cooling fpirits to allay thofe heats,. and 
heal thofe divifions which too often appear in the churches of Chrift: which 
they may be inftrumental in, by a prudent carriage, a moderate temper, and 

by. 

a R. Sol Jar chi in Gen, XXX. 1*4. ‘ b Vid. Jun . in Gen. xxx. 14. c M6ft of the Jewifft 
writers, as R< Aben Extm in loc. R . .David Rir^chi in lib. Shorafti. rad. TH. David de / omh 
ia Lex. Heb. fol. iq. Baal Hutturim in Gen. xxx. 14. take it to be a plant whole root is in, 
the form of a man and woman; but this notion of the mandrake, is no other tnan a mere fic¬ 
tion, and the trick of fome impoftors, who have ufed roots of briony, and other plants, for 
this purpofe, to deceive the people, and get their money by filewing them, as MatHAus has ob- 
ferved in Dioftor. 1. 4. c. 71. LudApbus in his Ethioptc hiftory, T. 1. t. 9. n. 23. as cited by 
Bp. Patrick in loc. takes it to be the fruit which the Arabians calls tfiavK or muza, (called by 
jbrtie, the Indian fig) which, in the Abyjfine country is as big as a cucumber, and of the fame 
form and fiiape; fifty of which grow upon one and the fame ftalk, and are pf a Very Tweet • 
tefte and fmell: from which cognation of a great many upon the fame Italk, he thinks it took., 
the name of Dudaim . * Fernel . Meth. Med. 1 . 6 . c, 1. andBlin. 1 . 20. c. 9, 10, 14, 15. 
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ig foft and fleafant words , which, as Solomon fays, Prov. xv. j. an 4 
Xvi: 24. tafti'n&ty wrdfhy and 1 zrtfweet to the foul; amJStmbfto the bones': 
And when tWy 'appear to be of hoc and fiery tempers and^fe^fitions, !> tis 
what is oppofite to the principle vvHjch is wrought in theln,' 7 2n^ that profef- 
fion whicn they make. 2. Becaufe the mapdrake is fuppofed td excite love: 
-Hence the apples of it are called apples of love ; and the Hebrew word here 
ufed cofnes from a root which fignifics love . The faints may well be repre- 
fented by them on this account 4 for though they do not provoke Chrift to 
love them, by the love they fhew him, or the obedience they perform unto 
him, yet thefe often draw out Chrift's affections to them ♦, and.vyhat he him-. 
Tell has wrought in them, and put upon them, render them lovely in his 
*ye: Befides, it is their incumbent duty, and ihould be the great employ¬ 
ment of; their lives, to provoki orie another to love and good works .« 3. They 
have been alfo thought t-o help barrennefs, and to make fruitful, which fome 
have imagined to be the reafon of that great contention between Rachel and 
Leahy concerning them. Hence the phrafe here may intend the fruitfulnefs 
of the church, in the firft, times of the gofpel, through the vaft numbers of 
fouls which were born again therein * ^hen chat prophecy was fulfilled; 
I fa. liv. 1. Sing, 0 barreUy thou that didft not bear \ break forth into fingingy 
and cry aloudy thou that didft not travail with child ; for more are the children 
of the defolate than the children of the married Wifey faith the Lbrd. Which 
fruitfulnefs of the church may be confidered as a very gobd argument ufed by 
her here, to prevail on Chrift to grant her his prefence and company. 4. The 
mandrake is a narcotic, has a fleepy vertue in it, as c Pliny obferves, and 
much inclines thereunto. Levinus Lemnius f writes of himfelf, that being in 
his ftudy, he was fuddenIy taken with a fleepy fit, which he could by no 
means account for, until he efpied a mandrake apple upon one of the fhelves, 
to which he afcribed it. The faints are often in fleepy frames themfelves : 
The wife virgins flept as well as the foolifh * and converfation with fleepy 
profeffors makes others fo likewife. 5. It hot only inclines to deep, but 
makes perfons fluggirti and flothful: Hence thofe phrafes, to drink the man - 
drake , and to jlcep under a . mandrake are proverbially ufed of perfons who 
are fluggilh and inactive in the difcharge of their Office. The faints are too 
often fo themfelves, and the caufe thereof in others, being flothful in bujinefsy 
and not fervent in fpirit , ferving the Lordy as they ought to be. 6. The 
apples nf the mandrake are very delightful ta look upon,, being of a yellow 
or golden colour: And fo are the faints in Chrift’s eye ; to them he looks, 
ana with them he is well pleafed, they being beautified with the garments of 
his falvation, and adorned with the graces of his fpirit. 7. Thefe mandrakes 
are faid to give a fmell: *Tis true, it is not faid that they give a good fmell; 
but it may be reasonably fuppofed that fuch an one is intended, becaure their 
commendation is defigned j and they are took notice of by the church, as 
what might be inviting to Cfirift. And fo, no doubt, Rubens mandrakes,, 
which Rachel took fuch a fancy to, were fragrant, and of a fweet imell, or; 
we may reafonably fuppofe th^ boy would not have gathered them, nor $af&et 

have 

* Lib. 25. c. 13. vid. Philoftrat. vita Apollon. 1 . 8. c. 3. f Herb. Bibl. exilic, c. 2. 
* fiTwcoVii, Dsmojib. Offlt. Philip. 4. 'Y?r® f*avo^ayo^x ttt x 9 «k 5 j»{, Lucian in Timon. 

4 1. Vid. Julian. Ep. 21. p. 139. 
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have topic fuch a liking to them, no more than Leah would have contended 
with ha* about them. But then the difficulty is to know what plant is 
intended, feeing our prefent mandrakes are of a ftrong, ftinking and offenfive 
fmell; and fuch an account alfo Pliny h gives of them ; though Diofcorides , 
Levinus Lemnius 1 and Augujline k , who fays he faw the plant, and examin’d 
it, fay that it is of a very fweet fmell, which though it does not agree with 
the plant which now bears the name, fuits well with that intended here; for 
which reafon the faints may be compared unto it, whofe perfons are of a 
fweet fmell, being clothed with Chrift’s garments* which fmell of myrrh., aloes 
and caffia , and anointed with the favoury ointments of the fpirit’s grace ; whofe 

E rayers are fo, being perfumed with Chrift’s mediation, and their good works 
eing accepted with their perfons in the beloved . So the jews 1 interpret the 

mandrakes of the young men of lfrael , who have not tafted the tafle of fin^ 
pure and holy perfons, free from vitious habits. Or, 

zdly. By thcle mandrakes, which give a good fmell, may be meant, the 
do&rines and promifes of the gofpel; which, 1. Like mandrakes, are of 
a healing and cooling nature. The law is a fiery law , and when it works in 
a finner’s confcience, it makes fiery work there ; it worketh wrath , which is 
only afiwaged through the application of gofpel-doSrines and promifes by 
the blefled fpirit. z. Like mandrakes theie excite love; for though ’tis the 
law which enjoyns and requires love both to God and to our neighbour ; ye£ 
’tis the gofpel which moves and prefles us to it, with the nobleft motives and 
moft powerlul arguments, fuch as thofe which are taken from the love of 
God and Chrift to us. 3. Like mandrakes, are the means of fruitfulnefs : 
’Tis by the gofpel, as the inftrumental means, that fouls are begotten again 
to Chrift ; for though they are born of an incorruptible feed, and are be¬ 
gotten again according to the fovereign will of God, and as an inftance of 
his abundant mercy, yet *ti$ by the word of truth which liveth and abideth 
for ever. 4. As the mandrake apples are delightful, fo are the dodlrinesand 
promifes of the gofpel ; which words being fitly fpoken , are like apples of 
gold in piftitres offilver .. c. As the mandrakes give a good fmell, fo dothefe, 
for to them that are favea they are the favour of life unto life . 

%dly, By thef zDudaim, or lovely flowers, as Junius tranfiates the word, may 
be meant, the graces of th$ fpirit; fuch as faith, repentance, love, thank- 
fulnefs, hope, humility, £s?r. 1. Faith may be ojie of thofe lovely flowers 
which give a good fmell: This is a flower that does not grow in- nature*s 
garden, but is fown and raifed in the believer’s heart, by the power and fpi¬ 
rit of God ; which at firft is but like a grain of muftard feed, that is the 
leaft of all feeds, but afterwards grows in fome rnore, in others lefs, but in 
all it i $ alike precious faith , which emits a fwtet fragrancy to God and Chrift. 

2. Repentance may be another of thofe lovely flowers ; this grows in the 
fame garden as faith does ; they are fown and raifed up together, and that 
by one and the fame hand; and when attended with fruits becoming it, is 
highly valued by Chrift Jefus. 3. Love may be another of thofe lovely flow¬ 
ers ; this precious flower fprings from, is raifed tip and influenced by, as 

.1 - well 


Lib. 29. c. 13. 1 Herb. Bibl. explic. c. 2. * Centr. Faujtum, L22. c. 56. 1 T. Bab* 
Erubiro, fol. 21. 2. 
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well at tented with the love of Chrift •, and of all the in the belie¬ 

ver’s garden, none is fairer in Chrift’seyt, or gives him, wUhin fin<.ll, more 
pleafurc and delight; 

r ^ V S in Chap. iv. 10. 'ffm x fair is thy 

love y my fifticr* my fpoufe* See. 4. The grace of thankfulneft il another of 
thde flowers 1 nay, a certain Expofitor » thinks, that it is chkfly intended. 
The exercise of this grace is required of us, for every mercy, both %iritual 
and temporal, and in every condition, ftate and circumftance of life: This 
is more pleafing to God, and he fmells a fweeter favour of reft in it than in 
«U burnt offerings ; and a contrary difpofition is highly relented by him, as 
appears from the of the ten lepers that were cleanfed* of which but one 
returned to give God thanks. 5. The grace of frppe may be another pf 
thofe lovely flowers : This is none of the meaneft flowers which grow In the 
believer’s garden; this is raifed by powerful efficacious grace, is watered with 
divine love, is made to abound through the power of the Holy Ghoft, and 
in which Chrift takes no fmall pleafure and delight; for the Lord takes plea - 
Jure in them that fear him* in thofe that hope in bis mercy. 6. The grace of 
humility is another precious flower j the ornament of a meek and quiet fpirit 
is* in the fight of God* of great price: This grace fo much adorns believers, 
that Chrift fays, to this man will I look , that is poor and of a contrite fpirit \ 
neither can he take his eye off of them, nor will he remove from them, but 
dwell with them for evermore. I might have mentioned many more of 
thofe lovely and fweet fmelling flowers, as patience, felf-denial, fcfr. but 
thefe may fuffice. 

II. The church’s fruits are commended from the comprehenfivenls of them: 
She is poffeffed of all manner of pleafant fruits: Which may denote, 1. The 
plenty of them : Believers have not only abundance of grace in Chrift, but 
alio abundance in themfelves •, for where fin abounded* grace does much more 
abound: They have alfo a fulnefs of all fpiritual bleffings in Chrift, as well as 
a plenty of gofpel-do&rines, and exceeding great and precious promifes. 2. 
This may likewife denote the variety of them : The graces of the fpirit are 
many and various, as are the bleffings of the gofpel, fuch as redemption 
through Chrift’s blood, pardon of fin, juftification by his righteoufnefs, adop¬ 
tion, falsification, &c. So are the doctrines and promifes of the gofpel, 
which are all fuited to the feveral cafes and circumftances of believers. 3. It 
aUb denotes the excellency of them ; for here are not only plenty and variety 
of all manner of fruits, but all manner of pleafant fruits, fuch as do not grow 
every where, or in any garden, but only in the garden of the church, whofe 
plants are an orchard of pomegranates* with pleafant fruits* &c. 

III. Thefe fruits are (aid to be both new and old , which ftill heightens and 
mcreafes the commendation of them: There’s fuch plenty and fulnefs of 
them, as that the former year’s produce is not gone, when the new is gather 
red in ; here is fome of both years increafe, which is an indication of great 
plenty,* as well as of the goodnefs of the fruit that will keep fo long: Bf 
thefe fruits, new and old* 1. Some “ uoderftand the gifts of the lpirit, which 
Chrift, after his afeenfion received for his church, and beftowed on it, to¬ 
gether with thofe temporal bleffings which £he enjoy’d before. Though, 2. 

Others 


1 iy. Guild in loc. 


IP. Patrick in loc. 
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Others-<h!rik, that by them are intended moral and natural vertues, which 
may be found in an unconverted man, and the graces of the fpirit, which 
are only in renewed fouls. But, 3. It feems much better to underftand them 
of thole frelh Fupplies of grace which believers have from Chrift ; for they 
cannot live upon their old ftock, but muft have a new fupply, which they 
are gracioufly indulged with from Chrift, from whofe fulnefs they continually 
receive grace for grace. Tho 5 , 4. I am rather inclined to think, that the 
dodtrines of the old and new Teftament, which for matter‘and fubftance 
are one and the fame, are here meant, with which the church, and particu¬ 
larly her feribes and faithful minifters are furniflied, fo as they can bring forth 
out of their treafure things new and old , Mat. xiii. 52. 

IV. Thefe fruits are alfo faid to be at their gates ; which is mentioned, 1. 

In oppofition to the mandrakes which grew in the field ; for this appears to 
be a field-plant, from Gen . xxx. 14. where ’tis faid, that Reuben went in the 
days of wheat harvejl , and found mandrakes in the field ; but thefe fruits here 
grew at their very doors. 2. It may be an allufion to a cuftom of the Eaftern 
countries, in garnifhing the doors of new married perfons with fruits and flow¬ 
ers, which made it very inviting f to go within. 3. It may alfo fignify that 
thefe fruits were near at hand ; there was no occafion to go far for them 
they were even at the door, as the judge is faid to be. Jam. v. 9. 4. It 

may denote the publicknefs of them : They are not hid in fecret, but expofed 
to public view, as the graces and good works of the faints fhould be; Let 
your light , fays our Lord, Mat. v. 16. fhine before men , &c. as well as the 
doftrines of the gofpel, “which are not to be fpoken in a corner, but to be 
divulged upon the houfe top. 5. By thefe gates may be meant, the means 
and ordinances of the gofpel, where thofe fruits may be had ; and it is there¬ 
fore an encouragement to fouls to watch daily at wifdom’s gates , waiting at 
thepofts of her door . So fome Jewifh n writers interpret them of their fyna- 
gogues and fchools. 

V. All this plenty and variety of pleafant fruits which were juft at hand, 
fhe declares, were all laid up for him; which I have laid up for thee , O my 
beloved . Chrift had bellowed a large ftore and great plenty of fruit upon 
her, which fhe had carefully referved for him ; fhe laid it up in her heart; 
fhe bore it in remembrance, which this phrafe is fometimes expreffive of; 
thus, ’tis faid, Luke i. 66. that all that heard of the furprizing circumftan- 
ces, which attended the birth of John the Baptifi , laid them up in their hearts 9 
i. e. bore them in remembrance: So lhould we lay up the word of God, 
and the do&rines of it in our minds, and not forget them : Thus [David faidv 
Pfal. cxix 11. he did ; Thy word , fays he, have I hid or laid up , Tis the fame 
word that is here ufed, in mine hearty that I might not fin againjt thee: So'lik^ 
wife lhould w t treafgre up in our minds all the inftances of his grace and 
favour to us, and record the feveral experiences of his loving kindnefs, not 
as a ftock to live upon, but to be brought out at proper times, to magnify 
the grace of Chrift, and to advance his glory; for of him , and through bim r 
and to him , are. all things . N6w this appears to be a very great attainment,' 
and z mighty inftance of grace in'her, to have a ftock of grace, a ftodk of 

promifes 

Targum in loc. and Zahar 'in Gen. fol. 129. 3. 
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Promifes and experiences, and yet not live upon them herft 1 f,bat upon Chrlft, 
the author and donor of them, to lay them up for his fervikiei fi &nd lay them 
out for his honour and glory * and her adding this endearing cH&after, 0 tny 
beloved , Ihews not only the ftrength of her affettion to him, ‘out may alio 
ferve to allure him of the truth of what Ihe faid, as well as be aft Induce¬ 
ment to him to compiy with her requeft, which Ihe paflionately renews in the 
beginning of the next chapter. 


CHAR VIII. 


Ver. 1. O that thou wert as my brother , that fucked the breafls of 
my mother , when / fkouldfind thee without , I would kfs thee : lea, 
1 fcould net be dejpifed\ 


T HESE words are a continuation, or rather a renewal of the church’s 
defire after communion with Chrift : They contain thefe three things 


I. An ardent wifh for a free and familiar converfe with Chrift, that he would 
fliew himfelf to her, as her brother, and ad the part of one unto her ; 
O that thou werl as my brother \ and her meaning herein is more ftrongly 
exprefied, by adding, that fucked the breafls of my mother. 

II. A refolution of hers to kifs him when fhe found him without; when I 
Jhould find thee without y I would kifs thee. 

III. The opinion which ftie entertained, that Ihe lhould not be defpifed for 
fuch an adion ; Tea, I Jhould not be defpifed. 


I. Thefe words contain an hearty wilh of the church’s; the words may be 
read thus a . Who will give thee as a brother" td'me ; fuch forms of wilhing may 
be feen in many places, fee Ifa. xiv. 7. Job xxiii. 2. and the meaning is, that 
Chrift would fhew himfelf to her in the relation of a brother , ad the parr of 
one towards her, and that fhe might as freely converfe with him as a brother 
and filler may, and ufe to do. Several Jewifli ^ writers acknowledge that the 
king Mefiiah is intended by the brother here: In what lenfe Chrift Hands in fuch 
a relation to his church, and to all true believers, as alfo what this wifh of 
hers is exprefiive of, I Ihall now confider. And, 1. Chrift is the church’s 
brother, by virtue of his incarnation, or the aflumption of her nature ; they 
are nearly ally’d in the bonds of confanguinity *, he is of the fame fiefh and 
blood with her, and Ihe is fiefh of his flefk\ and bone of his bones ; there’s a 
very great neamefs, affinity and likenefs between them ; for in all things it 
behoved him to be made like unto bis brethren \ and it is upon this fcore that he 
becomes a brother to them ; the words may be confidered as the wilh of the 
old church for Chrift’s incarnation. 2. Chrift and believers are of one and 

the 
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the faiac father, God is the father of Chrift, and fo he is of all his covenant-peo¬ 
ple, of whom he fays, 2 Cor . vi. 18. I will be a father unto you , and ye Jhall 
be my fons and daughters ; which is an inftance of his boundlefs and amazing 
grace. Hence becaufe Chrift and believers are fons of the fame father, though 
not in the fame way of filiation, he bid Mary Magdalene go to his brethren ; 
and as an evidence of their {landing in that relation to him, fay unto them, 
John xx. 17. 1 afc end unto my Father and your Father , and to my God and your 
God: ’Tis alfo upon this account that faints become heirs of God> and joint 
heirs with Chrift j they are heirs of God, becaufe his children and joint heirs 
with Chrifty becaufe they are his brethren, he being the firftborn among 
them. 3. Perfons may be faid to be brethren, by being concerned in one 
and the fame covenant. Thus there was a brotherhood between Judah and 
Ifraely which was diffolved by God’s breaking his covenant with them, Zech. 
xi. 10, 14. Chrift and his people are in one and the fame covenant, and in 
fuch an one as can never be broken *, though as he has the preheminence in all 
things as he ought to have, fo he has in this, for he is the mediator, furety 
and mefienger of the covenant; nay, he is the covenant itfelf j he is the 
foundation on which it ftands, and the matter of which it confifts ; he is the 
faints reprefentative in it, and becaufe it is made with him, their elder bro¬ 
ther, in their name, room and (lead, therefore it is faid to be made with them, 
and they fliarc in all the bleflings and comforts of it. 4. Perfons that are of 
a like nature, temper, difpofitions and practices, are faid to be brethren: Thus 
Sinieon and Levi are faid, Gen. xlix. 5. to be brethren \ not becaufe of their na¬ 
tural relation, but becaufe of their agreement in their tempers and practices« 
Chrift and believers are brethren in this fenfe, they are much of the fame na¬ 
ture ; Chrift has aflumed their nature, and they are, in fome meafure, made 
partakers of his > principles of grace and holinefs from him are wrought in 
them •, nay, he is formed in their hearts, his image is enftamped, and his 
features are drawn there \ there is a very great likenefs between them ; they 
are conformed to the image of him who is the firft born among many brethren.: 
Hence it is faid, Heb. ii. 11. that he that fanttifiethy and they that are fanfti- 
fiedy are all of one, for which caufe he is not afhamedto call them brethren \ and 
to the fame purpofe thofe words of Chrift might be produced, in Mat . xii. 
50. for wbofoever fhall do the will of my father , which is in heaven, the fame 
is my brother , and fifter , and mother. 5. Thofe who are partners and com¬ 
panions in afflictions, may be alfo called brethren; hence Job fays, Chap. xxx. 
29. on the account of his forrowful and afflicted condition, that he was a bro¬ 
ther to dragonsy and a companion to owls. Chrift and believers are brethren in 
fufferings j though it is true, they were not companions with him in his fuf- 
ferings, yet he is in theirs ; the afflictions of the churches are the afflictions of 
Chrift, he bears the heavieft part of them ; for what is done to his people, he 
takes as done to himfelf; and as they fuffer with jiim, fo they fhall reign 
with him hereafter in glory, and that forever. 6- Perfons may be called 
brethren on the fcore of friendfhip: Thus David , in 2 Sam. i. 26. calls Jona¬ 
than his brother * not fo much becaufe he had married his fifter, but on the 
account of the mutual friendfhip that had been between them. In this fenfe 
Chrift and believers are brethren; he is a friend to them, and fuch a friend 
that fticks clofer than a brother 5 of which friendfliip of his towards them he 
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has given nitoyopen tod undeniable proofs; he accounts th&ms his fffcAds^ ! 
and therefore treats them as foch, by frequent vifiting of them,'difclofing of 
his fecrets to them, and making noble entertainments for thftm 7. The 
church might wifti that Chrift would manifeft himfelf to her, uncfe* this rela¬ 
tion of a brother, becaule of that intimacy, freedom and familiarity which (he 
might ufe with him as fuch ; flie would kifs him in the open ftrect, take 
him by the hand, and lead him into her mother’s houfe, and there keep a 
free conversation with him, as a After might do with an own brother, tod 
not be reproached for it. 8. Her meaning alfo may be, that he would aft 
the part of a brother to her ; that is, that he would be pitiful and compaflionatfc* 
to her, and fympathile with her under all her exercifes, as a tender hearted 
brother would; and fuch an one is Chrift, he has a fellow-feeling with his 
people in all their temptations, and gives them all needful fuccourand re¬ 
lief ; in all their affliftkms he’s afflifted, and has bowels of companion for 
them in all their diftreffes. 9. A brother not onlyfympathizes with, fbut con- 
defcends to the weakneffes and infirmities of his brethren •, it is a wonderful 
condefcenfion in Chrift to ftand in this relation to his people, as alfo not to 
be afhamed to own it; and being in it, he is capable of fhewing a great deal 
of condefcehfion to them in many inftances, which the fuperiority of a father, 
in which relation he alfo (lands, would not admit of, to which the church 
might have regard in this wifh of her’s. lO.The love and affeftion of a brother 
is very great, and much to be valued, as Chrift’s is by the church; for bis 
loving kindnefs is better than life , and all the comforts of it; the manifefta- 
tions of which the church may well be fuppofed to defire here, as flie did in 
Chap. i. 2. where fhe fays, and what is much the fame with this requeft here ; 
Let him kifs me with the kiffes of his mouth ; for thy love is better than wine. 

Again, the church’s meaning in this ardent and pathetic wilh of her’s is 
more ftrongly expreffed by adding that it was fuch a brother flie wiftied for, 
that fucked the breajls of her mother ; in whidvmay be confidered, i/?, "What 
this phrafe in general intends. 2 dly 9 Who is meant by her mother . 3^/y* 
What by fucking 0/ her mother’s breajls . 

This phrafe in general may intend either, 1. The truth of Chrift’s hu¬ 
man nature ; lhe wilhes for his incarnation in the former phrafe, and in this* 
that it might appear to be true and real; of which his conception and birth* 
his being the child born, and the infant of days, his eating butter and honey, 
and fucking the breafts of his mother, were fufficient indications. : Or* 2, 
The near relation Chrift ftands into his church, being a brother by the mo¬ 
ther’s fide ; which relation is accounted the neareft, and the affeftion of fuch 
an one is alfo the ftrongeft ; of which we have an inftance in the cafe of Jofepby 
to whom Reuben , Judah y Simeon 9 &c. were brethren, though only by his fa¬ 
ther’s fide, and to whom he had a brotherly love, but not fo ftrong aiv affec¬ 
tion as he had to Benjamin f his mother’s fon, who was fuch a brother that 
had fucked the breafts of his mother, as may be feen in Gen. xllii. 29, 3<S 
34. fuch a brother, fo nearly related, and of fuch an affeftion the'churth 
wifheth for. : ‘ - w m: 

idly. It tnav alfo be'enquired, who is meant by her fnotb&, ahd^MWttay 
be either the ‘church, wild tnay be calltd fo, on the aceount of the 1 ihtoy -con¬ 
verts which are bom in het:' Thus Zm is faid to travail -in birth, and bring 
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forth children, ^ lxvi. 3 , and the Gentile cl^irch is faid to be,t^e mother of 
many^^i Jiv, i. and regenerate fouls are frcfluently called tl^e church’s 
children, in that prophecy. Or elfe, by her mother we are to underftami 
the covenant of grace, the Jerufalem which is above , which is the mother of 
*s ally Gal. iv. 2 6. for every converted foul is the birth of an everlafting cove¬ 
nant; hence fuch are called, in Rom. ix. 8. the children of the promife-, and 
it is no unufual phrafe with the Jews to call themfelves the children of the 
-covenant. 

$dly 9 By fucking the breafts of her mother, may be meant, either, 1. The 
enjoyment of the grace and bleffings of the everlafting covenant; fo this 
phrafe of fucking the breafts is ufed for the enjoyment of bleflings, Ifa. lx. 16. 
and in this fenfe Chrift may be truly faid to fuck the breafts of her mother; 
for all grace is in his hands; every blefljng of the covenant he is inpofleffiojt) 
of we have all our grace from him, and are bleffed with all fpiritual bleflings 
only in him. Or elfe, 2. By thefe breafts may be meant, the word and qiv 
dinances, . which are breafts of confolation to believers, in whofe hearts Chriff 
is formed ; fo that when they fuck the breafts, and are nourifhed with the 
fincere milk of the wordy and grow thereby, Chrift may be faid to fuck of 
them, and be nourilhed by them. Or elfe, 3. This phrafe may be expreflive 
of that familiar intercourfe and delightful communion which is between Chrift 
and his church, which is frequently expreffed by eating, feafting and flipping 
together. See Chap. v. 1. and Rev . iii. 20. 

IT. The next thing in the words, is the church’s refolution to kifs Chrift, 
when ever flie found him without: In which may be obferved, 1/, The re¬ 
folution itfelf, to kifs him. 2 dly 7 The time when flie would put this into 
prattice, when I fhould find thee . 3 dly, The place where flie would do this, 
and that is without. v 

1 fly We may confider the refolution itfelf, which is to kifs him, which i$ 
no other than what wasJier duty to do, and what is enjoyn’d all believers, 
Pfal. ii. 12. Kifs the fon 7 left be be angry 5 which may be underftood thefe fe- 
veral ways ; 1. There is a kifs of approbation ; in this fenfe the word is ufed, 
Prov. xxiv. 26. Every man fhall kifs bis lipSy that givetb a right anfwer ; i. e. 
fhall approve his fayings, and highly extol and commend him for them, 
Chrift is a perfon to be liked and approved, being altogether lovely , and the 
chief eft among ten thoufands ; and, fo he is by every believer ; there is none 
in heaven, or earth, that is fo much valued by them as he is; they count all t 
things but lofs and dung in comparifon of him ; they approve of him as 
their furety and faviour, and efteem him in every character aqd relation he 
ftands in to them. 2. There is a kifs of love and affection, which is ufed 
by friends and relations, and that either at meeting or parting: Thus the 
prodigal’s father fell on his neck, and luffed him, when he,met him, as did 
Paul's friends at parting with him; which kifs of charity, or love, was much 
ufed among ,thc primitive faints; and with fuch a kifs 3s this, the church 
kiffes Chrift, whom fhe dearly loves, and has t;he ftrongeft affe&ion far, 
arifing from his love and lovelinefs. As Chrift’$ kiffes, ip Chap. i. 2. are the 
lettings out, and manifeftations .of his love IP the church, fo the church’s 
-kiffes are the lettings forth, and manifeftations of hy love to him: “With 

fuch 
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fuch a kifs as this the poor woman kitted Chrift, in Luke vii.^8. who^*# 
to wafh bis feet with tears , and did wife them with the hairs of, her head, and 
kijfed bis feet y and attainted them with ointment \ for Jhe loved tnueb^ much be¬ 
ing forgiven her. 3. There is alio a kifs of faith and dependance* ( *nd then 
may fouls be faid to kifs Chrift, when they, as perifliing creatures, -come and 
venture their all upon him, give up theml'elves to him, refolving to have 
no other faviour but him when they can roll themfelves on him, relying 
on his grace, trufting to his righteoufnefs ; when whilft they are coming out . 
of the wildernels, are leaning upon their beloved ; and more especially when 
they embrace him in the arms of faith, and fay with Thomas, My Lord and 
itoy God . 4. There is a kils of homage and fubjeftion: So kitting.the king’s 

hand, as it is an inftance of his grace and favour to his fubjefts, to permit 
them to do it, fo it is a token of their fubjeftion to him ; thus Samuel anoint¬ 
ed Sauly and kitted him, 1 Sam. x. 1. which former aft was a declaring him 
king, the latter an inftance of his fubjeftion to him : Thus fouls may be faid 
to kifs Chrift, when they acknowledge him to be their Lord and King, and 
fubmit to his laws and ordinances, refufing fubjeftion to fin, fatan and the 
world. 5. There is a kifs of worlhip and adoration : The cuftom of kitting 
idols very early prevailed among idolatrous people : Thus Baal's worfhippers 
kitted him, 1 Kings xix. 18. as did alfo the worfhippers of Jeroboam's calves, 
Hof. xiii. 2. So kitting the hand at the fight of the fun or moon, was 
efteemed an aft of adoration of them in Job's time, Job xxxi. 26, 27. in the 
fame fenfe it may be ufed here ; for as Chrift is the believer’s Lord, he ought 
to worlhip him, and that not with a mere civil worlhip, which may be given 
to creatures, but with that religious adoration which ought to be given to 
the moft high God ; for all men fhould honour the fin y as they honour the fa¬ 
ther. When therefore the church, or any believer, fignify their love and 
liking to Chrift, exercife faith upon him, fubjeft chemfelves unto him, and 

f ive him all due worlhip and adoration, as well as make an open profeflion of 
im, then may they be faid to kifs him. But, 
idly , She declares the time when Ihe would do this, and that is, when Ihe 
found him : From whence may be obferved, 1. That Chrift may be fome*- 
limes ahfent from his church and people, which is a very great affliftion to 
them. 2. That they cannot be eafy without him, but will be earneftly de- 
Tirous of his company, and feek for him until they find him, as may be learn¬ 
ed from the cafe of the church, in Chap. iii. 1, 2, 3. 3. That finding Chrift 

is the comfortable enjoyment of his prefence; it is the foul’s having near* 
refs to him and fenfible communion with him* which is the time that they 
can come fo near to him, as to kifs him, 

3 J/p, The place where Ihe would do this, and that is without ; by which 
may be meant, either, 1. The Gentile world, which was without the land of 
Judea ; the inhabitants of which are faid to be without * afar off y aliens from 
the commonwealth of Ifrael, grangers to the covenants of promife y and without 
hope , and God , and Chrift in the world ; fo that it may be expreflive of her 
defire to find Chrift in the Gentile world* and how much her love and affec¬ 
tions would be drawn out to him on that account. Or, 2, By without , or in 
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tbeftrWt** as it may be render’d, may be meant the publick ordinances, 
where wifdom cries, Prov. i. 20. and where the church fought Chrift, Chap. 
iii. 2. and where finding him, fhe owns him, gives him homage and adora¬ 
tion, and lets out her affedtion to him. Or, 3. It may point out the way 
and manner in which fhe fought him, as well as the place where, which was 
by going out of herfelf: Chrift is not to be found withint, but without; be¬ 
lievers go in and out> and fo find pajlure y - food and comfort. Or, 4. By it 
may be meant any open or public place, where Ihe fliould not be afhamedto 
own his perfon, gofpel, ordinances, caufe and intereft ■, for thofe who are 
afhained of him, and his words before men, he will be aftiamed .of before his 
father and his angels, Mark viii. 38. Or, 5. By her finding and killing 
him without, may be meant, her going forth to meet him, claiming her ih- 
tereft in him, and fignifying her affedtion to him, before men and angels at 
his lecond coming ; fee Mat* xxv. 6. 

III. The opinion which fhe had entertained, that Ihe Ihould not be defpifed 
and reproached for fuch an adt as this v yea* IJbould not be defpifed - 9 or d they 
would not defpife me 7 i. e. the people ot the land, as the T'argum paraphrafes 
it. Now this opinion of her’s might arife, 1. From the relation Chrift flood 
into her as a brother \ for how unfeemly and immodeft foever it might be 
fora maiden, in the ftreets, to kifs a ftranger, or one not related to her; 
yet no body would reproach her forufingthis freedom with an own brother •, 
which would be accounted as chafte and harmlcfs an adtion in her as if fhe 


had took a fucking child out of the nurfes arms and killed it; no more im¬ 
modeft and unbecoming is this adl of the church’s; and therefore (he concludes, 
that fhe fliould not be defpifed for it. 2. From the reception fhe believed that 
fhe Ihould meet with from Chrift j who would not turn away his face from 
her, when Ihe made fuch an offer to him, which would occafion lhame and 
blufhing in her, and others to laugh at her •, but fhe was well allured of the 
contrary, and that it would be kindly accepted by him. 3. From her 
having fo good an hufband as Chrift \ which might be known by this fami¬ 
liarity between them, and whom fhe had no realon to be afhamed of, nor 
others to defpife her for having none:' not to have a hufband being matter of 
reproach in thofe days ; fee lfa . iv. 1. and Jiv. 4, 5. 4. From her profpedt 

of future fruitfulnefs; fhe doubted not but that by being married to fuch an 
hufband, fhe fhould bring forth fruit unto God, and fo not be defpifed for 
being barren and unfruitful, it being accounted reproachful to be fo •, lee 
1 Sam . i. 6. 5. It may be expreflive of her boldnefs and confidence in own¬ 

ing and profeffing Chrift without either fear or fhame, before men and an¬ 
gels ; fhe knew that fhe could not be juftly defpifed and reproached for it, 
and if fhe was fhe did not value it. 6. She may have reipedt to thofe ap- 
prehenfions, which, the wicked will have of the faints in the Jaft day ; how¬ 
ever mean and defpicable the faints may appear to the wicked now, being in 
a ftate of imperfedkion, loaded with reproaches, and attended with a variety 
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of foitows: yet they will appear otherwife* and that in theiy apprehenfions 
too another day, when they would be glad to change places 3 md conditions 
with them ; though Lazarus was defpifed when he lay in hi«f fores at the 
rich man’s gates, yet he was not when in Abraham's bofom. \ Thus the 
church might conclude, that how much foever (he may be deipifediUow for 
owning and profefling Chrift, yet lhe fhouid not, when (he /houkkgo forth 
to meet him at his fecond coming, and be fee at his right-hand in gold of 
Opbir . 

i 

Ver. 2. I would lead thee, and bring thee into my mother's houfe, who 
would tnftruB me : 1 would caufe thee to drink of Juiced wine, of 
the juice of my pomegranate. 

T HESE are ftill the words of the church, difeovering the refolutions 
and defires of her heart, after communion with Chrift, and a difeharge 
of her duty to him ; in which may be obferved, 

I. Her refolution to lead and bring him into her mother's houfe . 

II. Her expectation of receiving inftruCtion there ; who would inftruft me. 

III. The entertainment /he promifes to give him \ I would caufe thee to 
drink of fpiced wine, of the juice of my pomegranate . 

I. She refolves to lead and bring him into her mother's houfe ; wherein may 
be confider’d, i ft. What may be intended in thofe aCts of leading bring¬ 
ing. idly. What by her mother's houfe, whither /he would lead him, and 
into which fhe would introduce him. 

i ft* It will be proper to confider what thofe a&s of leading and bringing in¬ 
tend. We frequently read of Chrift’s leading his church and people, but 
never, as I remember, but in this place, df ■ tfttt church’s leading Chrift. 
Chrift leads his church as a king does his fubjefti, or as a general does his army ; 
for he is given to be a leader and a commander to the people \ which he per¬ 
forms by ruling them with wholefome laws, and protecting them in their 
rights and liberties from all their enemies: Thus, Deut. xxxii. 12. the Lord alone 
did lead Ifrael of old, and there was no ftrange God with him: Thus David , 
Pfal . lxxviii. 72. the type of Chrift, fed the fame people, according to the 
integrity of his heart, and guided them by the Jkilfulnefs of bis hands . He leads 
them alfo as a Ihepherd does his flock, gently, as they are able to be&r it, to 
fuitable paftures, and proper reftingjplaces ; ahd likfcwife as a mafter does his 
fcholars, leading them by his fpirit, into all truth, and/hewing them the 
Fulnefs and glory of the everlafting covenant. Moreover, Chrift leads his 
people as a guide does a ftranger ; for they know not the way everlafting 
themfelves, and therefore commit themfelves to his guidance and conduft j 
who though he leads often in rough paths, yet always in a right way, to the 
city of their habitation. Like wife he leads them as a nurfe does her child, 
taking them by the hand, he teaches them to walk by faith, and leads them 
into their father’s prefence ; and alfo as an hufband leads his wife, when? he 
brings her home, introduces her into his houfe, confummates the 'marriage, 
and makes her a partner of all hi's goods 5 hence the phrafe, ducere uxorem, to 

2 lead 
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had is ufed to expfefs the aft Of marriage. Thus it appears to be no ver y- 
difficult matter to underftand how Chrift may be faid to lead his church, but 
how fhe may be faid to lead him does not appear fo manifeft and eafy. The 
aft feems to import thefe following things, i. That fhe ufed much familiarity 
with Chrift; for, for one perfon to take another by the hand and lead along, 
difcoversthis : Chrift allows his church much freedom with him, which lhe 
may make ufe of without incurring the reproach and fcandal of forwardnefs 
or immodefty ; feeing it is her own brother, nay, her own hufband, whom 
fhe thus treats. 2. It fhews much tender love, affeftion and refpeft to Chrift, 
as alfo a welcome of him to her mother’s houfe. Thus friends and relations 
fhew their refpeft and affeftion to each Other, and a hearty reception of them 
into their houfes, by taking them by the hand, and leading them in. 3. It 
alfo denotes honour given to Chrift by her, becoming his ftatelinefs and ma- 
jefty : Thus kings and great perfons are ufually led ; fhe treats him accord¬ 
ing to high ftation, as lhe is in Pfal. xlv. 14, 15. and leads him along as 
kings and conquerors are led when they march in triumph. 4. All this is 
done by prayer and intreaty, in the exercife of faith. Chrift is eafily pre¬ 
vailed upon by his church, through the exercife of faith in prayer ; he is, if I 
may be allowed the exprefiion, to be led any way, by believers, in things 
which are confiftent with his revealed will, and what will make for their good 
and his glory. 

Much in the fame fenfe are we to underftand the other aft of Winging ; 
which, (1.) On her part may denote the ftrength of faith in prayer, which 
held him, and would not let him go, until fhe had brought him into her mo¬ 
ther's houfe \ like Jacob of old, who when the angel faid to him, Gen . xxxii. 
26. Let me go , for the day breaketh y anfwered, I will not let thee go 9 except 
thou blefs me: Thus Jam. v. 16. the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much. (2.) On his part much condefcenfion, in allowing fuch mean 
and worthlefs creatures, as believers in themfelves are, to take him by the 
hand, lead him along, and bring him where they would have him, 

2 dfyy The next thing to be enquired into is, what is meant by her mother's 
houfe y where fhe defired to bring him. Which may be expreffive, 1. Of her 
defire to have the marriage confummated ; the introduftion of the bride and 
bridegroom into their houfe* being the laft and fmifhing ceremony of mar¬ 
riage : Thus > tis faid of Ifaac y Gen. xxiv. 67. that he brought Rebekah into 
his mother Sarah’j tent, and fhe became his wife . Agreeable to this ceremony, 
the church expreffes herfelf here; only here is this difference, that it was 
ufual for the bridegroom to lead and bring his bi^de into his mother's houfe 5 
but here the church promifes to lead Chrift to her mother’s houfe; Chrift and 
the church’s mother being.one and the fame. 2. Of her defire to have the 
knowledge of Chrift. fpread among her near relations, thofe of her mother’s 
houfe; for nothing is more common than for perfons, when they are con¬ 
verted themfelves, to defire the converfion of their near relatives; an inftance 
of which may be obferved in the apoftle Paul, Rom. ix. r, 2, 3. 3. Of her 

defire to enjoy his prefence in the church, which may be meant by her mo¬ 
ther's houfe ; for the catholick and invifible church, or the general ajfembly and 
church of the firjl-born, which are written in heaven , may be faid to be the 
mother to the vifible church on earth in any age oF the world; for this is the 

R r r Jerufa- 
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lerufalem which is abovoy which is the m&htr of us dll ; as toay alfo the vi- 
bWe church on earth be to the fcveral particular and corigrqgl^l churches* 
and every particular, and congregated church may be faid to fc>< ^e t mother ot 
particular,beavers, or converted perfons-, fothat, (i.) The chunks their 
mother’s hotyfr, where they are begotten and born again ; for of 2i ' 6 ^ x UJhall 
be faid , Shis and that man was born in her , Pfal. Ixxxvii. 5. ( 2 .) Wherfijthey 
are educated and brought up \ for Zion's children, as . they are born in-her, 
fo they are nurfed at her fide % lfa. lx. 4. (3.) For which they have a great 

deal of zeal and affection, as perfons ufually have for the place of their na¬ 
tivity and education \ and this in imitation of, and conformity to Chrift, 
of whom it is faid. That the zeal of God’s botife had eaten him up % Pfal. Ixix, 
a). (4.) Where they take much pleafure, and delight to be ; are glad when 

aikcd to go up unto it, becaule there they meet with the. prefence of Chrift, 
receive inftrudtions from him, and are employ’d in delightful fervice by him. 
(5.) This is not only the church’s mother’s houfe, but alfo Chrift’s father’s 
houfe ; nay, his own houfe, which might be an inducement to him to go 
along with her \ fee John ii. 16. Heb. iii. 6. 

The reafons which might induce her to defire and endeavour the introduc¬ 
tion of him into her mother’s houfe, may be fuch as thefe j [1.] That Ihe might 
enjoy free and uninterrupted communion with him, which end was attained 
by her, as appears from the following verfe. [2.] That others, even thofe of 
her mother’s houfe, might have the benefit of Chrift’s prefence and company, 
as well as herfelf; which Ihews her to be of a free, noble and public fpirit; 
like thofe faints, in 1 John i, 3. who were concerned for the comfortable well¬ 
being of others, as well as of themfelves. [3.] That the ordinances of her 
mother’s houfe might be blefled unto her ; for fhe knew full well, that thole 
hreafts of confolation would be but dry brcafls without his prefence, and like 
the mantle of Elijah , be of little fervice and ufefulnefs without the Lord God 
himfelf. [4.} That ftie might be aflifted by him, in the fervice of the houfe; 
there are a great many works of faith and holinefs to be performed herein, 
which fhe knew Ihe was not able to do of herfelf, but that through Chrift 
ftrengthening her Ihe could do all things. 

II. She expe&ed inftrudtion in her mother’s houfe, upon the bringing of 
bim there, and this lhe expedted either from her, or elfe from him ; for the 
word % in the Hebrew text, will bear a reading which will fuit either fenfe. 

ljly They may be read, who teacheth mc y referring it to her mother, who 
would do fo : So Junius and Tremellius read them, to which our verfion agrees, 
and which is alfo favoured by R. Abtn Ezra . From whence may be obferv- 
ed, 1. That the church is a fchooi of inftru&ion, where fouls are inftru&ed in 
the ways of Chrift, in the doctrines of the gofpel, and in all the duties of re¬ 
ligion ; both how to carry themfelves in the church, and how to behave 
themfelves agreeably to Chrift, in all afts of love and obedience to him* 
which flie may here have chiefly a regard unto ; it feems to be an allufion to 
a grave and prudent woman, who taking her new married daughter apart by 
herfelf, teaches her how to behave herfelf towards her hufband, that f© fhe 
may lave his affedtions, and live comfortably and happily wkh him. Some 

. fuch 

e Qn* docet me, Jun. Ibi me docebi Vulg. Lot, Hlfc docebir me, Pagnin. 

Docebis me, Ar. Montan. Tuque doeebia me, Jig. Et doceret me, Hi freer. Ct docerea 
«ie. Cm. Doceres me, Bright man . 
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fucK the church expected from her nether, 2, That the; greateffc 

belipyets a«# ttjtf&bgye. iflftru&ion, • and the. of it, but cotuatit a mer¬ 
cy t$ have both tfeft ope agd the other, Spine perfqns who know nothing as 
they ought to think- they know every thing better than otters, and 

therefore are above ordinances, defpife inftruftion, and contemn- the miriiftry 
of the word f..B«, thofe'whp know moft gf ttemfelveaaad of Chrift Jdueu 
defire to km*w more, vajye tte means pf igftcu&ion, atjkdr make ufe of the 
ordipappfsrof tte. gofpel to approve therein : The difference 6f*thefe two forts 
qf pfrfons. may feenjpj Pw ix, S, 9.. . - ! ■ 

^dljy .The wo^ds. may be rend^r’di thm Jhalp infiruH me y meaning Chrift; 
pnd this fepfe h’fayogrcd by thz'Tcwgum upon- the place, and is followed by 
many interpreters ; for though the- church is, the fchool, and ordinances are 
the mews of inff/PWftionj. y^ thrift is. the teacher who teacheth,' asnoneeife 


can; This, tte^cferch knew* and therefore expected inftiaiftion from him 
in her mother’s fepufe, being there ip the way of-her duty, where perfons may 
more reaibnably look for it. .Now when, Cteift ahd the church are in their 
mother’s hpufe together, he inftrudts her, and ihews her her intereft in dl 
the goods of the houfe ; acquaints her with her work and duty,, and haw Ihe 
ought to bqteve h.erfelf towards him ; he givea fcifne fach marriage-pre¬ 
cepts as thefe, in Pfal- xlv. iQvit* Hearken^ Odough fier^ and confider^ and 
incline thine ear ; forget alfo thine own people-, andthy father's houfe *, fo Jhall 


the king greatly defire thy beauty \ be is thy Lord*, and worfbip thou him. He 
informs her what refpedt and affedtion, homage and obedience he expetted 
from her, and that ftie Ihould not now hanker after her own kindred and re¬ 
lations, being married unto him. 


Now Chrift teaches and inftruris his church and people many ways; as, 1. By 
his fpirit; who bring fent by him, teaches them all things, goes before them, 
and leads, them into all truth, as it is in Jefusv John xiv. 26. and xvi. 13* 2. By 
his minifters 1 who arfe .both fathers, and inftrudtors to ChrifTs. babes, and 


therefore are called ' pajiors' and teachers: Pafiors % as they have the overfight 
of the flock 5 and teachers , as they $re t^ie jnftru&ors inChrift’s fchook ■ 3. By 
the fcriptures ; which are profitable-for dodtrine^yfot reproof-far correction ,/ or 
injtruClion in righteoufnefs ; for there is nothing written there, whether promi- 
fes or do&rines, words of advice and direftiori^of-of exhortatipp’and comfort, 
but what is written for our learning ; that we through patience afid A com f ort °f 
the fcriptures , might have hope , 2 Tim. iii. 16. Rom. xv. 4. 4. By his ordi¬ 

nances ; for as in his church he teaches men his ways, fo he teaches them by 
them,, and in their waiting and ; attending on them. 5. By affliftive provi¬ 
dences ; he fcttietimes takes(the rod, and makes ufe of that to promote his 
peoples learning v when need requires; and bleffed is the man whom lie chafie- 
netb y and thereby teaibefb aut ofi his law, Flal. xciv. 12. ’ ' 

IJI. She promifes him a noble entertainment; I would caufe thee to drink 0 / 
fpiced wine , of the jfiice.of my. pomegranate: This is a different kind of en¬ 
tertainment than what the olifynagogue gate him* who when die found him 
in the ftreet, did nqtktfs him* fhewed no to him* made no profef- 

fion of him, npr did 'any faith upon hial* pay, - .fjefftfftq/ thofc 

who did fo ; flie was fo far from leading and bringing him into the temple, 
which the Jews f here underftand by her mothers. houiV, that Ihe thfuft him 

Rrra out 


4 Targum 8c R . Sot. Jarthi in loc. 
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out of it, and gave him gall fir bis meat, end in his tbirft game him vinegar 
to drink ; or, as one of the evangelifts fays, Mark xv. 2 $. fPfMtmmgled with 
myrrh % which though it is of a lweet fmell, yet is of a bitter but the 
church here promifes him fpiced wine> fuch as was accounted the utoft plea- 
fant and agreeable \ and the. juice of her pomegranate , for her plants Were an 
orchard of pomegranates ; from the fruit of which a delightful juice is fquecaed, 
of which is made a pleafant wine; and the word which is here tranflated^air*, 
fignifies * mufty or new wine \ and Pliny h fpeaks of a wine made of pomegra¬ 
nates •, mention is alfo made of it in the Talmud l > and by Maimonides k : Theft 
forts of wine were, no doubt, accounted the beft, and therefore ihe refolves 
to treat Chrift with them •, by which may be intended, i. The richnefs and 
plenty of this entertainment •, a banquet of wine being accounted the richeft 
banquet: Hence the provifions of grace, under the gofpel, are reprefented 
by it, Ifa. xxv. 6. as are alfo the joys of heaven, Mat. xxvi. 29. But herd 
thefe metaphorical phrafes intend the graces of God's people, which when 
in exercife, are preferred by Chrift, to the richeft wine. 2. The variety of 
it; here are fpiced wine , and wine of pomegranates , different forts of wine 5 
which are exprefiive of the various graces of the fpirit, which are implanted 
in the hearts of Chrift’s people. 3. The delight and pleafure which Chrift takes 
therein ; for even one Angle grace, even that of love , is faid to be better than 
wine , and the fmell of fuch ointments than all fpices \ which delight and plea¬ 
fure is expreffed by his drinking of it. SttChap. iv. 10. and v. x. 

Ver. 3. His left hand Jhould be under my bead ? and his right handJhoutd 
embrace me. 

. ' 1 ' i 

T HESE words may be confidered either, f. As a petition that it might 
be fo, and be read thus *, Let his left handle under my heady &c. Or, 
2. As exprefling her faith, that it Ihould be fo, which fenfe is' favoured by 
our verfion. 3. As declaring her prefent enjoyment of the trierCy which fhe 
had been feeking for, and had faith in, and fo be read, as ih Chap. ii. 6 . where 
they are more largely explained. 

, j 1 

1 Ver. 4. I charge you , O daughters of Jerufaletn x that ye Jlif not up x 
nor erwake my love , until he pleafe . ■ / • i v 

T HESE words are either the words of Chrift Or of his church, who 
having the prefence and company of?. and enjoying communion with 
each other, forbid all interruption, as has been obferved on Chap. ii. 7. where 
the fame words axe ufed, as.they are alfo in Chap, iii; 5. but with this diffe¬ 
rence, 1. The phrafe by the roes and by the binds of tbcfiilcL, which is ufed in the 

-two- 

* . 1 “I ~ : 

* D*DPD titb. ftVi adjxeClcs £ow» fiu, Sep'. Ft muftum malorum granatorum meorum* 

tTmlg. Lai.. De mufto mali punici mco, Cocc. De vino dolci mali granati mei, Ar. Montan. De 
fucco punici mei, Mercer. Et fucco mali punici, Tig. De fcicco mali graaati mei* Beriskppn. 
De fucco malogranatorum, fun. > Lib. 14. c. 26. 1 /T. Sab. Sahfcat, 1 ^ 

* Hikhot Maacolot Afurot, c. t 7 . f u. ■ fifth WOttf Hefi.'ivfai** 

dwv ti»» jm* 9 Sep. Laeva ejus Tub capite meo, ftftg* hat. Ar. Mon {an. ‘ yejeh. Mctur. 

Ctu. 8inilba ejw Lipponatur captfcTneo, Tig. capite met, tpgnin. 
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two forma* texts, is here omitted, not betatife there is lefs vehemency and 
earneftnefs in this charge than in the former~v'for, 2. There is alfo a diffe¬ 
rence in the form of expoftulation, which feems rather to exprefs her ear- 
neftnefs the more ; for the words may be render’d thus % Why will ye Jltr 
up , and why will ye awake , &c. which feems to imply as if fhe was appre- 
henfive that they were about to do it, and that there was danger of it; as 
alfo that it was an unreafonable thing in them to do it, and what would 
be every way as prejudicial to them as it would be to her; and therefore 
they ought to be careful, as well as herfelf, not to difturb him, or provoke 
him to depart. 

Ver. 5. (Who is this that cometh up jrom the wildemefs, leaning 
upon her beloved ?) I raifed thee up under the apple tree j there 
thy mother brought thee forth , there Jhe brought thee forth that 
bare thee. 


I 


N thefe words are, 

I. A queftion, put by way of admiration, concerning the church, who 
is here described, ijl 9 By her afcent out of the wildemefs. 2 dly. By 

her pofture in coming up from thence ; leaning upon her beloved. 

II. Some things averted, either by Chrift or by his church ; I raifed thee 
. up , &c. 

I. Here is a queftion put by way of admiration. Who is this , &c. not 
by the angels, as fome c think j though 5 tis true, they admire the grace that 
is bellowed upon mortal men, and rejoice at the faith and converfion of Tin¬ 
ners but it is much more likely that thefe are the words of the daughters of 
Jerufalem^ who being ftridtly charged in the former verfe, to give no diftur- 
bance to Chrift and his church, who were enjoying communion and fellow- 
fhip with each other, look more earneftly at her, whom Chrift had fo much 
honoured and indulged with fuch nearnefs to himfelf, at which they feem 
aftonilhed and furpnzed. Though others d have confidered them as the 
words of the Jewilh church, wondering at the converfion of the Gentiles, 
and their fudden reception into the embraces of Chrift. Others c have taken 
them to be the words of the bride herfelf, declaring what Chrift laid to her 
when he firft met her, as ihe was coming up from the wildemefs5 or elfe 
fcxprefiing her great love and affettions to Chrift, which appeared by her 
coming out of the wildemefs, forfaking all for him, encountring with all 
difficulties, running all rifques that Ihe might enjoy his company ; and there¬ 
fore fays, Who is this , &c. or where is there another that has done the like, 
or Ihewn the like love to him as I have done •, which is not to be underftood 
as though Ihe boafted in herfelf? for fhe acknowledges that it was by his 
grace and ftrength that Ihe had been enabled to do this, which is expreffed 

in 

b Y"Dyn nav^vyn \** Syugifc Sept, Ne fufcitetis nequt evi- 

gilare faciatis, Vulg. Lat. Quid excitaretis aut quid expergefaceretis, Jun. Bright man. Quid 

C. n ■ 1 ov.lMhC ... n 1. i A avrifolllMC Rj nllirl PVnOffTP fonotic iivi* 
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in the very part wprt^ 4 m»»«* bdmed-, far fht 'eWid-never' have 

been able to confie vp from the VfiWflmefa, had Che not badiikf-latm to lean 
upon: Though they feem rather tci be the words of Cfarift httiflhf; not as 
being ignorant of her, or not fcnowmg who fhe was, but a® adm^fob at the 
graces of-hk-fpirit in her, and efpeciaHy that of fakh figoified 
on her beloved-, as he had admired her love and aSe&ions to hhM;l?kftp|ft£e 
form of fpeech, in Chap . iii, 6. which are there compared to pillars dfjmkt. 

The perlon who is here enquired of and wondered at, is. either ttfte'Gcbi- 
tile church, w-hich, before the gofpel was brought thither, wasirftu£h Htd'a 
delart and wildernefs, to which it is frequently compared in thtfpt&jfflifeei&bf 
Jfaiab •, fee Chap, xxxii. 15, 16. and xxxv. 1, 6. and her coming out of the 
wildernefs ■ may fig-nify her corwerfion to the faith.' of 'Chrift or elfe ‘"the 
fpringing up of a ne.w church may be here intended ; and heeaufe an Arabic 
word is here made ufe of, Brightman thinks it intends the conv^rfion of the 
eafttrn part of the world, Arabia, Perfia, 'Egypt,' Ajfyria, and refer? it to 
the prophecy in lfa. xix. 23, 24, 25. though rather the bride, who is all 
along fpoken of in this fong, is here meant, who had attained to a greater 
degree of faith, and had larger experiences of ChriftVlovc, and was. allowed 
a more intimate communion with him v and is defended here, 

lft, By her afeent from the wildernefs: The Septuagint read the words 
thus, Who is this that cometh up in white f , or. clothed in white? though 
there is nothing in the Hebrew text to favour fuch a verfion, yet this appears 
to be the apparel of the church in other places, efpeciaHy in the book, of 
the Revelation, Chap. iii. 4, 5. and xix. 8. where fhe is Taid to be array'd 
in fine knnen , clean and white ; which fine linnen is faid to be the righteou[nefs 
of the faints, &c> that which Chrift has wrought out for them, and' is by 
an alb-of God's grace imputed to them; for their own righteoufiiefs dotn 
not deferve the name of fine linnen, clean anSwMle, that beirlg, at beft, but 
as filthy rags, and as an unclean thing. Butthfe words arc* better'render'd. 
Who is this that cometh up from tbt Wildernefs ? by which may be intended* 
either her converfioo from a ftate of nature, her 1 bting dafled a^d’chofen 
out of the world,, be her deliverance out of’ fomd igreit afBlClibrt^as the 
faints ar6 laid to com out of great tribulation. Rev. vli. 14. But Or all this, 
fee more on Gbap. iii. 6. \ ] \ : 1 

o.Hy, She i? deferibod by her pofhire, in this her afeent out bf tfie^ifder* 
nefs, leaning upon her beloved-, which is expreffive of much confidenceih him* 
and familiarity with, him, which lhe» alldwecTby' Wfn to u U\ aittl which' flie 
might * J without juftly incurring either Ihtfme or reproach ; for he, on whdfc 
arms fhe leaned, ftood in a near relation to her, ri beihg; both’'her Hufband 
and her hrocher. The word hert tranflated leaning#' only ufr<H'in v this place^ 
and.is differentlyrendered. 1. Sofrte, amongwhiiftearemany inter¬ 

preters, from the ufe of theWord in the Jr able ; ftnguage, fehdtft joinings 
or ajfo cutting, or tlceabgto her beloved. ;1 The church had glv^n up nerf^Ho 
Chnft, to be his for ever; was refolved, through grace to abide with hitf^and 
to go with him whitherfoever he went; that aft of faith in Gtidfe- 


I^albata, Sept. « R. Sol. Tarebi, 
du im it. Dmmid f&mcbi r fit,. Shorn*. r*A. p£H & * 
Ar. Montan . Jun. & Brightman. ■ • 
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which JJt ^ new Teftartient, 2 Cor. viihr5. -is- exprefled by z-givmg up of 
themfcTVes to the Lord, tb fervc, honour and glorify his name, h frequently 
expreffedln the old Teftament, If a. lvi.-3, 6 . Jtr. 1 . 5. by a joining of them^ 
felvcs unto him ; which, when they have done, they cleave unto him with full 
purpofe of hearty refblving with Ruth, that where he goes> they will go ; where, 
he lodges 1 they will lodge ; that his people lhall be their people, and his God 
their GW; nay, that in the ftrength of his grace, they will abide with him, 
and by his intereft, even unto death. 2. Others read the words thus, h rejoic¬ 
ing or delighting herfelf in her beloved ; which fenie the Fulgdte Latin fee ms 
to have a regard to, as well as exprefles the fenfe of our verlion,-' by. reading 
the words thus, deliciis affluent y innixa fuper dileffum fuum y flowing with de¬ 
lights, leaning upon her beloved: As does alfo the Far gum y which thus paba- 
phrafes the words ; and they Jhall delight themfelves in the mercy of the Lord k 
Chrift and his church take mutual delight and pleafure in each other; as fhe 
is fair and pleafant for delights in hisefteem, fo he is in her’s. Saints delight 
themfelves much in taking a view of his perfonal glory, his incomparable 
beauty, tranfeendent excellencies, inexhauftible fulnefs, and unfearchable 
riches; it is not only their duty to rejoice in the Lord always \ but this is in¬ 
terwoven in the very make, frame and conftitution of their fouls, as renewed 
by grace : Hence they arc faid to be the eircumeifion which worfhip God in 
the Jpirit y and rejoice in Chrift JefiiSy and have no confidence in the flejh y Phil, 
iii. 3. 3. The Septuagint render it, 1 ftrengthening herfelf upon her beloved ; 

i. e. being confcious of her own weaknefs and inability to perform the du¬ 
ties of religion, withRand the temptations of fatan, efcape the fnares of this 
world, and hold on and continue in her Chriftian race, fhe applied herfelf to 
Chrift, in whom fhe law" both righteoufnefs and ftrength for her ; and frofn 
whom fhe received both, the one as her clothing, the other as her armour ; 
the one as her title for glory, the other to enable her to hold out until fhe ar¬ 
rived thither. 4. Others k ttanflate the word thus, cafting herfelf upon her be¬ 
loved. Senfible fouls will call themfelves at the feet of Chrift for mercy, 
and into the arms of Chrift for fafety, fhelter and fecurity ; they wiH caft 
their burdens upon the Lord, to be eafed from them by him, who has promifed 
to fuftain them ; and they will caft their care upon him, knowing that he 
caretb for them ; nay, they will venture their fouls upon him, and commit 
the whole affair of their falvation to him; as undoubtedly the church did 
here. 5. Our verfion reads it 1 leaning on her beloved , which is the ufe of the 
w<*d in the .Btbiopic language" 1 : Confidence and truft in our own ftrength, 
wifdpm and righteoufnefs, is fometimes exprefled by leaning thereunto, as in 
Job xvin. 15. Prov . iii. 5V and fo is faith in our Lord Jefus Chrift ; fee Ifa . 
1. 10. By .faith believers lean upon ChrifPs perfon, for their acceptance 
with God; upon his righteoufnefs, for their juftification before him ; upon 
his fulness, for every day’s fupply ; and unto his blood for pardon and clean¬ 
ing; Wfio is fuch prop as will never deceive them, upon which 

they may Venture to tfis whole their .falvation, as it feems tht 

church did here. ■ r >, 

T ' ir - lA 

1 R. David Kimchi , lib. Shoralhrad. Tar gum & Vulg. hat . 1 ilpOnriD 

Cbnfirmans fe, Sept. k Injiciens fe Taper diledum fuum. Cocc . 1 Innitens, Mercer . In- 

ixa, Vulg. hat. Pagnin . Tig. » Vid. Hottingtr . Smegma oriental. 1 . i. c, 6. p. 106. 



496 ^Expoiition */,^' Chap, VIII, 

IL In the following part of this text are fome things aflqftedt either by 
Chrift concerning his church j or elfe, by the church concerning Chrift * / 
rat fed thee up undfr, the apple free , &c. Thefe words may be coafickred as the 
words of Chrift^ fhewing by whom and by what means the church was raifed 
out of her former mean condition, and was brought to that honour and dig¬ 
nity which fhe now enjoy’d. 

ijly Says he, I raifed thee up under the apple tree ; which may either intend 
the work of faith and converfion, which is the quickening or raifing lip a foul 
that is dead in trefpajfes and finsy unto a newnefs of life \ or elfe the awakening 
of a fleepy and drowfy faint. If we confider the words in the former fenfe, 
they will lead us to obferve, i. The ftate and condition that the church was in 
before converfion •, which Chrift, it may be, remarks unto her, to teach her 
humility, that fhe might not be puffed up with fpiritual pride, and forget 
what Ihe once was; fhe was dead in fin, and muft have continued fo, had not 
Chrift railed her up; fhe was like the wretched infant in Ezek. xvi. 5. which 
was cafl out in the open field , to the loathing of its perfon % in the day that it 
was born ; in which condition Chrift found her, beipg like a new born infant, 
thrown under an apple tree, and there left naked and heiplefs; where he took 
companion upon her, and faid unto her, whilft in her bloody live . More¬ 
over, fome regard may be had in this place, unto the manner how flie came 
to be in this condition, which was through Adam and Eve’s eating the forbid¬ 
den fruit, which fome have thought to be the apple ; whereby fin entered into 
the worldy and death by fin: And fo death pajfed upon all men y in whom all have 
finnedy Rom. v. 12. 2. That the work of faith and converfion is a refur- 

reftion from the dead; this is the Jirft refurreftiony which for ever fecures per- 
fons from being hurt by the fecond death ; fee John V\ 25. Rev . xx. 6 . 3. That 
this work belongs to Chrift, is performed by him, and the glory of it to be 
given to him •, I raifed thee upy &c. This work cannot be effedted by the free 
will and power of man, but by the mighty and efficacious grace of Chrift: 
Hence he is fid to be the refur region and the life y John xi. 25. No lefs a 
perfon than he, who faid to Lazarus y Come forth y can raife a dead finner \ 
and no lefs a power muft be exerted in doing this work than was in the refur*- 
redtion of Chrift’s dead body ; fee Eph. i. ig. 4. Chrift’s doing of this work 
upon the hearts of his people, is a very great indication of his love to them 5 
he fpeaks of it here as a peculiar favour done to his church ; fee Eph . ii. 4. 
Jer. xxxi. 3. But, 

If we underftand thefe words of the awakening of her when afleep, they may 
teach us the following things 1. That Ihe was fallen afleep ; which is fome- 
times the cafe of God’s own people, as in Chap . v. 2. 2. That this befel 

her when fhe was under the ordinances, under the lhadow of the apple tree. 
3- That Chrift will not fuffer his people to continue fo, but will, by fome 
means or other awake them out of it. 

2 dly 9 He fays, that there her mother brought her forth 9 &c. Here he ex- 
preffes her converfion by a regeneration, as he had before by a refur- 
redtion, by both which names it is very well known in the new Teftament* 
which work, though it is effected by the grace and fpirit of God, yet the mi- 
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niftrtf of -the word and ordinances are the inflxumental means thereof, which 
Ch fire has placed, continues and blefles in his church for that end. 

But the words feem rather to be the words of the church, fpeaking thefe 
things concerning Chrift ; for though there is nothing in our verfion to deter¬ 
mine the fenfe this way, yet the fuffixes in the Hebrew text being of the maf- 
culine gender, manifeftly fliew that they are fpoken of a man, and not of a 
woman. And, 

ijl, The church fays, that flie raifed Chrift up under the apple tree \ i.e. She 
fitting under the ordinances of the gofpel, which are the lhadow of the apple 
tree, to which Chrift is compared in Chap . ii. 3. and finding no communion 
with him* he being, as it were, afleep all the while, did, by earneft prayer 
and entreaty, at length raife him up ; fo that flie enjoyed a large degree of 
nearnefs to him, and familiarity with him. 

zdly, That there his mother , which is the church, and every true believer, 
fee, Chap . iii. 11. and Mat. xii. 50. brought him forth ; as did, 1. The old 
Teftament-church, who long waited for him, and was often in pain, as a 
woman with child, on that account, until this manchild was born, which was 
at length accompliftied to the joy of all thofe who waited for the confola- 
tion of Ifrael. 2. With much pain did the apoftles bring Chrift forth into the 
Gentile world, by profefling him, preaching his gofpel, and fuffering for his 
fake. Thus did they travail in births until Chrift was formed in the hearts of 
men. * 3. It is with much pain, even like that of a woman in travail, that 
the new birth, or the work of regeneration on the heart, which is no other 
than Chrift formed there, is wrought j all, more or lefs, who are called by 
grace, pafs under a work of the law, which is a killing letter ; which puts 
the foul to a great deal of pain ; pricks it to the heart, and makes it cry out, 
"What fhall I do to be faveu ? 4. The new Teftament-church, which is alfo 

Chrift’s mother, in the exercife of faith and prayer is waiting for his fecond 
coming; nay, is not only looking for it, but is haftening to it, is uneafy, and, 
as it were, like a woman in travail, until he makes his appearance ; which 
lie will fliortly do, through the incefiant and continued cries and intreaties of 
his people. And this may be thfe realon why thephrafe is doubled ; there thy 
mother brought thee forth, i.e. the old Teftament church, who waited for his 
manifeftation in the flefh •, thereJhe brought thee forth that bare thee , i. e. the 
new Teftament-chnrch, which looks for his fecond appearance- R. Aben 
Ezra interprets thefe words of the railing, loofing and bringing forth of the 
king Mdfiah, through the prayers and intreaties of the Jews ; who fancy 
that he now lies bound and faft afleep, but will, e’er long, be awaked and 
loofed through their prayers, and appear for their deliverance from prefent 
exile and captivity. 


Ver. 6. Set me as a feal upon thine heart , as a feal upon thine arm : 
For love is Jlrong as death , jealoufy is cruel as the grave : Fhe coak 
thereof are coals of fire, which hath a mojl vehement fame . 
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fmg his'defire to be fit at a feed up** the heart and arm of his church ; and 
the argument, reafoi) pr motive which he makes life of to prevail upon her 
to grant him this requeft, is taken from the exceeding greatnefs of his affe¬ 
ction to her ; which is compared to the ftrength of death % the cruelty* of the 
grave, and the vehement'y of flaming coals of fire. • 

I. He makes a requeft to her, that he might be fit as a feal, both uponiher 
heart and arm: By which he may intend, 1. An inward and abiding principle 
of love and a fled ion in her towards hurt*' The church’s love to Chrift is high¬ 
ly valued by him, efpecially when it comes from the heart ; for meer expref- 
fionsof love, without an inward principle of it in,thc heart, are not fati9fying 
to him ; for what he requires is, to love him, with all thy hearty and with all 
thy fyaly and with all thy mind. Let us love therefore not in wordy neither in 
tongue, i. e. only, but indeed and in truth ; for this is what he feeks for, and' 
is highly efteemed of by him. 2. A manifeftation of this affeftion to him 
outwardly * it Ihould not only have a place in our hearts, but alfo be fhewn 
by our actions, which Ihould be in conformity to his will; for if ye love me y 
lays he, John xiv. 15. keep my commandments: Chrift Ihould have both our 
lie-arcs and our hands. 3. A conftant remembrance of him, and continual 
looking to him : As ieals worn upon the arm, or in a ring upon the finger, 
are continually in light, and put in remembrance, whofe they are, or whofe 
image they bear ; l'o would Chrift be always in his church’s fight and mind ; 
for we Ihould, as David did, fit the Lord always before us, and continually 
look unto him, which is both pleafant and profitable; pleafant, becaufe we 
behold him full of grace and truth ; and profitable, becaufe we receive from 
him grace for grace. 4. A greater likenefs to him : Conformity to Chrift’s 
image is one great end of predeftination, which is begun in the hearts of his 
people, by his fpirit, is increafed by thofe transforming views he gives them 
of the glory of Chrift’s perfon* and will be compleated in heaven, when they 
fi?all be like him , and fee him as he is. Believers have the image of Chrift in- 
ftamped upon them ; for as they have born the image of the earthy, they Jhall 
aifo bear the image of the heavenly \ which is to have Chrift fet as a feal upon 
the heart and arm, fo as that he leaves an imprefs of his image there, which 
conforms both heart and life unto him, and cannot but be defired by him ; for 
every like loves its like. 5. A clofe adherence to his perfon, gofpel, caufe 
andintereft-, having made an open and publick profefiion of him, we Ihould 
cleave to him with full purpofi of hearty as Ruth did to Naomi , or as a fignet 
does to a man’s right hand, on which it is worn. 6. And laftly. In this re¬ 
queft of Chrift to the church, his defign may be, that fhe might appear to 
be his, and only for his ufe and fervice; as things are known to be fuch a 
man’s property by his mark or feal being upon them, fo the church is known 
to be Chrift’s, by his feal being upon both her heart and arm ; which is him- 
felf, who is inwardly recrived and outwardly profeffed by her ; for whofe ufe 
and fervice all Iheis and has are, being a garden inclofedy a fpring fhut up , a 
fountain fsaled. 

II. The argument, reafon or motive which he makes ufe of to induGe.'iyr 
to take notice of his requeft, is taken from the ardency of his love and affec¬ 
tion to her, which is fignified by thofe feveral following expreffions ; 
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iHe declares that his love to her was ftrong as death ; he loved her fo 
that he died for her ; he preferred her to his own life, and chofe death rather 
than to go without her, which is a full proof and evidence of his lOve fo her, 
and ftiews the exceeding greatnefs of it for, as in Johnxv . 13. Greater Uve 
hath no man than this , that a man lay down his life for his friends ; which 
may very well be improved by him as an argument or reafon why Ihe ihould 
love him again, manifeft that love, bear him continually upon her mind, 
cleave clofe unto his caufe and intereft, feek after a nearer conformity to him, 
as well as referve herfelf and all Ihe had for hisufe and fervice. • 

2 dly, He afferts his jealoufy to be cruel as the grave: By which may be meant, 
either, 1. His zeal for his church’s good and his father’s glory; fo this word 
is fometimes rendered ; fee Ifa . ix. 6. and Ixiii. 15. which zeal of Chrift’s, 
like the inexorable, cruel and devouring grave, confumed his time and ftrength, 
and at laft, his life ; as appears from his own words, ‘The zeal of thine holtfe 
hath eaten me up, PfaL Ixix. 9. He, as the great prophet in Ifrael, ftiewed 
a becoming zeal for the gofpel, which appeared by his warm and lively 
preaching of it, his afliduity and conftancy in it, the frequent and wearifome 
journies he took to do it, the rifqups and dangers he run upon that account *, 
as well as the many miracles he wrought to confirm it, and the care he took to 
free it from calumnies, afperfions and prejudices: He like wife lhewed the 
like zeal for the difcipline of his father’s houfe, as is manifeft from his fevere 
reflections on human traditions, his aflerting the purity of worlhip to be ih 
fpirit and in truth, as alfo his frequent inveighing againft the vice of profef- 
fors; as well as his great courage in clearing the temple from thedefilers of it; 
which heroic aCtion of his, is particularly recorded in John ii. 14, 15, 16, 17. 
which put the difciples in mind of what was before written of him: More¬ 
over his zeal was no lefs fervent for the falvation of his people, and the glo¬ 
ry of his father, concerned therein * which plainly difcovered itfelf in his vo¬ 
luntary affumption of human nature, and chearful fubmiflion to the death of 
the crofs, on their account: Or elfe, 2. By it may be meant his vengeancd of) 
his and their enemies; in this fenfe the word is ufed. Dent. xxix. ioV Ifa . 
lix. 17. what was a day of grace and* falvation to his people was a day of 
vengeance to his enemies ; for no fooner was 'the year of his redeemed come, 
but the day of vengeance was in his heart, which he totecuted upon therfi with¬ 
out any mercy, pity or companion ; his jealoufy or vengehnee Wat cruel a s'the 
grave ; he fpared them not •, he made an end of fin, aboliftted'. death, dc- 
ftroyed fatan, and fpoiled principalities ahd powers. Or elfe, 3; By it v nVa^ 
be meant, the jealoufy which he juftly entertains of his peopled faith in Kim 1 , 
love and duty to him •, : 'Who frequently turn afide frdm him to*‘other Iove?£ 
of which he often complains, being jealotis over them 'With i godly jedloufy 
which is no other than the height of his love and affeCtion ttrtheni i tHCre W- 
ing nothing that he is more anxioufly 'concerned fofc'fcrid jealous of tilin'the 
faith, love and obedience of his people, ‘left they (hoiHU be gi ven to any other 1 -:' 

ji/v, This ftrong affe&ion of his to ;his church;' he c6mpares wfddlf tf 
fire , which hath a moft vthtmentfltprre ; by wfiich he would*'fjmiify, th'C jir^h'W 
and vehemency of his love v how> torturing it was' to him 1 * hn’c? 1 fttfw 
he was until he had given it vent: Thus the prophet Jeremy, Chap. xx. 9. 
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being reviled and reproached for prophefying in the name of God, made a 
resolution, not to make mention of him, nor Jpeak any more in bis name. But, 
fays he, bis word was in mine heart , as a burning fire fijut up in my bones, and 
J was weary with forbearing , and I could not flay. So Chrift’s love was like 
burning coals of fire in his bofoni, which gave him much uneafinefs until he 
had given it vent, as appears from Luke xii. 50. I have, fays he, a baptifm, 
meaning his death and fufferings, to be baptized with, and how am IJlraigbtned, 
diftreflfed, tortured and uneafy, till it be accompiifbed. And now this zeal of 
Chrift’s for the falvation of his church, his vengeance upon her enemies, his 
anxious concern that her faith, love and obedience might not be alienated from- 
him, as alfo his uneafinefs until her falvation was accomplillied, may well be 
vifed by him, as fo many arguments to prevail upon her to grant him the 
abovefaid requeft. Thus much for the firft fenfe of the words, as they, may 
be confidered as the words of Chrift to the church ; but the generality of inter¬ 
preters underftand them as the words of the church, requefting of Chrift 
that he would fet her as a feal, both upon his heart and arm, becaufe of the 
greatnefs of that love which fhe bore to him, which fhe compares to death, 
the grave and coals of fire. And this I take to be the moft genuine fenfe of 
them, as being moft agreeable to the fuffixes in the Hebrew text ; I fhall 
confider it much in the fame method as I did the former. And* 

Firft, The church requefts of Chrift that he would fet her as a feal upon his 
heart , and as a feal upon his arm ; in which (he may defire, 1. Nearnefs to him, 
as a feal mu ft be near that is worn next the heart or upon the arm.. The 
faints are a people near unto the Lord ; with refpedt to union, they are members 
of his body, of his flefh and of his bones . Chrift and believers are like the old 
primitive Chriftians, of one heart and of one foul ; and they would be near to 
him, with refpedt to communion ; they would not only with Job, come even 
to his feat, but alfo into his arms, would lie in his bofom, nay, are not con- 
rent without a place in his heart. 2. She fcems to be defirous of abiding in 
Chrift’s heart, and that (he might be as a fignet upon his arm, from whence 
lhe might never be removed, but there always continue; of which believers 
may be affured, though they are often attended with fears about it; for, as 
in Pfal. exxv. 1. They that truft in the Lord fhall be as mount Zion, which cannot 
be removed , but abidetb for ever ; they can never be removed from off Chrift’s 
heart, on which they always are; nor out of his arms, in which they are continu¬ 
ally inclofed; for they fhall never perifh, neither fhall any man pluck them out of his 
band . 3. She defires a (hare in his heart’s love and affedtion, and that (he might 
be valued and efteemed by him as a fignet upon his right-hand ; fee Jer . 
xxii. 24. Hag . ii. 23. for there is nothing more defirable to believers than the 
love of Chrift, and the difeoveries of it; for his loving kindnefs is letter than 
life ; may they but have a fhare in Chrift, an intereft in his favour, be but 
valued and efteemed by him, they care not how they ftand in the world’s 
efteem, what they fay of them, or can do unto them. 4. She feeks for a 
continuance of his love, which may be depended on ; for having loved his own, 
which were in the world, he loved them unto the end, John xiii. 1. Chrift’s 
love is like himfelf, the fame yejlerday, to day , and for ever ; from whence it 
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is impoflible that any reparation fhould ever be made. 5. She alfo wanted 
and fought after an afliirance of Chrift’s love, which is the fpirit’s work, and 
is exprefled by fealing in fcripture •, fee Epb. i. 13. and iv. 30. which he per¬ 
forms either more generally, by chat work of grace which he has begun, and 
is carrying on in the hearts of believers ; for from his drawing of them to 
Chrift with loving kindnefs , they may conclude and be affured of their intereft 
in his everlafting love ; or elfe more particularly by fome fpeciaj teftimony of 
his which he bears together with their fpirits, that they are t\}c children of 
God. 6. In this requeft lhe like wife prefies after a manifeftation of this love 
to her foul, by the arm of his almighty power, delivering hej.out of all 
temptations, and fupporting and bearing her up under all afflictions, trials 
and exercifes ; which had wrought out falvation for her, and had plucked her 
as a brand out of the burning. 7. She defires a continual remembrance of him* 
and feems to allude to the high-prieft, who had the names of the children of 
Jfrael engraven like the engravings of a fignet upon precious (tones; which, 
were born by him, both upon his (boulders, and upon his heart, for a memo¬ 
rial before the Lord continually ; which was b typical of Chrift, our great high- 
prieft, who reprefented the perfons of all the eled, upon the crofs, and now 
bears them upon his heart before the throne, in heaven, whither he is gone 
to appear in the prefence of God for us. 8. She defires to be always in his 
fight, and under his care and infpedion, as his people always are; for they’ 
are graven upon the palms of his bands , and their walls are continually before' 
him : They are as the apple of his eye, his jewels and peculiar treafure which 
he has his eye always upon, and continually watches over, left they fhould be 
loft, or any hurt come unto them. 

Secondly , The reafon of this requeft of her’s, fhe declares to be the ex¬ 
ceeding greatnefs of her love unto him ; which fhe compares to death for its 
ftrength, to the grave for its cruelty, and to burning coals of fire for its infa- 
tiable and devouring nature. 

1 ft. She afferts her love to Chrift to be as Jlrongas death ; the meaning of 
which is, 1. That as death conquers all, kings and peafants, high and low, 
rich and poor, bond and free, young and old, weak or ftrong *, there is no 
difputing his authority, or controuling his power, but all ranks and degrees 
of men muft, whether they will or no, be fubjed to him, the king of terrors y 
io her love to Chrift overcame all things, and furmounted all difficulties 
which flood in the way of her enjoying him ; fhe could part with, and bear 
all or any thing for the fake of Chrift; father, mother, wife and children* 
houfes and lands, a good name, credit and reputation, are notlung to the be¬ 
liever, in comparifon of Chrift, which he chearfully quits when they ftar\d’ 
in competition with him ; nay, things that are the moft affrightful in nature, 
cannot fcare him from Chrift, nor feparate him from the love of him ; fuch 
as tribulation , difirefs , perfection , famine , ncikednefs y peril and fword ; for in 
all thefe things he is more than a conqueror , through Chrift that has loved him.. 
Perfect love cajls out fear y it dreads nothing, runs all rilques, encoun¬ 
ters, and furmounts all difficulties, that it may enjoy the objed loved. v 2. 
As her love, like death, had conquered all things, fo fhe herfelf was cqn* 

quered ; 

* Scp v more. of this in my fermon, called Lwi'iUrim and Tbummim found with Cbrifi.. 
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-qucred by It % it had wounded her lore ; fo that (he. was, r as one gafping, 
panting, dying, juft ready to expire, unlefs fhe had the ^gjic and enjoy¬ 
ment of him, whom flie loved.* 3. Such was her love to Chrift, that death 
it felt was nothing to her, lb that Ihe might but win Chrift , and be found 
in him. The book of martyrs turnifhes us. with many inftances of thole 
bold, daring'and heroic lovers, who loved not their lives unto tb^^eatb, 
for the fake of Jefus; the molt exquifite torments and molt cruel.deaths 
they have been put to, have rather inflamed, than leffened their love to 
Chrift; fo that their Jove to him has not only been as ftteng, but even 
ftrongiT fhai deaftfif^ tier .meaning may be, that love had fo capti¬ 
vated her, and worked io powerfully in her, that Ihe was as a dead carcafr, 
that might be moved and. drawn by him whitherfoever he pleafed ; the love 
of Chri/t conflrained her to live to him, and not to herfelf ; for love, as one d 
cxprelTes it, ris a kind of a civil death: Lovers rather live at the will and plea- 
fure of others whom they love, than at their own ; and fo the church did 
here, for a frown or an angry look, or word from Chrift, was as death un¬ 
to her. 

^ f . .... , 

2 dly > She fays, that her jealoufy was cruel as the grave: By which may *be 
meant, 1. Jealoufy of Chrift’s love unto her, either as it intends the height 
of love, love at its ax/** ; or elfe that evil groundlds fufpicion of not en¬ 
joying another’s love, or of having a rival in it, which Solomon calls, Prov . 
vi. 34, 35. the rage of a man\ and may be faid to be cruel as the grave -, 
for fuch an one, he will not fpare in the day of vengeance : He will not regard 
any ranfom ; neither will he reft content , though thou givefl many gifts . 
Now if jealoufy is taken in this fenfe here, it intends thofe fits of unbelief, 
which fometimes attend the people of God; who are .often jealous of 
Chrift’s love to them, and ready to fufped his regard for. them ; which ex¬ 
ceedingly tortures and afflids them, and muft. not be reckoned their ex¬ 
cellency, but their weaknefs; for of all people in the world they have the 
leaft reafon to entertain fuch thoughts of him. 2. By it may be meant, the 
envy of the wicked againft the faints, which is very great; for they would, 
as much as in them lies, deprive them of the common rights and liberties of 
mankind, as welPas dqbpr them the free enjoyment of their religious exercifes ; 
which is a great affliction to the people of God ; for, Prov . xxvii. 4. wrath is 
cruel 9 and anger is outragious: But who is able to Jland before envy 9 or jealoufy? 
it is the lame word which is here ufed. In this fenfe the Targum or Chaldee 
paraphrafe on our text underftands it. Or, 3. By it may be meant her zeal 
for Chrift, his gofpel, caufe and intereft : Thus Elijah is faid to be, 1 Kings 
xix. 10 .jealous for the Lord of hofts 9 i. e. zealoufly atfeded to him, and con¬ 
cerned for his glory; which like the grave, is of a devouring and confuming 
nature ; for, fays David, Pfal. cxix. 139. My zeal bath confumed me ; becaufc 
mine enemies have forgotten thy words . 

3 dly t She exprefles the ardency and vehemency of her love and zeal for 
Chrift, by comparing them to coals of fire ; and it may be for thefe follow¬ 
ing reafons: 1. In coals of fire there is light; fo there is in the church?*; 
love to and zeal for Chrift; for though fhe believes in, and has love £qj| an 
unfeen Chrift, yet not for an unknown Chrift, for ignoti nulla cupido ; her 

zeal 

c Omnia vir.cit amor, £*nos cedamus amori, Virgil. d Sanftius in loc. 
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zeal is not a blind, mifguided zeal, but is according to knowledge. 2. In 
coals of fire there is heat as well as light: ’Tis true, fometimes the love of 
God’s people waxeth cold, through the prevalency of corruption, and the 
cares of the world *, it is like coals of fire covered with alhes, which feem to 
have no life nor heat in them ; but then at other times it is rekindled, and re¬ 
inflamed by the fpirit, either under the hearing of the word, or in meditation 
upon the glory of Ch rift’s perfon, love and grace; My hearty fays Davids 
Pfal. xxxix. 3. was hot within me, while I was mufing , the jive burned : Then 
fpake 1 with my tongue . Nothing fooner raifes it into a flame than fellowfhip 
and communion with Chrifl Jefus, agreeable to what the difciples faid to one 
another, Luke xxiv. 32. Bid not our hearts hum within us, while he talked 
with us by the way, and while he opened to us the fcriptures? Again, though 
they are fome.times cold, lukewarm and indifferent in their frames, yet at 
other times they are fervent in fpirit , fcrving the Lord. 3. Fire is infatiable; 
it is one of thofe four things which fay not, it is enough, Prov. xxx. 16. fo is 
love, for it would always have more of Chrift * it is never fatisfied with com¬ 
munion with him, but like the horfeleech, at the vein, continually crying. Give, 
give : And for tne fame reafon love is compared to death > and jealoufy to the 
grave , in the preceding fentences. See Hab. ii. 5. 

Moreover, thefe coals of fire are faid to have d mofi vehement flame ; or as it 
is in the Hebrew text 6 , the flame of Jab, or Jehovah: By which is meant, 
either, (1.) An exceeding great or moft vehement flame, as our tranflators 
have well rendered it; for when the Hebrews would exprefs the fuperlative 
degree, they fometimes ufe fome one or other of the names of God ; as moun¬ 
tains of God, and cedars of God , for moft high mountains, and moft excellent 
cedars. Or, (2.) It may mean a flame that is kindled f by the Lord j for it 
is by the fpirit of the Lord, who is compared to fire in fcripture, that this 
flame of love is firft kindled in our fouls. Or, (3.) It may be in allufion to 
the fire upon the altar of burnt offerings, which was always kept alive, and 
fo a fit emblem of love, vhich is of an abiding nature ; fee Lev . vi. 12. and 
ix. 24. and can never be extinguifhed, as is exprelfed in the following words. 

Ver. 7. Many waters cannot quench love , neither can the floods drown 
it: If a man would give all the fubflance of his houfe fqr love, it 
would utterly be. contemned\ 

JN thefe words are fome further commendations of love \ which, 

I. Is reprefen ted as inextinguifliable and infuperable; Many waters cannot 
quench it, neither can the floods drown it. 

II. As exceeding valuable and ineftimable ; If a man would give all the flub- 
fiance of bis houfe for it, it would utterly be contemned. Which may be un- 
derftood, either of Chrift’s love to his church, or of the church’s love to 
Chrift \ for as thefe words ftand connefted with the former, and are 
ipoken by the fame perfon, they muft be interpreted the fame way: and 

, .. . , . I Ml 

e rVrQH 7 ^* Flamma domini, Mercer. Jr. Motitan. Vaftahtis flamme domini, Brightman >. 
Flammxque divine, Jun. Flamma Dei, Cocc. Tig. Flamma vehcmentiflima, Pagnin . 
r Cujus carbones funt igniti a flamma Dei, Tig. 
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An Exposition of the Chap. VIII. 


I (hall firft confider them as they may be exprcllive of the,excellency of 
Chrift’s love* Which, 


I. Is inextHlguifhable and infuperable ; it cannot be quenched by many zva~ 
ters , nor drowned by all the floods. 

lft. Of fin and corruption, which have overflowed all human nature •, for 
all have finned and come jhort of the glory of God . Sin, like a mighty torrent, 
or rather inundation, has entered into the world , and brought death along with 
it, upon all the pofterity of Adam it has drowned them in deftruftion and 
perdition, as all hurtful and foolifh lufls do. Now the eleCt of God themfelves 
are not exempted from this umverfal deluge $ but though thefe waters of fin 
have come into their fouls, and over-run all the powers and faculties thereof .-, 
yet they have not exftinguifhed Chrilt's love cowards them nor in the lead 
alienated his affections from them. It is true, when he firft loved them, he 
faw them in all that glory and perfection which his father defigned to bring 
them to, and which they will appear in, in another world > yet when the 
great council was held concerning their redemption, they were prefented to 
him as plunged into the depths of fin and mifery, which was fo far from fet¬ 
ing his heart againft them, that it rather moved his pity and compaffion for 
them, and gave him an opportunity of lhewing the exceeding greatnefs of 
his love towards them ; for upon this he readily and chearfully became their 
furety, engaged to alTume their nature, lay down his life for them, and 
thereby fatisfy law and juftice in their room and ftead \ all which agreements 
were, to a tittle, made good by him, in the fulnefs of time, lor all the eleCt 
of God, notwithftanding their after-fall in Adam, and their aCtual rebellion 
againft him, as they appeared upon the ftage of the world \ nay, though 
their innumerable evils compqffed him about like floods of water, and brought 
death r v and the curfe upon him ; thefe being imputed to him, and laid upon 
liim by his father, and with which, Handing charged by divine juftice, he 
fuffered to the uttermoft that they deferved yet his love continued the 
fame towards his people ; for having loved his own, which were in the world, 
be loved them to the end , John xiii. i. For, 

2 dly, By thefe waters and floods , may be meant the feveral afflictions and 
fufferings which Chrift underwent for the fins of his own people, by which 
they are exprefs’d, Pfal. lxix. i, 2. where Chrift is introduced thus fpeaking. 
Save me, 0 God , for the waters are come in unto my foul. Ifink in deep mire, 
where there is no ftanding: lam come into deep waters , where the floods overflow 
me. Henceitis that his fufferings arc called a baptifm, in Luke x ii. 50. Under 
which may be comprehended thefe following things : 1. The floods of ungodly 
men , which compaffed him about •, lbme of which reviled him, others fpit up¬ 
on him, others buffeted him, others crucified him, and pierced his hands, 
feet and fide; yet his love to his people remained firm and unconquerable. 
Nay, though the whole infernal poffe of devils was let loofe upon him, and 
exercifed all their rage and cunning 5 yet as neither life nor death , i. e. all 
his fufferings, both in life and death, could feparate his people from his love, 
fo neither could angels, wickdl angels, nor principalities and powers. 2. 
Floods of reproaches ware poured into his bofom on the account of his birth, 
parentage and education, his publick miniftry, the miracles which he wrought. 



Ver. 7# SONG ^ SONGS, 505 

and the free, Courteous and affable convention he ufed with finners : He was 
fpit upon in Pilate's hall, and mocked at when upon the crofs in the utmoft: 
mifery ; yet he bore all this contradiction of finners againjt bimfelf, with 
an uncommon patience, defpifing all the fhame that attended thefe re¬ 
proaches, for the joy that was fet before him y of having all his people 
with him in glory. 3. The vials of his father’s wrath were alfo poured forth 
upon him ; for though as God^s fon he was always the objett of his love, yet 
as the finners furety, fuffering in their room and ftead, he was caft off and 
abhorred \ for God was wroth with his anointed or Meffiah ; terrors took hold 
on him as waters ; when only fome few drops of divine wrath Fell upon him, 
he began to be fore amazed , and to be very heavy ; his foul became exceeding for- 
rowful unto death ; his fweat was as it were great drops of* blood falling down 
to the ground ; then was it that the waters began to come into his fouf which 
kept flowing in until the meafure was quite filled up ; yet all thefe waters 
and floods could not quench or drown his love towards his people ; his affec¬ 
tions to them, as well as his regard to his father’s will in their falvation, con¬ 
tinued the fame as appears from thofe words of his to his father, in the 
inidft of his agony, not my will , but thine be done . 4. All the forrows and 

fufferings of Chrift, from his cradle to his crofs, may be included herein ; 
for his whole life was one continued feries of fuffering, which ended in an ac- 
curfed and ignominious death, to which he voluntarily fubmitted ; that fo 
his people might be fet free by juftice, and delivered from death and con¬ 
demnation. 

3^/y, As the love of Chrift cannot be extinguifhed and overcome by all the 
waters, and all the floods of fin and corruption in them, nor by all the for¬ 
rows and fufferings which he has underwent in his own perfon, for their fins; 
fo neither can it, by all the water-floods and billows of fufferings and afflic¬ 
tions which pafs over his members ; thefe indeed make them appear mean 
and abjedl in the eye of the world, and render them the objedl of their fcom 
and contempt: Yet neverthelefs, though the fun of perfecution has looked 
upon them, and made them blacky they are comely in Chrift’s eye; his heart 
is not fet againft them, nor his love alienated from them upon that account; 
for when they pafs through fuch waters , he will be with them ; nay, he chufes , 
approves of, and delights in them, when in the furnace of affliction^ and will 
purify them thereby : So that though they have lain among the pots y and are 
become black and footy; yet they fhall be as the wings of a dove y covered 
with j\lver , and her feathers with yellow gold, Pial. lxviiu 13. 

II. This love of Chrift to his church, is alfo ; exceeding valuable and inefti- 
mable : If a man would give all the fubftance of his houfe for it, it would utterly 
be contemned . For, 1. This is not to- be procured by money ; if any Ihould 
offer to purchafe the favour of Chrift at any fuch rate, he would be treated 
with the utmoft contempt, as Simon Magus was by the apoftles, of whom 
he would have bought the gift of the Holy Ghoft with money; to whom Pe¬ 
ter faid, ACts viii. 18, 19, 20. Thy money perijh with tbee y becaufe thou haft 
thought that the gift of God may be purchafed with money. Chrift and his love 
are of greater value than to be obtained in fuch a manner; for not only the 
fabftance of a Angle perfon’s houfe, but even the riches of the whole world, 

T11 .. ‘ and: 
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and the moft precious things in nature, are not equalto’&em* Sce^ 
xxviii. 12, 13, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19. Prov . viii. 11, 19. ^.J^ches will 
not entitle men to the love and favour of Chrift •, he doe? not regard them 
on the account of thefe; though, perhaps, too many, like Haman^t apt 
to fay, EJlb . vi. 6. To whom would the king delight to do honour ,, more tk$n to 
uiyfilf ? and fo trujl in their wealth , and boafl tbemfelves in the multitude of 
their riches , to a negleft of divine providence, and concern about their im¬ 
mortal fouls i fuch would do well to confider, that not many noble are called* 
but God tilth chofen the poor of this world , whom it has pleafed him that the 
gofpcl fhould be preached unto. 3. Riches will not procure Chrift’s love, 
favour and regard, either at the hour of death, or in the day of judgment j 
when he takes thee away with his Jtroke , i. e. of death, then a great ranfom 
cannot deliver thee\ all thy bags of money will not buy off thy life one hour, 
much lefs fecure his favour to eternity ; for, Will he ejleem thy riches ? No , 
nor gold , ncr all the forces of Jlrength , Job xxxvi. 19, 20. which will be much 
the lame cafe at the day of judgment j for the righteous judge who will 
then fit upon the bench, will not be bribed, nor can his favour be procured by 
any fuch methods: Riches prof t not in the day of wrath \ for if a man gain 
the whole world , and lofe his own foul , there will be no recovering it; for 
nothing can be given or will be taken in exchange for it. 4. Therefore the 
love and favour of Chrift Ihould be preferred by us to all temporal enjoy¬ 
ments i for if his loving kindnefs is better than life , then it is better than all 
the temporal comforts and enjoyments of it. We fhould not covet to have 
our portion here, nor boaft ourlelves of our wifdom, ftrength or riches, but 
glory in this, that we know the Lord, who exercifeth loving kindnefs in the 
earth. Thus much may fuftice for the firft fenfe of the words. I fhall now 
proceed to confider them as they may be expreflive of the church’s love to 
Chrift, which alfo is, 

T/r^,Inextinguifhable and infuperable *, it cannot be quenched nor drowned by 
many water /, or all the floods ; 1. Of wicked and ungodly men, the people and 
nations of the world, who are frequently compared to many waters *, fee lfa • 
xvii. 12, 13. Rev . xvii. 1, 15. and fo moft of the a Jewifti writers under- 
ftand them here. For the nations of the world, and the great men thereof, 
have not been able, either by force or flattery, by cruel edidts or fair pro- 
mifes, to alienate the church’s love from Chrift, or tempt her to defert his 
caufe and intereft. 2. It cannot be quenched nor droymed* by all the waters 
and floods of perfecutions, b which wicked men, by the inftigation of fatan, 
have brought upon the people of God. Thus we read, in ]Rev. xii. 15. that 
the ferpent , which is the devil, cafl out of bis mouth water as a floods after the 
woman % which is the church, that be might caufe her to be carried away of it: 
By which flood caft out of the ferpent’s mouth, my ft be meant, either a 
flood of herefies brought into the church tp difturb her, and 4taw herpfF 
from Chnft, her head, through the cunning craft of fatan; qj ^Ife, a flood 
of perfecutions introduced by wicked arid ungodly men, through hi$ uriH-* 
gation, in order to affright, fcare and turn her afide from the pure y/fflgrfof 
Chrift, but all in vain; for* Rom. vni. 35, 37. Who fhall feparate us 

* love 

• Targum, Shirhaflurim Rabba, R. Sol. Jarchi & R. Aben Ezra Sc Yalfcuc in lot, Shemoth 
Rabba, far aft? % 49. * So R. AUhechinlec. 
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love of Cbrift ? Shall tribulation, or diftrefs, or perfecution^ or famine, or naked- 
nefs , dfc peril, or fwofd ? nay, in all tkefe things we are more than conquerors 
through him that loved us. Nay, death itfelf, attended with the moft ex- 
quifite torments and barbarous cruelties that hell can devife, cannot do it; 
for faints count not their lives dear to themfelves, fo they may but finifh their 
courfe with joy, and bear a noble teftimony to the gofpel of the grace of God. 
3. The love of believers to Chrift is not quenched or drowned by all the wa¬ 
ters and floods of afflittion which God is pleafed to bring upon them *, they 
generally have a large fhare of them ; waters of a full cup are wrung out un - 
to them : Yet thefe, though they, are not joyous , but grievous , do not alienate 
their affedtions from Chrift, but rather fix them more ftrongty on him ; 
whilft they view all their afflictions, as covenant-mercies, theeffedlsof wii- 
dom, love, and faithfulnefs, and defigned for their good, profit and advan¬ 
tage. 4. Neither can their love be quenched or drowned by the many wa¬ 
ters and floods of their own fins and corruptions : It is true, thefe are moft 
likely to extinguilh this fire and flame above all things elfe, and often do 
ftrike a damp upon it; for through the aboundings of iniquity , love often¬ 
times waxeth. cold ; but yet it is not quenched and drowned * there may be a 
leaving the firjl love-, lome degrees of heat in it may be remitted, but there 
is no fuch thing as lofing the grace of love intirely; for it is an immortal 
feed, of a lading, yea, of an everlafting nature. 5. Nor can it be quenched 
or drowned by all the waters and floods of fatan’s temptations; this enemy of 
believers oftentimes comes in like a flood upon them, by filling their fouls with 
blafphemous thoughts, vile fuggeftions, and wicked infinuations, in all en¬ 
deavouring to draw off their love, and alienate their affections from Chrift ; 
which he lometimes attempts by fair words, {hewing them all the kingdoms of 
the world , and the glory of them, as he did Chrift, and promifing to give them 
to them, which is more than he can perform, if they will but turn their backs 
on Chrift, and his ways; at other times, he fets before them all the hard- 
{hips, difficulties, reproaches and perfecutions, which they will be expofed 
unto, if they perfift therein •, and yet all thefe floods cannot quench nor drown 
their love to Chrift. Nor, 6. Can this be effedted by divine defertions, which 
are compared to waves , billdws and waterfpouts , Pfal. xlii. 5, 6, 7. For 
though thefe much weaken the faith, and difturb the peace of God’s chil¬ 
dren, yet they do not deftroy their love. Chrift’s abfence gives much un- 
eafinefs to believers, brings much darknefs upon them, and raifes many 
doubts, fears and mifgivings of heart in them ; they cannot, it may be, fay 
at fuch times with the church, My beloved is mine and I am his ; yet they 
can fay with her, when in the fame condition wich them. Saw ye him whom 
my foul loveth? 7. The terrors of the law, and the apprehenfions of God's 
wrath, which believers are fometimes filled with, are fet forth by waves and 
floods of water, in Pfal. lxxxviii. 6, 7, 15, 16, 17. under which, though 
there may be but little faith and lefs joy •, yet there may be much love to 
Chrift, great longings and earneft defires after the enjoyment of his prefence, 
as appears from the cafe of the Pfaltnijb , no\tf referred to. 8. And laftly, All 
the hardfhips, difficulties., preflures and reproaches, which may attend be¬ 
lievers in their Chriftian race, are fo far from deftroying their love to, and 

T t t 2 - alien- 
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alienating their affeftionj from Chrift, that they do but ipg%r endear him 
the more unto them, and make heaven, and the enjoymehsedf Chrift there 
the more defirable to them now, and the more welcome to themefcreafrer. 

Secondly, This love of believers to Chrift, is exceeding valuable ip:for if a 
man would give all the fubftance of bis boufe for it, it would utterly be contemned: 
For, i. This is not to be bought with money, no more than the JloVe of 
Chrift is ; no gift nor grace of the fpirit can be procured any fuch way.’iJt is 
true, grace is compared to gold tried in the fire, which we are advifed \o buy of 
Chrift; but then itiS' to be bought without money, and without price. 2. As 
this grace cannot be bought with money, fo neither will it be parted with for 
it. A Judas, indeed, for thirty pieces of filver forfook his matter, and be¬ 
trayed him into his enemies hands, as Demas alfo deferted the apoftles, and 
caufeof Chrift, having loved this prefetit world ; but thefe things cannot pre¬ 
vail upon true believers to do the like. For, 3. The offers of a man’s whole 
eftate, nay, of the riches of the Indies , or vaft treafurcs of the whole globe, 
if made on terms and conditions of parting witlv L Chrift, or deferring his 
caule and intereft, would be treated with the utmoft difdain and contempt; 
they would utterly be contemned , or in defpifmg they would defpife it; as the words 
may be read from the Hebrew cext. For, 4. The things of this world appear 
but mean in the believer’s eye, who counts all things but lofs and dung , for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Chrift Jefus: Nay, he is willing to part with 
all for thrift, and does, when called to it, take joyfully the fpoilmg of hi$ 
goods, knowing that he has in heaven a better and a snore enduring fubftance. 5.The 
fenfe of this claufe is thus given by fome c ; that thofe who l'pend their fub¬ 
ftance, their time, their ftrength, nay, their very lives, for the love they 
bear to God, Chrift, his ways, caufe and intereft, are but laughed at, de- 
fpiied and fet at nought by thofe who are deftitute of it; which fenfe is fa¬ 
voured by the Septuagint verfion, which renders the words thus •>, If a man 
•would give all bis living away in love, or charity, in defpifmg they would defpife 
him. Now the conftaocy and infuperablenefs of this precious and valuable 
grace of love in her foul to Chrift, is improved by the church to obtain the 
former requeft ; fet me as a feal upon thine heart, &c. for my foul is all in 
flames of love for. thee, which cannot be extinguifhed by all I fuffer on, thy 
account, nor will be parted with for all that the world .can give me ; which 
love of her’s difeovers itfelf, not only in a regard to Chrift, but alfo in a con¬ 
cern for others, as appears from the following words. 
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Ver. 8. We have a little fifler $ and Jhe bath no breajls : What Jhall. 
we do for cur jijler , in the day when Jhe flail be fpoken for ? 

T HESE are either the words of the daughters ofjerufalem , who were 
concerned for the welfare of the church i or elie of Chrift, beipg foli- 
citous for the converfion of theeledfc uncalled ; or rather of thq church, who, 

, , having; 

c So Theodore: in BP. Patrick in loc. d T) IfD’ tU PDHW TffJ HU 71) /IK 

rrv ok Heb. 'Ear ‘atrip Trctfla rot 9 "aVlo tr tv ay civil t l£u£tru<T£i Z%8$(vcdffi3a , rt 
Sept, i dederit vir omnem fubftamiam domtis fa* in dile&icne, contemnendoconteninaoM*%um, 
jfr. b'ontan. Pro dilec^ipne quafi nihil ddpiciet eum, Vulg.Lat . Pro amor?* Fro 

hoc amore, Jun. Bright matt, M(rctr» 
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having iDitfce preceding verfes difcovered a very ftrong affeftion to Chrift, 
here figaifies her hearty concern for the good of -others, which go under 
the appellation of a little fifter : By whom may be meant, either the uncon¬ 
verted ele£t in general; or elfe fome new church that was to be fet up in 
fome certain age or period of time *, or rather the whole Gentile church, who 
is called fo by.the Jewilh church : So that they feem to be the words of the 
old Jewiflh church, fignifying her affeftion to and concern-! for, the Gentile 
church, which was then uncalled: In which may be obferyed, 

I. That the .Jewilh church afferts and owns the relation thatthe Gentile 
church ftood in, both to her and Chrift, at the prefent ■ tini£ £ We have 
a little fifier . 

II. She describes her, iy?. By her being little, idly , By her having nobreafts . 

III. She manifefts her concern for her; what jball we do for our fifter in the 
day when rfhsfo all be fpoken for ? 

I. The old Jewifh church afferts and owns the relation, in which the Gen¬ 
tile church, though uncalled, ftood in, both to her and Chrift ; We have a 
little fifter : I tv which may be confrdered, i ft> In what fenfe the Gentile, 
church is fifter to the Jewifti church, idly , How Ihe appears to Hand in the 
lame relation to Chrift. 3 dly r How fhe could be faid to be fo at that prefent 
time. 

1 ft. The Gentile church may be faid to be a fifter to the Jewifh church, 
for thefe following reafons *, 1. In a more general fenfe, becaufe Jews and 
Gentiles are both of one and the fame blood ; for God hath made of one blood 
all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earthy A£ts xvii. 26. 
2. On the account of their being neighbours: Thus Samaria and Sodom are 
faid to be fillers to Jerufalem \ the one the elder, the other the younger, EzeL 
xvi. 46. 3. Becaufe in a fpiritual lenfe, thole who are Chrift’s, whether they 
be Jews or Gentiles, are Abraham' s feed, Gal . iii. 28, 29. 4. The eleft of 
God, whether among the Jews or Gentiles, belong unto, and are interefted 
in one and the fame covenant of grace, Ifa. xlii. 6. and xlix. 6. 5. Believers 

in Chrift, of either race^ are ^btuof one and the fame father, brought up in 
one and the fame family, and ale heirs together of the grace of life, Epb. 
ii. 19. and iv. 4. 6. Chrift ftands ift the relation of an elder brother to the 

Gentile, as well as to the Jewilh church, and therefore thefe two muft be 
fillers, Rom. vm. 29. ‘ 7: The ch.urch catholic or uhiverfal, with refpeft to 
its feveral parts, is called a mother , and that frequently in this fong; fee Chap . 
i. 6. and iii. 4. and viii. 2. and fo agreeably the parts of it, with- refpect to 
themfelves, may be called fitters, being mother's children. 8. They are of 
the famd faith and religion, as to the fubftanceof it: It is true, there is fome 
difference, as to the circumftantials of worfhip, which are now laid afide 
but the tru 6 fpirkual nature and objedl of it are the fame. . The old Tefta- 
ment-fairits eat the fame' fpiritual meat , and drank the fame fpiritual drink as 
faints do under the ne^ The articles of their faith are the fame ; for con¬ 
verted Gentiles believe nane other things thanthofe which Mofes and the pro - 
phets did fay JhoUld comt^r renting to Thrift's perfon, 'grace, work and office. 

2 'dly % The Gentile church is hot only a fitter to the Jewilh church, but alfo 
to Chrift: Therefore Jhe dries ilot fay 1 have & little fiftef, but we have one; 

which 
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which way of fpeaking, perhaps, fhe purpofdy makes uft of, that (he might 
ilir up his affection and concern for her the more, (he being;,u much related 
to him as (he was herfelf. And it may be obferved, that Ghrill is not 
afhamed to own his church, whether of the Jewifli or Gentile race^aailanding 
in this relation to him; nay, rather fee ms to take pi eafu re in vie wing .her un¬ 
der this confideration, as appears from his frequent ufe of it, in Chap . iv. 9, 10. 
and v. i, 2. where this character is more largely opened. 

3 dly y There remains a difficulty in this claufe to be removed, and that is, 
how the Gentile church could be faid before calling to (land in the relation of 
a After either to Chrift or to the Jewifh church ; for (lie expreffes herfelf in 
the prefent tenfe, we have a little lifter ; which difficulty will be removed, if 
we conlider thefe following things, i.Shewasfoin divine predeftination ; 
juft as the ele£t uncalled are faid to be Chrift’s (beep before converfion, 
John x. 1 6 . Other fheep I have which are not of this fold , Them alfo I 
muft bring in. By which are particularly meant the Gentiles, who were 
fheep, though wandering, though not yet brought’in by grace, nor fold* 
ed in a church-flate. The fame are called the children of God before con¬ 
verfion, John xi. 52. though fcattered abroad, and not openly and vifibly 
appearing to be fellow■ citizens of the faints^ and of the houfhold of God . For 
though they are not in the poffeffion of adopting grace, yet they ar z predefti- 
nated unto the adoption of children ; . on the account of which they may truly be 
faid to be related to the faints, who are called by grace. 2. The Gentile church 
was brought into this relation in the everlafting covenant, in which Chrift not 
only flood as an elder brother and glorious reprefentative to both churches, 
but alfo efpoufed them both to himfelf; fo that they ftood^in the relations of 
filler and fpoufe to him, and of fillers one to another. Thus Chrift is faid 
to be the hufband of the Gentile church, before her calling and converfion, 
I fa. liv. 5. Thy maker is thine hujband 9 the Lord of hofls is his name. 3. The 
calling of the Gentiles being fure and certain in God’s promife, all whofe pro - 
tnifes are yea and Amcn 9 in Chrift, it is reprefented as if it was already done ; 
as things only promifed and prophefied or, though not yet fulfilled, frequent¬ 
ly are in feripture. See Ifa . ix. 6. and liii. 3, 4, 5. 4. The Gentile church 

was a filler in the faith of the Jewilh church, who viewed her future calling, as 
prefent; which agrees with the nature of faith, defined by the apoftle, Heb . 
xi. 1. to be the fubftance of things hoped for , and the evidence of things not feen. 

II. She deferibes this After of her’s \ xjl 9 By her littlenefs. 2 dly. By her 
having no breads. 

1/, She calls her a little JiJler : So the Gentile church was to the Jewifli 
church, 1. In refpeil of age, being a younger After. The Jewifli church 
was firft called, and then the Gentile, which is very fully and aptly exprefled 
in the parable of the two fons, the elder and the younger, as is thought by 
fome, Luke xv. 12, 25. the elder fignifying the Jewifh church at that time, 
which murmured at the grace of God beftowed upon the Gentiles; the 
younger, the Gentiles, who had lived in all manner of fin and wickednefs, 


and was difregarded of God, but was now embraced with all demonftration* 
°f joy, affeftion, and tendernefs. 2. She is called fo as b^ing in fon)f.<re- 
fpe£h, lefs honourable than the Jewilh church ; Who are ljroetittfi the 

. apoftle 
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apoftle lays* Rom. ix. 4, 5. and- iii. 1,2. to whom pertaineth the adoption , 
the glory i and the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the fervice o f God, 
and the promifes , Whofe are the fathers , and of whom as concerning the flefh 
Chrifi came : Therefore, as he fays, the Jew has the advantage of the Gentile, 
and that much every way , but chiefly , becaufe to them were committed the 
oracles of God . 3. The Jewifh church calling the Gentile church a little filler, 

may exprefs her pity and companion towards her, being like a young and 
tender infant, that is in a forlorn and helplefs condition; lee Ezek. xvi. 4, 5. 
4. She may be called fo with regard to her number of converts, either at that 
time, which were very few, few profelytes being then made among the Gen¬ 
tiles of the Jewifli religion ; or elfe, at the time when the gofpel firft came 
among them *, for this Jeff was every where fpoken againft ; and indeed, the 
. whole number of Chrift 9 s fheep, either among Jews or Gentiles, are but a 
little flock , when compared with the world. 5. She was then more efpecially, 
as alio at her firft calling, but little in fpiritual ftature ; her light, knowledge 
and faith, being but fmall, not having as yet arrived to the meafitre of the 
ftature of the fulnefs of Chrift , fhe was to grow up unto. 

idly. She fays that fhe has no breafts, i. e. 1. She was not arrived to years 
of ripenefs; Ihe was not marriageable; her breafts were not fafhioned, as in 
Ezek. xvi. 7. The time of her open efpoufal to Chrift, by the preaching of 
the gofpel was not yet come. 4 call it the time of her open efpoufal to him ; 
for (he, as well as the Jewilh church, her elder fitter, was fecretly efpouled 
to Chrift in the everlafting covenant; fee If a. liv. 5. But fhe was not yet 
efpoufed to him in that fenfe in which the apoftle Paul fays, 2 Cor. xi. 2. of 
the Corinthian, which was a Gentile church, I have efpoufed you to one hufb^nd, 
that I may prefent you a chafe virgin to Chrift : The time fixed upon for it, in 
ancient council, not being yet come. 2. She had no breafts, i. e. at this time 
fhe had no minifters nor ordinances, from whence Ihe might fuck and be fatif- 
fied , with the fincerc milk of the word. Moreover, it was fome time after the 
gofpel came among the Gentiles, that they had a fettled miniftry, which was 
fixed by theapoftles, who ordained elder sin every city . 

III. The Jewifii diurch fignifies her very great concern for the Gentile 
church, being thus little, and without breafts,. faying, What Jhall we do y 
or fhall be done for our fifter ? Which lhews, 1. That this little fitter was 
in a ftate of nature, uncalled, unconverted, poor, miferabie, forlorn and 
helplefs. 2. That the Jewifh church was concerned for her, was’moved 
with pity and companion towards her, and would gladly contribute all fhe 
could, towards her everlafting falvation; as the apbftle Paul was for his un¬ 
converted kinfmen and relations,- Rom . ix. 1, 2, 3. 3 That lhe not only 

wilhed her well, chut was willing to do any thing for her that lay in her 
power; though ftukdfeems, in fame meafure, to bfe at a lofs what to do; 
and, indeed, the converted Jews Wfre veity much affixing to the fpreading 
of the gofpel anfbng the Gentiles/ They were JeWS who firft carried the 
gofpel into the Gehtilfe Worldfor it was proper that out of Zion Jhould 
go forth the law or do&rine, and' the word eft the Lord out ' of Jerufalem ; 
and, when tidings of the Gentiles reception of the gofpel came to the ears of 
the church at Jerufalem, they fent forth others alfo on the fame errand ; nay, 

fupplied 
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fupplied them with money, that fo they might not hi *burdenfome to 
the Gentiles, nor give them an occafion to reproach the gofpel; for 
the fund or ftock, which was raifed at Jerufalem , by the believing Jews, 
who knew that their land would be laid wafte, and their city deftroy’d in a 
little time, and therefore fold their lands and pofleflions, and put the money 
into the apoftlcs hands ; this, I lay, leems to be defigned, not only for their 
own ufe, but for the fervice of God in fpreading the gofpel among the Gen¬ 
tiles ; who when they had churches fettled among them, upon that confidera* 
tion were called upon to make collections for thefe poor faints at Jerufalem. 
4. She is not forgetful of the main and principal agent in this work, who 
is Chrift; therefore fhe fays, what Avail we do. She was willing to do what 
fhe could ; but flie knew that all her endeavours would be of little fignificancy, 
without his agency and blefling : She could fend her minifters; but if Chrifb 
did not go along with them, and blefs them, they would meet but with lit¬ 
tle fuccefs; as it is laid, Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but minifters 
ly whom ye believed , even as the Lord gave to every man ? I kavf plant ed y lays 
Paul y Apollos watered , but God gave the increafe y 1 Cor. iii. 5, 6. 

The time that the Jewifh church had in view, and is concerned what 
lhould be done for her then, is the day when foe foall be fpoken for, or e with: 
By which may be meant, either, 1. The time of the firft preaching of the 
gofpel among them, which, to them, was th t accepted time and day of falva - 
tion ; when Chrift, by his minifters fpoke to and for them, wooed and be- 
feeched them, treated and communed with them, as David with Abigail , 
about openly efpoufing them before the world. It feems to be an allufion to 
perfons treating either with virgins themfelves, or with their parents f , about 
their marriage. Or, 2. It may refer to the fame that was fpread abroad of the 
conveTfion of the Gentiles : When it was firft effected it made a great noife 
in the world. The faith of a fingle church, the church at Rome y was fpoken 
of throughout the whole world . Thus this claufe may be rendered s . In the 
day when floe foall be fpoken of y i. e. when her fame fhall be fpread far and near 
and fome will fay one thing of her, and fome another. Now the Jewifh 
church feems to be concerned how Ihe would behave hcrfelf under all this 
noife and talk about her. Or elfe, 3. The words may be rendered h , When 
fhe foall be fpoken againft . This has been the common lot of God’s children : 
‘Ibis fefij as it is called, has been in all ages, and in all places, fpoken againft ; 
and no wonder, for Chrift himfelf is fet for a fign which foall be fpoken againft. 
Now the old church might be concerned for this new church of the Gentiles, 
that ihe might be able to ftand firm and conftant to her profefiion, notwith- 
ftanding all the revilings,. reproaches and perfecutions of men. Or, 4. They 
may be read thus l . When foe foall be fpoken to \ i; e. When the great men of the 
world, as Nero , and other heathen emperors fhall call her before them, and 
tempt her, either by fair, words, or fevere menaces, to defert the faith of 
Chrift. O that Hae might ftand £aft then, as if the church' ihould fay, and 

not 

• ra Wtr Dvn Heb. "Er iu iff a % idt If dvr?). Sept . In die qua fiet lermo in 

ea, Ar. Montan. In die quando alloquenda eft, Vulg. Lot. Quando ei colloquerfdotn erit, 
Tig- f Vid. Aben Ezra in loc. % Die quo fermo fiet de ea, Mercer . Jun. 

Brigbtman. Tn die quo verba fient de ea, Cocc. h Vid. Targum, Sbirha/hirim Rabbet 

& Jarcbi in loc. tt Eerejbit Rabba, paralh. 39. 1 In die quando alloquenda eft, Vttlg. Lett. 
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tlot be /raw the hope of the gofpel ; neither be frightened by their 

threatoings, nor deluded by their promifes. She was jealous of her, as the 
apoltte Paul was of the Corinthian church, left (he fhould be corrupted from 
the fmplicity that is in Chrijl . Now this fhould teach us in general, from the 
■example of the Jewifti church here, to be concerned for all the eleft of God 
uncalled, and particularly for thofe among the Jews we fhould earneftly 
pray for them, and ufe all proper means and methods to bring them to the 
knowledge of Chrift. The time is coming when they fhall be fpoken 
for, fhall be called by grace, and openly efpoufed to Chrift ; and feeing they 
were fo much concerned for us, when we were little, and had no breajts , We 
ihould be as much concerned for them, they being now in the fame cafe and 
'drcumftances. 

Ver. 9. If fhe be a wall, we will build upon her a palace of fiver : 

And if Jhe be a door, we wUl enclofe her with boards of cedar. 

T HESE are the words of Chrift inanfwer to the folicitous concern of the 
old Jewifh church for her little After, the Gentile, declaring what 
fhould be done for her on fuch and fuch confiderations. 

L If, or feeing jhe is a wall , we will build upon her a palace of fiver. 

II. And if Jhe be a door, we will enclofe her with boards of cedar: All which 
. is exprefiive of what ftrength and ornament fhould be added to her, and 
what grace and glory fhould be conferred upon her. 

I. He promifes, that if or feeing fhe was a wall ; i. e. well walled, built 
upon a fure foundation, and firmly eftablifhed in her faith in, and love to 
Chrift, a palace or tower of fiver Ihould be built upon her \ by which may be 
meant, either the fcriptures of truth, with which fhe fhould be furnifhed ; 
which, for their impregnablenefs and ftore of fpiritual armour that is in them, 
may be compared to towers \ and for their purity, richnefs and excellency, to 
fiver ones: Or elfe, the mirlifters of the gofpel may be intended, who are 
let for the defence of it •, or this phrafe may in general fignify, that fhe fhould 
be fortified and put into a pofture of defence againft all her enemies, having 
on the TTdvoTrxlxy or whole armour of God. Walled towns and cities, to 
which the allufion is here made, • ufually have towers built upon the walls 
thereof: So Zion is faid to have fuch, Pfal . xlviii. 12, 13. which alfo this 
little filler, the Gentile church, fhould not be without. Though the word 
may as well he rendered, a a palace ; and fignifies that lhe fhould be built up an 
habitation for Father, Son, and Spirit, who would come and make their abode 
with her; and being fuch noble and uncommon guefts, a filver palace mull be 
eredled for them. Theperforis who w6re to do this work, are either the Jewifh 
church with her minifters, as inftrurtrents, and Chrift as the principal agent-, 
for Pfal. cxxvifc 1. Except the Lord build the houfe, they labour in vain that 
build it. Or elfe, by the we are intended the bleffed Trinity, as in Chap . i. 

ii, 

a tpD JTVB ’Effaxjsi* d^yvfx<;l Sept. Propugrttfcuk argentea, Vu!g. tat. Prbpug- 
i\aculum axgenteum, fig. Arcein argenteam, Mercer. Strufluram argenteam, Cecc, PahtiuflT 
argenteum, Pagnin, jun. Bright mem. Palatiumargenti, Ar^Mgntan. 
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it. who were all jointly concerned in railing up a churcH-fl^m the Gentile 
world. From the whole may be obferved, 1. That he that&gitys the good 
work, whether it relates to a particular perfon, or to a church, mull and will 
finilh it: The lame hands which lay the foundations muft raife up the fuper- 
ftruCture, and compleat the whole building, by bringing in the bidd-jlonf 
with ftoutingSy crying* grace y grace unto it. 2. This verifies the ftying of 
our Lord, Mat. xxv. 20. that unto every one that bath Jhall be given % and be 
Jhall have abundance. Grace is ufually but very fmall at firft ; but it after¬ 
wards increaies much ; frequently from imall beginnings great things arife. 
This Gentile church, at firft had but a very fmall appearance of a building ; 
a foundation was juft laid, and a fide-wall ereCted, but in a fhort time, 
a noble ftruCture, a filver palace for God is built up. 

11 . Chrift alio affures her, that if Jhe was a dcor 9 fhe fhould be inclofed with 
boards of cedar. The meaning of Which may be either, 1. If the Gentiles had 
the door of the golpel opened among them, as they had in many places, fee 
Adis xiv. 27. j Cor. xvi. 8, 9. 2 Cor . ii. 12. this fhould be fucceeded for 
the building up of an holy temple for the Lord ; which fhould be of fuch orn*- 
ment and ftrength, fo well fenced and inclofed with the grace and power of 
Chrift, that it fhould not be in the power of all ,their enemies to deface or de^- 
moli(h it. Or, 2. If the door of their hearts was opened to Chrift, as 
Lydia's was, Adis xvi. 14. fo as to receive and let in this king of glory , with 
his numerous train of graces, then fhe fhould be adorned and beautified with 
a larger meaiure of them. Or, 3. If when they came into a church-ftate,. 
the door was fet open, that fo the righteous nation , which keepeth truth , may 
enter in , and yet at the fame time careful to exclude others; this fhould make 
much for their honour, comfort, fafety and l'ecurity. Or, 4. This phrafe is 
exprefiive of the building being compleated, but only it wanted fome fur¬ 
ther decorations and ornaments, which it fhould not be long without. So 
the fetting up of gates or doors, to towns or houfes, feems to fignify. See 
Neb . iii. Though, 5. It feems rather to intend the mean, low and weak ftate 
and condition the Gentile church was firft in, when there was but very little 
appearance of a building: There was only as it were a door fet up, which 
afterwards grew up to be a magnificent and ftately temple,, built up of cedar 
boards of the wood of Lebanon , of which Solomon's temple was made, and to 
which an allufion here feems to be. But, 6. Some b have thought that thefe 
words carry in them fome intimations of her inconftancy to thrift, and the 
wandering of her affections after other lovers * as alfo the methods which 
Chrift would take to reftrain and prevent her. If Jhe be a door , i. e . if lhe will 
not keep at home, but will gad abroad, and go in and out at pleafure, we will 
ufe fome methods to keep her in ; we will inclofe her ivitb boards of cedar v 
or as it is exprefs’d, in Hof. ii. 7. I will hedge up thy way with thorns , and make 
a waif that floe Jhall not find her paths . Though, 7. The meaning rather feems 
to be, that however mean and abject fhe might appear to be, even as a door 9 
yet fhe lhould be adorned with grace here, and enjoy glory hereafter; both 
which, for their perpetuity and incorruptiblenefs, may be compared to cedar 
hoards . Befides, the fafety and fecurity of the church in this prefent Hate, 
her walls htm^falvation^ and her gates praife , may be here intended, as well 
5 as 


t Vid. R. Abtn Exram & San Siam in loc. 
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as the d&ights and pleafures of the heavenly ftate, fignified by the fragrant 
cedar, Ayhich fhe fhould be, e’er long, inclofed and furrounded with. 

Ver. io. I am a wall\ and my breajh like towers z "Then was I in his 
eyes, as me that found favour . 


T HESE are either the words of the Jewifh church, aflerting herfelf to 
be what her little fitter was not, viz. that fhe was a wall well fenced, 
and firmly eftablifhed, was indulged with ordinances, and blefled with mini- 
fters; whilft the Gentiles lay open, were without Chrijt , being aliens from the 
commonwealth of Ifrael, and ftrangers from the covenants of promife, having no 
hope, and without God in the world , Eph. ii, 12. as alfo confirming what 
Chrift had faid in the former verfe, as well as alluring her little fitter, the Gentile 
church, that fhe fhould alfo find favour in Chrift’s eyes, when fhe came into 
the fame ftate and condition ; unlefs we fhould rather chufe to confider them 
as exprefiing that additional glory, peace and profperity, which fhould ac¬ 
crue to the church, by the calling of the Gentiles ; .which would not be in- 
confiderable, and no fmall indication of her finding favour or peace in Chrift’s 
eyes, who would then extend peace to her like a river , and the glory of the Gen¬ 
tiles like a flowing flream . Though I rather think, that they are the words of 
the little fitter herfelf, the Gentile church, either fignifying her defire to be in 
fuch a well-fettled ftate and condition 5 0 that I was a wall , &c. or elfe aflerting 
herfelf to be in fuch a cafe, which Chrift had intimated in the former verfe. 

I. Hie aflerts herfelf to be a wall . 

II. That her breafls were like towers . And, 

III. Being fo, was , in his eyes , as one that found favour . 

I. She aflerts herfelf to be a wall, i. e. t. Well walled: God himfelf is a 
wall of fire about his people; Chrift’s falvation is appointed for walls and 
bulwarks to them \ nay, faithful minifters and Chriftian magiftrates, may, in 
fome fenfe, be faid to be fo, being placed for the protection and defence of the 
church. 2. She is one of thofe two walls, to which Chrift is the corner ftone , 
as he is called, Eph . ii. 20. the Jewifh church is one, and the Gentile the 
other, which both meet and make up one building in Chrift, the middle wall 
of partition being broken down. *3. She is a wall built up of lively flones , ce* 
mented together in love. The eleCt of God, by nature, lie in the fame 
quarry, are took out of the fame pit, and hewn from the fame rock, as 
others are * but being feparated from them, by diftinguifhing and efficacious 
grace, are hewn, and fitted for the building by the fpirit of God, where they 
are laid by him, and knit together in the bond of love. 4. She was firmly built 
on Chrift the foundation, which God has laid in Zion , and is fure, firm and 
lading, againft which the gates of hell can never prevail; and which will be 
fufficient to bear up and fupport the church, and all believers, who lay the 
whole ftrefs of their perfons, and the falvation of them upon it. 5. She was 
well eftablifhed in the doCtrine of faith: The Gentiles received the gofpel 
with all readinefs of mind, when the Jews rejected it; and though it was in 
much affliftion, yet it was with much joy in the Holy Ghoft •, and when they 

U u u 2 once. 
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once got le, they could not be moved away from it, by altjefe* frowns and 
flatteries, promifes and threatenings of men j which, to their adv^r&ries, was 
an evident token of perdition, but to them* of falvation, and that pf God. 
So the fargum and R. Sol. Jarcbi interpret thefe words of the ftedfaftnefs of. 
the congregation of lfrael, in the religion and laws of God. 6.-She urns con- 
ftant and immoveable in her love to Chrift : She was a wall, file was proof 
againft all temptations and infmuations, and not a door that eafily let inta^er 
affedtions every one that knock’d. She loved Chrift dearly, and kept her 
love inviolate and pure for him *, nothing could ftparate her from it; the great- 
eft pkv.lures and profits of life could not tempt her to delert him, nor the moit 
dreadful fufferings and torments deter her from expreffing her affections to> 
him. She was like a wall that (food invincible and impregnable. 

II. She fays, that her breafis were like towers, which may in general denote 
her ripenefs for marriage ; her breafis were fafhioned , were round and plump,, 
and role up high like towers ^ (lie was now marriageable, the time of her be¬ 
ing prefented as a chafte virgin to Chrift, and of her open efpoufals to him*, 
was come. Or el ft more particularly, ' 

lA By her breafis may.be meant the minifters of the gofpel; who, like 
nurfes, i Tbejf. ii. 7. give the breaft to new born babes , and feed them with 
the fincere milk of tbe word*, and like towers are fet for the defence of the 
gofpd; fuch minifters the firft church among the Gentiles had,, whofe mi* 
oiftry was not only edifying and nourifhing, but they themfelves alio were 
faithful, zealous and couragious in the difeharge thereof; and could not be 
moved from their ftation, nor be made to defilt fron^ , their work, by qll f .he 
violence and oppreffion of men. Or elft,. 

2 dly, By thcle breafts may be meant the two Teftamertts, the Old and the 
New, which are both full of the milk of excellent dodirines and precious pro- 
miles, which are all ufcful for the comfort, edification arid inftrudtion of God’s' 
people-, and from whence, as from towers , they may be fupplied with all 
needful armour, to repel fatan’s temptations, refute erroneous dodtrines, and 
defend the gofpel and though efforts have been made by fatan and his emif- 
laries to remove them out of the world, yet they ftill remain impregnable and 
invincible*. Now with theft breafts the Gentile chuFch is bleffed. 

3 dfyy The two ordinances of baptifm, and the LordVfupper, may be in^ 
tended* which were peculiar to the church, under the New Teftament-dif- 
penfation ; which are as breafts • of confoJation to believers, efpecially when they 
have the prefence of Chrift in them, and his love at the fame time marijfefted 
to them -, thefe are like towers , have ftood firm and immoveable againft all 
the efforts of men, to change, deface, fubvert and abolilh them. The Jews* 
interpret the wall of the congregation of Ifrael y and the breafis hs towers 
of the fynagogues and fchools j alfo the former of the law, and the latter of 
the fcholars. 

ID. Being fo, fhe lays, Ihe was in bis eyes i as one that foundfavour *, which, 
may either refpedt,. 

iA The b time of her becoming a wall, and having breafts like towers ; 
then was 1 , .or from tbe time that I was in bis eyes , as one that found-ffddtlr 
or peace •, i. e. I bdeamea wall y . was firmly buik on Chrift, eftabJilWB in the 

dodtrine 
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doftriitt bf faith, artf* formed into a church-ftate; had breaftsy a fettled mi- 
niftry and gofpel-ordinances, which have continued with me ever iincfc I 
found peace with Chrift, which he made for me, by the bipod of his* croft* 
Now this is certainly matter o i fa&, that from the time that Chrift became 
our peace , Eph. ii. 14. the ceremonial law, which is there called the middle wdll 
of partition^ which flood between Jew and Gentile, was removed, fo that 
they both coalefced in one church-ftate, ver. 14, 15, 16. and equally fliared 
in all gofpel-ordinances and privileges, ver. 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, from 
that time the Gentile church began to be a church in gofpel-orden Or elfe, 
c idly , It may refped the time of the open manifeftation of Chrift’s love, 
which was when Ihe became a wall\ and had breafts . It is true he loved her 
before, even from eternity, with an everlafting love; but that wa$ hidden 
and fee ret both to herfelf and others; but now her breafts are faJhioned\ { he 
look’d upon her, and her time is the time of love ; he openly efpoufes her to 
himfelf, and lets all the world know, as well as herfelf, what favour Ike 


found in his fight ; anti it manifeftly appears, that {he was fenfible of it; and 
by exprefling it, would fignify, 1. That her being a wall, and having breafts y 
were inftances of his kindnefs to her; and indeed it is an unfpeakable mercy 
to have a gofpel-miniflry,. and gofpel-ordinarices; Pfal. cxlvii. 19, 20. He 
ftjewed his word unto Jacob : His ftatutes and his judgments unto Ifrael. He 
hath not dealt fo with any nation: Jlnd as for h\$ judgments they fave not known 
them ; praife ye the Lord. If it was fo great a favour for the people of Ifrael 
to have the law, on the account of which they were called a great nathn ; 
what an inftance of furprizing and diftinguifhing grace is it, that we Gentiles 
fhould have the gofpcl and the ordinances thereof! The church here efteemed 
it a favour, and lb fhould we. 2. She aferibes all thefe bleffings and pri¬ 
vileges which ftie was pofiefTed of, to his grace and favour. Was fl>e a wall? 
it was owing to him ; and.had fhe breafts? fhe acknowledges it as an inftance of 
his regard to her, and tfas ready to fay with the apoftle, 1 Cor. xv. 10 * By 
the grate of God I am what I am y : An excellent example for us to follow, 3. 
This phrafe may be exprellive of her gracious acceptation with Chrift.' Thus 
Noah is faid to have found grace in Ihe eyes of the Lord , Gen. vi. 8- The 
Gentiles, who were profelyted to the JewHh religion, before the corning of 
Chrift in the flelh, were like Eftber , ftanding in the'court alone, for they 
might not worftiip with the Jews;’ whom when Chrift looked upon* tj\ey^ob¬ 
tained favour in his fight ; and he held out the golden feepter pf hi? grace* 
and admitted them to nearer communion with him; built them into achvrchr 


ftate, furnilhed them with gofpel-ordinances, and graqioufly accepted; bpth 
them and their ferviqes \ he tcok pleafure in thefe his people* and beautified the 
meek with fahatiofi . 4. The enjoyment of the prefenqe of God and Christ 

is a very confiderqbfe inftance and evidence of finding favour in their 
Mofes- tp be, ^fcer tamed .qf hi? having found gra# in God*? flghfe 
the efyayjfcont; qf thi&Bkfling*; j&sod.Mmn. ifr idvwhiefi hff w^s gracia^y 

indujgpd-with 5 gj)d^p©ih8p.§,Jt„is.tjM.wbiab-ithc fibojigh here had, parbwlat ijr 

,in view ; and a great mercy it was, to have ordinances,’ and the prefence of 
Chrift alon^wit^ thejn, t^an r jvhi<da nothing can. be defalk £pd d«- 
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Jightful. 5. The Words 'may be rendered c , then was /iVKis ey^ as one that 
found peace ; meaning that inward peace of confcience, and tratyjyillity of 
mind, which paffelb all undemanding, which (he enjoy'd in the n>idft of all 
her tribulations and fufferings for Chrift ; which he only gives, aijd which 
the world cannot take away; for if be giveth quietnefs , who then can make 
trouble? 6 . This word favour or peace, may comprehend all thofe fpiritual 
bleffings, wherewith (he was blefied in Chrift Jefus; fuch as peace, reconcilia¬ 
tion, justification, pardon of fin, fanftification, adoption, &c. for he’s a fun 
and Jbieldy he will give grace and glory: No good thing will he withhold from 
them that walk uprightly , Plal. lxxxiv. ti. 7. The manifeftation of Chrill’s 
love, which is the greateft blefling in life, may be here intended: .Hence 
fays the Pfalmift, PfaL cvi. 4. Remember me , O Lord, with the favour that 
thou beareji unto thy people ; and no wonder that he fhould be fo defirous of 
it; for in bis favour is life , but not to enjoy it is death ; O how miferable 
will thofe be to all eternity, in whom that lcripture will be verified, Ifa . xxvii. 

He that made them , will not have mercy on them ; and he that formed them , 
will fbew them no favour! 


Ver. 11. Solomon had a vineyard at Baal Hamon ; he let out the vine¬ 
yard unto keepers : Every one for the fruit thereof was to bring a 
tboufand pieces of fiver. 

I N thefe words the little fifter goes on to give an account of the fuccefs of 
thegofpel, the planting of churches, and eftabliftimentof Chrift’sintereft in 
the Gentile world, together with the advantages which accrued to Chrift there¬ 
by, under the metaphor of a vineyard , and the fruit thereof; where we have 
to confider, 


»* 

I. The vineyard itfelf, and what is intended by it. 

II. The owner of it, who is Solomon. 

III. The place of its fituation, at Baal Hamon . 

IV. The letting of it out to keepers , and who are meant by them. 

V. The price it'was let at, or the rent which they were to bring in; Every 
. 9 ne f or the fruit thereof was to bring a tboufand pieces of fiver . 


I. It will be proper to confider what is meant by this vineyard ; which, I 
think; is to be underftood of the church of Chrift ; the Ifraelitifli nation, and 
the church of God therein fometimes bear this name ; fee PfaL lxxx. 8, 9, 
14, 1$. Ifa . v. 1,7. And *tis very ufual with Chrift, to exprefs the new 
Teftamfcfit church-ftate by the fame metaphor; fee Mat. xx. 1. and xxi. 33. 
which was thus prophefied of by Ifaiah , Chap, xxvii. 2. In that day, fing ye 
untpber, a vineyard of red wine. Now the church of Chrift may be compa¬ 
red to a vineyard for thefe following reafons ; 1. A vineyard is a fpot of ground 
feparated and diftinguiftied from others. So is the church of Chrift from the 
teft of the world, by elefting, redeeming and efficacious grace : Believers are 

a 

if, MKlVDD HtB, \vfantki<ra ■igq'viiF, S/pi. Qaaii W ut, *vel lieu t pat em reperiens* 

tsMt. Ar. Mont am. Pagniu. Tanquam <vtl ut, inveniens pacem, Mercer. Brigbtma*. [Ctcc. 
Fropc coxuequuta paean, Jun. Vila lum ei fetisfacere, Tig. 
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a cbofen generation , a .royal priefthood , an nation ; and being fo, are a 
peculidtf people : They are fenced about with favereign grace, whereby they 
are niicte to differ from others. 2. A vineyard is a fpot of ground fet with 
plants of various forts, and efpecially vines: ’Tis manifeft from Chap. i. 14. 
and vii. 12. that it was ufual to fet other plants in vineyards befides vines y 
for which, fee alfo Luke xiii. 6. In the vineyard, the church, ftands in th© 
firft place Chrift, the true and moft noble vine ; and next to him true be¬ 
lievers, who are there planted by him, engrafted on him, and grpw up in 
him. Now thefe are of various forts, of different growths and fruitfulnefs j 
fome are larger and more fruitful than others, but are all the' planting of 
the Lord , that he might be glorified. But befides thefe, there are fome who 
are only externally planted here, and grow up only in a mere outward pro*, 
feffion v who are not planted by Chrift’s heavenly father, and therefore (hall 
be rooted up, becaufe inftead of biinging forth right fruit, they bring forth 
wild grapes. 3. Vineyards are valuable to the owners of them ; one part 
of their wealth and riches confifting therein. The church of Chrift is highly 
efteemed of by him, it being his inheritance, his portion, and wherein great 
part of his riches, as mediator, lies.; his Father gave it to him, and he va¬ 
lues it upon that account ; as Naboth did his vineyard, becaufe it was the in¬ 
heritance of his fathers , and therefore would not part with it to Ahab, upon 
any confideration whatever. Moreover, Chrift’s efteem for his vineyard, the 
church, is farther manifeft from the great price which he gave for it, which 
was his own blood, as alfo from the exceeding great care he takes of it. 4. A 
vineyard is a very fruitful fpot: So is the church of Chrift, and all belie¬ 
vers, who are filled with the firuits of righteoufnefs by Jefus Chrift , who is 
the true vine , on whom they are engrafted, and the green fir tree from whom 
their fruit is found. All that are planted in the houfe of the Lord , being wa¬ 
tered by divine grace, Jiouriftj in the courts of our God , and bring forth fruit 


whereby he is glorified. 5, Vineyards are delightful and pleafant: Thus 
among the feveral methods which Solomon took to gratify and indulge him- 
lelf in plealure, this was one, he planted himfelf vineyards , Ecclef. ii. 4. 
The church is as a delightful vineyard to Chrift, where he delights to walk, and 
obferve how his feveral plants grow and thrive; for this purpofe he often 
goes down into it, as in Chap . vi. 11. and the church knowing how much 
pleafure he takes therein, invites him to it, in chap . vii. 12. 6. Vineyards 

are not only delightful, but alfo profitable; there’s much fruit produced by 
them, to the advantage of the owners thereof: So Chrift has much fruit from 
his vineyard, as appears from this and the following verfe, which makes for 
the advancement of his honour and glory in the world ; for as all their fruit 
comes by him, and from him, fo all the glory redounds unto him ; and bis 
glory is great in every branch of their falvation . 7. Vineyards are expofed 

to beafts of prey, which often break in, and do much damage to them .: The 
church of Chrift is pot only expofed to the boar out of the wood , the openly 
profane world, which often makes great havock of it, by its oppreflions 
and perfecutions, but alfo to thofe foxes,,, falfe teachers, hereticks, who cun¬ 
ningly and fecretly bring in their pernicious doftrines, to the great annoy¬ 
ance and difturbance of the peace, comfort, and faith of God’s people * 
hence it is faid in Chap, ii; 15, take us the foxes* the little foxes, that fpoil 

tb* 
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She vims \ for our virus have Wider grapes. 8. A great dfltf a£ care muft be 
ufed in promoting the fruitfulnefs of vineyards ; the vines muft. he watered, 
pruned, and propped up, as well as the (tones gathered out, and* fence fee 
about them, fee Ifai . v. 2. Chrift does all this, and much more to ^i$ vine- 
yard ; he waters it every moment with his grace, prunes and lotfs off the 
unfruitful branches, fupjports the weak and tender vines with his almighty 
power, gathers out all things that offend, and fences it about with divine fa¬ 
vours ; in Ihort, afts the whole faithful part of a vine-drefler to it. 

II. The owner of this vineyard is Solomon, by whom the Mefiiah is meant ; 

For it may be truly faid, that a greater than Solomon is here. Chrift bears this 
name, becaufe Solomon was an eminent type of him, as has been fliewn on 
Chap. iii. 7* he now is the owner of this vineyard ; it is his, 1. By choice: 
He has pitched upon this fpot of ground, and feparated it from all others 
for his ufe and fervice. 2. By his Father’s gift: He afked it of his Father, 
and he gave it him ; thine they were, fays he, and thou gaveflthem me, John 
xvii. 6. 3. By purchafe: He has bought this vineyard with his own blood, 

Afls xx. 28. 4. It is of his own planting : All the vines in it are of his fetting, 
and are made fruitful by him. 5. He takes the whole care of it, and has 
the advantage of the fruit thereof. 

III. The fituation of this vineyard, at Baal Ilamon , perhaps the f^me with 
Baal Gad in the valley of Lebanon, Jolh. xi. 17. fince they are of the fame 
fignification, the majler of a multitude , or of a troop . By which may be 
meant, either, 1. The city of ferufalem x \ which may be called Baal Ha- 
men, or the mafler of a multitude , becaufe it was a very populous city, as 
it is faid in Lam. u 1. How doth the city fit folitary, that was full of people ? 
Where was the principal feat of the Jewilh church-ftate ; the letting out of 
which, to keepers, the priefts and Levites, may feem to fuit well with the 
legal and mercenary fpirit, which much attended the old teftament-difpenfa- 
tion. Though, 2. I rather think the Gentile world is here intended 5 among 
the nations of which Chrift has a gofpel-Church planted ; whereby the promife 
is fulfilled to Abraham , that he Ihould be a father of many nations, which 
his name fignified, and is of much the fame import with this in our text; 
Unlefs, 3. It Ihould be thought only to intend in general, the fruitfulnefs of 
the foil in which Chrift’s vineyard was planted ; at Baal Hamon, b the Lord 
or Mafler of a multitude, i. e. where a multitude of vines grow* Thus 
*tis faid in Ifai. v. 1 .my well beloved hath a vineyard in a very fruitful hill ; 
the church of Chrift, and lb all believers, are planted in a very fruitful foil, 
being rooted and built up in Chrift, and watered with the Continual dews df 
divine grace ; the believer is like to a tree planted by the rivers of water , that 
Iringeth forth his fruit in bis feafon, his leaf alfo JhaU not wither , and wbat- 
foever be doth fhall proffer, Pfal. i. 3-‘ 

IV. The letting out of this vineyard to keepers is next to be enquired into. 
By th t keepers we are to underftand the minifters of the gofpel, who have 
their feveral parts, and different employments affigned them in this vineyard 
of Chrift. 1. The bufinefs of feme of them is to plant \ this wbrk the 
apoftle Paul was much concerned in; / have planted, fays he, 1 Cor. 8. 

and 

• So the Tatgam, & R. Sol. J art hi in loo. interpret it. * In ea qnaf hate* «p<fpulo9, Vulg. 
hat. in domino multitudinis, Fife, in loco ferace, Jun. 
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and indeed it is hard to fay how many churches, and how many fouls in thofc 
churches were planted by him •, and efpecially at Baal Hamon , in the Gentile 
world, with whom he was chiefly concerned. 2. Others are employed in 
watering this vineyard, as was Apollo;, of whom Paul fays, I have planted, 
Apollos watered. Some minifters are more ufeful for edification than con- 
verfion ; their miniftry fucceeds moil for the watering of Chrift’s plants, for 
promoting the comfort and faith of thofe who are already planted; their 
doklrine drops as the rain , and their fpeech dijlils as the dew , as the /mail rain 
upon the tender herb, and as the Jhowers upon the grafs, Detit. xxxii. 2. fo 
that they become fruitful. 3. The work of others is to prune the vines 
they have an excellent talent at reproof, both on the .account of erroneous 
dodtrines, and immoral pradtices; they can give gentle admonitions where 
the cafe only requires them, and rebuke with fharpnefs, cut deeper, where 
there is a necefilty for it, not being afraid of the faces of any, but having 
the good of Chrift’s vineyard at heart -, thefe excel in that branch of their. 
office, which concerns the difcipline of the church. 4. Others are ufeful in 
iiipporting and upholding weak believers; who, like vines, ftand in need of 
it, which they do, by putting into their hands the ftaff of the promifes, 
and refrefhing them with the reviving cordials of gofpel-docfrines. 5. The 
employment of others is to protedt and defend ; their bufinefs is chiefly to 
take the foxes, to refute herefies, and defend the doctrines of grace, and pre- 
ferve the church from all innovations, both in dodtrine and worlhip. Now 
I would not be underftood, as though I thought that minifters were fo con¬ 
fined to one or other of thefe particular branches of the minifterial work, 
that they had no concern in the reft ; for one and the fame minifter may be 
more or lefs ufeful in them all, but yet, generally fpeaking, he excels in fome 
one of them. 

The letting out of this vineyard to them, agrees with thofe parables of our 
Lord, in Mat. xx. 1, 2. and xxi. 33. where he feems to allude to the words 
of our text; which is no inconfiderable evidence of the divine authority of 
this book. The phrafe Ihews, 1. That though Chrift takes care of the vine¬ 
yard himfelf, yet he alfo makes ufe of his minifters: Chrift is not feparated 
from his minifters ; he adts as the owner, they as the fervants •, he is the 
chief and principal vinedreffer, which work he performs mediately by his 
minifters, who are pot to be flighted and laid afide ; hence the apoftle writ¬ 
ing to the Corinthians, among whom were many divifions about their mini¬ 
fters ; fome being for Paul in oppofition to Apollos, and fome for Apollos in 
oppofition to Paul, and others for Cephas in oppofition to them both, and 
others for Chrift in oppofition to them all; they were for Chrift without his 
minifters •, but fays the apoftle, 1 Cor. i. 12, 13. is Chrift divided? i. e. from 
his minifters •, no, they are not to be feparated from him, though fubordi- 
nated to him. 2. It Ihews, that Chrift entrufts his vineyard with his mini¬ 
fters i he makes them overfeers of it, he fets them to watch over it, and 
faithfully difcharge the feveral branches of their , duty before mentioned, 
which is meant by the letting it out unto them •, and it ought to be obferved] 
that Chrift has the foie power of letting out his vineyard, and he lets it out 
to whom he pleafes, therefore none ought to ufurp it; it is indeed a great 

x x honour 
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honour to be cntruited with it, but no man fnould take this honour to him- 
ilh, but lie that is called ot God to it; perfons fhould notftin into this 
work before they are fent, nor perform it negligently when they (| are in it. 
3. Chrift in i'ome refpedls makes his minifters owners of this vineykrd; be 
let out , or gave. c the vineyard to keepers ; hence in Chap. ii. 15. ’tis ibid* our 
vines have tender grapes ; minifters have in fome fort an intcreft in the vines, 
the churches; their joy, comfort, life, and glory lie much in the fruitfulnefs 
and well-being of them; which is a very great and powerful argument 
to induce them to vigilance, diligence, and carefulnefs in the difeharge of 
their work. 

V. The price this vineyard was let at, or the rent which thefe keepers were 
to bring in for the fruit of it, is a thoufand pieces of ftlver -, which may de¬ 
note, 1. The exceeding great fruitfulnefs of this vineyard, that the fruit of 
it was worth fo much : Thus in Ifa. vii. 23. ’tis faid, and it Jhallcome to pafs 
in that day , that every place Jhall be, where there were a thoufand vines, at a 
thoufand fdverlings, it Jhall even be for briers and thorns ; i. e. thofe places 
which were fo exceeding fruitful before, fhall now be barren and delblate. 
2. It may denote the ufefulnefs of a gofpel miniftry, which is to bring home 
fouls to Chrift, to gather in the fruit of his labours, and travail of his foul, 
which are as dear and valuable to him as a thoufand pieces of filver; at which 
he rejoices as much as the poor woman did, Luke xv. 8, 9. at the finding of 
her loft piece. Chrift’s minifters are his rent-gatherers, and the colledtors 
of his friiit; I have chofen you and ordained you, fays he, John xv. 10. that 
ye fhould go and bring forth fruit ; and then do they bring it in, when fouls 
are converted under their miniftry. 3. The fum to be brought in from every 
one of them is alike, every man his thoufand pieces ; Chrift’s minifters have 
indeed one and the fame commiflion to preach the gofpel, but they have not 
all the fame abilities for the work, nor are they alike fucceeded in it; but 
yet in the faithful and honeft difeharge of their work, they are all fo blefled 
by him, as to anfwer the end of their miniftration, defigned by him ; fo 
that he reckons, that every one, even the meaneft, brings in his thoufand 
pieces, as well as the more able and fuccefsful. 4. It fhews that there’s a 
reckoning-day a coining for minifters as well as others, who muft give an 
account of their talents, what ufe they have made of them in Chriflrt vine¬ 
yard, and what fuccefs has attended their labours; which, if they can do 
with joy , and not with grief,, will turn to their account, as well as be of.ad¬ 
vantage to others. 

Ver. 12. My vineyard, •which is mine, is before the: ftbcu, 0 Sa¬ 
lomon, mnjl have a thoufand, attd thofe that. keep, the fgftj, thereof 
two hundred. 


T HE former part of theft words feem to be the words of Chfftt, af- 
ferting his intereft in hiS vineyard, the church, thereby explafainb; and 
confirming what the church had faid in the former verfe. The lactef'parf of 

w n 
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the texf appears to be the words of the church, allotting proper portions to 
the owner and keepers of the vineyard. 

I. Chrift afferts his claim, right and propriety in his vineyard, the church ; 
My vineyard , which is mine , is before me ; in which may be confidered, 

j ft. The vineyard itfelf, which is the church of Chrift, and is called fo for 
fevcral reafons, which have been fhewn on the preceding verfe. 

2 dly 9 This is expreffed ii> the lingular number, a vineyard ; for Chrift’s 
church is but one, as he afferts in Chap. vi. 9. Though ’tis true, we read of 
vineyards , in the plural number, in Chap. vii. 12. becaufe there are feveral fe- 
parate, diftindl and congregated churches ; though thefe all make up but one 
catholic church, one general ajfembly and church of the Jirft born , which are 
written in heaven . 

3 dly, Chrift afferts his right and propriety in this vineyard. My vineyard , ■ 
fays he; whereby he confirms what the church had laid in the foregoing verfe ; 
where has been lhewn in what refpeft he is the owner of it, jtnd what kind 
of right he has to it. 

4 thly, He doubles this claim of his unto it ; he not only fays. My vine¬ 
yard , but adds, which is mine \ whereby, 1. He excludes all others from 
having any right unto it; the vineyard is his, and only his ; he is the foie pro¬ 
prietor of it, none has any thing to do with it, but himfelf. 2. By repeating his 
claim, he fhews the certainty of it, that his title is unqueftionable and indifputable; 
and indeed, what can be more fare and evident, feeing his father has given 
it to him, who had an undoubted right to difpofe of it •, nay, he has pur- 
chafed it with his own blood, and has it now in poffefiion ; he is right heir 
to it, according to God’s own appointments; though the wicked Jews, the 
chief priefts and Scribes, who were the keepers of the vineyard, when our 
Lord was here on earth, when they faw him, /aid among themfelves , This is 
the heir, come, let us kill him, and let us feize on his inheritance: And they 
caught him , and cajl hiih.pq^of the vineyard , and flew him , Mat. xxi. 38, 39. 
3. He may ufethis additional phraje, which is mine , to diftinguifli it from 
all other vineyards; as alfo to IheW^the excellency of it, it being preferable 
to all others. This world, when compared with Chrift’s church, is a mere de¬ 
fart and wildcrnefs; all other vines are of the vine of Sodom, and of the[ 
fields of Gomorrah ; their grapes ape grapes of gall , their clujlers are bitter i 
Deut. xxxir. 32, 33* 4. He repeats it to fignify the great delight he took 
in his vineyard ; as it is in itfelf preferable to all others, fo it is exceeding 
valuable and delightful to Chrift ; he fays of it, The lines are fallen unto me in 
pleafant places ; yea, I have a goodly heritage , Pfal. xvi. 8. 

5/Wy, Hefays, that this vineyard was before him ; which may denote, 1. 
The omnifciencC of -Chrift, which in general extends to all perfons and things 
that ever were, are, or fhall be-; Lord, fays Peter , Thou knowefl all things , 
John xxi. 17. but in a^more efpccial manner he is concerned about his own 
people, whom he knqws by name, and is acquainted with all their wants and 
neceffities; he knows nis whole flock, and the ftate of it, which the Father 
has committed to him; he knows every lheep and lamb therein, in what 
condition they are, and what is moft fuitable for them; he knows his vine¬ 
yard, and the feveral vines which grow there; there iai never a plant 
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tfcapes his notice and watchful eye; he is acquainted with 6ne of them, 
and in what cafe they are. 2. The omnipreience of Chrift 5 fie^the Lord 
that fills heaven and earth with his prefence •, the whole world Before him, 
but more efpecially his church; where in a peculiar manner he granis jiis gra¬ 
cious prefence, there he dwells, and will abide for ever ; who holds the/even 
ftars in bis right handy who walks in the midft of the /even golden candlefticksy 
Rev. ii. 1. 3. The delight and complacency which Chrift takes in his 

church ; it is ever before him, his eye is continually upon it, he cannot bear 
it out of his fightj fo dear and valuable is it to him: Thus it was from 
everlafting, and has continued ever fince, and fo it ever will; his,delights 
from all eternity were with the forts of men , the eledl of God, rejoicing in the 
habitable part of bis earth, where he knewy in time, he Ihould have a vine¬ 
yard planted. 4. The care of Chrift over his people, who are engraven up 1 
on the palms of his handsy and whofe walls are continually before him. Though. 
Chrift does indeed let out his vineyard to keepers, yet he is not neglefting 
of it himfelf, he is prefent with them, and works by them ; it is ftill in 
his own hands, and under his watchful eye ; I the Lordy fays he, Ifa . xxvii. 
3. do keep ity I will water it every moment , left any hurt ity I will keep it night 
and day . Thus thefe words may be expreflive of Chrift’s claim unto, affec¬ 
tion for, and care over his vineyard, the church. Though, 

There are fome interpreters who take them to be the words of the church, 
fpeaking of her vineyard j by which may be meant, her own foul, and the 
particular concerns of it. Thus every one has a vineyard to look after ; and 
in what condition that of the flothful man’s was, may be feen in Prov. xxiv. 30, 
31. which was all grown over with the thorns and nettles of fin and corruption 9 
its ftone wall or fence was broken downy fo that he was expofed to every fnare 
and temptation : Or elfe, by this vineyard may be meant, the church in ge¬ 
neral \ for believers have a mutual intereft in each others perfons, gifts, gra¬ 
ces, prayers, &c. and being all members of one and the fame body, fhould r 
as the apoftle fays, 1 Cor . xii. 2 6. Have the fame care one for another. Though, 
perhaps, the feveral gifts and talents, whether of nature or grace, which God 
bellows upon his people, may be intended, which are all to be ufed for the 
glory of Chrift, and the good of his church; for as every one has a vine¬ 
yard of his own, or a particular work afligned him in the vineyard, the 
church ; fo he has his particular gift, talent and capacity for that work, 
which ought to be ufed by him \ for he mult one day give an account 
thereof. Now the church here fays, that her vineyard was before her, there¬ 
by fignifying her care, watchfulnefs and diligence in it, of which we have an 
inftance, Chap . vii. 12. and Ihews that Ihe was now in a different frame from 
that of which lhe complains in Chap. i. 6. Though I think that the former 
fenfe of the words is moft agreeable. Yet, 

II. The latter part of the text, 'ThoUy 0 Solomon, muft have a tboufandy 
and tbofe that keep the fruit thereof , two hundred , manifeftly appears to be 
the words of the church, allotting proper portions, Firfty To the owner of 
the vineyard, Solomon . Secondly , To the keepers of it, the minifters. 

Firfty She allots to Solomon a tboufandy i. e. a thoufand pieces of filvo# aa 
in the former verfe » where is to be conlidercd. 
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1 ft, "^no is meant by Solomon \ by whom, no doubt, the Meffiah is in” 
tendqd* as is acknowledged by R. Abtn Ezra % and other b Jewifh. writers; 
though Maimonides c fays, that wherever the name of Solomon is mentioned 
in the fong of fongs , it is holy y and is as the rejl of the names , except that , a 
thoufand unto theey 0 Solomon : To which, d fome add alfo, Chap. iii. 7. but 
that Chrift, and not Solomon , is here intended, is mod agreeable to the nature 
and defign of this fong. 

2 dly y The church’s manner of adrefting him, /Thou, 0 Solomon, fhews 
that ftie was now in his prefence, had much nearnefs to him, and ufed much 
freedom and familiarity with him, as fhe was by him allowed to do, 

3^/y, The allotment which (he makes to him, is a thoufand ; which, x. Is 
the fum agreed upon in the former verfe ; for the church is willing that Chrift 
fhould have all that he demands or defires; Ihe would have no abatement 
made, but would have him have his whole due, and full revenue of glory 
from his people. 2. It is a far greater fhare than what is afligned to the 
keepers; and good reafon there is it fhould be fo ; for he is the head and 
mafter of them, as well as the owner of the vineyard ; he is all and in ally and 
God over ally bleffedfor ever \ his is the vineyard, and all the fruit thereof; he 
has a right unto it, and takes the chief care and overfight of it; fo that nei¬ 
ther is he that planteth any things neither he that watereth , but Chrift, who 
gives the increafe ; and therefore fhould have all the glory. 3. This fhews 
the fruitfulnefs of this vineyard, that it yields fo large a profit, both to the 
owner and keepers of it. 

Secondly , The fhare allotted to the keepers is two hundreds from whence 
may beobferved, 

J fly That the minifters of the gofpel fhall have their reward; every one 
that labours in the vineyard fhall have his penny ; and every man y as the apoftle 
fays, 1 Cor. iii. 8 . Jhall receive his own rewardy according to his own labour > 
whether he be employed in watering or in planting. 

2 dfyi That their hayina v their reward is no leffening of Chrift’s; for he 
lias his whole thoufandy tha they haye their two hundred > nay, Chrift comes 
at a confiderable part of his revenue; through their having theirs ; for he 
that receiveth yoUy fays he. Mat. x. 40. receiveth me ; where minifters are 
valued and honoured, Chrift alfo is. 

%dly y As one c well obferves, where Chrift gets his due among a people, 
there and there only do minifters get their due ; where Chrift is heartily re¬ 
ceived, the feet of them that bring glad tidingSy will be beautiful ; where 
Chrift has his thoufandy minifters will have their two hundred ; blit if Chrift 
comes ffiort of his due, no wonder that minifters fhould of theirs ; but what 
is this two bundredy which is due to the keepers ? Why, r. An honourable 
maintenance for themfelves and their families ; for the labourer is worthy of his 
rewardy which is his due according to God’s ordination : Hence the apoftle, 
1 Cor. ix. 7,.8 , 9, 12, 13, 14. eftablifhing the truth of this, from 

feveral inftapees in nature, from the reafonablenefs of things, as well as from 
proofs out of, the law of God, adds, even fohath the Lord ordainedy that they 

; , ,,4 ( .. which 

a In loc* & in praefat. ad comment, in lib. ^ Vid. Shirbajbirim Rabba k AJJhtch in loc. Ss 
R. Abendan. Not. inMiclol Yophi in Pfal.lxxii. 20. c Yefod. Hattor. c. 6. § 12. * Vid. 

Vorft. Not. in Maimon . ibid. Vid. T. Bab, Shebuot, fol. 35. 2. * Durham in loc. 
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which preach the gofpel Jhould live of the gofpel ; but this is but tht leaft part of 
their two hundred ’ 2. Honour and efteem among the people, to Whom they 
minifter, is another part thereof ; for, 1 Tim. v. 17,18. The eldefft that rule 
welly are to be counted worthy of double honour ; by which the apoftle,means 
firft, an honourable maintenance, as is manifeft from his following ^brds *, 
and then that duty and refpeft which are due to them, from their people, who 
ought to efteem them very highly in love , not for their perfons, but'/<?r their 
works fake. 3. The converfion of Tinners is another part of this two hun¬ 
dred*, and indeed, godly and faithful minifters think, that they have a very 
large /hare of their reward, when their labours are fucceeded this way ; for 
' what is our hope , fays the apoftle, 1 Thejf. ii. 19, 20. or joy , or crown of re¬ 
joicing ? Are not even ye in the prefence of our Lord Jcfus Cbrift at bis coming ? 
for ye are our glory and joy ; and as the converfion of Tinners, fo the comfort 
and edification of faints, their ftedfaft adherence to, and continuance in the 
dottrines of the gofpel, are likewife a great fatisfaflion to them ; for now we 
live , fays the fame apoftle, 1 Theft\ iii. 8. if ye ft and faft in the Lord . 4. E- 
ternal glory is the complement of it; they will have their full two hundred 
in heaven, how much ftiort fo ever they come of it here *, where inftead of 
it, poverty, difrelpeft and reproach, frequently attend them ; then they that 
turn many to righteoufnefs jhall Jhine as the ftars for ever and ever , Dan, 
xii. 3. who when they have fought the good fight of faith , 2 Tim. iv. 8. 
fhall receive the crown of righteoufnefs, which is laid up for them, and fhall be 
given, not only to them, but unto all them alfo that love Chrift’s appearing. 

Ver. 13. Thou that dvoelleft in the gardens, the companions hearken to 
thy voice; Caufe me to hear it. 

I Once thought that thefe words were the words of the church to Chrift, 
whofe dwelling place is in his gardens, the churches, to whofe voice in 
the everlafting gofpel, the companions, or young converts, liften with great 
attention and affeftion, which the church obferving, ftirred up in her earrteft 
defires to hear the fame with more power and efficacy, life and livelinefs j 
but having confidered the original text, I find it will by no means bear this 
fenfe ; for the word tranllated, thou that dwelleft, is in the feminine gender, 
and fo regards the bride, and may well be render’d % O thou inhabitrefs of 
the gardens : Hence they appear to be the words of Chrift, direfted unto his 
bride, the church : In which may be confidered, 

I. The title and appellation which is given her 5 Thou that dwell# in'the 
gardens . 

II. The notice which the companions take of her; the companions hearken 
to thy voice. 

III. The requeft which CtwHl makes unto her; caufe me to bear it: 

, » 

i., 1 1 1 1 ■ t 

J L ■The 

ran*n 'O xa$tpi»o<; It jmVok, Quchabitaa in hortis, Vufo. Lat . O'quae 
babitas in hortis, Pagniu. Brigbtman. O qus habitas in iife hortis, Jun. O habitant W hor- 
tis, Ar. Montan. Qu* O tu qttsc in hortia habitai, Mercer* Ta'fedw Quae- 

fedes in hortis, C«rr, 


2 
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I. title and appellation given her by Chrift, is, Thou that dwellejl 
in thegardens , or, O.thou inhabiirefs cf the gardens : Where by the gardens 
muft be underftood particular congregated churches, as has been obferved on 
Chap.vi. 2. of which, the church univerfal is made up, and wherein it may 
be faid to dwell* The Jewilla writers b interpret them of the fchools ana 
congregations* where the law was taught. Now her dwelling in thofe gar¬ 
dens, is expreflive, i. Of the work ihe is employ’d about there ; fhe does 
not dwell there idle ; there is work for her to do, which is the reafon of her 
dwelling there, and that is, to plant, water, prune and drefs the gardens, 
which fhe does by her minifters: Her bufmels here alfo is to attend upon 
the miniftry of the word, and all other ordinances of the gofpel, where fhe 
frequently meets with her beloved *, for he feeds in the gardens , and gathers 
lilies . 2. It denotes her diligence, conftancy, and afliduity in attendance oft 

publick ordinances; fhe not only attended now and then, but always ; lhei 
dwelt in tf^e gardens, and like the firft Chriftians, continued JiedfaJlly in the 
apojlles doftrine and fellowfhip, and in breaking of bread , and in prayers , Afts 
ii. 42. 3. It (hews the delight fhe took in being there, feeing file had took 

up her dwelling there : The tabernacles of God were amiable to her, a day in 
his courts was better than a thoufand elfewhere. This was the one thing fhe 
defired of the Lord , Pfal. xxvii. 4. and what, with a great deal of application 
fhe fought for, namely, to dwell in the boufe of the Lord all the days of her 
life' to behold the beauty of the Lord , and to enquire in his temple ; becaufe 
with the difciples, fhe judg’d it was good for her to be there, where fhe en¬ 
joyed the prefence of Chrift, had the affiftance of his fpirit, and the difeo- 
veries of his love. 4. It alfo appears evident from hence, that fhe made an 
open profeilion of Chrift; fhe did not creep into thofe gardens now and 
then as it were by ftealth, but fhe dwelt in them •, fhe was not like Nico - 
demus , who came to Chrift by night, nor thofe other Jews, who believed in 
him, but were afraid to confefs him, for fear of being put out of the fyna- 
gogue ; nor like many in our days, who will not enter into church-commu¬ 
nion, becaufe of being expofed to the reproach of the world ; though with the 
mouth confejfion fhould be made unto fdlvation, as well as with the heart mad 
fhould believe unto righteoufnefs, Rom. x. 10. for as the one is neceffary for 
the comfort of the believer, the other is as neceffary for the glory of Chrift. 
5. Her dwelling here expreffes her ftedfaft adherence to the profeffion fhe 
had made, as well as her conftant attendance on gofpekordinances •, fhe was 
not as many who forfake the affembling of themfelves together, but cleaved urt- 
to the Lord,, and to his churches with full purpofe of heart, having an af¬ 
fectionate concern for them all,: and in-this refpeft fhe dwelt in them 5 it may; 
be faid of her on fome accounts* as the apoftle faid of himfelf, 2 Cor . xii 
28. that the car* of all the ri>«ra&towasupon him, as appears from Chap. 
vii. 12. and viii. 8. 

Moreover, from Oferift’s giving her this tkle, may be obferved, 1. That 
her dwelling in the gardens, was what he approved of, and was wellpleafing 
to him ; ’tis his will that faints fhould incorporate into churches, and thofe 
who are converted give themfelves up to them, and continue with thefti as 

appears 

* Targum, Shirhalhirim Rabba, Jarchi Sc Aljhech in loc. vid. T. Bab. Sabbat, fob 63. 1. & 
Gloff. in ibid. 
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appears From his blefling of them, when they are there, with greater mea- 
fures of grace, light and knowledge, larger fupplies of his fpirit, and fweet 
enjoyments of his prefence. 2. That this is a title of honour, and is ex- 
prefiive of what dignity fhe was advanced unto ; and indeed, it is no fmall 
honour which faints have, to have a name and a place in God’s boufe y which 
is better than fons and daughters ; David thought fo when he envied the very 
fparrow and fwallow, which had made their nefts, as he fays, even near thine 
altars , 0 Lord of Hofts> my king and my God ; and then adds, blejfed are they 
that dwell in thine boufe, they will be Jlill praifing thee y Pfal. Ixxxiv. 3, 4. their 
work, their employment, as well as their place is honourable and glorious. 
3. That it was for her profit as well as for her honour, to dwell here ; for 
thefe gardens are ftored with all manner of precious fruits; and above all, 
there {lands in the midft of them the apple-tree , Chrift Jefus, which is rich¬ 
ly laden with a variety of excellent fruit, mentioned Chap. ii. 3. under the 
fhadow of which the church frequently fits with great delight , and plucks and 
eats, and the fruit thereof is fweet unto her tafte . 4. That fhe ftiould always 

continue and abide there ; he does not fay, thou that didjl dwells or fhalt dwell 
in the gardens , but, thou that dwelleji , denoting her continued abode there; 
there is no fear of her being turned out of thefe gardens, as Adam was out 
of his Eden y fo he drove out the man y Gen. iii. 24. nor are there any cheru - 
bim, or a flaming fword to keep the way of the tree of life y but all free and 
open, and nothing terrifying and menacing ; it is true, every plant which 
Chrift’s heaven J y father has not planted , Jhall be rooted up •, all thofe who are 
in churches only by a mere vifible profeflion without the truth of Grace, fhall 
be turned out with a friend how camefl thou in hither ? but as for all true be¬ 
lievers, they {hall continue and abide until they are tranfplanted into the hea¬ 
venly paradife above. 

II. The noti<*e which the companions take of her, they hearken to her voice y 
in which may be enquired, ift 9 Who are meant by the companions . 2 dly 9 
What by their hearkening to her voice . 

lfl y Thefe companions may be taken either in a bad fenfe or in a good 
fenfe ; if in a bad fenfe, as in Chap . i. 7. then by them we are to underftand 
falfe teachers, who pretend to be the companions and friends of Chrift; who 
artfully infinuate themfelves into churches, and would have them believe, they 
are aiming at the advancement of the fame caufe and intereft, and mean the 
fame things as they do ; and thus with feigned words they introduce their dam¬ 
nable hereftes y and make merchandize of the fouls of men ; they liften to the 
churches words and doftrines, to catch and carp at, wreft and pervert, ufe and 
improve to anfwer their own ends and purpofes: Now thefe words may be con- 
fidered as a caution given by Chrift to the church to beware of them, as he did 
to his difciples, Mat . vii. 15. and a sPaul did to the elders of Ephefus y A£ts 
xx. 29, 30, 31. feeing they were liftning to what flie faid, not out of good, 
but ill will; yet notwithftanding he would not have her be filent, but fays 
he, caufe me to bear it y or caufe to bear me y i. e. preach me boldly and open¬ 
ly, in no wife being afraid of them \ for he would not have her fpeak fo foft- 
ly to him, that the companions which liftened might not hear, as R . A^tn 
Ezra on the text obferves \ no, for fays he, what I tell you in darknefi , that 
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fpeak j yifn light ; and* what ye hear in the ear, that preach ye upon the houfe 
tops, &at. x. 27. but yet with a proper guard upon themfelves both with re- 
fpeft to open and fecret enemies. Though, I rather think, that we are to 
underftand thefe companions in a good fenfe; by whom may be meant, either, 
1. God the Father, b and God the Holy Ghoft, who are both the companions 
of Chrift *, for there are three that bear record in heaven , the Father , the Word, 
and the Holy Ghoft , and thefe three are one , i John v. 7, they are of one 
nature and efience, poffefs the fame perfe&ions, are partners in the fame 
works both of nature and grace, and equally fhare the glory which refults 
from thence \ now thefe divine perfons liften to what the church and poor be¬ 
lievers fay ; they that feared the Lord fpake often one to another , and the Lord 
hearkened and heard it , Mai. iii. 16. Or elfe, 2. The holy angels may be 
here intended, as many interpreters c both Jewifli and Chriftian think ; thefe 
are the friends and companions of the faints, as well as of Chrift; they are 
reconciled to them through Chrift, are willing to perform all the offices of 
friendfliip to them, they rejoice at their converfion, bring meffages of peace 
and comfort to them, acknowledge themfelves to be their fellow-lervants, and 
are miniftring fpirits unto thofe who are the heirs of falvation : not to enter 
upon the confideration of that queftion, whether every man hath his angel to 
attend upon him ; which I muft confefs I am fomewhat inclined to believe, 
there being fome fcriptures which leem to furnifh us with fome proofs of it, 
as Mat. xviii. 10. Attsx ii. 15. however this appears certain, that the faints 
have the angels of God attending on them; he hath given his angels charge 
concerning them ; they encamp round about thofe that fear him •, they are the 
guardians and companions of the faints in life, and at death carry their fouls to 
glory ; now thefe liften to what they fay in their clofets, in their families, in 
their private or publick converfation, as feems manifeft from Ecclef v. 6 . 
they wait upon the publick aftemblies of the faints, and hearken to the voice of 
the gofpel, as delivered by the minifters of it *, hence that direftion is given by 
the apoftle, 1 Cor. xi. 10. for the woman to cover her head in the time of pub¬ 
lick Worftiip. The angels get much of ..their knowledge in, and acquaintance 
with the great myfteries of grace and falvatfon, from what they hear from the 
church, Eph . iii. 10. and it is with much conftancy, diligence, and earneftnefs 
that they defire to look into thefe things, 1 Pet . i. 12. Or elfe rather, By 
thefe companions may be meant the daughters of Jerufalem , who all along 
attended the bride in this fong j who are the virgins, her companions , as they 
are called, PfaL xlv. 14. by which young converts more elpecially may be 
underftood ; who liften with a great deal of affedrion and attention to what 
the church, or older and more experienced chriftians fay *, though all believers 
in general may well come under this title of companions, as it is given to 
them, Pfal. exxii. 8. for David , though he was fo a great man, and in llich an 
exalted ftation of life, ytt did not difdain to be called a companion of all them 
that fear God, Pfal. cxix. 63. Now the faints may be faid to be companions 
of each other for thefe following reafons. ' (1.) Becaufe they are interefted ia 
one and the fame covenant, of which Chrift is the head, furety and media¬ 
tor, and have an ecpaal right and claim to all the bleffing9 and promifes of it.' 

-•* (2.) They 

h SoPifcatorin Ioc. c Shirhalhirim Rabba, R. Sol. Jarchi. R, Aben Ezra, Alcuin, Fo-. 
liot, Santtius & Diodat. in loc. 

Y y y 
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(2.) They have all one and the fame faviour, are all, faved in one way, and 
fliare alike in the fame felvation; for which reafon it is called the common fal - 
vation, Jude 3. not that it is common to all the world, but only to. the eleft 
of God, who are called to be faints. (3.) They are partakers of the fame 
grace, particularly that of faith *, for the meaneft faint obtains like precious 
faith with the greaceft ; the fame may.be faid of all other graces of the fpi- 
rit; for indeed as there is but one body, of which they are all members, fo 
there is but one fpirit which aduates them all, even as they are alfo called in 
one hope of their calling , Eph. iv. 4. (4.) They are partners, and lhare alike 

in the fame privileges of the gofpel, to which they have all an equal right; 
for they are all fellow citizens with the faints , and of the houfhold of God. 
(<,.) As companions they frequently converfe together-, they that feared the 
Lord fpake often one to another \ they meet in private, and take fweet counfel 
together , as well as walk unto the houfe of God in company ; they fympathize 
with each other in all conditions, both outward and inward •, they weep with 
them that weep t and rejoice with them that rejoice \ they bear one anothers bur¬ 
dens, and fo fulfil the law of Chrijt . (6.) They are here companions toge¬ 

ther in tribulation and fufferings, as John fays. Rev. i. 9. and fhall be part¬ 
ners together in heaven, where they fhall enjoy that glorious inheritance , which 
lies among them that are fanttified. 

idly. Now thefe companions hearken to the voice of the church •, by which 
may be meant either, 1. The gofpel as preached by her minifters, which is a 
joyful found , and makes delightful mufic in the ears of believers, which are 
opened and unftopped by the fpirit of God ; or, 2. The admonitions of the 
church, which ought to be hearkened to, Mat. xviii. 15, 16, 17. and will be 
regarded by all thofe whowifh well to Zion , who have a value and efteem lor 
the authority of churches, and entertain mean and humbje thoughts of them- 
folves, Pfal. cili. 5. 3. The voice of the church in all other ordinances, and 

particularly that of finging may be here intended ; for the church was now 
bearing her part in this fong with.Cfyrift; with whofe voice thefe virgins her 
companions were charmed, which made them get the nearer, and more care¬ 
fully liften to her. Thus laints lhould be teaching anfi admonijhing one another 
< in pfalms , and hyrrini^ and fpiritual fongs , finging with grace in their hearts to 
'the Ldrd, Col. iii. if). 4. The voice of the church, and of true believers in 
private converfation, is liftened to by young converts ; becaufe it is tha which 
is good\ to the ufe of edifying, and what minifters grace unto the hearers . 

HI. The requeft which Chrift makes to .his church, is, caufe me to hear it \ i*e. ; 
thy voice which is exceeding fweet and charming to Chrift:, as appears from 
Chap. ii. 14. where he fays, let me hear thy voice ; a phrafe exadly agreeable to 
this, and which is there more largely explained ; and the reafon there given, 
why he makes fuch a requeft, is, becaufe fweet is thy voice: So is the voice of 
the church in praying to him, praifing of him, fppaking largely of his per- 
fon, grace, and office, as well as boldly confefiing of him before men. Though* 
the word here ufed may as well be rendered d caufe to hear me , i. e. preach 
me, as Junius tranflates it; and the meaning is, feeing the companions thus 
flock unto thee, and liften with the utmoft attention and fatisfadion JP. thy ? 

voice, 

- ’iV'DwTl fit. Sept, fac me audire, Vulg. Lat . Cocc. Ar. Monta#. fagnin. Bright- 

man, fac utaudiam, Mercer, edl mihi vocexri tuam. Tig. predica me, 7*®*- 
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voice, tike the opportunity of preaching ftie unto them ; let my perfon, 
blood, righteoufnefs, it)d grace be the iiibjedt of thy miniftry. And thus 
indeed it was in the primitive times ; for, fays the apoftle Paul, I determined 
not to know , i. e. to make known any thing among you* fave Jejus Chrifi and 
him crucified) i Cor . ii. 2. The firft minifters of the gofpel did not preach 
themfelves nor others, but Chrifi Jefus the Lord ; he was the fum and fub- 
ftance of their miniftry * and now though this way of preaching was to the 
Jews a Jtumbling-block , and to the Greeks fcoltJhnefs\ yet it was owned of God, 
for the converfion of Tinners, and the comfort of faints, and has been more or 
lefs fo in all ages of the world, and will be continued to be pradtifed until 
the fecond coming of Chrift; which he may perhaps here intend, and is 
What the church earneltly prays for in the following verfe. 

Ver. 14. Make hafle , my beloved, and be thou like to a roe, or to>a young 
harty upon the mountains of fpices . 

T HESE are the words of the chtirch, earneflly imploring the prefence 
of Chrift. She begihs and ends this' fortg, and in both fignifies her 
great affedlion to him, how much ftie valued his company, and howdefirous 
flie was of it; this appears throughout the Whole fong to lie uppermoft in her 
heart, affedtions, and defires ; ftie had had much hearnefs of accefs* to Chrift, 
and much communion with him, as appears from this chapter, and yet file 
wants more •, fhe cannot be eafy without the everlafting enjoyment of him on 
the mountains of Jpices, In the words may be confidered, 

I. The title fhe gives him ; my beloved. 

II. The requeft fhe makes to him \ make hajle-y &c. 

I. The title fhe gives him is, My beloved ; and is what fhe had often given 
him in this fong : She feems to take delight in ufing it; in which fhe ex- 
prefles her love and affedtion to him, with the continuance of it; fhe acknow¬ 
ledges that he was her beloved ftill ; fhe claims her intereft in him, a com¬ 
fortable fenfe of which lhe now enjoyed % hereby fhe alfo.diftinguifhes him 
from all other beloveds, and Ihews that fhe Was not afhamed to own him as 
fuch ; as indeed, fhe had no reafon : And, perhaps, fhe may have aparticir\ 
lar view in giving him this title here, which is to improve her intereft in him® 
as a motive or argument to obtain her requeft ; for fuch fuits that are founded 
upon the near relation which fouls bear to Chrift, feldom mifs of fucceeding; 
But having more largely explained this charadter elfewhere, I fliall not infift 
any longer upon it; but proceed, 

II. To confider the requeft fhe makes j which may be regarded either, U 
As a pafiionate wifh for the incarnation of Chrift, that he would fpeedily 
come and appear ©aamount Zion , and m the temple where the facrifices were 
offered up, and the facet finelling inCenfd afcended, which were both typical of 
his facrifice and mediation^ nothing was moredefirableor more importunately 
pray’d for, or more impatiently longed for by the Old Teftament-chufch, 
than this was, and yet nothing more flighted than it was, when brought 
about. 2. It may be underftood as the defire of the church after thfe fpiri- 

Y y y 2 tual 
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tual prefence of Chrift, in his houfe, and upon the mountains of Zion, where 
he commands bis bleffmg , even life for evermore: Nothing is more fatisfying 
to believers than Chrift^ prefence ; it is preferred by them to all the enjoy¬ 
ments of life ; if thy frefence go not with me (fays Mofes, Exod . xxxiii. i 5 .) 
carry us not up hence ; this puts joy and gladnefs into the fouls of God’s peo¬ 
ple, more than when corn and wine increafe •, they are oftentimes impatient 
without it, pant for it, as the hart pantetb after the water brooks ; for as his 
abfence is death unto them, lb his prefence is life ; this fills their hearts with 
comfort, (liffufes an univerfal plealure throughout their fouls, banilhes their 
doubts and fears, fupports them under all the prefiures, forrows and afflidions 
of life, lets them above the fears of death, and makes them that they can 
look into another world, and an awful eternity, with the utmoft fatisfadion 
and lerenity of mind j fo that it is no wonder that Chrift’s gracious prefence 
fhould be lb delirable to faints: Befides, there was good -reafon for the church 
to make fuch a requeft here, feeing he had in the preceding verfe enjoined her 
to caufe him to hear her voice, /. e . to preach his gofpel, fet forth the glory 
of his perfon, and open the treafures of his grace to fouls, which to perform 
aright, (he knew that fhe was unable of herfelf; for who indeed is fufficient 
for thefe things ? for even thofe who are furniflied with the greateft gifts and 
largeit capacities for fuch a work, are yet in fufficient to think any thing as of 
themfelves, much lefs to go through fo great a work, but their fufficiency is of 
God \ and therefore the church here defires the prefence of Chrift with her, 
and that fpeedily, in order to do it: It is as if fhe fhould fay, I am very 
willing to be found faithful and diligent in the difeharge of this work, which 
thou haft called me to •, but I am not able to perform it myfelf; do thou 
therefore haften to my afliftance, and grant me thy prefence, without which 
I can do nothing; and this alfo Chrift knows full well, and therefore he has 
promifed his miniftring fervants to be with them always in their work, even 
unto the end of the world . Or elfe, 3. This petition of her’s may regard the 
fpreading of the gofpel over all the nations of the world. The gofpel fhall 
not only be preached to all nations, but this precious box of ointment 
being opened, the favour of Chrift’s knowledge fhall be diffufed in every place; 
for the earth fhall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
fea: Ifa. xi. 9. Multitudes of fouls fhall be converted to Chrift, and made 
fubjedl to the feeptre of his grace •, thofe voices fhall then be heard in heaven , 
i. e. in the church below. Rev . xi. 15. The kingdoms of this world are become 
the kingdoms of our Lord , and of bis Chrift: Thofe nations which before were 
comparable to lions dens, and the mountains of the leopards , may now be call¬ 
ed the mountains of fpices, ^for their fragrancy and fruitfulnefs; on which Chrift 
appears in his glory, the time being come that the prophecy Ihould be fulfilled, 
Zech. xiv. 9. And the Lord fhall be king over all the earth: In that day fhall 
there be one Lord, and his name one ; and what can be more defireable to the 
faints than this ? No wonder the church fhould be fo importunate in her re¬ 
queft. Though, 4. I rather think that fhe intends the fecond coming of 
Chrift ; as the Old Teftament-faints breathed after his firft coming, fo New- 
Teflament-faints earneftly defire his fecond coming ; they love it, they long 
for it, they pray for it > nay, as the apoftle Peter fays, 2 Pet. iii. 12. they 
2 are 
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are hafting to it, i. e. they defire Chrift to haften it ; they do not care how 
foon that day comes ; for though it will be awful and terrible to the 
wicked, yet it will be 'much to their profit and advantage * for Chrift will 
appear a fecond time without fin unto jalvation \ his firft appearance was 
in the Itkenefs of finful flejh , and with all the fins of his people charged upon 
him, for which he made fatisfacftion to juftice, and thereby procured eternal 
falvation for them ; but his next appearance will be without any fin at all, 
in any fenfe whatever, being fully difcharged from all, as the head, furety, 
and reprefentative of his people •, when he will put them into the adhial 
pofifefiion of that falvation he before procured. Now it may be obferved 
that this is the laft petition of the church’s ; lhe clofes the fong with it, as 
John does his book of the Revelation: Surely I come 4 quickly y fays Chrift ; 
Amen , fays John , even fo come Lord Jefus: From whence we may obferve, 
that the coming of Chrift to take his people to himlelf, that where he is 
there they may be alfo, is the completion of all believers prayers and joys ; 
when this is obtained, they have no more to alk for, nor any more indeed 
do they want; it may be faid of them then, what is faid of David , in the 
72d pfalm, which whole pfalm regards the glory and peace of Chrift’s ever- 
lafting kingdom, the prayers of David, the fon of Jeffe, are ended \ i. e. all 
his wifhes are granted, and his requefts fulfilled, when this is effedted. But 
now let us. confider a little more particularly, the feveral phrafes by which 
the church expreffes her defire for the coming of Chrift. And, 

\ft y She fays. Make hafte y my beloved: Not that lhe defired him to come 
before the time appointed of the Father ; for as there was a fet time, which is 
called the fulnefs of time , which was agreedupon for Chrift’s coming in the flefli; 
fo there is a time fixed and determined for his fecond coming; as the per- 
fon, fo the day is appointed by God, in the which he will judge the world in 
righteoufnefs •, though of that day and that hour knoweth no man y no y not the 
angels which are in heaven y neither the fon y as he is man, but the Father 5 
therefore it is both vain and finful for perfons curioufly to enquire into it, 
and bold and daring to attempt the fixing of it \ for it is not for us to know 
the times or the feafons which the Father hath put in his own power . Now 
Chrift will not come before, nor will he flay longer than this time appointed; 
and this the church knew; nor does lhe defire him to come fooner, yet 
could be glad to fee thofe things accomplilhed, which mull precede it; fuch 
as the converfion of the Jews, and the bringing in the fulnefs of the Gentiles, 
all which the Lord will haften ; but it will be in his own time ; nor does the 
church mean any other *, but by ufing this exprefiion, lhe fignifies the earn- 
eftnefs of her defire to have this accomplilhed, being as it were impatient 
until it was done; her language is much like Sifera* smother’s, who faid con¬ 
cerning him. Why is his chariot fo long in coming ? Why tarry the wheels of his 
chariots? Moreover it may be obferved, that the word here tranflated, make 
hafte y may be rendered *>, flee away \ the meaning of which is not that the 
church defired Chrift to remove or depart from her; no, lhe valued his pre¬ 
fence at another rate than to defire him to withdraw from her ; thofe indeed 
who prefer their lufts, their pleafures, their profits, their fwine before Chrift, 

* mil Qvyh Sept . Fuge, Vulgs Lat . Ar* Mont an* Pagnin, Mercer. Cocc. Brightman . Fugito, 
*Tig. Accurre, Jun* 
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fay, depart from us ; but as for the church, when Ihe hasTound him, fht 
holds him fall, and will not lei him go ; fo that when file defires him to flet 
azvay, fomething clfe mull be underllood ; which is, that fhe being weary of 
a finful and troublefome world, breathed after an everlafting reft with him 
upon the fpicy mountans ; and therefore Ihe would have him remove from 
his o-arden below, where he was, and take her along with him to glory . 
where Ihe might eternally enjoy him without any difturbance or moleftation. 

2dfy y She defiresthat he wouldbe like a roe or a young bart upon the mountains 
of fpices ; For what reafons Chrift may be compared to a roe or a young bart y 
has been lhewn on Chap . ii. 9. Her meaning here is, that he Would come 

quickly and fpeedily, and be as lwift in his motion as the roe or young hart which 

runs upon the mountains, and other high places, where they delight to flop and 
leap; fee Hab. iii. 19. And by thefe mountains of fpices , we are not to underftand 
mount Moriaby and the temple built upon it, as R. Sol. Jarchi interprets 
them ; but rather the mountains of Zion y or the feveral congregations and 
churches where fhe defired his gracious prelence, until his fecond coming ; 
which may be compared to mountains for their height and fublimity, being 
eftablilhed and exalted above all others, Ifa. ii. 2. as well as for their per¬ 
manency and immoveablenefs ; for they that trujl in the LordJhall be as mount 
Zion, which can never be removedy but abideth for every Pfal. cxxv. 1. and 
may be called mountains of fpicesy becaufe of thofe precious plants which grow 
there, and thofe fragrant graces with which they abound, as well as thofe 
fweet fmelling facrifices of prayer and praife, which are there offered up: 
Though I rather think that the joys and glories of the heavenly ftate are here 
intended, where the church defires to have everlafting and uninterrupted com¬ 
munion with her beloved 5 and that fpeedily, if it was his will; where file 
ftiould be on high, and out of the reach of every fiiare, and every enemy; 
where fhe would be fafe, fecure and immoveable* and roll herfelf in pleafures 
that will never end. For, 1. Thefe mountains may denote the height and 
fublimity of this happy ftate ; it is above y it is an inheritance referved in bea- 
veny a hope laid up there, a prize of the high calling of God in Chrift Jefus. 
2. May exprefs the permanency and everlaftingnefs thereof: It is a city which 
hath foundations-, ana thefe immoveable: It is a building of GW, -eternal in 
the heavens ; thefe habitations are everlafting , from whence there never will be 
a remove. 3. May fignify the exceeding pleafantnefs and deliphtfulnefs 
thereof; that ftate may well be reprefented by fpicy mountains, feeing in the 
prefence of Chrift there is fulnefs of joyy and at his right hand there are pleafures 
for evermore \ no wonder then that the church ftiould fo pafflonately wifh for 
the enjoyment of this happinefs, and clofe this fong in the manner fhe does, 
laying. Make bafte 9 my beloved , and be thou like a roe of a young hart upon the 
mountains of fpices. 
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CHALDEE PARAPHRASE 

ON THE 

Song of Songs, 

CHAP. I. 

V ERSE i. L’he fong of fongu &c.] The fongs and hymn6 which So¬ 
lomon the prophet, king of Ifrael delivered by the fpirit b of pro¬ 
phecy, before Jehovah, the Lord of the whole world. Ten fongs are 
fung in this world ; but this is the moft excellent of them all. The firft fong 
Adam fung, at the time when his fins were forgiven him ; and the fabbath-day 
came, he put a covering upon his lips y and he fung c a pfalm or fong for the fab¬ 
bath-day. The fecondfongiimg Mofes with the children of Ifrael> at thetime when 
the Lord of the world divided the fea of Supb for them ; then they all of them 
opened their mouths, and fung as one along 5 as it is written, d Then fang Mofes 
and the children of Ifrael. The third fong the children of Ifrael fung at the 
time that the well of water was given them ; as it is written, e "Then fung Ifrael. 
The fourth fong Mofes the, prophet fung, when his time was come to depart f 
out of the world, and in which he reproved the people of the houfe of Ifrael ; 

as 

4 The word Signifies an expofition," or interpretation, or a tranflation of one lan¬ 

guage into another ; and here, of the Hebrew text into the Chaldee language, with an explana¬ 
tion. The firft ufe of thefe tranflations was after the return of the Jews from Babylon , where 
they had almoft loft the Hebrew language, and therefore were ned&kry for the underftanding 
the law and the prophets. The tranflation of the five books of Mofes was done by Onkelos t and 
that of the prophets by Jonathan BenVzziel; the former of which lived a little after Chrift, 
and the latter a little before him ; but-the tranflation of th c Hagiographa, among which is this 
book of Canticles , is generally thought to be done by R. Jofeph Coccus. Tofafhot in T. Bab. 
Sabbat, fol. x 15. i. The paraphrafe on this book could not be wrote till after the finifhing of 
the Talmud , feeing exprefs mention is made of it in it. b Which is the holy ipirit, as is after¬ 
wards explained. This book was wrote by infpiration of the holy fpirit, as all the books 
of the old Teftament were : The authors of them fpake and wrote as they were moved by the Holy 
GhoJi. What the Targum fays of this book is the mind of Jewifh writers in general. Vid. Mifna 
Tratf. Tadaim t c. 3. §. 5. Shirhajhirim JR abba in ver. 1. Midrafh Kohelet in t ter. 1. Zohar in 
Exod. fol. 59. 3. Jar chi and Aben Ezra in Brer fat. in Cant. Kimchi in 1 Reg. 11. 41. c PfaL 
xcii. which pfalm many jewifh writers think was made by the firft man Adam ; fo Targum in 
PfaL xcii. Zohar in Gen. fol. 43. 2. Vajtkra Rabba 9 parafli. 10. but in Shemoth Rabba, parafh. 23. 
’tis faid that Adam never compofed any fong; and that the fong which Mofes and the children of’ 
Ifrael fung at the red fea, was the firft that ever was fung in the world ; and indeed, ’tis the* 
firft that is mentioned in feripture. d Exod. xv. I. : e Numb, xxi, 17. 1 A phraft exprefliv* 
•f death ; fee Phil. i. 23. 
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as it is written, * Give ear y O beavtHs , and I will fpeak . Th tfiftb fong, Jo* 
fhua the fon of Nun r fung, when he fought in Gibeon > and the Mi and moon 
flood ftill for him h thirty and fix hours; when they ceafed from figging, he 
himfelf opened his mouth, and fung a fong ; as it is written, 1 Then fung 
Jofhua before the Lord . The fixth long, Barak and Deborah fung, in the 
day that the Lord delivered Sifera and his army into the hands of the chil¬ 
dren of Jfrael j as it is written, k Then fang Deborah and Barak, the fon of 
Abinoam. The feventb fong, Hannah fung, at a time when a fon was-given 
her by the Lord ; as it is written, 1 and Hannah prayed in prophecy , and faid . 
The eighth fong, David the king of Ifrael fung, on the account of all the 
wonders which the Lord did for him j he opened his mouth and fung a fong 5 
as it is written, 10 And David fang in prophecy before the Lord. The ninth fong, 
Solomon the king of Ifrael fung, by the holy fpirit, before Jehovah, the Lord 
of the whole world. And the tenth fong, the children of the captivity lhall 
fing, at the time when they (hall come out of captivity, as it is written and 
explained by Ifaiah the prophet 5 n This fong lhall be unto you, for joy as in 
the night, that the feaft of the pafiover is kept holy ; and gladnefs of heart, 
as when the people go to appear before the Lord, three times in a year, with 
all kinds of mufic, and found of the pipe ; when they go up to the moun¬ 
tain of the Lord, to worlhip before the Lord, the mighty one of Ifrael . 

Ver. 2. Let him kifs me, &c.] Solomon , the prophet faid, Bleffed be the 
name of the Lord, who hath given us the law by the hands of Mofes , 0 the 
great fcribe, written upon two tables of ftone, and the fix parts of the p Mif- 
na and Talmud q with the explanation ; and he was fpeaking to us face to 
face, as a man kifleth his friend, becaufe of the greatnefs of the love with 
which he loved us more than r the feventy nations. 

Ver. 3. Becaufe of the favour , &c.] At the report of thy wonders, and 
of thy power, which thou wroughteft for thy people the houfe of Ifrael, all 
the nations trembled who heard of the fame of thy greatnefs, and of thy 

good 

E Deut. xxxii. 1. h In JoJh. x. 13. ’tis faid, that the fun flood flill in themidfl of heaven, 
end bafled not to go down, tDlO about a whole day, or* compleat day ; which if we un- 

derffand of an artificial day, was but twelve hours ; but if of a natural day, twenty four hours. 
Kimchi on JoJh. x. 13. fays that this miracle was wrought in the fummer-folftice, and on the 
fongeft day in the year, which in the land of Canaan confiAs but of fourteen hours ; whereas the 
Tar gum here fays, the fun flood flill thirty fix hours, which make three artificial days, and one 
natural day and an half. The fame is faid in T. Bab . Avoda Zara fol. 25. 1. and by Juft in 
idartyr . Dialog, cum Tryph. p. 361. Vid. Ecclefiaflicut xlvi. 5. 1 So the Targum on jofo* x. 

12. k Judg. v. i. 1 So the Targum on 1 Sam. ii. 1. m So the Targum in 2 Sam. xxii. 1. 
n Much to the fame purpofe is the Targum on If a. xxx. 29. 0 So Ezra is called a fcribe of the 

law of the God of heaven, Ezra vii. 11, 12. p The rnifna, which confifts of fix parts, is a 
collection of the traditions of the Jews, or their oral law, compiled by R. Judah, about the year 
150. s Or the Gemara, as it is read in Targum Triplex, printed with the pentateuch ; of this 
Gemara or Talmud there are two forts; the one is called the Jerufalem Talmud, which R. Jo- 
ehanan collected together, about the year of Chrifl 230. the other is called the Babylonian Tal¬ 
mud, which was begun by R. Afe in the year 367. who was fucceeded in it by Maremar , in the 
year 427. and at laft was finiihed by R. Avina , in the year 500. The former was written for the 
ufe of the Jerufalem Jews ; the latter for thofe in Babylon , and other parts, and is moftly efteem- 
Od of; it contains the difputations and decifions of the Jewilh doctors upon the Mifna: Vid. R. 
David Ganz t Tzemach David, par. 1. fol. 31.2. Sc 33. 1. z.&c 34. I. Buxtorf Bib hot h. Rob. 
p. 425- r it is a.generally received opinion among the Jews, that feventy angels defcen«d and 
confounded the language at Babel, from which time the earth was divided into feventy different 
nations, fpeaking feventy different languages. Vid. Targum Jon. in Gen , xi. 7, 
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good figns ; and thy holy name was heard in all the earth, which is more ex¬ 
cellent than the anointing oil that was poured upon the heads of the kings and 
priefts•, and therefore the righteous love to walk in thy good way, that they 
may poiTefs a this world, and the world to come. 

Ver. 4. Draw tne y &c.] When the people of the houfe of Ifrael came out 
of Egyfty the Shechinab of the Lord of the world went before them 1 in a 
pillar of cloud by day, and in a pillar of fire by night. The righteous of 
that generaaion (aid. Lord of all the world, draw us after thee, and we will 
run in thy good way j and bring us to the foot of mount Sinai y and give us 
the law out of thy treafure-houfe, the firmament, and we will rejoice and be 
glad, in the u twenty two letters with which it is written; and we will remem¬ 
ber them, and love thy Deity, and will withdraw ourfelVes from the idols of 
the nations ; and all the righteous which do what is right before thee, fhall 
fear thee, and love thy commandments. 

Ver. 5. Iam blacky &c.] When the houfe of Ifrael made the calf, their 
faces became black, like the fons of Cujh w , which dwell in the tents of Kedar ; 
but when they returned, by repentance, and were forgiven, the brightnefs of 
the glory of their faces was increafed, like the angels ; becaufe they made 
curtains for the tabernacle, therefore the Shechinab of the Lord dwelt among 
them , and MofeSy their matter, went up into the * firmament, and made peace 
between them and their king. 

Ver. 6. Look not upon mey &c.] The congregation of Ifrael faid before the 
nations, Do no^defpife me, becaufe I am blacker than you, fori have done ac¬ 
cording to your works, and have y worfhipped the fun and moon ; for falfe 
prophets have been the caufe that the fierce anger of the Lord hath come down 
upon me; and they taught me to worfhip your idols, and to walk in your laws; 
but the Lord of the world, who is my God, I have not ferved, nor walked 
in his commandments, nor have I kept his ftatutes and his law. 

Ver. 7. Tell me , O thouy &c. ] When the time of Mofes the prophet was 
come, to * depart out of the world, he faid before the Lord, It is revealed unto 
me, that this people will fin, and go into captivity ; now fhew me how they 
fhall be governed and dwell among the" nations, whofe decrees are grievous as 
the heat, and as the fcorchings of the fun at noon, in the * fummer-folftice; 
and wherefore it is that they fhall wander among the flocks of the fons of Efau 
and IJhmaely who join to thee their idols, for companions. 

Ver* 


* A like phrafe fee in Epb. i. 21. Mat. xii. 32. x Vid. Exod. xiii. 21, 22. u The num¬ 
ber of Hebrew letters in the Alphabet. R. ifaac in Shirhajhirim Rabba in loc. gives the fame fenfe 
of the words, which he collets from the word in thee, Handing numerically for two,- and 
twenty. w The Ethiopians. Shirhajhirim Rabba in loc. explains the words by Amos ix. 7. Are 
ye not as children of the Ethiopians unto me , St c. * It is a received opinion among the Jews, that 
Mofes went up into the firmament of heaven ; though the feriptures only fignify that he went up 
into mount Sinai, and was in the midltof the cloud with God there. So the Targum on ver . 11, 
12, 14. and on Pfal. lxviii. 18. r So ’tis explained in Shirhajhirim Rabba in loc. See Deut. 
xvii. 3. Job xxi. 26, 27. 2 Kings xxxiii. 5, 11, Exek . viii. 16. z See note on ver. r. a The 
Jews, as here and elfewhere call it ftiOn nDlPH revolution- of Eammuz ; the fun is fo called, 
£zek. viii. 14. which was worfhipped under tnis name 5 itanfvvers in part to our June, when the 
Yun enters into the tropic of Cancer, and is what is meant by this revolution, Mai man. Hilch. 
Kiddujh Hacbodejh, c. 9. §. z. Vid. Ear gum Jon. in Gen. viii, 22. 

Z z z 
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Ver. 8. If thcu know not , &c : ] The holy blefTed God raid to Mofes the 
prophet, if it is thy defire that the captivity may be averted * the Congregation 
of Ifrael, which is like to a fair dam lei whom my foul loveth, let her walk in 
the ways of the righteous, and let her order her prayer according to the <Jircc- 
, tion of her governors, and let her lead her pofterity, and learn her children, 
which are like to the kids of the goats, to go to the fynagogue and the fchooi; 
and by that righteoufnefs they lhall be governed in the captivity, until the 
time that I fend the king Mefiiah, and he lhall lead them quietly to their ha¬ 
bitations ; yea, he Jhall bring them to the houfe of the fanttuary, which David 
and Solomon , the Ihepherds of Ifrael fhall build for them. 

Ver. 9. To a company of borjes, &c.] When Ifrael went out of Egypt, Pha¬ 
raoh and his holt purfued after them, with chariots and horfemen, and their 
way was (hut up on the four fides of them •, on the right-hand and on the 
left were wildernefles, full of fiery ferpents, and behind them were wicked 
Pharaoh and his army, and before them was the fea of Supb. What did the 
holy blefled God do ? He was manifefted in the power of his might upon the fea, 
and dried the fea up ; but the clay he did not dry up. The wicked and the 
mixed multitude, and the ftrangers which were among them, faid, a The waters 
of the fea he is able to dry up, but the clay he is not able to dry up. In that very 
hour the fierce anger of the Lord came upon them, and he fought to drown them 
in the waters of the lea, as Pharaoh and his army, his chariots and his horlemen, 
and his horfes, were drowned; had it not been for Mofes, the prophet who fpread 
his hands in prayer before the Lord, and turned away the anger of the Lord' 
from them: Then he and the righteous of that generation opened their 
mouths, and fang a fong, and paffed through the fea of Supb on dry land, 
becaufe of the righteoufnefs of Abraham , Ifaac and Jacob, the beloved of 
the Lord. 

Ver. 10. Thy cheeks are comely , &c.] When they went out into the wilder- 
nefs, the Lord faid to Mofes, How fair is this people, that the words of the 
law Ihould be given unto them! and they (hall be as bridles in their jaws, that* 
they may not depart out of the good way \ as a horfe turneth not afide that 
has a bridle in his jaw : And'how fair is their neck to bear b the yoke of my 
commandments! and it lhall be upon them, as a yoke upon the neck of a 
bullock, which plougheth in the field, and feeds both itfelf and its mailer. - 

Ver, 11. We will make thee borders of gold, &c.] Then was it faid to Mofes, 
go up into the firmament, and I will give thee the two tables of Hone, hewed 
out of the c fapphire of the throne of my glory, Ihining as the belt gpld, 
difpofed in rows, written with my finger ; in which are engraven the 
a ten words, purer than filver that is purified feven times feven, which is the 
number of the things explained in them, e forty-nine ways ; and they lhall 
be given by thine hand unto the people of the houfe of Ifrael . 

Ver. 


a The fame is obferved in Pcfikta apud Yalkut in Ioc. b ’Tis very common in Jcwiflv 

writings to compare the law to a yoke ; fo Targum in Lam, iii. 27. Mifna , Trait. Berac. c. 2. 
$ 2. Pirk. Abotby c. 3. $ 5. Midrajh Echa kabbati 9 fol. 56. 3. Berejhith Rabba, parafb. 
Bemidbar Rabba , parajh. 13. See Matt. xi. 29. and A&s xv. 10. c So Targ. foa..in 

Exod. xxxi. 18. Zahar in Exod. fol. 35. 1. Jarcbi in Exod. xxxiv. 1. See Exod XXiY, *©- 
& Exek. i. 26. d The decalogue or ten commandments. c In Pjat. iii. 6. the 

place here lefened to, the «u $rds of the Lord are faid to be as Jilvtr purified/even times » where 

by 
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Ver.^12. While the hngfittetb , &c.] Whilft Mofes their mafter was in the 
firmament, to receive,,the two tables of ftone, and the law, and the com¬ 
mandments, the wicked of that generation, and the mixt multitude that were 
among them rofe up, and made a golden calf, and caufed their works to 
ftink j and there went out an evil report of them in the world, for before 
this time a fragrant odour of them was diffufed in the world, but afterwards 
they flank like f nard, whofe fmell is very bad, and the plague of leprofy 
came down upon their flefh. 

Ver, 13. A bundle of myrrh , &c.] At that time the Lord faid unto Mofes t 
go down, for thy people have corrupted themfelves, defift from [peaking to 
me, and I will deftroy them : Then Mofes returned and aflced mercy of the 
Lord, and the Lord remembred for them the s binding of Ifaac , whom his 
father bound on mount Moriah h , upon the altar, and che Lord turned from 
his fierce anger, and caufed his Shechinah to dwell among them as before. 

Ver. 14. A clujler of camphire y &c.] Lo, then went Mofes down with the 
two tables of (lone in his hands, and becaufe of the fins of lfrael y his hands 
grew heavy, and they fell and were broken: Then went Mofes and ground 
1 the calf to powder, and fcattered the duft of it upon the river, and made 
the children of Ifrael drink it> and flew all that deferved to die, and went up 
a fecond time into the firmament, and prayed before the Lord, and made 
atonement for the children of Ifrael ; then was he commanded to make a 
tabernacle and an ark. Immediately Mofes .haftned, and made the taber¬ 
nacle and all its furniture, and the ark ; and he put in the ark the two other 
tables, and appointed the fons of Aaron the priefts, to offer the offerings 
upon the altar, and to pour the wine upon the offerings j but from whence 
had they wine to pour ? For in the wildernefs they had no proper place for 
lowing, neither had they fig-trees, nor vines, nor pomegranates; but they 
went to the vineyards of Engedi , and took clutters of grapes from thence, and 
prefled wine out of them, and poured it upon the altar, the fourth part of 
an hin to one lamb. 

Ver. 15. Behold thou art fair , &c.]..When the children of Ifrael performed 

Z z z 2 the 


by fome °f the 7 enx, f ? Rabbins, agreeable to the Targum here, underftand, fewest 

times ftven, which makes forty-nine; and-fo many ways they fay the law is capable of being in¬ 
terpreted, and that he is a wife man who is acquainted with them. Midrafb Agada in Jarcbi 9 
in Pfal. xii. 6. Midrajb Kobclct in c. 8. v. 1. Vajikra Rabba , parajh. 2 6. and Fade Mojewx 
ib. Rtmidbcir Rabba, parajh. 19. f In Ruxiorf's bible, and in the London Polyglott, it is read 
.NT 2 D, like 'wormwood, which indeed well agrees with what is faid of it ; though Mattbiolus 
fays of nard, that when it has loll its fweet fmell, it ilinks exceedingly ; his words are thefe, Pie- 
rumque accidit dum per Indicum lA Arabicum mare in Alexandriam dtj'ertur , & unde Venetias , ut 
afeiio fibi marts humore (id namquefacile Jit quod nardusjit JicciJJima) *velJitum contrabat, <vel fu* 
putrejeat :u 7 tde pojiea amijfa fuaveslentia gra’viter oleat. Matthiolus in Diojcor. 1 . I. c. 6. £ The 

Jews fuppofe the binding of Ifaac to be very meritorious, and that by virtue of it their fins 
are expiated, and many bleffings procured for them ; and therefore in the beginning of the year 
they pray to God, that in mercy to Ifrael, he would remember the binding of Ifaac. Seder 
Ttpbillot, fol. 282. 1. 2. Edit. Bajtl. 1578. See Tar gum and j.archi on Mic. vii. 20. Sbirbajhi - 
run Rabba in c.j. 14. Jarchi in Exod . xxxii. 13. Shemotb Rabba , parafb. 44. h The 

jews lay, that in this fame place Adam , Cain , Abel and Noah built aliajs and facrificed, Maimon . 
'Hitch. Betb Habbecbira , c. 2. $ 2. Tar gum Jon, in Gen. viii. 20. and xxii. 9, here Solomon 
afterwards built the .Temple, £ Qbrun . iii. 1, x Bwd* xxxii. 2p. 

' 8 
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the will of their king, he k himfclf praifes them, in the 1 Fatritty of the holy 
angels, and fays, how fair are thy works, my choice one, my lo^e^O congre¬ 
gation of Ifrael, in the time that thou doeft my will, and ftudieft ifi the words 
of my law ! and how well ordered are thy works and thy affairs, & ypung 
doves that are fit to be offered up upon the altar! 

Ver. 16. Behold thou art fair , &c.] The congregation of Ifrael anfwered 
before the Lord of the world, and thus fhe faid ^ how fair is the Shechinah of thy 
holinefs, when thou dwelled among us, and received our prayers with accep¬ 
tance, and when thou dwelled in our bed of love, and our children are mul¬ 
tiplied in the world, and we increafe and^multiply like a tree that is planted by 
a fountain of water, whofe leaf is fair, and whofe fruit is plenteous ! 

Ver. 17. The beatns of our houfe, &c.] Solomon the prophet faid, how beau¬ 
tiful is the houfe of the fandluary of the Lord, which is built by my hands 
of wood of Gttlmifh m ! but far more beautiful will be the houfe of the fanftu- 
ary, which lhall be built ■ in the days of the king Mefliah, whofe beams will 
be of the cedars of the garden of Eden, and whofe rafters will be of brutine, 
firr, and box. 

CHAP. II. 


V ER. 1 . I am the rofe of Sharon, &c.] The congregation of Ifrael faid, 
when the Lord of the world caufes his 0 Shechinah to dwell in the midft 
oi me, I am like the green narciffus of the garden of Eden ; and my works 
are fair as the rofe which is in the plain of the garden of Eden. 

Ver, 2. As the lily among thorns, &c.] But when I turn afide out of the way 
that is right before him, and he removes the Shechinah of his holinefs from 
me, I am like to a rofe which flourifhes among thorns, by which its leaves are 
pricked through and torn ; even fo am I pricked through and tom with wick¬ 
ed edidls, in the captivity among the p kings of the nations. 

Ver. 3. As the apple-tree among the trees, &c.] As the pomecitron tree is 
beautiful, and to be praifed among the unfruitful trees, and all the world knows 
it, fo the Lord of the world was praifed among the angels, when he was re¬ 
vealed on mount Sinai, and gave the law unto his people •, in that very hour 
I defired to fit under the lhadow of his Shechinah, and the words of his law 
were « fixed upon the roof of my mouth, and the reward of his commands is 
referved for me in the world to come. 

Ver. 

k Ch. h hi* word. 1 The Latin word, families , is here ufed by the Pa- 

rapbraft, compare with this Epb. iii. 15. Luke xii. 8. m A kind of Cedar, fee Elite 

Levitte Metburgem'an in voce. T. Bab. Rojb Hajbana, fol. 23. i. ‘Targum Jon. in Num. xix. 
6 . and Kitoretb Hajfammim in ib. n The Jews expett a third temple to be built in the 

days of the Mefliah. Sec R. Abendan. not . in Miclol. Tophi, and Abarhinel in Hagg. ii. 9. R. 
lfaac Chieuik Emu nab, pari . e. 34. Bemidbar R abba, par ajh. 14. 0 The word Shechinah comes 
from tDC^ which ngnifies to dwell, and Elias Lev it a in his Methurgeman (ays, that their wife 
men called the Holy Spirit fo, becaafe it dwelt upon the prophets, though perhaps he fays, 
there may be another fenfe of it among the Cabbaliftick doftors, which he declares himfelf igno¬ 
rant of; it feems to intend the glorious majefty and prefence of God with his chorch and 
people, and is the fame with St. John's oirnro ra 0 m, Tabernacle , or Habitation of God, which 
is laid to be with men. Rev. xxi. 3. and may very well be applied to the Mefliah, Jefo#, who 
was made flejb, *2 uneqwcrav, and dwelt among us, John i. 14. P In Bvxtarf** bible 

and the Lend** Polyglott it is read * 0^)0 the provinces of the nations • * In Bastfbrf'o bible 

it is read, TD^D^ •mere Jwoet to my palate, or tafie. 
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Vqv4» He brought me* &c.] The congregation of Ifrael i aid, the Lord 
brought me to the fchool which is in r Sinai , to learn the Jaw from the mouth 
of Mofes the great fcribe, and the banner of his commandments I took upon 
me in love, and faid, all that the Lord commandeth I will do, and will obey. 

Ver. 5. Stay me with flagons* &c.] But when I heard his voice which fpake 
out of the midft of the flame of fire, I trembled and went backwards becaufe 
of fear 5 then I drew near to Mofes and Aaron* and faid unto them, Receive 
ye the voice of the words of the Lord, out of the midft of the fire, and 
bring me to the fchool, and fuftain me with the words of the law, on which 
the world is founded, (or by which the world is made fweet) i and put veils 
upon my neck, the interpretation of the holy words, which are fweet to my 
palate, as the apples of the garden of Eden ; and I will ftudy in them, per¬ 
haps I may be healed by them, for I am fick of love. 

Ver. 6. His left hand is under my head* &c.] When the people of the houfe 
of Ifrael were travelling in the wildernefs, they had s four clouds of glory at 
the lour winds of the world round about them, that the 1 evil eye might not 
rule over them ; there was one above them, that the heat and fun, as alio- 
the rain and hail might not have power over them ; and one below them,, 
which carried them as a nurfe carrieth a fucking child in her bofom ; and another 
ran before them, at the diftance of three days journey u , to level the moun¬ 
tains, and to elevate the plains ^ and it flew all the fiery ferpents and fcorpions* 
which were in the wildernefs; and it fpy’d out a convenient place for them 
to lodge in, becaufe they ftudied in' the dodtrine of the law, which was given 
them by the right-hand of the Lord. 

Ver. 7. I charge you* O ye daughters* &c.] After that it was commanded 
Mofes* by the fpirit of prophecy from the Lord, to fend fpies to fpy the land ; 
and when they returned from fpying it, they brought an evil report upon the 
land of Ifrael* wherefore they tarried forty years in the wildernefs ; Mofes 
opened his mouth, and thus he faid, I adjure you, O congregation of Ifrael* 
by the Lord of hofts, and by the fortrefies of the land of Ifrael* that ye 
prefume not to go up to the land of Canaan* until it is the will of the Lord ; 
left the whole generation of warlike men perifh from the camp ; even as 
your brethren, the children of Ephraim prefumed, w who went out thirty 
years from Egypt* before the time came, and they fell into the hand of the 
Philiftines* which dwell in Gath* and they flew them; but tarry ye unto- 
the end of forty years, and afterwards your children ftiall go up and hv 
herit it. 

Ver. 3 . 2 ‘'he voice of my beloved* &c.] Solomon the king faid, when the peo¬ 
ple 

* The fame fenfe is given of thofe words in Shir ha/hi rim Rabba in loc. and in Bemidbar Bab - 
ba y farajh . 2. 3 The Jews are divided about the number of thofe clouds which the fa y 

attended the lfraelites in their travels ; R. JoJiah fays, there were f<ve of them, four at the 
four winds, and one went before them. R. Hojhea thinks there were fe<ven y four at the four 
winds, one above, and one below, and another which went before them ; Bemidbar Rabba p 
parafh. 1. • /. e t Envy or malice. u The fame is aferibed to this cloud in 

Bemidbar Rabba , ubi fufra, and in Jar chi Cant . iii. 6 . w The fame ftory is reported in far gum 
Jon . in Exod. xiii. 17. where it is faid, that the number of the flam in this expedition was two 
hundred thoufand mighty men, and that thefe are the dry bone9 Ezekiel faw in the valley, 
which upon his prophefying lived, and became an exceeding great army, Ezek. xxxvii. Some¬ 
thing of this ftory is alfo hinted at in Shirhafhirim Rabba, and Aben Ezra in loc « Vid. 
1 Chron* vii. 21* 22. and Targum and Kimcbi in ib* 


t 
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pic of the houfe of Ifrael dwelt in Egypt, their cry went upi^the higheft 
heavens; lo then was the glory of the Lord revealed to Ho - 

reby and he fent him into Egypt, to deliver them, and to brm^them out 
of the oppreflion of the tyranny of Egypt ; and he leaped over the appointed 
feafon through the rightcoufnefs of their fathers, who are like to mountains; 
and he (kipped over the time of an hundred and ninety years x fervitude 
'through the righteoufnefs of their mothers, who are like to hills. 

Ver. o- My beloved is like a roe , &c.] The congregation of Ifrael faid, 
•when the glory of the Lord was revealed in Egypt, in the night of the paflover, 
and flew all the firft-born, he rode upon a fwift cloud, and ran like a roe or 
a young hart•, and protefted the houies in which we were, and flood behind 
our wall, and looked out of the windows, and beheld thro’ the lattices, and faw 
the blood of the facrifice of the pafiover, and the blood of circumcifion which 
was fixed upon our gates ; and he looked from the higheft heavens, and faw his 
people, who eat of the facrifice of the feaft which wa6 roafted with fire, with 
Y Tamca and Ulfhin , and unleavened bread ; and he fpared us, and did not 
give power to the deftroying angel to deftroy us. 

Ver. io. My beloved fpake, and [aid unto me, &c.] And in the morning my 
beloved anfwered and faid unto me, Arife O congregation of Ifrael , my love, 
who waft fo of old, and who art fair in good works, go, get thee out from 
the bondage of the Egyptians. 

Ver. ii. For lo , the winter is paft, &c.] For behold the time of bondage, 
which is like to winter, is ceafed ; and the years z which 1 fpake of \.o Abra¬ 
ham between the pieces are at an end ; and the tyranny of the Egyptians , which 
is like to a violent rain, is over and gone ; neither (hall ye fee them any more 
for ever. 

Ver. 12. *rbe flowers appear on the earth, &c.] A jd Mofes and Aaron, f who 
are like to brandies of palm-trees, appeared to do wonders in the land of Egypt; 

and 


* The Jews unanimoufly agree, that from the time of Jacob"s going down to Egypt to the 
coming of the Ifraelites from thence, were juft 210 years; Targum Jon in Exod. xii. 40. 
Sbirbafhirim Rabba in c. 2. v. II. 17 - Sbemotb Rabba, parajb. 18. Jar chi in Gen . xv. 13. and 
in Exod. xii. 40. which fome of them collcft from the word inr\getyou down, ufed by Jacob 9 
Gen. xlii. 2. when he ordered his fons to go down to Egypt, and buy corn, the letters of which 
word numerically make up 210. Bemidbar Rabba, parajb. 13. Pirke Eliezer c. 48. Jarchi in 
Gen. xlii. 2. R. Abcrdana not. in Miclol Tophi in Exod. xii. 40. to which 21 o years, if we add the 
J90. which the Targumift here fays were /kipped over, in order to haften thp deliverance of the 
Ifraelites from their bondage, will be juft the 400 years God fpake of to Abraham , Gen. xy. 
1 3. and mentiond by Stephtn, A&s vii.'6. in which his feed ftiould be aftranger, ferve, be a/flifted 
and evilly intreated : which 400 years may be reckoned after this manner 5 from the birth of 
Jfaac to the birth of Jacob 60 years, Gen. xxv. 26. from thence to the coming of Jacob into 
£gjpt 130 years. Gin . xlvii. 9. and from thence to the coming of the children of Ifrael out of 
Egypt 210 years, which compleats the number : And if we begin the date from Abraham's going 
out from Ur of the Chaldees , and allow 5 years for his dwelling in Haran , as the Jews do, fee 
Abtn Ezra in Exod. xii. 40, from whofe departure from thence to the birth of lfaac were 25 
years, Gen. xii. 4. and xxi. 5. which 30 years being added to the abovefaid 400 make up thje 
number given by Mojes, Exod. xii. 4,0. and by the apoftle/W, pal. iii. 17. 

y The names of the bitter herbs with which the pa/chal lamb was eaten, Exod. xii. 8. the fame 
are mentioned in Targ. Jon. in Exod. xii. 8. and,. in fome of their writings three other herb? are 
mentioned, the names of which are Chazareth , Charcabina. and Meror, by which they intend 
Here hound. Endive, tt'ild Lettice , Cichory , and fuch like herbs; for they them (elves .do not 
feem very well to underftand them. See Mifna Trad. Pefach. c. 2. $ 6* Jarchi tft ib. and 
Maimon Trad. Cbamctz , Umetza, c. 7. § 1 5. 55 So it is explained in SkirfjaJbirim Rabba f £1$ 

Jarchi in loc* • So Sbirbajbirim Rabba , and Jarchi in he. 
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and the time of cutting the firft fruits is come, and the voice of th e ho fpi- 
rit of redemption, which I fpake of to Abraham your father ; now ye hear 
what I faid unto him', yea, the people whom they (hall fcrve I will judge, 
and after that they (hall come forth with great fubftance ; and now it is my 
pleafure to do what I fware to him by my word. 

Ver. 13. The fig-tree putteth forth , &c.] the congregation of Ifrael^ which 
is like to the firft fruits of figs, opened her mouth, and funga fong at the fea 
of Supb, yea the babes and lucklings praifed the Lord of the world with their 
tongues ; immediately the Lord of the world faid unto them, Arife, O con¬ 
gregation of Ifrael , my love, and my fair one, and go from hence into the 
land which I have iworn unto thy fathers. 

Ver. 14. 0 my dove> that art in the clefts of the rock , &c.] And when 
wicked Pharaoh b purfued after the children of Ifrael, the congregation of If¬ 
rael was like to a dove, that is (hut up in the clefts of the rock, whom the fer- 
pent afflifts within, and the hawk oppreffes without; even fo the congrega¬ 
tion of Ifrael was (hut up on the four fides of the world •, for before them was the 
fea, and behind them enmity c purfued, and on the two fides of them were the 
wildernefies, which were full of fiery ferpents, which bice and kill the fons of 
men with their poifon; and immediately fhe opened her mouth in prayer be¬ 
fore the Lord, and Bath Kol d went out from the higheft heavens, and thus it 
faid ; O thou congregation of Ifrael , who art like to a clean dove, and which 
is hid in the clofure of the clefts of the rock, and in the fecret places of the 
ftairs, (hew me thy countenance and thy works which are right; caufe me to 
hear thy voice, for thy voice is Tweet in prayer in thehoufe of the little fane- 
tuary, and thy countenance is fair in good works. 

Ver. 15. Take us the foxes , &c.] After that they had paffed through the 
fea, they murmured for water * then came wicked Amalek againft them, who 
hated them on theaccountbf the birthright and bleffing which Jacob our father 
took away from Efau ; and he came to make war with Ifrael , for they had 
made void the words of the law ; and wicked Amalek e itole from under the 
wings of the clouds of glory, feveral perfons from the tribe of Dan , and (lew* 
them, becaufe the idol of Micah was" in their hand i in that very hour the 
houfe of Ifrael, which is like to a vineyard, was condemned to be deftroyed, 
except the righteous of that generation, who were like to the beft fpice. 

Ver. 16. My beloved is mine , &e.] In that very hour they returned by re¬ 
pentance then flood Mofes the prophet, and prayed before the Lord ; and 
Jofhua his minifter girded himfelf, and went out from under the f wings of the 

clouds 

b After the fame manner. Shirbajhirim Rabba, and Jdrchi in toe. Sbemotb Rabba, para/b. zi, 
c 1. e. The enemy ; compare with this Rom. viii. 7. d Frequent mention is made of this in the 
writings of the Jews ; it was a voice from heaven which revealed fecrets, foretold future events, 
decided controverfies, and directed in difficult matters ; it was ufed in the fecond temple in the, 
room of prophecy, which the Jews fay then ceafed, Talmud Sotafol. 48. Col. 2. and Sanhedrim 
fol. 2. CJ 4. R. Saadiab Gaon in Dan. ix. 24. Sbirbajbirim Rabba in c. 1. 8. 9. ’th thought by 
R. Levi Ren Gerfom in 2 Sam. i. 27. to be a more excellent and compleat lyind of divination*, 
and indeed I am inclined td think that moll of thofe voices which go under this name,were the mere;, 
illufions of fatan,. defigned to deceive the people, and Ieflen the credit offuch voices which were; 
heard from heaven in the times of Chrift, See Mat. iii. 1 7. and xvii. 5. John xii. 28. , e LnTargJ 
Jon. in Exod. xvii. 8. where this fame ftory is mentioned, ’tis faid, that thofe men of the tribe of 
Dan, whom Amalek took and fle>v, Were fucli whom the Cloud did not-receive and protedl becauf e; 
of their idolatry. f So Targ. Jon. and Jarchi in Exod. xvii. 9. and Sbemotb Rabba, parajb. 26^. ,, 
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clouds oF the glory of the Lord, and with him, mighty menutt^ir; righte¬ 
ous, who in their works are like to the rofe; and they made waM*|jh Amslek t 
and they broke Amalek and his people with the anathema of the : ®krd, and 
with {laughter, and with breach, and with the edge of the fword. 

Ver. 17. Until the day break , &c.] But in a very few days, the childftn of 
Jfrael made the golden calf, and the clouds of glory which covered them, re¬ 
moved j and they were left open, and were fpoiled of the apparatus of their 
armour, on which was engraven the great name e , that is explained by feventy 
names; and the Lord fought to deftroy them out of the world, but that he 
remembered before him the oath which he fware by his word to Abraham , to 
Ifaae,, and to Jacob , who were iwift in their fervice, as a roe or a young hart, 
and the offering which Abraham offered up, even Ifaac , his own fon, on mount 
Moriah ; and where before then, he had offered his offerings, and divided 
them equally. 

CHAP. III. 


V ER. 1. By night on my bed y &c.] And when the people of the houfe of 
Ifracl faw that the clouds of glory were removed from them, and the 
holy crown h that was given to them at Sinai ^ was taken from them, and they 
were left dark as the night; then they fought the holy crown, which was re¬ 
moved from them, but they found it not. 

Ver. 2. I will rife now , &c.] The children of Ifrael faid one to another ; 
Let us arife and go and furround the tabernacle of the congregation, which Mo- 
fes fixed without the camp, and let us feek inftru&ion from the Lord, and the 
holy Shechinah^ which is removed from us 5 and they went about the cities, 
and in the ftreets, and in the broad places, but they found it not. 

Ver. 3. The watchmen that go about the city y &c.] The congregation of If¬ 
rael faid * Mofes and Aaron , and the Levites, which keep the charge of the 
word of the tabernacle of the congregation, who go round about it, found me; 
and I enquired of them concerning the Shechinah of the glory of the Lord, 
which was removed from me. Mofes , the great fcribe of Ifrael , anfwered, and 
thus he faid •, I will go up to the higheft heavens, and I will pray before the 
Lord ; perhaps, atonement may be made for your tranfgrefiions, fo that he 
may caufe his Shechinah to dwell among you as before. 

Ver. 4. It was but a little that Ipajfed, &c.] It was but a very little time, 
and the Lora turned from the fiercenefs of his anger, and commanded Mofes 
the prophet, to make the tabernacle of the congregation, and the ark, and 
caufed his Shechinah to dwell in it; and the people of the houfe of Ifrael of¬ 
fered their offerings, and ftudied in the words of the law in the chamber k of 

the 

* This is the name Jehovah , which the Jew* think unlawful to pronounce, and therefore 
explain it by other names, ufually by Adonai , or Elobim. Here ’tis faid to be explained by feven¬ 
ty names, fometimesby feventy two; of which fee Galatinus de arcaris cath. ver. 1 . 2. c. 17. and 
Schbidler. lex. pentaglot. p. 1492. b The fame is mentioned in the Targumi of Jon. and Jeruf. 
in Exod. xxxii 2 5. By this holy crown feems to be meant the Shechinah or prefence of God; and 
fo it is explained in Sbirhajhirim Rabba in Chap. iv. 12. or elfe the law, which is veiy frequent¬ 
ly called fo, Bemidbar Rabba, paralh. 4. Midrajh Koh.let, in c. 7. 1. Pirk Aboth, c, 4. .$• ij- 
Theft are alfo fuppofed to be intended by the 'watchmen in Shirhajhirim Rabba , and by Jprchi 
andU. Ahem Ezra in loc. k It was a common practice with the Jewifh dodlors, to teach, dif- 
pate, and converfe about religion in chambers or upper rooms fee Mifna Tra&. Sbabbath, c. 1. 

S-4- 
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the fchflfil of Mofes, their mafter, and in the chamber of JoJhua the fon of 
Nun y his minifter. 

Ver. 5. 1 charge you* &c.] When the feven nations 1 heard that the children 
of Ifrael were about to poflefs their land, they arofe as one man, and cut down 
the trees,, and Hopped up the fountains of water, and deftroyed their cities, and 
fled. The holy bleffed God laid to Mofes the prophet, I have fworn to their 
fathers, that 1 will bring their children to inherit a land flowing with milk and 
honey ; but now I lhall bring them to aland that is defolate and empty. Now 
therefore I’ll caufe them to (lay forty years in the wildernefs, and my law fhall 
be mixed with them, and after that thele wicked nations lhall build what they 
have deftroyed •, and then faid Mofes to the children of Ifrael , I charge you, 
O congregation of Ifrael , by the Lord of hods, and by the fort relies of the 
land of IJrael , that ye prefume not to go up to the land of Canaan, until the 
forty years are ended •, when it lhall be the good pieafure of the Lord, to deli¬ 
ver the inhabitants of the land into your hands, then fhall ye pafs over Jor¬ 
dan, and the land lhall be fubducd before you. 

Ver. 6. Who is this that cometh out of the wildernefs , &c.] When the Ifra - 
elites came up out of the wildernefs, and palled over Jordan with JoJhua the 
lbn of Nun, the people of the land faid y Who is this choice nation which 
comes up out of the wildernefs, perfumed with the fweet incenfe, and fupport- 
ed through the righteoufnefs of Abraham, who worfhipped and prayed before 
the Lord, on mount Moriah \ and is anointed with the anointing oil, through 
the righteoufnefs of Ifaac, who was bound in the place of the fanctuary, which 
is called the mountain ot frankincenfe ; for whom wonders are alfo wrought, 
through the holinels of Jacoby who wr.eftled with him, until the morning 
afcended, and prevailed over him, and was delivered r he and the twelve tribes? 

Ver. 7. Behold bis bed, which is Solomon’j, &c.] When Solomon, the king 
of Ifrael , built the houfe of the fan&uary of the Lord, in Jerufalem,. the Lord 
faid by his word ; How beautiful is the houfe of this fandtuary, which is built 
for me,, by the hands of king Solomon, the fon of David! And how beautiful 
are the priefts when they fpread their hands and Hand upon their defks, and 
blefs the people, the houfe of Ifrael , by the fixty letters ra which were deli¬ 
vered to Mofes their mafter, and with that blefiing which furrounds them like 
an high and ftrong wall, and by which all the mighty men of Ifrael prevail 
and profper! 

Ver. 8. !They all hol 4 fwords , &c.] And the priefts and the levites* and all 
the tribes of Ifrael , all of them take hold of the words of the law, which are 
like to a n fword, in which they employ themfelves as men that are expert in 
war ; and every one of them has the * feal of circumcifion fealed upon their 
flefh, even as it. was fealed upon the flelh of Abraham \ and by it they pre¬ 
vail 

1 The Hittites, the Girgqfhites , the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and 
die Jebuzites , Deut. vii. i. m The fame is mentioned in Shirhajbirim. Rabba and Talkut in loc;. 
and in UemUbar Rabba , paraih. 11. There being juft this number of letters in the forms of blelv 
fing with which the priefts were to blefs the people of Ifrael, in Numb . vi. 24, 25, 26. n The 
law is likewife compared to a fword, in Berejhit Rabba, paraih. 21. See Bob. vi. 17. Heb. iv. 12. 

* The apoftle Paul calls circumcifion cnj/xilo* ntgiloptii erfppayftu. rtjs t?$ m\ jitff, the 

Jjgn. of circumcifion , a feal of tbo righteoufnefs of the faith , Rom. iv. K1. 

A a a a 
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▼ail as a man that-has his fword girt upon his thigh, whcrifo^c thejr arc 
not afraid of noxious fpirits p and apparitions, which walk in thc^ght. 

Ver. 9. King Solomon made himfelf a chariot , &c.] King Solomon, buift for 
himfelf q an holy temple, of the trees of ' Zangebila, fir-trees,' and ?edar$, 
which came fFpm Lebanon , and covered it with pure gold. 

Ver. ip. He made the pillars thereof , &c ] And after that he had finifhed it, 
he putin the midft of it the ark of theteftimony, which is the pillar of the*world, 
and in it the two tables of ftone, which Mofcs placed there in Horeb, which are 
more precious than filver purified, and more beautiful than the beft gold; and 
he fpread and covered over it s the veil of blue and purple; and between the 
cherubim, which are over the mercy feat, the Sbechmah of the Lord abode, 
whofe name dwclleth in Jerufalem, above all the cities of the land of Ifrael. 

Ver. 11. Go forth , 0ye daughters of Zion, &c.] When king Solomon came 
to make the dedication of the houfe of the fandtuary, a cryer went forth in 
ftrength, and thus he faid ; Go forth and fee, ye inhabitants of the provinces 
of the land of Ifrael , and ye people of Zion, the crown and diadem where¬ 
with the people of the houfe of Ifrael crowned king Solomon in the 1 day of 
the dedication of the houfe of the fanftuary ; and he rejoiced with the joy of 
thefeaft of tabernacles ; for king Solomon kept, at that time, the feaft of ta¬ 
bernacles u fourteen days. 


CHAP. IV. 


V ER. 1. Behold thou art fair , &c.] And in that day king Solomon offered 
up a x thoufand burnt offerings upon the altar ; and his offerings were 
gracioirfly accepted by the Lord. Bath Kol y went forth from heaven, and thus 
it faid. How 1 fair art thou, O congregation of Ifrael! and how fair are the 

princes 

. P So this fear in the night is interpreted by fome of the Rabbins in Shirbajhirim. Rabba in loc. 
and in Bemidbar Rabba, paralh. n. Though others of them in the faid places, explain it of the 
fear of hell, which is like to the night; as they do alfo in Gemara Bab. Tran, tanked, c. 1. fol. 
7. col. 1. ** By this chariot , R. Aten Ezra alfo underftands the houfe of the Lord ; and in Shir- 

bafhirim Rabba y and by Jarchi in loc. ’tis interpreted of the tabernacle y as it is by fome of the 
Jews, in Bemidbar Rabha y paralh. 1 2. though others think the ark is intended ; and others in the 
iame place would have the world meant, which way they explain it in Zahar in Gen » fol. 2. i. 
jriie word very properly fignifies the marriage bed, fo called from HIS which fignifies 

tv fruftify, or tv he fruitful. Hence 711327 is a very ufeal phrafe with the Rabbins , to 

exprefs the celebration of marriage. Vid. BuxtorfEpift. Heb. lib. 2. ep. 7. r Elias Le<vita y in 
fiis Metkurgtman on this word lays, that this is cinnabar ; he feems to mean a kind of red wood, 
which dyers ufe y but obferves, that fome fay it is the fpice we call ginger : So David dc Perms 
renders it in his Lex. Heb. fol. 54. 4. and indeed, ’tis joined with Pepper in Maimon. Tract. She- 
hitat After, c. 2. $. 6. Biath Hamikdafh, c. 7. §. 1 3. and Beracoth y c. 8. 7.’Tis moft likely to 

be a kind of cedar. • Vid. Bemidbar Rabba , paralh. 12. Shirbafhirim Rabba, and Jarchi in loc. 
? Molt of the Jewilh writers refer this to the time of the giving of the law on mount Sinai y and 
xhe fetting up of the tabernacle by Mofes ; fo T. Bab . Taanith t fol. 26. 2. Jarchi and Shirhafhi - 
rim Rabba in loc. Shemotb Rabba , paralh. 52. Vajikra Rabba, paralh. 20. Bemidbar Rabba , pa- 
rafh. 2..and 12. Prefat , Echa Rabbati, fol. 21.2. 0 In 1 Kings viii. 65. ’tis faid, that Solomon 

held a feaft /even days and feven days , even fourteen days ; the reafon of which diftinflion, is be- 
caufe the firft feven days Were kept for the dedication of the altar, and the other for the feaft of ta¬ 
bernacles; Vid. Procop. Gazerus in 3 Reg. viii. 65. p. 208. fee 2 Chron . yii. 8, 9. whereas our 
Tar gam ft would have thefeaft of tabernacles kept the whole fourteen days, contrary to tj»c com¬ 
mand in L*v. xxiii. 34. Vid. R. Lend Ben Qerfon, and R Danrid Kimchi in 1 Reg . vin. 65. 1 /n 
• 1 Kings viii. 63. the-fecnfice of peace offerings which Solomon offered, were two and tWenty thou- 
latK^oxen, and an hundred and twenty thoufand iheep; but the number of burnt offerings is not 
mentioned. 7 See Not. on Chap . ii. 14. 
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princes, pf the congregation, and the wifemen z , who fit in the Sanhedrim, 
who enlighten a the world, the people of the houfe of Ifrael , and are like to- 
young doves! yea even the reft of the childrerv'of. thy congregation, and the 
people of the earth are righteous as the fons of Jacob b , who gathered ftones, 
am" made a heap thereof, on the mount of Gilead . 

Ver. I*by teeth are like , &c.] How fair are the priefts and Levitts, who 
offer up thine offerings, and eat the holy flelh, and the tithes and the offering 
of fruits v and are pure from all oppreffion and rapine, even as clean as Ja¬ 
cob’s docks offheep, when they were (horn, and came up from the brook c Ja- 
bok , among which there was no oppreffion or rapine; and they are all of 
them like to one another, and always bear twins; neither is any barren, or 
that; mifeameth among them. - 

Ycr. 3. 'Thy lips are like a thready &c.] And the lips of the high prieft 
enqi-i.e in prayer, on the day ot atonement before the Lord, and his 
words turn the tranfgreiffionsof Ifrael , which are like to a thread of fcarlet, 
and make them white d as pure wool; and the king who is their head,, is full 
of the commandments, as a pomegranate ; befides, the e Amarcalin and f Ar- 
choniv. , who are next the king, who are righteous \ neither is there any ini¬ 
quity in them. 

Ycr. 4. Thy neck is like the tower , 8rc.] And the head of the fchool, who- 
is thy mailer, is powerful in righteoufnefs, and mighty in good works, as 
David king of Ifrael , by the word of whofe mouth the world is built * and 
in the doftrine of the law in which he employs himfelf, the people of the 
houfe pf Ifrael place their confidence *, and they overcome in war, as if they, 
held in their hands all kind of warlike inftruments of mighty men, 

Ver. 5. Thy two breajls , &cf] Thy two redeemers, which fhall redeem 
thee g , Mejfiah , the fon of David , and Meffiah ,. the fon of Ephraim, are like 

A a a a 2 to 


z So the words are explained in Shirbafbirim Rabba in Ioc. * So Chrift calls his difciples' 
the light of the world, Mat.v; 14. b This refers to the account that is given of what railed', 
between 'Jacob and Laban , in Gen. xxxi. 46, 47. See Jar chi inloc. c This is the ford jaccb 
patted over with his wives and children, when he went out to meet his brother Efau, Gen. xxxii. 
22. Mention is made of it in feveral other places of feripture, Deut. ii. 37. and iii. 16. < JoJh.. 
xii. 2. d The Jews fay, that when the fcape goat was fpnt into, the wildemefs, a fcarlet thread 
was tied to the temple door, which as foon as the goat was arrived in the wildernefs, turned 
white; which was not only a token to them of its arrival there, but was alfo an indication of 
their fins being, forgiven ; as it is faid, Though your fens be as fcarlet, they Jhall be as white at 
Jnow, Ifa. i. 18. See Mifna , Trail. Foma, c. 6. § 8. and Ez Chayim in ib. This fcarlet thread, 
they fay, ceafed turning white, forty years before the deftru&ion of the temple ; which was about 
the tiryie Jefus Chrift, who was typified by the fcape goat, made atonement for fin; Talmud- 
Toma , fob 39. col. 2. This tradition the Tar^umift feems to have in view here. e Thefe offi¬ 
cers were of the tribe of Levi t .Bemidbar Rabba , parafri. 3. Their number was never lefs than 
feven ; their work was to take the care and charge of the keys of the court j and one might not 
open the door, unlefs all feven were prefent, Mifna , Traft. Shekalim , c.j. § 2. Maimon. Hilck.Cele 
Hamikdafh , c.4. §17. Jrarchi in 2 Reg. xii.g. tho 'Kimcbi, in zReg. xii. 9. and xxii. 4. thinks that they 
were treafurers, who had the charge of the publick money. The etymology given of this word is, 
very different. Baal Aruch fays, this officer was fo called becaufe he was 7 ^ 1 "! 7 J? 7,2 Lord over 
all-: The fame is given in Vajihra.Rabba, parafh. 5. where Shebna the treaiurer, Ifa* xxii. 1 5. is faid‘. 
tp be one of fhefip officers. Ellas Levita, bargeman,. fays. Tie was fo called becaufe 

73 7 D 1 H he fetid or prefer.}bed all things. f This is from the Greek word v A^<yy, and fignifies 
princes, rulers or governors.* e The Jews obferving different chara&ers given of tho Meffiah,. 
which they think irreconcilable in one perfon, have feigned two Meffians j the one they call 
Mefjiah, the fon of David, who fhall be a potent,, profperous andvi&orious prince j the^other 
Meffeah, the fon of Ephraim , or Jefepb, as lie is fometimes called, who fhall beexpofed to 

5 many 
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to Mofts an J Aaron* the fons of Jocbebed ; who are comparedWyotfrtg ftfts 
that are twins, who by their righceoufiiefs fed the people, tftehdtoft'fcf }fried, 
forty years in the wildemefs, with manna, and with fatted fowls, Slid water 
of h the well of AEriam. 

Ver. . Until the day break , &c.] And all the time that the hotife of j Ifrael 
held faft, in their hands, the religion of their righteous fathers, were fleeing 
away thofe noxious fpirits that wilk in the night-time, or in the morning, 
or at noon-day ; fo that the Shecbinah of the glory of the Lord dwelt in the 
houfe of the fao&uary, which was built on mount Moriah \ for all the nox¬ 
ious and destroying fpirits fled at the fmell of the fweet incenfe. 

Ver. 7. Thou art all fair , &c.] And when thy people, the houfe of Ifrael, 
do the will of the Lord of the world, he praifes them in the higheft heavens, 
and thus he faith ; Thou art all fair, O congregation of Ifrael , and there is 
no ' fpot in thee. 

Ver. 8. Come with me from Lebanon, &c.] The Lord faid by his word ; 


Dwell with me, O congregation of Ifrael , who art like to a modeft k damfel, 
and go up with me to the houfe of the fanftuary ; where the heads of the 
people, which dwell by the river of 1 Amana , and the inhabitants that refide 
on the top of mount m Taiga* and the people, which are in Hermon , fhall 
bring gifts unto thee 5 and they that inhabit the ftrong, fortified cities, which 
are as powerful as lions, (hall pay tribute to thee *, yea* an offering be 
brought from the cities of the mountains, which are mightier than the 
leopards. 

Ver. 9. Thou baft ravifhed my heart , &c.] Fixed upon the n table of my 
heart is thy love, O my filter, the congregation of Ifrael* who art like to 
a modeft damfel fixed upon the table of my heart, is the love of the lead 
of thy children, who is righteous as one of the great men of the Sanhedrim , 
as one of the kings 0 of the houfe of Judah , on whofe neck the crown of 


the kingdom is put. 

Ver. 10. How fair is thy love* &c.] How fair is thy love to me, my 
filter, the congregation of Ifrael , who art like to a modeft damfel: How 
excellent is thy love to me, more than the p feventy nations; and the good « 
name of thy righteous ones is more excellent than all fpices. 

Ver. 11. Thy lip* 0 my fpoufe , &c.] And when the priefts pray in the 
holy court, their lips drop as the honey comb; and fo does thy tongue, O 

thou 


many hardfhips and fufferings, and at laft die in the war of Gog and Magog ; of theft two Mefliahs, 
(zeTalmud t Suceab t foL^z. col.i. ZobarinNumb.fol 68.3. and 82.2. and 99.4. and 101.2. Jar chi in 
lfa.xx iv. 18. KimcbiyJate hi zndAbenEzra inZecb. xii. 1 O- and Tzeror Hammor, fol. 130. 4. h ’Tis 
an opinion which obtains among the Jews, that on the account of the merits of Mo fey , the manna 
was given ; and on the account of thofe of Aaron, the clouds of glory; and for the fake of 
Miriam, the well of water, which, they fay, they enjoyed all the forty years they were in the 
wildemefs. Sbirhajbsrim Rabba in loc. Bemidbar Rabba, paralh. 1. and 13. Targum, Jon. and 
Jarcbi in Numb, xx. 2. 1 Or plague, k Here the Greek word rupp* is ufed, as it is alfo in 

rjer. 9, 10, i i 9 12. and c. 5. 1. 1 This was one of the rivers of Damafcus j fee 2 Kingsy. 12. 

where it is read Abana; but both the Mafora and Tar gum read it Amana ; and Kimchi thinks it 
was called by both names. m Or the mountain of Jno^w; Elias Lrvita, in his Metburgem^nj 
that mount Sbenir was called fo : Perhaps mount Salmon may be meant, which baa fopw 
continually upon it 5 fee Pfal. Ixviii. 14. and R . Aben Ezra in ibid. 0 Compare i^uji t tiiis v 
2 Cor. iii. 3. • Many of the kings of the houfe of Judah , were holy and gooa men; (0 Aben 
Ezra in loc. * See Wot. in Chap. i. 2. * So Jarebi in loc. ' 
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thQU damfel, when thou delivereft Tongs and hymns* fwfeet as milk 

and hpney * and the fmell of the r pricfts garments is as the fmell of Lebanon . 

Ver. 12. A garden in'clofed, &c.] Thy women, which are married to mo- 
deft men, are as a modeft damfel, and as the garden of Eden> into which no 
man hath power to enter, except the righteous, whofe fouls are by angels • 
carried into itand the virgins are hid and concealed 1 in private chambers* 
and arefealed up, becaufe they are as a fountain of living water* which comes 
forth from under the tree, and is parted to the four heads u of the rivers ; 
but unlefs it was fealed with the great and holy name, it would go forth and 
flow, and overflow all the world. 

Ver. 13. Thy plants are an orchard , &c] And thy young men are full of 
the commandments, as pomegranates, and love their wives, and beget chil* 
dren as righteous as themfelves * and their fmell therefore is as the excellent 
fpices of the garden of Eden , even camphires with nards. 

Ver. 14. Spikenard and faffron , &c.] Nard and laflfron, and fweet cala¬ 
mus and cinnamon, with all trees of frankincenfe, pure myrrh, and ]jon 
aloes, with all kind of fpices. 

Ver. 15. A fountain of gardens , &c.] And the waters of Siloah * go foftly, 
with the reft of the waters, which flow from Lebanon , to water the land of 
Ifrael ; becaufe they ftudy in the words of the law, which are like to a well' 
of living water, and in the righteoufnefs r of pouring of water, which they 

pour- 


r Vid Jarchi\ n loC. s It was an antient Opinion of the Tews, that the miniflry of angels was 
ufed in carrying the fouls of faints to heaven : Thus in Debarim Rabba, parafh. 11. feveral an¬ 
gels are ordered by God to bring the foul of Mofes to him. Agreeable to this notion, ’tis faid 
in Luke xvi. 2Z. that the beggar died, and <was carried by the angels into Abraham’; bofom , r It 
was very ufual with the eaftern people, to keep their virgins, efpecially thofe of note and efteem* 
very reclufe, and not admit them to publick or common convention, but oblige them to abide 
much within doors: Hence they are called in the Hebrew language, j"flD7V from the word p Sy 
which fignihes to hide or cover, becaufe they were not expofed to publick view; wherefore the 
author of the fecond book of Maccabees calls them *oIa#Xaire$ sragd/itf?, njirgins that were Jhut 
up, i. e. in the houfes of their parents, m private chambers, as the Targumift here fays, fee 
2 Macc. iii. 19. u Regard (eems to be had to the river which went out of Eden, mentioned in 
Gen. ii. 10. and was parted into four. heads or rivers, the names of which Were Pi/oft ,, Gihon, 
Hiddekel and Euphrates. The cabbalifts fuppofe a great many myfteries to be contained therein 1 
fee Zohar in Gen. fol. 85. 2. and in Exod. fol. 34. 3. and 37. 2, and in Lent* fol. 24. 3. where 
the name of this river is faid to be Jobel , according to jer. xvli. 8. and fo it is in Vajikra 
Rabba , paralh. 22. and in Bemidbar Rabba , paraih. 21. x See I/a. viii. 6. and Aben Ezra 
upon it, who expounds the text in 1 /aiah by this in Canticles . Jdr chi in If a . viii. 6. fays the 
name of this fountain was Gihon : In the new teftament ’tis called Siloatn , John ix. 7, ri. it 
was a fountain near Jerufalem, Neb. iii. 15. y The Paraphraft has here regard to a cere-*' 
mony ufed at the fealt of tabernacles, when the people fetched water from Siloah , and brought 
it to the Prieft, who poured it upon the altar with the wine of the daily faCrifice ; this they fay 
A Jt/es received from God at mount Sinai ; though it is not written. This ceremony of draw-* 
ing and pouring water at thofe times, was attended with all the demon ft rations of joy imagi¬ 
nable, as ihoutmg, leaping, dancing, finging, blowing of trumpets, throwing of cltrohs, illu¬ 
mination of houfes, fcfr. infomuch that they fay, that thofe who never favv the rejoicing of 
drawing water, never faw rejoicing in their lives, Mifna Trait. Succa . c. 4. $9, 10. and c. 5. 

$ 1, 2. 3, 4, 5. arid Jarchiy and EzChayim in ib. Maimon • Trait. Tatnidin , c. 10. J 6, 7. 8. 
and Celt Hamikdafh, c. 7 - § 8. and c. 8. § 6i They fancied the Holy Ghoft was much de¬ 
lighted with this^vain joy of theirs; nay, that in drawing water they drew him, 2. e. procured 
His defeent upon them, and abode with them as a fpirit of prophecy ; which they fay Jonah 
obtained at ttis time, and in this way; and therefore, whilft they were performing this cere¬ 
mony -t 
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pour upon the altar, in the houfe of the fanftuary, that is builafe JerufiJem^ 
which is called ■ Lebanon. ^ V- , 

Ver. 1 6 . AwakSy O north windy &c.] And at the north fide ‘was* table, 
and upon it *> twelve loaves of fhew bread, and at the fouth-fide C -W«frthe 
lamp to give light; and upon the altar, the priefts offered up the loffefrhigs* 
and caufed the fweet incenfe to afeend from thence. The congregations 
Ifrael laid. Let God my beloved come into the houfe of the fen£hiary» and 
gracioufly accept the offerings of his people. 


CHAR V. 


V ER. i. 1 aw come into my garden, &c.] The holy bleffed God faid unto* 
his people, the houfe of Ifrael ; I am come into the houfe of my'fane- 
tuary, which thou haft built for me, O my fitter, the congregation of Ifrael , k 
who art like to a modeft damlcl: I have caufed my Shechinab to dwell with: 
thee d ; I have received thy fweet inccnfe, which thou haft made on my ac¬ 
count ; I have fent five from heaven, and it hath devoured the burnt offe¬ 
rings, and the holy drink offerings; the libation of the red and white wine 
is gracioufly received by me,, which the priefts pour out upon mine altar. 
Now therefore come ye priefts that love my commandments, and eat what 
is left of the offerings, and delight yourfelves with thofe good things which 
are prepared for you. 

Ver. 2. I Jleepy but my heart wakethy &c.] After allthefe words the peo¬ 
ple of the houfe of Ifrael finned, and he delivered them into the hand of 
Nebuchadnezzar , king of Babylon , who carried them into captivity * and they 
were in the captivity, like a man afleep, that cannot be awaked out of his 
fleep ; wherefore the voice of the Holy Ghoft warned them by the prophets, 
and awaked them out of the fleep of their hearts. 4 5 &ben anfwered the Lord 
of the whole world, and thus he faid ; Return by‘rCpentance, open thy mouth, 
rejoice and fliew forth my praife, my fitter, my love, O congregation of 
Ifrael, who art like to a dove for the perfection of thy works ; for the hair 
of my head is filled with thy tears, as a man, the hair of whofe head is wet 
with the dew of heaven •, and my locks are filled with .the drops of thine 
eyes, as a man whofe locks are full of the drops of rain which defeend in. 
the night. 

Ver. 


mony, frequently ufed thofe words in I/a. xii. 3. With joy Jhallye draw water out of tbe well* 
of falvation, which they under Hand of the Holy Ghoft, Berefhit Rabba , parafh. 70. Midrafh' 
Roth, fol. 32. 2. Jarchi and Ez Cbayim in Mifna, ubi fupra : To this ceremony Chrill is thought 
to allude, when in the laft day , the great day of this feafl of tabernacles, he flood and cried, - 
facing, If avf man tbirft, let him come unto me and drink: He tbathelieveth on me, as the ferif- 
ture hath faid , out of his belly fhall flaw rivers of living water ; but this fpake he of the fpi- 
rit , &c. John vii. 37, 38, 39. Vid ! TremelL in ib. z So the temple is called in Zech. xi. 1. 
Open thy doors , 0 Lebanon, that the fire may devour thy cedars , according to the mind of* feve- 
ral Jewith interpreters ; who, out of Talmud Toma, fol. 39. 2. relate, that forty years before 
the deftruftion of the temple th$ doors thereof opened of themfelves; at which JocbanariBea- 
Zaccai faid, O temple, temple: Now know I that thy deftruftion is at hand; for 
fied Z c chart ah y the fon of Id do, of thee j Open thy doors. See. Vid. R. A ben dan. Not.- in - 

phi, Jarchi and Kimchi in Zech. xi. 1. a That is, of the fan fluary; fee Exact, xlf £2, 23. 

* Lev. xxiv. 5, 6. c Exod. xl. 24, 25. d Thefe words are paraphrafed much the fame 
way in Sbirhajhirim Rabba, and by Jarchi in loc. and in Bemidbar Rabba, paralh. I 3. 



X)n tie SONG tf SON G* S. 

_ Vef? 3* I have put off my coat, &c.] The congregation of Ifrael anfwered 
in the prefence of the prophets; Behold, now have I removed fr6m the the 0 
yoke of his eomniaridments, and have ferved the idols of the nations *» 
wherefore, tibw can I have the face to return to him again ? The Lord of the 
world anfwered them by the prophets, faying *, And behold, now I alfo have 
removed my Shechirtah from thee, and how fhall I return again, feeing thou 
haft done evil works ? for I have wafhed my feet from thine uncleannels, and 
how fhall I defile them in the midft of thee with thy evil works ? 

Ver. 4. My beloved put in his hand , &c.] When it appeared manifeft be¬ 
fore the Lord, that the people of the houfe of Ifrael would not repent and 
turn unto him, he ftretched forth f his mighty arm againft the tribes of Reu¬ 
ben and Gad , and the half tribe of Manajfeh, on the other fide of Jordan ; 
and he delivered them into the hand of Sennacherib, the king of Affyria, who 
carried them into captivity, B to Lachlach, and Chabor , and to the rivers of 
Gozan, and cities of Media \ and he took out of their hands the molten calf, 
which Jeroboam, the wicked, fetin Lejhem-Dan , which was called h Pamias, in 
the days of Pekah, the fon of Remaliah \ and when I heard it, my bowels 
were moved towards them. 

Ver. 5. I rofe up to open to my beloved , &c.] And when the mighty ftroke 
of the Lord lay heavy upon me, I repented of my works; and the priefts 
offered up offerings, and burnt the fweet incenfe, but it was not gracioufiy 
received, for the Lord of the world fhut the doors 1 of repentance to my face. 

Ver. 6. I opened to my beloved, &c.] The congregation of Ifrael faid; I 
was willing to feek inftruftion from the Lord, but he removed his Shechinah 
from me ; and my foul defired the voice of his words ; I fought the Shechinab 
of his glory, but I found it not $ I prayed before him, but he covered the 
heavens with k clouds, and did not receive my prayer. 

Ver. 7. Phe watchman that went about the city , &c.] The Chaldeans 1 which 
kept the ways, and bejfieged the city of Jerufalem all round, joined them- 
felves to me \ fome of mine they flew with the fword, and others they car¬ 
ried into captivity *, they took the crown royal from off the neck of Zede- 

kiah 

c See Not. on Chap. i. 10. f Chal. The ftroke of his might. * See 2 Kings xv ii. 6. 
-and xviii. 11. 1 Cbron. v. 26. h Lejbem being taken by the tribe of Dan, JoJh. xix. 47. 
they called it Dan, after the name of their father ; and it feems it was alfo called Pamias , as 
in Targum in 1 Cbron. xxi. 2. and in 2 Cbron. xxx. 5. and Pirke Eliezer c. 27. Both Baal Arucb, 
and David de Pomis , fay, that DN*DD Pamias was a cave at the head of the river 'Jordan ; and 
’tis afferted by feveral of the Rabbins, that Jordan took its rife from hence, and therefore fay, 
that that river was fo called, becaufe it defended from Dan, /. e. from Lejbem 

Dan, or Pamias , Talmud Baba Batbra , fol. 74. col. 2. and Bechoroth, fol. 55. col. 1. Blegiila, 
fol. 6. 1. and GloJJ'. in ib. Jarcbi in Deut. xxxiji. 22. Kitncbi in Jof xix. 47. This in Berrjbith 
Rabba, paraih. 63. is called D ‘^0 Panias , as it is alfo by Jojfphus; and no doubt, is the fame* 
which Pliny, in Nat . hifi. 1 . 5. c. 18. calls Paneas ; who alfo makes mention, in c. 15. of a 
fountain of the fame name, from M'hence he fays, the river Jordan fprung : The fame is ob- 
fervedby Solinus , in his Polyhifior. C. 48. who calls it by the name of Peneas ; Eufebius in his 
£ cel. hifi A, 7. c. 17. fays, that the Phoenicians call Cxfarea Philippi, Paneas > and fpeaks of a 
jnountain. called Paneivs , from whence the river Jordan has its original. 1 In Sbirhajbirim 
Rabba, in Chap. v. 2. mention is made of nHQ the gate, of repentance, which 

the Lord defired the Ifraelites to open to him. Agreeable to this phrafe ’tis obferved in Adis xiv. 
■27. that God bad opened unto the Gentiles, vrlr the door of faith. k See Lam. iii. 44. 

1 Jarcbi by thele watchmen underftands Nebuchadnezzar and his army, R, Abtn E%ra, the 
kings of Greece • Sbirhajbirim Rabba , the tribe of Levi. 
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hah king of Judah , and carried him away to Ribla, m where the people of 
Babylon. , who befieged the city and kept the walls, put out his eyesi 

Ver. 8. / charge you, O daughters of Jerufaletn, &c.] The congregation 
of Ifratl faid ; I charge you, O ye prophets, by the decree of the word of 
the Lord, that if your love manifefts himfelf unto you, that you tell him* 
that I am Tick of love, with which I love him. 

Ver. o. Wbat is thy beloved, &c.] The prophets anfwered and faid unto* 
the houk of Ifrael \ D What is this God thou art feeking to worfhip, O con¬ 
gregation of Ifrael , who art fairer than all the nations? What is this God. 
thou art defirous to fear, that thou doft fo charge us ? 

Ver. 10. My beloved is white and ruddy , &c.] Wherefore the congrega¬ 
tion of Ifrael began to fpeak in the praife of die Lord of the world, and thus 
(he faid ; That God I defire to fetve, who in the day is covered with a gar¬ 
ment ° white as lnow, p and the brightnds of the glory of the Lord, whofe 
face fhines as fire, becaufe of the greatnefs of wifdom and knowledge;, 
for he is making new things every day, and will manifeft them to his peo¬ 
ple in the q great day ; and his banner is over ten thoufand times ten thoufand 
angels, who minifter be!ore him. 

Ver. 11. His head is as the mofl fine gold, &c.] His law, r which is more, 
defirable than the beft gold, and the interpretation of the words thereof, in which 
arc fenfes, 9 heaps upon heaps, and the commandments to them that keep, 
them are white as lnow, but to thofe that do not keep them are black, as 
the wings of a raven. 

Ver. 12. His eyes are as the eyes of doves, &c.] His eyes look continually « 
upon Jerufalem, to do good unto it, and to blefs it from the beginning of 
the year unto the end of the year, as doves which Hand and look upon the 
water courfes, becaufe of the righteoufnefs of thofe. who lit in the Sanhedrim, 
who ftudy in the law, and give light to a caufe, that it may be fmooth as, 
milk ; and they fit in the houfe of the fchool, and wait u in judgment until 
they have finifhed either for. absolution. or condemnation, 

Ver. 

* See Jer. lii. 7, 9, 11. * Vid ,Jarchi t and Shirhajhirim Rabba, in loc. 0 So the antient of days 
is repreiented in t>an. vii. 9. p In fome exemplars thefe following words areinferted, Andfludia in 
the twenty four books of the-law, and in the words of prophecy , and in the holy writings, and in the 
night time employs himfelf in the fix parts of theMifnarv/hichBuxtorfhzs omitted in hisbible, tho’ he 
makes mention of them in his Recenfio operis Talmud, p. 232. and indeed they greatly lelTen the 
glory of the divine being, though they are defigned to extol and magnify the Mifna , or oral 
law. ** 1. e The day of judgment, which in 'Jude , ver. 6. is called 

the judgment of the great day; when not only the hidden things of darknefs, and the counfels of 
the hearts will be made manifeft , i Cor. iv. 5. but the judgments of God alfo, Rev. xv. 4. 
r The fame way the words are explained in Shirhafhirim Rabba , and by Jarcbi in loc. and in 
V ajikra Rabba, paralh. 19. By this bead, R. Aben E%ra underftands the throne of glory. * i. e. 

A variety or a great multitude of them ; for the Jews fuppofe the law may be interpreted vari¬ 
ous ways, and pbat there is not the leaft thing in it but what contains a great many myfteries. 
See Not. on Chap. 1. 11. 1 Vid. Sbirhajhirim Rabba, in loc. u i. e. They proceeded 

in trying caufes, flowly and gradually, and not ralhly and precipitately, being willing to fearch 
thorougnly into them, that they might do juftice, and pafs a right fentence ; this is one of 
the three things the men of the great congregation advifed to in Pirke Abot, c. 1. j ». 
where they fay, pjVIO 11D be flow in judgment, fettle many difciples, and make a hedge 

for tbs law. ™ 

5 
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: Vfcijtol.j* wr<? 0 /pices. &c.] The ‘ two tables of fto ht 

which lie gave unto his people are written in “ ten lines, like to the rows of a 
ipice. garden, producing acute meanings and fenfes, even as a garden produces 
fpices * and the lips of his wifemen which ftudy in the law, drop fenfes on 
every fide 5 and the fpeech of their mouths is as the choice myrrh. 

Ver. 14. His bands are as gold rings , &c.] The twelve tribes of Jacob his 
fervant are included in the plate of the holy crown of gold, and'^are engraven 
upon the twelve * precious ltones with the three fathers of the world, Abraham , 
Jfaac , and Jacob . Reuben is engraven on Acbmad \ Simeon is engraven upon 
Akik \ Levi is engraven on Barkan and Affran Judah is engraven on Cachale % 
IJ/achar is engraven on Ifmorad ; Zebulon is engraven on Gibar-, Dan is engraven 
on Birla ; Napbtali is i$ engraven on E/phor \ Gad is engraven on Tabeag ; 
A/her is engraven on Frozag *, Jofepb is engraven on Meribag j Benjamin is en¬ 
graven on Apantor; thefe are like to the twelve celeftial figns, fhiningas lamps, 
polilhed in their works like ivory, and bright as fapphires. 

Ver, 15. His legs are as pillars of marble , &c.] And the righteous they are 
the pillars of the world \ fee upon fockets of the beft gold j thefe are x the 

words 


' So Jarchi by his cheeks underflands the words of mount Sinai. 8 Every commandment 
was wrote in a diitindt line by itfelf, five on one table and five on the other. w In the fame order 

ore the names qf the twelve tribes as engraven on fo many precious ft ones mentioned in Tar gum 
Jeruf. in Exod. xxviii. 17, 1 8, ig, 20. in Sbemoth Rabba, parafh. 38. and in Bemidbar Rabba, 
parafti. 2. tho’ different names are given of the pretious ftones; the names of them in the Rabboth 
are the fame with thofe in Exod xxviii. in the Targum Jer. are Chaldee names, and in this para- 
phrafe they are different from them. Reuben $ ftpne was the Sardius , Heb. Odtm, Onk. Satnkan, 

i on. Semuktha, Jeruf. Samkatba ; it is fo called by all thofe names from the rednefs of its colour* 
ere it is called Achmad, perhaps from “TOn becaufe it is very defirable. Simeons ftone was 
the Topaz, Heb. Pitdah, Onk. Tarkan, Jon. and Jeruf. Tarketba, becaufe of its green colours 
here it is called Akik, but what Gem is intended by it is not certain. Levi's ftone was the Car * 
bunch, Heb. Barketh , Jon. and Jeruf. Barketha, and here Barkan, and fo in Onk. and is fo 
called becaufe of its bright and glittering light. Judah's ftone was the Emerald, Heb. Nophec , 
Onk. Ifmaragdin, Jon. Ifmorad, both feem to mean the Smaragd, Jeruf. Cadcedana, or the 
Chalcedony, here it is called Cachale, it is thought to be the Smaragd\ See Elias Levttas Me - 
thurgeman, Buxtorf and Schindler . in voce. lffaehat's ftone was the Sapphire , Heb Saphir, 
Onk. Shahzcz, |on. Sapphirinon, Jeruf. Sampuryatta , all intend the Sapphire; here it is called, 
Ifmorad, or the Smaragd. Zebulon 's ftone was the Diamond, Heb. Tahalom , Onk. Sabbalom ; 
it bears thofe jiame6 from the hardnefs of it j Jon. Cadcodin or Chalcedony , Jeruf En Rgla, the 
calve's eye; here it is called Gihar, which fojne think to be the Jafper. See Buxtorf. in vocr. 
Dan's ftone was the Lignre, Heb. Lejkcm , Onk. Kankire, Jon. Kankirinun, Jeruf. Zuzin; 
here it is called Birla , which feems to be the Beryl. Napthali's ftone was the Agate , Heb. 
She bo, Onk. Tarkia , Jon. Arkin, Jeruf. Birzalin ; and here it is called E/phor , which may be 
thought to be tjie Sapphire. Gad's ftone was the Ametky/l , Heb. Achlamub, Onk. and Jon. 
Bn Egla, the calve '/ eye, Jeruf. Smaragdin, the Smaragd; and here it is called Tabeag, but, 
what is meant by it I know not.' After s ftone was the Beryl, Heb. Taft ft , Onk. Jon. and 
Jeruf. Crum Yamma, here it is called Frozag ; Elias in his Methurgeman lays. That a Topaz in 
the German language is called Frczam. Jofepb 's ftone was the Oryx, Heb. S hob am, Onk. 
Burla, Jon. Berlevath, both feem to intend the Beryl; Jeruf Bdolcia or Bdellium, here it is 
called Meribag , which fome take to be the Onyx. See Buxtorf. in voce. Benjamin's ftone was 
the Jafper. Heb. J ofhpeh, Jeruf Marg a lita, a pearl, Onk. Pant ere, Jon. Sipanturin, and heie 
Apantor ; which Elias in his Methurgeman fays is fo called becaufe it comes from Pouf us, but 
rather becaufe fome forts of Jafpers are variegated and fpotted like Panthers. In the fame or * 
der were the names of the twelve tribes engraven, both upon the ftones in the b re a ft plate, and 
on the two Onyx ftones upon the fhoulders of the Ephod, according to Maituon. Trad. Celt 
Flamikdafh, c. 9. 1. 7. 9. * So thefe Sockets of fine Gold are explained in Skirha/ki* 

rim Rabba, and by Jarchi in loc, in Vajikra Rabba , parafh . 25, and in Btmidbar Rabbd,\ 
parafh. 10. . ■ 

B bbb 
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words of the law, in which they ftudy, and reprove the people' of the Houfe 
of Ifraely thatthey. tn*y do his will •, and he is filled with compafifagi to them, 
as an old nun, and makes the tranfgreffions of the houle of Ifrael as white as 
fnow •, and is ready to make vidlory and war among the nations who have 
tranfgrefled his word, as a young man, who is ftrong and robuft as the ctdars. 

Ver. 16. His mouth is rnojl fvseet , &c.] The words of his mouth are fweet as 
honey, and all his commandments are more defirable to his wifemea than gold 
and filver; this is the praile of God, who is my beloved, and this i6' the 
power of the might of the Lbrd, who is dear to me, O ye prophets, Who 
prophefy in Jerufalm. 

f 

CHAP. VI. 


V ER. i. Whither is thy beloved gone, &c.] The prophets r replied, When 
they heard the praile of the Lord from the mduth of the congregation 
ot Ifrael, and thus they faid ; For what offence is the- Sbecbtnah of the Lord 
removed from thee, O thou who art fairer in thy works than all the nations ? 
and which way did thy beloved turn himfelf when he removed from thy fanc- 
tuary ? the congregation of Ifrael faid, Becaufe of the fins, tranfgreffions and re¬ 
bellions which were found in me. The prophets faid, But now return by repent¬ 
ance, and let usarife, both thou and we, and we will pray beforehim, and 
leek mercy with thee. 

Ver. 2. My beloved is gone down into bis garden, &c.] And the Lord qf the 
world gracioufly received their prayer, and came down to th e Sanhedrim of the 
wife men at Babylon, and gave refrefhment unto his people, and brought them 
out of their captivity by the hands of Cyrus , and Ezra, and- Neh 'emiah , and 
Zerubbabelt he fon of Shealliel, and the elders of Judah ; and they built the 
houfe of the fanduary, and appointed priefts over the offerings, and Levites 
over the charge of the holy commandment; and he fent fire from heaven 
and graciouffy received the offerings, and the fweet incenfe ; and 3$ a man 
fupplies his own beloved fon with dainties, fo did he deliciouffy feed them ; 
and as a man that gathereth rofes out oi the plains, fo did he gather them out 
of Babylon . 

Ver. 3. I am my beloved's , &c.] And in that day I ferved the Lord of tfeq 
world, who is my beloved ; and my beloved caufed the holy Sbecbinah to dwdl 
with me, and he fed me with dainties. 


Ver. 4. Thou art beautiful, O my love, &c.] The Lord faid by hi$ . word ; 
How fair art thou, my love, when thou art willing to perform my pleafure ! 
beautiful is the .houfe of the fanduary which thou haft built for me a9 the for¬ 
mer fanduary, which Solomon , king in Jerufalem, built for me ; and thy dread 


was upon all the people in the day that thy four z ftandards marched in the 
wildernefs. 


Ver. 5. Turn away thine eyes from me , &c.] Set thy doctors the wife men of 
4 he great congregation in a circle over againft me \ for thefe a made nle their 

king 


7 The perfons here interrogating are faid to be nations of the world, in Shirhajhiript Robb*, 
*ndb y JarfH in loc. 2 Which were thofe of Judah, Reuben, Ephraim and Win. See 

Num. ii. and Bemidbar Rabba^para/h. a, 1 So the word n Jteraphrafed in 

hldrba&irim Ralba , in lac. 
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king (flT confulted me) in the captivity, and fixed the fchool for the teaching 
of my law ; and the reft of thy nobles, and the people of the earth jollified 
me by the word of thdr mouth, as the fons of Jacoby who gathered ftones 
and made an heap b upon the mount of Gilead . 

Ver. 6 . T'by teeth are as a flock of Jheep, &c.] and the priefts and Levites, 
who eat thine offerings, and the holy tithes; and the oblation of fruits, are 
pure from all oppreffion and rapine ; for they are as clean as Jacob's flocks of 
Iheep, when they came up from the brooks c Jabok , in whom there was no 
oppreffion or rapine ; but they are all of them like one another, and they al¬ 
ways bear twins, neither is there any that mifcarrieth or is barren among 
them. 


Ver. 7. As a piece of a pomegranate, &c.] And the kingdom of the htfufe of 
the Hafmoneans d are all of them full of the commandments, even as a 
pomegranate, befides Matthias the high-prieft and his fons, who are more 
righteous than them all, who very eagerly eftabliflied the commandments, 
and the words of the law. 

Ver.. 8. There are threefcore queens, &:c.] At that time the Grecians arofe and 
gathered fixty kings of the children of c Efau cloathed with coats of mail, 
riding upon horfes, and horfemen, and eighty dukes of the children of 
JJhmael riding upon elephants, befides the reft of the nations and languages, 
of which there’s no number \ and they appointed king Alexander to be the 
general over them, and they came to make war againft Jerufalem. 

Ver; 9. My dove , my undefiled is but one , &c.] And at that time the congre¬ 
gation of Ifrael, which is like to an unblemiih’d dove, was ferving her Lord 
with a Angle heart, and took hold of the law, and ftudied in the words of the 
law with a perfeft heart; and her righteoufnefs was as pure as in the day 
when fhe came out of Egypt \ lo, then the fons of the Hafmoneans and Mat¬ 
thias, and all the people of Ifrael , went forth and made war with them, and 
the Lord delivered them into their hands3 which when the inhabitants of the 
provinces faw, they bleffed them, and the kingdoms of the earth, and the 
governors, and they praifed them. 


B b b b 2 


Ver. 


b See not, on Chap. iv. 1. c See not. on Chap. iv. 2. d Schindler in his Lex . 

Pent avion, fol. 68c. fays, that Mattathias and his pofterity were called fo from |f Hafmon, 
one or their anceftOrs; though I think there is no evidence of any of their anceftors being of 
that name. The Jewifh writers pretty generally agree, that they were fo called from the word 
OOOjSTI Hafmannim , which fignifies princes, or great per/on s , and is fo ufed in Pjal. Ixviii. 
£z. for they had both the high-priefthood and the princely government in their hands. So R. 
Aben Ezra, R . David Kimchiy and R. Sot. Ben Me tee in P/at. Ixviii. 32. David de Pomis , Lex* 
Heb. fol. 42. 1, and fo likewife Scaliger de Emend. Temp, lib . 5 .p. 416. 437. who obferves that 
Mattathias was never fo called, nor was he an high-prieft, though the Targumifi here calls him fo, 
but a common prieft of the courfe of Jehotarib , and of the town of MedcUn. See 1 IVsaccab. ii. 1. 
and that this family began to be called by the name of the Hafmonreans y from the times of Simon 
Hyrcanuiy who was both high prieft and prince of the Jewifh nation ; which kind of govern¬ 
ment continued in that family unto the times of Herod the great, who dcltroycd both it and 
them ; and this well agrees with what the Paraphraft here lays, who nianifeltly difiinguilhes 
the kingdom ,of the houfe of the Hafmon^ans, from Mattathias and his Ions, i. e. Judas Mac- 
cabeeusy and Jonathan* , Of thefe Hofmonasans, Jarchi and Aben Ezra explain the 10th and 
t 2th verfes of this chapter. Vid. Fuller. Mifcelh Sacra, 1 . 2. c. 13. p. 2q8. e Vid. 

Aben Ezra and Jarchi in loc. and Bemidbar Rabba, parafh. 14. where thofe fixty queens and 
eighty-concubines are interpreted of the fons of Noah , Abraham, Ham, IJhmael and Efau.. 
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Ver. io. Who is Jbe that looketb forth as the morning , &c.] The lotions faid. 
How fplendid are the works of this people as the morning ! their 

young men as the moon, and their righteoufnefs as clear as the fun y andrtheir 
dread was upon all the inhabitants of the earth, in the time their r fourftan- 
dards marched in the wildernefs. 

Ver. ii./ went down into the garden of nuts , &c.] The Lord of the world' 
faid ; in the fecond g temple, which was built h by the hands of Cyrus y I wilt 
caufe my Shecbinab to dwell, to y behold the good works of my people, and 
and to fee whether the wifemen, who are like to a vine, multiply and increafe, 
and whether their branches are full of gdod works, as the pomegranates. 

Ver. 12. Or ever I was aware y &c.] And when it appeared manifeft before 
the Lord, that they were righteous, and ftudied in theJaw, the Lord faid by his 
word-, I will not humble them any more, yea, I will not confume them, 
but will confult with my felf to do them good, and to fet them, even their 
excellent ones in the chariots of 1 kings, becaufe of the worthinefs of the righ¬ 
teous of that generation, who are like in their works to Abraham their fa¬ 
ther. 

Ver. 13. Return , Return , 0 Shulamite, &c.] Return unto me, O congre¬ 
gation of Jfrael \ return unto Jerufalem \ return unto the houfe of the doftrine 
of the law ; return to receive the prophecy from the prophets, who have pro- 
phefy'd in the name of the word of the Lord ; for what is your goodnefs, ye 
lying prophets, to make the people of Jerufalem go aftray by your prophe¬ 
cies ? for ye fpeak perverfe things againft the word of the Lord, to profane 
the camp of Ifrael and Judah. 


CHAP. VII. 


V ER. 1. How beautiful are thy feet with fboes y &c.] Solomon faid by the 
fpiri,t of prophecy from the Lord \ How beautiful are the feet of the 
Israelites* when they come up to appear before the Lord k three times a year, 
in fandals of badger jkin y and offer up their vows, and free-will offerings 
and their fons which come out of their loins, are fair as the gems which were 
fixed upon the holy 1 crown that Bezaleel the artificer made for Aaron the 
prieft. Ver. 

f See Not. on nver. 4. 1 So Jarcbi interprets this garden of nuts ; though fome of 

the Rabbins in Sbirbafhirim Rabba , think the world is meant; and by the vine, the.ichools and 
fynagogues ; and by the pomegranates y the ftudents in the law. h It is faid to be built 

by Cyrus, becaufe he gave the Jews liberty and encourageipent to build it ; fee Ezra i. 2, 3, 4. 
J In Sbirhajbinm Rabba in loc. thefe words are referred to the deliverance of the Jfraelites out 
of Egypt, and their exaltation over the nations in the land of Canaan, to the raifing of David 
to the throne of Ifrael r after he had been perfecuted by Saul, and to the advancement of Mor - 
decat to great dignity, in Babylon, after nis mourning in fackcloth and aihes; all which are 
reprefented as feverally furprizing to them. k i. e. At the feaft of the pall'over, at the 

feaft of weeks or pentecoft, and at the feaft of tabernacles; fee Exod. xxiii. 14, 15, 16, 17. 
2 Cbmn. viii. 13. So the words are explained in e I. Bab. Cbagigah, fol. 3. 1. and Succab, fol. 
<,<)• 2. Shirha/birim Rabba , and by Jarchi in loc. 1 So the plate of gold was called, 

on which was inferibed, bolinefs to the Lord, which was fixed to the fore front of the mitre on 
Aaron's forehead; fee Exod. xxviii. 36. and xxxix. 30. This plate was two fingers broad, and- 
reached from ear to ear ; bolinefs to the Lord were wrote upon it in great letters, Handing out, 
and that either in one line or in two lines; if in two lines, bolinefs was wrote below, and to the 
Lord above, Maimm % Hitch. Celt Htwikdafr, c. 9. §. I* 2, and Cefepb and 

Jarcbi in Exod. xxviii. 36. 5 



On this S O N G of S O N G S, 


557 


Ver.-i. Thy navel is like a round goblet , &c.] Afid the head of thy fchool, 
by whdfe righteoilfnefs ail the world is nouriflied, even as the foetus receives 
its nourifliment through its navel, in its mother’s bowels; who rtiines in the 
law, as the orb of the moon, when he comes to pronounce pure or unclean, 
to juftify or condemn 5 neither do the words of the law ever fail from his 
mouth, even as the waters of the great river, which proceeds from Eden % 
never m fail; and the feventy wifemen are round about him, as a round n floor 
whofe treafures are full of the holy tithes and vows, and free-will offerings, 
which Ezra the prieft, and Zerrubbabel , and JoJhuah , and Nehemi'ah , and 
Mordecai , Bilfhan^ men of the great 0 congregation, who are like to roles, de¬ 
creed for them, becaufe they had ftrength to ftudy in the law day and night* 

Ver. 3. Thy two breafis are like two young ones , &c.] Thy p two redeemers, 
which fliall redeem thee, Mefjiah , the fon of Davids and Mejfiah , the fon of 
Ephraim , are like to Mofes and Aaron , the fons of Jochebed , who are com¬ 
pared to two young roes that are twins. 

Ver: 4. Thy neck is as a tower of ivory , &c.] And * the father of the houfe 
of judgment, who determines thy caufes, is mighty over thy people to bind 
them, and to bring him forth, who is condemned in judgment i even to bring 
him forth as Solomon the king, who made a tower of ivory, and fubjetted 
the people of the houfe of Ifrael , and returned them to the Lord of the world. 
Thy fcribes are full of wifdom, as pools of water % and they know how to 
number the computations of the r intercalations •, and they intercalate the years, 
and fix the beginning of the months, and the beginning of the years at the 

g^e 

m The fame is faid of them in Zobar in Exod. fol. 34. 3. and xxxvii. 2. fee Gen. ii. 10. and 
Not. on Chap. iv. 12. n The great Sanhedrim conftfled of feventy per fons f beftdes the 

Naf or prince, at whofe right-hand iat Ah Beth Din, or the father of the houfe of judgment; be¬ 
fore them fat the two Scribes, and the reft of the Sanhedrim took their places according to their 
age or dignity, and fat in a femicircular form, or as they exprefs it n7 W ’VrO as the 
half of a round corn fljor, to which they compare this aflembly : So that both the prince and fa¬ 
ther of the court could fee them all, Mifna, Era ft. Sanhedrim , c. 4. §. 3. Jarchi and Ex 
Chayirn in ib. Maimon. Hilcb. Sanhedrim , c. 1. §.3. and Ccfeph Mifna in ih. Shemoth Rabba, 
parafh. 5. Najirka Rabba, parafh. U. R. Abert'Ezra in loc. Midrajh Echa Rabbati y Prafat . 
fol. 38. 4, Midrajh Kohelet in Chap. i. 11. * 0 This was the Sanhedrim or great council, 

colletled by Ezra the Scribe, after the return of the Jews from the Babylonijh captivity, of 
which he was prefident. This aflembly confilled of an hundred and twenty perfons, of which, 
thefe here mentioned were the chief. There are others reckoned with them by fome, as the 
three prophets, Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi , with Daniel, Hananiah, Mijhael , Axariah 
Seraiah, Realiah, Mtfpar % Bigwai, Rehum, and Baanah: The laft of this venerable body of 
men, they fay* was Simeon the juf ; who, about forty years after the building of the fecond 
temple, met Alexander the great coming againft Jerufalem, and appeafed him: Thefe men 
were called H men °f ^ je g reat congregation , becaufe they reftored 

the law to its priftine glory, and purged the Jewifh church from thofe corruptions which had 
crept into it during the captivity in Babylon, -They are faid to have received the oral law from 
the prophets, who had received it from the elders, artd they from JoJljua , and JoJIoua from 
Mofes, and to have tranfmitted it down to posterity, Pirke Ahoth , c. 1. §. i, 2. and Jarchi in 
ib. Maimon. Pra’fat. in lib. fad. Vid. Bux/orjii Eiberiadem, c. to. p See Not. on 

Chap. iv. 5. 9 See Not. on ver. 2. r The Jewifh year conlifted of twelve 

lunar months, and fometimes they intercalated a thirteenth month, which they call Veadar , or 
the fecond AdaY, which was always done by the direction and at the pleafure of the Sanhedrim j 
as alfo the fixing of the beginning of the months, by the Phajis or firft appearance of the moon, 
Maimon. Hilcb. Kiddufb Hachodejh, c. !• §. i, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. and c. 4. §. i, 9, 10, n, 13. 
and c. 5. 1, 2, 3, 4. k The men of the tribe of Iffachar were famous for their knowledge 

in thefe things, Berejhitb Rabba, parafh. 72. Be midbar Rabba, parafh. 13, Midrajh EJlb. pa- 
rafti. 4. Eargum and Kimcbi in 1 Cbron. xii. 32. 
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gate of the houfe of the great Sanhedrim \ and the chiet of the houfe of Judah 
is like to David the king, who built the fortreis of Zion, which is called the 
tower of Lebanon , on which whoever (lands, may number 1 all the towers 
that are mDamafcus. 

Ver. 5. Thine bead upon thee is like Carmel, y<r.] The king who is let over 
thee, an head, is righteous as 1 Elijah the prophet, who was jealous with a 
jealoufy for the Lord of heaven, and (lew the falfe prophets in the mount of 
Carmel , and returned the people of the houfe of Ifrael y to the fear of the Lord 
God and the poor ofjhe people, which go with a bowed down head, be- 
caufe they are poor, (hall be clothed in purple, as Daniel was clothed in the 
city of Babylon , and Mordecai in Shujhan y becaufe. of the righteoufnefs of 
Abraham , who long before confulted the Lord of the world ; and becaufe of 
IfaaCj whom his father bound, in order to offer him up ; and becaufe of the 
holinefs of Jacoby who pilled the rods in the gutters. 

Ver. 6. How fair and bow pleafant art tbou> &c.] King Solomon faid ; How 
beautiful art thou, O congregation of lfrael , when thou beared upon thee 
the yoke of my kingdom; when I corred thee with chaftifcments for thy * 
tranigreflions, and thou beared them in love, and they appear in thy fight as 
delicious dainties! 

Ver. 7. This thy ftature is like to a palm-tree , &c.] And when thy n prieds 
fpread their hands in prayer, and blefs their brethren, the houfe of lfrael , the 
four fingers of their hands are fpread like the branches of the palm-tree, and 
their ftature is as the Date, and thy congregations dand face to face over 
againd the prieds, and their faces are bowed to the earth like a cluder of 
grapes. 

Ver. 8.7 faid, I will go up to the palm-tree, &c.] The Lord faid by his 
word; I will go and try Daniel , and fee whether he is able to dand in the 
temptatipn, as Abraham , his father, who is like to a palm-tree branch, dood 
in w ten temptations; yea, I will alfo try Hananiab , Mifhael and Azariab , 
whether they are able to dand in their temptations, lor the fake of whole 
righteoufnefs I will redeem the people of the houfe of lfrael, who are like to 
cluders of grapes ; and the fame of Daniel , Hananiab , Mifhael and Azariab , 

(hall 

■ far chi relates out of the Midrajh , that from the houfe of the foreft of Lebanon, which So - 
lonun built, a mr,n might number all the houfes, which were in Damn feus . 1 So thefe 

words are paraphrafed in Shirhajhirim Rabba in loc. and in Vajikra Rabba , parafti. 31. 

* When the priefts blefled the people, they ftretch’d out their hands and lifted them above 
their heads, with their fingers fpread out, only the high prieft never lifted up his above the plate 
of gold upon the mitre : and though at the time of blefling, the priefts and people ftood face to 
face, right over againft each other; yet the priefts never looked upon the people, but kept their 
eyes upon the ground as in the time of prayer j nor might the people look in the faces of the 
priefts, left their minds (hoald be difturbed thereby ; which ceremony the Targumifi here refers 
to, Mai man. Hitch. Tephilla, c. 14. 3, 7, 9. Bemidhar Rabba, paraih. 11. 7 argum Jon. in 

Numb. vL 23. w The fame is faid in Tar rum Jeruf. in Gen. xxih 1. Berejhitb Rabba , 

parafh. 56. Bemidbar Rabba, parafh. iq. Pirke Aootb , c. 5. 3. and Jar chi in ibid, where 

he, out of Pirh Eiicsur, has given us an account of them in this following order, viz. ift# 
Nimrod fought to kill him, and he was hid iii a field thirteen years. 2<ily, He caft him into 
Ur of the Chaldea , or into a furnace of fire. 3dly, He banifhrd him from the land of his na¬ 
tivity. 4thly, The Lopd brought a famine in his days, jthly, Sarah was taken into the houfe 
of Pharaoh. 6thly, The kings came and carried Lot his brother's (on away captive. 7thly, 
It was fhewn him between the pieces, that four kingdoms fbonld rule over his children; 8thly. 
He was commanded to circuacife himfelf and h» fon. gthly, To pot away Ijhmati and his mo¬ 
ther. And, lothly. To flay his fon Ifaac. 
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fhall be heard in all the earth $ and.their fmell fhall be excellent, like the fmell 
of the apples of the garden of Eden. . ' ' [ 

Ver. 9. And the roof * of thy mouth like the heft wine , &c.] Daniel and his 
companions faid •, We will furely take upon us the decree of the word of the 
Lord, as Abraham our father, who is compared to old wine, took it upon 
him ; and we will walk in the ways which -are right, before him, even as 
Elijah and Elifha , the prophets, walked, through whofe righteoi)-ln^fs the 
dead, which ate like to a man afleep, were raifed ; and as Ezekiel , -the‘fan of 
BUzi, the pried, by the prophecy of whofe mouth thofe who were’afleep 
Were awaked, even the dead which, were in the valley of * Dura . 

Ver. 10. I am my beloved's, teci] Jerufalem r faid All the,time that, I,was 
walking in the way of the Lord of the world, he caufed his Shechihah to 
dwell with me, and his deflrfc'Was towards me ; but when I turned afidc,out 
of his paths, he removed his Shechinab from me, and carried pie away among, 
the nations; and they ruled oVet me as a man rules over his wife, . ■ . . 

Ver. 1 u Come my beloved, let'Us gb forth into ike field , &g,.] When the ' 
people of the houfe of Ifrael finned, the Lord carried 1 them into captivity, in¬ 
to the land of Seir , the fields of Edom . The congregation of Ifrael faid ; I 
bqfeech thee, O Lord of the whole world, receive my prayer which I* have 
prayed before thee, in the cities of the captivity, and in the provinces of the 
people. 

■Ver. 12. Let. us go up early the vineyards, &c.]. The children of Ifrael 
faid one to another *, Let us get up early in the morning, and let us go to the 
fynagpgue, and to the fchool, and let us fearch in tlie book of the law, and 
fee whether 1 the time of the redemption of the. people of the houfe,of Ifrael * 
who are like to a vine, is come, that, they may be redeemed out of their 
captivity •, and let us enquire of the wife men, whether the righteoufnefs of 
the righteous, who are full of the commandments as pomegranates, is made 
manifetl before the Lord ; whether the time is come to go up to Jerufalem r 
there to give praife to the God of heaven, and to^offer up the burnt-offer¬ 
ings, and the holy drink-offerings. 

Ver. 13. I'he mandrakes give a fmell &c.] And when it is the pleafure of 
die Lord to : redeem his people out of captivity, it fhall be faid. to the king 
Mejfiab •, Now is the end of the. captivity compleated, and the righteoufnefs 
of the righteous is become fweet before me, as the fmell of balfam ; and the 
wifemen fix their habitations by the gates of the fchool; they ftudy in the 

words 

■, k • 

. x In this valley Nebuchadnezzar fet- up his - golden image,- Ddn. iii. t. And here the Jews- 
fay the. children of Ephraim were flain, Who went out of Egypt before the time j as alfo the 
J/raelites , whom the. Cbaldaam flew When they carried them captive ; and that this is the valley 
Ezekiel was brought into by the fpirfc of the Lord, Ezek. xxxVii. i.. and thefe the dry bones he 
prophetied over, Which Iived aod ftOod upon tfrfcir'feet an exceeding great army, Targumjcn . 
i» Exod. xiii. 17. R.Satidiak Gaqti 'in Dan^m. 1. 1 Jarchi in Ezek. xxxvii. i. y i. e.. 

'Fhe inhabitants of Jerufalem, or t\\Q $hi*l#kutey the church; as in Chap. vi. 13. The church 
is frequently called fo in the Old Te flam eh t, “hnd likewife in the New ; fee Gal. iv. 2 6. Heb.. 
xii. 22. Rev, xxi. 2, ro. z The Jews vainly expert the time of redemption by the Mefljah 
to be future, when, it is paft many hundred years ago fas they might eafily learn from* the book 
of the law and'the prophets, particularly from Jacob's pippfcecy-, in Gen. xlix. 10. from Jlaggai's 
in Chap. ii. 6, 7; ; 8. and from DanielS weeks, in Chdp.\\St. K 24^ 25, 26. See,this fully proved 
in a book of mine, called, E be prvpbeaes of the old Teflahrefit,' fejpefling the Mc ffinb, confiderd^ 
4 c. Chap. iii. »\ " ••• ‘ 1 > . • . e-;. 
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*ords of the Scribes \ and in the words of the law; Arife now taknjthe king¬ 
dom which I have referred for thee. 


CHAP. VIII. 


V ER. t .. O that thou wert as my brother , &c.] And when the king Me/- 

air be revealed unto the congregation of Ifrael\ the children of 
Jjratl ftiall fay unto him ; Be thou with.us for a brother, and let us go up to 
Jeruf&lcm , and let us fuck with thee, the fenfes pf the law, as a fucking child, 
fucketh the breads of its mother ) for all the'time that I was wandering with¬ 
out my own land, whenever I remembered the name of the great God, and 
laid down my‘life for the fake of his deity, even the nations of the earth did 
not defpife me. 

Ver: i. I would lead thee'and bring thee , &.] I will lead thee, .O king Mef- 
fiah y and, bring thee to the houfe of my fan&uaryand thou fhall teach me 
to fear the Lord, and to walk.in his paths, and there will we keep c the feaft 

: 1 V ; of 


a So. fUKis and old are interpreted in T. Ft. Erubin, fol. 21. 2. & Ghfs in ih. The words of 
the Scribes are mentioned before, the words of the law, and are indeed, by the Jews, preferred 
unto them : They fay the words of the beloved, i. e. the wifemen, are better than the wine 
of the law; fo they paraphrafp the words in Cant. i. 2. they aflert that the law cannot bd 
underftood without the words of the “Scribes; that the oral law is the foundation of the written 
law, and not the written law the foundation of the o.ral law ; and that he that tranfgrefles the 
words of the wife men, as much deferves death as -though he had been guilty of idolatry, mur¬ 
der, or adultery, or prophanes the fabbath; nay, that if thefe fay, their right-hand is their 
left, and their left-hand is their right, they are obliged to hearken to them, Shirhajhirim Rab¬ 
ba in c. 1, 2. Bemidbar Rabba, parafh. 14. Matteb Dan, Dialog. 3. fbl. 31. 3. Jarchi in 
Deut. xvii. 11. Vid. Buxtorf. RctenfioOperis Talmud, p. zz2, 223, Ac. b The Jews 

very feldom fpeak of the birth or nativity of the Mefliah, as future, but only of a revelation, or 
difeovery of him to them, which they expert; for they are under felf-con visions, that he was 
born long fince 1 Some of them fay he was bom oh the day the houfe of the fan&uary was 
deftroyed, but is hid becaufe of their fins and tranfgteffiorts, and that either in the fea, or in 
the walks of the garden of Eden ; and fome fay that he fits among the lepers, at the gates of 
Rome, from whence -they expert he will come unto them, R. Aben Ezra in Cant, vii, 5. Tar- 
gam in Mic. iv. 8. Talmud Sanhedrim, fol. 98. col. 2. Tar gum Jeruf. in Exod. xii. 42. Vid.. 
Juftin Martyr, dialog, cum Trypho. p. 226. c The Jews expett a very fumptuous feaft 

to be made for the righteous in the days of the "MeJJiah , which will confift of all forts of flefii, 
felh and fowl, of plenty of generous wine, and of a variety of delicious fruit, fome particulars > 
of which they have thought fit to give, and are as follow ; . ift, They lay an exceeding large 
ox fhall be ferved up, which they t£ke to be th z “Behemoth in Job xL of which they fay many 
things that feem incredible; as that it lies upon a thoufand hills, and feeds upon them all, and 
drinks up all the waters which are gathered together, in a year’s time, in the river Jordan , 
at one draught, Vajikra Rabha, parafh. 2 2. Bemidbar Rabba , paralb. 21. Tar gum in Pfal.. 

1 . 10 Jarchi in id. and in Job xl. 20. 2dly, The next dilh is the Leviathan and Ills mate, 
which they fay, are the great vthales mentioned in Gen. i. 21. The male, they fay, God 
cafirated, and the female he flew, and falted itagainft this feaft, Talmud Baba Bathra , fol. 74. 2. 
Targum Jon. Jarchi and Baal Hatlunm in Gen. i. 21. Vajikra Rabba, paralh. 13. Targum 
See. in Ejlher iii- 7. Aben Ezra in Dan. xii. 2. 3dly, They fpeak of an exceeding large fowl, 
which they call’Zre, that lhall be one part of this #ntertainment, of which they fay many things 
incredible; as particularly, that when its feet are upon the earth, its head reaches the heavens, 
and when it ftretches out its wings, they cover the body of the fun. Baba Bathra , fol. 73. col. 

2. Targum and Kimchi in Pfal. 1 . 10. Vajikra Rabba, paralh. 22. 4thly, After all this fliatt^ 
be ferved up a variety of the moft pleafant and delightful fruits, which are in the garden o£- 
Eden, which the Targum*ft here fp^ks of. And, Laftly, The wine which will then be ufed, will 
fie generous old wine, which) as it is faid, here and elfewhere, was kept in the grape Jrom 
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<of Leviathan^ and drink old wine, which has been referved in its grapes ever 
Cnee the day the world was created, and of the pomegranates, che fruits 
Which are prepared for the, righteous in the garden of Eden. 

Ver. 3. His left-hand Jhould be under my heady &c.] The congregation of 
Jfrael faid ; I am chofen above all people, becaufe I have bound the Tepbillin* 
upon my left-hand, and upon my head, and the Mezuzah is fixed e on the 
right-fide of my door, the third part thereof, over againft my bed-chamber i 
fo that the noxious fpirits have no power to deftroy me. 

Ver. 4. I charge you, O daughters of Jerufalem, &c.] The king, Mejfiak 
fhall lay, I adjure you, O my people, the houfe of Ifrael , wherefore do ye 
ftir up yourfelves againft the r people of the earth, to go out of captivity ? 
and why do you rebel againft the army of Gog and f Magog ? tarry a little 
while, until the people which come up to make war againft Jerufalem are de- 
ftroy’d ; and after that the Lord of the world will remember unto you the 
mercies of the righteous, and then it will be his good pleafure to redeem 
you. 

Ver. 5. Who is this that cometh up from the wilderuefs , &c.] Solomon , the 
prophet, faid j When the dead fhall revive, the mount of Olives fhall be 

cleaved 

the creation of the world, Zohar in Gen . fol. 81.4. 7 ‘argum Jon . in Gen. xxvii. 25. and Tar gum 
in Eccl. ix. 7. Something of this grofs notion feems to have obtained among the Jews in the 
time of Chrifi:; fee Luke xhr. 15. Vid. Buxtorf. Synagog . Jud. c. 50. d Thefe were 

four fe&ions of the law, wrote on parchments, folded up in the flein of a clean beaft, and tied 
to the head and hand: The four fettions were thefe following, m, The fir ft was Exod. xiii. 
2. to ver. 11. The feeond was Exed. xiii. 11, to ver. 17. The third was Deut. vi. 4, 
to ver. 10. The fourth was Deut. xi. 13, to ver. 22. Thofe that were for the head were writ¬ 
ten and rolled up feparately, and put in four diftinft places in one flun, which was fattened with 
firings to the crown of the head towards the face, about the place where the hair ends, and 
where an infants brain is tender; and they take care to place them in the middle, that fo 
they may be between the eyes. Thofe that were for the hand were written in four co¬ 
lumns, -on one parchment, which being rolled up, was fattened to the infide of the left-arm, 
where it is flettiy, between the fhoulder and the elbow, that fo it might be over againft the 
heart. Thefe they call Tephillin, from the root 7;S t0 P ra y* becaufe they ufe them in the time 
of prayer, and look upon them as ufeful to put them in mind of that duty j in Mat. xxiii. 5. 
they are called Qvkaxlnpa, phylaBeries, becaufe they think they keep men in the fear of God, 
are preservatives from fin, nay, from evil fpirits, and againft difeafes of the body; they ima¬ 
gine there is a great deal of holinefs in them, and value themfelves much upon the ufe of 
them, Targum Jon . Jarchi , and Baal Hatturim in Exod. xiii. 9, io» and Deut. vi. 8. Mai man. 
Hilck. Tephilin, c. 1. $. i. and c. 2. §. 1. and c. 3. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5^6. and c. 4. 1 2, 25. 
Matteh Dan y Dialog. 2. fol 9. 4. and 10„ 1. Vid. Buxtorf \ Synagog. Jud. c. 9. and Leo Mo¬ 
dena's hiftory of the rites, &c t of the prefent Jews, par. 1. c. 11. e Thefe were two 

paflages in the law, the one was Deut . vi. 4, to ver. 10. the other was Deut. xi. 13, to ver. 
22. which were written on a piece of parchment in one column, which being rolled up and 
put into a pipe of reed or wood, was faftened to the right-fide of the door-poft; this they ima¬ 
gine was ufeful to put them in mind of $he divine being, to preferve them from fin, ana from 
evil fpirits, 7 ’argum Jon. in Deut, vi* 9. Mairnon . Hilch. Tephilin , c. 5. §. 1, 6. and 6, 13. 
Vid. Buxtorf. Synagog. Jud . c. 31. f Magog was one of the Tons of Japhet , Gen. x. 2. 

from whom very probably the people called by thefe two names, fprung, who feem to be the 
Scythians or Tartars ; for Jofephus Antiq. Jud . 1 . 1. C. 7. calls the Scythians, Magoga ; and 
Hierapolis in Calofyria, Pliny , Nat. Hift . 1 . 5. c. 23. lays, was called by the Syrians , Magogs 
and Marcus Paulus Venetus , 1 . 1. c. 64. fays, that the countries of Gog and Magog are in 
Tartary, which they call Jug (perhaps rather Gug) and Mungug . Vid. Schindler. Lex. Pent. 
fol. 288. mention is made of thefe in E%ek. xxxviii. and xxxix. Rev. xx. 8, 9. With which lalfc 
text may be compared what the Targumift here fays. The JewiJh Rabbins , in their writings, 
very frequently Ipeak of the war of Gog and Magog , which they expett in the days of uie 
Mejftah See Mr, Mtde'% works, Book 1. Difc. 48. p. 374. and Book 1. p. 713, 751. 
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cleaved * afunder, and all the dead of Ifrael lhall come out from under it * 
yea, even the righteous, which die in captivity, lhall pafs through fubterra- 
■neous k caverns, and come out from under the mount of Olives • but the 
wicked which die and are buried in the land of Ifrael , fhall be call away 1 j a& 
a man cafts a ftone with a fling : then all the inhabitants of the earth lhall fay ; 
What is the righteoufnefs of this people, which afcend out of the earth, even 
ten thoufand times ten thoufand, as in the day they came up out of the wil- 
dernefs to the land of Ifrael , and are delicioufly fed becaufe of the mercies 
of their Lord, as in the day when they were hid k under mount Sinai, to re¬ 
ceive the law ? and in that very hour, Zion which is the 1 mother of Ifrael* 
lhall bring forth her fons, and Jerufaletn receive the children of the captivity. 

Ver. 6. Set me as a feal upon thine heart , &c.] The children of Ifrael lhall 
fay in that day unto their Lord ; We pray thee, fet us as the fignature of a ring 
upon thine heart, as the fignature of a ring upon thine arm, that we may not 
be carried captive any more; for ftrong as death is the love of thy deity, and 
mighty as hell is the envy, which the people bear unto us; and the hatred which 
they have referved for us, is like to the coals of the fire of hell m , which the 
Lord created on the fecond n day of the creation of the world, to 0 burn 
therein thofe who commit idolatry. 


Ver. 

8 See Zech. xiv. 4. h The Jews are of opinion that thofe of their nation^ who die 

and are buried in other lands, at the refurre&ion of the dead, ihall not rife where they died and. 
were buried, but (hall be rolled* through the caverns of the earth, into the land of Canaan , 
and there rife. This they call D’HOJl *71373 the rolling of the dead , or '71373 

t u e rolling through the caverns; which they reprefent as very painful and afflifling, and fay, 
that this was the reafon that Jacob deHred he might not be buried in Egypt, and is now one rea- 
fon why the Jews are fo defirous of returning to their own land ; nay, at this time the more 
wealthy and religious among them, go thither on this very account, especially when advanced 
in years, that they may die, and be buried there; and fo efcape this painful rolling under the 
earth, T. Hierof. Celaim , fbl. 32. 3. and Bab. Cetvbot, fol. 11 r. i- ■ Btrejhit Rabba , parafh. 
96. Midrojh Hannealam in Zohar in Gen. fol. 68. 4. Jarchi in Gen. xlvii. 29. Kim chi in Exek. 
xxXvii. 12. Vid. BuxtorJ. Synagog. Jud . c. 3. and-Z«r. Tafmud. fol. 430. 1 Though 

the refurreftion of the dead is one of the thirteen arrives of the Jewim creed, yet many of 
them are of opinion that it is peculiar to the righteous, and that the wicked lhall have no mare 
therein, but that their bodies perilh with their fouls at death, and fliali never rife more, R . 
David Kim chi in P/al. i. 5. and in lfa. xxvi. 11. R. Raadiah Gaott in Dan. xii. 2. Vid. Po - 
cock. Not. Mi/c. c. 6. p. 180, &e. k r 9 he -Targnmifl here refers to a fabulous no¬ 

tion of the Jews ; that when the people of Ifrael came to mount Sinai to receive the law, the 
Lord plucked up the mountain, and removed it into thfc air, and fet the people under it,, 
where he gave the law unto them ; this they collect from Exod. xix. 17. and ueut. iv. 1 r. 
And this, they fay, is the apple-tree under which the. church is here faid to be raifed up , T. 
Bab. Sabbat , fol. 88. I. and Avoda Zara, fol. 2. 2. Targum, Jon. Jarchi and Baal Hatturim 
in Exod. xix. 17. Jarchi and Shirhajhirim Rabba , in Ioc. 1 So Jerufaltm is faid to 

be the Mother of us all , in Gal . iv. 26. m D 3 H 3 valley of Hirstsom, where the 

idolaters caufed their children to pafs through the fire to Moloch , and burnt them, 2 Chrott^ 
xxviii.3. andxxxiii. 6. Jer. vii. 31. and xxxii. 35. R. David Kimchi in Pfal. xxvii. 1 j.Tays,. 
that Gehinnom was a very contemptible place near Jerufalem , where all manner of filthinefs 
and dead carcafles were call, and that a continual fire was kept there to burn them; hence the 
word is ufed very frequently by the Jewilh Rabbins, to fignify the place where the wicked are 
punifhed after death; and fo the word yuna is ufed in the New Teftament ; fee Mat.v. 22. 
and x. 2S. and elfewhcrc. n The fame is aflerted in Talmud, Pefach. foh 54. 1. Bere - 

Jhith Rabba , paralh. 4 and 11. and 21. Shemoth Rabba, parafh. 1 5, Zobar in Deut. fol, 120. u 
Jarchi in lfa. xxx 33. and yet at other times, they reckon hell among the feven things which 
were created before the world was, Talmud, Pefach. fol. £4. 1. and Nedarim, fol. 39. z. Zjthar 
in Lev. fol. 14. 4. Targum Jon . in Gsn, iii. 24. See Mat, xxv. 41. 0 The puntfunent 
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ViK 7. waters cankot quench love % &c.] The Lord of the world laid 
uftfb his people, the houfe of Ifrael ; If all people p which are like to the wa¬ 
ters of the fea, whrcfi are many, were gathered together, they could not ex- 
tinguifh my love unto thee ; and if all the kings of the earth, which are like 
to the waters of a river that runs fiercely, they could not remove thee out of 
the world ; but if a man will give all the fubftance of his houfe to obtain wifdom 
in the captivity, I will return unto him q double in the world to come ; and 
all the fpoils r which they fhall take from the armies of Gog lhall be his. 

Ver. 8. We have a littleftfter y &c.] At that time the angels of heaven fhall 
fay one to another. We have one nation in the earth, and her rlghteoufnefs 
is very little, and the kings and governors have no power to make war with 
the armies of Gog: What fhall we do for our After, in the day when the na¬ 
tions fhall fpeak of going up againft her to war ? 

Ver. 9. If Jhe be a wall , &c.] Michael * the prince of Ifrael fhall fay *, If Ihe 
is fixed as a wall among the people, and give filver to procure the 1 unity of 
the name of the Lord of the world, I and you together with their Scribes, will 
furround her, as borders of filver, that the people may have no power to 
rule over her, even as a worm hath no power to rule over filver •, and tho* 
flie is poor in the commandments, we will feek mercies for her from 
the. Lord 9 and the righteoufnefs of the law fhall be remembered to her, in 
which infants ftudy, being written upon * the table of the heart, and is placed 
over againft the nations as a cedar. 

Ver. 

of the wicked in hell, is very frequently exprefled by Jewifh writers, by their burning in fire 
and brimftone, Berefhit Rabba , parafh. 6. and 51. Zohar in Gen. fol. 71. 3. Raya Mebimna 
in ib. in Lev. fol. 7. 2. Targum Jon . and Jeruf. in Gen. iii. 24. Targum Jeruf. in Gen. xv. 12. 
TargUm in Eccl. viii. 10. and x xi. Targum in IJa. xxxiii. 14. R . David Kimchi in Ifa m 
xxx. 33. Thus idolaters , with others, are faid to have their part in the lake y which burneth with 
fre and brimftone , Rev. xxi. 8. P So the words are explained in Shemotb Rabba, parafh. 49. 
Bemidbar Rabba, parafh. a, Zohar in Numb. fol. 105. 3. Raya Mehbnna, in ti. in Gen . 
fol. 51. J. Shirhajhirim Rabb a> Jarchi and Aben Ezra in loc. 9 See Mark x. JO. 

Luke xviii. 30. x See EzeX. xxxix. 9, 10. 3 See Dan, x. 13, 21. and xii. i. 

The 'Jews fuppofe that every nation or kingdom has an angel fet ov€r it to be its prefidemv 
protestor and defender, and that Michael was he that prefided over Ifrael. 1 i. e. The 

knowledge of the unity of God : The doftrine of the unity of the divine being is the fecond 
article in the Jewifh creed, where they fay that God is one, and that there is no unity in any re - 
like his ; this they very much magnify and extol: Hence they often have thofe words in 
their mouths, Hear, O Ifrael, the Lord our God is one Lord , Deut. vi. 4. which they think, is 
entirely incorffiftent with a trinity of perfons: Hence fays Maimonides , Hilch. Yefod. Hattorah, 
c. I. §. 4. This God is one , not two, or more than two, but one ; for there is no unity like his , 
in any of the individuals, which are found in the world ; neither is he one in fpecit , which co?n- 
prehends more individuals ; nor one in body , which is divided into parts and extremes ; but he is 
fa one, that there is no other unity like it in the world. All which is not fo much oppofed to the 
polytheifm of the Heathens, as to the plurality of perfons in the trinity, and the incarnation of 
Chrift: But though modern Jews have exploded the dottrine of the trinity, as inconfiftent with, 
that of the unity of the divine being; yet their more ancient writers do very manifeftly fpeak 
of it, as the great myftery of faith, Zohar , Edit. Sultzbac. in Gen. fol. 1. col. 3. and in Exod. 
fol. 18. 3, 4. and fol. 58. 1. andfol. 66. 2, 3. andinZ,^. fol. 27. 2. and in Num. fol. 67, 3. 
Jetzira, Edit. Rittangel. fol. 1. 6. 38. 64. Vid. Jofeph. de Vafin. Difp. Theolog. deS. Tri* 
nitate, Allix's judgment of the Jewifh church, againft the Unitarians, c. 9, 10, 11. u In 
Raya Mehimna in Zohar in Exod. fol. 38. 3. it is faid, that no man is poor but he that is fo in 
the law , and in the commandments, and that the riches of a man lie in them ; and in Vajikra 
Rabba, parafh. 34. where thofe words, in Trov. xxii. 2. The rich and poor meet together, are 
mentioned : It is faid. The rich is he that is rich in the law , and the poor is he that is poor in 

the law: See alfo Zohar in Numb. fol. qi* 3. with all which compare 1 Tim'. vi. 18. y See 
Not. in Chap. iv. 9. 



564 Tie Targum, or Chaldee Paraphrafe, &ta* 

Ver. 10. Iam a wall* &c.] The congregation of Ifrael anfwered and laid i 
I am ftrong in the words of the law, aS a.wall, and my Tons are mighty as a 
tower; and at that time the congregation of Ifrael found mercy in the eyes 
of her Lord/and all the inhabitants of the earth afked of her welfare. 

Ver. 11. Solomon bad a vineyard at Baal-hamon, &c.] One nation came up 
in the lot of the Lord of the world *, with whom is peace, which was like 
unto a vineyard 7 ; he placed it in Jerufalem , and delivered it into the hands of 
the kings of the houfe of David , who kept it as a vine drefler keeps a vine¬ 
yard ; after that Solomon king of Ifrael died v it was left in the hands of his Ion 
Reboboam ; Jeroboam the fon of Nebat, came and divided the kingdom with 
him, and took out or his hands ten tribes, according to the word of Abijab 
of Shiloh, who was a great man. 

Ver. 12. My vineyard, which is mine , &c.] When Solomon , the king of 
jIfrael heard the prophecy of Abijab of Shiloh , he fought to * kill him, but 
Abijab fled from Solomon , and went into Egypt ; and at that time king Solo¬ 
mon was informed, by prophecy, that he fhould rule over the ten tribes all 
his days, but after his death, Jeroboam , the fon of Nebat , fhould rule over 
them ; and the two tribes, Judah and Benjamin , Rehoboam , the fon of Solo¬ 
mon, fhould reign over. 

Ver. 13. Thou that dwellejl in the gardens , &c.] Solomon faid, at the end 
of his prophecy ; The Lord of the world fhall fay to the congregation of 
Ifrael , in the end of days ; O thou congregation of Ifrael , which art like to 
a garden the lead among the nations, and dwelleth in the fchool with the 
companions of the Sanhedrim , and the reft of the people, which hearken to the 
voice of the chief of the fchool, and learn from his mouth his words ; caufe 
me to hear the law, the voice of thy words, when thou fitteft to juftify and 
condemn, and I will confent to whatever thou doft. 

Ver. 14- Make bajle my beloved, &c.] In that very hpur the elders of the 
congregation of Ifrael fhall fay ; Flee, O my beloved, the Lord of the world, 
from this defiled earth, and caufe thy Shecbinab to dwell in the higheft hea¬ 
vens ; and in the time of ftraits, when we pray before thee, be thou like a 
roe, which when it fleeps a , has one eye fhut, and the other eye open ; cr as 
a young hart, which when it flees, looks behind it: So do thou look upon 
us, and confider our forrow and our affliction, from the higheft heavens, until 
the time come that thou wilt take pleafure in us, and redeem us, and bring 
us to the mountain of Jerufalem , where the priefts fhall offer up before thee 
the fweet incenfe. 

* In Sbirhajbirim Rabba , in loc. it is explained the Tame way ; R. Aben Ezra, by Solomon, 
in the next verfe, underftands the king MejJiah ; though it is interpreted of Solomon, king of 
Ifrael, by the Targum and Jarcbi in loc. by Mai man. Yefod. Hat tor ah, c. 6. J. 12. and in 
Zobar in Exod. fol. 91.3. 7 So it is explained of the people of Ifrael, under the go¬ 
vernment of Solomon in Sbirhajbirim Rabba , and by Jarcbi and Abt.n Ezra, in loc. 2 This 

is a very great miftake of the Targumift, for it was Jeroboam , and not Abijab, who fled into 
Kgypt, whom Solomon fought to kill: See 1 Kings xi. 40. a The fame is mentioned in 

Sbirbajbirim Rabba, and in Ptfikta in Yalkut in loc. 


FINIS. 


Corriggndm, f. 535. /. 6 . infitad of he pnt a covering upon his lips, r. and protected him* 



